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United Nation’s Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC)
2" SUMMER SCHOOL
“Bridging Hearts, Opening Minds and Doing Things Together”

28 August — 3 September 2011

University of Lisbon, Portugal
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e April 6 Youth Movement (Egypt)
e Aware Girls (Pakistan)
e GCE (Kyrgyzstan)
e Gyan Mexico AC (Mexico)
e Indonesian Student Forum (Indonesia)
e |REX (Kyrgyzstan)
e Muslim Jewish Community (Austria)
e Opptunity (India)
e SYLF Youth Initiatives (Somali)
e Tahrir lounge (Egypt)
e Young Leaders Fellowship (Uganda)
e Youth Foundation (UK)
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¥ Portuguese Diplomat, and Special Adviser to President Jorge Sampaio.

A Youth Program Manager for the UN Alliance of Civilizations.
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MONDAY -29 | TUESDAY-30 | WEDNESDAY-31| THURSDAY-1 FRIDAY-2
August August August September September
HARD TALK Visit to the Lecture and
09h00- OPENING Youth Wings of Gulbenkian debate
10h15 | “The UN Alliance of | [Political Parties - Foundation Lisbon: a Pluralism: Human
Civilizations on the n;)eet:ng with “Mr. Five percent — a bridge multicultural city Inclinations and
mu\ve” o Ug“e? builder” by Mr. Rui Gongalves, = Human Asplranons
by representatives Adviser to the Gulbenkian by
Helena Birrocsand Moderation: Professor | roungation * Professor Karim H.
Gl DALLOCO AN Carlos Gaspar, IPRI | - Visit to the Museum Karim, Institute of
Isabelle Legare Ismaili Studies
Lecture and Lecture and Sharing Including visits to HARD TALK
10h30- debate debate experiences the Cathedral | e7o/eof educotionin
7 . 2 : R ’ shoping the leaders of
12h00 Interpreting Contemporary No (Wo)Man is an Island: and the the future
Revolutions in Muslim Gender Relations, Humans “ : 5 ; 3 2
A glimpse of my 5 With Professor J,
Contexts Rights _:md_ P J Svnagogue Mifsud. Pracid :
by Democratisation activities > SRTUG, R Eesitent gy
Prof, Filali-Ansary, by F_\IL.\I} Ms Magda H.
Institute for the Study of Maria Teresa Pizarro Presentations by Za_kx, Director, League
Muslim Civilizations, Aga Beleza, Dean, Nova Facuity participants : of Afab States; \l
Khan University of Law, Lisbon, D_E“]S Hubert, Dlreclny
: North-South Center of
the Council of Europe;
Moderator: Professor
Antonio Novoa, Rector
of the University of
Lisbon
12h30-
13h30 Lunch time Lunch time | Visit to the Aga Kahn Lunch time Lunch time
Center
Simultaneous Simultaneous U—
o -Visit of the center
14h00- Breakout Workshops | |,
16h00 Sessions Wetkshind-Titnn - Lecture: “Aga Khan Lecture and CLOSING
Session 1- Forms of myths, Ricardo Alexandre, | Academies: a curriculum debate
historical Understanding: Journalist for pluralism and s
their relevance for our Workshop 2- Innovating dbvel t of Thinking through
Time" by Prof. Filali- across diversity to meet eve opl?le"n 9 . lslamophobia
Ansary, Institute for the common challenges, by leadership” — by Karim By
Study of Muslim Kine Nordstokka and Vissangy, Aga Khan Professor AbdoolKarim A. Vakil
Civilizations, Aga Khan Robert Patrick . Six, Young | Academies Represemmive King's College London
University Foundation
iSes»su.m 2 - Social ' Workshop .“?- Lcan?mg From 16h00 to 18h00 -
nnovation —what is it all with storytelling, by X
about? By Kine Nordstokka | Barbara Duque, two simultaneous break-
and Robert Patrick , Six, Coordinator ACIDI out sessions
Young Foundation Workshop 4- Intercultural
Dialogue - Field -
experiences by Ms Breakput session | $28
Filomena Cassis, Capacity building -
Coordinator ACIDI preparing good projects,
by Isabelle Legare, Simultaneous
16h00 Sharing Lecture and | UNOAC Workshops
. Workshop 1- Muslims 1
—18h00 perceptions 4 deb?te Breakout Session 2 : The Efm;e E‘: pmfc:s::“ 5
“A glimpse of Social media and the | UNAOC as a soft power AbdoolKarim Vakil
o trv? emerging networked | tool by Helena Barroco Workshop 2- Building trust
my COU!] ry cultures of belonging across divides
Presentations by by Workshop 3 - “Fromglobal
participants Gustavo Cardoso dtizzaship to
Professor of Media z;nd cosumpolitanism’™ by Marta
Society at JUL - Lisbon .\lyczmck (the)
University Institute Workshop 4 — How culture
. matters to development ?
17h00-18h30 - Special
event: a chat with
young composer
Aleksandar Simic
Visit to the
19h00 - | Lisbon Mosque Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner

