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Iranian Contemporary Architecture; Dream of transition,
and Cultural Gaps

Abstract

This article is centered on the transformation of Iranians’ dreams throughout
centuries has led to their desire for a different world, which has in turn brought
about occasional changes. Iranian city and architecture faced a shift of concepts
and meanings and also the predominance of “quality” over “quantity” in the
1340’s, which let anything quantitative find grounds for development.

The Iranian society’s dreams for changing the status quo throughout history have
gradually led towards negligence, which caused a gap in traditional architecture’s
natural flow. Today, architecture has abnormally lost its relation to the past and
compensated for it by new relations. Even more complexly, from theoretical and
practical points of view, existing challenges and uncertainties in cultural
interactions have found concrete, physical architectural representations. In other
words, architecture is now infected with some sort of cultural gap and perplexity.
This article seeks to highlight existing cultural gaps in architecture which are
consequences of similar gaps in Iranian society and culture. A review of the formal
transformations of contemporary architecture, and a close reading of different
architectural and cultural theories in accordance with current global developments
will lead towards the conclusion that the main cause of our current crisis is rooted
in cultural-social difficulties.

Key Words: Iranian Contemporary Architecture, Culture, Dream of transition,
Cultural Gap, Cultural Perplexity, Iranian Society
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