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Dr Strangelove Or How I Learned To Stop Worrying And Love The Bomb (1964)
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The incredibie amack on Poard Harbor as told
trom Both the American and Japanose sides
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B3l S 6 old 53 Lo VAR 53 Syl gt 80581 (sl o2 s4aB ]y )y 5y s
331355 53l € 1y bly Gaedlsd Jomr @ S5m0 503 3Ly i b Bl g el (ualS cansyl6
S8 395 ohd lonsl (54835 YV 15 aled gy 3 b Spabas 515,85 6l 4 sl 005 s 1 K
3SSleiSes |y (D-day b silay 3,5) VAEE (555 s 55 dudlyd s silay Sl @0 (it (slagy
359555 393 0l 31y ol iy 9 0 HS00! (goplr V) 3500 ohd sl 088 g s S8 L 5 59,00l
20 VA Jlo ohed 05 98

Schindler’s List (1993)
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We Were Soldiers (2002)

Lolen |y plitsg ,biShe S y0 5 70 9 g ¢ ¥y oy oled 10,58 5515 o0 plisey Koz 3 (501 (50008 530 05l 4 w92 5l Lo oded s
(o gl 55050) OgmansS Jo 550 b Kpal (25)) 135 G bl (olul y old ol 000iS g 0 2boj 0 2K 0] Glib e S35 555 51 5 3Ll
ool sai s Lo ‘ALde \i}?}b)@)&:ﬁ &35

|84



oS5 (go,les uu[.ﬂatgg"ﬂ‘

Gyl 5433l 31 ygmile Pyl ¢ e SETVATTEVAYE sla L
S 357 90 Loty Lo Silagas S b LIAYE Jludasla YY) s Peggen
Sl &1y Glaz HBatungd 3 el |y ol s 53 dpax ol slaail
VAV o 53 (et Syl s3] 38 ($y20 Sy gy M 23]
sl g olatl oM b aexrlss Gln Ol @ Sl 6L Hskarews 5
py iy 9 S Ol b Jlods (5500 bl 53 oISl s il 4 s Gl
Gl Olge cod gldame SLasil Sl ol sbasly 51 S 08 0
ot S ISISE g ygma b o] sedas 53 il 08 4 &S 59 ol
easls polazs] Whle 4 VAT0 Jlu s dows ol oole sle soylecs .oy
oNylsy8 3gr Loy labuw b g Slusl pwlisly Gand &5 o)les o0
ol SY 9 Ol olhisges 23l Blms § Bgadid 5 59 ol kgl ;61
ompoly S5 (VAYT) ‘/\o/:wlflfw)l.‘:.;j‘ pgs slagy .9 858 iulng
g5 5 S5 Kbl oty Sl ool o9 iz 0 S b 4 camgpands
Lol ysl @l 1 labews 51 (S i) Ol QLS (al o iz 393 (3l ool lo
S a8l oy sl oyl 55 S35 s g ey 54k 33 50 0 (Lo
9 ok 51 ¢ Sypmand amnd Jl 51 0 ohla $b 45w « Gugrebow 200

Olmd 3 9 j9ep WLl (S5 s ¢ andes

il bl g isga sl 5 9955 Wyl
Saugy 55 b s S Koyl 4o s 5
JEAN TOOMER| J/ 55 bougs "l isulna ol o0 s
e VAYT 550 55 comgislos olex o Bakasgs

Olaka s 5 6*?*’.&“*345’5? 16 5 g
< jgad uSMS.J o 3l e glam GBacunss g

O T oygand o 19 9 ¢ ey Yl
b Sig
Syt oolow 5ok b 23] S 0
3979 phle lid) gesgame Lhyei )
aowa |y Giwier ol slas! & d ol oyl

3538 2l BdS il
el by 0l 52

Sy ool
parizatis1625@yahoo.com

Sz aidS 1K 50l Glaluw ity (3l Gz 4 bylo (il
Syges i (L)Lh Sdde 53 g 14Ye g 34Y. gladady 30 &
9 gz 09z 6 slapl & Jiwz ol Ll B g 9dd
Uil D90 dislid oo «Olalw il b el 555 0Lew
@ O B z9l 23,50 b Jsl Glar Siz y5lsl 4 iz
Ol b 400 $aile @ O sl 5 s a0 il
4295 9390 3 Ot Sl K0T Ol HBT & Ceal Gtz &)
Sl gt 331 5 eySnm 2590 .08 (0 I8 () Oldie g R
D90 diug S Guz Glowd b Olakuw Oludl 4y 555l 50 &
9 Sy lod 4 (R3] iz g Il 5o piuiz () &S iy
O95uS 9 E3IsS B Ciegi Olr (S S 39S U9z 2lboz
Ald 6520 Lol )5 Juy () Slalead)S dz sl 3Sie 4y 1) S
(Ao @319 431y K ol Glalw Slime gLzl ps3) 2 GhusS &5
2y Ylwgioluw Cavlew Lz 9 (ialé
ez ol 5 s 20ayg) @IS 1y ke Gl 595 sian AlSe Jalge
0B Sl 33 casgelis bsgte ek S oS g Shalay
U 0 Slow! E§)55 ;5"’)5"‘ GLQQ.@)S Qi..vbsl EBL 45:5.] [
wdly BgSi 5 0y Cuoyd eST(VATONATY) sls K 5
rler & Bgyme gonny 2 0 S Gloles cul 5l (89S 0e
Sy 53 aliwgy i Bbla )8 )l58 9 a0 sladies 45 « Sy
slocasdye | 6ylos95y sskaia 0 5 Jleds Gblia wads & |y 1 4l
Sailaia c X599 85,5 Sy o 6"‘@" ;ia:- Sdnwlg & sus slm
il ocdytey S plsiear ) Shgssd b Kilead 53 o
Sxlp (855 518 ¢ 505 5138550 9 ees Joge 518035y 395 558 9
a3 3 100] Gblew pulow Sl 5 sl s ol
Tz ey Sty sl e a2 sz RBGA! ¢ 392 et 08 9
8 et 8L £Lig] 39040 sl 9 14+ 3 JLu 5 &5 (NAACP)