21h00

followed by Iftar
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Interpreting Contemporary Revolutions in Muslim Contexts,
By Prof. Filali Ansary, Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilizations,
Aga Khan University
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Youth Wings of Political Parties

Meeting with Portuguese representatives
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No (Wo)Man is an Island: Gender Relations, Humans Rights and Democratization
By Maria Teresa Pizarro Beleza,

Dean, Nova Faculty of Law, Lisbon
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CEDAW (1979)

187 - The number of countries
: that
ratified the treaty. -

7 - The number of countries that have NOT
ratified CEDAW, including the United

States, Iran, Somalia, Sudan, and three
small Pacific island nations (Nauru, Palau,
and Tonga).
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Pluralism: Human Inclinations and Human Aspirations
By Prof. Karim H. Karim,

Institute of Ismaili Studies
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Thinking through Islamophobia,
Prof. Abdoolkarim A. Vakil

King’s College London
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Capacity Building - Preparing Good Projects,

Isabelle Legare, UNOAC
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SUA EXCELENCIA O PRESIDENTE DA REPUBLICA
DR.JORGE SAMPAIO
PROCEDEU AO LANCAMENTO DA PRIMEIRA PEDRA
DO CENTRO ISMAILI ‘
NO DIA DEZOITO DE DEZEMBRO DE 1996
NA PRESENCA DE
SUA ALTEZA O PRINCIPE KARIM AGA KHAN
QUADRAGESIMO-NONO IMAM
DOS MUCULMANOS SHIA IMAMI ISMAILIS

THE FOUNDATION CEREMONY OF THE ISMAILI CENTRE
WAS PERFORMED BY
HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
DR.JORGE SAMPAIO
ON THE EIGHTEENTH OF DECEMBER 1996
IN THE PRESENCE OF
HIS HIGHNESS PRINCE KARIM AGA KHAN
FORTY-NINTH IMAM
OF THE SHIA IMAMI ISMAILI MUSLIMS
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WELCOME TO THE 2N° SUMMER SCHOOL
OF THE UNITED NATIONS ALLIANCE OF CIVILIZATIONS

| s

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to Portugal —
Lisbon — to participate in the UNAOC 2" Summer School. After
the successful experience of Aveiro last year when for the first
time we decided to launch this new initiative of the UNAOC. |
am very grateful to the Rector of the University of Lisbon,
Portugal, for hosting our Summer School this year. The
University of Lisbon is old in age and history — it is celebrating
those days its centenary — but it has always been the house of
the future.

At the time of writing these lines, you are about 100
participants coming from 43 countries selected to attend the
2nd UNAOC Summer School out of over 220 applications. This is a pretty good
illustration of the global scope of the Alliance and of its capacity of bringing together
peoples from virtually all regions, cultures, religions and walks of life. | supported from
its inception the idea of organizing the Summer School and decided to make it a regular
initiative of the Alliance for three main reasons: youth are the driving force for change;
to change mindsets, education — formal and informal — is the key word; people have
more in common with each other than divisive differences and when given the
opportunity they will explore their common interests, sparking collaborations and
stimulating ideas that address the major issues of today life.

This is precisely what the Summer school aims to be: an opportunity for you to learn
more on how to live together, engage in a dialogue that delivers and, indeed, contribute
the global network of friendship. This year we are lucky enough to have a good number
of participants from Egypt. It is no coincidence. | wish that this 2nd Summer School is
particularly dedicated to youth of the Arab world and that the main motto of the
Summer School is the “D’s journey”, | mean the journey for democracy, development,
dignity, dialogue and diversity. As we, in Portugal over than 35 years ago, also
accomplished our “D’s journey”, known as the carnation revolution, let’s help the Arab
spring blossom into a lasting era of democracy, development and peace.

| know that most of you had hard times to get your visas, long and tiring journeys to
reach Lisbon, moments of wandering and anxiety about how to have everything ready
on time. But eventually you managed thanks to an extraordinary coalition of efforts
from various people around the world and the strong support of a number of partners.
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Welcome! Enjoy our Summer School and as the song goes “be happy”!

e

Jorge Sampaio, UN High Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations
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In the name of God

His Excellency Jorge Sampaio

UN High Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations.
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With the best thanks for your hardship seeking constructive interaction among
civilizations and cultures aiming global peace and security;

It is being worthy to note that we, Javad Noorizadeh, Kimia Maleki, Mahdi Sanaei and
Mahdi Yousefi, Iranian students and members of the “The 2" Summer School of the
United Nations Alliance Of Civilizations”, greatly admire UNAOC’s activities toward
targets like promoting worldwide equality-based peace instead of war and hatred,
fasten ties of Islamic world and the western world, reducing the anti-religion attitudes,
and we want to announce our best thanks toward you and your colleagues in that
organization.

