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AbstractThi s paper approaches the possibil
and the meaning of its autBeilegnti c choic
and Time Two opposite views, i.e., two interpretations of the
possibility and the meaning ddasei n’s choice are consi
discussed. What | think about the subject, as the conclusion, is

expressed in the last part of the papdy. ideais achieved through

anﬁwfering to two questiong/hat anxiety discloseshdWh at A Cal | o

calls for?

Opposite views
Hubert Dreyfus and Jane Rubin in a commentary on the second part of
Being and Timediscusst he meaning of Dasei n’ s
commentary, Wi I e trying to |Iink the conc
and Kierkegaard’'s thbeghtctoythetl
such a question:
Can Heidegger lay out a secularized interpretation of the self and
authenticity that, by dropping Kierke
each self has a world with its own differentiated meanings, shows the
way of life skéched in theEdifying Discoursego be a workable
answer to the indifference, leveling, conformism, and consequent
dullness of everyday life@&R, p. 304)

Henceforth, t heir di sceunsBeingon f oc
and Time. Heidegger takes this concept from Kierkegaard but use it in
a secular sense. Based on Dreyfus and Rubin, anxiety discloses to

Dasein that it does not have any a
view:A | | -tHebakesof-w h i €hhve been provided bylture and
are foranyoneDasei n “can never acquire an

because it can never take over these impersonal public possibilities in

Dreyfus, Hubert L. and Rubin, Jane. (1991
Later Heidegger” appeared as aBeingippendi X
thewor | d: a commentary on Hei,dTPEessrpp.s bei nc

283341Thi s has been cited”.n the |

Angst
Heidegger, MartinSein und ZejtMax Niemeyer Verlag, Tubingen, 1953.

All quotations from this book are of its English translation: Heidegger, Martin. (1996)
Being and Timgtranslated by Joan Stambaugh, State University of New York Press,

1996 | t has been cited with pagination for
pagination for the ger mamotethat|referliedtc i t e t o
transl at e Utlhgbeaatian(as appearbdoexactly in the german text)

Stambaugh hyphlernat'esanidt tasan‘shate “.Sein” a

Worumwillen,
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a way that would make t hem(bidts own
p. 332)

In the following, Dreyfs and Rubin approach concepts of
“deat h” a in dHeideggeu. i Daseiit, even when not doing
anything wrong, is guilty because its being is not in its own control.

Only Dasein dies. Other beings perish and death is the end of existence.
Anxiety discloss nothingness to Dasein. Dasein faces anxiety in two
ways: fl eeing of or eindanattunement t o it
fitting anxiety, aisnahxiotusBmd of geing. owar d
Authentic Dasein enters anxiety.

According to what has been daDreyfus and Rubin think there
are three puzzles about the possib
thought:

How could Dasein ever choose to become authentic, given what
anxiety discloses?

How could authentic Dasein ever choose to take up any particula
project, given what anxiety discloses?

How could anything matter or be meaningful to authentic Dasein,
given what anxiety discloses?

On their view, Heidegger gives convincing answers to the first

t wo questions but hi s annetwogaly t o t h
convincing” (lbid).

William Bracken ina paper ej ect s Dreyfus and
and says this c¢claim is arose fron
Bracken’s opinion:

Given the account of anxiety they attribute to him [Heidegger], Dreyfus and
Rubin should find this Heidegger'’'s respon
tot_erll y convincing”.

s

|
heir suppo
supported by the text (B, p. 533).

Bracken thinks that all three puzzles ariseonf their
misinterpretation of anxiety [in fact, of what anxiety discloses], and the
puzzles dissolve once the distortions are identified (Ibid).

Based on their concept of deathBeing and Timéstructural
nullity of Dasein), Dreyfus and Rubin proposereething which name

edly Heidegger’'s answers t

it an “analogon” for the unreprese
in dying, there are no possibilities left, world recedes and everything is
meani ngl ess. T hi 4o livedusidlybnesuca awag nal o g

that the world is cortantly seen to be meaningless and | am constantly

Schuld
Entschlossenheit
Befindlichkeit
Sein zum Tode
Bracken, William F. (2005) “1s Ther a |

e
Dasein Can Act?: A Critique of Dreyfus and RubinBwing and Timg Di vi si on | |
Inquiry, 48:6,533%6 5 2 . I owi | ci"t.e to tth
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owning up to the fact that Dasein is not only the null basis as revealed
in the anxiety of conscience but also is a nullity in that it can make no
possibilitiesitsown.” ( D&R, p. 311).

In order to understal the analogon, | should picture myself in
the death moment: | have no possibilities left; the world recedes;
everything is seen to be meaningless. Then, | should see my life
constantly in terms of “as T A I
discloses my ow.

Let's back to the three puzzles.
to the first and second questions (I, Il) is that these questions
presuppose authenticity as a matter of choice, while there is no choice.

