Lesson 9
Opinion Paragraphs

Source: Great Paragraphs 2



virfnat 1s an Opinion paragrapn?

An opinion paragraph expresses the writer’s opinion. A good writer
will include not only opinions but also facts to support his or her
opinions. For example, if a writer says, “Smoking should not
allowed anywhere,” the writer must give reasons for this opi
reason could be a fact, such as, “Thirty thousand people
United States and Canada last year because of lung ¢
result of smoking.” This fact supports the writer’s



A Jooa opinion paragrapn

* Gives the writer’s opinion or opinions about a topic.

* Interprets or explains facts.

* s often about a controversial issue.

» Causes the reader to think about an issue seriously, pe
causing the reader to reconsider his or her own opini
ISSue.

» Considers both sides of an argument (although
attention to the writer’s side of the issue.)

Let work through some samples.



Because cell phones and driving are a deadly mix, | am in favor of a ban on cell phone use by
drivers. The most obvious reason for this ban is to save lives. Each year thousands of drivers are
Killed because they are talking on cell phones instead of T
watching the road while they are driving. This first reason
should be enough to support a ban on cell phones when
driving, but I have two other reasons. My second reason Is
that these drivers cause accidents that kill other people.
Sometimes these drivers kill other drivers; sometimes they
Kill passengers or even pedestrians. These drivers certainly
do not have the right to endanger others’ lives! Finally, even
In cases where there are no injuries or deaths, damage to cars ~
from these accidents costs us millions o dollars as well as countless hours of lost
banning cell phones while driving is common sense. In fact, a wider range of ¢
put this ban into effect, including Australia, Brazil, Japan, Russia, and Turke
privilege, not a right. We must all be careful drivers, and talking on a cell
not safe.




SaMpIE 2:

No matter how much my friends try to convince me that | should text them
often, | prefer calling to texting. Yes, some people might say that using a
telephone to make a call is ole-fashioned, but | don not care. Texting |
very common now because It is very convenient and fast. Howeve
to call my friends voices’ and interact with them. Without a dou

prefer mode of instruction.



School uniforms should be mandatory for all students for a number of reasons.
First of all, uniforms make everyone equal. In this way, the “rich” kids are on the
same level as the poor ones. In addition, getting
ready for school can be much faster and easier.
Many kids waste time choosing what to wear to
school, and they and their parents are often
unhappy with their final choices. Most important,
some studies show that school uniforms make
students. Perform better in school. Many people
might say that uniforms take away from personal
freedom, but | believe the benefits are stronger than the drawbac
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Words in a pair or series should have parallel structure. By balancing the items in a pair
or series so that they have the same kind of structure, you will make the sentence clearer
and easler to read. Notice how the parallel sentences that follow read more smoothly

than the nonparallel ones.

Nonparallel (Not Balanced)

Brit spends her free time reading,
listening to music, and she works
In the garden.

After the camping trip | was
exhausted, irritable, and wanted
to eat.

Parallel (Balanced)

Brit spends her free time reading, listening to
music, and working in the garden.

(A balanced series of -/ng words: reading,
listening, working.)

After the camping trip | was exhausted,
irritable, and hungry.

(A balanced series of descriptive words:
exhausted, irritable, hungry.)



Balanced sentences are not a skill you need to worry about when you

are writing first drafts. But when you rewrite, you should try to put
matching words and ideas Iinto matching structures. Such parallelism will
Improve your writing style.
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