His Excellency;

By heart, we believe that UNAOC will openly consider the suggestions of the UN
members and will use it for improvements, as the UN done it 10 years ago in a world
that were challenging issues like war, hatred, and disgraceful attitudes toward divine
disciplines, when UN warmly accepted our country’s proposal of “the Dialogue Among
Civilizations” which doubtlessly was the antecedent for many sessions and sympathies
in this regard. So by expressing our sorrow for whatever obstacles this human concern,
beside of Iranian youth and Students, we are eager to propose some suggestions to
UNAOC:

1. to have one of the UNAOC’s future summer schools in Iran, with collaboration
of worldwide scholars and activists;

2. the aim to introduce the logical and anti-hatred attitudes and groups toward
global relationships within the Islamic, Christian and Jewish world, by giving them
the opportunity to express their ideas and believes;

3. to be informed of our readiness to cosponsor scientific conferences and
workshops around the common worldwide issues like ‘Islamophobia in the
Europe’;

4. to be informed of our readiness to cosponsor seminars, more over to the
UNOAC’s summer schools, with the subjects regarding the UNAOC’s goals;

5. to be informed of our readiness to establish a “Dialogue Café” center in one of
Tehran’s academic centers or universities;

6. to specify a prize or a sign of honor for the selected papers, activities or the
articles, to be yearly dedicated.

We want to specify the last words to again thank you for your peace-seeking and
humanitarian efforts, and to express our great hope for the summer schools to be a
start point to establish a global youth movement aiming peace and alliance among
various cultures and civilizations.
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Best Regards

2" Summers School’s Iranian Students

- Javad Noorizadeh - Kimia Maleki

- Mahdi Sanaei - Mahdi Yousefi

Ul 532,93 5,155 2 15

A5 5 g > Jlo lojle (sla el sl Sbusls dusjde (a9 (U jal) (oMol (559002 (5)155 13

;1 (U.N. Alliance of Civilizations) s Jlo slojle sla o dbosl Sl dwyde cyegd = olyes

2 Olrl Ml g ©ilhw sbspSy 5 bR GBlite Lpl polow J0p3 addan jo) (IS «
VSR o5 A 5l Gl b olpen (leygS ligamitils Sl o5 jlag o8 <8l olaidl plpl & dreres sl (e
LBl S il 09 ol e HeuiS

bl Ol iie n AST L (lod 5 (Siwod o 2bml apaed 25T (9w jl bhoyed cnl )15 0 5 S
el e > Cilie canlie g lacSim b (gblio 5| bl (35l b 3,5

e Caz 3 0390 ol 3 e g Sl jpas g gape 5| S suge’ dodlj ()9 Dl 5 (Sl LeS
Sl loygutS yips 4>y

o Sy ly Glas g S jaas Ot glaslp adye b sl ouds ooy olaid] g 4 asgi b ) oud
5 068y ol

OB RS S Lie Coind ogad 3 &lSidy) 9 Cute Jlan 18 (eliel pligziih e 3 (Slo G 5l

il el drels jo 5 ol @ s

(ol bails) 136 (gjuiw pMul (emen (olo JUS 3 Cpe o SV 555 0)95 ul 13 315 (ol bl 2




U i — (5] B2 ol 3] e e = R 30005 g S5 doyied SB] plojhs il upio 2 8,5 ol

Reb > obdgre sl g polr slalS craly domas Sl foy9> pl > BULS €S58 LS onyaely b
W253)S 4033 (g

Jo » Je plojle eges gemme Cunmis Craatd g olxiy ) Wilwl yjg Canss 9515 ISl 4 b aes sl o)
9 SlSen ladne; sl Byb I Gl pwlpw > 25 b L oj)le HSG) cpl s il zke (o5Me V400
s 05 5Se35 Sl ol Lol 5 pei atdl sl Cilis conlio 5 eKimd oy cllelipm o > Sallys
el )8 e g p

F OV S ]y glabad ol Lkl 59 canss et by )5 Jlo plojlo 8g S5m0 (e 3g8
S ool 5 (29)5 Sy (o (i) o Ste paler ( SeodlST glaaie; b Mol dins y clocpans
2,8 oy Sl l Blaal 4y sy sl 1y oawlow

o lasol) g aauog (ool a5 5y a1y (55 Vo8 Jlo jd g atil alisee Sluds (4656 05,5 oy
b cade 4 g Caliw 9155 cpl 3k Cunl Slealds cgw g8y g (ol g 2y malgr oy SBMS] > (ol
2l i elyy ) o BISE 5 OS]

AWl Jle sailes ploie 4 1) JWp sl joren ) plole Jlo plojle JSp0d 9o (S oL YoV Lo
5 Lol 038 ol G Olgis 4 28 () 9SSkl i lapaed S Jle saipled abilg 058 (e by ped
gyise slash 4 bl 1 Sy Sl s linls dusyhe o sl oy ke Sl CBlanl elily )5 liseo cloossy

