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In-linguistics,-a-word-is-the-smallest-element-that-can-be uttered-in-isolation-with-objective -or-

p_ractical-meanjn.

This-contrasts-deeply-with-a-morpheme, ‘which-is-the-smallest-unit-of ' meaning -but-will-not-
necessarily-stand-on-its-own.-A-word-may-consist-of-a-single-morpheme-(for-example: -oh/, -rock, -
red,-quick, -run,-expect),-or-several-(rocks, redness, -quickly, running, -unexpected), whereas-a-
morpheme-may-not-be-able-to-stand-on-its-own-as-a-word-(in-the -words-just-mentioned, these-are-
-s,-ness, -lee, -in, -un-,~-end).-A-complex-word-will-typically-include-a-root-and-one-or-more-
affixes-(rock-s, -red-ness, -quick-lee, run-nine, -un-expect-end),-or-more-than-one-root-in-a-
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concept-behind-either.-Spoken-words-are - made-up-of-units-of-sound-called -phonemes, -and-written-
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:: In linguistics, a word is the smallest element that can be uttered in isolation with objective or
« practical meaning.
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