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INTRODUCTION: 

 

The word linguistics has been derived from Latin words lingua meaning tongue and istics 

meaning knowledge or science. The field of linguistics, the scientific study of human 

natural language, is a growing and exciting area of study with an important impact on 

fields as diverse as education, anthropology, sociology, language teaching, cognitive 

psychology, philosophy, computer science and neuroscience among others.  

 

Fundamentally, Linguistics is the field which is concerned with the language and 

(linguistic) communication. When linguists use the term language or natural human 

language, they are revealing their belief that at the abstract level, beneath the surface 

variation, languages are remarkably similar in form and function and conform to certain 

universal principles.  

 

The study of language is ultimately the study of human mind. It is concerned with the 

structures, principles and patterns of language, its development and relation to other 

languages.  

 

What is language then? Language is the most powerful tool and adequate means of 

communication. It is a highly developed communicating system. And it is defined as a 

symbol system based on pure arbitrary convention, infinitely extendable and modifiable 

according to the changing needs and condition of speaker. (Robins. R. H, 1980). 

 

Branches of Linguistics:  

  

1) General Linguistics, (general aspects of language are studied), 

2) Historical Linguistics, (historical aspects of the language are studied), 

3) Anthropological Linguistics, (origins of the different languages are studied), 

4) Sociolinguistics, (Social aspects of language are studied, ex: dialects, etc…), 
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5) Psycholinguistics, (Basically, it is study of mind. In this, the Psychological 

aspects of language are studied), 

6) Neurolinguistics, (Brian functioning with respect to language is studied. The 

neurological aspects of language are studied. It is believed that all the language 

aspects are stored in left hemisphere for right hand persons and vice versa. In 

neurolinguistics, we study about all these things), 

7) Clinical linguistics, (the clinical or pathological aspects of language are studied. 

Ex: studying about language in aphasics, DSL, MR, etc…) 

8) Computational linguistics, (this involves translating one language to other 

language, analysis of language by using computer. It involves a computer 

engineer and a linguist.), 

9) Forensic Linguistics, (deals with finding criminal through evidences like voice 

and language of the person).  

 

Aspects of Linguistics: 

 

Linguistic structures are pairings of meaning and sound (or other externalization). 

Phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics are the different aspects of 

linguistics. 

Phonology and Phonetics:  

Phonology is a subfield of linguistics which studies the sound system of a specific 

language. Whereas phonetics is about the physical production and perception of the 

sounds of speech, phonology describes the way sounds function within a given language 

or across languages. In phonetics, we have articulatory phonetics (which deals with the 

production of sound), acoustic phonetics (deals with the characteristics of the sound i.e, 

voicing, etc…) and auditory phonetics (which studies about the perception of the sounds).  

Phonemics is the study of phonemes. Phone can be phoneme or allophone. Phoneme is a 

minimal disticntitive unit in the sound system of a language. (Ex: in pit and bit, when /p/, 
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/b/ are used, the meaning of the words will change). It is very important to pronounce 

these sounds correctly. If the meaning changes, the it will hamper the communication. An 

allophone is one of several similar phones that belong to the same phoneme.  

Morphology:  

 

Morphology is the study of the structure of word forms. Morphology studies the internal 

structure of words and the relationships among words. A morpheme is a minimal 

distinctive unit in the grammatical system of a language. Morpheme is distinctive 

because it can change the meaning. (ex: centre (noun) + al = central (adjective). Words 

are the combinations of morphemes. Morphemes are of two types. They are free and 

bound morphemes. Free morpheme is the one which can occur on its own and which has 

meaning. Bound morpheme is the one which cannot occur alone and does not have 

meaningless unless attached to a free morpheme.  

 

Syntax:  

 

Syntax is the study of the structure of sentence in terms of grammar, etc… In every 

language, there are several grammatical rules which are supposed to be followed by the 

speakers. Every native person has the grammatical knowledge of his own language 

without being taught. He acquires this competence i.e, acquisition of rules of language 

and performance is the application of these rules in a given situation. The traditional 

grammar is prescriptive i.e, the rules are prescribed. Descriptive grammar comprises of 

what exists in a language, i.e, rules.  