Sl e e dnnagi 8,5 3155

bl Janle & sl € ol oo o dnang oSS 6135 3l pign ST L5155 el a aclsl 53 aox
ol L}@U L;Lml) L)’W» L, 4.‘9.)') 29 culf.\usg,«f).w )‘ °9)§ 9d Cou D)0 k.Athﬂ d)ﬁjé& 9 d‘d.o.\n.o
Ll K UNAOC ol 45,

Workshop
“Human Glocal Development”

Contents :
1 — Description of the workshop
2 — Proposals
Date:
31/08/2011
Place:
Aga Khan Foundation - Lisbon
Methodology:
Non Formal Education
Participants
2 sessions of 70 minutes each with 40 participants in each session
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Workshop Responsible:
Bruno G. M. Neto
brunogmneto@gmail.com
00351938338996

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORKSHOP
Exercise 1

The Arrival
Earth — Chaos and Cosmos

Everything in life is a process between Chaos and Organization

So we had a session of deconstruction/construction

In the arrival to the class all chairs were randomly displayed turned to all directions.

It was indicated that that was the setting — The participants at and

| told them shortly my life story of working in several countries, meeting and interacting with so many
different people but with only one thing assured: | always learned more when | spoke, looked in the
eyes, listen and share projects and stories.

And short seconds after they started to question why this setting? and telling that they would like to
change it 'cause it was not comfortable or the perfect setting to learn, to share, to speak to listen to be
heard.

They chose a circle.

After this 1st (simple) exercise the debriefing was fundamental the room was an allegory of the world.
And we are capable of being leaders of the changes and processes, so we can make it more inclusive,
give and promote equal opportunities, organize it and shape it in the way that everyone can participate
actively and build a new society.

Exercise 2

Inner experience
questioning and vision

They saw the video:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDaOgu2CQtl

Pearl Jam - Do the Evolution

This is a video totally focused in the reflection of Human Rights and the perversity of the "evolution" so
after seeing the video 3 minutes were given so they could write a sentence on what is their vision and
wishes for the human evolution.

Without sharing... the end of this activity ends.

Debriefing:

We question ourselves, and we come back to the human chaos, but then we focus and we build
(individually) praising the human unicity.

The ideas were organized, and through concentration the participants analyzed and suggested a plan for
the future (making a projection)

Exercise 3

Community Development
Glocal building
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4 major themes

8 major tasks

Following the 4 Major program areas of the United Nations Alliance of the Civilization

The groups were set and were asked to present 3 major actions or projects that could be realized by
them (in their works, Universities, Schools, communities, etc.) or to be advised to be considered by the
Governments or decision makers.

The Groups were:

1. Youth (governments/Institutions)

2. Youth (citizenship/glocal participation)
3. Media (local media/participation)

4. Media (International Media/news chains)
5. Education (employment/entrepreneurship)
6. Education (governments/Mins Education)

7. Migration (integration/concept of the other)
8. Migration (governments/Ministries, etc.)

The Intercultural Groups presented their work in plenary and the session was finalized.
Proposals for actions within the main 4 Areas of United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

Two connected views - Locally and Globally
(The following proposals are presented by the groups and stated in their words)

1. Youth (governments/Institutions/Decision makers, etc)

- Subsidizing education to have the same level of education among youth.

- Establishing Youth Parliament where we can discuss issues related to youth like Social security and
freedom of speech

- Create National Fund to encourage business Ideas by young people

- Representation and participation on national and global governmental level

- Reserving funds for youth projects of entrepreneurship

- Double mentorship: having people from the government mentoring youth leaders and vice versa

2. Youth (citizenship/glocal active participation)

- Public education/awareness campaigns to demonstrate the importance of youth in building the
society

- Reclaim public spaces to have conversations, engage in mutual activities

- Campaigns in which youth conduct and publicize results of surveys in which peers are asked
questions from state citizenship exam

- Forming a youth club from young people from different backgrounds in the local community. The
members will be responsible for local problems regarding youth;

- Educating the members of the youth club in order for them to multiply their knowledge;

- Create and value Peer-to-peer education in communities

3. Media (local media/participation)
- Create in local media (Radios/newspapers) a youth platform to explore evolution in relation to
their own needs, instead of just importing foreign products
- Enhance media ethics, for it to be more trustworthy, credible (counting with youth participation)
- Media should play a more significant role as a tool for companying awareness on various local
issues
- Using local media to mobilize youth for specialized issues, consultations and campaigns specialized
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youth forums to share communality, debate issues two trends: comments-public wellbeing using
media creatively to give minorities-marginalized groups a voice, empowering the interculturality
and mutual understanding

4. Media (International Media/news chains)
Media should be fair and tell the audience the truth and not to be far away from reality and not be
able to give judges or opinions about local problems (create workshops for international media on
intercultural/gender/youth issues)
we recommend that as a tool of information check the balances to the global citizens (create a
platform of media advisory)
Pressure to show different angles of a notice
Youth should participate more, using social networks - contribute to CNN, BCC
Create international news agency to awareness of youth to participate -Using and promote TV
programs in different languages.

