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Introductisn

By his dedicated endeavors and his exemplary industry, Dr. Khaleghi-Motlagh has
placed all the lovers of the Persian language and literature, in general, and of the
Shahnameh in particular' in his debt' 

Ehsan yarshater

Columbia Uniuersitry
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The Shahrutmeh

the variants in the margins-a method fairly frequently used in the so-called "scientific"
editions of Persian texts-is simply inadequate, since even the oldest manuscripts have
already undergone a good deal of alteration. Such a method places an impossible burden
on the reader, who may not be equipped to make an appropriate choice among the
bewildering maze of variants. What is needed is diligent detective work on the part of
the editor, with all the thorough investigation that it implies and the erudition it requires,
to determine what may have been Ferdowsi's original. Such an investigative search must
be anchored not only in a complete familiarity with all the selected manuscripts, but also
in sound scholarship and in an intimate knowledge of the language, literature, history,
and culture of Ferdowsi's age, as well as of several subsequent centuries which have
affected the changes in the text of the Shahnameh.

To guard against possible subjectivity in the selection of words or verses and to
preserve the right ofjudgment for the reader, a critical editor of the Shahnameh ought
to record and present conscientiously all the meaningful variants to the reader. Only an
edition conforming to these principles may claim to be truly critical.

It is cause for profound gratification that Dr. Khaleghi-Motlagh, eminently qualified
to undertake such an edition, has devoted nearly a quarter of a century of indefatigable
effort to this very purpose. Altogether he has collected microfilms and photocopies of
forty-five manuscripts which date prior to the eleventh/seventeenth century, including
the Florence manuscript, all through his own endeavor and expense. Out of these he
has selected fifteen manuscripts in order to serve the edition of the text.2r He has
followed the text of the Florence manuscript except where he has determined that a
different reading is preferred, or that the text of this manuscript has to be purged of
interpolated lines or to be completed by other manuscripts.

The list of the manuscripts, their dates, and their sigla will be found at the end of
the editor's introduction. The principles that Dr. Khaleghi-Motlagh has followed in
editing the text are briefly described in his Persian introduction to this volume, and in
greater detail in a series of articles that he has published on the subject with ample
examples and illustrations.22 The variants are carefully recorded in the margins; by
studying them, the reader can see which manuscripts conform to the chosen line or
word and which deviate from it. Two volumes are envisaged for explanatory notes and
the arguments behind the editor's choices, bringing the total number of volumes to
eight.

21. For a detailed description of the manuscripts seeJ. Khäleghi-Motlagh "Mo'arrefi o arzyäbi-e
barkhi az dastnevishä-ye Shähnäme," Iran Nameh, lIIl3, 1364llgB5, pp.378-406, IV/1, 1364/1985,
pp. 16-47, and IV/2, 1364/1985, pp. 225-55.

22. Except for those already mentioned, these are: "Qavä'ed o iavabef-e tafhih-e matn-e Shäh-
näme," Majalle-yedaneshhade-yeadabiyyato'olum-eensani-edaneshgah-eFerdowsi,XIl4,l354ll976,pp.7l6-
63; "Der Plan einer neun Schahname Edition," Studia lranica, X/l, 1981, pp.85-92; "Si nokte dar
abyät-e Shähnäme," Ä1andeh. VII I /9.  l36l /1983, pp.575-84, and VII I / I l ,  1361/1983, pp.791-98;
"Noktehä-yi dar bäre-ye si nokte-ye Shähnäme," Ibid., Xl2-3, 1363/1984, pp. 113-25, and Xl4-5,
1363/1984, pp.331-41; "Mo'arrefi-e qata'ät-e elträqi-e Shähnäme," Iran Nameh, IIIII, 1363/1984,
pp.26-53, and I I I /2,  1363/1985, pp.246-61; "Yaddashtha' i  dar tasbih-e enteqädi bar methäl-e
Shähnäme," Ibid. ,  Vl l3,  136411986, pp.362-90, V/1, 1365/1986, pp. 47-75, and Y12, 1365/1987,
pp. 250-85.



