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Abstract: This paper approaches the possibility of Dasein’s choosing
and the meaning of its authentic choice in Martin Heidegger’s Being
and Time. Two opposite views, i.e., two interpretations of the
possibility and the meaning of Dasein’s choice are considered and
discussed. What 1 think about the subject, as the conclusion, is
expressed in the last part of the paper. My idea is achieved through
anlslvv%*ring to two questions: What anxiety discloses? and What “Call”
calls for?

Opposite views
Hubert Dreyfus and Jane Rubin in a commentary on the second part of
Being and Time: discuss the meaning of Dasein’s choice. In this
commentary, while trying to link the concept of “Self” in Heidegger
and Kierkegaard’s thought to the concept of “authenticity”, they ask
such a question:
Can Heidegger lay out a secularized interpretation of the self and
authenticity that, by dropping Kierkegaard’s Cristian demand that
each self has a world with its own differentiated meanings, shows the
way of life sketched in the Edifying Discourses to be a workable
answer to the indifference, leveling, conformism, and consequent
dullness of everyday life? (D&R, p. 304)

Henceforth, their discussion focuses on the “anxiety”2 in Being
and Times. Heidegger takes this concept from Kierkegaard but use it in
a secular sense. Based on Dreyfus and Rubin, anxiety discloses to
Dasein that it does not have any authentic choice and in Heidegger’s
view: All “for-the-sakes-of-which”4 have been provided by culture and
are for anyone. Dasein “can never acquire any possibilities of its own
because it can never take over these impersonal public possibilities in

Dreyfus, Hubert L. and Rubin, Jane. (1991) “Kierkegaard, Division II, and )
Later Heidegger” appeared as an appendix in: Dreyfus, Hubert L. (1991) Being-in-
the-world: a commentary on Heidegger’s being and time, division I, MIT Press, pp.
283-341.This has been cited in the body of text as “D&R”.

Angstr

Heidegger, Martin. Sein und Zeit, Max Niemeyer Verlag, Tubingen, 1953. r

All quotations from this book are of its English translation: Heidegger, Martin. (1996)
Being and Time, translated by Joan Stambaugh, State University of New York Press,
1996. It has been cited with pagination for Stambaugh’s translation preceding the
pagination for the german. T will cite to this book as “BT”. Note that | preferred to
translate “Dasein” without hyphenation (as appeared exactly in the german text)
Stambaugh hyphenates it as “Da-sein” and translate “Sein” as “Being” (not “being”).
Worum-willen:
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a way)that would make them its own and so give it an identity” (Ibid,
p. 332

In the following, Dreyfus and Rubin approach concepts of
“death” and “guilt”s in Heidegger. Dasein, even when not doing
anything wrong, is guilty because its being is not in its own control.
Only Dasein dies. Other beings perish and death is the end of existence.
Anxiety discloses nothingness to Dasein. Dasein faces anxiety in two
ways: fleeing of or entering to it. “Resoluteness”s is an attunements
fitting anxiety, and “Being toward death”s is anxious kind of being.
Authentic Dasein enters anxiety.

According to what has been said, Dreyfus and Rubin think there
are three puzzles about the possibility of authenticity in Heidegger’s

thought:
How could Dasein ever choose to become authentic, given what
anxiety discloses?
How could authentic Dasein ever choose to take up any particular
project, given what anxiety discloses?
How could anything matter or be meaningful to authentic Dasein,
given what anxiety discloses?

On their view, Heidegger gives convincing answers to the first
two questions but his answer to the third is “indirect and not totally
convincing” (Ibid).

William Bracken in a papers rejects Dreyfus and Rubin’s claim
and says this claim is arose from distorting Heidegger’s text. In
Bracken’s opinion:

Given the account of anxiety they attribute to him [Heidegger], Dreyfus and
Rubin should find this Heidegger’s response to third question far worse than “not
totally convincing”.

Their supposedly Heidegger’s answers to the first two questions are not
supported by the text (B, p. 533).

Bracken thinks that all three puzzles arise from their
misinterpretation of anxiety [in fact, of what anxiety discloses], and the
puzzles dissolve once the distortions are identified (Ibid).

Based on their concept of death in Being and Time (structural
nullity of Dasein), Dreyfus and Rubin propose something which name
it an “analogon” for the unrepresentable possibility of dying: Because
in dying, there are no possibilities left, world recedes and everything is
meaningless. This can be an analogon “to live lucidly in such a way
that the world is constantly seen to be meaningless and | am constantly

Schuld-

Entschlossenheitx

Befindlichkeitv

Sein zum Todex

Bracken, William F. (2005) “Is There a Puzzle About How Authentic 9

Dasein Can Act?: A Critique of Dreyfus and Rubin on Being and Time, Division 11",
Inquiry, 48: 6, 533-552. 1 will cite to this paper as “B”.
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owning up to the fact that Dasein is not only the null basis as revealed
in the anxiety of conscience but also is a nullity in that it can make no
possibilities its own...” (D&R, p. 311).

In order to understand the analogon, | should picture myself in
the death moment: | have no possibilities left; the world recedes;
everything is seen to be meaningless. Then, | should see my life
constantly in terms of “as if’. I should make everything anxiety
discloses my own.

Let’s back to the three puzzles. The answer of Dreyfus and Rubin
to the first and second questions (I, 1) is that these questions
presuppose authenticity as a matter of choice, while there is no choice.
Rather, authenticity “is the experience of a transformation that comes
from Dasein’s accepting its powerlessness.” (Ibid, p. 319).