5. Education (employment/entrepreneurship)
Exchange programs among different schools of different countries so that students can learn about
different cultures and civilizations, and inter-cultural dialogue can be promoted
Students should be given orientations on which subjects to select in university which can lead them
to carrier of their choice
Schools should use latest technologies for education and should regularly update books.
Introducing English language as a mandatory program for all.
Creating a united universities network platform that would serve as an open forum for debates.
Providing young people with guided internships in all sorts of sectors during which the mentor
would support the interns.

6. Education (governments/Mins Education)
Tailor Education for needs of users (students) and make education more practical.
Update education constantly with new technologies
Education and disciplines should all be Goal oriented - with a global focus which is available to all
students free of cost.
Evaluatory process that helps to inform the curriculum of education in other to help educational
systems to respond to societal needs
Introduction of practical oriented courses so as to give students needed skills to create
employment rather than looking for employment
Provide counseling services for students from the outset to be able to choose right career patterns

7. Migration (integration/concept of the other)
Introduce a new subject at schools in the form of integration studies to raise awareness about the
concept of the other, migration issues, etc.
To introduce talk shows, online interactions (social media), cartoons, documentaries on migrations
issues to encourage tolerance towards the others
To organize interactive workshops and trainings for locals and migrants to promote the idea of the
integration and the concept of the other
providing access to justice no matter what PIL (Public interest litigation)
establishing and promoting multicultural cafés
Feminization of migration-» Promote and facilitate the use of Microcredit
Education-» Language Schools - Kids-» Storytelling intercultural

8. Migration (governments/Ministries, etc)
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- Universal visa System

- Migrants contribution to the new country

- Adoption programs

- Regional agreements with neighboring countries like the Schengen visa

- Electronic passports and easy online visas

- Immigrant plan which includes workshops (training and classroom) and temporary stay with local
families.
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1%t United Nations Alliance of Civilizations Summer Course

“Bridging Hearts, Opening Minds and Doing Things Together”

15-21 August 2010
University of Aveiro, Portugal

WWW.UNnaoc.org

Transforming the World by Building Bridges- Young Adults’ Journey

Tareq Pardona- Palestine

In the middle of this great summer school we all had an experience to lead and we
got this experience from AOC summer course. We also got to know how to
communicate and interact with people from other cultures and different religions.
Thank you for giving me this opportunity.

Merieme Bachar- Morroco

Being one of the 110 participants in the 15t Summer school of UNAOC, gave me the
opportunity to be part of the program that aims at engaging participants in healthy and
constructive dialogues.

Living with these participants who came from different countries, cultures and
backgrounds made me realize that although we have differences but there are more
similarities. This program is a great example of tolerance. Living together doesn’t
require us to be similar on the contrary our differences make up our strengths.

Oscar Cabral- Portugal
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Sometimes people think that opportunities are difficult to grab but actually they are
in front of our door (literally). At least | can say that after being selected for the summer
school.

The course is a nice opportunity to gain knowledge and improve networking.
Especially the issues regarding inter-religious dialogue are capturing the attention of the
Portuguese delegation, where religion sometimes plays a secondary role.

Dragos Preda- Romania

AOC brought beyond the theoretical debates and the presentations of real
experiences, a return to the roots of mankind. The informal experiences, the
connections created made us all cross over the borders of our existence and day to day
living. We all became students, experiencing the bliss of each other’s company once
again. We forgot the colors, the religions, the beliefs and limitations of the mind.

Lara Marcal Da Silva- Portugal

The UNAOC summer course was one of the best experiences of my life! During this
week | got to know people from every corner of the world and share experiences. |
believe that nowadays initiatives such as this summer course are essential for young
people because it gives us the opportunity to interact with different cultures that
otherwise we would not be able to know about.

It also helped us to prove many stereotypes wrong and that we can be friends with
people from different backgrounds. Hopefully | will see everyone next year in the 2nd
UNAOC Summer School®©).

Cristiana Pereira- Portugal

This experience has been absolutely amazing for us. It broke the stereotypes | had
before, especially in terms of religion. | met many wonderful people with so many
different cultures and points of view and | really think | am a changed person now and
this change will not be short term.

Regarding the lectures and workshops | think these were fantastic highlighting very
important issues. But | also believe that besides that we need to take concrete steps and
initiatives.

Tiago Pereira- Portugal

Before joining this summer school | had a completely different idea of what exactly
UNAOC is and it intends to do.

All I knew was that | will learn to live with people completely different from me
coming from all parts of the world. | have noticed that most of the workshops and
lectures are centered on religions and cultures. | believe that religion is the reason for
most of the conflicts and wars in today’s world and it’s important to talk about it and
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look for commonalities between different religions.

Imad Mansour- Palestine

This summer school is like Lego plastic game and the UNAOC has made a very
integral body of future leaders.