 

Semantics:      

 

Semantics is a main branch of linguistics which deals with the study of meanings. It is 

derived from Greek word ‘sema’ – sign or symbol. Broadly speaking, semantic s is that 

aspect which of linguistics which is devoted to study of relation between linguistic 

symbols and concepts they refer to.  
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Pragmatics:  

 

Pragmatics deals with the usage of language. The person should know how to use the 

language according to the context and he should know what he should speak at that time. 

And even they should interpret the linguistic message according to the context. Study of 

all these things is called as pragmatics.  

 

Principles of general linguistics:  

 

1. Linguistic competence and linguistic performance: (By Noam Chomsky). 

Linguistic competence is the knowledge of the language that is represented in a person’s 

mind or brain that provides a system for pairing sound and meaning. Linguistic 

performance is the use of such knowledge in the actual processing of sentences. It is the 

actual use of sentences in concrete situations. Typically, linguistics is concerned with the 

description of linguistic competence and psycholinguists are concerned with the 

description of linguistic performance.  

A grammar, in traditional view, is an account of competence. It describes and attempts to 

account for the ability of a speaker to understand an arbitrary sentence of his own 

language and to produce an appropriate sentence on a given occasion. Therefore, the 

native speaker’s competence can be characterized as a set of rules for producing and 

understanding sentences in his language. The competence of the person’s language can 

be studied through:  

1. Ability to detect ambiguous sentences,   

2. To distinguish grammatical from agrammatical sentences. 

3. To recognize relationships between sentences, 

4. To be aware of paraphrase relations in sentences.  

 

2. Synchrony and Diachrony:  
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De Saussure distinguished linguistic studies as synchronic and diachronic. Synchronic 

linguistics deals with the study of language at the present moment. Diachronic linguists 

concerns language in its historical development. A study of change form old to middle 

English is a diachronic study. A synchronic description is generally thought of as 

description of the language as it exists at the present day; modern linguistic studies are of 

this type. A synchronic approach is enough to gain a mastery over a contemporary 

language, but it is necessary to have a diachronic description to understand the evolution 

of that language.   

 

3. Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic relationship: (De Saussure)  

 

The structure of a language, according to De Saussure, can be segmented into two kinds 

of relationships – the syntagmatic and paradigmatic. The combinations that are 

segmented linearly are syntagms. Words become a sentence because they are chained 

together. So, the syntagmatic relationship is the combinational or chain relationship.  

Ex: We can come tomorrow. In this sentence, all the words are arranged linearly. i.e., the 

word we is correlated with can, and can with come, and so on… the relationship is that of 

Pronoun + Auxiliary verb + main verb + temporal adverb. The relationship is restricted 

to certain orders.  

 

The paradigmatic relationships are contrastive or choice relationships. Words that have 

something in common are associated in the memory, resulting in groups marked by 

diverse relations. For example, the word ‘Learning’ will unconsciously call to mind a 

host of other words – study, knowledge, discipline, etc… all these words are related in 

some way. The kind of relationship is called as associative or paradigmatic relationship. 

These are vertical relationships.   

  

4. Substance and Form: (De Saussure)  
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All languages have both substance and form. All distinct sounds produced by human 

speech organs and scripts produced by human hands to communicate are substances of 

human language. The oral substance is called the phonic substance and the visual 

substance is known as the graphic substance. It is from these substances that we form 

languages. The organization of language is its form which is grammar + lexis.  

 

Substance and form can be analyzed on two planes: content plane and expression plane. 

On the expression plane, linguistics deals with the form or shape of linguistics deals with 

the form and shape of linguistics elements without necessary taking their meaning into 

account. The content plane deals with semantics and expression plane is usually deals 

with the pragmatics.  

