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Evolutionary Altruism in the ""'Shadow"" of Evolutionary Egoism

Miandari H.
Iranian Institute of Philosophy, Tehran, I.R. of IRAN

Abstract

Evolutionary altruism has been a serious problem for evolutionary theory from its
earliest times at mid-nineteen century. Group selection theory was its solution until
1960s.But at that time it was criticized so that it was no longer the solution to that
problem. Since then theories put forward to solve the problem by individual and/or gene
selection theories. Kin selection, reciprocal altruism, evolutionary game theory, the
selfish gene, and indirect reciprocity are the main theories of this sort. Altruism
according to these theories is apparent not real. Multi-level selection theory is
introduced since 1970s that defends "new™ group selection theory. In addition cultural
group selection theory has come into the field. Altruism according to these theories is
real. | agree with the second type of theories that real altruism has been evolved. But
perhaps more in agreement with the first type | see it in the "shadow" of evolutionary
egoism.

Keywords: natural selection, evolutionary altruism, unit of selection.
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