ooy 08 ST 31 Gty Kool ol sl g i lsgSs claagel Lol
Sl 5 Glateys [0 s Glales JG55e slagialed 350 035 a5l
o o GhleKial s 'S b osr
Shwge 3 w8l 59y pgmdle Ngalie
9 LosSn @ plalws b oed @0 59k 5 5>
Slusl 53 wisg 4l oly Whls sls,LiS
slagbuls 5 oty Lo yas 55
SIVAAL saas 4y ol gy Pl
JUl e s plabes 23l Gllaadl
K bl 51 g B2 0 Cgmns a50
Ozl 099 seaar SBT3 e Sl
5yl yo S 24lS g Sliwls c_';l.’:..ml 5o
sbcwadly QL L oS Wog )01 dher
Gly olael G 5 Kol 5 Glalew S35
oo sl ol olP g 1 (8L cwes
2l ol olusl slagsl & 55 5L

IVESPHICR R R - Ty |

S5l 9 9 O o iSung ey Pl e oy ¢ s lal s
"l ol pbas S Sa el degame . xisgs K0l b Slosl 5 56
S0 S L g sbos gonienss S0 51 4 350 )BT gl 51 S0 < (VAYY)
ol 64.};.(‘;)53(\‘\"*) ,r)_iwu.:.ud < g\)lq )3.35 ).»13).»4 33 g ok aslid
Kool plolews S35 ol 45 55 5 o5 (idenal b &5 00 228 (lay S 55 095
Ol @ A1y g i lan Jleb sk bl 5 D liwgy Bblse 5o
o 0 yluilg g oainsd oy ds) 5 25 (VAT E) osel iy oS
3yl ol Lwgio i S35 prp @ 5 2y 0 leiis Timgls
g By 05 SO oo

O S5es slangy 4 (bled b g loding] (o iz i1 b oyl il



oly bl 3 5138550

o s gbdla 3l Whle uiludy Jlgy jo Al Jalgs
L399 o0 dsal> dl.bu..::u Shad dxrgia oW 4R S).v )35) gsbl.a.z'é‘ )L‘Lé
@ Sy S48 53 &S G5t Sylyw 3wl s NAACP (52 oloplojle
Jleie g3lasdl Bluw @ jiig oo G485 53 935 (0 S il ($Dlis!
A ¢ jgad aloz 3l e obew )Uf)j‘ u\fwj.vj 6’3‘ ol 3 &5)1.:.».9..&3b5,‘o X
Sy Sogg oo G403 Gkl 53 23293 9« Gy Fla ¢ pgmilr s
VATO Jlu y3 65 333 g 59 b o] 51 g8 o &S 5T hels xings 03,5
i3 2,5 W 5 Sy5 35) 31 g 5oLl plingl (yonds 5 deas (et -
)b Lo .i;\.:lg-rJ)Lb dilie BX &a.\ 6D Ql)‘:a)’l.é.n 9 o\.:.u dl.baj)fo,:g
s sy bl ;‘ 2 olala wos «dsSH swlunw rJ)Lb potde (b
SRS g G 0 S350y o8 el ek G eter ol b sl
@Jal:uugf‘xbyo.ul)‘)bb Vavy4 )I wx.&& u\:; 0y93 ugl 52)945
016 e sl it o5 iy Gy il ohls 53 il o5 3l ol g
S ob Sy plaiagd 5 SptS pibgh jl Cess b 2338 S Ty whle sailate
03l b GLES i 0 Al s 1035 50l ez g o sladns

o s U 53 e sl |y ol s 3 78 sy phla Ly
JUSI 51« 5558 sels oz 9 oo 3l s sads 35 o B 5ls 518 50
3 S gl B Sags Jlagiy plalus wlosl sy ages JSE1 5 a0 i
‘ uL&L«.»: uLu.bl )‘ b)S.:;v u;l S99 ¢ u:v‘ » oj)l.: . My <0 ).’ J.J 6\.&4.5)

Ye . NFd . .
e g o 5403 53 Il bz s gl Al g SBas i ol
ol e @lfwy)bl o555 goliia sladas js ylalaw wlos! g .0l
8L adl L csls Whla by laartis ps aiv)y coly slmy 5 Sl
Yo . . ol .“
9¢ S odir er Reskad; « paly b 0sr SUIS Brwga g S g
285 dz ol b dglio LB sl s e 40 5 25555 pias byl 0 S 1,0
» @I; rJ)Lb owlady ¢ Glear pwliyw 35 sl ol (gly  axiisls e oYL
sl 00k 38,5 S9ad (95 sdiings (gymds 3l ablasly oyl ¥
gl

