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/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ
Is writen by Prof.Fazlolla Nikayin

dŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐƵƉƌĞŵĞůĞĂĚĞƌ͕^ĂǇǇĞĚůŝ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŚĂƐƐŝŶĐĞƚŚĞǇĞĂƌϭϵϴϯ;Ăƚ
ƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŚĞǁĂƐƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞƉƵďůŝĐŽĨ/ƌĂŶͿďĞĞŶĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ
ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ŵŽƐƚŽĨƚŚĞƐĞǁĞƌĞƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨDƵƐůŝŵŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ďƵƚĂƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚĂƐƉĞĐƚŽĨƚŚĞƐĞǀŝƐŝƚƐǁĂƐŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ
ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ ĂŶĚ ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ ŚĞƌŽŝĐ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ ĨƌŽŵ
ĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞƐĞƚǁŽƐŵĂůůĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐŝŶŝƌĂŶ͕ǁŚŽĨŽƵŐŚƚďƌĂǀĞůǇĂŶĚƐĞůŇĞƐƐůǇŝŶ
ĚĞĨĞŶƐĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƚŚŽĨ'ŽĚ͘
dŚŝƐďŽŽŬŝƐĂďŽƵƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞƐĞůĂƩĞƌŐƌŽƵƉƐƚŚĂƚƵƐƵĂůůǇƚŽŽŬ
ƉůĂĐĞĂďŽƵƚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŶĞǁǇĞĂƌƐ͘
tĞ ĐĂŶŶŽƚ ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ ƚŚĞ ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ ĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞƐĞ ŝŶƟŵĂƚĞ͕ ĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞ͕ ŬŝŶĚ ĂŶĚ ĞŵŽƟŽŶĂů ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ ŝŶ Ă ĨĞǁ ǁŽƌĚƐ͖ ŽŶĞ ŵƵƐƚ ƌĞĂĚ ƚŚĞŵ Ăůů͘
tĞ ŵĂǇ͕ ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ ƐĂǇ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ ŽŌĞŶ ĮŶĚ͕ ǁŚĞŶ ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞŵ͕ ƚŚĂƚ
ƚĞĂƌƐĮůůƚŚĞŝƌĞǇĞƐ͗ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŶŽƚƚĞĂƌƐŽĨƉŝƚǇďƵƚŽĨŚƵŵĂŶůŽǀĞ͕ĂĚŵŝƌĂƟŽŶ͕
ĞŵƉĂƚŚǇĂŶĚĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ͘dŚĞŽƚŚĞƌŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐĨĞĂƚƵƌĞŽĨƚŚĞƐĞŵĞĞƟŶŐƐŝƐ
ƚŚĂƚŵŽƐƚŽŌĞŶƚŚĞŐƌŝĞĨͲƐƚƌŝĐŬĞŶĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞŝŶƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞŐƌĂĚƵĂůůǇĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ
and the begrieved family members, especially the mothers of the martyrs, are
really consoled and feel a greater pride for their sons who fought and died in
ĂƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐ͕ƌŝŐŚƞƵůĐĂƵƐĞ͘
ŶĚƚŚŝƐƚƌĂŶƐůĂƟŽŶŝŶƚŽŶŐůŝƐŚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůWĞƌƐŝĂŶǁŝůůďĞƐĞŶƚƚŽƌŵĞ-
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ŶŝĂ͕>ĞďĂŶŽŶ͕ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶĚƚŚĞh^ĨŽƌƚŚĞĨƵƌƚŚĞƌŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ;ĂŶĚ
ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐͿǁŚŽǁĞƌĞůŝǀŝŶŐŝŶ/ƌĂŶƐŝŶĐĞĂŶĐŝĞŶƚƟŵĞƐ͘ƐĂŶĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ĂƌŝƵƐƚŚĞ
'ƌĞĂƚͲϱϮϭͲϰϴϲ͘ͲŵĞŶƟŽŶƐƚŚĞŶĂŵĞƐŽĨƚǁŽŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌƐŽĨƚŚŝƐ
ǁŚŽǁĞƌĞĚŝƐƉĂƚĐŚĞĚƚŽĐĞƌƚĂŝŶĂƌĞĂƐƚŽƋƵĞůůƌĞďĞůůŝŽŶƐƚŚĞƌĞ;ĞŚŝƐƚƵŶ͕<ĞƌŵĂŶƐŚĂŚ͕ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚďǇĂƌŝƵƐĐĂƌǀĞĚŽŶĂĐůŝīŝŶĐƵŶĞŝĨŽƌŵƐĐƌŝƉƚŝŶϯůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͗
Old Persian, Elamite and Babylonian.)
tĞƐĂǇŶŽŵŽƌĞĂŶĚĂƐŬƚŚĞƌĞĂĚĞƌƐƚŽŐŽŽǀĞƌƚŚĞŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐĞŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐƚŽŶŽƚĞŽƚŚĞƌƐǁĞĞƚͲďŝƩĞƌďƵƚƐƵďůŝŵĞĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐǁĞĨĂŝůĞĚƚŽĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ͘
Fazlollah Nikayin

Preface

First scene
Jesus Christ chose the name “Peter” for “Simon” from the moment he declared his
faith in God. “Peter” means “rock”. No one, even Simon, understood the reason
for this naming that day. Months passed, and Peter gained a higher degree of spirituality in the presence of his master. One day, in a gathering of all disciples, Jesus
ŚƌŝƐƚƚŽůĚŚŝŵ͗͞ŶĚ/ƐĂǇĂůƐŽƵŶƚŽƚŚĞĞ͕dŚĂƚƚŚŽƵĂƌƚWĞƚĞƌ͕ĂŶĚƵƉŽŶƚŚŝƐƌŽĐŬ/
ǁŝůůďƵŝůĚŵǇĐŚƵƌĐŚ͖ĂŶĚƚŚĞŐĂƚĞƐŽĨŚĞůůƐŚĂůůŶŽƚƉƌĞǀĂŝůĂŐĂŝŶƐƚŝƚ͘ŶĚ/ǁŝůůŐŝǀĞ
unto thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven*”.
The period of the earthly prophethood of Jesus Christ lasted not more than three
years. When he transcended to the other world, Peter carried on his message to
spread the religion of God, despite facing radical enemies. The mundane Jewish
ƌĂďďŝƐŽĨ:ĞƌƵƐĂůĞŵǁĞƌĞŚĂƉƉŝůǇƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇĐƌƵĐŝĮĞĚ:ĞƐƵƐ
Christ brutally in front of his disciples and followers, and that the peril of this new
ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶǁŽƵůĚŶŽŵŽƌĞƚŚƌĞĂƚĞŶƚŚĞŝƌƉƌĞƐƟŐĞĂŶĚƉŽƐŝƟŽŶĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞ͞^ŽŶƐŽĨ
/ƐƌĂĞů͘͟dŚĞƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ƚƵƌŶĞĚŽƵƚƚŽďĞŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ͘
dŚĞ ĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞƐ͕ ǁŚŽ ŚĂĚ ŵĞƚ :ĞƐƵƐ ƚǁŝĐĞ ĂŌĞƌ ŚŝƐ ĂƐĐĞŶƐŝŽŶ͕ ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ
ĂůŝǀĞ͖ ƐŽ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĨĂŝƚŚ ĂŶĚ ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ ĨŽƌ ƉƌŽƉĂŐĂƟŽŶ ŚĂĚ ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶĞĚ ĂŶĚ
this made the rabbis so angry. Peter was standing in the middle of Jerusalem’s
ƚĞŵƉůĞ͕ĨĞĂƌůĞƐƐůǇƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚ:ĞƐƵƐŚƌŝƐƚĂŶĚŚŝƐďĞŝŶŐĂůŝǀĞ͘dŚĞŽĸĐĞƌƐ
*ഩEĞǁdĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚ͕DĂƩŚĞǁ͛ƐŝďůĞͬĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ16, verses 18 and 19

14  Christ in the Night of Glory

ĂƩĂĐŬĞĚƚŚĞƐĞĂƐƐĞŵďůŝĞƐƌĞƉĞĂƚĞĚůǇĂŶĚĞǆƉĞůůĞĚWĞƚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽĨƚŚĞĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞƐĮĞƌĐĞůǇŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞƚĞŵƉůĞ͘zĞƚ͕ĂŌĞƌƐŽŵĞŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕ƐŽŵĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁŽƵůĚ
ŐĂƚŚĞƌ ŝŶ ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ ĐŽƌŶĞƌ ĂŶĚ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞƐ ĚŝĚ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ ĨŽƌ
them. The dignity of Peter, and God’s blessings on him, had bestowed upon him
the power to heal some ill or paralyzed persons. These incidents resulted in the
increase of people’s fondness towards him and the strengthening of their belief
in Jesus Christ.
dŚĞ ƌĂďďŝƐ ŽĨ :ĞƌƵƐĂůĞŵ ĐŽƵůĚ ŶŽƚ ƐƚĂŶĚ ƚŚŝƐ ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͘ dŚĞǇ ƉƵƚ ƚŚĞ ĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞƐ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌďĞůŝĞǀĞƌƐƵŶĚĞƌƐĞǀĞƌĞƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ͘^ĂŝŶƚ^ƚĞƉŚĂŶǁĂƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞ
who was martyred. The rabbis held a show trial for him and sentenced him to
be stoned. This sentence was carried out in a most cruel way. The second marƚǇƌǁĂƐ:ĂĐŽď͕:ŽŚŶ͛Ɛ;zƵŚĂŶŶĂ͛ƐͿďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͘dŚĞŵƉĞƌŽƌŽĨZŽŵĞŚĂĚƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐůǇ
appointed Herod as the governor of Jerusalem. Herod wanted to win the hearts
ŽĨƚŚĞ:ĞǁŝƐŚƌĂďďŝƐĂŶĚƐŽŚĞƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĂƌƌĞƐƟŶŐ͕ƚŽƌƚƵƌŝŶŐĂŶĚƚŽƌŵĞŶƟŶŐƚŚĞ
ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͘,ĞĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚ:ĂĐŽďƚŽƉƵƚĂŶĞŶĚƚŽƉƌŽƉĂŐĂƟŽŶĂďŽƵƚ:ĞƐƵƐŚƌŝƐƚ
ĂŶĚŽƌĚĞƌĞĚŚŝƐŽĸĐĞƌƐƚŽĐƵƚŚŝƐŚĞĂĚŽī͘dŚŝƐŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚϭϭǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌŚƌŝƐƚ͛Ɛ
ascension.
,ĞƌŽĚ͛ƐŶĞǆƚǀŝĐƟŵǁĂƐWĞƚĞƌ͘,ĞĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚWĞƚĞƌĂŶĚĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁŽƵůĚ
ďĞŚĂŶŐĞĚĂĚĂǇĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ:ĞǁŝƐŚĨĞĂƐƚ͘dŚĞŶŝŐŚƚďĞĨŽƌĞ͕ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŚĞůĚ
ƐŽŵĞƐĞĐƌĞƚƉƌĂǇĞƌŵĞĞƟŶŐƐŝŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƉůĂĐĞƐƚŽƐĂǀĞWĞƚĞƌ͘,ĞƌŽĚŽƌĚĞƌĞĚϭϲ
ŐƵĂƌĚƐƚŽǁĂƚĐŚWĞƚĞƌŝŶũĂŝůƵŶƟůŚĂŶŐŝŶŐĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ͘
The feast was over, and they were supposed to hang Peter the following day.
^ŽŵĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĞŶĂŶĚǁŽŵĞŶŐĂƚŚĞƌĞĚĂƚƚŚĞŚŽŵĞŽĨDĂƌŬ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘DĂƌŬ
was one of the disciples. They were praying for Peter’s life when suddenly they
ŚĞĂƌĚŬŶŽĐŬƐŽŶƚŚĞĚŽŽƌ͘dŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĮƌƐƚĂĨƌĂŝĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŝƌƐĞĐƌĞƚŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐŵŝŐŚƚ
ŚĂǀĞ ďĞĞŶ ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ͘ dŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ Ăůů ƐŝůĞŶƚ ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ĚŽŽƌ͘  Őŝƌů ŶĂŵĞĚ
“Roda” walked towards the door and asked: who are you? The one behind the
door said calmly: “Open the door, my daughter”.
Roda froze where she was standing. The voice was familiar to her. Her surprised
face became happy gradually, and she said loudly: Peter! This is Peter himself!
dŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶƐŝĚĞƐĂŝĚ͗ĂƌĞǇŽƵĐƌĂǌǇ͕Őŝƌů͍zĞƚƐŚĞŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚŽŶǁŚĂƚƐŚĞƐĂŝĚ͘dŚĞ
one behind the door was knocking again. Finally, they all stood up and rushed
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to the door. Despite Roda’s insistence, they wondered how it was possible that
the person behind the door would be Peter, as he was in Herod’s jail. One of
ƚŚĞŵ ƐĂŝĚ ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ ŵĂĚĞ ƚŚĞ ŚŽƉĞĨƵů ŚĞĂƌƚƐ ƐĂĚĚĞŶĞĚ͗ ĚĞĮŶŝƚĞůǇ ƚŚĞǇ
have killed Peter and it is his soul coming to us. They had the same illusion, even
ĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǇŽƉĞŶĞĚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌĂŶĚƐĂǁWĞƚĞƌ͛ƐŚĂŶĚƐŽŵĞĨĂĐĞ͘WĞƚĞƌĐĂŵĞŝŶĂŶĚ
described what had happened to him: I was asleep in the jail. My hands were
ƟĞĚďǇƚǁŽĐŚĂŝŶƐƚŽƚŚĞŇŽŽƌ͘dǁŽŐƵĂƌĚƐǁĞƌĞǁĂƚĐŚŝŶŐŵĞ͘^ŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞŵ
ǁĞƌĞďĞŚŝŶĚƚŚĞĐůŽƐĞĚĚŽŽƌŽĨƚŚĞũĂŝů͘^ƵĚĚĞŶůǇ/ĨĞůƚƐŽŵĞďŽĚǇǁĂƐƚĂƉƉŝŶŐ
on my shoulders. I saw two divine angels standing above me. They told me to
stand up. The chains were loosened as I stood up. They told me to go with them.
dŚĞŐƵĂƌĚƐǁĞƌĞĂƐůĞĞƉ͘dŚĞĚŽŽƌƐĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐĂůůǇŽƉĞŶĞĚĂƐǁĞƌĞĂĐŚĞĚƚŚĞŵ͘
EŽǁǁĞǁĞƌĞŽƵƚƐŝĚĞŽĨƚŚĞƉĂůĂĐĞ͘dŚĂƚǁĂƐƚŚĞƟŵĞƚŚĞĂŶŐĞůƐůĞŌŵĞĂŶĚ/
realized that I wasn’t dreaming. They were there to save me*.
The following day, there was great uproar in the jail. The guards swore that Peter
suddenly disappeared, but no one believed them. Eventually, Herod condemned
all of the 16 guards to death. He could no longer remain in Jerusalem, and so he
ůĞŌƚŚĞĐŝƚǇ͘
Gradually, the disciples started to have missionary journeys to spread the message of Christ to all Jewish and non-Jewish people. Most of these journeys
ƚŽŽŬƉůĂĐĞŝŶƚŚĞƌĞŐŝŽŶƐŽĨŶĐŝĞŶƚZŽŵĞĂŶĚƚŚĞǇŚĂĚƚŽďĞĐůĂŶĚĞƐƟŶĞũŽƵƌneys**͘dŚĞZŽŵĂŶƌƵůĞƌƐ͕ŽŶŽŶĞŚĂŶĚ͕ŚĂĚƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐǁŝƚŚ:ĞǁŝƐŚƌĂďďŝƐĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ǁĞĂůƚŚǇ͕ĂƐƚŚĞǇĚŝĚŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇƚŽƐƉƌĞĂĚĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞ:ĞǁƐĂŶĚ͕ŽŶƚŚĞ
other hand, they were worried that believing in this new religion, which was
slipping from the Jews’ hands, may become widespread among the European
ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ĂƐĞǀĞƌǇĚŝǀŝŶĞ͕ũƵƐƟĐĞǁĂŶƟŶŐƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶĐŽƵůĚƐŚĂŬĞƚŚĞĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶŽĨ
their cruel reign.
*ഩEĞǁdĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚ͕ŵĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌƐ͛ƚĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚͬĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ12
**ഩKŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĂƉŽƐƚůĞƐĐĂŵĞƚŽ/ƌĂŶ͖^ĂŝŶƚdĂĚĞŽƵƐŚĂĚƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚĂůŽƚŝŶDĞƐŽƉŽƚĂŵŝĂĂŶĚŶŽƌƚŚǁĂƌĚƐƚŽƌŵĞŶŝĂ
ĨŽƌŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐƚŽƉƌŽƉĂŐĂƚĞ'ŽĚ͛ƐƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕ŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚďǇƐŽŵĞĐƌƵĞůƌƵůĞƌĂŶĚǁĂƐďƵƌŝĞĚ
in a village near Chaldoran in Western Azerbaijan province. In the year 301 (A.C.), the king of Armenia converted to
ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ^ĂŝŶƚdĂĚĞŽƵƐ͛ƐǁĂǇ͘
ĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽĂŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶƌĞůĂƚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞĮŌŚ/ŵĂŵŽĨƚŚĞ^ŚŝŝƚĞ͕/ŵĂŵDŽŚĂŵŵĂĚĂŐŚĞƌ͗ƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞƐŝǆŶŝŐŚƚƐŝŶǁŚŝĐŚƚŚĞƌĞ
ǁĂƐďůŽŽĚƵŶĚĞƌĞǀĞƌǇƐƚŽŶĞƚĂŬĞŶĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŐƌŽƵŶĚ͖ƚŚĞŶŝŐŚƚĂƌŽŶ͕DŽƐĞƐ͛ďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͖ƚŚĞŶŝŐŚƚzƵƐŚĂͲŝďŶͲ
EŽŽŶǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͖ƚŚĞŶŝŐŚƚŚƌŝƐƚĂƐĐĞŶĚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŚĞĂǀĞŶ͖ƚŚĞŶŝŐŚƚ^ŝŵŽŶͲŝďŶͲ,ĂŵŽŽŶ;WĞƚĞƌͿǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͖ĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ŶŝŐŚƚƐ/ŵĂŵůŝĂŶĚ/ŵĂŵ,ŽƐƐĞŝŶǁĞƌĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͘;<ĂŵĞůͲĂǌͲŝĂƌĂƚͬĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ͗{Ô^·YÖ§¹Ô·YZ¼ÆÌ¸Ö¸¾]¾Ìv·Y¶f«Ö¸Ä]µ|fYZ»
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ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĞĂƉŽƐƚŽůŝĐũŽƵƌŶĞǇƐ͕^ĂŝŶƚWĞƚĞƌǁĂƐĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚďǇZŽŵĂŶƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐ͘dŚŝƐ
ƟŵĞ ƚŚĞǇ ƚŽŽŬ Śŝŵ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĐĂƉŝƚĂů ĂŶĚ ƚŽ EĞƌŽ͕ ƚŚĞ ZŽŵĂŶ ĞŵƉĞƌŽƌ͕ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŶĚĞŵŶĞĚŚŝŵƚŽĚĞĂƚŚ͘^ĂŝŶƚWĞƚĞƌǁĂƐĐƌƵĐŝĮĞĚĂŶĚŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶƚŚĞǇĞĂƌϲϰ;͘͘Ϳ͕
ϯϭǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌŚƌŝƐƚ͛ƐĂƐĐĞŶƐŝŽŶ͘
Several centuries passed since Peter’s martyrdom. Melika, the daughter of one

