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Section One

It’s a Zoo
Out There
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Smell a Rat

(feel that something is wrong)

How come the front door is open? Didn’t you close it be-
fore we went shopping?

I'm sure I did. I can’t understand it.

Frankly, I smell a rat.

Me, t00. I'm convinced that something is definitely
wrong hers.

We’d better call the police. WWW.Eng“ShPrO.Ir

1


www.EnglishPro.ir

». (become run-down)

Have you geen their house lately? It's really gone to the
adogs.

It’s true that it has bacome run-down and in serious
need of repair but I'm sure that it can be fixed up
to look like new.

I guess with a little gcarpentry work and some paint it

could look pretty decent. WWW. EﬂglISh Pro.ir
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(strange and suspicious)

When the security guard saw alight in the store after
closing hours, it seemed to him that there was some-
thing fishy going on. He called the central office and -
explained to his superior that he thought somsething

strange and suspicious was OGGWW' En g“ Sh Pro il‘
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Take the Bull
by the Horns

/’:-—:..—.C;,____S
/
”~
.’ (take decisive action in a difficult

situation)

Julie had always felt that she was miasing cut on a lot of

fun because of her clumesiness on the dance floor. She had -
been putting off taking lessons, but she finally took the

bull by the horns and went to a professional danee studic

for help. She was tired of feeling leit out and acted

decisively to correct the sihmtionWWW. En glISh Pro.ir
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Horse of a
Different
Color

(quite a different matter)

Ericlikes to play jokes on his friends, but he makes sure
that nobody is hurt by any of his pranks. A prank that
hurts someone is a horse of a different color! Being
playtul is one thing, but hurting someone by cne’s

prank is quite a different matter. LT
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Straight
From the ~!
I-Iorse s Mouth

NUMBER I
TWO IN TiE |
SRP RACE E

..& E/@;m ,

(from areliable source) -

How did you find out that Jill was engaged?
I got the information from a very reliable sourxce.
You mean Jill told you so herself?
That's right. I got it straight from the horss’s
mouth! LA N
www.EnglishPro.ir
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Straight
From the
Horse’s Mouth

NUMBER
TWO IN THe
339 RACE.

V@;m

( c..:):

(:l.'rom a reliable source)

How did you find cut that Jill was engaged? N
I got the information from a very reliable source. -
You mean Jill told you so herself?
That's right. I got it straight from the horse’s

mouth!

S~
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Shoot Off
One’s Mouth

(express one’s opinions loudly)

Jim doean’t play tennia very much, but hre's always
shooting off his mouth about how good he is. Yet he's
fooling nobody. Jim is somewhat of a braggart and
everyone knows that he gives opinions without know-
ing all the facts and talks as if he knew everything
about the gams. oI

www.EnglishPro.ir
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Pay Through
the Nose

*,

(pay too high a price)

tr

Atlast Mr. Smith came upon the rare stamp he had been
seeking at an auction. Since many other stamp collec-
tors would also be bidding for it, he realized that he
would have to pay through the nose in order to have it.
After considering the increasing value of the atamp, he
decided that he would not mind paying such a high
price for something so rare.

e , www.EnglishPro.ir
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Pull
Someone’s
Leg

// ~- J\
S
~—— \ 3/,)
(fool someone)

Hey, Al. I was invited to be a judge for the Miss America
Beauty Pageant!

Oh, really? Come on, you're pulling my leg! -

No, honestly. Do you really think that I'm trying to
fool you with a ridiculous story?

Well, you've told me foolish stories before.

Ican assure you that this one is for real. :

10 ' www.EninshPfo.ir
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Stick Out
One’s Neck

(take arisk)

How come they're asking me to act as thelr guide
through the jungle?

Evidently they think you're the only one who can lead
them to the lost temple,

That jungle has danger lurking around every corner.
Why should I stick my neck out for them? They
didn't pay me for my services.

They know that you would be taking a great risk and
could possibly get hurt, but you're the only one
with enough knowledge to take them to thelr desti-
nation, I'm gure you’'ll be amply rewarded.

ey

15 ' www.EnglishPro.ir
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All Thumbs

./ <

(clumsy)

Hey, Bea. Can you help me out? I don't seem to be able to
button up the back of my dreass.

Sure. Let’s see if I can do it for you.

I guess I'm allthumbs because I'm s0 nervous. I'm al-
ready late for my date.

