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THE KABOB

Also known as: The Wall Street Journal formula or

the circle.

Best for: Stories on trends or events where you want to
show how actual people are affected or involved.

How it works: The story begins with a quote or anecdote
about a specific person. Then it broadens into a general
discussion of the topic. It ends by returning to that
specific person again.

Think of it as arranging meat and veggies on a shish
kabob skewer: Start with a juicy red tomato (an anecdote).
Follow that with a nut graf. Then add meat — chunk after

chunk after chunk — until
CLOSING OPENING  Vou reach the end, where you

ANECDOTE  ANECDOTE reprise with another tomato
(a final quote or anecdote).

The Wall Street Journal
NUT IS well known for writing
DETAILS GRAF  stories this way. Some also
view it as a circle like the
one at left. Whatever.
Example: See “For those cut off, a life primeval,” page 213.

ANECDOTE

NUT
GRAF

MEAT

MEAT

MEAT

ANECDOTE
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