dŚĞƉŝĐƚƵƌĞŽĨ^ĂŝŶƚWĞƚĞƌďĞŝŶŐĐƌƵĐŝĮĞĚ͕ĚƌĂǁŶŝŶƚŚĞǇĞĂƌ1482;Ϳ

of the rulers of Eastern Roman Empire, whose mother was a descendant of Saint
Peter, was taken to Baghdad as a slave during the warfares of Muslims against
ZŽŵĂŶƐ͘/ŵĂŵ,ĂĚŝ;ƉďƵŚͿ͕ƚŚĞƚĞŶƚŚ/ŵĂŵŽĨƚŚĞ^ŚŝŝƚĞ͕ƚŽŽŬƚŚŝƐĚŝŐŶŝĮĞĚůĂĚǇ
to his household and adopted her as a daughter-in-law. Imam Hadi’s son, Imam
,ĂƐƐĂŶ ƐŐĂƌŝ͕ ďĞĐĂŵĞ ƚŚĞ /ŵĂŵ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ^ŚŝŝƚĞ ĂŌĞƌ /ŵĂŵ ,ĂĚŝ͛Ɛ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘
dŚĞƐŽŶŽĨ/ŵĂŵƐŐĂƌŝĂŶĚ>ĂĚǇDĞůŝŬĂ;DĞůŝŬĂǁĂƐƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚƚŽĂƐEĂƌũĞƐĂƚ
the Imam’s home), is the 12th Imam of the Shiite and the last inheritor of the
Messenger of Islam.
This blessed son is called Imam Mahdi (pbuh), the savior of humanity who is
ƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽĂƉƉĞĂƌ͕ďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞ>ĂƐƚĂǇ͕ƚŽĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĚŝǀŝŶĞƌĞŝŐŶĂŶĚũƵƐƚŝĐĞ
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ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͕ĂŶĚƚŽĂďŽůŝƐŚŽƉƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶĂŶĚŐŽĚůĞƐƐŶĞƐƐ͘ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ
to Islamic beliefs, Jesus Christ will accompany Imam Mahdi at this final uprisŝŶŐ͘ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽƐŽŵĞŶĂƌƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕ĂũũĂů;ĂŶƚŝͲŚƌŝƐƚͿ͕ƚŚĞĂƌĐŚͲĞŶĞŵǇŽĨƚŚŝƐ
sacred ultimate battle, shall be killed at the hands of Jesus Christ.
Second Scene
Five years passed since Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had become the leader of
/ƐůĂŵ͘dŚĞƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞƐŽĨƐĂŶĐƟŽŶƐ͕ďƌƵƚĂůŝƚǇ͕ƚŽƌƚƵƌĞ͕ĂŶĚŵƵƌĚĞƌƵƉŽŶƚŚĞƐŵĂůů
and vulnerable society of Muslims was intensifying every day. The order to emiŐƌĂƚĞǁĂƐĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ͘zĞƚ͕ƚŚĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶǁĂƐ͗ǁŚĞƌĞƚŽ͍
WƌŽƉŚĞƚDƵŚĂŵŵĂĚƐĂŝĚ͗zŽƵŵƵƐƚŐŽƚŽƚŚŝŽƉŝĂ͘dŚĞƌĞ͛ƐĂũƵƐƚŬŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞ͘
ĨƚĞƌ ƚŚŝƐ ŽƌĚĞƌ͕ :ĂĨĂƌͲŝďŶͲďŝͲdĂůŝď͕ /ŵĂŵ ůŝ͛Ɛ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ ǁĂƐ ĐŚŽƐĞŶ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ
ůĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ͖ŚĞǁĂƐŶŽƚŝŶĚĂŶŐĞƌĂƐŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌŚĂĚĂƐƉĞĐŝĂůƉŽsition in Mecca.
dŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞŽĨƚŚŝŽƉŝĂǁĞƌĞĨŽůůŽǁĞƌƐŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͘dŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĐĂůůĞĚ͞EĂƐƌĂŶŝ͟
;ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶͿĂƚƚŚĂƚƟŵĞ͘EĂũũĂƐŚŝ͕ƚŚĞŬŝŶŐ͕ǁĂƐĂůƐŽĂŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ͘dŚĞƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƐŽĨ
Christ had taught him to be just, not to be cruel, and to shelter innocent people
who would come to him as refugees.
Muslims, who numbered fewer than a hundred, sailed to the Red Sea coast seĐƌĞƚůǇ͘^ŽŵĞǁĞƌĞƐŝŶŐůĞ͕ĂŶĚƐŽŵĞŚĂĚĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶǇŝŶŐƚŚĞŵ͘ƐƉƌŽƉŚet Muhammad had predicted, Najjashi welcomed them and let them live freely
there and worship God in their own religion.
/ŵŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐǁĞƌĞŝŶŐŽŽĚĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶƐ͘ŵƌͲĂƐǁĞŶƚƚŽƚŚŝŽƉŝĂĂƐƚŚĞƌĞƉresentative of the leader of the Quraish tribe to bring the Muslims back. He
was renowned for his craftiness. So, first he went to the counselors of the
King’s Court and offered them bribes and gifts. Then, he went to Najjashi
and after bowing down flutteringly, presented him with exotic gifts, and
then started slandering the Muslim immigrants: these are stubborn, rebellious young men who have abandoned the religion of their ancestors and
insist on their ignorance. The leaders of Quraish beg you respectfully to
send these subversive elements back to Hijaz *. The bribed counselors sup*ഩ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨ/ƐůĂŵ͛ƐƉƌŽƉŚĞƚ͖ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚďďĂƐ^ĂĨĂǇŝ,ĂĞƌǇ͘&ŝƌƐƚǀŽůƵŵĞ͘
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ported him immediately to convince Najjashi to expel the Muslims.
^ƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐůǇEĂũũĂƐŚŝƐĂŝĚ͗ƚŚĞǇǁŝůůďĞƵŶĚĞƌŵǇƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶƵŶůĞƐƐƚŚĞŝƌŐƵŝůƚŝƐ
ƉƌŽǀĞĚƚŽŵĞ͖ĐĂůůƚŚĞŵƚŽĐŽŵĞŚĞƌĞ͘<ŶŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĞŵĂŶŶĞƌŽĨƚŚĞDƵƐůŝŵƐ͕ŵƌͲ
ĂƐǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽƐŽůǀĞƚŚĞƉƌŽďůĞŵĂƚƚŚŝƐǀĞƌǇĮƌƐƚŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘^ŽŚĞƚŽůĚEĂũũĂƐŚŝ
that those young men are so arrogant that they would not even bow down in the
ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨzŽƵƌDĂũĞƐƚǇ͘
Jafar, together with some other Muslims were brought in and saluted the
King loudly. The courtiers said: why don’t you bow down? Jafar replied: our
prophet taught us not to bow down except before God. He also has said that
in paradise you will be welcomed by salutation. So, we did salute you this
way. Najjashi smiled at hearing this reply and asked Jafar about Islam. Jafar
ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĚĞƐĐƌŝďŝŶŐƚŚĞĐŽŶĚŝƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĂƚ͞ŐĞŽĨŝŐŶŽƌĂŶĐĞ͗͟ŝĚŽůĂƚƌǇ͕ŶĞĐƌŽphagia, cruelty and murder, renouncement of kindred ties, burying infant
girls alive and harassing neighbors. He then added: Our prophet invited us
to worship God, to be just, kind, pious, not to lie, not to take the orphans,
ƉŽƐƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͕ƚŽƉĞƌĨŽƌŵƉƌĂǇĞƌƐĂŶĚƚŽƉĂǇĂŬĂĂƚ͘
EĂũũĂƐŚŝ͕ǁŚŽǁĂƐƋƵŝƚĞ͕ĂƐŬĞĚ͗ĚŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐŝŶǇŽƵƌŵŝŶĚĂďŽƵƚǁŚĂƚ
ǇŽƵƌƉƌŽƉŚĞƚŚĂƐďƌŽƵŐŚƚ͍:ĂĨĂƌ͕ŝŶĂďĞĂƵƟĨƵůĂĐĐĞŶƚ͕ƌĞĐŝƚĞĚƐŽŵĞǀĞƌƐĞƐŽĨ
the Sura Mary about Jesus Christ’s birth and Mary’s innocence and what Jews
ĂĐĐƵƐĞĚŚĞƌŽĨ͘EĂũũĂƐŚŝĂŶĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐĐŚŽůĂƌƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶƚŚĞĐŽƵƌƚǁĞƌĞŵŽƐƚ
impressed. Najjashi, with tears in his eyes, said: undoubtedly the source of what
ŚĂƐďĞĞŶƌĞǀĞĂůĞĚƚŽǇŽƵƌƉƌŽƉŚĞƚĂŶĚŚƌŝƐƚŝƐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞ͘EŽǁŵƌͲĂƐŚĂĚƚŽ
employ his last trick. He cunningly told Najjashi that these people say that Jesus
is not the Son of God. The monks and scholars raised their eyebrows and made
ŶŽŝƐĞƐ ŽĨ ŽďũĞĐƟŽŶ͘ EĂũũĂƐŚŝ ǁĂƐ ŶŽǁ ǁŽƌƌŝĞĚ͘ ,Ğ ůŽŽŬĞĚ Ăƚ :ĂĨĂƌ ĂŶĚ ĂƐŬĞĚ͗
ǁŚĂƚĚŽǇŽƵƐĂǇĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ͍:ĂĨĂƌ͕/ŵĂŵůŝ͛ƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĨĞĂƌůĞƐƐůǇĞǆƉůĂŝŶĞĚƚŚĞ
Islamic belief: Jesus is God’s servant, His messenger, His spirit, and a Word granted to Mary.*
The monks were not satisfied but Najjashi was pleased and said: this is the
ƚƌƵĞ ďĞůŝĞĨ͘ ŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕ EĂũũĂƐŚŝ ĞǆƉĞůůĞĚ ŵƌͲĂƐ ĨƌŽŵ ŚŝƐ ĐŽƵƌƚ ǁŝƚŚ
contempt and went on: I won’t let you touch these young people even if
*ഩ,ŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨ/ƐůĂŵ͛ƐƉƌŽƉŚĞƚ͖ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚďďĂƐ^ĂĨĂǇŝ,ĂĞƌǇ͘&ŝƌƐƚǀŽůƵŵĞ͘
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you offered me a mountain of gold. They will be in my protection as long
as they wish *.
Third Scene
&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ϮϵƚŚŽĨĚĞǇ͕ϭϯϱϳ͖:ĂŶƵĂƌǇϭϵ͕ϭϵϳϵ
/ƚǁĂƐƚŚĞϰϬƚŚĚĂǇĂŌĞƌ͞ĂƐŚƵƌĂ͘͟dŚĂƚĚĂǇǁĂƐǀĞƌǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐ
ǇĞĂƌƐ͘/ƚǁĂƐŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĂǇĞĂƌĂŌĞƌƉĞŽƉůĞŚĞůĚ͞ƌďĂĞĞŶ͟ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐĨŽƌ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘dŚĞŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĨŽƌƚŚĞǀŝĐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶǁĂƐ
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ͗dĂďƌŝǌƌŽƐĞƵƉĨŽƌƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŽĨYŽŵ͖zĂǌĚĂŶĚŚǀĂǌĂŶĚ:ĂŚƌŽŵ
ĨŽƌƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŽĨdĂďƌŝǌ͖ϮϬĐŝƟĞƐĨŽƌzĂǌĚĂŶĚŚǀĂǌĂŶĚ:ĂŚƌŽŵ͖ƚŚĞƐĞĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŽŶĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚƵŶƟůƚŚĞϭϳƚŚŽĨ^ŚĂŚƌŝǀĂƌǁŚĞŶŵĂŶǇƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶǁĞƌĞ
ŵƵƌĚĞƌĞĚ͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŽŶĨŽƌdĞŚƌĂŶ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŝŶ<ĞƌŵĂŶ͕ĞƚĐ͘
&ŝŶĂůůǇƚŚĞƐĞĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐďůŽŽĚǇŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚƐďŽƌĞĨƌƵŝƚ͗ƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚŚĂĚƚŽĞƐĐĂƉĞ͖
ƚŚƌĞĞĚĂǇƐďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞŶĞǆƚ͞ƌďĂĞĞŶ͘͟
dŚĂƚĚĂǇƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚŵŽŽĚŝŶƚŚĞĐŝƚǇ͘ǀĞŶ͞^ĂŝŶƚ^ŝƌŬŝƐŚƵƌĐŚ͟ŽŶ
<ĂƌŝŵŬŚĂŶ ^ƚƌĞĞƚ ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ Ă ŚŝŐŚĞƌ ƐƉŝƌŝƚ͘ ^ŽŵĞ ǁĞƌĞ ďƵƐǇ ǁƌŝƟŶŐ ƉůĂĐĂƌĚƐ ŝŶ
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂŶĚWĞƌƐŝĂŶůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘dŚĞǇƐŚŽǁĞĚƚŚĞŵƚŽƚŚĞŝƌďŝƐŚŽƉƚŽŐĞƚĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů͘ dŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƉůĂĐĂƌĚ ƌĞĂĚ͗ ǁĞ ǁĂŶƚ ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ͕ ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͕ ĂŶĚ ŶĂƟŽŶĂů
ĂŶĚƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌŝĂůŝŶƚĞŐƌŝƚǇĨŽƌ/ƌĂŶ͘ŶŽƚŚĞƌƌĞĂĚ͗dŚĞƌĞŝƐĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚĂůůŝĂŶĐĞŽĨƚŚĞ
/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŶĂƟŽŶĂŐĂŝŶƐƚĂƐƚĂŶĚtĞƐƚ/ŵƉĞƌŝĂůŝƐŵ͘
ůůƚŚŝƐĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵǁĂƐƚŚĞƌĞƐƵůƚŽĨƌĞƐŝƐƟŶŐƐƵƉƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͛ƐĚĞpendency on world powers, and suppression of the people for many years
ǁŚŝĐŚĂīĞĐƚĞĚĂůůƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌDƵƐůŝŵŽƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ͘ŵŽĚĞƐƚ͕ŚŽŶĞƐƚ
clergyman rose against this regime and all its powerful supporters, and beĐĂŵĞƚŚĞůĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͘^ŽŵĞĚĂǇƐďĞĨŽƌĞƌďĂĞĞŶ͕/ŵĂŵŚĂĚƐĞŶƚ
a message to the people from exile in France that encouraged all Iranians to
come out and struggle:
͞/ŶƚŚĞEĂŵĞŽĨ'ŽĚ͕ƚŚĞĞŶĞĮĐĞŶƚ͕ƚŚĞDĞƌĐŝĨƵů
*ഩdŚŝƐ ŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚ ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ ĐŝƌĐůĞ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ DƵƐůŝŵƐ ĂŶĚ ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĞĂƌůǇ ƉĞƌŝŽĚ ŽĨ /ƐůĂŵ͖ ŝƚ
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ ĂŌĞƌ ƚŚĞ ,ŝũƌĂ ĂŶĚ ƐƉƌĞĂĚ /ƐůĂŵ ŝŶ ,ŝũĂǌ͘ /Ŷ ƚŚĞ ,ŽůǇ YƵƌĂŶ͕ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ ƚŽ ĂƐ ƚŚĞ ĨƌŝĞŶĚůŝŶĞƐƐ ĂŶĚ
ŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐĂŶĚDƵƐůŝŵƐŝŶ^ƵƌĂDĂ͛ĞĚĞŚ͕ǀĞƌƐĞ82 as follows:
Ù½Á
4 »½F Z3 5 ]®53 ·}3 ÕZ3 33 ¿ZF¿5YYÂ3 4·Z3«¾Ë5
3 5Ì5J «ºÆÀ5
3 ~F·YYÂ4À»3 M¾Ë5
3 ~F¸5·0Û{F Â3 »F ºÆ4 3]«
3 54 ^°f3 Ë3 Ó3 ºÆF4 ¿3YÁ3 Z0¿Z^Å
3 3Y½F3 |3 5n3f3·Á3 Ú
3 4 Á3 ¾Ì
ŶĚŝŶĚĞĞĚǇŽƵǁŝůůĮŶĚƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞƐĂǇŝŶŐ͞ǁĞĂƌĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͕͟ƚŚĞĐůŽƐĞƐƚƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶďĞŝŶŐĨƌŝĞŶĚƐǁŝƚŚďĞůŝĞǀĞƌƐ͕
because some of them are scholars and religious who don’t become godless.
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/ƚŝƐƚŚĞĚĂǇŽĨƌďĂĞĞŶ͘KƵƌĂǁĂŬĞŶĞĚƉĞŽƉůĞŚĂǀĞƐĞĞŶƐŽŵĂŶǇŐĂŝŶĨƵů
ƌďĂĞĞŶƐ͘ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĞǇĞĂƌƐ͕ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶϱϬǇĞĂƌƐŽĨďƌƵƚĂůŬŝŶŐdom of Pahlavi’s dynasty, we have faced so many disasters and internecine
ďĂƌďĂƌŝƚǇ͖ϱϬǇĞĂƌƐŽĨďŝƚƚĞƌĂŶĚƉĂŝŶĨƵůŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐ͖ŝƚŐŽƚǁŽƌƐĞŝŶƚŚĞůĂƐƚ
two years, which made our brave nation to move against autocracy and
colonialism.
Our martyrs followed the manner and behavior of the Holy Martyrs of Karbala.
dŚĞ ƌĞĐĞŶƚ ƌďĂĞĞŶ ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ ŝƐ ƚŚĞ ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƌďĂĞĞŶ ŽĨ ƚŚŽƐĞ
ďƌĂǀĞŵĞŶ͘dŚĞŝƌƉƵƌĞďůŽŽĚƉƵƚĂŶĞŶĚƚŽzĂǌŝĚ͛ƐĐƌƵĞůƌĞŝŐŶ͘ŶĚŽƵƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ͛
ďůŽŽĚĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚƚŚĞďƌƵƚĂůŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ͘dŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͛ƐƌďĂĞĞŶŝƐĞǆƚƌĂŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇĂŶĚ
ƵŶŝƋƵĞ͖ŝƚŝƐƚŚĞŶĂƟŽŶĂůĂŶĚƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐĚƵƚǇŽĨƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞƚŽǁĂůŬĂŶĚĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƟĐĂůůǇŝŶƚŚŝƐƌďĂĞĞŶ͘
KƵƌŐƌĞĂƚŶĂƟŽŶ͕ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ/ƌĂŶ͕ǁŝůůďƵƌǇƚŚŝƐƌĞŐŝŵĞƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŝƌĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘ dŚĞǇ ǁŝůů ĚĞĐůĂƌĞ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŽƉƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŝůůĞŐĂů ͞ZŽǇĂů ŽƵŶĐŝů͟ ĂŶĚ
their advocacy of the “Islamic Republic” again and again ”.
There were rivers of angry determined people in every street, joining one
another in the streets, struggling to eradicate the Shah’s regime as Imam had
told them.
dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞŐƌŽƵƉƐŽĨĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐŽŶƚŚĞƌďĂĞĞŶǁŚŽƐŚŽƵƚĞĚƐůŽŐĂŶƐ
wherever they went, and the rest of the people welcomed them and accompanied them. There were motivated Christian youth, carrying placards, who
shouted slogans against the Shah’s reign. They carried another interesting
slogan apart from “down with Shah”, it read: Christianity is our religion, our
leader is Khomeini.
ƵƌŝŶŐ /ŵĂŵ͛Ɛ ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ ŝŶ &ƌĂŶĐĞ͕ ũŽƵƌŶĂůŝƐƚƐ͕ ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ ĂŶĚ /ƌĂnians in Europe kept meeting him and listening to his speeches. One day,
ĨŽƵƌ /ƌĂŶŝĂŶ ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ ǁŚŽ ǁĞƌĞ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ ĐĂŵĞ ƚŽ ŚŝƐ ƚĞŵƉŽrary residence in Neauple-Le Chateau village. There were journalists there,
ĞĂĐŚ ĂƐŬŝŶŐ Ă ƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶ͘ dŚĞŶ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ ĂƐŬĞĚ͗ ǁŚĂƚ
ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐƚŽƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝĨǇŽƵƌƌĞǀŽůƵƚŝŽŶƐƵĐĐĞĞĚƐĂŶĚǇŽƵĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚǇŽƵƌ
/ƐůĂŵŝĐƌĞŐŝŵĞ͍dŚĞ/ŵĂŵ͛ƐŬŝŶĚůŽŽŬĂƚƚŚŝƐǇŽƵŶŐ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶͲƌŵĞŶŝĂŶǁĂƐ
the best reply.
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dŚĞŶŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗͞ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐůŝǀŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞ͕ǁŚŽŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶůŝǀŝŶŐŝŶ/ƌĂŶƐŝŶĐĞĂŶĐŝĞŶƚ
ƟŵĞƐŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƌŝŐŚƚƐ͘ŌĞƌƚŚĞƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͛ƐǀŝĐƚŽƌǇ͕ĂůůǁŝůůďĞĨƌĞĞĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞǇǁŝůůďĞƚƌĞĂƚĞĚǁŝƚŚƵƚŵŽƐƚũƵƐƟĐĞ*”.
/ŶEĞĂƵƉůĞͲ>ĞŚĂƚĞĂƵǀŝůůĂŐĞ͕ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂŇŽǁĞƌƐƉƌĂǇĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵ
at Christmas Eve. The Imam had asked what people usually give to each other as
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌǁĂƐ͞ŇŽǁĞƌƐ͘͟
Eventually, after some 15 years, Imam Khomeini returned to Iran on February 1,1979, so that the people would take the final steps to destroy the cruel
regime in the presence of their brave leader. The biggest national welcome in
history was there: Millions of ordinary people were waiting in Tehran streets
to meet and welcome the Imam. There were also some dignitaries and repƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝǀĞƐŽĨĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚŐƌŽƵƉƐǁĂŝƚŝŶŐĂƚDĞŚƌͲďĂĚŝƌƉŽƌƚ͘Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ
ǁĂƐĂƚƚŚĞ͞ǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐŚĞĂĚƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ͖͟ŚĞǁĂƐŝŶĐŚĂƌŐĞŽĨƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐŝƚǇŽŵmittee. Mr. Motahari had asked him to deliver a speech at the welcoming
*ഩ/ŵĂŵ͛Ɛ^ĂŚŝĨĞŚ͕ĮŌŚǀŽůƵŵĞ͘
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ceremony*͘ dŚĞĂŝƌƉůĂŶĞůĂŶĚĞĚ͕ĂůůǁĞƌĞǁĂŝƟŶŐƚŽƐĞĞƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞ
ƐŽŵĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĐůĞƌŐǇŵĞŶǁĞĂƌŝŶŐƐƉĞĐŝĂůŐŽǁŶƐ͕ǁŚŽƐƚŽŽĚŶĞĂƌDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͖
ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƚŚĞƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŝŶ/ƌĂŶǁŚŽǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽĞǆƉƌĞƐƐƚŚĞŝƌ
feelings towards Imam Khomeini.
&ŝŌĞĞŶĚĂǇƐŚĂĚƉĂƐƐĞĚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǀŝĐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵǁĂƐƐƟůů
ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞůĂǀŝ^ĐŚŽŽůŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ͘ŝīĞƌĞŶƚŐƌŽƵƉƐŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂŵĞƚŽŵĞĞƚƚŚĞ
/ŵĂŵĂŶĚĚĞĐůĂƌĞƚŚĞŝƌůŽǇĂůƚǇƚŽƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͘dŚĂƚĚĂǇ͕Dƌ͘ƌĚĂĂŬDĂŶŽƵŬŝĂŶ͕ƚŚĞ
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶďŝƐŚŽƉ͕ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͛ŽƵŶĐŝůŽĨĂůŝƉŚĂƚĞ͕ǁĞƌĞŐƵĞƐƚƐŽĨ
ƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵĨŽƌƐŽŵĞƟŵĞ͘dŚĞ/ŵĂŵƚŽůĚƚŚĞŵ͗͞dŚŝƐŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͕/ŚŽƉĞ͕ǁŝůůďĞŶĞĮƚĂůů
ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶƐ͕ĂŶĚŵŝŶŽƌŝƟĞƐůŝǀŝŶŐŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͘/ŬŶŽǁĂůůƐƚƌĂƚĂƐŽĨƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͕DƵƐůŝŵƐ
ŽƌŶŽŶͲDƵƐůŝŵƐ͕ƐƵīĞƌĞĚĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞŝŐŶŽĨƚŚŝƐ^ŚĂŚĂŶĚŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘ŶĚǁĞĂůůŬŶŽǁ
ƚŚĂƚ/ƐůĂŵŚĂƐĂůǁĂǇƐƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚŵŝŶŽƌŝƟĞƐ͘/ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚƚŚĞŵƚŽŽ͘dŚĞǇĂƌĞƉĂƌƚƐŽĨŽƵƌ
ŶĂƟŽŶ͘/ŚŽƉĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ:ƵƐƚ/ƐůĂŵŝĐƐƚĂƚĞǁŝůůďƌŝŶŐŐŽŽĚĨŽƌƚŚĞŵƚŽŽĂŶĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇůŝǀĞ
ŚĞƌĞŝŶǁĞůĨĂƌĞ͕ĨƌĞĞůǇ͕ĂŶĚƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶŽĨ/ƐůĂŵ**”.
*ഩ/ƚ ǁĂƐ ƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ /ŵĂŵ͛Ɛ ĂƌƌŝǀĂů ǁŽƵůĚ ďĞ ŽŶ &ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ 6ƚŚ ŽĨ ĂŚŵĂŶ͘ dŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ ŽĨ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ǁĞƌĞ ǁĂŝƟŶŐ
ŝŶĞŚĞƐŚƚĂŚƌĂ;dĞŚƌĂŶĐĞŵĞƚĞƌǇͿ͘ǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐǁĂƐƌĞĂĚǇĨŽƌ/ŵĂŵ͛ƐĂƌƌŝǀĂůĂŶĚŚŝƐƐƉĞĞĐŚ͘ƵƚĂŬŚƟĂƌ͕ƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ
ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚƉƌŝŵĞŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ͛ƐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƋƵĠ͕ŽƌĚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͛ƐĂƌŵǇƚŽůĂǇĂƐŝĞŐĞĂƚDĞŚƌͲďĂĚŝƌƉŽƌƚ͘/ŶĞŚĞƐŚƚĂŚƌĂ͕
Dƌ͘ĞŚĞƐŚƟĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚĂƐƉĞĞĐŚĨŽƌƚŚĞĂŶŐƌǇƉĞŽƉůĞ͘dŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁƌŽƚĞĂĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƋƵĠĂŶĚƌĞĂĚŝƚĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘/ŶƚŚŝƐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƋƵĠ͕ƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁĞƌĞĂƐŬĞĚƚŽĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĚĂǇ͘dŚĂƚĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƉĂǀĞĚƚŚĞ
ǁĂǇĨŽƌƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵ͛ƐƌĞƚƵƌŶ͘;dŚĞďŽŽŬ͞EĂŵĞƐĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ͟ďǇ,ŝĚĂǇĂƚͲĂůůĂŚĞŚďŽƵĚŝͿ͘
** Imam’s Sahifeh, sixth volume.
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Fourth Scene
Everything was going well for the so-called “New Global Order” by the big powers,
which were based upon cruelty and suppression, but then something happened
ƚŚĂƚƐƉŽŝůĞĚƚŚĞŝƌĐĂůĐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͘/ŶĂĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŵŽƐƚĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚŽŶĨŽƌĞŝŐŶƉŽǁĞƌƐ͕Ă
ƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĐĂŵĞĂďŽƵƚĐŽŶƚƌĂƌǇƚŽĂůůƉƌĞĚŝĐƟŽŶƐĂŶĚĞƋƵĂƟŽŶƐ͘ƵƌŝŶŐĂŶĂŐĞ
ǁŚĞŶŝƚǁĂƐƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŚĂƚƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶŚĂĚďĞĞŶĨŽƌĞǀĞƌƉƵƚĂƐŝĚĞĨƌŽŵƉŽůŝƟĞƐ͕Ă
ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶŚĂĚƐƵĐĐĞĞĚĞĚƚŽĨŽƌŵĂƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͘&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕ĚƵƌŝŶŐ
the period when all had to connect to a big power to progress and stay powerful,
ĂƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚĂŶĚŝƚƐƐůŽŐĂŶǁĂƐŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĂƐƚĂŶĚƚŚĞ
tĞƐƚ͖ĂƌĞŐŝŵĞǁĂƐĨŽƵŶĚĞĚƚŚĂƚǁĂƐŶŽƚĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚŽŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚƉŽǁĞƌƐ͕ďƵƚ
ŝŶĨĂĐƚƐƚŽŽĚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞŵĂŶĚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĞĚƚŚĞŝƌůĞŐŝƟŵĂĐǇ͘dŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂŶĚŝƚƐ
ƉŽůŝƟĐĂůŽƌĚĞƌƐĞĞŵĞĚƐŽĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐƚŽƚŚĞďŝŐƉŽǁĞƌƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŝŵƉĂůƉĂďůǇĂůůŝĞĚ
to eradicate it. Coups, terrorism and disturbances bore no fruit. They then resortĞĚƚŽŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇĂĐƟŽŶĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚŝƐŶĞǁůǇͲĨŽƵŶĚĞĚƌĞŐŝŵĞ͘dŚĞĂŐĞŶƚĨŽƌƚŚŝƐƉůŽƚ
ǁĂƐĂƚŚĂŶĚ͖^ĂĚĚĂŵ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ͕ĂƌƵƚŚůĞƐƐ͕ƉŽǁĞƌͲƐĞĞŬŝŶŐŵĂŶ͕ǁŚŽŚĂĚƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ
ďĞĐŽŵĞƚŚĞƌƵůĞƌŽĨ/ƌĂƋ͘
dŚĞ ŝŵƉŽƐĞĚ ǁĂƌ ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ /ƌĂŶ ďĞŐĂŶ͘ dŚĞ ĚŽŵĞƐƟĐ ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ ǁĞƌĞ ƵŶƐƚĂďůĞ
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and the army, saved from The Shah’s suppression, was not in good form and so if
ƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚĮŐŚƚĂŶĚƐƚĂŶĚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞŝŶǀĂƐŝŽŶ͕ƚŚĞĞŶĞŵǇĐŽƵůĚƐƵĐceed. The Iranian people however, kept their faith and stood against all powers.

