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Pruning management in citrus trees

Abstract

Citrus are evergreen trees thus generally require less pruning than deciduous trees.
However, they need to be pruned regularly for optimal fruit quality and productivity.
Pruning can improve fruit quality through increasing light in the canopy and also reduces
alternate bearing. Reducing tree height by pruning facilitates fruit harvesting and reduces
labor costs, too. In not pruned mature citrus trees, fruiting sites limit to upper and outer of
canopy; fruit size and quality reduced and trees may not produce annually; also, high
density of leaves and shoots prevent penetrate of spray to canopy inside; so efficiency of
foliar application of poisons and mineral nutrients reduced strongly. In this article,
different types of pruning in citrus trees, their principles and proper time based on
research and field work has been described.

Key words: Principles of prune, Rejuvenation, Scheduling, Training.