Introduction

mistakenly assumed to be dated 710 s.ll3l0)15 and the Istanbul manuscript written in

731 rt.l1330. Two volumes of this revised edition were published in conjunction with the
Pahlavi Library in Tehran, in 1971 and 1973, respectively.t6

In 1972 the Iranian Ministry of Arts and Culture instituted the Shahnameh Foun-
dation (Bonyäd-e Shähnäme-ye Ferdowsi) under the direction of the late Mojtaba Minovi
and with the collaboration of several scholars, including 'A. Zaryäb, A. Tafaz2oli, S. J.
Shahidi and A. Raväqi, in order to collect the photocopies of the Shahnameh manu-

scripts, collate them and prepare and publish a more authentic edition of the work. The

efforts of the Foundation resulted in the publication of the episode of Rostam and
Sohräb (Dastan-e Rostam o Sohrab) in 1973, of Forud (Dastan-e Forud) in 1975,17 and of
Siavush (Dastan-e Siauush) in 1984 (the latter after Minovi's passing away),r8 without a
discernible plan. Between eight and ten manuscripts, including the manuscripts of Lon-

don, 1276; Istanbul, 1330; Leningrad, 1333; and Cairo,l34l and 1394 were used.re
The variants are given at the end of each text except for the second volume which lacks
variants. These volumes have many merits, not the least of which is the scholarship of
their editor, the oldness and relative reliability of the manuscripts chosen for collation,
and the benefit derived from the collaboration of experts. Nonetheless the editors have
been subject to some of the constraints inherent in collective editing, which generally
does not provide for comprehensive, systematic, and focused study of the manuscripts
by a single scholar. Moreover, the Florence manuscript was unfortunately discovered too
late ro benefit the edition of these three episodes. Thus the auspicious promise of The
Foundation was only partially fulfilled, and the goal of establishing a text as close to the
original of Ferdowsi as the extant manuscripts permitted remained yet to be achieved.

In view of the proliferation of the Shahnameh manuscripts, and the amount of
corruption which drove Lumsden to call the text of the Shahnameh "more wretchedly
corrupted in all probability than that of any other poet in the world,"2o almost every
verse of the Shahnameh needs to be subjected to careful scrutiny and its authenticity
determined. In order to achieve this goal properly an editor of the Shahnameh must
first personally and carefully research all the older manuscripts, at least those from the

thirteenth through the fifteenth centuries, in order to establish their interrelationships,
verify their worth, and select those which may be of assistance in editing the text. To

choose the oldest manuscript as the basis of the edition and then mechanically register

15. Aliev's introduction, op. cit., p. z. Apparently the date of the manuscript, which may have

been ll05 n., has been tampered with. See M. Minovi, apudl. Afshar, Ketabshmasi-e Ferdowsi,2nd ed.,

Tehran, 1976, p.211, n. The editors describe the manuscript as based on a good manuscript but

copied carelessly and in haste. This manuscript has not been used either by Minovi (see below) or by

Khaleghi.
16. Vol. 2 is edited by M. N. Osmanov with collaboration of Atrmad Tabataba'i.
17. Prepared by M. Rowshan, with an introduction by Minovi.

lB. With an introduction by M. Qarib which contains useful information on the editorial process

employed by the Foundation, and problems of editing the Shahnameh in general.

19. See Ddstan-e Rostam o Sohrab, pp.2l-22, Dastan-e Siaaush, pp.d, h, t, J,)a.
20. Op. cit., p. ix.

lx



The Shahnameh

following his method by S. Nafisi from the Macan and Mohl editions. This edition,
frequently reprinted, was the most widely used for scholarly purposes until the Moscow
edition appeared.