It is natural that when a country is engaged in a long, extensive war, the young
ƉĞŽƉůĞŐŽĂŶĚĮŐŚƚ͘ƵƚǁŚĂƚŵĂŬĞƐƚŚĞŝŵƉŽƐĞĚǁĂƌŽŶ/ƌĂŶĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚŝƐƚŚĞ
ǁĂǇ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞƐĞ ǇŽƵŶŐ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƐĞĞ ƚŚĞ ǁĂƌ͕ ŚŽǁ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ƌĞŇĞĐƚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ
ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞŝƌ ǇŽƵŶŐ͕ ďĞůŽǀĞĚ ŽŶĞƐ ĂŶĚ ŚŽǁ Ă ĨĂŵŝůǇ ǁŚŽ ŚĂƐ ůŽƐƚ ƚŚĞŝƌ
ƐŽŶƐĨĞĞůĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵ͘dŚĞƐĞĂƌĞƚŚĞĐůĞĂƌĞƐƚŵĂŶŝĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞŝƌŽƵƚůŽŽŬ
ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ ƚŚĞ ǁĂƌ͘ ,ĞƌĞ ŝƐ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ Ă ǁĂƌ ĐĂƵƐĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ
arrogant powers and a defensive war on the basis of values and the valour
of the martyrs manifests itself, such was the scene of the war in Iran in the 8
ǇĞĂƌͲǁĂƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŵĂŐŶŝĮĐĞŶƚƐĐĞŶĞŽĨƉĂƟĞŶƚ͕ƌĞƐŝƐƟŶŐĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐǁŚŽŚĂĚůŽƐƚ
their dearest ones.
The picture becomes touchingly more significant when it involves members of the small Christian minorities in the face of the martyrdom of their
youth.
In the course of the war, there were some 48 martyrs, 105 wounded and 35 war prisŽŶĞƌƐĨƌŽŵĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞƐŵĂůůƌŵĞŶŝĂŶʹŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵŝŶŽƌŝƚǇ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽƐŽŵĞϯϬ

Preface  25

ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĞŶ͕ǁŽŵĞŶĂŶĚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŚŽĚŝĞĚĚƵƌŝŶŐĂŝƌͲĂƩĂĐŬƐĂŶĚďŽŵďŝŶŐƐ͘dŚĞ
ƐĂŵĞŬŝŶĚŽĨƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐǁĞƌĞǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞǇĞƚƐŵĂůůĞƌƐƐǇƌŝĂŶͲŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵŝŶŽƌŝƚǇ͖ŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶϯϬŽĨƚŚĞŵǁĞƌĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĚĞĨĞŶĚŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŝŶƚŚĞƵŶũƵƐƚ͕

ƵŶĞƋƵĂůǁĂƌŝŵƉŽƐĞĚŽŶƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŶĂƟŽŶĨŽƌƚŚĞǇĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐĂƐƉĂƌƚŽĨ
ƚŚŝƐŽƉƉƌĞƐƐĞĚŶĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞǁĂƌĂƐĂŶĂƟŽŶĂůƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞǇĚŝĚǁŚŽůĞരͲരŚĞĂƌƚĞĚůǇƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞǁĂƌĞīŽƌƚ͘ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƐĞĞīŽƌƚƐ͕ƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽ
ŵŽƐƚĂĐƟǀĞŝŶƚŚĞǁĂƌ͛ƐƌĞůŝĞĨǁŽƌŬ͖ƚŚĞǇĚŝĚƐĞƚƵƉĂŚĞĂĚƋƵĂƌƚĞƌĨŽƌƚŚŝƐƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ
from the early days of the war under the supervision of their religious authority.
They began this important task by issuing this statement:
KƵƌĚĞĂƌĨĞůůŽǁͲŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͖ĂƐǇŽƵŬŶŽǁŽƵƌďĞůŽǀĞĚ/ƌĂŶŝƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚůǇĂƚ
ǁĂƌ͕ĂǁĂƌƚŚĂƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶŝŵƉŽƐĞĚŽŶƵƐ͘/ŶƚŚĞƐĞƐĞŶƐŝƟǀĞĚĂǇƐĂůů/ƌĂŶŝĂŶ
ĂƌĞƐĞůŇĞƐƐůǇĞŶŐĂŐĞĚŝŶƚŚĞŚŽůǇĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨŽƵƌƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘
tĞƚŽŽ͕ĂƐĂůů/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐ͕ŚĂǀĞƚŚĞĚƵƚǇƚŽƚĂŬĞƉĂƌƚŝŶƚŚĞŚŽůǇĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨ
/ƌĂŶ͛Ɛ ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌŝĂů ƐŽǀĞƌĞŝŐŶƚǇ͕ ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞ ĂůƐŽ ĞǆƚĞŶĚŽƵƌĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞƚŽƚŚĞǁĂƌĞīŽƌƚƐĂƚƚŚŝƐũƵŶĐƚƵƌĞ͘tĞĂƌĞ
ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚŚĂƚŽƵƌƉĞŽƉůĞǁŝůů͕ĂƐŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ͕ĨƵůĮůůƚŚĞŝƌĚƵƚǇŽĨŐƵĂƌĚŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇĂŶĚƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇŽĨ/ƌĂŶĂŶĚƐŚĂůůŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐůǇŐŝǀĞƚŚĞŝƌŚĞůƉĂƚ
ƚŚŝƐĐƌƵĐŝĂůŵŽŵĞŶƚ͘
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ŌĞƌǁĂƌĚƐ͕ƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞǁĞŶƚŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌĐĂƌĂǀĂŶƐŽĨŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůĐŽŵŵŽĚŝƟĞƐǁĞƌĞĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐůǇƐĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚ͘KŶƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌŚĂŶĚ͕
ĂƐŵŽƐƚŽĨƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶͲƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐǁĞƌĞƐŬŝůůĞĚƌĞƉĂŝƌĞƌƐĂŶĚƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚƐŝŶƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂůĮĞůĚƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĐĂƌƌŝĞĚŽƵƚĞīĞĐƟǀĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞĂƚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐĂƐĨĂƌĂƐǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ
ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚŵĂĐŚŝŶĞƌǇǁĞƌĞĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ͘
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The 5th Scene
dŚŝƐǁĂƐĂŵŽƐƚďĞĂƵƟĨƵůƐĐĞŶĞ͗ĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůůĞĂĚĞƌŶĞǆƚƚŽĂDƵƐůŝŵ
ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůůĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŽŶĞǁĂƐƚŚĞĂƌĐŚͲďŝƐŚŽƉŽĨdĞŚƌĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĂŶĚ
the one next to him, the president of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in other words,
,ŝƐ ŵŝŶĞŶĐĞ ƌĚĂĂŬ  DĂŶƵŬŝĂŶ  ĂŶĚ ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ
ǀĞƌǇ ŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇ͘ dŚĞ ƌĐŚďŝƐŚŽƉ ŚĂĚ ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ ǁŝƚŚ Śŝŵ Ă ĐŚĞƋƵĞ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ
ƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͛ƐĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĨŽƌƚŚĞǁĂƌĞīŽƌƚ͘dŚĞƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŚĂĚǁĂƌŵůǇ
shaken hands with him saying: dŽĚĂǇ/ĂŵŵĞĞƟŶŐĂŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůůĞĂĚĞƌ͕
and there is nothing between us but friendship, we both walk the an same path
ĂŶĚƚŽǁĂƌĚƐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞŐŽĂů͘/ŶĞǀĞƌĨŽƌŐĞƚĂƐĐĞŶĞĂƚŽŶĞŽĨǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐŝŶŚǀĂǌ͘/
was speaking to our soldiers in one of the trenches. Then a soldier addressed me
ĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗/ĂŵƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͕/ƌĞĂůůǇĨĞůƚŐŽŽĚƚŚĂƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĮŐŚƟŶŐƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌ ƚŽ ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞŝƌ DƵƐůŝŵ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘ ,Ğ ĨŽƵŐŚƚ ƐŽ ƐĞůŇĞƐƐůǇ ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ
DƵƐůŝŵƐ͖ŚĞŶĞǀĞƌĨĞůƚĂůŽŶĞĂŵŽŶŐƐŽŵĂŶǇDƵƐůŝŵƐ͘dŚĞDƵƐůŝŵƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐĂůƐŽ
never felt that he was an outsider, both fought for the same goal.
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ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŽƐĞĚĂǇƐŽĨŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐƉƌŽǀĞĚŚŽǁƚŚĞǇĨĞůƚĂďŽƵƚ
ƚŚĞŝŵƉŽƐĞĚǁĂƌŽŶƚŚĞŝƌĨĞůůŽǁͲĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŵĞŶ͗ĂƚƚŚĞďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ
year 1982, they decided not to celebrate the new year in respect for thousands
ŽĨĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐǁŚŽƐĞƐŽŶƐŚĂĚďĞĞŶŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞǁĂƌĂƐǀŝĐƟŵƐŽĨ^ĂĚĚĂŵ
,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ͛ƐĐƌŝŵĞƐ͘ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁĂƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƉĞƌƐŽŶǁŚŽǀĂůƵĞĚƚŚŝƐƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚĂĐƟŽŶďǇƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͘
/ŶŚŝƐŵĞƐƐĂŐĞĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶEĞǁzĞĂƌŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗
I congratulate this new year, which commemorates the blessed birth of
DĞƐƐŝĂŚ͕ DĂƌǇ͛Ɛ ƐŽŶ͕ ƚŚĞ ŐƌĂŶĚ ƉƌŽƉŚĞƚ ŽĨ 'ŽĚ͕ ƚŽ Ăůů ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ
country and to the true followers of Jesus Christ and wish the best of hapƉŝŶĞƐƐĂŶĚƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶďǇĂƐŬŝŶŐƚŚĞtŽƌĚĂŶĚ^ƉŝƌŝƚŽĨ'ŽĚƚŽŚĞůƉƚŚĞŵ͘
dŚĞŶĞǁǇĞĂƌďĞŐŝŶƐĂƚĂƟŵĞǁŚĞŶŵŝůůŝŽŶƐŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽƚŚŝƌƐƚĨŽƌũƵƐƟĐĞ͕ƉĞĂĐĞĂŶĚůŽǀĞƚŽƉƌĂǇĨŽƌƚŚĞƌĞĂůŝǌĂƟŽŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚ͛ƐƉƌŽŵŝƐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞ
future ...in our country the blood of many of our people including the
ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐǁĞƌĞƐŚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨŽƵƌůĂŶĚ͙EŽǁƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŚĂǀĞĚĞĐŝĚĞĚŶŽƚƚŽĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞƚŚĞŶĞǁǇĞĂƌŝŶƐǇŵƉĂƚŚǇǁŝƚŚĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐǁŚŽŚĂǀĞůŽƐƚƚŚĞŝƌůŽǀĞĚŽŶĞƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐǁĂƌ͙/͕ŝŶƚŚĞŶĂŵĞŽĨƚŚĞ
/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŶĂƟŽŶ͕ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŵǇĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶĨŽƌƚŚŝƐŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐĂŶĚŝŶƐŝŐŚƚĂŶĚ/
hope that under our Islamic state and the rule of the Quran, the new year
ǁŝůůďĞĂǇĞĂƌŽĨŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐĂŶĚƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ĂŶĚ
/ǁŝƐŚŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐĂŶĚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨŽƌĂůůŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͘
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/ŶƚŚĞĞĂƌůǇŵŽŶƚŚƐŽĨƚŚĞǁĂƌ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚƌ͘ŚĂŵƌĂŶĂƐŬĞĚ
ƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵƚŽĂůůŽǁƚŚĞŵƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚƐ͕ďƵƚƚŚŝƐƉĞƌŝŽĚǁĂƐŶŽƚůŽŶŐĂƐ͕ĂŌĞƌ
ƚŚĞĂƐƐĂƐƐŝŶĂƟŽŶĂƩĞŵƉƚŽŶŚŝƐůŝĨĞ͕ƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵĚŝĚŶŽƚĂůůŽǁŚŝŵƚŽŐŽƚŽƚŚĞ
ǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐŽƌĞǀĞŶǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞƐŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŝŶŐ/ƌĂƋ͘
dŚŝƐƉƌŽŚŝďŝƟŽŶůĂƐƚĞĚƵŶƟůƚŚĞĂĚŽƉƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞĐĞĂƐĞͲĮƌĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƋƵĠ͕ďƵƚ͕ĂƐ
ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂŶŽƚŚĞƌĂƐƐĂƵůƚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ/ƌĂŶďǇĂŵĞƌĐĞŶĂƌǇŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ͕ŚĞĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ
ƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚ͘ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĞǇĞĂƌƐ͕ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ŚĞǁĂƐůĞĂĚŝŶŐƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĞīŽƌƚĂƐĂƚƌƵĞƐŽůĚŝĞƌŽĨƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͖ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐƚĂƌƚĞĚŚŝƐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŽĨǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨƚŚĞ
war martyrs as from the year 1984 and in this very year, he visited a few families
ŽĨƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŽŶƚŚĞŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶEĞǁzĞĂƌ͘
dŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐĂƌĞŵĂŝŶůǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂŶĚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĨƌŽŵĂŵŽŶŐďŽƚŚĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞƉƵďůŝĐŚĂƐ
visited the families of either group on a yearly basis. In these visits the Leader has
ůŝƐƚĞŶĞĚĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇƚŽƚŚĞŝƌĞŵŽƟŽŶĂůƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚŐƌŝĞǀĂŶĐĞƐĂŶĚŚĂƐƐǇŵƉŚĂƐŝǌĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵĂŶĚƉƌĂǇĞĚĨŽƌƚŚĞŵ͘ĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐƚŚĞĞůĚĞƌƐŚĞŚĂƐƚĂůŬĞĚĂďŽƵƚ
ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇĂŶĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŚŝƐƚŽƌǇĂŶĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐŽŶĞƐ͕ŚĞŚĂƐĂƐŬĞĚƚŚĞŵ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŝƌĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕ƚŚĞŝƌĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚ:ŽďƐĂŶĚŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ ƉĞŽƉůĞŚĂǀĞ
ƚƌƵůǇĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚƚŚĞƐĞŝŶƟŵĂƚĞ͕ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘
About this book
tĞŝŶƚŚĞ^ĂŚďĂ/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĂďůĞƐƐĞĚĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƵƌƚŽƐŚĞĚůŝŐŚƚŽŶƚŚĞůĞĂĚer’s presence at the homes of the families of the Iranian martyrs, something
ƚŚĂƚŚĂƐĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚĨŽƌƚŚĞůĂƐƚϮϱǇĞĂƌƐ͘dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŵĂŶǇďĞĂƵƟĨƵůĂŶĚǀĂůƵĂďůĞ
lessons to be enjoyed in the reports of these visits.
tĞŶĂŵĞĚƚŚĞƐĞƐĞƌŝĞƐŽĨďŽŽŬƐ͞^ƵŶƐŚŝŶĞĂƚƚŚĞ>ĂŶĚŝŶŐ^ŝƚĞŽĨŶŐĞůƐ͖͟ƚŚĂƚŝƐ
ŝŶĨĂĐƚŚŽǁƚŚĞůĞĂĚĞƌŶĂŵĞĚƚŚĞƐĞďůĞƐƐĞĚŚŽŵĞƐ͘dŚĞĮƌƐƚďŽŽŬŝŶƚŚĞƐĞƐĞƌŝĞƐ
ǁĂƐƟƚůĞĚ͞,ŽƐƚĨƌŽŵ,ĞĂǀĞŶƐ͘͟dŚĞďŽŽŬŶĂƌƌĂƚĞƐǁŚĂƚǁĞŶƚŽŶŝŶƚŚĞŚŽŵĞƐ
ŽĨĮǀĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŝŶDĂƐŚŚĂĚ͕<ŚŽƌĂƐĂŶƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͘
͞ŚƌŝƐƚŝŶƚŚĞEŝŐŚƚŽĨ'ůŽƌǇ͟ŝƐƚŚĞƟƚůĞŽĨƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚďŽŽŬŝŶƚŚĞƐĞƐĞƌŝĞƐ͘/ƚŝƐ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞĂƚƚŚĞŚŽŵĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŝŶƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶ͕ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐǁŚŝĐŚĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐŵĂŶǇĂƐĞŶƐŝƟǀĞ͕ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐĂŶĚĂƩƌĂĐƟǀĞƉŽŝŶƚ͘
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dŚĞƐĞďŽŽŬƐĐŽƵůĚŽŶůǇďĞƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŚĞůƉĂŶĚĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶŽĨ͞ƚŚĞ
ƐĞĐƟŽŶĨŽƌƉĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͟ĂƚƚŚĞKĸĐĞŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘
dŚŝƐƐĞĐƟŽŶĞǆŝƐƚĞĚǁŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁĂƐƚŚĞƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞƉƵďůŝĐŽĨ/ƌĂŶĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĚĞŵŝƐĞŽĨƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉŽĨǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ
<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŝƚǁĂƐŶĂŵĞĚ͞ƚŚĞŽĸĐĞĨŽƌƉĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͟ŚĞĂĚĞĚďǇ
one of his trusted former pupils, He, together with the faithful, hard-working
ƐƚĂīŝŶƚŚŝƐŽĸĐĞŚĂǀĞƐĞůŇĞƐƐůǇƚƌŝĞĚƚŽďĞĐŽŵĞƚŚĞĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐŽĨǁŚĂƚ/ŵĂŵ
ůŝ ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĞĚ ŝŶ ŚŝƐ ĨĂŵŽƵƐ ůĞƩĞƌ ƚŽ DĂĂůŝŬ ƐŚƚĂƌ͖ K DĂĂůŝŬ ͕ ĨŽƌ ƚŚŽƐĞ
ƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽŶĞĞĚǇŽƵ͕ĚŽĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞƐŽŵĞŽĨǇŽƵƌƟŵĞŽƌŚŽůĚƐƉĞĐŝĂůƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ
to sit with the people so that they could express their complaints and opinions
fearlessly and openly for I myself heard the Holy Prophet saying that the Islamic
ƵŵŵĂǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞĂƉƌŽƉĞƌ͕ŇĂǁůĞƐƐƐŽĐŝĞƚǇŝĨƚŚĞĚŽǁŶͲƚƌŽĚĚĞŶŽƌŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ
ƉĞŽƉůĞĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚǀŽŝĐĞƚŚĞŝƌǁĂŶƚƐĨĞĂƌůĞƐƐůǇ͘;EĂŚũŽůďůĂŐŚĂ͕>ĞƩĞƌϱϯͿ
ůůŽƵƌĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͕ŽďƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚǁŚĂƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚƚĞƐƟĨǇƚŚĂƚĨƌŽŵ
ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵĨŽƌǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐďĞŐĂŶ͕ĂůůĂƩĞŵƉƚƐŝŶƚŚŝƐ
ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĂŶĚƚŚĞĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶŽĨĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ͕ĞǆĐĞƉƚĨŽƌƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ
ŵĂƩĞƌƐ͕ǁĞƌĞĂůůƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚďǇƚŚŝƐŽĸĐĞŝŶƚŚĞďĞƐƚĨŽƌŵƐ͘dŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐŽĨƉŚŽƚŽƐĂŶĚĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚŵĂŶǇŚŽƵƌƐŽĨƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƐĂŶĚĮůŵƐǁĞƌĞĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚĂŶĚ
ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚĂŶĚĐůĂƐƐŝĮĞĚŝŶƚŚĞďĞƐƚƉŽƐƐŝďůĞǁĂǇƐ͘dŚĞƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶĂŶĚĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ
ŽĨƐƵĐŚĂŶŝŵŵĞŶƐĞĂƌĐŚŝǀĞƐǁĞƌĞĐĂƌƌŝĞĚŽƵƚďǇƚŚĞƐƚĂīŽĨƚŚŝƐŽĸĐĞ͕ŶŽƚĂƐ
ŽĸĐŝĂůĚƵƟĞƐ͕ďƵƚĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůůǇĂŶĚƐŝŶĐĞƌĞůǇĨŽƌ'ŽĚ͛ƐƐĂŬĞ͘,ĞƌĞ͕ǁĞŝŶƚŚĞ^ĂŚďĂ
/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ͕ƐŚŽƵůĚĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŽƵƌƚŚĂŶŬƐĂŶĚĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶƚŽ^ĂǇǇĞĚůŝDŽŐŚĂĚĚĂŵ͕
ƚŚĞŚĞĂĚŽĨƚŚĞKĸĐĞĨŽƌWĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͕ĂƐĞĂĐŚƟŵĞǁĞŚĂĚƚŚĞ
chance to meet him, he did enhance our spiritual insight and gave us brilliant
advice to carry out the work in serving Islam and the Islamic community. God
ďůĞƐƐĂůůƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽƐĞƌǀĞ/ƐůĂŵĂŶĚDƵƐůŝŵƐĂŶĚŵĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇďĞƐƚŽǁŚŝƐ
ďůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐŽŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŚŝƐĞǆĐŝƟŶŐŵĞĞƟŶŐƐǁŝƚŚ
the families of martyrs.
/Ŷ Ăůů ƚŚĞ ŚŽƵƐĞƐ ŽĨ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ ǁĞ ĚŝĚ ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ ƚŚĞ ĞīĞĐƚƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ĂŶĚ
ĨĂǀŽƵƌƐĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŵďǇƚŚĞDĂƌƚǇƌƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌĐŚĂƌŝƚĂďůĞŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ͖ŵĂǇ'ŽĚďůĞƐƐƚŚĞŵƚŽĨƵƌƚŚĞƌƚŚĞŝƌŐŽŽĚǁŽƌŬ͘
ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ͕ǁĞŚĂĚĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂ-
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ƟŽŶƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽŽďƚĂŝŶŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ƚŚĞŝƌŽƉŝŶŝŽŶƐ ĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌǁĂǇƐŽĨůŝĨĞƉƌŝŽƌ ƚŽƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ
with the Leader. We are most grateful that almost all of the families welcomed
ƵƐŝŶǀĞƌǇŝŶƟŵĂƚĞĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞĂŶĚĨƌĞĞůǇƚĂůŬĞĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŝƌŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘
^ŽŵĞƚŚƌĞĞǇĞĂƌƐďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚďŽŽŬ͕ǁĞĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚ
someone had bought many copies of our previous books concerning the Leader.
dŚĞŶĂŵĞŽĨƚŚĞƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞƌǁĂƐ,ĂŵůĞƚdŽƵŵĂŶŝĂŶ͕ŽďǀŝŽƵƐůǇĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͘tĞ
contacted him and it was the basis for a good friendship. Mr. Toumanian, 40
years of age, is a grand master of chess. He had already studied all our books
ĂŶĚŚĂĚĞǀĞŶĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚƚŚĞŵĂŵŽŶŐŚŝƐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂŶĚDƵƐůŝŵƉƵƉŝůƐ͘ůůƚŚŝƐ
ƐŚŽǁĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐĂŐƌĞĂƚĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƚŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͘
ůůƚŚŝƐůĞĚƚŽŚŝƐďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐŽƵƌĂĚǀŝƐŽƌŝŶƚŚĞƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚŝƐďŽŽŬĂŶĚŽƵƌ
ŐƵŝĚĞ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ
interviews. He was also kind to write down the story of one of those visits at the
ŚŽŵĞŽĨĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇ͘tĞĚŽŚŽƉĞƚŚĂƚŽƵƌĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉĂŶĚĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ
ǁŝƚŚŚŝŵǁŝůůůĂƐƚĨŽƌĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞ͘
ůƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐĞǀŝƐŝƚƐĂƌĞŝŶƚŚĞĨŽƌŵƐŽĨƐƚŽƌǇͲƚĞůůŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞǇ
are all based on documents, records and recordings. This is important, as some
years ago, a newspaper published an account about one of such visits by the
>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐƚŽƚĂůůǇĂĮŐŵĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞǁƌŝƚĞƌ͛ƐŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶĂďŽƵƚĂŵĂƌƚǇƌ
ǁŚŽƐĞŶĂŵĞǁĂƐŶŽƚŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ͊^Ž͕ŝƚŝƐǁŽƌƚŚŶŽƟŶŐĂŐĂŝŶƚŚĂƚĂůůĂĐĐŽƵŶƚƐ
published in this book are absolutely documented.
KƵƌŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶƐĂƌĞĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚŝŶĂĐŚƌŽŶŽůŽŐŝĐĂůŽƌĚĞƌ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ
ĮƌƐƚŵĂƌƚǇƌŝŶƚŚĞǁĂƌƚŽƚŚĞĞŶĚ͖ƚŚŝƐǁĂǇŝƚǁŝůůďĞŶŽƚĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ;ĂŶĚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶͿŵĂƌƚǇƌƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞǁĂƌ͘dŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ
with the families of the martyrs both during the presidency and leadership of
the Leader.
hŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇŝŶƚŚĞĐĂƐĞŽĨƐŽŵĞǀŝƐŝƚƐƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƚƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ͕ƉŚŽƚŽƐŽƌ
ƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ͖ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞǁĞŚĂĚƚŽďĂƐĞŽƵƌƌĞƉŽƌƚƐŝŶƚŚĞƐĞĐĂƐĞƐŽŶŽƵƌŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ
ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘/ŶĂĨĞǁĐĂƐĞƐǁĞĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚĮŶĚĂŶǇŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶŽƌ
ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘tĞŚŽƉĞƚŚĂƚǁĞǁŝůůďĞŝŶĂƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƚŽŐĞƚŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂďŽƵƚƐƵĐŚĐĂƐĞƐĨŽƌĨƵƚƵƌĞƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ͘
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tĞĂƌĞŝŶĚĞďƚĞĚƚŽŽƵƌĚĞĂƌƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĞůůŽǁͲĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŵĞŶǁŚŽĂĐƚĞĚĂƐůŝĂŝƐŽŶƐ
ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͗Dƌ͘ǀĂŶĞƐ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶ;ƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌŽĨ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌ ǀŝŐĞŶ <ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶͿ͕ Dƌ͘ sĂƌƵǌŚ zĂƐĂŝĂŶ ;ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌͿ͕ DƌƐ͘ ZƵďŝŶĂ
Madadian (wife of the martyr Nourik Mahmoudi), Mr. Razmik Tourusian (marƚǇƌ͛ƐĐŽƵƐŝŶͿ͕ƌ͘sĂƌƵǌŚĂŶĂďƵŵŝĂŶ;ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐƐŽŶͿ͕Dƌ͘sĂƌƚĂŶĂǀŝĚŝĂŶ;ŽĨƚŚĞ
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ<ŚĂůŝĨĂƚĞŽƵŶĐŝůͿ͕Dƌ͘ŶĞƌǀĂEĞƌƐĞƐŝĂŶ;ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŶĞƉŚĞǁͿĂŶĚDŝƐƐ
ƌŝǇĞůĂ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶ;ŶŝĐĞŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶĂŶĚŵĂƌƚǇƌĂǀǀŝĚŝĂŶͿ͘
tĞĂƌĞĞƋƵĂůůǇŝŶĚĞďƚĞĚƚŽŽƵƌƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĨĞůůŽǁͲĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŵĞŶǁŚŽĂĐƚĞĚĂƐůŝĂŝƐŽŶƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͗
Dƌ͘zŽŶĂŶĞƚͲ<ĂůǇĂ;ƚŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞĂƚ/ƐůĂŵŝĐEĂƟŽŶĂůƐƐĞŵďůǇ͕
Mr. Peter Lazar (cousin of martyr Ordushahi). His Reverend Moghaddas-Nia
;ŽĨƚŚĞǀĂŶŐĞůŝĐĂů͕ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶŚƵƌĐŚŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶͿĂŶĚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌ:ŽŚŶͲ
'ĞŽƌŐĞ:ŽŚŶͲĂǀŝĚ͘&ŝŶĂůůǇŽƵƌƐƉĞĐŝĂůƚŚĂŶŬƐŐŽƚŽ͗dŚĞĞĚŝƚŽƌƐŽĨƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ͕ůŝŬ͕ƚŚĞƐƚĂīĂƚƚŚĞŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐĐĞŶƚĞƌŽĨDĂƌƚǇƌƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞŝƌWƵďůŝĐZĞůĂƟŽŶKĸĐĞ͕dŚĞDŝůŝƚĂƌǇKĸĐĞĨŽƌDĂƌƚǇƌƐ/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ;ĞƐƉ͘ŽůŽŶĞůDĂũŝĚ^ŚĞŝŬŚŝĂŶͿ͕ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚϮŽĨdĞŚƌĂŶDƵŶŝĐŝƉĂůŝƚǇ͕ƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌŶĞƚƐŝƚĞ^ĂĂũĞĚ
;Dƌ͘,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ^ĂůĞƐŝͿĂŶĚdŚĞhƌƵŵŝĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶŽĨƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐ;DƌƐ͘ŶŝĂůͿ͘
tĞƚŚĂŶŬ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇƚŽďĞĂďůĞƚŽďƌĞĂƚŚĞŝŶĂŶĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞƉĞƌĨƵŵĞĚďǇƚŚĞ
breaths of martyrs and the scent of the supreme Leader. We hope that God may
ŚĞůƉƵƐƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŽƵƌŚƵŵďůĞĞīŽƌƚƐŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƚŚŽĨŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘
^ĂŚďĂ/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ
ĞĐĞŵďĞƌϮϬϭϰ

