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Biosystematic study of Great gerbil species Rhombomys opimus
Lichtenstein, 1823 (Rodentia: Gerbillinae) in lran

Hosseinzadeh M.S. and Darvish J.
Biology Dept., Faculty of Science, Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, I.R. of IRAN

Abstract

The Great gerbil is an endemic species of the Turkmenistan fauna that has gradually
penetrated the Iranian plateau and then has been expanded to northeast, east and central
Iran. The purpose of this study is to investigate intraspecific variations of Great gerbil
and also investigate current subspecies in studied areas using cranial characters. 80
specimens belonging to Rodentology research Department, Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad were studied using 10 cranial variables. These specimens were collected from
Sarakhs, Turkmen plain, Dragaz, Bojnord (Robat gharehbil) and Yazd. Univarate and
multivariate analysis confirm close relation between Sarakhs, west of Turkmen plain
and Bojnord (Robat gharehbil), on one hand, close relation between Dragaz, central and
east of Turkmen plain. The results suggest Yazd specimens as R.opimus sargadensis

and the others as R.opimus sodalis.
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