RVEYY) )l.&f)jl

1. New Nigger 2. Claude McKay 3. Jean Toomer

4. Countee Cullen 5. Langston Hughes
6. National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
7. Bob Cole

10. Charles W. Chesnutt 11. Harlem Shadows

8. J. Rosamond Johnson 9. Paul Laurence Dunbar
12. Cane

13.There Is Confusion  14. Jessie Fauset 15. National Urban League
18. Nigger’s Heaven

21. Wallace Thurman

24. Countee Cullen

16. Survey Graphic 17. Alain Leroy Locke

19. Carl Van Vechten 20. Fire!!
22. Zora Neale Hurston 23. The Weary Blues
25. Heritage 26. Quicksand

28. Their Eyes Were Watching God

27. Nella Larsen
29. Jelly Roll Morton
32. Aaron Douglas

30. Louis Armstrong 31. Duke Ellington

33. DuBois 34. Ralph Ellison 35. Josephine Baker
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1, Too
1, too, sing America.

| am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen

When company comes,
But | laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.

Tomorrow,

I’ll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody’[l dare

Say tome,

“Eat in the kitchen,”

Then.

Besides,
They’ll see how beautiful | am
And be ashamed--

1, too, am America.

9529 §eEaSAT ) g0 ylas

Cross

My old man’s a white old man
And my old mother’s black.

If ever | cursed my white old man
| take my curses back.

If ever | cursed my black old
mother

And wished she were in hell,

I'm sorry for that evil wish

And now | wish her well

My old man died in a fine big
house.

My ma died in a shack.

| wonder were I’'m going to die,
Being neither white nor black?

Brass Spittoons

Detroit,
Chicago,
Atlantic City,
Palm Beach.

Democracy

Democracy will not come
Today, this year
Nor ever

| have as much right
As the other fellow has
To stand

On my two feet

And own the [and.

Through compromise and fear.

Part of my life.
Hey, boy!

A nickel,

A dime,

A dollar,

Two dollars a day.
Hey, boy!

A nickel,

A dime,

A dollar,

Two dollars

Clean the spittoons, boy.

Clean the spittoons.

The steam in hotel kitchens,
And the smoke in hotel [obbies,
And the s[ime in hotel spittoons:

| tire so of hearing people say,
Let things take their course.
Tomorrow is another day.

| do not need my freedom when |’'m dead.

| cannot live on tomorrowss bread.

Freedom
Is a strong seed

Planted

In a great need.

| live here, too.
| want freedom
Just as you.

Buy shoes for the baby.
House rent to pay.

Gin on Saturday,

Church on Sunday.

My God!

Babies and gin and church
And women and Sunday
All mixed with dimes and
Dollars and clean spittoons
And house rent to pay.
Hey, boy!

A bright bowl of brass is beautiful to the Lord.

Bright polished brass like the cymbals
Of King David’s dancers,

Like the wine cups of Solomon.

Hey, boy!

A clean spittoon on the altar of the Lord.

A clean bright spittoon all newly polished—

At least | can offer that.
Com’mere, boy!
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1. The Origins of Political Order

2. When China Rules the World: The End of the Western World and the Birth of a New Global Order
3. No One>s World: The West, the Rising Rest, and the Coming Global Turn

4. Why America Failed: The Roots of Imperial Decline
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FIGURE 1. Number, ratlo,* and ratet of legal abortions performed, by year — Unlted States, 197420054
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» 14.1% Has relationship problem or partner does not want
pregnancy

= 12.2% Too young; parent(s) or other(s) object to preg-
nancy

* 10.8% Having a child will disrupt education or job

* 7.9% Want no (more) children

* 3.3% Risk to fetal health

= 2.8% Risk to maternal health

2.1% Other

A 2004 study by the Guttmacher Institute reported that
women listed the following amongst their reasons for choos-
ing to have an abortion:

» 74% Having a baby would dramatically change my life

» 73% Can’t afford a baby now

= 48% Don’t want to be a single mother or having relation-
ship problems

= 38% Have completed my childbearing

* 32% Not ready for a(nother) child

» 25% Don’t want people to know | had sex or got pregnant

» 22% Don’t feel mature enough to raise a(nother) child

* 14% Husband or partner wants me to have an abortion

» 13% Possible problems affecting the health of the fetus

= 12% Concerns about my health

* 6% Parents want me to have an abortion

= 1% Was a victim of rape

Less than 0.5% Became pregnant as a result of incest.

Based on the information of CBR, 1% of all abortions oc-
cur because of rape or incest; 6% of abortions occur because
of potential health problems regarding either the mother or
child, and 93% of all abortions occur for social reasons (i.e. the
child is unwanted or inconvenient).

According to Guttmatcher Institute the reasons women give
for having an abortion underscore their understanding of the
responsibilities of parenthood and family life. Three-fourths
of women cite concern for or responsibility to other individu-

als; three-fourths say they cannot afford a child; three-fourths
say that having a baby would interfere with work, school or
the ability to care for dependents; and half say they do not
want to be a single parent or are having problems with their
husband or partner.