Suresh More- India

This course was a uniqgue moment for an individual like me. It helped to strengthen
me, my capabilities, skills and self confidence. It will now be easy for me to face
challenges of cultural diversity. It helped me to gain knowledge on different issues. And
finally it helped me to understand objectives of UNAOC and made me able to promote
these objectives at various levels.

Guilherme Madeira- Portugal

It has been an incredible experience. | can sum up this summer course in three
words: dialogue, sharing and unity. | have made extraordinary friends in only five days
and the interesting thing is that we are a living example of cooperation and
understanding between cultures, religions, points of view of 44 countries.
Congratulations for making this summer course a great success!

Hadil Aljamal- Palestine

To be in this summer school is a great experience for me. To see all these great
people from various cultures united. It taught me how to be helpful to other people.

Gustavo Barbosa- Portugal

| think that the program is good and | have learnt to share and respect other
cultures. Got to know about Muslims and people from Middle East. In reality many
participants are from countries which are having conflicts but here we are all one and
together promoting a common ideology of one world.

Anam Gill- Pakistan

| had a question, a clear question that whose responsibility is this to ease the world
of its worries and after attending this summer school which gave me a chance to meet
so many inspirational individuals doing remarkable work in their contexts gave me an
answere. It's the young people like us who can take an initiative. The UNAOC summer
school gave me a clear insight of the world’s diversity which is beautiful. It not only
broadened my horizon but also added greatly to my personal and professional
development. It was amazing to see how the world is connected albeit the differences
we had. UNAOC summer school was about recognizing those differences and realizing
what love is about. Human relationships are complex yet simple, mysterious yet
understandable. How human beings can connect with each other is something one can
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marvel. In today’s world political agendas are being acted out on the frontier of religion,
cultures etc creating divides.

It’s just about building peace at all levels and peacebuilding grows out of a set of
values, values that guide all decision making. In general peacebuilding values human
needs and protecting human rights. It is about appreciating our differences and living a
life in harmony.

Margarida Sodre- Portugal

The UNAOC Summer School has been a great experience. The exchange of
knowledge and experiences between the participants is the best part of the entire
program. The workshops were very interesting and made the program quite interactive.
Living with a diverse group for a week is one kind of an experience that will make a
difference in the way we look at “the other” and even the way we see the world in its
variety of cultures, religions, beliefs etc. | hope the AOC has a 2nd school so that other
young people can also have this unique opportunity.

Flavio Rino- Portugal

So our week reaches the sea and again we row towards our horizons, and even
though our cavavels point towards different directions, the horizon is the same for all of
us. It has been a great week, you have taugh me a lot and once again, opened my eyes
to a whole new world: how to read books without words, in the light of broken lamps,
saying Earth is a square sphere spinning static around the moon.

| couldn't list my new brothers and sisters, for they unlimited in number and
greatness. One week we have spent together, but a lifetime would not be enough. It has
been an honour and a privilegde to participate in such an event. | am glad to see that
the people in your positions are such fascinating, interesting and capable creatures.
Once a friend asked me "What is it worth? If | disapear the world will not notice me!"
And | replied: "No, indeed it won't, how many great people have perished without being
able to share their knowledge to the world! We don't notice their absence, but we
notice their presence!" so raise my friends, and get noticed!

May we have the strength and courage to battle our fears, make the world a better
place and become the people we admire.The world awaits us!

Jean Paul Brice Affana Affana -Cameroon

This 1st AoC summer school was my first involvement within the Alliance and the
first international training | attended to learn more about and also share my own ways
on intercultural dialogue, peace, mutual understanding, interfaith and youth
empowerment. | met and worked with amazing young people coming from all over the
world during a full week of activities, workshops, training sessions and cultural events.

Our common hope now is to get involved in a concrete and lasting follow up plan of
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action that will allow us to give our best to achieve the AoC's objectives in our different
but similar communities. | can't wait to start implementing concrete projects on the
field.

Alan Noah Taha Taha -Iraq

The summer school meant so much to me. It looks like | got an experience of 3 years
in 7 days. It looks like | traveled and dealt with all those 44 countries. It was a fruitful
and wonderful experience for me.

The treatment with each other, opening-minds, it was an open book for me. This led
to knowing ourselves better, getting to know one another in a short while. It's not easy
to put this week down in few lines. It's something that can't be described in words. | felt
understanding and harmony among us. Aveiro, from the outside, was a city, but inside it
was more than that. It was an intellectual city. Participating and sharing ideas under one
sky: Aveiro's sky was something amazing. For me, each single person in the chorus
added something meaningful to me. Frankly, it was the most beautiful week in my
whole life. Everything was like a dream coming true. Sebastien Fortuna-Belgium My best
memory was during the way to the residence after the party we made downtown with
my new friends. | felt privileged moments of fantasy where people could breathe, be
honest and themselves.

| appreciate the AoC Summer School organizers who brought together different
people from the world. Moreover, we decided to develop our project as a follow-up to
achieve our goals.

