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IranianRedCrescentYouth
I_Irganizatinn active

TEHRAN - Iranian Red Crescent
Youth Organization has been active in
the national ‘Green Cause’ project from
March 6toApril4,2015.

The Green Cause project which is
managed by Iran’s Department of En-
vironment is designed to increase the
plantcoverageinthe country.

“In the project, we are working
with the Forests, Range and Watershed
Management Organization, a part of
Department of Environment, which
is the authority in charge of planting
trees,” said Amir Lalegani, Iranian Red
Crescent Youth Organizationdeputy.

Lalegani further added: “Iran’s
Youth Organization has one million
volunteers and they need to be trained
both culturally and practically on plant-
ing trees; so we use the expertise the
Forests Organization provides.”

According to a press release by Ira-
nian Red Crescent Youth Organization,
the organization has combined the
Green Cause and Norouz Traveler Guide
projects in order to meet the plant cov-
erage needs both in the national and
international levels. In line with the
international Sustainable Environment
and Restoration Program (SERP) which
aims at increasing plant coverage and
mitigating the effects of natural disas-
ters, the organization has used its 350
branches in different parts of Iran to
planttreesduring Marchand April.

Iranian Red Crescent Youth Orga-
nization planting project is part of the

international project managed by the
International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). IFRC
projectaims to plant more than 2 billion
treesintheworldtill2018.

According to some reports, Iran has
lost 4 million hectares of its forests dur-
ing past five decades and the country’s
total forest coverage has plunged from

18 million hectares to 14 mil-
lionhectares.

Volunteers from Iranian Red
Crescent Youth Organization
have planted trees as part of the
national Green Cause

project and the international SERP proj-
ectinurbanand suburban areas includ-
ing universities, schools, public orga-
nizations, and areas sensitive to sand
stormsandfloods.

One ofthe objectives of the Red Cres-
cent is to protect human life and health.
Environment has a direct role in human
life and health, so the Youth Organization
would be able to play a key role in pro-

tecting the life and health of the nation
by getting involved in the Green Cause
project. The project would help control
natural disastersinlran.

IranianRed Crescenthead
visits Youth Organization

TEHRAN - Iranian Red Crescent
Society President Amir Mohsen Ziaee
visited the Youth Organization after
new Iranian year holidays (started on
March21).

“Iranian Red Crescent Youth
Organization has portrayed creativ-
ity, innovation and discipline and you
would find anything necessary for be-
ing a consistent organization when it
comes to organizing activities for the
youth by the Youth Organization,” Zi-
aee said on an official tour of the Ira-
nianRed Crescent Youth Organization.

Having a meeting with the Youth
Organization head and staff, Ziaee
named the Norouz Traveler Health
and Safety Project a successful plan
saying, Iranian Red Crescent Youth Or-
ganization activities during 2015 No-
rouz holidays was unprecedented. He
said: “We expect the Youth Organiza-
tion to invite all Iranian young people
toparticipateinitsactivities.”

Iranian Red Crescent Society pres-
ident said, the Youth Organization has
the potential and basis to involve all
Iranian young people with any inter-
estsand views. Hefurtheradded: “We
ask the Youth Organization to prepare

the ideal atmosphere for attracting
all the Iranian youth to its activities
and projects, because the young gen-
eration would build the future for
our country and they are those who
would be in charge of our country af-
fairs.”

Ziaee had also visited the Youth
Organization’s Norouz Traveler Health
and Safety Project stations during No-
rouz(March21-Feb.2).“Theservices
provided in the project stations were
on a volunteer basis and | received a
lot of energy while | was among the
young volunteers who managed the
stations; and they were working with-
outexpectinganyreward,” hesaid.

Ziaee further added: “It’s the ut-
most target of an organization to have
people who work without expecting
anything and in the meantime show
the highest level of commitment.” He
described the volunteer activities by
the Youth Organization members in
line with the love of our society and
people. “This kind of thinking should
be spread out in the society; volun-
teer works would help our people to
spread amour and love among them-
selvestothe highest possiblelevel.”

UNICEF, Iranian
Red Crescent Youth
Organizationsign new
agreement

TEHRAN - A two-year agreement
has been signed between the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) repre-
sentative and head of Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society Youth Organization on the
issuesfacinglran’syounggeneration.