According to these studies, most women abort for social or
economic reasons

= 74% of abortions: the woman believes hav-
ing a baby would dramatically change her life
(Women had a choice to further define how her life would
be affected. Again, women could choose more than one op-
tion. 38% said the baby would interfere with education, 38%
said the baby would interfere with job or career, and 32% said
other children or dependents would be affected.)

=73%ofabortions:thewomanbelievesshecan’taffordababy
(Women had a choice to further define why she couldn’t af-
ford the baby. Again, women could choose more than one
option. 42% said they were unmarried, 34% said they were
a student, and 28% said they couldn’t afford baby and child
care, and 23% said they couldn’t afford the basic needs of life.)

= 48% of abortions: the woman doesn’t want to be a single
mother

Reference

Boyer, Ed. by Paul S. (2006). The Oxford Companion to United States
History. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press. p. 3.

“Induced termination of pregnancy before and after Roe v. Wade”,
JAMA, 12/9/92, vol. 208, no. 22, p. 3231-3239.

Bankole et al., “Reasons Why Women Have Induced Abortions: Evidence
from 27 Countries”, International Family Planning Perspectives (1998).

Finer, Lawrence B., et al. “Reasons U.S. Women Have Abortions: Quanti-
tative and Qualitiative Perspectives.” Perspectives on Sexual and Reproduc-
tive Health, Guttmacher.org, Sep. 2005.

Guttmacher Institute website; available at: www.guttmacherinstitute.
com



can identity’ and whether the others living in this country
would remain loyal to the American doctrine or not for the
years to come. Latinos have already had an influential mark
on the appearance of American life-most remarkably their
language- and have brought concerns to scholars that beat on
the ‘we and them’ rhythm. The irony lies here. Isn’t it that
America was the land of immigrants from the very beginning
and wasn’t the country developed by the working hands of
millions of immigrants? Does the protestant ethic that was set
up four hundred years ago by the first pilgrims still lie valid to
the America of today? In other words, doesn’t being an Ameri-
can mostly mean Immerican and how long would arguments
about ‘deviation’ from the American creed linger in a land that
incessantly evolves and brings new prospects to it?
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Abortion in the United States

Parnaz Talebi

All over the world, abortion has been a subject of controversy
and debate. Based on religions and due to its direct relation
to the life of a human being, it has been usually considered
as immoral and sinful, thus it was taken as an illegal action
in most societies. But, in contrary to all those social beliefs
and values, the act of abortion has undergone a large change
during last decades and it is now a legal act in most countries,
however the level of its legality differs in different countries.

Concerning the issue, United States is one of the most con-
troversial and debatable countries, the country in which num-
ber of abortions per day is approximately 3700, and where the
abortion altered completely from an illegal action to a legal
and authorized one during last decades of the 20th century.
This resulted in a sharp increase in abortion rate and divided
the nation to two opposing groups, one for abortion (pro-
choice) and another against it (pro-life).

So much work has been done on abortion from different
perspectives, but mostly they have focused either on its clini-
cal dimensions like its threats on the mother’s health or its
moral aspects as defensing or rejecting the act like A Defense
of Abortion by Judith Jarvis Thomson (1971). In this essay, | am
going to focus on the reasons that lead American women to
abort their babies, considering their social and cultural situa-
tions, the cultural forces, and their limitations.

A Historical Review

Abortion medically means terminating a pregnancy so that
it does not result in the birth of a baby and it has two types:
spontaneous and induced. The first one is the unintentional
abortion that happens regularly due to medical problems. But
the latter is the intentional one, that is, the mother decides to
end her pregnancy.

Abortion existed in the United States from the very begin-
ning of its formation and there were few rules about that. One
law was that abortion was acceptable only before quickening
of the baby in mother’s womb. James Wilson, a framer of the
U.S. Constitution, explained it as follows:

“With consistency, beautiful and undeviating, human life,
from its commencement to its close, is protected by the com-

mon law. In the contemplation of law, life begins when the in-
fant s first able to stir in the womb. By the law, life is protected
not only from immediate destruction, but from every degree
of actual violence, and, in some cases, from every degree of
danger” (James Wilson, 1790).

But gradually states started noticing the issue and they il-
legalized the action one after another. The criminalization
movement accelerated illegalization process during the 1860s
and by 1900, abortion was largely illegal in every state. Some
states did include provisions allowing for abortion in limited
circumstances, generally in case of protecting the womanyss
life or on pregnancies due to rape or incest.

In spite of all these facts, abortions continued to occur,
however, and increasingly became readily available. In the
1930s, licensed physicians performed an estimate of 800,000
abortions a year. lllegal abortions were often unsafe, some-
times resulting in death (Boyer, 2006).

In 1967, Colorado became the first state to legalize abor-
tion in cases of rape, incest, or in which pregnancy would lead
to permanent physical disability of the woman. Similar deci-
sions continued to be taken in different states, but still there
existed oppositions, to which the Roe v. Wade decision put an
end to.

