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A UNIQUE FESTIVAL

Izatollah Alizadeh, head of technical department of the
26th International Festival of Films for Children and Young
Adults, mentioning the festival was unique considering
the number of cities showing the festival movies said the
festival and its films are screened in 10 provinces of Iran (50
cities) simultaneously with Isfahan and five cinema in Tehran
screen only the festival movies. He pointed out 95 percent
of the screened movies were in digital format and only five
percent of the movies were in 35mm format.
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| USED TO MAKE FILM ABOUT
CHILDREN AND NOW | AM MAKING
FILMS FOR CHILDREN

Nadereh Torkamani director of Gourdaleh and Ame Quli in
a press conference said her main concern is children genre
and it's been twenty years since she is making films for
children. “Before, | used to make film about children and
now | am making films for children” Torkamani said. She
added, “This film is based on a book called “myths of my
homeland” which is written by my husband Khosro Salehi.
| chose this tale because | thought it would be interesting
not only for children but also for their parents. The origin
tale was a two-page story but we rewrite it as a screenplay
and we did our best to make it as much interesting as
possible.”
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ITIS THE AUDIENCES TIME TO DECIDE

Director of The Little Big Man, Sadegh Daghighi, in a
press conference said, “For making a film about Behnam
Mohammadi, one of the thirty three thousands thirteen years
old martyrs, we did a long time research and finally Parvaneh
Marzban and Abdol Jabbar Deldar wrote the film script. | had
made Television films and documentaries before but it was my
first long feature films, so | know there are some weaknesses
in the film. We did our best to make a good film. | also have to
say thanks to Mohammad Javad Salampoor the actor of the
film who palyed Behnam Mohammadi role in this film.
Parvane Marzban, the producer, pointed, “We made this film
to show war is bad but defense is good. We did our best to
make the audience pleased, and now it's the audience turn
to tell us how much we were successful”
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ENJOYMENT OF CHILDREN

Director of “The Bold Children’, Hojjat Seifi in the press
conference of the movie in the 26th International Festival
of Films for Children and Young Adults said: “This is my four
movie for children. | made my previous movies for the sake
of my sister and my debt to children’s world. | decided to
make a movie about children living in an island a few years
ago. | did this because | think geography has an important
role in our life. | wanted to make a movie that children finds
its story familiar. | watched the movie with children in the
cinema and enjoyed seeing them enjoying watching it.”
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DISASTROUS EFFECT OF VIDEO
GAMES

Director of “Robot’; Rahim Behboodifar in the press conference
of the movie in the 26th International Festival of Films for
Children and Young Adults said: “the story of this movie is very
important for me. Because the movie talks about my personal
concerns about the world, | make it as an independent movie
without any governmental help. | wrote the script two years
ago and wait for the right moment to make it. | made four
tele-films in between; one of the titled “Mysterious House” was
screened here two years ago. But | can name “Robot” my debut
film in professional cinema. By this film | wanted to show what
disastrous effect of video games have on children lives.”
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The first workshop of the Festival
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At the first workshop of the 26th International Festival of Films
for Children and Young Adults, Iranian cineastes and critics
(Kamran Maleki, Vahid Nikkhah Azad, Dariush Babaian, Saeed
Hashemi and Ali Ruintan) discussed possible ways and strategies
for screening children movies so more audience will be attracted
to them. Vahid Nikhkhah Azad, director of Children movies said:
“The problem of screening children movies will be solved by
making good movies. We rarely made any children movie in the
last 20 years. We have to think about children cinema all the time,
not only in the days of this festival.”

Babaian pointed out that flmmakers must pay much attention
to the story they are going to tell for children and stories have
to deal with contemporary needs of children. He also stressed
on the importance of teaching young talents of cinema for a
brighter future of children cinema. x

Cristisno Bortone
A WONDERFUL JOURNEY

Cristisno Bortone was born in Rome
1968.He was graduated from University
of California in Los Angeles (UCLA). He
is famous for his movie “Red Like the
Sky” which won Best Children’s Film in
Hamburg Film Festival award and the
best screenplay award at Hamedan
International Festival of Films for
Children and Young Adults. He is a jury
member of 26th International Festival
of Films for Children and Young Adults.
Bortone loves children cinema and
working with them. He believes working with children is more
interesting than working with adults and it is like a wonderful
journey.

He continued “I am 44 years old but sometimes | see myself
as a child” Director of Red Like the Sky believes the most
important aspect of making movies for children is writing
the script. “In writing for children simplicity is the first thing
you have to think about. In children screenplays you have
to develop universal emotions. It is interesting that many
children movies have similar themes; growing up, friendship,
fighting fears like loss of parent and eventually going on the
journey to salvation.”

Bortone said the interesting thing about Isfahan International
Festival of Films for Children and Young Adults is that it focuses
on Asian movies and it gives Western directors a chance to
become familiar with Asian children movies.

~

Ali Reza Sajadpoor
THIS GENRE SHOULD BE TAKEN
CIFICALLY

The Vice President of Cinematic Organization of Iran, Ali Reza
Sajadpoor, said, “Regarding its cultural objectives, International
festival of films for Children and young adults is the second
most international film festival in Iran after Fajr International
Film Festival. This cultural event has sort of global impact and in
fact it is considered as the second most important film festival
for Children and Young Adults in the world. | believe that having
this festival in Isfahan is a pleasing event because the festival is
known by the name of Isfahan in the world.”

“This year we made an exact schedule for International festival
of films for Children and Young Adults and planed for a close
contribution with cinematic organization.” Sajadpoor added,
“The obvious fact of this claim is that we screened children films
in the most important time for film screening in Iran, namely,
New Year holiday. Regarding its limited time, assigning one
screen hall to children genre confirms Isfahan’s concern about
this event. Diplomatic relations for using different capacities
for having cultural events is very important and undoubtedly
it requires meetings and negotiations with cultural authorities.
So we believe that different organizations should contribute to
each other to help us reach our main goal. We also should know
that children cinema in governmental sector is developing more
importantly in folklore tales. It is also worthy to mention that
children cinema should be taken more specifically so in result
cineastes can work on this genre more specifically”. x

~N

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH JURY
STATEMENT ABOUT

ANTI-ISLAM MOVIE

In the name of God

We, children of Iran learned to respect adults.

We also learned to respect religious figures.

We are taught to respect all the prophets.

Our little hearts are hurt by this disrespectfulness towards
prophet of kindness. Our hearts hurt and we wept. Is there
anyone out there who likes children weeping?

We and all the children of the world like that directors of
the world show beauty of religions and prophets in their
movies.

We and all the children of the world invite all the adults
around the world to a peaceful, happy life and obeying
heavenly religions.

We are seeking for that day.
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INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF FILMS
FOR CHILDREN & YOUNG ADULTS
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Prophet of Mercy
and Children

Anyone who enters a bazaar and
buys a gift for his family is like a
person who helps needy people.
This person must firstly help girls
and then boys. Certainly anyone
who makes a girl happy is like
a person who frees a slave and
anyone who makes a boy happy
is like someone who has cried
in fear of Allah, and the person
who cries in fear of Allah, will
definitely enter Heaven.
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