Anna Gargiulo-Italy

The school for me was like a big family from the first day | got know everyone. The
best moment for me at the school was when we went to explore Aveiro city for the first
time. We were so many, so we started organizing tables, chairs, drinks and covering the
main square of Aveiro. At the end, without even noticing it we organized all the stuff as
we were at school. It was really funny, and my special friends started singing "Happy
birthday" to me in 100 different ways. Of course, | started crying “l love you guysssssss!”

Amina Abdi-Netherlands

What really amazed me was how everybody got along in no time. | met some great
people who in such a short period of time helped me discover so much. It was an
awesome experience! Pankaj Kumar-India | still remember the words of His Excellency
President Jorge Sampaio: “Life is a learning process; we learn and we unlearn many
things”. | learned and unlearned many things from the Summer school, the important
thing | learned is all about universal camaraderie and unlearned about biasness.

Ayodele Jonah Obajeun -Nigeria

Every day was filled with unforgettable events. | can't forget the Israeli video that
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actually brought tears to my eyes. It was a revelation of what some of us went through.
The whole week was a week of lessons, multiculturalism, food, and fun. | am now a
better person as | have come to realize that even with our different colors and cultural
orientations; we still strive towards common course-one humanity ".

Bamba Fati -Ghana

Participating in the summer school | realized that man should not live by bread only
but also by cheese and butter. Always use your interior filter: if you think you will say
something out of place, give yourself a moment and choose better words, better save
your words than say sorry. Each of us was unique in their own way.

Ajsela Spahija-Albania

AoC summer course was the most exciting experience | ever had. It made me reflect
upon different topics and convinced me that even diversity can unite people. When you
get to know other people from a close position, differences doesn’t matter.

Atanas Ilvanov Kuzmano- Bulgaria

| had lots of nice memories from the summer school. We participated in Intercultural
Dialogue and we learnt more about others. | met lots of friendly people from Portugal.

Dinger Ozer-Turkey

| saw a very important step in bringing together young people from different
cultures who are thriving for the same purpose, On the other hand, these young people
from different religions present messages, basic values belonging to their religions
which is a meaningful experience and remarkable development without any clash.

Moreover, the course organizers and participants supported each other in planning
for the future and common values that created a huge impact.

Sondos Asem-Egypt

The school was a miniature of the world's religious and cultural diversity for me. The
entire event was memorable. It was an enlightening experience of how different people
from totally diverse backgrounds can mix and work together for unified goals.

Yael Elbee- Israel

| had two memorable moments during the summer school. While we were there,
there was a big scandal about an Israeli soldier that published a picture of herself
smiling and posing next to Palestinians prisoners. After we saw it we didn't know what it
would be like talking with the Palestinians that were also participating in the course.
What would their reaction be (It was a shame because we got along very good). For my
surprise Mikel, a Palestinian participant approached us, we talked about it and came to
a conclusion that we are NOT our governments that we are more similar to one and
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other then we are to some of "our people". Also, when we were there, they decided to
renew the peace-talks. That was surreal-receiving that kind of news over there. | will
never forget that.

Anas Omar Al-Darwish-Jordan

| think the best moment for me was when we were on the bus leaving to the airport
it was a sad moment and a happy one at the same time. It was sad because we were
leaving and everything was done at that moment, but | was happy because at that
moment | have realized how much | loved the participants and how much they loved me
back.

Sadia Rahman-Pakistan

Before coming to UNAOC summer school, | used to think that my workplace team is
the best! Now i have revisited that pride & strongly believe that my AoC team is very
special and inspiring! | came to represent Pakistani youth but | left to represent the
world of young motivated & inspiring people. | learnt that even we with different skin
colors, we are each other's strength and inspiration. | laughed during the week with
people who were opposite to my culture or belief, but they were way too close to my
feelings & thoughts. | am going to be a mother after 5 months of a lucky child who has
120 uncles & aunts in 44 countries & each one is UNIQUE! | love my AoC family!

Haval Dakheel Saed Al-Hakari-Iraq

| am happy to participate in AoC summer school as a follower of the Yezidi, one of
the oldest religions in the world. | am very happy to have met and made friends from
different countries, religions and cultures.

Yvonne Kasera-Kenya

Due to it | learnt that a smile and a simple hallo can be a turning point to many of
the world's borders brought about by strife, drawn from fear and selfishness. |
understood that my different values, belief and gifts should and can make me unique
yet a vital part of the human race. That | hate cod fish and my fellow beer drinkers in
Portugal are not getting a fare deal but they have the best Sangria!

| got new friends from all over the world who inspired me with the way they deal
with real issues like war, unemployment, poverty, inequality, religious strife that are
bigger than my mundane day to day dramas.

That | am an African queen and if Darwin or Steve Aukins are right, that we all
evolved and big banged! Africa is the cradle and | have a gift with people. The shy, timid,
girl came out of her shell and was in her element and it felt right. | rediscovered and
found myself and the many others | was with also!