The Roe v. Wade Case

InJune 1969, Norma L. McCorvey discovered she was preg-
nant with her third child. She returned to Dallas, where friends
advised her to assert falsely that she had been raped, as she
could then obtain a legal abortion (with the understanding
that Texas»> anti-abortion laws allowed abortion in the cases of
rape and incest). However, this scheme failed, as there was no
police report documenting the alleged rape. She attempted
to obtain an illegal abortion, but found the unauthorized site
shuttered, closed down by the police. Eventually, she was re-
ferred to attorneys Linda Coffee and Sarah Weddington (Mc-
Corvey would give birth before the case was decided).

In 1970, attorneys Linda Coffee and Sarah Weddington filed
suit in a US District Court in Texas on behalf of Norma L. Mc-
Corvey (under the alias Jane Roe). The defendant in the case
was Dallas County District Attorney Henry Wade, representing
the State of Texas. At the time, McCorvey was no longer claim-
ing her pregnancy was the result of rape and later acknowl-
edged she had lied earlier about having been raped. “Rape”
was not mentioned in the judicial opinions in this case. The
district court ruled in McCorvey>s favor on the merits, and de-
clined to grant an injunction against the enforcement of the
laws barring abortion. The Roe v. Wade reached the Supreme
Court on appeal in 1970. Finally in 1973, the Court held that a
right to privacy existed and included the right to have an abor-
tion. The court found that a mother had a right to abortion
until viability, a point to be determined by the abortion doc-
tor. After viability a woman can obtain an abortion for health
reasons, which the Court defined broadly to include psycho-
logical well-being.

Abortion after Legalization

After its legalization in the US, the rate of abortions in-
creased sharply (figure 1).

Reasons

A study by Bankole et al. in 1998, revealed that in 1987-
1988 women reported the following as their primary reasons
for choosing an abortion:

. 25.9% Want to postpone childbearing

* 21.3% Cannot afford a baby
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Deviating Nations Merging on Centrifugal Soil: Becoming American

Maryam Shahmoradi / rightzone_67@yahoo.com

When the many pilgrims and puritans set their feet on the
New World they established a number of doctrines that be-
came as rich and fertile as the soil they were to determine
to cultivate. The American canon was identified through a
number of characteristics that included the Protestant faith,
commitment to work and individual accomplishment. Millions
of immigrants from Europe crossed the oceans and unfolded
their lives on ‘the virgin island’ hoping that the ‘New Haven’
would put an end to their adversities; however, they were not
aware that the relief they were in search of would cost them
years of harsh labor, discrimination and even poverty which
they were running from. These immigrants can be mainly di-
vided into two categories; from the 1820s to 1880s they came
from Northern and Western parts of Europe who were mainly
Irish, Germans, Scandinavians, French Canadians and Chinese
respectively (‘Old immigrants). From 1880s onward, great
masses of Italians, Austro-Hungarians, Russians, Jews, Slavs
(mainly Poles) made up the ‘New immigrants’. The impression
that each and every one of these groups made were unique.?

The advancement and exploitation of the New World
hinged upon these very immigrants. Their first generations
chiefly engaged in low-skilled jobs but from generation to gen-
eration most of the ethnic groups got employed in industries
and highly- paid professional occupations and it was easier for
them to get involved in the mainstream of American life; yet,
they differed in the degree of their success and the realms
which they specialized in. For example, the first Chinese im-
migrants were famous for working on the railroad, mines and
fields, the Italians for work on textile mills and the Jews for
their success in factories and union-building. Education was
also a key element to the immigrants’ achievements but not
all ethnicities cared equally about it. On the other hand, the
Americans distrusted many of these newly-arrived ethnic
groups- afraid that they deviated from the American creed
and American standard of life. In fact, the hostility that the
immigrants experienced was the most challenging difficulty
that obstructed many of their chances of quick improvement.
Attempts for ‘naturalization’ led to the development of groups
like the APA ( American Protective Association), the ‘Know-
Nothins” and the Klu-Klux-Klan against Roman Catholics; Im-
plementation of the ‘Oriental Exclusion Act’ against the Chi-
nese and the Japanese, and enmity towards Jews gave rise to
the growth of groups like the ‘Silver Shirts’ and ‘The German
American Bund’. Racial categorization of Europeans into supe-
rior and inferior and political rivalry was also other forms of
antagonism. After the Second World War however, with the
level of wages and education improving and religious bigotry
losing color, the immigrants and the white Protestant Ameri-
cans got along on better grounds. After the 1880s, the Jews
became a notable ethnic group for their speedy success in all
fields- i.e. education and business- and by the 1970s their in-
comes surpassed any other ethnic group, including the white
Protestants. Although the Jews coming from Eastern Europe
were not much favored at the start by the German Jews that
preceded them, they soon came to cooperate with one anoth-
er. It is said that the Jews came to the New World with the firm

1 The Blacks and the Native Americans are not discussed here. Their history
deserved a separate essay to elaborate upon.
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intention of realizing their dream in the ‘Promised land’. From
1960s onward, America witnessed the flow of physicians, sci-
entists and professionals from South and Eastern Europe who
looked for new opportunities in ‘the land of successes’. Also
from 1973 an eye-catching number of Asians resumed their
immigration to the States.