Well, I suppose that being so nervous would make you
clumsy and awkward. But don't worry. I'm sure
your date will walt.

. www.EnglishPro.ir
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- Get Off
Someone’s
Back

2> =
)\" v\
< N )
=

(stop bothering someone)

Hey, John. I'm bored. Come on, let's go out and do
something.

Sorry, I'm right in the middle of studying for a physics
exam. I won'tbe able to make it tonight.

You've been studyling for along time. Why don’t you take
abreak? Come on! Let’s go! Forget studying for a
whilel

Look| Get off my back!I can't go anywhers!

OK.I'll stop bothering you only if you promiae tolet

me know the minute you're finished. S
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Leave Someone
High and Dry

(abandon someone)

Wy

Say, J1l1l. I thought that John was going to help you do

the dishes tonight. Lo

SodidI. Butheleft me high and dry. ‘ T

Where did he go?

Well, he got a call from some of his pals at work to go
bowling, and he left me alone to 4o all this work
without any help at all! . BRI
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(set aside for future use)

We've been working on this sales report for some time
now. Don’t you think we should take a break for some
’ dinner?

Now that you mention it, I am kind of hungry. Let’'s put
the report on iee awhile and grab a bite to eat.

That's fine. I'd be happy to stop working on it and set
’ it aside until we get some food.
Great! Let’s lock up and go.

Wi

dg e ot .
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Shoot the
Breeze

s - .
— -
) __,_:{E:\) 2
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(chat informally)

What are you going to be doing this afternoon?

Onh,Idon’t have anything in particular in mind.

Why don't you come over to my place? We can listen to

some records and shoot the breeze.

That sounds OK to me. I'd like to relax listening to mu-

gic and visit and chat informally until my folks

get back from shopping.  wiw.on o0 e E
5 www.EnglishPro.ir
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(give unwillingly)

Say, Greg. Did you finally get that computer that you
wanted so much?

Not yet. I nesded to raise a couple of hundred dollars
more.

Is it going to take you a while to raise the money?

It would have taken me forever, but dad sald he'd cough
up the money I need since I'm going to be using the
computer for my school work.

Maybe it was difficult for your dad to give you ths
money—but then, he knows that it's for a good
cause. e D ST
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Jump the Gun

A

Denise was planning on telling her grandparents that
the doctor sald she was going to have twins, but when
her dad found out he jumped the gun and told them be-
fore Denise could say a word. He was so exclted that he
became hasty and revealed the news before Denise had
a chance to tell them.
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Section Five

Clothes Make
the Man (and
. Woman) R

{

L . WWW.EninshPro.irJ



www.EnglishPro.ir

www.EnglishPro.ir
! ¢ g IR B Cw e v



www.EnglishPro.ir

www.EnglishPro.ir


www.EnglishPro.ir

Keep Under
One’s Hat

d='=SD
(keep something a secret)

Although the contestants were most anxious to know
who won the prizes in the pianoc competition, the judges
kept the results under their hats. They kept the re-
sults a secret 5o that the formal announcements could
be made in public at the awards ceremony. . .
. www.EnglishPro.ir
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Give Someone
the Slip

(make a getaway)

The police were chasing the thiefthrough the streets of
the city, but he managed to give them the slip. No won-
der. There were sc many pecple around that the thief
managed to escape by getting lost in the crowds.
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(endure in a difficult situation)

We really had a frightening experience when we went
hunting last month.

What happened?

We got lost in the wilderness and had to bite the bullet
until help arrtved.

Did you manage OK?

Barely. We weren’t prepared for the cold weather and we
couldn’t find any shelter. We had to endure ina
veary trying situation. We almost froze by the time

they found us. . .
. www.EnglishPro.ir
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Hot Under
the Collar

(extremely angry)

Did you see how Bill came in to work this morning?

DidIever! Boy, was he hot under the collar! '

What brought that on?

He said that he was extremely angry because he got
stuck in slow-moving traffic and arrived late for an

important business meeting. WWW EninshPro ir
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Section Seven

When Things
Go Well

*
)

| o |
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-~ Bury the “
- Hatchet |

(make peace)

Somebody told me that you and Doug had beenr quarrel-
ing over the construction site of the new building.

That's true, but we worked out the problem and decided
tobury the hatchet.

Glad to hear that. You guys have always worked well
together.

