


504 Absolutely 
Essential words

LESSON 2



/kɔrps/

Most of the corpses were badly burned, making identification 
almost impossible.

Corpse

a dead body, usually of a person
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/kənˈsil/

He made no attempt to conceal his satisfaction.

Conceal

to prevent something from being seen or known about;
to hide something
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/ˈdɪz·məl/

The trip was a dismal failure.

Dismal

dark and sad, without hope, or very bad
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/ˈfrɪdʒ·əd/

It’s frigid in here ,could you turn down the air-conditioning?

Frigid

extremely cold
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/ɪnˈhæb·ət/

These remote islands are inhabited only by birds and animals.

Inhabit

to live in a place
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/nʌm/

My fingers are so cold, they’re numb

Numb

unable to feel anything
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/ˈper·əl/

The president said that we are entering a time of great peril.

Peril

danger, or something that is dangerous
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/rɪˈklɑɪn/

Hacker was reclining leisurely in an office chair, his legs 
propped up on a desk

Recline

to lean or lie back with the upper part of your body in a nearly 
horizontal position, or to cause (something) to lean back
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/ʃrik/

She heard a high-pitched shriek

Shriek

a loud, high cry, scream
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/ˈsɪn·ə·stər/

She has dark, sinister eyes that make you nervous when
she looks at you

Sinister

evil, or suggesting that something evil is going to happen
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/tempt/

I’m trying to diet – don’t tempt me with that cake!

to encourage someone to want to have or do something, esp. 
something wrong
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Tempt



/ˈweɪ·dʒər/

I lost a small Wager on the superbowl

a bet
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Wager