In the 1950s the Oriental Institute of the Soviet Academy of Sciences decided to
embark on a critical edition of the Shahnameh and assigned the task to a number of
scholars, who included at various times A. H. Nushin, L.T. Gozalian, O. I. Smirnova,
M. N. Osmanov and R. M. Aliev, under the supervision of t. E. Bertels, and after his
death in 1957, of A. H. Nushin. Initially the manuscripts used for this edition were
confined to those of London dated 675 s.1I276, the Leningrad Public Library dated
733 s.l1333, and Moscow's Oriental Institute dated 849 s.l1445, and an undated manu-
script, presumably of the ninth/fourteenth century, belonging also to the Oriental In-
stitute.Il The Arabic translation of al-Bondäri, made between 615-624ru.l1218-1227
was also used.'2 Beginning with volume IV the Cairo manuscript of 796 n./1394 was
also taken into account. The editors had correctly decided to ignore all published edi-
tions, and in order to provide a more authentic text, they based their own solely on
specific manuscripts of older vintage and recorded the variants in footnotes. This edition,
which was published from 1960-1971, has become the preferred one among scholars.
Its chief merit is the use of the London manuscript, the second oldest and one of the
best manuscripts known. From the introduction to the first volume it is clear however
that the editors have not been immune to some of the problems which often arise in
collective editing, and that in the earlier stages they have vacillated in choosing between
the oldest and the preferred variants.r3 Notwithstanding Bertels' substantial contribution
and Nushin's long supervision, the division of the text into several portions and entrust-
ing their edition to different scholars have not been particularly helpful in providing
the kind of expertise which results from the total immersion of a single scholar in the
entirety of a work; nor has this always helped in the application of a single method in
editing. A more general problem with this edition is thit it is based on too few manu-
scripts; and the oldest and also the most reliable manuscript, that of Florence, discovered
by Angelo M. Piemontese in 1977 was not available to its editors.

It is to the editors' credit, however, that they have recognized the limitation of their
work and considered it the first step in the process of establishing a definitive text of
the Shahnameh.la In fact, before the publication of the Moscow edition was completed,
two of its editors, R. M. Aliev and M. N. Osmanov, were commissioned to issue a second
edition in order to improve upon the first and remove some of its shortcomings, such
as the inclusion of spurious verses and the exclusion of some authentic ones. For the
revision they took into consideration two further manuscripts, one of Cairo (it seems

l l .  Vol .  I ,  Introduct ion,  pp. l2f f .
12. M. Qarib in his introduction to Minovi's edition of Dastun-e Siauush (see below) draws attenrion

to the fact that the editors of the Moscow edition have placed too much reliance, up to the beginning
of vol. V, on al-Bondäri 's translation; see p. /2, n. l.

13. See also Aliev's introduction, Vol. I, 2nd ed., Tehran, 1970, pp. u, z.
14. Vol. I. Introduction, p. 19.
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Introduction

by the government of India and the printing costs by the king of Oudh. Unfortunately,

the conäition of Macan's eyes did not allow him to publish either the variants to his

edition or a rranslation of the Shahnameh that he had mentioned to Jules Mohl.8 Upon

publication, Macan's edition received the acclaim and earned the popularity it deserved.

It served as the basis of numerous other editions in India and Persia.

Berween 1838-1878, the French scholarJules Mohl published a royal folio edition

of the Shahnameh in Paris, under the title of Le Liure des Roas. The seven tomes of this

edition contain an extensive introduction, a French translation on opposite pages, and

a "table analytique de noms propres et principales matiöres." The deluxe printing of

this edition ranks among the highest examples of the art of the book.e

Mohl used altogether some thirty-five manuscripts, of which eight belonged to the_

Bibliothöque royale de Paris (later Bibliothöque nationale) and thirteen to the library of

the East tnaia Company in London; two to Sir John Malcolm; five which had also been

used by Macan; o.tö f.om the Bodeleian Library at Oxford; and three borrowed from

various British owners, one of which had belonged to the Royal Library of the Moghul

emperors and bore the stamp of these emperors from Babur through Aurangzeb' Ho1-

"n.., 
Mohl mentions only one manuscript prior to the Baysonqor edition of 829 s'|1426.

