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Combinations
involving files

In this chaprer we shall investgare  various
comhbinaisns which i."':-:]_:lll;,lli[ cither an Open or a semi-
open file. OF course the major pieces will have an
impaortant role wo play.

The rooks are especially interested in the opening
of files, since it is only then thar they can develop
their full power.

The strategic goal of line opening consists of the
penetration into the opposing camp via the 7th or
Bih rank, [r is from there thar our major pieces can
cawse the mast damage.

An open or a semi-open file leading towards a
castled position can become a decisive factor which
powerfully supports and spesds up our amack. In
rmany combinations other pleces and pawns also play
an imporant pare. Only an assault harmoniously
'.II|,1FIII.HI|.'“(! |'|;|.' as great a numnbser ni'-.ilu-:.'king LiThiBE
possible can break though a well organized defence. Ie
is ofren AECEssary to act very Em—'rt_l;-e:tu.'ul|}' aid '.||:'ri1.'-|:|_1.'
in order o exploir 2 favourable moment.

Ler's now rake a look ar some combinarions which
make use of various open or semi-open hles,

The g-hle

l_.'ling:rn.m 135-1

A.Beliavsky — E.Bareev
USSR Ch., Minsk 1987

White uses a lovely tacticzl trick to bring inro the
attack mot |‘:I:1]:p' his bBishop, but also his queen.
1.5h5! &80 2. 8xght Sxgh 3. 83

The chreat §s the discovered arack f"":ﬁ‘l‘.
3..84b5

3. 00k G RveR ®eeR would be bad. due o
5. &gt

Alsa 380G is mes h}' i -fﬂgﬁf hxgﬁ- 4 Wee? Buchs
0, Bwohs—.
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Combinations in-.-ﬂ]'r'iﬂﬂ files

4, Whd!

Black cannot stand up to the coordinated amack
by his opponent, White prepares the deadly check
on gh.

4. 56

Mor are other moves any better:

a) 4. Bg7 5.8xg7 Eg? 6.Wg5t Lhd 7. 87—

by 4. fef 5 fixeR Wxel 6.5g0% dig? 7 81670~

c) 4. Bh6 5.0F71 Exfr 6.8xf7 Byhd 7 Bxgie
5.4

Black resigned. 5..Exf7 is answered by 6.5igh%

with a decisive gain in material.

Diggram 13-2

A Yusu — I.-'|3t1_||1-i1l|-:.' (L
Taluca Interoonal 1983

Here too, White can use the open g-file for a rapid
attack.
1.8h5! Ed8 2, 8hi!

2 fgh? hugh 3.fugh 5! is not clear.

2. ¥ed BEd7 304 (intending &gh) would also be
goad: 3. 8143 4. Rgb hugh 5.fegh BE7 6. Wh7t &8
7 Eh8tT &e7 Bged7 Exf7 and now White uses the
grhle 1o land a tactical blow with 9.Bxg74 &gy
10 Egl+— (I Walft).

2. Ed7 3.8xeR HxeB 4. Hh5+— Wha

Or 4. Eff 5.8xg7 Bxg? 6.Bxg?t Sxg? 7.5glt
hi B Bpd and Black cannot defend both g7 and g&
ar the same fime.

5. dxpg

Black resigned. 5.Bxg? is followed by 6.8xg/{
dxg? 7.5g1t HhE (7. H08 B ExhTen) 8 W7 (or
8. W),

— b o B b o - o

The h-file

The h-=hAle 15 ofren ::-r.ll:l:l.uﬂ it the opponent {ries [0
francherto his bishop. Simations where the players
have castled on different sides are p:.rril:ul:.rl.:.'
dangerous, because in most cases the rook is srill on
k1 and can take !'-I.-I:]ﬂI'IHEE of the line opening (as in
the game Alekhine — Hulscher in Chaprer 7, "The
pavwn wcdgc:l. Hers we shall mke 2 look ar anocher
two such situations,
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Diagram 13-3

ML Taimanoy

A Karpov
Leningrad 1977

Taimanov prepares a surprise artack.
1. B d4! 2. h6?

Berrer is 2.Ebl.
2...Hal 3.Eb1

3.2 Wads 4.EbS is followed by 4.5
Frael 6.g3 Buf1t 7. 52 Bhl--.
3Bt

White resigned. After 4.hxg3 there comes 4. Eal!
and the threat of . Eh8#F cannot be parried.

da! 5.Exd}

Diagram 13-4

V.Borisenko — Z.Nakhimovskaya
LiSSR 159065

White hnds an INTeresting way o open the h-Ale
LExh71!! &xh7 2ght Thi 3.2g50

Thie threar is BhS%. But as soon a5 Black mkes the
ronk, she is mared by hag3.
1-0

The F-fle

The f-Ale is more trequently -:‘:l|.'l|::||-|.'|:| in symmetrical
positions and also offers many different tacrical
possibilities.