Stephanie Carolina Castro-Colombia
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The truth is that all the moments experienced by me in summer school were very
important and each taught me a lot. Personally | was impressed when we all met Mr.
Jorge Sampaio and talked about our countries and projects. It was very impressive as |
got the chance to know more about the culture and the valuable contribution of each
participant as young people contributing to the development of their countries.

Emilig Kamenova-Bulgaria

| was happy to discover that if good people gather for a good cause, their abilities
and impact much exceeds what they could do one by one and this gives me optimism
and motivation.

Noa Fanny Maiman- Israel

Personally | think the moment when an lIraqi, Palestinian and an Israeli were
standing on the bridge above the cannel together. It was quite a symbolic moment!

Anca-Simona Georgescu-Romania

The Summer School taught me to value differences, inspired me to work together
towards a better world and brought me 120 new friends.

Damjan Radenovic-Montenegro

At first, | was very confused as | was the only representative from my country, but
after just few hours, what struck me the most was how friendly and kind everyone was.
It has been an indescribable experience for me and surely the longest and the most
interesting week in my life.

Not only that | learned from the lectures and debates, but the biggest knowledge |
got from the participants, that every one of them had their own way of life, different
culture, religion, but we all shared the same goal, to become the ones changing the
world around us. Now, | have friends all over the world, but | feel closer to them, and |
do not hesitate to call them my brothers and sisters. What | liked the most is that we did
everything together, from watching movies to running and helping each other. So the
summer school was a total success, and we'll share this knowledge to the citizens in our
countries and try to make this world a happier place. Soumia Alloui-Algeria

The AOC summer school was a wonderful opportunity, because | lived a week with a
hundred people with different backgrounds. It was very enriching for met. It is really
something that we miss for better coexistence between peoples and communities of
different cultures.

Farah Abdi-Hakeem Mohammoud -Somalia-Great Britain

There are not enough words in the dictionary to capture the incredible experience |
had at the UNAOC summer school with everyone. | remember arriving at the airport late
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and being greeted by a group of people who were full of energy and enthusiasm, and
actually being offered a bar of chocolate by a person who didn’t even know who | was
(and later that person becoming a great friend). This act of kindness was just the
beginning, as the days passed | had the privilege of speaking to and getting to know
some really interesting people who both inspired and motivated me to do a lot more
with the project that | am working on. A wise friend said to me once “surround yourself
with great people who will push you to your best”, at the Summer school | was
surrounded by 120 great people from 44 different countries who just did that!

Nélia Ribeiro- Portugal

The Course’s motto was ‘Bridging hearts, opening minds and doing things together’
and we accomplished all the things: we established true links of friendship that, I'm
sure, are going to last; we opened our minds through an accurate reflection on issues
such as intercultural and interreligious dialogue or media coverage of conflicts and on
our organizations’ projects; and, finally and above all, we did things together and, since
the first day, we hung out and had fun together, we ‘discovered’ the city of Aveiro in
group, we found the strengths to build memorable times. AoC friends will be reminded
of every time we hear Bob Marley’s song ‘One Heart, One Love’.

Anush Hayrapetyan-Armenia

Summer school has been a great experience for me. | met youth with different
religious, cultural and ethnic backgrounds. | got to know the world they live in, their
concerns, problems and interests. The summer school made me appreciate more our
diverse but unique world.

Elsy Melkonian-Armenia/Syria

My favorite moment at the summer school was when | felt that | was a part of an
international youth gathering who were trying their best to change their societies.

This experience means a lot to me since it gave me the invaluable opportunity to get
acquainted with African citizens; the countries that | have a very poor idea about, what
youth are doing there. Since we started drafting our project proposal, | see that the
chance given to us by AoC has helped crossing all geographical boundaries, and became
a venue to work for the best. | really wish that AoC would be more engaged in
promoting international youth activities through more summer schools and fellowships
to come in the next years.

Mamadou Dioum-Senegal

| miss the summer school. My favorite moment was when all the participants started
singing Bob Marley’s song “One love, one heart”.

Nour Kamel- Egypt
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Rather than a week of only hard work, what the AoC summer school offered me was
an experience of lifetime. Gathering so many diverse people at once, | cannot begin to
explain how much | have learned not only from my professors but also from my peers.
The school has empowered me to want to go home and make a change but also to keep
these contacts close enough, to work together past our geographic borders.

Natalia Herrera- Argentina

UNAOC, was for me the possibility to know and live (sign on my heart) different ways
of life in one week, with tolerance, meeting new friends, accepting us, exchanging
views, drawing with different colors "one love, one heart". | think this is the resume, for
me this unforgettable experience with all of you.

“To love.To be loved. To never forget your own insignificance. To never get used
to the unspeakable violence and the vulgar disparity of life around you. To seek
joy in the saddest places. To pursue beauty to its lair. To never simplify what is
complicated or complicate what is simple. To respect strength, never power.
Above all, to watch. To try and understand. To never look away. And never,
never, to forget.” Arundhati Roy
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