It remains to answer to the third question. They lay this answer
out in the context of tradition or “heritage” as the source of “superior
possibilities” which resist “leveling power of the one (they)” (Ibid, p.
328). However, this answer flatly contradicts their prior saying that
from anxiety point of view, all possibilities become indifferent and
meaningless. They regard this answer as a “not totally convincing”
Heidegger’s answer to the third question. In Bracken’s view, such an
answer is far worst than “not totally convincing”. This answer not only
conflicts with their interpretation of anxiety, but make two first answers
invalid too. According to Bracken, their assessment of Heidegger’s

answer to the third puzzle is conceivable in two ways:

Heidegger did not access to the right answer, then it reveals an inconsistency
in the text;

Interpretation of anxiety in all three puzzles is in question (B, p. 540).

Bracken argues for the latter. Heidegger, during talking about
opening world’s meaninglessness in anxiety, warns his readers that
while the content of any instance of the “Call”10 is essentially particular
and concrete, his analysis of what is understood in the call can only
stablish “the existential condition for the possibility” of any instance of
the call (BT, p. 325 [280]). Bracken presents many evidences in
defense of his interpretation. What fades away in anxiety is everyday
mattering, not any mattering. He, eventually, sees Dreyfus and Rubin’s
misinterpretation of anxiety as the root cause of all puzzles (B, p. 550).

What I think

| think, the problem is that after reading this book (Being and Time) the
reader, in any way, is faced with this question that “after all, what is
the meaning of Dasein’s choice?”. To understand the meaning of
Dasein’s choice, we need to understand two things: What anxiety
discloses? and What “Call ’calls for?

Ruf .
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What anxiety discloses? | think accepting powerlessness, as
Dreyfus and Rubin mean it, is one aspect of what anxiety discloses to
Dasein, but accepting as such does not lead to authenticity. Agreeing
with Bracken, | think Dasein chooses. The point is that anxiety does
not determine “for-the-sakes-of-which” existentielly, but it, for the first
time, provides the possibility of authentic determining of “for-the-
sakes-of-which” for Dasein by individualizing it and freeing it from
numerous accidental possibilities of everydayness. (BT, p. 286 [310]).
The question “what should I do?” is an existentiell (ontic) one and can
not be answered publically. Anxiety just reveals to Dasein that it must
choose itself. Heidegger says: “Angst discloses Dasein as being-
possible, and indeed as what can be individualized in individuation of
its own accord.” (Ibid, p. 176 [188]). The other crucial point is to note
that “that about which Angst [anxiety] is anxious is being-in-the-world
itself.” (Ibid, p. 175 [187]) and in no other way Dasein itself (Being-in-
the-world) becomes anxious solely about its own self [its self vs.
“They-self’11]. Then, anxiety is incomparable to any other attunes of
Dasein because it is the fundamental attunement of Dasein (lbid, p. 286
[310]). And Heidegger makes this clear in a paragraph:

It is true that it is the nature of every kind of attunement to disclose
complete Being-in-the-world in all its constitutive factors (world,
Being-in, self). However, in Angst there lies the possibility of a
distinctive disclosure, since Angst individualizes. The individualizing
fetches Dasein back from its falling prey and reveals to it authenticity
and inauthenticity as possibilities of its being. The fundamental
possibilities of Dasein, which are always my own, show themselves
in Angst as they are, understood by innerworldly beings to which
Dasein, initially and for the most part, clings. (Ibid, p. 178 [190-91]).

Then, anxiety discloses to Dasein its loneliness and its urgent
need to choose itself and causes Dasein to choose existentielly, but does
not determine what it should choose.

What “Call” calls for? Just as anxiety which does not determined
“What should I do?”, call also is silent:

The call is lacking any kind of utterance. It does not even come to
words, and yet it is not at all obscure and indefinite. Conscience
speaks solely and constantly in the mode of silence. Thus it not only
loses none of its perceptibility, but forces Dasein thus summoned and
called upon to the reticence of itself. The fact that what is called in the
call is lacking a formulation in words does not shunt this phenomenon
into the indefiniteness of a mysterious voice, but only indicates that
the understanding of “what is called” may not cling to the expectation
of a communication of any such thing. (Ibid, pp. 252-253 [273-74])

As Heidegger implicitly says in this paragraph, expecting to
determine publically what call calls for and taking it as a measure
(Intersubjectivity) of validity or meaningfulness is illegitimate.
Furthermore, “Call” is a mode of discourse. (lbid, p. 251 [272]).

Man-selbst»
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Heidegger has already analyzed the structure of discourse (logos)i2 and
showed that there are many steps before ‘“statement as
communication”13 which are: attunement, understandingi4+ and
interpretation (lbid, p. 150 [160]). So, call can be shared only as a
derivative mode of interpretation.

What the call discloses is nevertheless unequivocal, even if it gets

interpreted in different ways in individual Dasein in accordance with

its possibilities of being understood. Whereas the content of the call

is seemingly indefinite, the direction it takes is a sure one and is not

to be overlooked. (Ibid, p. 253 [274]).

Although Heidegger talks a lot about the content of the call (not
in a determinative mode), but he notes that, at least, in any way the
direction it takes is a sure one and is not to be overlooked. It is obvious
that he refuses to talk about existentiell content of call and emphasizes
on perceiving it existentially.
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