 

The form and substance distinction is the distinction between the system and the actual 

data, between theory and the actual utterance. By form we mean the various components 

of language such as phonology, grammar, morphology and syntax.  

      

The integration of form and substance is knowledge of language. Such knowledge 

underlies the behaviors of speaking and understanding. 

 

5. Langue and Parole:  

According to De Saussure, Langue is the faculty of human speech present in all normal 

beings due to heredity, but which requires the correct environmental stimuli for proper 

development. Langue, in the totality of language, deducible from an examination of the 

memories of all the language users. And parole is the actual usage of individuals, which a 

community manifests in its everyday speech, the actual, concrete act of speaking on the 

part of an individual, the controlled or controllable psycho-physical activity.  

 

So, parole is the set of all utterances that have actually been produced, while langue is the 

set of all possible grammatical sentences in the language.  
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Although, Chomsky’s competence/performance dichotomy closely resembles Saussure’s 

Langue and Parole, yet the main difference is that Saussure stressed on sociological 

implications of langue while Chomsky stresses on the psychological implication of 

competence.  

 

Interdisciplinary scope of linguistics:  

Linguistics and anthropology: The subject matter of linguistics is ‘langauge’ which is 

man’s prime area of communication and that of anthropology is man. The range of 

research activities of linguistic anthropologies are many, like preparing foreign language 

text books, preparing school grammar.  

 

Computational linguistics: This is also called mathematical linguistics, statistical 

linguistics or mechano-linguistics. It deals with the application of computer in linguistics 

field. These include:  

• Computer oriented studies in morphology and syntax made popular for techniques 

like predictive analysis. 

• It is useful in teaching purposes. 

• It helps in comparative study of language.  

 

Linguistics and instruction in the native languages:  

Linguistics plays an important role in giving instruction in native language. Linguistics 

has been recently used in the English text books, reading, spelling materials. The results 

of the discipline have been applied by linguistics. The knowledge of language which 

linguistics provide can be seen to aid the teacher in copying with many of the language 

problems that arise.  

 

Linguistics and teaching foreign language:  

There are limitations to the old translation and direct methods of language learning. The 

linguistic approach to language teaching involves learning or teaching set of rules to the 
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learner which enables onto implement rules and come out with or generates new 

sentences on their own. 

 

Scope of linguistics: 

Researchers and practioners have been using or applying linguistic techniques in new 

developments which might be useful for special fields like teaching, communication, 

psychology, etc…the use of linguistic ideas in new fields led to the development of fields 

as follows:  

 

Biolinguistics: 

It includes not only the anatomical physiological foundations of speaking and hearing, 

but also the place of speech event in human ecology, the development of an individual 

and human evolution. Biolinguistics is a fairly recent field.  

 

Ethno linguistics:  

The ethnology of language is ethno linguistics. It studies man’s customs (ex: those 

relating to naming children, joking, greeting, swearing, etc…) relates them to language 

has studied intrinsically and to nonlinguistic customs and finally places language in 

relation to the larger programs of the science of the culture group, tradition and 

innovation, cultural relativism and ethnocentrism and cultural revolution.  

 

Developmental linguistics:  

A developmental linguist will try to describe the child’s development in terms of a 

sequence of grammars. They supposed that children to have an access to a mentally 

represented grammar. They move towards this through a sequence of incomplete or 

immature grammar. Children between the age one and half and two and half have a spurt 

in their grammatical development. This uniform and rapidity in the pattern of children’s 

linguistic developments are central facts which a theory of language acquisition must 

seek to explain.  
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Psycholinguistics:  

Psycholinguistics is the study of mental mechanisms that make it possible for people to 

use language. A psycholinguist addresses the question of how the mentally represented 

grammar (linguistic competence) is employed in the production and comprehension of 

speech (linguistic performance). 

 

Neurolinguistics:  

It is a branch of linguistics that deals with the representation of the linguistic knowledge 

in the brain. The study of patients with various types of brain damage has revealed that 

different parts of the brain are associated with different functions. It is possible to localize 

the different functions in the brain.  