Chapter 1
The year 1980

One
The good news of coming back
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The Family of martyr Galust Babumian
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1989ͬ12ͬ28

The Photo of

Martyr Galust Babumian
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĚƵƌŝŶŐŚǀĂǌĞƌŝĂůŽŵďŝŶŐ
Martyred on 1980ͬ10ͬ9

'ĂůƵƐƚƐĂǇƐŐŽŽĚͲďǇĞƚŽŚŝƐĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐĂƚƚŚĞKŝůŽŵƉĂŶǇĂŶĚĐĂƌƌǇŝŶŐĂĮůĞŽĨ
ŽĸĐŝĂůĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚŐŽĞƐŽƵƚŽĨŚŝƐŽĸĐĞ͖ƚŚĞĐŽŵƉĂŶǇďƵŝůĚŝŶŐŝƐĂůŵŽƐƚĚĞƐĞƌƚĞĚĨŽƌŵŽƐƚŽĨƚŚĞŶĂƟǀĞƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŚĂǀĞŇĞĚŽƵƚŽĨĨĞĂƌ͘'ĂůƵƐƚŚĂĚďĞĞŶǁŝƚŚ
the Oil Company for some 30ǇĞĂƌƐĂƚƚŚĞŽŵƉƵƚĞƌĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͘,ĞǁĂƐŵŽƐƚ
ĂĐƟǀĞĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞĚĂǇƐŽĨZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂŶĚǁŽƌŬĞƌƐƐƚƌŝŬĞƐĂŶĚŶŽǁĂƚƚŚŝƐĐƌŝƟĐĂů
ũƵŶĐƚƵƌĞŚŝƐƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞĂŶĚĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞǁĞƌĞĐƌƵĐŝĂůĨŽƌƚŚĞĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞ
ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇĂŶĚƚŚĞĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚŇŽǁŽĨŽŝůĨŽƌƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘,ĞƐƵƌĞůǇŵŝƐƐĞĚŚŝƐŽůĚ
mother, his wife and his son and daughter, Varuzhan and Talin. They had to leave
the city some 20 days earlier. He had sent them to his brother’s house in Tehran
when the war started. The previous evening he had telephoned his mother who
insisted that he should return to Tehran as soon as possible: “My dearest son,
ƚŚĞ/ƌĂƋŝƐǁŝůůĐĂƉƚƵƌĞŚǀĂǌŝŶĂƐŚŽƌƚƟŵĞ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶǇŽƵĐĂŶ͛ƚŝŵĂŐŝŶĞǁŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞǇǁŝůůĚŽƚŽǇŽƵ͘dŚŽƐĞ/ƌĂƋŝĂĂƚŚŝƐƚƐĂƌĞŶŽƚůŝŬĞƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶDƵƐůŝŵƐ͘zĞƐƚĞƌĚĂǇŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌĂŚƌĂ<ŚĂŶƵŵƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁĞƌĞƚŚĞĚĞƐĐĞŶĚĂŶƚƐŽĨ
ƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽŵƵƌĚĞƌĞĚ/ŵĂŵ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶĂŶĚďŽůĨĂǌů͕ŚŝƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͘DǇƐŽŶ͕ǇŽƵĂƌĞ
ŶŽƚĂŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇŵĂŶ͕ƐŽǇŽƵŵƵƐƚĐŽŵĞƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶƐŽŽŶ͘͟KďǀŝŽƵƐŵŽƚŚĞƌůǇƐĞŶƟŵĞŶƚƐ͊ŶĚŚĞŚĂĚƐĂŝĚ͗͞KŬĂǇ/͛ůůĐŽŵĞƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶƐŽŽŶ͘͟/ŶĚĞĞĚŚĞǁĂƐƚĞůůŝŶŐ
the truth as he had been ordered to take some important documents that very
evening by train. But the mother did know that he was going to Tehran for one
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ĚĂǇŽŶůǇĂŶĚŚĂĚƚŽƌĞƚƵƌŶƚŽŚǀĂǌƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĚĂǇĂƐƚŚĞƌĞĮŶĞƌǇŝŶŚǀĂǌ
ǁĂƐƵŶĚĞƌĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚĮƌĞĂŶĚŚĞŚĂĚƚŽďĞƚŚĞƌĞƚŽŚĞůƉ͘,ĞŚĂĚƐŽŵĞŚŽǁĐŽŵforted his mother but how about the children? Varuzhan was about 10 years of
age and Talin was only 6. How sweet she was, as when speaking, he would mix
ƵƉWĞƌƐŝĂŶĂŶĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶǁŽƌĚƐŝŶĂŵŽƐƚƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚ͕ĐŚŝůĚŝƐŚǁĂǇ͘ŌĞƌŚŝƐƉŚŽŶĞ
call, he picked up the children’s photos that were in a frame.

Tears came into his eyes but when he watched the television narrating what
was going on during the 17th day after the war and showing columns of fire
and smoke above the refinery installation, he was upset and angry and beĐĂŵĞŵŽƌĞĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚƚŽĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞŚŝƐǁŽƌŬŝŶŚǀĂǌĂĨƚĞƌƚŚĞŽŶĞͲĚĂǇǀŝƐŝƚ
to Tehran.
dŚĞƚƌĂŝŶƐƚĂƟŽŶǁĂƐĞǆƚƌĂŽƌĚŝŶĂƌŝůǇĐƌŽǁĚĞĚ͗dŚĞǁĂƌͲƐƚƌŝŬĞƐ͕ĨƌŝŐŚƚĞŶĞĚƉĞŽple who were leaving their own city with sacks and bundles on their backs and
ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞƐŽůĚŝĞƌĂŶĚŽĸĐĞƌƐĂŶĚƉĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐŵŝůŝƟĂǁŚŽŚĂĚĂƌƌŝǀĞĚƚŽ
ĮŐŚƚƚŚĞŝŶǀĂĚŝŶŐĞŶĞŵǇĂůůŵŽǀŝŶŐŝŶĂŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƚĂƟŽŶ͘'ĂůŽƵƐƚŚĂĚŶŽƚǇĞƚ
ŐŽƚŽŶƚŚĞƚƌĂŝŶǁŚĞŶŚĞŚĞĂƌĚůŽƵĚƐŝƌĞŶƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞƐĂǁĂŶ/ƌĂƋŝƉůĂŝŶĐŝƌĐůŝŶŐ
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ƚŚĞƐŬǇ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞŶŽĂŶƟͲĂŝƌĐƌĂŌŐƵŶƐŝŶƚŚĞĐŝƚǇĂŶĚƐŽƚŚĞƉůĂŶĞŇĞǁŽǀĞƌ
the people and dropped his bombs.
'ĂůŽƵƐƚŽŶůǇƐĂǁƐŽŵĞďůĂĐŬƐƉŽƚƐĐŽŵŝŶŐĚŽǁŶĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĮŐŚƚĞƌͲƉůĂŶĞ͖ƚŚƌĞĞ
ďŽŵďƐĞǆƉůŽĚĞĚŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨƚŚĞƐƚĂƟŽŶ͘'ĂůŽƵƐƚƌĞĂůŝǌĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚŵŽǀĞ͕
the very last images in his eyes were the picture of his children Varuzhan and
Talin and his wife and his mother.

The people wandered about like locusts, the train which was to take them to
dĞŚƌĂŶǁĂƐŝŶŇĂŵĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞƐƚĂƟŽŶďƵŝůĚŝŶŐǁĂƐŚĂůĨͲĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚ͘
dŚĞĮƌƐƚƉĞƌƐŽŶǁŚŽŶŽƟĐĞĚ'ĂůŽƵƐƚĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚŚŝƐĨĂĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĞƵƉƉĞƌƉĂƌƚƐ
ŽĨŚŝƐďŽĚǇǁĞƌĞĂůůďƵƌŶƚŽƵƚ͘,ĞǁĂƐŚŽƌƌŝĮĞĚ͕ŚĞŚĂĚŶĞǀĞƌƐĞĞŶƐƵĐŚƐŝŐŚƚƐ͕
he did not want to believe that he was murdered. He said: oh, dear Muslim!
We’ll soon take you to hospital, God willing you’ll be all right. My name is QasƐĞŵ͕ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐǇŽƵƌƐ͕ĚŽǇŽƵŚĞĂƌŵĞ͍Ƶƚ'ĂůŽƵƐƚĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚƵƩĞƌĂǁŽƌĚ͘
ůŽŽĚĐŽǀĞƌĞĚŚŝŵĂŶĚƚŚĞƉĂǀĞŵĞŶƚĂďŽƵƚŚŝŵ͘YĂƐƐĞŵƚƌŝĞĚƚŽĮŶĚŽƵƚŚŝƐ
ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇďǇƐĞĂƌĐŚŝŶŐŚŝƐĐůŽƚŚĞƐĂŶĚŚŝƐƉŽĐŬĞƚƐ͘ĞĨŽƌĞĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐŚĞƚŽƌĐŚĞĚ
ĂĐƌŽƐƐĂƌŽƵŶĚŚŝƐŶĞĐŬĂŶĚƚŚĞŝĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶĐĂƌĚŝŶŚŝƐƉŽĐŬĞƚƐ͘͞KŚ͕DǇ'ŽĚ͕

