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CAPE TOWN – legislative capital
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SOUTH AFRICA: CAPITAL CITIES
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AFRICA – Cities
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EU
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Europe is the world’s second smallest continent with a 

total area of 4,053,309 sq miles (10,498,000 sq km). It 

comprises 46 separate countries, including Turkey and 

the Russian Federation, although the greater parts of 

these nations lie in Asia.

line of cross-section

Cross-section from Cape Saint Vincent, Portugal to the Ural Mountains, Russian Federation

Cape Saint
Vincent

Iberian 
Peninsula Pyrenees

Massif 
Central

British Isles

Alps

Carpathian
Mountains

Scandinavia

Baltic Sea

North 
European Plain

Ural 
Mountains

FACTFILE

Most Northerly Point:  Ostrov Rudol’fa, Russian Federation 81˚ 47‘ N 

Most Southerly Point:  Gávdos, Greece 34˚ 51‘ N 

Most Easterly Point:  Mys Flissingskiy, Novaya Zemlya,  

Russian Federation 69˚ 03‘ E

Most Westerly Point:  Bjargtangar, Iceland 24˚ 33‘ W

Largest Lakes:
Lake Ladoga, Russian Federation 7100 sq miles (18,390 sq km)
Lake Onega, Russian Federation 3819 sq miles (9891 sq km)
Vänern, Sweden 2141 sq miles (5545 sq km)
Lake Peipus, Estonia/Russian Federation 1372 sq miles (3555 sq km)
Vättern, Sweden 737 sq miles (1910 sq km)

Longest Rivers:
Volga, Russian Federation 2265 miles (3645 km)
Danube, C Europe 1771 miles (2850 km)
Dnieper, Belarus/Russian Federation/Ukraine 1421 miles (2287 km)
Don, Russian Federation 1162 miles (1870 km)
Pechora, Russian Federation 1124 miles (1809 km)

Largest Islands:
Britain, 88,700 sq miles (229,800 sq km)
Iceland, 39,315 sq miles (101,826 sq km)
Ireland, 31,521 sq miles (81,638 sq km)
Ostrov Severny, Novaya Zemlya, Russian Federation 18,177 sq miles (47,079 sq km)
Spitsbergen, Svalbard 15,051 sq miles (38,981 sq km)

Highest Points: 
El’brus, Russian Federation 18,510 ft (5642 m)
Dykhtau, Russian Federation 17,077 ft (5205 m)
Koshtantau, Russian Federation 16,877 ft (5144 m)
Gora Kazbek, Georgia/Russian Federation 16,647 ft (5074 m)
Gora Dzhangitau, Georgia/Russian Federation 16,571 ft (5051 m)

Lowest Point:
Caspian Depression, Russian Federation -92 ft (-28 m) below sea level

Highest recorded temperature:
Seville, Spain 122°F (50°C)

Lowest recorded temperature:
Ust’-Shchuger, Russian Federation -72.6°F (-58.1°C)

Wettest Place:
Crkvice, Bosnia and Herzegovina 183 in (4648 mm)

Driest Place:
Astrakhan’, Russian Federation 6.4 in (162.5 mm)
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Arctic Circle

(annexed by
Russia, 2014)
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EUROPE – Political

Political
The political boundaries of Europe have changed many times, especially during the 
20th century in the aftermath of two world wars, the break-up of the empires of 
Austria-Hungary, Nazi Germany, and, toward the end of the century, the collapse of 
communism in eastern Europe. The fragmentation of Yugoslavia has again altered the 
political map of Europe, highlighting a trend towards nationalism and devolution. In 
contrast, economic federalism is growing. In 1958, the formation of the European 
Economic Community (now the European Union or EU) started a move toward 
economic and political union and increasing internal migration. This process is still 
ongoing and the accession of Bulgaria and Romania in January 2007, and Croatia in 
2013, brought the number of EU member states to twenty eight. Of these, nineteen 
have joined the Eurozone by adopting the Euro as their official currency.

Population

Borders



147

Arctic Circle

Perm’

Samara

Ufa

Astrakhan’

OrenburgTol’yatti

Groznyy

I A N

T I O N

Georgia

A z e r b a i j a n
 

 
 

 
 

K
a

z

a k h s t a n
 

C
a

s
p

i
a

n
 

S

e
a

 

 
U

r a
l  

M
o

u
n

t a
i n

s
 

 c a s u s  

   Volga 

Transportation
Despite its fragmented geography and many 
natural frontiers, communications in Europe 
are well developed. Extensive motorway 
links allow rapid road transportation, while 
high-speed rail connections like France’s 
TGV (Train à Grande Vitesse), and the 
Channel Tunnel have improved rail travel. 
Outdated communication infrastructures in 
parts of eastern Europe, and insufficient 
transport links across the Alps, however, 
remain weak parts of the network.

Population
Europe is a densely populated, urbanized continent; in 
Belgium over 90% of people live in urban areas. The 
highest population densities are found in an area 
stretching east from southern Britain and northern 
France, into Germany. The northern fringes are only 
sparsely populated.