 

Sociolinguistics:  

Sociolinguistics studies the ways in which language interacts with society. It is the study 

of the way in which language structure changes in response to its different social 

functions and definitions of what these functions are. It takes into account factors like 

social background of listener and speaker, relationship between speaker and listener and 

content and manner of interaction, maintaining that they are crucial to understanding of 

both the structure and function of the language used in that situation as the usage of 

language varies from place to place (dialect). Language usage varies among socio classes 

and it is these sociolects that sociolinguistics can study.  

 

Clinical Linguistics:  

Clinical linguistics gradually emerged as a coherent sub-discipline of applied linguistics. 

It emerged in large measure as a result of the pioneering work of David Crystal. 

Linguistics known to play a major role in the study of communication disorders. Some 

areas of clinical linguistics include clinical phonetics, clinical phonology, clinical 

pragmatics.  
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Clinical linguistics is the application of theoretical and descriptive linguistics to speech 

and language disorders and remediation. Crystal defined it as the application of theories, 

methods and findings of linguistics (including phonetics) to the study of those situations 

where language handicaps are diagnosed and treated. In other words, clinical linguistics 

is seen as an applied discipline which is only ultimately justified if it can be shown to 

contribute to remedial progress. The applications of linguistics to other activities serving 

particular purposes in the world are collectively known as applied linguistics. Clinical 

linguistics is a branch of applied linguistics. 

 

Theory and Practice: the relationship between linguistic theory and description and 

practical clinical concerns are mutually influential. Any clinical linguistic analysis of 

clinical data will invariably raise issues that have potential theoretical implications for 

language in general.  

 

Clinical relevance of linguistics:  

The central focus of Clinical Linguistics is the application of the principles and methods 

of linguistics and phonetics to communication impairment in children and adults.  

Clinical linguistics plays a key role in the description, analysis and remediation of 

communication impairment. The study of linguistic aspects of communication 

development and disorder is also of relevance to linguistic theory and our understanding 

of language more generally. 

Crystal (1984) and Grunwell (1985b, 1993) argues that the careful and systematic 

description of the client’s communication behavior provides a means of assessing that 

behavior in relation to linguistic and developmental areas. They suggest that clinical 

linguistic analysis can reveal the systematic and communicative status of the client’s 

linguistic patterns in their own, regardless of considerations of target norms. They further 

suggest that the descriptive and analytical processes should aid differential diagnosis and 

categorization of the client’s behaviors according to different identifiable types of 
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linguistic deficit and disorder. The information derived from analysis should also 

facilitate the formulation of specific treatment aims and strategies. Careful analysis 

carried out at different points during the assessment and management process allows 

identification and evaluation of changes in the client’s communicative behavior over 

time. Thus, clinical linguistic analysis and description have an important role and 

developing role both inside and outside the treatment room. 

1.According to Jacobson (1964), the pathology of language, far from being a random 

disturbance, obeys a set of rules; the rules underlying the regression of language cannot 

be elicited without the consistent use of linguistic techniques and methodology. An 

explicit knowledge of the nature of language, its grammar and its functioning would be 

helpful in providing adequate therapies to individuals who are suffering from various 

kinds of language disorders. (Ex: Brain damage due to an accident or stroke can lead to 

partial or complete loss of the ability to use of language. When the loss is partial, the 

aspect of language that gets affected might differ from one person to another person. 

Linguistic analysis helps to find out which component of language is affected. 

2. Speech disorders can also affect the control of grammar in various ways. Study of 

aphasia requires the structural analysis of language. The symptoms exhibited in aphasia 

like agrammatism can be better understood with a thorough knowledge of linguistics. Its 

found that in many of these instances, the defect can be very much reduced through 

therapeutic intervention. But a fairly good explicit knowledge of grammar of the 

concerned language is necessary not only for providing such a therapeutic intervention, 

but also for establishing the exact type of grammatical defect that has affected the speech 

of a particular individual. The process of diagnosis by the linguistic analysis of 

disordered speech by suitably devised tests may show which abilities have been impaired. 