MHagram 13-5

¥.5alow

o ---\-I -IE-.'*-'I 4I;-.-
Lirares 191503

1,gbl
White wants to open fil= and even sacrifices a

pawn o do sa,
1. fugh

1...hxph would be had, on account of 2 WLAt @gﬂ-
.3-.@-3,5*——.
205 gxf5 3.8xf5 5147 4,840 £e5 5.8556

Mothing is achieved by 5.81g5 Bpd 6.5xe5? due 10
6. Bxgd 7 Hxed Wapdt! 8. dxp2 Hxch,
5. Hhé

If 5..%gh, then 6.8pd EcR 7.Exph haxpih B Bxph
Followed h-} ‘?IEEH .
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Combinations involving hles

6.50g5 Tigh
G...e? is met by 70077 Swf? B.Exf7 and the
white rook has a very strong post on the 7eh rank: 8
8.4 0.8ed el 10.8xh7F Exh? 11,5gl+—, T
7.7+ gl
Diagram 13-6 6 .
B.Wxga! 5B
A premy blow, which decides the game on the 4
spot. B hxgh is followed by 9.Ehd and then muare s
on hB. N
1-0 2
1

Diagram 13-7

5. "I.‘I al '.:;-. |'|.|_".' (s, I'l., Y ;_‘I..I.H oy
Bled 1997

1. Axf2l

A l'ﬂ.‘li'i.'.IJ combination, which demonstrates how o
crack open a castled position,

.86 281 Ehé 3.8g) pives White time w

defend.
2.2 Whit 3800 Be7 4.8

Orcher moves lose even more guickhy:

al 4.5ed Bhit 5,502 BV 6. 95 BExi5#

b} 4.Eecl Birt 5.%e1 B2 6.9 Exb2—-
4. BI7—+ 5.5 hs!

White resigned. The threar is simply ._h3-h4. For
example, 6.Zac] hi 7875 $af7 Bguhd g3,

i L T = B =

Combinations involving two files

Dviagram 13-8

~ VAnand — A.Khalifman
Moscow (rapid) 1995

A rypical siruarion, in which Whites own pawn on
h7 is protecting the opposing king on h8. Bur White
prepares some file opening.
1.3

The threar is Bght.
1..%gh 2. Whi

Black resigned, because after 2. 915 there follows
3. Hght Exph 4. hopf=-B% Sxph 5. %his,
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Tactics &

Here is an example from an early game by the future
World Champion,
LEfG g5

1... 548 is mer by 2, %xhite-,
2.Exg5! hgS

2...gxf6 is bad, in view of 3.8h5 W8 4, Bxhit dgd
5.Eh7 and then Wg3s,
3. g5

Diagram 13-10

In rerurn for the exchange Whire obrains a srong
attack. The black rooks are very passively Fn:l.-l.'ll and
cannot yer take part in the acrion.
3..bgk

3..uf loses o 4. Whit 2g8 5.8h7t & 6. 2hEe,

3. Bed s followed by 4 Wh5T &gl 500! and now:

a) 5..g0 6.%hi and the threar of exf71 is winning.

by S..pgefs 6e?! 5 7.8x05 &7 B®EST Hha
o0.%Whot digh 10.Wh7#

ch 8. 018 6. What a7 ?.'El':-:g_?l
4. Wh4 a3

Or 4...WeB 500! pufis e 15 785 Ep7 8.5t
&h8 9. Whiet &gl 10.Wh7e
553!

Diagram 13-11

There is no good defence against the owo threars
of £h7t (winning the queen) and Bh7T followed by
WhET (winning a rook),
5l 6. Bugh! Wal3 7. 8h7H 218 8.3
1-0

Diagram 13-12

V.Hart — G.Sosonke
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Combinartions involving files

Tilbueg 137%

1.4e8!

A double amack: the ook on 24 i attacked and
there is also the threar of 2, ®xh7t &8 3. Whae,
L. ixed

Mow Black loses the queen.
2.8g2 5166 3.Ehg1!

3.e5! Axeb 4. bs— would also be pood.

Bilack tesdgned, on account of _':L.'Et:gl -"i.ﬁ:-:g?l‘
BE7 5. 87t Db 6.WhET &d7 7.Hg7. The invasion
of the seventh rank decides the game quikcly, Black
CANMNGT Prowecs 7.

— b e e m Sh =) OO

Diagram 13-13

~A.Planine - S.Maran l'||.r|.|;:.

P Trawvnik 1969

Whire wrilizes che strength of the rwo moks,
1. B xgt!! hughi 2.Bxgh §ihi

2..%h7 would be bad, on sccount of 3,exf5 Eihi
4.ExhS Bxf5 5. 8hxhios,

2. 2g5 is followed by 3.5xg5 BI7 4 8gxh51 and
[ILELUH
a) 4...Hg7 5.5x11 66 (5.8 6.EhE) 6. Dxf5e

b) 4..&g8 5.5h8t dg7 6.EIWTT wamsposes into
the game continuation.
3.8xhs Bf7 4. Bgxh6t g7 52071

Dviagram 13-14

—_ b w L A 3 -d O

5...Hg8

5. %0 also dearly boses: 6.25h61 &gs5 (6.3
7.Heht 4 BEh4T EgS 0847 dahd 10.5h6#)
7.5t ki 8.Exf74—
6.8hat Eg7 7.E5h7F gh B.exi5t Exf5 0.Exdi
Bxdf 10,843

With a winning ending,

Diiagram 13-15

Hartlaub — Testa

— b o s LA Sh =) Oo
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Tacrics i

Bremen 1913

1.Bxg7! dxg7 2.8g11 hi

IF 2%, ten 3.8hat &5 485t (or 485t
it 5.HweSt &gl 6.8g5 4. 0ed SBett ©f3
6. We3e,

2., Ehi allows instant mate |'.|:." 3 Whis,
3. WxeSt! dxes 4. 8205t f6 5. 8xfot! Bxft 6. Bgh#
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