40  Christ in the Night of Glory

ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĂŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ͕Dƌ͘'ĂůŽƵƐƚ͍ŶĚĐƌŝĞĚŽƵƚ͗DĂǇ'ŽĚĚĂŵŶ^ĂĚĚĂŵ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ͊͟
sĂƌƵǌŚĂŶĂŶĚŚŝƐƵŶĐůĞǁĞƌĞǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞĂƌƌŝǀĂůŽĨŚǀĂǌƚƌĂŝŶĂƚƚŚĞdĞŚƌĂŶ
ZĂŝůǁĂǇ^ƚĂƟŽŶ͕ďƵƚŶŽƚƌĂŝŶĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ͘dŚĞǇƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĂƐŬŝŶŐƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ
ĚĞůĂǇ ĂŶĚ ĨŽƵŶĚ ŽƵƚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ŚǀĂǌ ƚƌĂŝŶ ƐƚĂƟŽŶ ŚĂĚ ďĞĞŶ ďŽŵďĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƐŽ ŶŽ
ƚƌĂŝŶǁŽƵůĚĂƌƌŝǀĞĨƌŽŵŚǀĂǌ͘dŚĞ10 year-old Varuzhan could never imagine that
he would never see his father again. Finally they decided to go home and wait
ĨŽƌĂƉŚŽŶĞͲĐĂůůĨƌŽŵ'ĂůŽƵƐƚŚŝŵƐĞůĨ͘ƵƚƚŚĞƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞŶĞǀĞƌƌĂŶŐƟůůŵŝĚŶŝŐŚƚ͘
The children and their mother had fallen asleep. Hasmik suddenly started crying
ĂŶĚƐŚŽƵƟŶŐŝŶŚĞƌƐůĞĞƉ͘^ŚĞŚĂĚĂŶŝŐŚƚŵĂƌĞŽĨĂƉůĂŶĞŇǇŝŶŐůŽǁĂďŽƵƚƚŽŚŝƚ
ŚĞƌ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘ ^ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ƐǁĞĂƟŶŐ ďĂĚůǇ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ĨƌŝŐŚƚĞŶĞĚ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ŚĞůĚ
each other’s hands. The uncle’s wife and the grand-mother brought her some sugared-hot water and tried to comfort her. It was hours into morning when the telephone rang. Hasmik put her hand on her heart and the uncle answered the phone.
ŶĚƚŚĞǇĂůůďĞŐĂŶƚŽĐƌǇĂŶĚǁĂŝů͊,ĂƐŵŝŬǁĂƐƐƚƵŶŶĞĚĂŶĚƐŚĞŬĞƉƚĐĂůůŝŶŐŚĞƌ
ŚƵƐďĂŶĚƵŶƟůƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĚĂǇ͗'ĂůŽƵƐƚ͕'ĂůŽƵƐƚ͕'ĂůŽƵƐƚ͙ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐůǇ'ĂůŽƵƐƚŝŶ
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶDĞĂŶƐ͞ƚŚĞŐŽŽĚŶĞǁƐŽĨĐŽŵŝŶŐďĂĐŬ͟ďƵƚŚĞĚŝĚŶŽƚƌĞƚƵƌŶ͘
Later she said: “From then onwards I had to be both a mother and a father to my
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŵŽƟǀĂƟŽŶŽĨĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛ƐĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶŐĂǀĞŵĞƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ͘'ĂůŽƵƐƚ͛Ɛ
mother and brothers helped me tremendously and supported the children”.
Galoust’s mother, since that fatal year, had always spent Christmas at his tomb
for some 9 years, but she passed away a few weeks ago before the 10th year of
her son’s martyrdom and was let to rest next to her son.
The year 1989 began almost 7ŵŽŶƚŚƐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĚĞŵŝƐĞŽĨ/ŵĂŵ<ŚŽŵĞŝŶŝĂŶĚ
ƐƟůů Ă ƐĂĚ ĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞ ƌƵůĞĚ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ /ƌĂŶ͕ dŚĞ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ ƐĂǇ͗ ĞǀĞŶ ǁĞ ĂƐ
ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐĐĂŶŶŽƚďĞůŝĞǀĞdŚĞ/ŵĂŵ͛ƐĚĞƉĂƌƚƵƌĞ͖tĞĂƌĞĂůůŚĞĂƌƚͲďƌŽŬĞŶďǇƐĞĞŝŶŐƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĐŽŵďĂƚĂŶƚƐǁŚŽŚĂǀĞũƵƐƚĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬĨƌŽŵƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐ͖ĂŶǇway, we don’t celebrate Christmas this year too, because of Galoust’s mother.
The visit
/ƚǁĂƐdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇǁŚĞŶǁĞǁĞƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚƚŚĂƚƐŽŵĞŚŝŐŚŽĸĐŝĂůǁŽƵůĚǀŝƐŝƚƵƐ
if we happen to be home in the evening. I informed Galoust’s brother and my
ƐŝƐƚĞƌ͛ƐŚƵƐďĂŶĚĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚƚŽĐŽŵĞƚŽŵǇƉůĂĐĞŝŶƚŚĞĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ͘sĂƌƵǌŚĂŶĂŶĚ
Talin were not happy at the news as they were very busy with their exams. Var-
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ƵǌŚĂŶŝƐƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞĂŶĚdĂůŝŶŚĂƐŚŝŐŚͲƐĐŚŽŽůĞǆĂŵŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘dŚĞǇďŽƚŚ
ƐƚƵĚǇǁĞůůĂƐƚŚĞǇŬŶŽǁŚŽǁŵƵĐŚŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ/ĂƩĂĐŚƚŽƚŚĞŝƌĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘tŚĞŶ
Varuzhan succeeded in his medical studies and became a medical student, I felt
ƚŚĂƚĂůůŵǇĞīŽƌƚƐŝŶƚŚĞĂďƐĞŶĐĞŽĨ'ĂůŽƵƐƚŚĂĚďŽƌŶĨƌƵŝƚ͘/ǁĂƐƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůůǇĞůĞvated and congratulated him. He is also very proud of his success and says that
ŝŶƚŚĞƉƌŽĐĞƐƐŽĨŚŝƐĂĐĐĞƉƚĂŶĐĞ͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŶŽĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞƐŽŶƐ
ŽĨDƵƐůŝŵŽƌƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘dĂůŝŶǁĞŶƚƚŽĂĨƌŝĞŶĚ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞƚŽƐƚƵĚǇƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ
and Varuzhan went to his college as he has to pass a microbiology exam.
tĞĂƌĞŝŵƉĂƟĞŶƚůǇǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌŽƵƌŐƵĞƐƚ͘tĞŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŚĂĚǀŝƐŝƚĞĚƐŽŵĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚŽŵĞƐŝŶƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐǇĞĂƌƐ͘tĞŐƵĞƐƐĞĚƚŚĂƚŽƵƌ
guest this evening may also be the President. But we found out our guest was
ƚŚĞƐĂŵĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚǁŚŽĂůƐŽŚĂĚŶŽǁďĞĐŽŵĞƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵ͛ƐĚĞmise. I was now very upset for the absence of the children, for if they know this,
they would have certainly stayed at home to meet him.
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂƌƌŝǀĞƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͚salaam’ to all of us and then he, together
with Galoust’s brother and my brother-in-law and some of his companions sit
down in our guest-room.
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Name of us is able to say anything and the Leader, sensing this, starts speaking
and asks: Is this gentleman the father of your martyr?
ŶĚŚĞƉŽŝŶƚƐĂƚ'ĂůŽƵƐƚ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽƐŽŶƚŚĞǁĂůů͘ƐŵŽƐƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐǁĞƌĞǇŽƵŶŐ
soldiers, The Leader thinks that this older man must be the father of the martyr.
I say calmly: No, this is the photo of martyr himself.
I see͕ƐĂǇƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͖he is the martyr.
zĞƐ͕/ƐĂǇ͘
ـƌĞǇŽƵƚŚĞǁŝĨĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͍
ـzĞƐ͘
/ƚǁĂƐƐŽĚŝĸĐƵůƚĨŽƌŵĞƚŽƐƉĞĂŬ͘/ŚĂĚŶĞǀĞƌƐƉŽŬĞŶƚŽĂŶŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇDƵƐůŝŵĐůĞƌŝĐďƵƚŶŽǁƚŚĞŚŝŐŚĞƐƚƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇŝƐƐŝƫŶŐŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨŵĞ͘/ǁĂƐƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ
and I intended to go to the kitchen to bring some tea. But the Leader does not
allow this and says: please sit down here.
I say “thank you” and sit down on the couch on the right side of the Leader. I
have strange mixed feelings: of happiness, of shame and of pride. I wish Galoust
would witness this scene, oh, I am sure he sees us.
 ـHow are you, lady?
 ـFine, thank you.
 ـWhere was Mr. Galoust martyred?
ـŚǀĂǌ
 ـWhen was he martyred?
 ـ17ƚŚŽĨƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚŽĨDĞŚƌ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ƚŚƌĞĞǁĞĞŬƐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǁĂƌďĞŐĂŶ͘
 ـWas he employee there?
ـzĞƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐ͘
I loved to talk about Galoust’s character and morals but I can’t, oh, if my heart
ǁĂƐŶŽƚďĞĂƟŶŐƐŽĨĂƐƚ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉŽĨƚŚĞƚǁŽƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ͕ƐŝƫŶŐŶĞǆƚŚŝŵ͕
to the martyr.
We answer that one is the martyr’s brother and the other is his brother-in-law.
Then the Leader says: DĂǇ'ŽĚďůĞƐƐǇŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌĂŶĚŵĂŬĞƚŚŝƐEĞǁzĞĂƌĂŶĚ
the birth-anniversary of Jesus Christ most pleasing to all your family.
We all thank him.
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The Leader then says: ƉůĞĂƐĞƚĞůůŵĞĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͛ƐŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ͘
,ĞǁĂƐĂŶĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞŽĨƚŚĞKŝůŽŵƉĂŶǇŝŶŚǀĂǌĂŶĚŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƚŚĞƌĞ͘
,ĞƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶŽĨ'ĂůŽƵƐƚ͛ƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌͲŝŶͲůĂǁ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƚƵƌŶƐƚŽŵĞĂŶĚĞŶƋƵŝƌĞƐǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ/ŽǁŶŵǇŽǁŶŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚĂůƐŽĂďŽƵƚ
the children. The Leader is most pleased that they both are students and that
ƚŚĞǇĨŽůůŽǁƚŚĞŝƌĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƟĐĂůůǇ͘&ƌŽŵƚŚĞĐŽƌŶĞƌŽĨŵǇĞǇĞƐ͕/ůŽŽŬ
at Galoust’s photo and smile.
ـzŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ĂƌĞƚŚĞǇƐŽŶƐŽƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ͍
 ـOne son and one daughter.
ـƌĞŶ͛ƚƚŚĞǇĂƌŽƵŶĚ͍
ـEŽ͕ǁĞǁĞƌĞŶ͛ƚƚŽůĚƚŚĂƚǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚŚŽŶŽƵƌƵƐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌǀŝƐŝƚ͖ƚŚĞǇǁŽƵůĚ
ŚĂǀĞĚĞĮŶŝƚĞůǇƐƚĂǇĞĚĂƚŚŽŵĞ͘
ـzŽƵ͛ƌĞƌŝŐŚƚ,ŝƚŝƐƚŚĞƌƵůĞŶŽƚƚŽŐŝǀĞĞǆĂĐƚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘
I smile and think to myself that if we were informed as to who our guest is, then
Ăůů ŽĨ ŽƵƌ ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐ ǁŽƵůĚ ŚĂǀĞ ĐŽŵĞ ƚŽ ŽƵƌ ŚŽƵƐĞ͊ /
further explain that both my children are at present very busy with taking exams.
 ـWhat does your son study?
 ـMedicine.
 ـI hope that he will succeed to become a good doctor, and your daughter?
 ـShe is at high school.
The Leader looks around the rooms and says: Here I don’t see anything showing
ƚŚĂƚŝƚŝƐǇŽƵƌEĞǁzĞĂƌ͘
Galoust’s brother explains: Our mother has recently passed away.
ـ/ƐĞĞ͘DǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͕ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŚŝƐďŽƵŶĚůĞƐƐŵĞƌĐǇ͕ďůĞƐƐĂůůƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽ
are gone and may God reward you and your family.
I then go to the kitchen to pour some tea and I hear that the Leader is talking
ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ EĞǁ zĞĂƌ͕ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ ŽƵƌ
ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐĂŶĚŽƵƌƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐŝŶƚŚĞWĂƌůŝĂŵĞŶƚ͘
It is obvious that the Leader tries to create a warm, friendly atmosphere because
ŚĞĨĞůƚƚŚĂƚŝƚǁĂƐŶŽƚĞĂƐǇĨŽƌƵƐƚŽƐĂǇƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘/ŶŽƟĐĞƚŚĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞĂďŽƵƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂŶĚĂďŽƵƚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇŝƐĨĂƌĚĞĞƉĞƌ
than many of us!
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I come out of the kitchen carrying the tray of tea-cups but one of Leader’s companions takes it from my hands and serves all in the room. I bring another photo
of Galoust and give it to Mr. Khamenei. In this photo Galoust is very well-dressed
and smiling.
I say: This is another photo of our martyr.
 ـI see, what is his full name?
 ـGaloust Boboumian.
 ـWhat age was he?
 ـForty-eight. He started his job with the Oil Company at the age of 18.
Therefore he had worked there for some 30 years.
ŌĞƌ/ƵƩĞƌƚŚĞƐĞǁŽƌĚƐ͕/ĨĞĞůĂƐŝĨ/ǁĂƐĐŚŽŬĞĚ͕/ĚŽŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚŵǇǁĞĞƉŝŶŐƚŽďĞ
seen. So, I go into the kitchen pretending I was going to bring something to serve
my guests. Therein I allow my eyes to be wet with tears.
KŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐƐŝĚĞ͕ƚŚĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶďŝƐŚŽƉĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐďĞƚǁĞĞŶƚŚĞĐĞƌĞŵŽŶŝĞƐŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂŶĚƚŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͘
/ĂŵǁĂŝƟŶŐƚŽĐĂůŵĚŽǁŶďƵƚďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗Well, tell this lady to
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come and sit with us for a while, we must be shortly leaving, but this lady constantly goes into the kitchen! Tell her we’re about to leave.
Quickly I gather myself together. I go back. The Leader has drunk the tea together with a piece of cake, I say I went to bring them some fruits but he asks me to
please sit down and adds: We don’t want to be served. The purpose of our visit
was to sit down with you for a few moments to relieve you of the grief caused by
ǇŽƵƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͛ƐƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƚŽŐŝǀĞƵƉŚŝƐůŝĨĞĨŽƌƚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͛ƐŝĚĞĂůƐ͘/ƐŚŽƵůĚƚƌƵůǇ
ĞǆƚĞŶĚŵǇĐŽŶĚŽůĞŶĐĞƐƚŽǇŽƵ͘KƵƌǀŝƐŝƚƐŚŽƵůĚƐĞƌǀĞƚŚŝƐƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘zŽƵƐŚŽƵůĚ
not be troubled to serve us.
I, together with Galoust’s brother and my brother-in law are all most impressed
by Khamenei’s simplicity and humility.
The Leader and people present in the room were talking about the churches
throughout Iran. Mr. Khamenei tells us about his visit of our church in Jolfa, Isfahan. He says: /ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚƵƌĐŚŝŶ:ŽůĨĂ͘/ƚǁĂƐŝŶƚŚĞǇĞĂƌ1958 when
I travelled to Isfahan from Qum. I visited two churches there .One of the two
ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐǁĂƐŚƵŐĞĂŶĚǀĞƌǇďĞĂƵƟĨƵů͖ŝƚƐŐŽŶŐǁĂƐůŽĐĂƚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞŵŝĚĚůĞŽĨƚŚĞ
yard. In the smaller church a burial ceremony was being held. Two other theological students also accompanied me. Before entering the church, we asked a
church servant whether we were allowed to go in and he said “no problem!” Of
ĐŽƵƌƐĞƉĞŽƉůĞƚŚĞƌĞĐŽƵůĚƚĞůůƚŚĂƚǁĞ͕ǁĞĂƌŝŶŐƚƵƌďĂŶƐ͕ǁĞƌĞŶŽƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͊
dŚĞǇƚƌĞĂƚĞĚƵƐŝŶĂŵŽƐƚĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇǁĂǇ͘tĞƐƚĂǇĞĚƚŚĞƌĞƟůůƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨƚŚĞĐĞƌĞmony. There are many churches in this city.
Galoust’s brother explains: The exact number of churches there is 12 and the big
ŽŶĞǇŽƵŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚŝƐƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĂůŚƵƌĐŚ͘
Finally the Leader says: tĞůů͕ůĂĚǇ͕ŵĂǇ'ŽĚŐŝǀĞǇŽƵŵŽƌĞƉĂƟĞŶĐĞĂŶĚƌĞǁĂƌĚ
ĂŶĚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŝŶǇŽƵƌůŝĨĞƐŽƚŚĂƚǇŽƵǁŝůůďĞŝŶƚŚĞƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƚŽďƌŝŶŐƵƉǇŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ĂŶĚ ƚƵƌŶ ƚŚĞŵ ŝŶƚŽ ǀĂůƵĂďůĞ͕ ĞĸĐŝĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ ƐŬŝůůĨƵů ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ͘ / ŚŽƉĞ ƚŚĞƐĞ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĐŽƵůĚďĞĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐŽĨƐĞƌǀŝŶŐŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚŵĂǇ͕ŝŶƐŚŽǁŝŶŐĂīĞĐƟŽŶ
and love towards you, take the place of their father, God bless you all. These
ǁŽƌĚƐĂŶĚƉƌĂǇĞƌďǇƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝŵƉƌĞƐƐĞƐŵĞĂŶĚ/ƐĂǇ͞ŵĞŶ͟ŝŶŵǇŚĞĂƌƚ͘
The Leader then rises from his chair and says good-bye to all of us. His behaviour
ĂŶĚŵĂŶŶĞƌƐǁĞƌĞƐŽƐŝŵƉůĞĂŶĚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞƚŚĂƚŶŽǁ/ǁĂƐŶŽŵŽƌĞĂŶǆŝŽƵƐĂŶĚ
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my heart had calmed. Now I wished that this visit could have gone on for hours. I
wished I could tell him more about Galoust’s character and Varuzhan’s similarity
ƚŽŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŶŽŵŽƌĞƟŵĞĂƐŚĞǁĂƐůĞĂǀŝŶŐǁŚĞŶƐƵĐŚƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ
ǁĞŶƚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŵǇŚĞĂĚ͘ƚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌ/ƚŚĂŶŬŚŝŵŵĂŶǇŵŽƌĞƟŵĞƐ͘/ǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽ
go out of the house following him but the Leader’s companions tell me not to,
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇĚŽŶŽƚǁĂŶƚƚŽĂƩƌĂĐƚĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͘ŌĞƌƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐĚĞƉĂƌƚƵƌĞ͕ǁĞ
were all silent for a while as we could not believe that, a few minutes ago, the
ŚŝŐŚĞƐƚƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇǁĂƐĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐĂŶĚĐŽŶǀĞƌƐŝŶŐŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇŝŶŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘
I take out a small photo of Galoust from my purse and gaze at it for a few minutes. Now I’m only wandering what to say to my children when they came home.

Varuzhan comes home about 11 p.m. I tell him: How are you, doc.
ـŽǇŽƵŬŶŽǁǁŚĂƚǇŽƵŵŝƐƐĞĚƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͍
 ـWhat’s happened, mum?
ـŝĚŶ͛ƚ/ƚĞůůǇŽƵǁĞĂƌĞƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐĂŐƵĞƐƚƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘
ـtĞůů͕ǁŚĂƚĐŽƵůĚ/ĚŽǁŚĞŶǁĞŚĂǀĞĚŝĸĐƵůƚĞǆĂŵƐ͘ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ǁŚŽǁĞƌĞ
the guests?
ـzŽƵǁŽŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁĂƐŚĞƌĞŝŶƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘/ǁĂƐŚĞĂƌƚͲďƌŽken you were not present. I don’t think you’ll ever meet him so close.
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,ĞůŽŽŬƐĂƚŵĞŝŶǁŽŶĚĞƌ͘/ƚŚŝŶŬǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌŚĞŚĂĚƐƚƵĚŝĞĚŇĞǁŽƵƚŽĨŚŝƐŵŝŶĚ͘
But he comes to me and embraces me.
***

ƌsĂƌƵǌŚĂŶĂďƵŵŝĂŶ͕^ŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ ـOctober, 2014

Two
DĞĞƟŶŐ
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The Family of MartyrzĞƌŵŝzĂŐŽƵď
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗2002ͬ12ͬ8

The Photo of

Martyr Yermi Yagoub
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĚƵƌŝŶŐŚǀĂǌĞƌŝĂůŽŵďŝŶŐ
Martyred on 1980ͬ10ͬ9

͞KŚ͕ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ŵǇĚĞĂƌŬŝŶĚ͕ƐĞůŇĞƐƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞƚĞůůƐŵĞŚŽǁĂ
wonderfull, good person you were.
Why don’t you come back to me, when I have become paralyzed in your abƐĞŶĐĞ͍ŽŶ͛ƚǇŽƵǁĂŶƚƚŽŬŶŽǁŚŽǁ/Ăŵ͕ŚŽǁ/ŵŝƐƐǇŽƵ͘KŚĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ĐĂŶǇŽƵ
ŚĞĂƌŵĞĂƚĂůů͍WĞƌŚĂƉƐǇŽƵ͛ƌĞũƵƐƚƐŝƫŶŐŵŽƟŽŶůĞƐƐŝŶƚŚĂƚƉŚŽƚŽͲĨƌĂŵĞĂŶĚ
watch tear-drops falling down from your daughter’s eyes?
zŽƵƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŚĂĚũƵƐƚĮŶŝƐŚĞĚŚĞƌƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇƐƚƵĚŝĞƐŝŶƚŚĞĮĞůĚŽĨĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐƚƵƌĞ
and had just passed the age of twenty when this evil accident happened to her.
ůůůŝŵďƐŝŶƚŚĞƌŝŐŚƚƐŝĚĞŽĨŵǇďŽĚǇĂƌĞŶƵŵď͘/ĨĂŶĞĞĚůĞŝƐƉŝĞƌĐĞĚŝŶƚŽƚŚĞƐĞ
areas, I won’t feel it. I never know how this happened, no, even the best specialists do not know.
Only Raam-ll, my elder brother, who had telephoned mother from aboard, had
said: “It’s because of her constant thinking and grief about our martyred father,
that is the root-cause of her illness.” Some doctors are of the opinion that such
ĂŶŝůůŶĞƐƐĐŽƵůĚŽŶůǇďĞƚŚĞĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞŽĨŝŶƚĞŶƐĞƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝĐĂůƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐĂŶĚ
chronic nervousness. Well, if all this be true, how can I stop thinking about my
ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͍dŚŝŶŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚĂĨĂƚŚĞƌǁŚŽƐĞŶĂŵĞ͕ĂŌĞƌ21ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ŝƐƐƟůůŽŶƚŚĞůŝƉƐŽĨ
ĂůůƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐŽĨ/ƌĂŶĂƐĂŐƌĞĂƚ͕ƐĞůŇĞƐƐŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘ůŵŽƐƚĂůůŽĨŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŬŶŽǁ
about my peculiar illness and many come to meet me but I am not in the mood
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to talk to them. There’s only one person whom I’d like to meet, I just want him
to come back alive, to talk to me, to ask about my health, to tell me about our
common memories and to comfort me. But my mother says: it is impossible, so
don’t talk about it anymore!
/ĂŵƐŝƫŶŐŝŶŵǇǁŚĞĞůͲĐŚĂŝƌǁŝƚŚĂƉŚŽƚŽŽĨŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŵǇŚĂŶĚƐ͖/ĂŵĐŽŵplaining about my father’s absence. These days when I have to sit in a wheelĐŚĂŝƌ͕ŵǇĚĞƐŝƌĞƚŽƐĞĞŚŝŵ ĂŐĂŝŶ ŝƐ ŵŽƌĞŝŶƚĞŶƐĞƚŚĂŶ ĞǀĞƌ͘ĨĞǁĚĂǇƐĂŐŽ/
happened to hear the loudspeakers echoing the voice of people taking part in
ƚŚĞDŽŚĂƌƌĂŵDŽƵƌŶŝŶŐƐĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŽĨ/ŵĂŵ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ͘ŵĂŶ
ǁĂƐƌĞĐŝƟŶŐƐŽŵĞƉŽĞŵƐĂďŽƵƚZƵƋĂǇĂ͕ƚŚĞĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵĂŶĚŝŶŝƚŚĞ
ŬĞƉƚ ƌĞƉĞĂƟŶŐ͗ ŽŚ͕ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͊ tŚĞŶ / ŚĞĂƌĚ ƚŚŝƐ͕ / ĐƌŝĞĚ ĂŶĚ ǁĞƉƚ
ůŽƵĚůǇĂŶĚĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗zŽƵůĞŌƵƐ͖ǇŽƵŶĞǀĞƌƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚǇŽƵƌ
daughter needs a father!
I was only two- months old when my father was martyred. I, my mother and my
ďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌǁĞƌĞŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶĂŶĚŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌǁĂƐǁŽƌŬŝŶŐŝŶŚǀĂǌ͘/ƚǁĂƐƚŚĞ
ĞĂƌůǇĚĂǇƐŝŶƚŽƚŚĞǁĂƌĂŶĚŚǀĂǌǁĂƐďĞŝŶŐďŽŵďĂƌĚĞĚǀĞŚĞŵĞŶƚůǇďǇƚŚĞ/ƌĂƋŝ
ĂŐŐƌĞƐƐŽƌƐ͘DǇĨĂƚŚĞƌǁĂƐĂŶĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐĂůĞŶŐŝŶĞĞƌŝŶĐŚĂƌŐĞŽĨƚŚĞŚǀĂǌ'ĞŶĞƌĂů
ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚŽĨůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝƚǇ͘DŽƐƚĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐŽĨƚŚŝƐĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇůĞŌ
ŚǀĂǌďƵƚŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌďĞůŝĞǀĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞƐŚŽƵůĚƐƚĂǇƚŚĞƌĞĂŶĚƐĞƌǀĞƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͘
,ĞƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚŶŽǁƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞŶĞĞĚĞĚŚŝŵŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶďĞĨŽƌĞ͘ůƚŚŽƵŐŚŚĞǁĂƐ
ƚŚĞŚĞĂĚŽĨƚŚĞĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͕ŚĞƵƐĞĚƚŽŐŽƚŽŚŝƐŽĸĐĞĂƚ7a.m. and worked
ƚŚĞƌĞĂƐĂŶŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƟůůŵŝĚŶŝŐŚƚ͘,ĞĚŝĚŶŽƚŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƟŵĞƚŽĐŽŵĞ
to Tehran and see his new-born baby. He only had asked mother to name the
ďĂďǇ͚ZŽĚƌŝŶĂ͛͘
On 27ƚŚŽĨ&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͕ǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐĂdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ͕ŚĞǁĂƐŶĞĂƌŚŝƐŽĸĐĞǁŚĞŶ/ƌĂƋŝ
ũĞƚͲĮŐŚƚĞƌƐĚƌŽƉƉĞĚŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐďŽŵďƐŽŶƚŚĞĐŝƚǇ͘,ĞůŝĞƐŽŶƚŚĞŐƌŽƵŶĚďƵƚŽŶĞ
ŽĨƚŚĞƚŚĞďŽŵďƐĞǆƉůŽĚĞƐŶŽƚĨĂƌĨƌŽŵŚŝŵ͖ŚĞŝƐůŝƚďǇƐĞǀĞƌĂůƐŚƌĂƉŶĞůƉŝĞĐĞƐ͘
tŚĞŶƉĞŽƉůĞƚĂŬĞŚŝŵƚŽŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͕ŚĞŝƐƐƟůůĂůŝǀĞ͘ƌ͘ůĂǀŝ͕ĂĨƌŝĞŶĚŽĨŚŝƐ͕ƚƌŝĞƐ
ƚŽƐĂǀĞŚŝŵďǇĂƋƵŝĐŬƐƵƌŐŝĐĂůŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘ĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕ŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌŚĂĚ
managed to say to him: Take care of my children and tell them I love them very
ŵƵĐŚ͘dŚŝƐǁĂƐƚŚĞǀĞƌǇůĂƐƚƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞƵƩĞƌĞĚďǇŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌǁŚĞŶŚĞǁĂƐƐƟůůŝŶ
this world.
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The Visit
tŚĞŶ/ŵĞƚƚŚĂƚŐĞŶƚůĞŵĂŶ͕/ǁĂƐĂůŝƩůĞůĞƐƐƚŚĂŶ9 years of age. It was Christmas
Eve. He had come to congratulate us on the occasion of our new year and hear
our words about father. When he arrived, only my mother and I were at home.
Ramona and Il were away. I don’t remember where they had gone. I had seen him
ŵĂŶǇƟŵĞƐŽŶƚŚĞƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ͘zĞƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐƚŚĞŶƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͘
/ ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ ŵƵĐŚ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚŝƐ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ / ŽŶůǇ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ ƚŚĂƚ / ƐĂƚ ǀĞƌǇ
close to him as he sounded to me as a kind father. He touched my hair in a loving
ŵĂŶŶĞƌ͘ƵƚůĂƚĞƌƚǁŽƉŚŽƚŽƐƚĂŬĞŶĂƚƚŚŝƐǀŝƐŝƚǁĞƌĞŐŝǀĞŶƚŽŵĞ͖ƚŚĞƐĞƉŚŽƚŽƐ
revise the dim memory of that evening. To me it feels like it was my own father
touching my hair.