Well, once we came to the conclusion that we both had
the same goal in mind, we put an end to our bitter
feelings and made peace with each other.
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Toot One’s
Own Horn

Michael's lagt novel was a best geller. He has no need t0 ‘

toot his own horn abouti his literary accomplish- ‘

ments. His readers and critics alike will now become .

aware of his talent. He won't have to boast abouthis .

skill and success as a writer. | o i

www.EnglishPro.ir
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| Getthe Ball
~ Rolling
|
|

L gt

(initiate action)

Look! You've been talking about repairing the roof for
weeks now. Don't you think it’s about time to get the
ball rolling?

T know, but I've been busy with other things. I promise
I'll get to0 it this weekend.

The time to start doing it is right now! According to

the weather report it’s supposed t\oNIW\?VtElﬁaﬁgﬁpr o. ir
81
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(persevere)

R

During the depression years the 8miths had a great deal
of trouble with their business, but somehow or other
they were able to hang on. Although they almost lost
their store, they managed to persevere until things got

better. . .
orer www.EnglishPro.ir
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Make Ends
Meet |

It's almost impossible trying to keep up with the high
coat of living.
It’s true. Things are so expensive nowadays that it’s
very difficult to make ends meet.
You know, even with Lucie's salary, our combined in-
come is hardly enongh to pay all the bills. )
www.EnglishPro.ir
an


www.EnglishPro.ir

www.EnglishPro.ir


www.EnglishPro.ir

Pull Strings

-~ (exertinfluence) '~

Bteven had been uneuccessful in getting tickets for the -
opening game of the season. However, he pulled some
atrings with the manager of the team and got excellent
seats. There's no doubt that he got the tickets only by
exerting his influence with a person important
enough to helphim get what he wanted. v
www.EnglishPro.ir
a7

Lo


www.EnglishPro.ir

www.EnglishPro.ir


www.EnglishPro.ir

Go to Bat for
Someone

NG ;
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(help out and support some one‘)

Ie 1t true that Don got Into some trouble at work last
week?

Yeas, he did. He was reproached for not turning in his
sales reports, but his secretary went to bat for
him.

What was she able to do?

Shehelped him out a great deal by admitting that she
had misplaced the reports that he gave her to be

typed. ' _ 3
Bo, it was her fault, not his. R R

Right. T B U R AR TN . .
WWW.-EUQ“ShQO-'F -
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Section Nine

You Don’t Say
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Money Talks

(money can influence people) ‘H

We've been walting for three months to get delivery on
our car, and people who put in their order after us
have already gotten theirs.

Well, money talks Why don't you try glving the dealser a
little something extra t¢ move things along?

I know full well that money has the power to influ- ‘
ence people,but I refuse to pay extra for a service ‘
that 1is owed to me as a client.

If you want to have your car maybe you'd better
reconsider.

www.EninshI;ro.ir ‘ |
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Different
Strokes For
Different Folks

(everyone has different
interests and tastes)

It's hard to understand how Millie and Ron ever got to-
gether Bhe has always gone in for sailing and he
can’t stand to be on water. He enjoys the opera and
she likes jazz.

You know what they say: “Different strokes for 4if-
ferent folks!"

You don’t have to tell ms that everyone has different
interests and tastes. I still can't figure cut what
attracted them to each other in the first placs.

Haven't you heard that opposites attract? . o
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Eyes Are
Bigger Than
' 0nef§ Stomach

(take more food than one can eat)

Chris, why don't you finish eating that third helping of
dessert?

I guess my eyes ware bigger than my stomach when
Isald I wanted mors.

I'm not surprised. The same thing happens to me. Bome-
times, when I'm really hungry, I'll take more food

thanl ibl t. . .
anloanpofaihlyed www.EnglishPro.ir
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All’s Well
That Ends Well

(a successful outcome = "
is worth the effort)

Hi, Benito. How are things going?
Well, everything’'s OK now. Remember that teaching job
) for which I applied?

Yes, I surs do.

Well, I was finally hired, but I had a bit of a rough time
before I got 1t. Between all that paperwork and all
those intsrviews, I'm all worn out. Thank goodness
it's all over.

~ @Great! All's well that ends well. After all that you
went through, I'm happy to hear that things finally
i tarned out satisfactorily for yon.
Yes. I'm ha.ppy, too. It was really worth the effort.

WWW. EngllshPro ir
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