He states that he had wished to classify the manuscripts according to their interrela-

tionships, but this he did not find feasible, and therefore he used in each case the style,

the meäning, the date and the number of manuscripts and other relevant circumstances

to decide on a readirg.to Mohl's edition did not record the variants either, and here

again the reader has to rely on the editor's discretion for the authenticity of his readings.
- 

It goes without saying that in spite of the great debt of gratitude that we owe to

Macan änd Mohl and despite the dedication and the sustained effort they brought to

their task, their editions could not satisfy the requirements of a truly critical edition.

Both suffer from the fact that they could not benefit from the best and oldest manu-

scripts, which came to light later. Nonetheless their endeavors_produced decent editions

thai served scholars in their research and formed the basis of many other editions.

The most notable among these was the one undertaken byJohann Augustus Vullers,

who produced a new edition by comparing the texts of Macan and Mohl up to^^the end

of thä Kayanian dynasty and the advent of Alexander, carefully recording the differences

bet.ween the two versions in the margins. Vullers'edition was published in three volumes

in Leiden, from 1877-1884 (vol. III, posthumously by his student and collaborator Sa-

muel l,andauer).
The Borukhim Publishers in Tehran arranged for a new, complete edition of the

Shahnameh on the basis of Vullers', under the successive supervision of M. Minovi, A.

Eqbal, S. Haim, and S. Nafisi; it was illustrated by "Darvish," a talented Persian artist of

Aimenian extraction, and published in Tehran in ten volumes between 1934-1936. The

last three volumes which Vullers had not lived long enough to edit were prepared

8. Le Liure des Rois, introduction, p' lxxxiv.

9. In his introduction, Mohl gives an account of the editions of episodes of the Shahnameh in

Europe as well as an account of the Lumsden and Macan editions; see pp. lxxix-lxxxiv.

10. p.  lxxxvi .
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.:-.. , 'r':ilrr.,l and nracle the task of a critical editor a tremendously difficult one. Adding
:,, :iri> ciithctrltr rs the sheer bulk of the Shahnameh, as well as the large number of its
t, rpic.. :tattered in libraries and private collections of so many lands. Thus a compre-
hensrve knorr'leclge of even the better copies is an almost impossible task.

The frrst earnest attempts at editing the Shahnameh took place during the first
decade of the nineteenth century in India, where Persian had long been the adminis-
trative language as well as the chief vehicle of literary expression. With the assistance of
Fort \\'illiam College, Mathew Lumsden, Professor of Arabic and Persian, published in
1 81 I in Calcutta the first volume of his intended eight volume edition of the Shahnameh:
The Shah l,Jamu, being a Srie of Heroic Poems on the Anciutt History of Pnsia b the celebrated
,\bool Kausim i Firdrusee of Töos. Lumsden's edition was based on the examination of some
t\\'ent\,'-seven manuscripts and the collaboration of a number of Indian scholars of Per-
sian literature, headed by "Mouluvee Allah Dad and Meerza Muhdee."2 The manu-
scripts, briefly described in a Persian "advertisement,"3 were generally post-1600, except
trlo rvhich were dated 821 s./1408 (if the colophon can be believed)a and 882 s.|1477,
t\\'o others which belonged to the last decade of the sixteenth century, and a number of
undated manuscripts, presumably late. As Jules Mohl pointed out later in the introduc-
tion to his own edition of the Shahnameh, the manuscript which belonged to Sir John
Nlalcolm and had served as the basis of Lumsden's edition, was not a particularly reliable
one, as it contained a large number of interpolated lines and fragments.s

Lumsden did not succeed in continuing beyond the {rrst volume, but Türner Macan,
a British officer conversant with Persian literature, took up the task with the express
purpose of "rescuing the work from the errors accumulated by transcribers during a
period of 800 years and restorfing] it to something of its original purity."6 Also assisted
by a team of scholars, he published in 1829 the first complete edition of the Shahnameh
in Calcutta as "The Shah Namah, An Heroic Poent, car{ully collated with a rrumber of the oldest
and best manusuipts, ilhutrated fu a copiau glossary of obsolete words and obscure idioms: with
an introductim and ltft of the author. . . by Abool Kasim Firdousee, by Türner Macan,
Persian Interpreter to the Commander in Chief and Member of the Asiatic Royal Society
of Calcutta." In his first volume Macan generally followed the Lumsden text up to the
end of the Sohräb episode, except for some minor alterations, the marking of a few
suspect lines with asterisks, and the exclusion of some obviously interpolated lines. The
other volumes were based on an examination of some seventeen complete and four
incomplete manuscripts, the oldest of which were those which belonged to the fifteenth
century.T The expenses of collating the manuscripts and preparing the text were paid