Now the grown-up daughter of the martyr, who is badly ill, kept saying that she
wants to see the same gentleman who met her when she was a child. But the
mother tells her the gentleman is now the Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran
ĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŚĞŝƐƚŽŽďƵƐǇĂŶĚŚĂƐŶŽƟŵĞƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚŵĞĞƚǇŽƵĨŽƌĂƐĞĐŽŶĚƟŵĞ͘
/ŬĞƉƚŝŶƐŝƐƟŶŐĂŶĚĮŶĂůůǇŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐKĸĐĞƐŚĂŵĞĨƵůůǇ
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ĂŶĚĞǆƉůĂŝŶĞĚƚŚĞƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŚĞƌƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ͘^ŽŵĞǁĞĞŬƐƉĂƐƐďǇĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐ
no news, so my mother said: I told you, the Leader is too busy to come to meet
ǇŽƵ͖ǇŽƵŵƵƐƚƐƚŽƉĂǁĂŝƟŶŐŝƚ͘Ƶƚ/ƐĂŝĚ/ĨĞĞůŝŶŵǇŚĞĂƌƚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁŝůůĐŽŵĞƚŽ
us one of these winter evenings.
ůůŽĨĂƐƵĚĚĞŶ͕ƚŚŝƐŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞƌĂŶŐ͕ƐŽŵĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽ
come and see you this evening. In my wheel-chair I go around thinking that
ƚŚĞƐĞǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐĂƌĞƚŚĞƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŽƚĞůůŚŝŵŚŽǁǇŽƵĂƌĞ͘ĞƐƉŝƚĞĂůůƚŚĞƐĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ͕/ĐŚŽƐĞĂďĞĂƵƟĨƵůƐĐĂƌĨĂŶĚƉƌĞƩǇŽǀĞƌĐŽĂƚ͘DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ
ŝƐƌĞĂůůǇĂŶǆŝŽƵƐĨŽƌƐŚĞĚŽĞƐŶŽƚŬŶŽǁŚŽǁƚŽĚĞĂůǁŝƚŚŵǇŚŽƉĞƐ͖ƐŚĞƌĂŝƐĞƐ
her hands and says: O God, let my daughter not be disappointed! Now the doorďĞůůŝƐƌƵŶŐ͕ƐŽŵĞƉĞŽƉůĞĐŽŵĞŝŶ͖ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞƚĂůŬŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞŝƌǁĂůŬŝĞͲƚĂůŬŝĞƐŝŶůŽǁ
ǀŽŝĐĞƐ͘dŚĞŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵƚƵƌŶƐƚŽŵĞĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗EŽ͕ǁĞĂƌĞŶŽƚŚĞƌĞƚŽĞŶƋƵŝƌĞ
ĂŌĞƌǇŽƵƌŚĞĂůƚŚĂŶĚƌĞƉŽƌƚŝƚƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŝůůďĞŚĞƌĞŝŶ
one or two minutes!
/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŚĞĂƌƚŚĞŵĂŶĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ͖ŵǇŚĞĂƌƚŝƐďĞĂƟŶŐĨĂƐƚĂŶĚŵǇĞǇĞƐĂƌĞĨƵůůŽĨ
tears. I look at my father’s photo and say to him: thank you, now I know you’re
always thinking of me.
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:ƵƐƚďĞĨŽƌĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐĂƌƌŝǀĂů͕ŵǇĞůĚĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ZĂŵŽŶĂǁŚŽŝƐĂƉŚǇƐiotherapy doctor embraces and kisses me. She is truly happy because when Mr.
<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǀŝƐŝƚĞĚƵƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞ͕ƐŚĞǁĂƐŶŽƚĂƚŚŽŵĞĂŶĚƐŝŶĐĞƐŚĞŚĂƐ
always been very sorry.
She used to tell me: you’re lucky, you sat next to him and he touched your
hair. But now after some 13 years she will have the chance to see him so
closely.
Our mother’s feeling may not be described. She still does not believe that
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞĂůůŚŝƐƉƌĞŽĐĐƵƉĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕ŝƐǀŝƐŝƚŝŶŐƵƐĨŽƌƚŚĞƐĞĐond time. No, she can’t believe it. She is grasping her cross and thanking
,ŽůǇ DĂƌǇ͘ dŚĞ ŵŽŵĞŶƚ ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ ĂƌƌŝǀĞƐ͕ ƚŚĞ ƐƉĞĐƚĂĐůĞ ŽĨ ĞĂĐŚ ƉĞƌƐŽŶ ŝŶ
the room is most interesting: my mother has her hands on her chest and has
tears in her eyes, my aunt has her hands stretched down and stands in a very
respectable manner and I, I rise up in my wheel-chair with great difficulty but
I am happily smiling.
My mother says to the Leader: We are most indebted for the favour of your
visit. The leader looks around and says: Well, Well, is this the girl who is a
little unwell?
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/ƚŝƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞŝŶƚǁŽǁĞĞŬƐƚŚĂƚ/ĂŵƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŝŶŵǇǁŚĞĞůͲĐŚĂŝƌ͖/ŚĂǀĞƐŽŵĞ
ĞǆƚƌĂƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐŵŽŵĞŶƚ͘DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͚ǇĞƐ͛ƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ
ĂŶĚ/ƐĂǇ͚,ĞůůŽ͛ƚŽŚŝŵ͘
For a few moments he looks at me kindly and smiles and says: God willing,
ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞďĞƩĞƌ͍
ŶĚ/ƐĂǇ͗zĞƐ͕/͛ŵĂůƌŝŐŚƚ͘
ŶĚŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗praise be to God, I hope you’ll always be well.
I again think of my father and say in my heart: Oh, Father, you don’t know how
ĐŚĞĞƌĨƵů/ǁĂƐǁŚĞŶŚĞĂƐŬĞĚĂďŽƵƚŵǇŚĞĂůƚŚ͖/ǁŝƐŚǇŽƵǁĞƌĞŚĞƌĞƚŽŽ͕ƉĞƌhaps you’re seeing all this.
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ ĂůƐŽ ĂƐŬƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ǇŽƵƌ ƐŝƐƚĞƌ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŶ ĞŶƚĞƌƐ ƚŚĞ ƐŝƫŶŐͲƌŽŽŵ͘ DǇ
mother sits next to the Leader and I ask my sister to take my wheel-chair just
opposite him. The Leader says: We decided to come and see you all as well as
ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐǇŽƵƌƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕/Ĩ'ŽĚǁŝůů͕,ĞƐŚĂůůŐƌĂŶƚǇŽƵƉĂƟĞŶĐĞĂŶĚƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͕ƚŽůĞƌance and strength of heart.
Then the Leader asks my mother how it was that your daughter had this sort of
paralysis.
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ŶĚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐƚŚĞĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐƚŚĞĚĞƚĞƌŝŽƌĂƟŽŶŽĨŵǇ
ŚĞĂůƚŚĂŶĚ/ůŝƐƚĞŶƚŽƚŚĞŝƌĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶĂƩĞŶƟǀĞůǇ͘
DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐĂǀĞƚĞƌĂŶŶƵƌƐĞ͕ĂĮƌƐƚͲƌĂƚĞŶƵƌƐĞŝŶŵĂŶǇŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůƐ͖ŝƚǁĂƐŝŶĨĂĐƚ
in one of these hospitals when my father fell in love with her, with Miss Rouny
Beth Oshana, my mother.
DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĚŝĚŶŽƚĂďĂŶĚŽŶŚĞƌũŽďĂƐĂŶƵƌƐĞĞǀĞŶĂŌĞƌŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵĂŶĚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚŚĞƌǁŽƌŬĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞ8 years of war and constantly took care
ŽĨƚŚĞǁŽƵŶĚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞǁĂƌǁŚŽǁĞƌĞŝŶŶĞĞĚŽĨƐƉĞĐŝĂůĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͘ŶĚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ
ǁĂƌƐŚĞĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚŚĞƌǁŽƌŬĂƐĂŶŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚƌĞƐƐŝŶŶƵƌƐŝŶŐĐĂƌĞƐŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽƉĂƐƐ
ŽŶŚĞƌĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƚŽƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƌŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶŽĨ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŶƵƌƐĞƐ͘
ŌĞƌŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĞǆƉůĂŶĂƟŽŶŽĨŚĞƌĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐŐŽŽĚǁŽƌŬĂŶĚƚŚĞŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐ
ƐŚĞĨĂĐĞĚǁŚŝůĞďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐƵƉĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂƚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƟŵĞ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŚŽŚĂĚĂƚƚĞŶƟǀĞůǇůŝƐƚĞŶĞĚƚŽŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƐĂŝĚ͗Well, I hope and pray that, God willing,
ǇŽƵƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌǁŝůůďĞŝŶƉĞƌĨĞĐƚŚĞĂůƚŚĂŶĚƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇǁŝůůĚŽĂǁĂǇǁŝƚŚ
your grief and worries. Of course such hardships in life are divine tests. Surly
divine tests are not like worldly experiences.
dŚĞ ǁŽƌůĚůǇ ƚĞƐƚƐ ĂƌĞ ůŝŬĞ ĞǆĂŵŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ ŝŶ ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ ĂŶĚ ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ͖ ŝŶ ƚŚĞƐĞ
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ƚĞƐƚƐ ƚŚĞ Ăŝŵ ŝƐ ƚŽ ĮŶĚ ŽƵƚ ŝĨ ƚŚĞ ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ ŚĂƐ ƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ ƐƚƵĚŝĞĚ ƚŚĞ ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ
courses. But in divine tests there is another dimension: they help you to get to
ŬŶŽǁǇŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐďĞƩĞƌĂŶĚƚŽĮŶĚŽƵƚĂďŽƵƚŽŶĞ͛ƐƚƌƵĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇĂŶĚĞƐƐĞŶĐĞ͕
ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ ĂŶĚ ĐĂƉĂďŝůŝƚǇ ŝŶ ŽŶĞ͛Ɛ ŵŝŶĚ ĂŶĚ ŚĞĂƌƚ͖ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĚŝǀŝŶĞ ƚĞƐƚƐ
ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁƌĞƐĞŵďůĞƐƉŽƌƚƐĞǀĞŶƚƐ͗ƚŚĞǇŝŶĐůƵĚĞďŽƚŚĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞĂŶĚƚĞƐƚƐ͖/ŵĞĂŶ
ƚŚĂƚĂƐĨĂƌĂƐĚŝǀŝŶĞƚĞƐƚƐĂƌĞĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ͕ŝĨǇŽƵĚŽŶ͛ƚůŽƐĞǇŽƵƌƉĂƟĞŶĐĞĂŶĚ
your trust in God, you shall go one step forward spiritually. This is the essence
of divine tests.
Certainly there are some people who never learn any lessons from such tests
ĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƚƐĂŶĚƐŽƚŚĞǇŶĞǀĞƌŐĞƚĂŶǇĐůŽƐĞƌƚŽ'ŽĚ͘dŚĞǇŵĂǇƐƵīĞƌƚŚĞƐĂŵĞ
as the faithful, but the faithful have their trust in God to comfort them and
ƌĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĞŵ͘dŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ͘dŚĞƵŶĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůŚĂǀĞƐƵīĞƌĞĚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞďƵƚ
ŚĂǀĞŐĂŝŶĞĚŶŽƚŚŝŶŐƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůůǇ͘^ƵĐŚƚĞƐƚƐŚĂƉƉĞŶĨŽƌĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ŝŶĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ
ĨŽƌŵƐ͘zŽƵƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŚĂƐĨĂĐĞĚŽŶĞĨŽƌŵĂŶĚĨŽƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ͕ƐŽŵĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨŽƌŵƐ͘
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽƐƵīĞƌŶŽƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůĚĞĨĞĐƚŽƌƐŚŽƌƚĐŽŵŝŶŐ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚŝŶƐŽŵĂŶǇƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů͕ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůƉƌŽďůĞŵƐŽƌĨĂĐĞĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐƚŚĂƚƉƵƚŝŶƚŽůĞƌĂďůĞƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞƐŽŶƚŚĞŝƌŵŝŶĚƐ͕ŚĞĂƌƚƐĂŶĚŶĞƌǀĞƐ͖ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐǁŚǇƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞƐĞ
people commit suicide. Some of such people abandon their ordinary lives in
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ǁŝůĚĞƌŶĞƐƐĂŶĚĂďƐŽůƵƚĞĐŽŶĨƵƐŝŽŶ͘^ƵĐŚƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐĂƌĞŵƵĐŚŚĂƌĚĞƌƚŚĂŶƚŚŽƐĞ
faced by the faithful. When you look at the lives of people, you realize that evĞƌǇŽŶĞƐƵīĞƌƐĨƌŽŵƐĂŵĞƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͘
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŽƚŚĞƌƐǁŝƚŚƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůĚĞĨĞĐƚƐďƵƚŚĂǀĞŶŽĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂďŝůŝƚǇƚŽƚƌĞĂƚƚŚĞŵ͕
or cannot purchase the necessary medicaments and some people who have no
one to care for them or nurse them.
tŚĞŶǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŵĞŶƟŽŶƐƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽŚĂǀĞŶŽŶƵƌƐĞƐ͕ŚĞƉŽŝŶƚƐĂƚŵǇ
mother as a good example and I am so proud to have such a caring mother. I was
ĂůǁĂǇƐƉƌŽƵĚŽĨŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌďƵƚŶŽǁ͕ĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͕/ĨĞĞůŵŽƐƚ
delighted to have such a mother. Then the Leader turns to me and says: I came
ƚŽƐĞĞǇŽƵŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͖ĚŽǇŽƵƐƟůůƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚŵĞĞƟŶŐ͍
I reply: oh, yes, yes, that day was the happiest day in my life.
How old were you then? He asks.
DǇŝůůŶĞƐƐŚĂƐĂůƐŽŵĂĚĞŝƚĚŝĸĐƵůƚĨŽƌŵĞƚŽƵƩĞƌǁŽƌĚƐƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇďƵƚ/ƚƌǇŚĂƌĚ
and answer: Eight or nine.
The Leader shakes his head and says:zĞƐ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐůŝĨĞ͕ĂŶĚƟŵĞŇŝĞƐ͕ǇĞƐŝƚǁĂƐ
some 13ǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽǁŚĞŶ/ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚǇŽƵĨŽƌƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞ͘
The Leader, who has an alert mind, does not want to only talk to me, so he turns
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to my sister and talks to her for a few minutes about her profession and later
ŚĞĂƐŬƐŵǇĂƵŶƚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐůŝǀŝŶŐŝŶ,ĂŵĞĚĂŶƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͘ůŝƩůĞďŽǇŝƐ
ƐŝƫŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͖ŚĞŝƐŚŝƐŐƌĂŶĚƐŽŶǁŚŽŚĂƐĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚŚŝŵŝŶƚŚŝƐ
visit. It’s very sweet to me to watch him next to his grandfather.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŚĞŶĂƐŬĞĚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ͕ƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶͲƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶĂŶĚĂŌĞƌŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ
comments, he turns to me again and asks: ŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶǇƉĂŝŶ͕ŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͍
ŶĚ/ƐĂǇ͗͞EŽ͕/ŚĂǀĞŶŽƉĂŝŶƐ͕͟ĂƐ/ŵĞĂŶƚƚŽƌĞůŝĞǀĞĂĨĂƚŚĞƌĨƌŽŵǁŽƌƌǇŝŶŐ͘
 ـHow did you learn to walk by the aid of crutches?
My mother explains that she has no senses in one hand and therefore she cannot manage to walk on crutches.
The Leader adds: I see, your right hand has no sense exactly like my right hand!
He then raises his hand and smiles and asks: ŽǇŽƵůŝŬĞƚŽŚĞĂƌƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇĂďŽƵƚ
this? zĞƐ͕ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕/ƐĂǇ͘
The Leader then gave us this account about that accident*: ŌĞƌƚŚĂƚĂƐƐĂƐƐŝŶĂƟŽŶĂƚtempt when a bomb placed in a tape-recorder exploded in front of me, the right hand
ďĞĐĂŵĞƉĂƌĂůǇǌĞĚĂŶĚĨŽƌƐŽŵĞůŽŶŐƟŵĞŝƚĚŝĚŶŽƚŵŽǀĞĂƚĂůůĂŶĚŝƚǁĂƐƐǁŽůůĞŶĂůů
ŽǀĞƌ͘>ĂƚĞƌŽŶ/ŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐƐŽŵĞŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚŝŶŵǇƌŝŐŚƚƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌ͘dŚĞĚŽĐtor told me to try to move my hand when walking. Gradually the space for movement
ďĞĐĂŵĞĂůŝƩůĞǁŝĚĞƌ͘ŌĞƌƐŽŵĞƟŵĞ/ĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚ/ĐŽƵůĚďĞŶĚŵǇŚĂŶĚĨƌŽŵ
ƚŚĞĞůďŽǁ͘dŚŽƐĞĚĂǇƐŵǇĮƌƐƚĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌǁĂƐďŽƌŶďǇƚŚĞ'ƌĂĐĞŽĨ'ŽĚ͘dŚŝƐŐŝƌůǁĂƐ
ŵŽƐƚƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐƚŽŵĞĂŶĚůĂƚĞƌƐŚĞƵƐĞĚƚŽĐŽŵĞƚŽŵĞĂƚƚŚĞKĸĐĞŽĨƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͘
/ŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚ/ĐŽƵůĚĞŵďƌĂĐĞŚĞƌĞǀĞŶǁŝƚŚƚŚŝƐƐĞŶƐĞůĞƐƐŚĂŶĚ͘KŶĐĞŵǇĚŽĐƚŽƌ
ƐĂǁŵĞǁŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐŚŽůĚŝŶŐŚĞƌ͘,ĞĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚŵĞƚŽĚŽƚŚŝƐŵŽƌĞŽŌĞŶĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗
dŚŝƐĐŚŝůĚǁŝůůŚĞůƉǇŽƵƌŚĂŶĚƚŽďĞĐŽŵĞK͘<͊͘,ĞĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ͗tŚĞŶǇŽƵŚŽůĚƚŚŝƐŐŝƌů͕
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞǇŽƵůŽǀĞŚĞƌ͕ǇŽƵĚŽďĞĂƌƚŚĞŚĞĂǀŝŶĞƐƐ͘dŚŝƐǁĂƐƚŽďĞƚƌƵĞ͕ƐŽ/ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ
held her in my arms and carried her here and there. Gradually my right arm became
ƐƚƌŽŶŐĞƌ͘EŽǁŵǇŚĂŶĚ͕ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞǁƌŝƐƚƚŽƚŚĞĮŶŐĞƌƐŚĂƐŶŽƐĞŶƐĞ͕ŝƚŽŶůǇůŽŽŬƐůŝŬĞ
ĂŚĂŶĚ͊sĞƌǇůŝƩůĞƚŚŝŶŐƐŝƚŵŝŐŚƚƉĞƌĨŽƌŵ͘tĞůů͕ŝƚ͛ƐĂŚĂŶĚĂŶǇǁĂǇ͊ŶĚ/ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚƚŽǇŽƵƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĐŽƵůĚĂůƐŽĚŽƚŚŝŶŐƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ͕ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞĂŶĚƉĂƟĞŶĐĞ͘
ΎŌĞƌƚŚĞĂƐƐĂƐƐŝŶĂƟŽŶĂƩĞŵƉƚŽŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŚĞůŽƐƚƐĞŶƐĞƐŝŶŚŝƐƌŝŐŚƚŚĂŶĚĂŶĚƐƵīĞƌĞĚĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞ
of severe injuries.
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From the moment the Leader mentioned his sufferings after the assassination attempt and his inability to do things with both hands, I lowered my
head, looked at the carpets on the floor while deeply impressed with his
account of the incident. The Leader asks me again weather I have any pains
anywhere in my body and I say that I have some pain in my right shoulder.
He then prays for me and says: I too bore intolerable pains. For a few years
I did have very severe pains. There are all sorts of pains. I hope and I pray
to God that your pains will lessen and we will be witnessing your complete
health.
He then starts drinking his cup of tea which Ramona had brought while he was
talking.
ŌĞƌĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐŚŝƐĐƵƉŽĨƚĞĂ͕ŚĞĞŶƋƵŝƌĞƐĂďŽƵƚŵǇŵĂƚĞƌŶĂůƵŶĐůĞǁŚŽǁĂƐĂ
ƐŬŝůůĨƵůƐƵƌŐĞŽŶ͘,ĞǁĂƐƐƵĐŚĂŶŽďůĞ͕ŐĞŶƚůĞƉĞƌƐŽŶ͗dŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ
elected him by some 99ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚŽĨǀŽƚĞƐƚŽďĞŽƵƌƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞŝŶƚŚĞWĂƌůŝĂŵĞŶƚ;DĂũůŝƐͿĂƐǁĞůůĂƐŝŶƚŚĞŽŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂůƐƐĞŵďůǇŽĨǆƉĞƌƚƐ͘
The Leader says: This Mr. Beth Oshana who was in the Majlis was your brother?
DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐƉƌŽƵĚůǇ͗zĞƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͊
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The Leader says: yes I knew him, he was such a knowledgeable, kind gentleman,
ǇĞƐ/ǁĂƐĂĐƋƵĂŝŶƚĞĚǁŝƚŚŚŝŵ͘
Towards the end of the visit, the Leader said: well, the purpose of our visit was
ƚŽĞǆƚĞŶĚŽƵƌĂīĞĐƟŽŶƐŽŶĐĞĂŐĂŝŶƚŽƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨĂƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚŵĂƌƚǇƌĂŶĚƚŽ
ǇŽƵĂůů͘ŶĚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŝƚǁĂƐŵĞĂŶƚƚŽƐĞĞƚŚŝƐĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌǁŚŽŚĂƐĨĂůůĞŶŝůůƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ
of her valued father. I again pray to God to relieve your pains, to grant you more
ƚƌƵƐƚŝŶ'ŽĚ͕ĂŶĚŵŽƌĞƐĞůĨͲƌĞůŝĂŶĐĞƚŽĐŽƉĞǁŝƚŚĞǆŝƐƟŶŐƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͕ĂŶĚŝĨĞǀĞƌ͕
ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ/ĐŽƵůĚĚŽƚŽŚĞůƉ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŽƵƌKĸĐĞƉĞƌƐŽŶŶĞů͘tĞ
are always at the service of the martyr’s families.
tŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƵƩĞƌĞĚƚŚĞƐĞǁŽƌĚƐ͕ǁĞƌĞĂůŝǌĞĚƚŚĂƚŝƚǁĂƐƟŵĞƚŽƐĂǇĨĂƌĞwell. My mother asks the Leader if I could be sent abroad for treatment. The
Leader says that we have highly specialized hospitals in Iran, but if your problem
is not solved in these hospitals, we would certainly help you go abroad.
***
EŽǁ ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ŝƐ ŐŽŶĞ ĂŶĚ / ŚĂǀĞ ŵŝǆĞĚ ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐ ŽĨ ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ ĂŶĚ
sadness. I am happy that my mother, sister and aunt were so delighted to meet
ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘ŶĚ/͛ŵƐŽƌƌǇƚŚĂƚŚĞ͛ƐŐŽŶĞ͘,ĞǁĂƐĂƐŬŝŶĚƚŽŵĞĂƐŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘/ƚ͛Ɛ
ŽŶůǇŚĂůĨĂŶŚŽƵƌƚŚĂƚŚĞůĞŌƵƐĂŶĚ/͛ŵĂůƌĞĂĚǇŵŝƐƐŝŶŐŚŝŵďĂĚůǇ͘
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My husband and I never preferred sons to daughters. We believed that children
ǁĞƌĞƚŚĞŐŝŌƐŽĨ'ŽĚǁŚĞƚŚĞƌďŽǇƐŽƌŐŝƌůƐ͘KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ĂƐĂŵŽƚŚĞƌ/ǁŝƐŚ/ĐŽƵůĚ
ŚĂǀĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŽĨďŽƚŚƐĞǆĞƐ͘dŚŝƐĚŝĚŶŽƚƌĞĂůŝǌĞƵŶƟůϭϵϲϬ͘hƉƚŽƚŚĞŶ/ŚĂĚŐŝǀĞŶ
ďŝƌƚŚƚŽϯĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ͘EŽǁƚŚĞĨŽƵƌƚŚĐŚŝůĚǁĂƐĂďŽǇ͖ĂŚĂŶĚƐŽŵĞďŽǇůŝŬĞŚĞƌ
ƐŝƐƚĞƌƐ͘tĞŶĂŵĞĚŚŝŵƵƌŝŬ͘
I never found out if my husband loved him more than others because he never
ƐŚŽǁĞĚŝƚ͘/ĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐĚĞƉƚŚŽĨĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐĨŽƌƵƌŝŬǁŚĞŶ͕ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇĂĨƚĞƌŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ŚĞŚĂĚĂŚĞĂƌƚĂƩĂĐŬĨƌŽŵǁŚŝĐŚŚĞŶĞǀĞƌƌĞĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ͘KƚŚĞƌ
ŚĞĂƌƚĂƩĂĐŬƐĨŽůůŽǁĞĚĂŶĚŚĞǁĂƐďĞĚͲƌŝĚĚĞŶĂƚŚŽŵĞĨŽƌƐŽŵĞϭϲǇĞĂƌƐďĞĨŽƌĞ
he passed away.
/ĂŶĚŵǇĨŽƵƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐůŽǀĞĚƵƌŝŬŝŵŵĞŶƐĞůǇ͘,ĞǁĂƐĂǀĞƌǇƐŵĂƌƚĂŶĚƐƚƵĚŝŽƵƐďŽǇ͘/ŶĂůůŚŝƐǇĞĂƌƐŽĨĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĂůǁĂǇƐƚŚĞďĞƐƚƐƚƵĚĞŶƚŝŶŚŝƐ
ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘,ĞǁĂƐƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůŝŶƚŚĞƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞĞǆĂŵŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘,ĞĞǀĞŶǁŽŶ
a scholarship to go and study abroad. But he did no go.
,ĞƐĂŝĚ͗/ĚŽŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚƚŽŐŽĂďƌŽĂĚ͕/ǁĞŶƚƚŽĮƌƐƚƉƵƚŽŶĂƐŽůĚŝĞƌƵŶŝĨŽƌŵĂŶĚ
serve my own country.
But his father said: I never allow my only son to be a soldier. He, however, managed to obtain our consent for doing his military service. He started his military
service some 9 months before Saddam Hussein invaded Iran.
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,ĞĮŶŝƐŚĞĚŚŝƐϯͲŵŽŶƚŚƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĐŽƵƌƐĞŝŶ^ŚĂŚƌŽƵĚĂŶĚŚĞƚŚĞŶƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĚƚŽ
ƐĂǇƚŚĂƚŚĞŝƐƚŽŐŽƚŽhƌƵŵŝĂďǇƚƌĂŝŶƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŚŝƐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘
When he was going to Urumia, we were nearing Easter and so I together with
ŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌƐǁĞŶƚƚŽƚŚŝƐĐŝƚǇ͖ǁĞĐĂƌƌŝĞĚĨƌƵŝƚƐ͕ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐŶƵƚƐĂŶĚƉĂŝŶƚĞĚ
eggs to celebrate Easter with him. But we could only see him once as the soldiers
had to be on some sort military emergency. So we had to go back. But a few days
ůĂƚĞƌǁĞƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂůĞƩĞƌĨƌŽŵŚŝŵ͘,ĞǁƌŽƚĞ͗dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŵǇ
friends in our garrison ate everything you had brought, even the coloured eggs!
/ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵĂŐĂŝŶ͘ŌĞƌĂǁŚŝůĞŚĞǁĂƐƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌĞĚƚŽWŝƌĂŶƐŚĂŚƌ͕ǀĞƌǇŶĞĂƌƚŚĞ
/ƌĂƋŝďŽƌĚĞƌ͘,ŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌǁŚŽǁĂƐĂƚƌƵĐŬͲĚƌŝǀĞƌŽŌĞŶǁĞŶƚƚŚĞƌĞƚŽŵĞĞƚŚŝŵ͘
ŶĚƵƌŝŬ͕ǁŚĞŶŚĞĐĂŵĞƚŽƵƐŽŶůĞĂǀĞ͕ƚŽůĚƵƐŚŽǁƉŽƉƵůĂƌŚĞǁĂƐǁŝƚŚŚŝƐ
Muslim comrades.
He was in his 9th month of service when the war started.
dŚĞĂĂƚŚŝƐƚŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚŽĨ/ƌĂƋ;ƚŚĞĂĂƚŚWĂƌƚǇǁĂƐĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚŝŶ/ƌĂƋŽŶ
ƚŚĞďĂƐŝƐŽĨŶĂƟŽŶĂůŝƐŵĂŶĚƌĂĐŝƐŵĂŶĚĂŶƟͲ/ƐůĂŵŝƐŵ͖ƚŚĞƉĂƌƚǇĐĂŵĞƚŽƉŽǁer through a military coup) invaded Iran. It was then that I began to worry
about him.
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/ŬŶĞǁŚĞǁĂƐĂĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐƉĞƌƐŽŶĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌĨŽƌĂŶǇŚĂƌĚƚĂƐŬ͖/ƐĂŝĚ
ƚŽŵǇƐĞůĨƚŚĂƚŚĞǁŽƵůĚŵŽƐƚƉƌŽďĂďůǇďĞĂŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕ƐŽŵĞϭϱĚĂǇƐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǁĂƌ͕
/ŚĂĚĂďĂĚĚƌĞĂŵ͗/ƐĂǁƚŚĂƚĂďƵůůĞƚŚĂĚŚŝƚŚŝƐŬŶĞĞ͕ďƵƚŚĞƐĂŝĚ͚/ƚ͛ƐŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ
important, mother.’ I screamed and woke up.
/ŶƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ/ǁĞŶƚŽƵƚƐŚŽƉƉŝŶŐ͘/ŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚĂƐŽůĚŝĞƌǁĂƐƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽƐŽŵĞ
ŽĨŽƵƌDƵƐůŝŵŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐ͘/ǁĂƐƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐŽĨƵƌŝŬĂŶĚƐŽ/ƉƌĂǇĞĚƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚǁŝůů
keep these soldiers alive for their parents.
ƚƚŚĂƚŵŽŵĞŶƚŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐƉŽŝŶƚĞĚĂƚŵĞĂŶĚƚŚĞƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐĂŝĚ͗^ĂůĂĂŵ͕ĞǆĐƵƐĞŵĞ͕ĂƌĞǇŽƵƵƌŝĐDŽƌĂĚŝĂŶ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘
&ŝƌƐƚ/ǁĂƐŚĂƉƉǇďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚƉĞƌŚĂƉƐŚĞŚĂƐƐŽŵĞŶĞǁƐŽƌĂůĞƩĞƌ
ĨƌŽŵƵƌŝŬĂŶĚ/ƐĂŝĚ͗zĞƐ͕ŵǇƐŽŶ͕/͛ŵŚŝƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĂƌĞǇŽƵĂĨƌŝĞŶĚŽĨŚŝƐ͍
dŚĞ ƐŽůĚŝĞƌ͕ ŶŽƟĐŝŶŐ ŵǇ ĐŚĞĞƌĨƵů ŵŽŽĚ͕ ůŽǁĞƌĞĚ ŚŝƐ ŚĞĂĚ͖ ŚĞ ŚĂĚ Ă ůĞƩĞƌ ŝŶ
his hand and asked me in a trembling voice: Excuse me, mother, isn’t his father
around?
When he said this, I remembered the dream I had the night before. The whole
world was now turning around. I sensed that my son had been martyred. I
screamed and fell down on the ground in the street.
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It was only the 19th day into the war and now my husband and I had become the
ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐŽĨƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶͲŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŽůĚŝĞƌͲŵĂƌƚǇƌ͊
ƵƌŝŬ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵǁĂƐŵŽƐƚƵŶĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚŶŽƚŽŶůǇĨŽƌƵƐďƵƚĂůƐŽĨŽƌŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐǁŚŽǁĞƌĞŵŽƐƚůǇDƵƐůŝŵ͘DĂŶǇŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐǁĞƌĞŚĞůĚĨŽƌŚŝŵŝŶĂůůƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚƵƌĐŚĞƐĂŶĚĞǀĞŶŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƐƋƵĞƐŝŶŽƵƌƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂůĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚŽĨ,ĞƐŚŵĂƟǇĞ͘
ůůŚŝƐĐŽŵƌĂĚĞƐǁŚŽƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞƐĞŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐƐƚŽůĚƵƐĂďŽƵƚ
ŚŝƐŚŝŐŚŵŽƌĂůĞ͕ŚŝƐĐŚĞĞƌĨƵůŶĞƐƐĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚůŝŶĞƐƐ͖ŚĞĚŝĚĂůǁĂǇƐŐĂǀĞƵƐŵŽƌĞ
spiritual strength by his kindness and constant smiles.
When I returned home from a mourning session, the postman brought me a
ůĞƩĞƌĨƌŽŵƵƌŝŬ͕ǁƌŝƩĞŶƚŚĞĚĂǇďĞĨŽƌĞŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘,ĞǁƌŽƚĞ͗ĞĂƌŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕
/͛ŵĮŶĞ͕ĚŽŶ͛ƚǇŽƵǁŽƌƌǇĂďŽƵƚŵĞ͘ŌĞƌŵǇŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞŝƐŽǀĞƌ͕/ĂŵŐŽŝŶŐ
ƚŽŚĂǀĞĂƐŚŽƉĂŶĚǁŽƌŬŚĂƌĚ͕/ǁŽŶ͛ƚůĞƚŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚƌŝǀŝŶŐƚƌƵĐŬƐĂŶĚ
ůĂƚĞƌǁĞ͛ůůďƵǇĂďŝŐŐĞƌŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚ͙,ĞŚĂĚŐŝǀĞŶŵĞĂůůƐŽƌƚƐŽĨŚŽƉĞ͘
 ĨĞǁ ǁĞĞŬƐ ĂŌĞƌ ƵƌŝŬ͛Ɛ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌ ŽĨ ŚŝƐ ŐĂƌƌŝƐŽŶ ĐĂŵĞ
ƚŽƐĞĞƵƐ͘ƐWŝƌĂŶƐŚĂŚƌǁĂƐĂĐŽůĚƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͕/ŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇǁŽǀĞŶƐŽŵĞƚŚŝĐŬ
shawls, socks and caps for him. I gave all these to this commander. He said: what
ƐŚĂůů/ĚŽǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐĞ͕ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͍ŶĚ/ƚŽůĚŚŝŵ͗ŐŝǀĞŝƚƚŽŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐ͕ĨŽƌ
me they’re all zuriks.
DǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͕ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚƐƚĂŶĚƚŚĞĚĞĂƚŚŽĨŚŝƐŽŶůǇƐŽŶ͖ŚĞŚĂĚĂŚĞĂƌƚĂƩĂĐŬ
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ĂŶĚǁĂƐŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝǌĞĚ͘ŌĞƌƐŽŵĞƟŵĞǁĞƚŽŽŬŚŝŵďĂĐŬŚŽŵĞďƵƚŚĞǁĂƐƵŶĂďůĞƚŽ
work and had to lie in bed. Therefore I alone, without my son, had to face the problems
ŽĨĐĂƌŝŶŐĨŽƌƚŚŝƐƐŝĐŬŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͕ƚŚĞĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶŽĨŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐĂŶĚƚŚĞĚĂŝůǇĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐ͘
ŌĞƌƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŽĨŵǇƐŽŶ͕ƚŚĞĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂůŝƚǇĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽŶĂŵĞŽƵƌĂůůĞǇĂĨƚĞƌƵƌŝŬ͛ƐŶĂŵĞďƵƚŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚĚŝƐĂŐƌĞĞĚƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗/ĚŽŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚƚŽƐĞĞŵǇƐŽŶ͛ƐŶĂŵĞ
ĞĂĐŚƟŵĞ/ůŽŽŬƵƉŝŶƚŚĞĂůůĞǇ͘&ŽƌƚǇĚĂǇƐĂŌĞƌƵƌŝŬ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ŚŝƐĐůŽƐĞDƵƐůŝŵ
ĨƌŝĞŶĚ͕DŽŚĂŵĂĚ'ĞƌĂŵŝǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂŶĚƐŽƚŚĞǇŶĂŵĞĚƚŚĞĂůůĞǇĂŌĞƌŚŝŵ͘
ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞϭϲǇĞĂƌƐǁŚĞŶŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚǁĂƐĂůŝǀĞ͕ŵĂŶǇƟŵĞƐŚĞĚƌĞĂŵƚŽĨƵƌŝŬ͘/ŶŚŝƐǀĞƌǇůĂƐƚĚƌĞĂŵ͕ƵƌŝŬŚĂĚĂƐŬĞĚ͗tŚǇĚŽŶ͛ƚǇŽƵŵĂŬĞĂŵŽǀĞ͍ŶĚ
ŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚŚĂĚƐĂŝĚ͗ǁŚĞƌĞƚŽ͍ƵƌŝŬŚĂĚĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĚ͗ŽŵĞƚŽŵĞ͕ůŽŽŬ͕/ŚĂǀĞ
ďŽƵŐŚƚĂďŝŐŐĂƌĚĞŶ͕ůŽŽŬǁŚĂƚǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůƌĞĚĂƉƉůĞƐƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞ͙^ŽŽŶĂŌĞƌƚŚŝƐ͕
ŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚƉĂƐƐĞĚĂǁĂǇ͘ŌĞƌŚŝƐĚĞĂƚŚ͕ŽŶĞŽĨŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐǁĂƐƐŝĐŬǁŝƚŚ
D͘^͘ĂŶĚĨŽƌǇĞĂƌƐ/ŚĂĚƚŽŶƵƌƐĞŚĞƌ͘/ĂůǁĂǇƐƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚŝƐƚĞƐƟŶŐŵǇĨĂŝƚŚ
through all these troubles and problems.
The visit
EŽǁƐŽŵĞϯϬǇĞĂƌƐŚĂǀĞƉĂƐƐĞĚƐŝŶĐĞƵƌŝŬ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘/ŚĂǀĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐƚŽƐĞƌǀĞŽƵƌŐƵĞƐƚƐ͖/ƐŝƚŽŶĂĐŚĂŝƌĂŶĚƚŚŝŶŬŽĨƚŚĞŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞƐĞůŽŶŐǇĞĂƌƐ͕ŽĨĂůůƚŚĞŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐ/ĨĂĐĞĚ͘ĞƐƉŝƚĞĂůůƚŚŽƐĞĂĚǀĞƌƐĞĞǀĞŶƚƐ͕
I am thankful to God who gave me strength to bear them all.
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dŚŝƐ ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ / Ăŵ ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁ ŚĂƉƉǇ ŝŶ ŵǇ ŚĞĂƌƚ͘ ^ŝŶĐĞ ƵƌŝŬ͛Ɛ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ ƚŚĞƌĞ
ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶǀĞƌǇŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐǁŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐĂůŝƩůĞŚĂƉƉǇ͖ƌĂƌĞŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐƐƵĐŚĂƐƚŚĞ
weddings of my daughters and the birth of my grandchildren. Here and there I
ŚĂǀĞŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŚĂƐǀŝƐŝƚĞĚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ
ďƵƚ/ŶĞǀĞƌƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚŽŶĞĚĂǇŚĞǁŽƵůĚƚĂŬĞƚŚĞƟŵĞƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚǀŝƐŝƚŵĞ͕
because he is the Leader of Iran as well as the Leader to many freedom-loving
DƵƐůŝŵƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͘,ŽǁĐŽƵůĚŚĞŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƟŵĞƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚƐĞĞŵĞ͍
EŽǁ ŵǇ ĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ ĞŶƚĞƌƐ ƚŚĞ ƌŽŽŵ ĂŶĚ ƐĂǇƐ͗ ƚŚĞ ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ ŚĂƐ ĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ
street and soon he’ll be here. I go to the entrance of the house because I want to
ďĞƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƉĞƌƐŽŶƚŽǁĞůĐŽŵĞŚŝŵ͘Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĐŽŵĞƐŝŶƐŵŝůŝŶŐĂŶĚĐŚĞĞƌfully and warmly talks to me, to my daughters and my son-in-law. He says to me:
ـƌĞǇŽƵƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͍
ـzĞƐ͘
ـŶĚĂƌĞǇŽƵǁĞůů͍
ـdŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ͕/͛ŵĮŶĞ͕ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞǀĞƌǇŬŝŶĚ͘
 ـWell, I hope you’ll always be well.
I then say: Please come in, you are most welcome.
The Leader said: May God bless your martyr.
 ـThank you very much.
dŚĞŶƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚƐĂƚŽŶƚŚĞĂƌŵĐŚĂŝƌĂŶĚŵǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ͕ŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌĂŶĚ/ƐĂƚ
down on a couch on his side. He says: DǇ'ŽĚĂůŵŝŐŚƚǇŐŝǀĞǇŽƵĂůůƉĂƟĞŶĐĞĂŶĚ
endurance, I was told that you have gone through many hardships.
dŚĞŶ/ƐĂǇ͗DǇƐŽŶǁĂƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘
 ـWas he your only son?
ـzĞƐ͕/ŚĂǀĞĨŽƵƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐŵǇŽŶůǇƐŽŶ͘
ـ/ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ͕ĂŶĚ/ŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚǁĞĞŬƐŽĨ
the war.
ـzĞƐŽŶůǇϭϵĚĂǇƐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǁĂƌƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ͕ŚĞǁĂƐŝŶWŝƌĂŶƐŚĂƌ͘
DǇŚĞĂƌƚďĞĂƚƐĨĂƐƚĂŶĚŵǇŵŽƵƚŚŐŽĞƐĚƌǇ͘dĂůŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƵƌŝŬ͕ĞǀĞŶĂŌĞƌƐŽŵĞ
ϯϬǇĞĂƌƐ͕ŝƐƐƟůůǀĞƌǇĚŝĸĐƵůƚĨŽƌŵĞ͘ůůƚŚĞƐĞǇĞĂƌƐ͕/ŚĂǀĞŶŽƚŚĂĚƚŚĞĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ
to cook the kind of food he liked. The pain of a mother is always fresh, especially
because he was the only son and was very young.
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dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚƐĂǇĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐĨŽƌĂĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐůĞƫŶŐŵĞďĞŵǇƐĞůĨĂŐĂŝŶ͘
He then says: your reward is with God, lady.
I try hard and say: Thank you, I’m grateful.
The Leader points at a photo on the wall and asks:
 ـIs that his picture?
ـzĞƐ͕ǇĞƐ͘
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶƚĞůůƐƵƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞĚĂǇƐŽĨƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞƐĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͛Ɛ
regime and the period he was imprisoned in the Qezel-Qala Prison.
He says: dŚĞƌĞ/ŚĂĚďĞĐŽŵĞĨƌŝĞŶĚƐǁŝƚŚĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶďǇƚŚĞŶĂŵĞŽĨǀĂŶĞƐƐŝĂŶ͘/ƚǁĂƐǀĞƌǇŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŚĞŚĂĚǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌĞĚƚŽďĞŝŶĐŚĂƌŐĞŽĨŽƵƌ
Islamic eulogy service for martyrs of the past.
/ƐĂǇ͗ǁĞůů͕ǇĞƐ͕ǁĞ͛ƌĞĂůů/ƌĂŶŝĂŶ͘/ŵǇƐĞůĨŐŽƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƐƋƵĞĂŶĚĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞƐŽŵĞthing for Imam Hussein.
The Leader adds: ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵďĞŝŶŐ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶ͕ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĞůƐĞ͘/ŚĂǀĞŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŚĂǀĞĂƐŽŌƐƉŽƚŝŶƚŚĞŝƌŚĞĂƌƚƐĨŽƌ/ŵĂŵůŝĂŶĚ/ŵĂŵ
,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ͘ dŚŝƐ ŝƐ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ĨƌŽŵ ďĞŝŶŐ /ƌĂŶŝĂŶ͕ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ͕ĂƐ ǇŽƵ ŬŶŽǁ͕ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ
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/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐǁŚŽŚĂǀĞŶŽĨĂŝƚŚŝŶƐƵĐŚĂīĂŝƌƐ͕ďƵƚŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐĂƌĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͘
DǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌǁŚŽŝƐƐŝƚƚŝŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽŵĞƐĂǇƐ͗tĞůů͕ǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚĂǀĞ
lived in Iran for many, many centuries and they have special affection for
Imam Hussein.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƌĞĂĸƌŵƐǁŚĂƚŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐĂŝĚĂŶĚĂĚĚĞĚ͗zĞƐ͕ŽƵƌƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŽŵmunity is well-versed in Islamic faith and they especially have good feeling towards the Shiite people.
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚƚŚĞŶƐĂǇƐ͗Well, here are one of your daughters and your son-in-law,
where are the other daughters?
ـKŶĞůŝǀĞƐŝŶEĂƌŵĂŬĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͕ĨĂƌĨƌŽŵƵƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌǁŚŽƐƵīĞƌƐĨƌŽŵ
M.S. disease was sent abroad for treatment.
 ـMy God almighty help her and heal her, the Leader says.
 ـdŚĂŶŬ ǇŽƵ͘ DǇ ŽƚŚĞƌ ĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ ŚĂƐ ĂůƐŽ ƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚ ĂďƌŽĂĚ͖ ďƵƚ ƚǁŽ ŽĨ
ƚŚĞŵĂƌĞŚĞƌĞ͘ŶĚŽŶĞŽĨŵǇŐƌĂŶĚƐŽŶƐ͕ƚŚĞƐŽŶŽĨŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ
is now doing his military service.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐŵǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐďŽǇĂŶĚŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ŚĞŚĂƐũƵƐƚ
ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚŚŝƐϯͲŵŽŶƚŚƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĐŽƵƌƐĞĂŶĚŝƐĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐŚŝƐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘
ŶĚǇŽƵƌŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ͍The Leader asks.
ـ/͛ŵĂĐŽŶƐƵůƟŶŐĞŶŐŝŶĞĞƌ͘/͛ǀĞǁŽƌŬĞĚŝŶďĂĚĂŶƌĞĮŶĞƌǇ͕ŝŶŽŝů͕ŐĂƐĂŶĚ
ƉĞƚƌŽĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůĮĞůĚƐ͘ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽŽŶĞŽĨŽƵƌĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ͕ǁĞŵĂŬĞĚĞƐĞƌƚƐ
ƚŽƉƌŽƐƉĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŐŽďĂĐŬƚŽƐŽŵĞŽƚŚĞƌƉůĂĐĞ͊/͛ǀĞďĞĞŶŝŶĂŶĚĂƌďďĂƐ͕/ƐĨĂŚĂŶ͕ŚǀĂǌĂŶĚďĂĚĂŶ͘
ـzŽƵƌǁŽƌŬĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚƌĞĮŶĞƌŝĞƐ͍
ـzĞƐƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐŽŝů͕ŐĂƐĂŶĚƉĞƚƌŽĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůƐ͘/ǁĂƐĂůƐŽĂƚ<ŚĂŶͲ'ŝƌĂŶ͘
 ـIn Khan-Giran?
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞ͛ƐĂŐĂƐƌĞĮŶĞƌǇƚŚĞƌĞ͕ĂůƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ/ǁŽƌŬĞĚĨŽƌƐŽŵĞϯϱǇĞĂƌƐ͘
ŌĞƌϯϱǇĞĂƌƐ/ƌĞƟƌĞĚĂŶĚĨŽƌƚŚĞůĂƐƚϱǇĞĂƌƐ/͛ǀĞďĞĞŶĂĐƟǀĞŝŶƚŚĞ
ƐĂŵĞĮĞůĚƐ͘
While the Leader and my son-in-law go on talking, I and my daughter watch the
>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŝƚŚĮǆĞĚĞǇĞƐ͕ĂƐŝĨǁĞƐƟůůĚŽŶŽƚďĞůŝĞǀĞŚĞŝƐŝŶŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚƚĂůŬŝŶŐ
ƐŽǁĂƌŵůǇĂŶĚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇ͘
The Leader tells my son-in-law:
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 ـThe more service you perform your reward will be the higher, be strong
and do good work for your country. Fortunately today we witness big
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐŝŶƚŚĞĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶŽĨƌĞĮŶĞƌŝĞƐ͘dŚĞĨĂĐƚƚŚĂƚǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞƚŽŝŵƉŽƌƚƉĞƚƌŽůŝƐĂŐƌĞĂƚƐƚĞƉĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ͘dŽĚĂǇŽƵƌƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶŽĨWĞƚƌŽůĞǆĐĞĞĚƐ
ƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌŶĂůĐŽŶƐƵŵƉƟŽŶ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŝŶƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐǇĞĂƌƐǁĞƐƉĞŶƚƚǁŽ͕ƚŚƌĞĞ
ĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƐŝǆďŝůůŝŽŶĚŽůůĂƌƐŝŶŝŵƉŽƌƟŶŐƉĞƚƌŽů͘tĞŚĂǀĞĞǆƉŽƌƚĞĚƐŽŵĞ
ƋƵĂŶƟƟĞƐĂůƌĞĂĚǇ͘'ŽĚǁŝůůŝŶŐ͕ǁĞǁŝůůŵĂŬĞŵŽƌĞƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͘ŶĚƚŚŝƐŝƐ
ĚƵĞƚŽƚŚĞĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞůŝŬĞǇŽƵ͘^ƵĐŚĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚƐĞĐŚŽŝŶ/ƌĂŶ
ĂŶĚĂďƌŽĂĚ͘/ƚŚĂƐŶŽƚŽŶůǇŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůďĞŶĞĮƚƐďƵƚŚĞůƉƐƚŚĞƌĞƉƵƚĂƟŽŶŽĨ
ƚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘/ŶƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ/ŽŌĞŶƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĞĚƚŽ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐƚŽ
ďƵŝůĚĂŶĚĞǆƉĂŶĚƌĞĮŶĞƌŝĞƐĂŶĚĞĂĐŚƟŵĞƚŚĞǇǁŽƵůĚƚĂůŬŽĨĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƉƌŽďlems. Thank God this present government took it seriously and did a good
ũŽď͖ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞƚŚĞǇƐŚŽƵůĚĂůƐŽƚƌǇƚŚĞŝƌďĞƐƚĨŽƌŐĂƐƌĞĮŶĞƌŝĞƐ͘
Then my son-in-law told the Leader that certain projects in this respect are being
ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚŽƵƚŝŶƐĂůƵǇĞ͕ŝŶƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ/ƌĂŶ͘
EŽǁ/ƚĂŬĞƐŽŵĞĐĂŬĞĂŶĚĚĂƚĞƐ͕ƉƵƚƚŚĞŵŽŶĂƉůĂƚĞĂŶĚŽīĞƌƚŚĞŵƚŽǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͘/ƐĂǇ͗ƚŚŝƐŬŝŶĚŽĨĐŽŽŬŝĞƐĂƌĞƚŚĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůƚǇŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂŶĚŝƚ͛Ɛ
called “Nazok”. I add: I was not sure if you would really visit us, otherwise I would
have also prepared dinner.
dŚŝƐŝƐĮŶĞ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐĂŶĚŚĂƐŚŝƐƚĞĂǁŝƚŚĂƉŝĞĐĞŽĨĐĂŬĞ͕ĂŶĚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ
ŚŝƐĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚƵƐĂŶĚĂƐŬƐŵĞŝĨ/ŚĂǀĞĂŶǇŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ͍
 ـNo, I’m only a housewife, I work at home.
 ـWhat did your late husband do?
ـ,ĞǁĂƐĂƚƌƵĐŬͲĚƌŝǀĞƌ͘,ĞǁĂƐŽŌĞŶĚƌŝǀŝŶŐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ/ƌĂŶ͘ŌĞƌƚŚĞ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŽĨŵǇƐŽŶ͕ŚĞŚĂĚĂŚĞĂƌƚĂƩĂĐŬĂŶĚǁĂƐďĞĚƌŝĚĚĞŶĨŽƌƐŽŵĞ
ϭϲ ǇĞĂƌƐ ďĞĨŽƌĞ ŚĞ ĚŝĞĚ͘ ůů ƚŚĞƐĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ / ƚŽŽŬ ĐĂƌĞ ŽĨ Śŝŵ ĂŶĚ ŶƵƌƐĞĚ
him. Then my daughter had the M.S. disease and I nursed her for some
10 years.
The Leader consoled me saying:
 ـǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů͘ zŽƵ͛ǀĞ ƌĞĂůůǇ ƐƵīĞƌĞĚ Ă ůŽƚ ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞƐĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ͘ KĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕
ƚŚĞƐĞǁŽƌůĚůǇƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐƐǁŝůůŚĂǀĞƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƌĞǁĂƌĚƐǁŝƚŚ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͘
No doubt God will recompense you vastly.
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ŶĚ/ƐĂŝĚ͗ƚƌƵĞ͕ǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌŝƐ'ŽĚ͛Ɛǁŝůů͕/ŵƵƐƚďĞƚŚĂŶŬĨƵůĂŶĚ/ĂŵƚŚĂŶŬĨƵů͘
tĞĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚŽƵƌŝŶƟŵĂƚĞ͕ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂŶĚ
I wish that my other daughters would have been present in such a conspicuous
ŵĞĞƟŶŐƚŽƐĞĞƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŽĐůŽƐĞůǇ͘
&ŝŶĂůůǇǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂŝĚ͗Well, lady, I am very pleased to have met you
ĂŶĚǇŽƵƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐ͘dŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚƚŚĞŶ͕ǁŚŝůĞŽīĞƌŝŶŐĂŐŝŌƚŽŵĞ͕ĂĚĚƐ͗dŚŝƐŝƐĂ
ŵĞŵŽƌǇͲƐĂŬĞ͖ŝƚƐŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůǀĂůƵĞŝƐŶŽƚƚŽďĞĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ͘
/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁŚŽǁƚŽƚŚĂŶŬŚŝŵďǇǁŽƌĚƐ͘ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ǁĞĂůůƐĂǇƚŚĂƚǁĞĂƌĞƌĞĂůůǇ
ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůƚŽŚŝŵĨŽƌǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƵƐ͘
DǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁƐĂǇƐ͗dŚĞĨĂĐƚƚŚĂƚǇŽƵ͕ŝŶƐƉŝƚĞŽĨĂůůǇŽƵƌĚĂŝůǇƉƌĞŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶƐ͕
ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚƐŽŵĞŽĨǇŽƵƌƟŵĞƚŽƵƐŝƐĂŐƌĞĂƚŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐ͘
ŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͗No, this is also a great task.
Well, I am delighted to have met him and I feel a sort of indescribable happiness.
The Leader’s last words were:
 ـI pray to God that if He will, you will be happy, successful and blessed by
'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͕ŐŽŽĚďǇĞ͘
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ŐĂŝŶƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐŝƐĐŚŽŬŝŶŐŵĞ͖ƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŝƚ͛ƐƚŚĞĚĞƉĂƌƚƵƌĞŽĨƚŚŝƐŬŝŶĚ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘/ǁĂŶƚ
ƚŽŐŽŽƵƚƐĂǇŝŶŐ͚ŐŽŽĚͲďǇĞ͛ƚŽŚŝŵĂŐĂŝŶďƵƚŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐƚĞůůŵĞŶŽƚƚŽĚŽƐŽ͘
/ƐĂǇ͗K͘Ŭ͘ƚŚĞŶůĞƚŵĞƐĞĞŚŝŵŐŽŝŶŐĂǁĂǇĨƌŽŵƚŚĞǁŝŶĚŽǁ͘/ƚ͛ƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐƚŚĂƚ
ŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐ͕ďĞůŽǁƵƐŽƌŽǀĞƌƵƐ͕ŶŽŶĞŚĂǀĞŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĞĐŽŵŝŶŐĂŶĚŐŽŝŶŐ
ŽĨǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͊
Then I only look at him going away and pray to God for his health and long years
of his life with wet eyes and say in my heart: oh God, keep him safe.