Another phenomenon in the late 1960s was the growing
entrance of Latin-Americans who also suffered from poor-eco-
nomic conditions. It is estimated that by the next thirty years
or so they would outnumber the blacks and the Spanish lan-
guage would become one of the central aspects of American
life. Lands that required labor, transportation and the Mexi-
can revolution stimulated the Latin Americans to travel to the
States but not with the intention of staying. Most of them ini-
tially came to improve their economic status and return back
to their homelands. The Mexicans, Puerto Ricans and the Cu-
bans were the three Spanish speaking groups that immigrated
in large numbers.?2 The Mexicans were the largest of these
three and their history is intensely connected to South-West-
ern parts of America.? The small number of ‘Haciendas’ con-
trolling property in Mexico had enraged the proletariat whose
back could no longer bear the burden of harsh conditions.
The braceros and the ‘wetbacks’ also contributed a lot to the
American fields. The braceros were contract laborers whose
program was set between the Mexican and American govern-
ment for 22 years but it ended by the gradual mechanization
of agriculture and the protests made by Mexican Americans
who received lower wages than them. It is also noteworthy to
mention the activities of four Mexican leaders who petitioned
for equal education, job opportunities and improvement of
the austere economic conditions of Mexicans. The Chicano
activities, the Alianza movement, the Crusade for Justice and
the La Raza Unida are movements that pursued the interests
of Mexicans. Puerto Ricans were known for their urban lives
in cities like New York and lacked a leader for claiming their
rights. Among Latin Americans and other ethnic groups, the
Cubans are the most distinguished ones. Most of those who
immigrated were highly-educated and skillful people who had
fled from the political situations that Castro had established
and mostly concentrated in southern Florida. They did not
face the discrimination that other Spanish groups suffered
from. A unique characteristic of the Latin-Americans is that
unlike other ethnic groups they avoided utterly conforming to
the American lifestyle and for that reason they still have been
paying the price.

Today, America is home to many ethnic groups who have
established their lives for many years. Many of these groups
hold on to their traditions, culture and faith while living in an
American atmosphere but every now and then anxieties are
raised about whether these ethnicities endanger the Ameri-
can standard of living and whether serious decisions should
be made on immigration policies. Discussions are constantly
constructed in regards to elements that constitute ‘the Ameri-

2 Other Spanish speaking groups came from The Dominican Republic and
Columbia as well. The Basques were also a small minority whose lives used
to be intertwined with Sheep industry in the West’s Great Basin.

3 The 1848 ‘Guadalupe Hidalgo’ Treaty surrendered territories to America
that are now known as Colorado, California, Texas, New Mexico and New
Jersey.



Income Gains at the Top Dwarf Those of Low- and Middle-Income Households
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On the other side many believe that Capitalism is the sys-
tem that has created inequality around the world. They be-
lieve:

1. Capitalism divides the society in two classes. In action, in
the capitalist system, private ownership of means of produc-
tion has divided the society in two classes: the owners of the
means of production or the capitalist class, and the working
class which includes majority of people who have to sell their
own ability in return for wage or salary.

2. In capitalism the only motive is material profit. In capital-
ism the motive for providing goods and services is to sell them
for profit, not to satisfy people’s needs. Competition for more
profit sacrifices human rights and values.

Nobel Prize winner economist Paul Krugman said that since
1973 national Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has increased 46
percent in real terms, but median income has only increased
15 percent. Where did the other 31 percent go? It went to the
wealthy. Supply side economy of Republicans certainly lifted
a lot of yacht but at the same time it has left most of the row
boats stuck in the mud.

Reaganomics has proven that the trickledown theory is just
a convenient excuse to justify an economic policy favoring
the rich, with the benefits trickling up the very wealthy even
wealthier.

While in one side 43 percent of American financial wealth
is in the hand of the top one percent and on the other side
the bottom 40 percent control less than one percent of the
wealth, this society cannot continue in harmony and peace.
The failure of the political system in responding to that huge
economic inequality has motivated protesters to resort to
street protests a method learned from Arab Spring. People
voted to President Obama to deal with the greed of corpora-
tions but this administration similar to previous ones fell in the
hand of the top one percent. Although the literature president
Obama used in his presidential campaign was awakening of
the disastrous inequality prevailing in American society, in ac-
tion he failed to do something practical to bring any consider-
able change. Occupy Wall Street movement in different forms

and under different names will continue unless the political
system which is in the hand of the top one percent return to
a more democratic and more representing of the majority of
the people.
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ers in New York featured on its front page a story with the
title “Learning from the World” which connected the dots be-
tween the Tunisian uprising against Ben Ali and the growing
protest movement in the United States. Thus, even if an up-
rising in one country fails, it might inspire success elsewhere.
One never knows when a street demonstration in the Middle
East might spur on a protest even in the Middle West” (Greg
Burris, 2011).

e Wealth and Income Inequality in the United States

The commonest slogan of the Occupy Wall Street protest-
ers “we are the 99%” refers to the economical inequalities
and the discrimination of the top one percent against the rest
majority of people in the United States. In order to study the
wealth gap and test the slogan of “we are the 99%,” we should
know the difference between income, wealth and financial
wealth.

Income is the money you earn in a given year.

Wealth is the cumulative value of all your assets minus your
debts. Life utilities like computer, car, house, cash money in
bank and everything one may have are accounted as his net
wealth.