3. Patients with congenital hearing impairment show various language deficits like 

phonological deficits, syntactic errors, and semantic deficits. Autistics may exhibit 

pragmatic deficits. For the purpose of assessment of any language deficits in such cases, 
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various tests are required, the formulation of which demands good knowledge in 

linguistics.  

4. Developmental linguistics has been the basis for development of various language tests 

for the diagnosis of child language disorder. Ex: the Linguistic Profile Test that tests for 

phonology, syntax and semantics compares the language performance of children with 

that of the normative established to get the appropriate language age of the child tested.  

5. For post therapy evaluation, concept of linguistics stands crucial. Ex: in post treatment 

evaluation of syntax the goal taken may be to work on the case markers and the 

appropriate usage may be evaluated based on linguistic knowledge.  

6. Transcription, which is a part of linguistics, is used in the assessment of various speech 

and language disorders. Whenever a speech sample is obtained from a client for linguistic 

study (whether spontaneous speech, reading aloud, conversation, etc…) the first step 

should be to make a good transcription. This transcription can be referred to again and 

again and the same transcription can serve as the basis for a prosodic, grammatical, 

semantic, sociolinguistic or other analysis. 

7. Linguistics is the basis for many diagnostic tests in speech and language. Test of 

articulation, like Kannada articulation test, Malayalam articulation Test, etc… which tests 

for articulation of various phonemes based on phonetics. Tests for diagnosing learning 

disability, like Early Reading Skills, tests for Phoneme-Grapheme correspondence, 

screening test for acquisition of syntax in Kannada, tests for syntax. Test of Emergent 

Expressive Morphology (TEEM), Test for knowledge of morphemes. Kannada Language 

Test and Malayalam language test (MLT) are used to find the language age of a child. It 

tests various linguistic aspects like case markers, synonyms, homonyms, etc… Western 

Aphasia Battery also tests for components of language.  

Applications of linguistic theory in clinical fields include:  
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a. Phonetics and Phonology: the assessment and treatment of phonological 

disorder have been firmly grounded on segmental linear models of phonology. 

Another development in theoretical phonetics and phonology which is yet to have 

a significant impact on speech pathology is the growing interest in models that 

seek to unite the areas of phonetics and phonology to produce more unified 

accounts of the ways in which the two areas interrelate and can inform each other. 

This in turn may have implications for phonological disorders and its relation to 

disorders of articulation and phonetics.  

b. Grammar: the most influential theory of grammar is Chomsky’s theory of 

Universal grammar. Using this model it has been argued, for eg. That the fact that 

English speaking individuals with Broca’s aphasia often omit noun and verb 

inflections, whereas, Italian speaking individuals with Broca’s aphasia never do 

so can be explained by attributing to each group a different initial setting for the 

stem parameter. Leonard (1988) described specific language impairment in 

children as a failure to set pragmatics appropriately. 

c. Pragmatics: Pragmatics is playing an important role in language pathology and 

therapy. Ex: speech act theory (Jane Austin, 1962), discourse analysis and 

conversation analysis adds on the clinical practices which are very much useful 

for the proper assessment and therapy of any case related to pragmatic disorder.  

d. Cognitive neuropsychology: one area of psycholinguistics that many speech 

language therapists have recently found useful in clinical work – particularly in 

assessment and treatment of aphasia is cognitive neuropsychology. Cognitive 

neuropsychology models the psychological processes that underlies language 

production and comprehension and focuses on processing in individuals, rather 

than, attempting to identify properties of language that are universal.  

Clinical linguistics has emerged as an identifiable sub discipline of linguistics. Its 

contribution to speech language therapy has been increasingly recognized. There is an 

assumption that the speech language pathologist should be able to do all the necessary 

clinical linguistic analysis and assessment incorporating an appropriate level of 
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theoretical knowledge and practical detail across all client groups and disorders and 

across all areas of linguistics.  
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