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Avicenna
Avicenna was born c. 980 in Afshana, near Bukhara. His mother, Setareh, was from
Bukhara and his father, Abdullah; was a respected scholar from Balkh. He had his son
very carefully educated at Bukhara. Ibn Sina's intelligence and memory let him overtake
his teachers at the age of fourteen. As he said in his autobiography, there was nothing
that he had not learned when he reached eighteen.
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Ibn Sina was a child prodigy who had memorized the Quran by the age of 10 and a

lot of Persian poetry as well. He began to learn more from a wandering scholar who
gained' a living by curing the sick and teaching the young.
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He turned to medicine at 16, and not only learned medical theory, but also
discovered new methods of treatment. He became a skilled physician at age 18. At the

age of 22 he lost his father. Ibn Sina lived at Rai, near Tehran. Then, after a short stay at
Qazvin he went southwards to Hamadan.
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There, Ibn Sina suffered from a severe colic. His friends told him to slow down and
take life easy. He refused, however, saying that: "l prefer a short life with width to a
narrow one with length". Before death he bestowed his goods on the poor, restored
unjust gains, freed his slaves, and read through the Quran every three days until his

death. He died in June 1037, in his fifty-eighth year, in the month of Ramadan and was
buried in Hamadan.
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Among his works, the two most famous of his books, "Shafa" and "Qanoon" are
widely used and taught all over the world by many scholars and professors. He is also
the most famous of the Islamic Golden age.
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