Financial wealth is marketable assets such as stocks, bonds
and means of production. So the computer, car and house
which one uses as his life accommodation are not calculated
as his financial wealth. But a factory and industrial machine
and what he saves in his bank account to be used for trad-
ing are financial wealth. In the following graphs you can see
the net wealth distribution and financial wealth distribution
in 2007 in the United States.

Top 10
percent,
12% A

Bottom
80
percent,
15%

Net wealth distribution 2007
Source: Center for Budget and Policy Priorities 2007

As these graphs show us, the top one percent controls 35
percent of American net wealth and 43 percent of the finan-
cial wealth. The bottom 80 percent of the society controls 15
percent of Net worth and 7 percent of financial wealth.

What do most Americans think about wealth distribution
in this country?

Most people of the United States do not have a clear idea
about the wealth gap in this country. According to Norton &
Ariely most Americans think the bottom 40 percent owns be-
tween 8-9 percent of the wealth of Unites States. In fact the
bottom 40 percent has just 0.3 percent of American wealth
(Norton & Ariely, 2010).

Top 10
percent,

MNext4
percent,

Financial wealth distribution 2007
Source: Center for Budget and Policy Priorities 2007

In reality the bottom 40 percent
Controls just 0.3%

Source: Norton &Ariely, (2010 )

* Historical analysis of the wealth gap in the United States

The gap between the rich and the poor in the United Sates
has widened in the last 40 years. The income of the top one
percent after tax has increased to 281% but the income of the
bottom 20 percent has increased just 16% (see graph 3).

Capitalism

Today, capitalism is the dominant economy system all over
the world. There are many debates over the definition of capi-
talism. Yet there is a general consensus that capitalism is an
economical system which involves private ownership of the
means of production, creation of goods or services for profit
or income, the accumulation of capital, competitive markets,
voluntary exchange, and wage labor.

Supporters of capitalism claim that Capitalism has proven

to be the best economic system. During the history, it has
been tested against other social systems such as Communism,
Socialism, Feudalism and Fascism. It has brought welfare and
wealth for man. There is no alternative for Capitalism. Com-
munist Soviet Union collapsed due to inefficiency of Commu-
nism and China adapted Capitalism to its economy and this
change led to progress and wealth for this country.
President Ronald Reagan believed that greater tax cuts for
entrepreneur leads to economic benefits tickle down into
the overall economy. If government’s economic policy fo-
cuses on making the rich richer, the benefit will trickle down
to everyone else. “A rising tide lifts all boats” as the wealthy
get wealthier, the condition of the poor gets better. This was
called Reaganomics. (E RAY CANTERBERY, 2000).



Economical Roots of the Occupy Wall Street Movement

Esfandiar Khodaee

“Occupy Wall Street” movement is a very recent event and
there are controversial theories which try to explain root
causes of this movement. This movement lacks any central
planning organization or leader, and this makes studying it
much more difficult. However, slogans on posters of pro-
testers such as “we are %99” and what the protesters in
their interviews claim and what they write in their weblogs
and websites shows that they are fighting against structural
economical inequalities as the outcome of capitalist sys-
tem. But how is wealth distribution in the United States
and what trend has it passed during the last 40 years? How
much of American wealth is in the hands of the top one
percent and the rest of the society? What is the role of Cap-
italism as the dominant system in economical inequalities
in the United States? Is Occupy Wall Street movement a
genuine social movement that may lead to fundamental
changes in the United States or it is a superficial and base-
less movement that should not be taken serious?

¢ Occupy Wall Street Movement and conspiracy theories

Since “Occupy Wall Street” movement is a very recent
event, there are controversial theories which try to explain it.
In fact, supporters and opponents of the movement present
different theories as effective tools to strengthen or weaken
this movement. Defenders claim that opponents have re-
sorted to creating Conspiracy theories in order to make this
movement seem less attractive. Here, we review some of
these conspiracy theories.

Many conservative republicans believe or claim that the
protest is just a part of the re-electing Obama campaign. In
an article in Washington Post, Wonkbook refers to the con-
tent of speeches which Obama has presented and compares
that literature to that of Occupy movement. To support his
claim Wonkbook refers to these words from Obama: “The
average income of the top 1 percent has gone up by more
than 250 percent to $1.2 million per year... For the top one
hundredth of 1 percent, the average income is now $27 mil-
lion per year. The typical CEO, who used to earn about 30
times more than his or her worker, now earns 110 times
more. And yet, over the last decade, the incomes of most
Americans have actually fallen by about 6 percent” (Wash-
ington Post, 7 December, 2011).

Supporters of the Occupy Wall Street movement reject
Obama 2012 theory and believe that although this move-
ment is closer to Democrats because of its egalitarian litera-
ture, it is a genuine movement which protests against the
current distribution of wealth and income. It is Obama that
is using their slogan for the sake of himself and his party.
This movement criticizes Obama for his reconciliations with
corporate and bail out plans for helping banks. “Despite the
rumors spurred by Republicans heavy-hitters like Rush Lim-
baugh and Herman Cain, many of the protesters staunchly
oppose the current administration” (New World Order Re-
port, 2011).