Rat her , aut hent i cittansforfmatien thiatltanese x p e r
from Dasein’s accepting its power|

It remains to answer to the third question. They lay this answer

out in the context of tradition or
possibilities’ iwmhgi ol weesiodt t*hleewne
328). However, this answer flatly contradicts their prior saying that

from anxiety point of view, all possibilities become indifferent and

meani ngl ess. They regard this answ
Heidegger s answer to the third questio
answer is far worst than “not tot al

conflicts with their interpretation of anxiety, but make two first answers
invalid too. According to Bracken, their assessmie o f Hei degg
answer to the third puzzle is conceivable in two ways:
Heidegger did not access to the right answer, then it reveals an inconsistency
in the text;
Interpretation of anxiety in all three puzzles is in question (B, p. 540).
Bracken argues$or the latter. Heidegger, during talking about

opening world’”s meaninglessness 1in
whil e the content afsessenyallyipartisulaa nc e ¢
and concrete, his analysis of what is understood in the callrdgn o

stablish “the existential conditior

the call (BT, p. 325 [280]). Bracken presents many evidences in
defense of his interpretation. What fades away in anxiety is everyday
mattering, not any mattering. He, eventugl, s ees Dr eyf us a
misinterpretation of anxiety as the root cause of all puzzles (B, p. 550).

What | think

| think, the problem is that after reading this boBki(g and Timgthe
reader, in any way, i s fawhatds wi t h
the meaning of Dasein’s <choice?”.
Dasein’s choice, we ne®Widat angety under
disclosesandWh at A Cal | ocall s for ?

Ruf/ ~
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What anxiety disclosesP think accepting powerlessnesss
Dreyfus and Rubin meait is one aspect of what anxiety discloses to
Dasein, but accepting as such does not lead to authenigitgeing
with Bracken, | think Dasein chooses. The point is that anxiegs

not det ethewakesd-whf oh” exi stenfirstel |y,
ti me, provides the possibi-thety of
sakesof-wh i ¢c h” for D a s e iitmandlreeingiit frami v i d u a

numerous accidental possibilities of everydayn@s, p. 286 [310]).
The question “ wh aistenselh(ontid) aheadndocdo ? " i
not be answered publically. Anxiety just reveals to Dasein timat
choose itself .Angstdiscldsey Dasein akeiagy s : “
possible and indeed as what can be individualized in individuation of
It s o wn Ibigcld6r[iB8])’ Thg other crucial point is to note
t h ahat about whickAngst[anxiety]is anxious is beingn-the-world
itselft. * (1 bid, p. 175 [187]) a#nd i n nc
theworld) becomes anxious solely about its own sgf §elf vs.
“ T h-2 @1 }f Then, anxiety is incomparable to any other attunes of
Dasein because it is the fundamental attunement of Dasein (Ibid, p. 286
[310]). And Heidegger makes this clear in a paragraph:
It is true that it is the nature of every kinflattunement to disclose
complete Being-in-the-world in all its constitutive factors (world,
Beingin, self). However, inAngst there lies the possibility of a
distinctive disclosure, singgngstindividualizes. The individualizing
fetches Dasein backdm its falling prey and reveals to it authenticity
and inauthenticity as possibilities of its being. The fundamental
possibilities of Dasein, which are always my own, show themselves
in Angst as they are, understood by innerworldly beings to which
Dasein,initially and for the most part, clingdb{d, p. 178 [19691]).

Then, anxiety discloses to Dasein its loneliness and its urgent
need to choose itself and causes Dasein to choose existentielly, but does
not determine what it should choose.

Wh at i Clafbr2Just as anxiety which does not determined
“What should | do?”, call al so is

The call is lacking any kind of utterance. It does not even come to

words, and yet it is not at all obscure and indefinite. Conscience

speaks solely and constanttythe mode of silence. Thus it not only

loses none of its perceptibility, but forces Dasein thus summoned and

called upon to the reticence of itself. The fact that what is called in the

call is lacking a formulation in words does not shunt this phenomenon

into the indefiniteness of a mysterious voice, but only indicates that

the understanding of “what is called”
of a communication of any such thlr(gmd pp. 252253[273-74])

As Heidegger implicitly says in this paragraph, expecting to
determine publically what call calls for and taking it as a measure
(Intersubjectivity) of validity or meaningfulness is illegitimate.
Furthermore, * Ca | | tmode o diseourse (lbid, p. 251[272]).

Man-selbst /
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Heidegger has already analyzed the structure of discdagge( and
showed t hat ther e ar e many st e
c o mmu n i1 avhichoare: attunement, understandingand
interpretation (lbid, p. 150 [160]). So, call can be shared asla
derivative mode of interpretation.

What the call discloses is nevertheless unequivocal, even if it gets

interpreted in different ways in individual Dasein in accordance with

its possibilities of being understood. Whereas the content of the call

is semingly indefinite, the direction it takes is a sure one and is not

to be overlooked(bid, p. 253 [274]).

Although Heidegger talks a lot about the content of the call (not
in a determinative mode), but he notes that, at least, in anyheay
direction t takes is a sure one and is not to be overlookéslobvious
that he refuses to talk about existentiell content of call and emphasizes
on perceiving it existentially.
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Act ?: A Critique of Dreyfus and Rubin on
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Dreyfus, Hubert L. and Rubi n, Jane. (199:
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BT, Sections 32,33 and 34
Aussage als Mitteilung
Verstehen,
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