Standard of living
Living standards in western Europe 
are among the highest in the world, 
although there is a growing sector of 
homeless, jobless people. Eastern 
Europeans have lower overall 
standards of living—a legacy of 
stagnated economies.
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Languages
There are three main European language groups: Germanic languages 
predominate in central and northern Europe; Romance languages in 
western and Mediterranean Europe and Romania; while Slavic 
languages are spoken in eastern Europe and the Russian Federation. 
Isolated pockets of local languages, such as Basque and Gaelic, persist 
and frequently provide a focus for national identity.
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Climate
Europe experiences few extremes in either rainfall or temperature, with the 
exception of the far north and south. Along the west coast, the warm currents of 
the North Atlantic Drift moderate temperatures. Although east–west air 
movement is relatively unimpeded by relief, the Alpine Uplands halt the progress 
of north–south air masses, protecting most of the Mediterranean from cold, 
north winds.

Land use 
Europe’s swelling urban population and the outward expansion 
of many cities has created acute competition for land. Despite 
this, European resourcefulness has maximized land potential, 
and over half of Europe’s land is still used for a wide variety of 
agricultural purposes. Land in northern Europe is used for 
cattle-rearing, pasture, and arable crops. Towards the 
Mediterranean, the mild climate allows the growing of 
grapes for wine; olives, sunflowers, tobacco and citrus 
fruits. EU subsidies, however, have resulted in massive 
overproduction and a land “set-aside” policy has 
been introduced. 

Environmental issues
The partially enclosed waters of the Baltic and 
Mediterranean seas have become heavily polluted, while 
the Barents Sea is contaminated with spent nuclear fuel 
from Russia’s navy. Acid rain, caused by emissions from 
factories and power stations, is actively destroying 
northern forests. As a result, pressure is growing to 
safeguard Europe’s natural environment and prevent 
further deterioration.
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Climate

Environmental issues
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C a u c a s u s  

Using the land and sea

Temperature

below -22°F (-30°C)
-22 to -4°F (-30 to -20°C)
-4 to 14°F (-20 to -10°C)
14 to 32°F (-10 to 0°C)
32 to 50°F (0 to 10°C)
50 to 68°F (10 to 20°C)
68 to 86°F (20 to 30°C)
above 86°F (30°C)

0–1 in (0–25 mm)
1–2 in (25–50 mm)
2–4 in (50–100 mm)
4–8 in (100–200 mm)
8–12 in (200–300 mm)
12–16 in (300–400 mm)
16–20 in (400–500 mm)
more than 20 in (500 mm)

Rainfall



RHINE, GERMANY
The Rhine has been straightened in places, such 

as here, just south of Mannheim,  
to ease navigation.

12SOUTH FLEVOLAND, NETHERLANDS
This polder was reclaimed from the sea in 

the early 1970s and is now home to extensive 
farmland and small towns.

11BORDEAUX, FRANCE
Famous for its wines, this city sits on the west 
bank of the Garonne river, which is joined from 

the east by the Dordogne river.

10GIBRALTAR
A British colony since 1713, this rocky 

promontory commands a strategic position at 
the southern end of the Iberian Peninsula.

9

PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC
In August 2002 some parts of the capital 

were sti l l  under water after the worst 
f loods in l iving memory.

4BALSFJORD, NORWAY
Fjords were cut into Norway’s west coast by glaciers 
during the last ice age but as the ice retreated rising 

sea-levels f looded the valleys left behind.

3ORESUND LINK, DENMARK/SWEDEN
This l ink was opened to traffic in 2000, joining the 

Danish capital ,  Copenhagen, with the Swedish town of 
Malmö across the waters of the Oresund Strait .

2VATNAJÖKULL, ICELAND
Europe’s largest ice cap is located in the 

southeast of this Atlantic island.
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DANUBE DELTA, ROMANIA
The Danube river splits into several channels 
as it f lows into the Black Sea, forming one of 
Europe’s most important wetland ecosystems.

8LAKE VODLOZERO, RUSSIAN FEDERATION
The lake l ies within a national park, which protects one 
of the most untouched wilderness areas in Europe and 

encompasses plains, taiga forests, and wetlands.

7TALLINN, ESTONIA
The capital and main port of Estonia has 
become a popular tourist destination in 

recent years.

6HEL PENINSULA, POLAND
The long spit of this peninsula encloses Puck 

Bay and shelters the important port of Gdynia.

5

KEFALLONIÁ, GREECE
The largest of the Ionian Islands off Greece’s 

west coast, Kefalloniá is mountainous with 
relatively high rainfall .

16MOUNT ETNA, SICILY, ITALY
This combination of visible and thermal images 

shows the volcano erupting in July 2001 and 
clearly indicates the major lava f lows.

15ISTRA PENINSULA, CROATIA
This triangular peninsula marks the northern 

extent of Croatia’s Dalmatian coastline.

14VENICE, ITALY
Occupying the largest island in a sheltered lagoon at the 

north end of the Adriatic, this city was founded in  
452 CE and grew rich on an extensive trading network.

13

EU
R

O
P

E

151

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

11

12

13 14

15 16



152

Scandinavia, Finland & Iceland
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