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IN THE MONTH OF TESHRI, WHEN CYRUS CONDUCTED A CAMPAIGN AT OPIS ON THE BANKS OF THE
TIGRIS AGAINST THE ARMY OF THE BABYLONIANS, THE PEOPLE OF BABYLON TOOK FLIGHT. HE MADE

OFF WITH PLUNDER AND KILLED THE PEOPLE
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The Persians inflicted a defeat on the Babylonians at the city of Opis, captured
Sippar
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s Encyclopadia Iranica, M. Dandamayev, Babylonian chronicles, August 19,
2011

g0 99 (S 50
.Cyrus created a bloodbath under the people and took away booty
o2

o 5 Jluw LS g (9903 ple i 1) p3 y0) Ctil of y 4 (593 ploo [mmgl 48] by o5H
S

i\ M. A. Dandamaev, A Political History of the Achaemenid Empire,
NewYork: Leiden, 1989, Pp 47

WAR WITH BABYLONIA AND THE FALL OF SYRIA 47

as well as classical references, and the results of the archaeological excava-
tions which have continued for many years, see Koldewey 1925; see also
Unger 1970}

The strong formifications were of lintde avail 1o Nabomidus, who lacked
the solid support from his own people. In August 539 B.C., the Persians
defeated the Babylonian army a1 Opis. After the fall of Opis there were
no further great battdes. The Persians broke through the defences of
Nebuchadnezzar [1, and then crossed the Tigris to the south of Opis, and
laid siege to Sippar. The defence of Sippar was headed by Nabonidus
himsell. The Persians, however, were only confronted with minor
resistance from the garrisor nd Nabonidus was forced 1o flee to
Babylon. On October 10, Sippar fell to the Persians, Two days later the
Persian army under Ugbaru was able to enter Babylon without hin-
drance, and Nabonidus was seized. According to the Babylonian Chrom-
cle, the capital surrendered without struggle. This detail is corroborated
by archacological sources, as no traces have been found of conflagrations
or violent destructions of houses, in occupation layers which date to the
fall of the city 1o the Persians (Reuther 1926:34-36)

On October 29, 539 B. C. | Cyrus entered Babylon amid great popular
rejorcing and feasting. The Babylonian Chronicle reports the following
events for the seventeenth year of Nabonidus (111 12-23; see ABC:10941.).

““In the month of Tashritu, when Cyrus fought a baule at Opis on [the
bank of] the Tigns, ... the army of Akkad withdrew. He (Cyrus) created
a bloodbath under the people and took away booty, On the fourteenth day
Sippar was taken without a fight. Nabonidus fled. On the sixteenth day
Ugbaru, the governor of Gutium, and the army of Kurash entered
Babylon without struggle. Thereafter, when Nabonidus withdrew, he was
captured in Babylon. To the end of the month the shicldbearers from
Gurium surrounded the gates of Esagila, (but) there was no interruption

WWW. dya n net.Com of the rites in Esagila and (in the other) temples, and the fixed moments
for the ceremonies were not neglected. On the third day of the month of
Arabsamna, Kurash entered Babylon, and (the road) in front of him was
covered (with green branches?). Peace was installed in the city. Kurash
pronounced to all of Babylon (words of) greeting. Gubaru, his governor,
appointed the district officers in Babylon, Commencing during the month
of Kislimu, and continuing to the month of Addaru, the gods of the land
of Akkad, whom Nabonidus had ordered to be removed to Babylon,
returned to their places. On the night of the eleventh day of the month
of Arabsamna, Ugbaru died. In the month of [Arahsamna ... | the wife of
the king died. From the 27th day of Addaru to the third day of Nisannu,
[there was] general mourning in Akkad, and all people uncovered their
heads (cf. below).""
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