Ina meeting with Ezio Gianni Murzi,
UNICEF representative in Iran, Vahid
Qobadi-Dana, head of Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society Youth Organization, elabo-
rated on the organization activities re-
garding the Iranian youth and the plans
prepared for disease preventionamong
the young generation in the country.
The meeting was followed by the agree-
mentsignature ceremony.

The agreement included key points
onsupporting new plansandactions for
preparing an informative model of road
safety for the youth, plans and actions
for preparing an interference model
for HIV and drug abuse prevention,
strengthening the youth'’s contribution
capabilities by implementing the “Fu-
ture Managers” project which employs
humanitarian and development ap-
proaches and improving cooperation in
supportingchildren duringcrisistime.

“As part of the agreement, two
workshops would be held about chil-
dren support during crisis time, a new
educational and informative model
for road safety would be devised with a
focus on young people and a successful
model would be adapted for drug abuse
prevention inyoung people with afocus
on Amphetamine,” said Amir Motame-
di, Iranian Red Crescent Society Youth
Organization deputy for education and
research.

The parties agreed on several goals
based on which the agreement’s key
points would be planned during 2015
and 2016. Accordingly, UNICEF would
provide financial support and technical
advice and prepare the arrangements
for publications.
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Iran hosts first int'l confab
on youth role after disasters

TEHRAN — The first international
conference on role of the youth in pro-
tecting health after natural disasters was
held in Tehran on March 1 and March 2,
2015.

Representatives from 16 countries,
including Afghanistan, Armenia, Syria,
Tajikistan, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kuwait,
Azerbaijan, Irag, Turkmenistan, Pales-
tine, and Egypt participated in the two-
day conference. Representatives from
Asiaand Oceania, Middle Eastand North
Africa (MENA) and Europe regions also
were presentatthe meeting.

“Representatives of countries from
Middle East and North Africa, Asia and
Europe discussed their experiences
aboutactivities undertaken by the youth
in preserving the mental and social
health of people after natural disasters
and the latest scientific achievement
madeinthisrespect,” said Vahid Qobadi-
Dana, head of Iranian Red Crescent Soci-
ety Youth Organization.

The official said the conference was
held in line with the ‘Strategy 2020’ and
the ‘Youth Engagement Strategy (YES)'
adopted by the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC).

Strategy 2020, ratified in 2010,
guides the actions of the IFRC through-

outthisdecade. Apartofthe planaimsat
saving lives, protecting livelihoods, and
strengthening recovery from disasters
and crises. The IFRC Youth Engagement
Strategy aims to articulate an approach
that supports young people to do more,
do better, and reach further in their local
communitiesand beyond.

“Our aim was to emphasize on the
role and importance of the youth pres-
ence in IFRC activities and plans specifi-
cally in disasters and crises,” said Amir
Motamedi, Iranian Red Crescent Society
Youth Organization deputy for educa-
tionandresearch.

The conference participants attend-
ed speeches and working groups hosted
by Iranian university professors and
scholars. They further discussed issues
broughtupbythelecturers.

Dr. Hamid-Reza Khanke, faculty
member of Iran’s University of Social
Welfare and Rehabilitation Sciences ad-
dressed the conference on March 1, on
the role of rehabilitation during disas-
ters with a focus on mental and social
interference in disasters and crises. He
first elaborated on the natural disasters
in Iran and later at the session asked the
young attendees to give their solutions
tothe portrayeddisastersandcrises.

On the second day, Dr. Yasmin Izad-

khah, faculty member of International
Institute of Earthquake Engineering and
Seismology, talked about how to train
local people in order to enable them to
cope with natural disasters and the role
the youth have in this regard. In two sep-
arate workshops she further discussed
issues related to protecting health in
disasters with a focus on HIV/AIDS, drug
addiction, food security and pregnancy
healthindisasters.

“Young people are the powerful
force in the Red Cross and Red Crescent
movements and they form almost half
of the volunteers in both organizations;
that’s why the YES strategy is looking for
new ways to use the youth for participat-
ing in more activities, and reaching out
to their societies and beyond,” said Qo-
badi-Dana.
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Youthorganizations activitiesin
othercountries

Among the speakers were repre-
sentatives from Afghanistan, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Egypt, Italy,
Irag, Kuwait, Syria, Tajikistan and Turk-
menistan who portrayed the activities
their young volunteers are doing to help
move forward the responsibilities of the
Red Crossand Red Crescentsocieties.

