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The Narrative

Mary qualtative ressarchers, especially ferminist res
searchers, use e narrative because they believe it
best enables them 10 ratain a richness and authentic-
ity from thair original deta sources (i.e., individual
personal slories or events in ethnographies, or spe-
cific historizal events). In simp e terms, the narrative
is story teling. In it an author presents two or more
evenls in temporal and causal sequences. Sume nar-
ratives are compex, wth alements suchas( 1) a sum-
mary statement of the entire story; (2) an orientation
that idertifies specific imes, places, persons, and sit-
uations; (3) complicating actions or Iwists in the plat
of "what happened"; (1) an evaluation or emotonal
assessment of the narrative’'smeaning or signifigance;
(5)a resolution or what occured after a dramatic high
point that resclves a suspenseful climatic event; ard
(6) a coda or signal that the narrative is ending.

People frequently tell one another storias in daily
ife. They usualy structure ororganize their narraives
nto onc ol several recognzed paticrns, often re-
-ounting it with visual clues, gestures, or voceintona-
vons for dramatic erphasis, Thestruciure may incluce
olct lines, core metaphers, and thetor cal devices that
Jraw on familiar cuttural and personal models to ef-
‘ertively commiuinicate maanings i others

The narrative is found in literature, artistic expras-
sions types of therapy, judicial inquiries, social or po-
liiga histories, tiography and autabiograghy, medizal
¢ase histories, end journalistic accoun's. Asa way (o
organize, analyze, and presert qualitative social sci-
ence data, the narralive sharzs many features with
other academic and cultural communication forms,
but il dffers from the positivist model for organizing
and reporing ot data. The pesilivist model empha-
sizes using impersonal, abstract, "newral’ language
and a s'andardized analytic approach.

Many qualtat ve researchers argue that researchers
who adop! the positivist model are simply using an
alernatveform of narative, ona with specializec con-
ventions. These conventions encourage formal ana-
Iylic models and abstract thecries, but such models
or theories ae ol necessarily superior to a story-
telling narrative. Positivist data analysis and reporting
conveniions have two negative effects. First, they
make it 2asier for researchers to lose sightof the con
crate actual events and personal experiences that
comprise social science déta. Second, they make it
more difficult for researchers to express ideas and
build social theories ir a ‘ormal that most people find
to be familiar and comfortable.
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