2. Lumsden. op. cit . .  p. t ' .
3. See pp. 37ff. of the "Khätemat al-tab"' for the description of the manuscripts.
4. The doubt concerning the date of 821 rr. is Lumsden's.
5. Le Liare des Rois, Vol. I, Paris, 1838, p. lxxxii; butcf. Macan's introduction, pp. xx-xxi, where

one is given to understand that Lumsden followed chiefly a manuscript lent by Sir H. Darrell, which
in Macan's view was not quite reliable.

6. The Shah l, ' lamah, Calcutta, 1829, pp. xi-xii.
7. Of these, two were the same which were used also by Lumsden (821 and 882 H.) and the

third was dated 899 u.l1493; see Macan's English introduction, pp. xii-xvii; Persian introduction,
pp. 3-5.
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INTRODUCTION

This is the first, in a projected series of six volumes, of a critical edition of the

Shahnameh. It aims at establishing a text which will bring us closer than heretofore

possible to the original of Ferdowsi's celebrated tenth century epic.

Despite the importance of the Shahnameh as both the greatest monument of the

Persian länguage and one of the world's major epics, the many worthy efforts of various

scholars at ästa-blishing an authentic text of the work have not been entirely successful.

The manuscripts of the Shahnameh have presented editors with many severe prob-

lems. To begin with, there are no extant manuscripts dated earlier than two centuries

after Ferdowsi lived; and the existing manuscripts of the Shahnameh are notorious for

their inclusion of many spurious verses and corrupt forms and for their discrepancies.

Even the earliest manusciipts, those of Florence dated 614 s.ll2l7 e.o., and of London

dated 675 s.11276, suffer from additions, deletions and a variety of distortions. Hardly

any work in Persian literature has been subjected to more interference. One main reason

for this has been the Shahnameh's popularity. Numerous copies were made, and at each

turn, negligent or ignorant copyists misread some words and misunderstood others.

They amänäed whatlhey could not read or understand, and remedied deficiencies found

in their copies by supplying words or verses that suited their own knowledge and tastes.

The owneis and readers of the Shahnameh copies, too, often welcomed the opportunity

of "improving" on Ferdowsi by entering their second guesses on the margins or in the

text, and somi of these "improvements" found their way into the poem when the copies

containing them were themselves copied. Sometimes readers who found ideas in the

Shahnamäh contrary to their own beliefs and sentiments, did not abstain from replacing

the lines which they did not cherish with verses more compatible with their own thoughts.

Thus, many Islamic concepts and expressions entered into what was essentially, from a

Muslim viewpoint, an account of pagan Persia. Little wonder then that the few lines that

Ferdowsi has written in the introduction of the Shahnameh about his religious beliefs
"became an arena for Sunni and Shi'ite disputes."r

In Persia and the countries where Persian served as the language of letters, a

favorable pastime among the literati was to write poetry, and Ferdowsi did not fail to

inspire 
-ä.ty 

a poetastei to write lines or pieces in his style; some could not resist the

whim of attributing their products to Ferdowsi and of having them included in the

Shahnameh, given the opportunity.
The Shahnameh wai also not immune to the changes in Persian, which as a living

language evolved, however imperceptibly, with time. These changes left their stamp on

the altärations and emendations made in the manuscripts, with the familiar replacing

the obsolete and the prevalent superseding the archaic'
All these contribüted to the ever increasing divergence of Shahnameh copies from

l. J. Khaleghi-Motlagh, Iran-Nameh III ,  l ,  1984, p.28.
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