Afghanistan representative por-
trayed the activities the Afghan Red
Crescent Society has conducted for HIV/
AIDS prevention. He further said, the
young generation in Afghanistan is
highlyactiveinvolunteerworks.

Armenia representative said,
the youth organization of the
Red Cross has been established
in Armenia since 1992 and now
it has 13 branches in the country.
The organization has more than
36,000 volunteer members. It has
ajoint project with Austria Red Cross
named ‘Smile Club’ which provides
housingand protection for 70 kids.

Azerbaijan representative men-
tioned the good relations that have
been established between Azerbaijan’s
Red Crescentand the Azerigovernment.
There are several projects underway
for promotion of blood donation in the
country.

Kazakhstan’s representative talked
about the activities the Kazakh young
people are doing in the framework of
the Red Cross plans. “We don’t have a
separate organization for our youth, but

.:.:.:\.'- L-L:,..__' l':‘:-:\p

ouryoung people are highly active in the
Red Cross and are involved in promoting
volunteer culture among the country’s
people,” shesaid.

The representative from Egypt talk-
ed aboutthe training provided for young
Egyptian people in order to strengthen
their ‘crisis control’ capabilities. He said,
the Egyptianyoutharetrained onhow to
controlmental challenges after disasters

in order to be able to help people during
crisistime.

A young lItalian volunteer repre-
sented the European country at the
conference. He described Italy’s Red
Cross activities during natural disasters
and emergencies. He said, young people
are trained how to invite people to join
volunteer works and engage in the Red

Maheno

Crossprojects.

Iraqgi representative said that the
young volunteers in Irag’s Red Crescent
are more than 250,000 mostly focused
on helping Iragi and Syrian displaced
people.

Kuwait representative said the Red
Crescent Society in Kuwait aims at pro-
tecting people’s lives and their dignity.
He further said, the Red Crescent in Ku-
wait is mostly active in logistical support
and publicservice activities.

Syria representative said, the coun-
try’s Red Crescent has more than
11,000 volunteer members among
whom more than 3,000 are active.
She said they have a lot to do to

cope with the needs of more
than 4 million displaced people
and 2 million foreign refugees
inside Syria.

Tajikistan has 11 crisis re-
sponse centers and more than
7,000 volunteers are working with
Tajikistan Red Crescent Society, said
the country’s representative. They are
active in HIV/AIDS, Poliomyelitis and Tu-
berculosis prevention.

Turkmenistan representative said
that his country has 3,565 volunteers
whoaretrained duringschool years.

The participants prepared a state-
ment that was officially announced at
the closing ceremony. The statement
insisted on “the young people role
and capabilities in crisis management
and health protection after disas-
ters.”




Norouz Traveler
Health and Safety Project

The national ‘Norouz Traveler
Guide’ project was launched in 2000
with the aim of providing tourism in-
formation for the people who travel to
different parts of Iran during Norouz
holidays (March 21-April 2). The focus
was on introducing historical sites and
urbantourismattractions.

During past 15 years the project
has been revised several times in or-

The total number of services

people received from Iranian
Red Crescent Society Youth
Organization stations during

der to meet the needs of travelers.
Humanitarian and emergency assis-
tance was added to the project. This
year, Iranian Red Crescent Society
Youth Organization decided to re-
vise the project again. The name was
changed to ‘Norouz Traveler Health
and Safety Project’ and its goals were
revised to stand in the framework of
the organization’s mission and meet

Norouz holidays.

received Blood Glucose Level
testing services

The number of kids who used
the playgrounds and gaming

facilities at the project stations

The number of people who
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new requirements of travelling dur-
ing Norouz.

The project has changed to be in
line with the new concerns regarding
the high number of human losses on
roads, the youth’s risky behaviors and
the need to promote happiness in
society. The 2015 project focused on
road accident prevention and healthy
andsafetravel.

Radio programs with
‘healthy and safe travel’
theme recorded on CDs and

delivered to road travelers
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The number of people who used the
project’s stations and tents to say their

prayers

Volunteers provided services

to Norouz travelers




