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“Genius is 1 percent 
inspiration and 
99 percent perspiration.”

–Thomas Alva Edison

EDISON
Thomas Alva

1847–1931
AMERICAN INVENTOR AND BUSINESSMAN  
Edison created the  rst long-las  ng, prac  cal electric light bulb, in parallel with Joseph Swan in UK, and developed one of the 
 rst systems for electric power genera  on and distribu  on for larger groups. 

Edison had a greater entrepreneurial vision than other solo inventors of his  me; he never allowed failures to derail his 
plans: “I have not failed; I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.” His other inven  ons include the alkaline ba  ery, the 
phonograph, and mo  on pictures. Edison received AAES’ John Fritz Medal in 1908, and in 1928 he received the Congressional 
Gold Medal, recognizing his work in the  eld of electricity and its applica  ons. Life magazine (USA), in a special double issue 
in 1997, placed Edison  rst in the list of the “100 Most Important People in the Last 1000 Years”, no  ng that the light bulb he 
promoted “lit up the world”.
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