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PREFACE

John Muorris died in 1984, a few monlhy after the publication of the
third cdition of this book. His original idea was (o produce a
shortened version of Dicey and Mards for the use of stadents bu, as
he wrote in the otiginal preface, “it soon became much mors than
that™, “nt potted Pécey but virtvally a new book™. Ewen in this
edition there are passages derived from material John MorTis
ariginally wrote [or the larezer book, and readers familiar with earlicr
cditions will recognise soune of his lums of phrase amd indeed
prejudices. The subject bad, of course, been transformed in the last
twio decaddes, partly by the intervention of statutes in what had been
the preserve of commeon lew, bul mainly by Inlernational agrezment.
In 1984, the Brussels Coavention had not come into {urce in the
Linited Kingdom and neither the Reme Convention nor the Haguc
Child Abduction Convention been ratified. The 1984 text was
uncertain whether England had acquired a docidne of foran non
coneriens, and the discussion of habitual resilence vccupicd @ mere
13 lines.

Since the last edition, published in 2000, the Europeanisation of
the subject has proceeded apace. The Brussels Conventien has been
all but replaced by Council Regulation 44/2001 (“Nrussels ™ or he
Judements Regulation) and we now have Council Regulation
22012003 (*the revised Brussels 1T Regulalion™) dealing with matri-
monial mallers and parental responsthility, There are currenl pro-
posals, at various slages of readiness, for further Curopean action oo
the Liw applicable to contracts, lorts, diverce and succession. The
Luropean Court has delivered a number of judrments with major
implications for English practice, including Krombuck v Bambersti,
Erich Gasser GeibIT v MISAT sel, Trrncr v Grovie, and Oneose v
Feckson, There have heen many notable decisions of the English
courts, too, for cxumple on the scope of the public policy doctring
jutisdiction clauses; abduction, and permitted removal from the
jurisdiction; the interpretation of the Rome Convention; and choice
of law in lorts under the Private Internatiomal Law (Misccllancous
Provisions) Act 1995, We have taken account of new legislation, not
all of it yet in force: the Divorce (Religious Marriages) Act 20002, the
Adoplien and Children Act 2002, the Gender Recognition Act 2(0M4
and the Civil Purtnership Act 2004,

There has heen o great deal of reordering and rewriling. and some
discreet pruning of alder matedal, with the pleasing result that the
text is virtually the same length as that of the last edition. 1n this
edition, Kisch Beevers hus worked primarily on the malerial on
mternational family law, including personal connecting factors, amd
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vi Preface

David McCloan on the remainder; bat we each take full respon-

sibility [or the whole. The text was compleled i March 2005, but a ;

few later developmenis have been noted. _ : CONTENTS
We hope the result is worthy of the great scholar whase name it

bears, David McotClean remembers Jahn Morris as a teacher, menlor,

amd friend with cxecting standards of scholarship who was the

primary infleence on his thinking, writing, and tcaching of the law. | Preface
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