Another theory or so called conspiracy theory about Oc-
cupy Wall Street movement is that this movement has been
created by the media. Sal Russo of the Tea Party Express

accuses the media of giving the protests too much coverage
(lambslain.com, October, 2011). Judson Phillips, the leader
of the Tennessee-based group Tea Party Nation, said that the
“media’s coverage of Occupy Wall Street has been almost to-
tally positive to the point of glossing over some serious issues”
(Ibid).

Defenders of the Occupy Wall Street movement not only
reject this claim but also believe that major media have im-
posed a serious blackout against this movement. “Keith OI-
bermann hit on the hypocrisy behind the mainstream media’s
lack of coverage of the story, “Why isn’t any major news out-
let covering this?... there was the tea party got more cover-
age because their protesters looked more like the fifty some
things that are making decisions in newsrooms, and there was
a man bites dog novelty factor to the fact that conservatives
were out protesting, while these same organizations write off
liberal protests” (Politics USA, 2011).

This article studies Occupy Wall Street movement in the
framework of “social movement theory”. According to social
movement theory, “People are driven into movements out of
a sense of deprivation or inequality, particularly (1) in relation
to others or (2) in relation to their expectations. In the first
view, participants see others who have more power, economic
resources, or social status, and thus try to acquire these same
things for themselves. In the second view, people are most
likely to rebel when a consistently improving situation (espe-
cially an improving economy) stops and makes a turn for the
worse. At this point, people will join movements because their
expectations will have outgrown their actual material situa-
tion” (Ted Gurr, 1970).

One percent of American society controls 35 percent of the
net wealth and 43 percent of financial wealth. The bottom 80
percent controls just 7 percent of fimancial wealth (Center for
Budget and Policy Priorities 2007). It’s interesting to know that
the bottom 40 percent of families in the Unites States con-
trols less just 0.3 percent of American wealth (Norton &Ariely,
2010). Huge wealth gap has created the motivation for many
Americans to rise against inequalities and form a social move-
ment. Access to information technology has an important role
in this movement both in making people aware of inequalities
and organizing protests.

People joining social movements like “Occupy Wall Street”
follow their own interest. They resort to collective action be-
cause through this policy they can achieve their goals. Accord-
ing to social movement theory, “individuals are rational actors
who strategically weigh the costs and benefits of alternative
courses of action and choose that course of action which is
most likely to maximize their utility. The primary research
problem from this perspective is the collective action dilemma
or why rational individuals would choose to join in collective
action if they benefit from its acquisition even if they do not
participate” (Mancur Olson, 1965).

In the age of information technology, social movements
can ignite and inspire each other and exchange experiences.
“One should not overlook the ties between the Arab Spring
and the Occupy Wall Street movement. The first issue of the
so-called Occupied Wall Street Journal released by protest-
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12. An Analysis of Barrack Obama’s Media Campaign Strategies for 2008 Presidential Election: An American Approach
to Political Communication (Mitra Naeimi)

13. The U.S. Policy of Regime Change in Post Islamic Revolution Iran: A Nonviolent Approach (Abbas Tajik)

14. Representation of Leisure Time of American Family in the Simpsons (Najmeh Mohammadkhani)

15. Think Tanks and US Foreign policy: AEL and the Iraq War (2003 — 2008) (Alireza Rezakhah)

16. US Nation-Building in Iraq: Analysis of Educational Reforms in the Post-Saddam Era (Azadeh Ghahghaei)

17. From Congregation to Church; Blacks and the Evolution of Religion in the South: The Post-Civil War Era (1865-
1900) (Mohammad Poresmael Ganji)

18. Embedded Journalism and Coverage of the Iraq 2003 War: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Fox News Corporation
Website (Fatemeh Kamali Chirani)

19. U.S. Educational Diplomacy in the Middle East after September 11th, 2011 (Mahdi Zamani)

20. Iranian-American Identity in the Literary Works of Iranian-American Authors: A Case Study of Four Novels (Amir
Safari)

21. Post 9/11 Situational Context and George W. Bush’s Dispositions: The Transformation into a Crusader (Mohammad
Heidari)

22. Representation of US Army in the US Three Top Grossing Iraq War Films: Green Zone, The Men Who Stare at
Goats and Hurt Locker (Fatemeh Vafaiezadeh)

23. Third-party and Independent Candidates in US Presidential Elections (2000 - 2008) (Marzieh Javadi Arjmand)

24. Mid-nineteenth Century America and the Devine Soul in the Poems of Emerson and Sa’di (Razieh Kharidar)

25. Reconceptualization of American Exeptionalism in George W. Bush Speeches on Afghanistan (Arezou Ataollahi)
26. A Network Analysis of US Think Tanks: The Case of Iran’s Nuclear Program (Ataollah Karim-nejad)

27. The US Approach towards Space Activities from Eisenhower to Obama (Cooperative or Competitive Approach)
(Hedye Nasseri)

28. The Geopolitics of Persian Gulf and the US National Security Interests: 1971 — 2011 (Tofigh Maboudi)

29. The US Presidential Rhetoric in Mobilizing the Home Front for the Iraq War of 2003 (Hamed Mousavi)

30. US and and International Governmental Organizations: The Case of UNESCO (Elahe Jarrahi)

31. Cultural Legitimization of American Liberal Democracy through Individualism and Heroism in Hollywood Movies
(Sayyed Hassan Salehzadeh)
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