***
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The Nahatak area
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The family of MartyrWĂǇůĂŬǀĞĚŝĂŶ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1984ͬ12ͬ29

The Photo of

Martyr Paylak Avedian
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶĞǌĨƵů͕<ŚƵǌŝƐƚĂŶ
Martyred on 1980ͬ10ͬ15

I am the elder brother of Paylak, I have 8 brothers and sisters. He was the third
child in the family, younger than me and one of my sisters. We were all born in
&ĞƌĂǇĚŽƵŶͲƐŚĂŚƌ͕/ƐĨĂŚĂŶĂŶĚůŝǀĞĚƚŚĞƌĞ͘ĨĞǁǇĞĂƌƐďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶŽƵƌĞůĚĞƐƚƐŝƐƚĞƌŐŽƚŵĂƌƌŝĞĚĂŶĚǁĞŶƚƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶ͘/ĐĂŵĞƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶĂŌĞƌ
ŚĞƌ͖ĂĨĞǁǇĞĂƌƐůĂƚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞĨĂŵŝůǇŵŽǀĞĚƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶ͘
My father was a farmer in Isfahan but when we came to Tehran he worked at a
ŵĞĂƚĐŽŵƉĂŶǇĐĂůůĞĚ͞'ƵƐŚƟƌĂŶ͘͟
Paylak helped father in Isfahan but in Tehran he worked at a very high-class
ƌĞƐƚĂƵƌĂŶƚ͘,ĞǁĂƐǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚĂƚƉƵďůŝĐƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚŚĞĂůƐŽƐƉŽŬĞŶŐůŝƐŚĂƉĂƌƚ
ĨƌŽŵWĞƌƐŝĂŶĂŶĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͘,ĞĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚŚŝƐŶŐůŝƐŚƐƚƵĚŝĞƐĂƚĂůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞŝŶƐƟƚƵƚĞŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ͘WĂǇůĂŬǁĂƐĂǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚͲůŽŽŬŝŶŐƐƉŽƌƚƐŵĂŶǁŝƚŚĂŚĂŶĚƐŽŵĞ
ďŽĚǇ͘ůůŚŝƐƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐƐŚŽǁƚŚŝƐ͘,ĞǁĂƐĂǀĞƌǇƚĂůĞŶƚĞĚƉĞƌƐŽŶƚŽŽ͘/ŶƚŚĞ
ƌĞƐƚĂƵƌĂŶƚǁŚĞŶŚĞǁĂƐĨƌĞĞ͕ŚĞƵƐĞĚƚŽƉůĂǇƚŚĞƉŝĂŶŽ͕ĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƐŽŵĞƟŵĞ͕ŚĞ
played the piano very well without ever having had a teacher!
DŽƐƚŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚŽĨĂůů͕ǁĂƐŚŝƐŐƌĞĂƚŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐ͘ůůŚŝƐǁĂŐĞƐǁĞƌĞƐƉĞŶƚŽŶ
gifts for brothers and sisters or helping with the everyday expenses of the
family. In the same year when he was martyred, he had purchased some
gold for our mother. My mother later put the purchase bill inside Paylak’s
album.
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purchase bill

When she paged through the album, she would look at the bill and weep and
say: “Oh my son, I love you, your whole thought was to make others happy”
WĂǇůĂŬǁĂƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶďŽƚŚƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůĂŶĚŵŽĚĞƌŶƐƉŽƌƚƐĂŶĚŶŽďŽĚǇĐŽƵůĚ
beat him in a wrist match.
When he was about to join the military, we all felt uncomfortable but my father
ǁĂƐ ƚŚĞ ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶ͘ ,Ğ ǁĂƐ ŚĂƉƉǇ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŚĞ ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ŶŽǁ ŚŝƐ ƐŽŶ ŚĂĚ
ďĞĐŽŵĞĂŵĂƚƵƌĞŵĂŶ͘,ĞĞǀĞŶďŽƵŐŚƚĂƐŚĞĞƉĂŶĚƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĚŝƚĨŽƌŚŝŵ͘,Ğ
ƐĂŝĚƚŽWĂǇůĂŬ͗ǁŚĞŶǇŽƵƌŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞŝƐŽǀĞƌ͕/͚ůůŵǇƐĞůĨĮŶĚĂƉƌŽƉĞƌŐŝƌůƚŽ
marry you!
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ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ ǁŚĞŶ ŚĞ ďĞŐĂŶ ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĂƌŵǇ͕ ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ ŶŽ ǁĂƌ͘ ,ŝƐ ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ
course was in Birjand and later he was sent to Mashhad. But a few months later
ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞǁĂƌƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĚŝƐƉĂƚĐŚĞĚƚŽĂǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚŝŶĞǌĨƵů͘^ŽŵĞŽĨŚŝƐ
comrades told him: we must desert the war-front, but he had refused and enĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚŽƚŚĞƌƐƚŽƐƚĂǇĂŶĚĮŐŚƚĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘,ĞŚĂĚƚŽůĚƚŚĞŵ͗KŶĞĚĂǇ
ǁĞ͛ůůĂůůĚŝĞ͕ĚĞĂƚŚŝƐĂƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƟŵĞƐďĞƩĞƌƚŚĂŶĂŚƵŵŝůŝĂƚĞĚůŝĨĞƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞ
ĂŐŐƌĞƐƐŽƌƐ͕ŵƵĐŚďĞƩĞƌƚŽĚŝĞĚĞĨĞŶĚŝŶŐǇŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘
WĂǇůĂŬ͚ƐĂŶŽƚŚĞƌĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƚŝĐǁĂƐŚŝƐŐŝĨƚŽĨůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ͘tŚĞƌĞǀĞƌŚĞǁĂƐ
the people around would willingly choose him as manager or leader. Of
course he did not have the ambition to command and for this reason he
had refused to become a regular officer and remained a simple soldier. He
also used to read a lot of books to increase his knowledge. While serving
in the army he took many photographs that showed him using all sorts of
ǁĞĂƉŽŶƐ͖ŽŶĞƉŚŽƚŽĞǀĞŶƐŚŽǁĞĚŚŝŵĚƌŝǀŝŶŐĂdĂŶŬ͊ƵƚŝŶĨĂĐƚŚĞŶĞǀĞƌ
ƚŽůĚƵƐĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇĚƵƚŝĞƐ͖ŚĞƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐũŽŬĞĚĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗/ĐůĞĂŶƚŚĞ
area with a broom!
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KŶƚŚĞĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌŝĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŐĞŶŽĐŝĚĞŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶdƵƌŬĞǇ͕ŚĞǁĂƐŵŽƐƚĂĐƟǀĞ
ĂŶĚƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚůĞĂŇĞƚƐĂŶĚƉůĂĐĂƌĚƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐŚŽƌƌŝďůĞŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚĂŶĚŵĂŶǇƉŚŽƚŽƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŶŐ͘,ĞƵƐĞĚƚŽƐĂǇ͗dŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶDƵƐůŝŵƐŚĂǀĞĂůǁĂǇƐ
ďĞĞŶŬŝŶĚƚŽƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇǁŚĞŶŵĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞŵŵŝŐƌĂƚĞĚƚŽ/ƌĂŶĂŌĞƌďĞŝŶŐƚƌĞĂƚĞĚƐŽŚŽƌƌŝďůǇďǇƚŚĞdƵƌŬƐĂŶĚůĂƚĞƌďǇƚŚĞ^ŽǀŝĞƚŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚƐŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂ͘,ĞƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĞĚ͗dŚĞdƵƌŬƐĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůƐŝƚĞƐďƵƚ
the Iranians have always helped us to repair them.
,ĞĂůƐŽĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚĂůůƚŚĞƉĂŵƉŚůĞƚƐ͕ůĞƩĞƌƐĂŶĚƉŚŽƚŽƐĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐƚŚĞDĂƐƐĂĐƌĞ
of the 24ƚŚƉƌŝůĞĂĐŚǇĞĂƌ͘/ŶƚŚĞǇĞĂƌŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŚĞĐĂŵĞƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶƚŽƚĂŬĞ
part in the 24ƚŚƉƌŝůĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘
Two special days in my life that I never forget were: the day I was asked to go to
ƚŚĞŵŽƌŐƵĞƚŽŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐďŽĚǇĂŶĚƚŚĞĚĂǇǁŚĞŶǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ
was the guest in our house.
This is how we heard about martyrdom: I was at home and so were my father
ĂŶĚŐƌĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘ƐŽůĚŝĞƌĐĂŵĞĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚƵƐƚŽŐŽƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƌŐƵĞƚŽŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŵǇ
ĚĞĂĚďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͖ƚŚĞƚŚƌĞĞŽĨƵƐǁĞŶƚƚŚĞƌĞ͘dŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞĂůůǁĞĞƉŝŶŐĂŶĚ
wailing. In a corner of the morgue, there were the bodies of 3ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘
dŚĞĮƌƐƚďŽĚǇďĞůŽŶŐĞĚƚŽĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶǁŚŽƐĞĨĂŵŝůǇĚŝĚŶŽƚǇĞƚŬŶŽǁĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐ
martyrdom: a soldier had gone to meet his family and to give them the news but
he had seen that a wedding ceremony was going on, the wedding of the martyr’s
brother! So he did not tell them about the martyr because the wedding would have
ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚŝŶƚŽǁĂŝůŝŶŐĂŶĚŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐ͘dŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚďŽĚǇǁĂƐƚŚĂƚŽĨƵƌŝŬDŽƌĂĚŝĂŶ
ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƚŚŝƌĚ ďŽĚǇ ďĞůŽŶŐĞĚ ƚŽ ŵǇ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ WĂǇůĂŬ͘  ďƵůůĞƚ ŚĂƐ ƉŝĞƌĐĞĚ ŚŝƐ ůĞŌ
ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌďĞŚŝŶĚƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚ͙ǁĞůů͕ůĞƚŵĞƐĂǇŶŽŵŽƌĞ͕ŝŶƐŚŽƌƚWĂǇůĂŬĂŶĚƵƌŝŬ
ǁĞƌĞĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŽĨƚŚĞǁĂƌĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ/ƌĂŶ͘dŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŬŝůůĞĚƐŽŵĞ4 days
ŝŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶďƵƚƚŚĞďŽĚŝĞƐǁĞƌĞƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌĞĚƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶĂƚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƟŵĞ͘WĂǇůĂŬǁĂƐ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶĞǌĨƵůĂŶĚƵƌŝŬŝŶWŝƌĂŶͲƐŚĂŚƌ͘
>ĞƚŵĞƚĞůůǇŽƵƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚŵǇŐƌĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌ͗ŚĞǁĂƐĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƉƌŝĞƐƚĂŶĚ
ŐƌĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌŽŶŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐƐŝĚĞ͖ŚŝƐŶĂŵĞǁĂƐƐŚĂŵƌĂŬĞůŝĂŶ͘zŽƵƐĞĞƚŚĞŵ
ŝŶƚŚŝƐƉŝĐƚƵƌĞ͘ƐǇŽƵƐĞĞŵǇŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇĂƉŚŽƚŽͲŐĞŶŝĐƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘
DǇ ŐƌĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌ ǁĂƐ Ă ĨĂŵŽƵƐ ƉƌŝĞƐƚ͕ Ăůů ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ ŬŶĞǁ Śŝŵ͘ ŌĞƌ WĂǇůĂŬ͛Ɛ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ŚĞƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚƚŚĂƚǁĞƐĞƚĂƐŝĚĞĂƉŝĞĐĞŽĨůĂŶĚŝŶƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐĞŵ-
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ĞƚĞƌǇĐĂůůĞĚ͞EĂŚĂƚĂŬ͕͟ĂƐŝĨŚĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇŬŶĞǁƚŚĂƚŵĂŶǇŵŽƌĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐǁŽƵůĚ
be killed in this war. If you visit the cemetery, you’ll see the Nahatak area in the
midelle of the cemetery.

The visit
dŚĞĚĂǇ͕ŝŶĨĂĐƚƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĂƚ/͛ůůŶĞǀĞƌĨŽƌŐĞƚŝƐǁŚĞŶǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ
came to see us in our house. This was a very happy, sweet occasion, unlike the
ƐĂĚĚĂǇǁŚĞŶ/ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐďŽĚǇ͘&ŽƌŵĞ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĂĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŶŽƚĂƚĂůůůŝŬĞǁŚĂƚ/ŚĂĚƐĞĞŶŽŶƚŚĞƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶŽŶŽĸĐŝĂůŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐ͗,ĞǁĂƐƐŽǁĂƌŵͲŚĞĂƌƚĞĚ͕ŝŶƟŵĂƚĞ͕ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĂŶĚůŽǀŝŶŐ͕ũƵƐƚůŝŬĞĂǀĞƌǇŬŝŶĚ
member of our own family.
In the morning my mother telephoned me and said: we have guests this eveŶŝŶŐ͕ƐŽĐŽŵĞŚŽŵĞƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚĂŌĞƌǇŽƵƌǁŽƌŬ͘dŚĂƚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ/ĮƌƐƚƉĂŝĚĂǀŝƐŝƚƚŽ
ŵǇĮĂŶĐĠ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚǁŚĞŶŚĞƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂƐŬĞĚĂďŽƵƚŵǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĞĚ
ǁŚĂƚ ŵǇ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ŚĂĚ ƐĂŝĚ ĂŶĚ ƌƵƐŚĞĚ ŚŽŵĞ͘  /ƚ ǁĂƐ ĨŽƵƌ ǇĞĂƌƐ ĂŌĞƌ WĂǇůĂŬ͛Ɛ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵǁŚĞŶƚŚĞǁĂƌǁĂƐƐƟůůƌĂŐŝŶŐ͘tŚĞŶ/ƌĞĂĐŚĞĚŚŽŵĞ͕/ŶŽƟĐĞĚƚǁŽ
unfamiliar persons at the entrance-door. I was asked who I was and then they let
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ŵĞŝŶ͘ǁŚĞŶ/ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞ͕/ǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇĂƐƚŽŶŝƐŚĞĚ͗ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕
then the president, was warmly talking with my parents!
tŚĞŶ/ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶͲƌŽŽŵ͕ŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚŵĞƚŽƚŚĞƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ
saying: This is the elder brother of the martyred brother and eldest of my chilĚƌĞŶ͘ dŚĞ ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ ƌŽƐĞ ƵƉ ĨƌŽŵ ŚŝƐ ĐŚĂŝƌ ƌĞƐƉĞĐƞƵůůǇ ĂŶĚ ƐĂŝĚ ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͛ ŝŶ Ă
friendly way. To us it was a memorable evening. Mr. Khamenei talked to all of
us in turn. He asked my younger brother and sister about their schools, their
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶďŽŽŬƐ͘,ĞĂůƐŽĞǆƉůĂŝŶĞĚƚŽƵƐŚŽǁŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŚĞ
ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞŽĨƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐĂŶĚĮŐŚƚĞƌƐƐƵĐŚĂƐWĂǇůĂŬǁĂƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĨƵƚƵƌĞŽĨŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘
DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌďƌŽƵŐŚƚĂƉŚŽƚŽŽĨŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌŝŶĂĨƌĂŵĞĂŶĚƐŚŽǁĞĚŝƚƚŽǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ
Khamenei and he studied the photo with great interest, well, I may say again
that I will never forget that evening.

Chapter 2
The year 1981

Five
Razmik
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǀŝƐŝƚƐ
the Family Of martyrZĂǌŵŝŬĂǀŽƵĚŝĂŶ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗ 1997ͬ12ͬ25

The Photo of

The martyr Razmik Davoudian
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶďĂĚĂŶ͕<ŚƵǌŝƐƚĂŶ
Martyred on 1981ͬ5ͬ17

Since I was a child, I could tell whether a person was happy, angry or kind by
his looks.
ŶĚƚŽĚĂǇǁŚĞŶ/ƌĞĂĐŚĞĚŚŽŵĞ͕/ŶŽƟĐĞĚĂƐƵƐƉŝĐŝŽƵƐͲůŽŽŬŝŶŐŵĂŶƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŝŶ
front of our house. I go towards him and ask: Why are standing here? He says:
ƌĞǇŽƵĂƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŽĨƚŚŝƐŚŽƵƐĞ͍ŶĚĂŌĞƌ/ƐĂǇ͚zĞƐ͛ŚĞĂƐŬƐ͗ƌĞǇŽƵĂŵĞŵďĞƌ
ŽĨĂǀŽƵĚŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇ͍/ĂŶƐǁĞƌ͗ĂǀŽƵĚŝĂŶŝƐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŶĂŵĞŽĨŵǇǁŝĨĞĂŶĚƚŚŝƐ
place is my father-in-law’s house. He opens the entrance-door for me saying:
Forgive me, I didn’t recognize you. I ask him: But you didn’t introduce yourself.
,ĞƐĂǇƐ͗/͛ŵĂŐƵĞƐƚ͘/ĞŶƋƵŝƌĞĂŐĂŝŶ͗ǁĞůů͕ŝĨǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĂŐƵĞƐƚ͕ǁŚǇĂƌĞǇŽƵƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ
ŚĞƌĞ͍,ĞƐĂǇƐ͗zŽƵũƵƐƚŐŽŝŶĂŶĚǇŽƵ͛ůůŬŶŽǁǁŚǇ͊
While entering the house, I say to myself: What sort of a guest is he who stands
ŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞůŝŬĞĂŐƵĂƌĚ͊tŚĞŶ/ŐŽƵƉƚŽƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚŇŽŽƌ͕/ƐĞĞĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ
ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨƚŚĞƌŽŽŵǁŚŽĂƐŬƐŵĞƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĂǀŽƵĚian’s son-in-law, I answer.
K͘Ŭ͕͘WůĞĂƐĞŐŽŝŶ͘ƚŚƌĞĞƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌƐĂƌĞƚŚĞƌĞƚŽŽ͖ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽŵǇ
father-in-law, the father of Haikanush, my wife. Now Haikanush rushes toward
ŵĞĂŶĚ/ĂƐŬŚĞƌ͗ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐŐŽŝŶŐŽŶ͍ŽǁĞŚĂǀĞŐƵĞƐƚƐ͍ĞĨŽƌĞ,ĂŝŬĂŶƵƐŚ͛ƐĂŶƐǁĞƌƚŽŵǇƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͕ŚĞƌĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽŝƐŽŶůǇ3 meters away, introduces me to
ƚŚŽƐĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůŐƵĞƐƚƐŝŶĂůĂƵĚǀŽŝĐĞ͗dŚŝƐŝƐŵǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ͕ǀĂŶĞƐ͕ĂŶĚ͕ƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ
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ƚŽŵĞƐĂǇƐ͗ƚŚĞƐĞŐƵĞƐƚƐĂƌĞŚĞƌĞƚŽĞŶƋƵŝƌĞĂďŽƵƚZĂǌŵŝŬĨƌŽŵƵƐ͘
ƐƐŽŽŶĂƐ/ŚĞĂƌƚŚĞŶĂŵĞZĂǌŵŝŬ͕ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐďĞĐŽŵĞƐĐůĞĂƌŝŶŵǇŵŝŶĚ͗ƚŚĞ
ŐƵĂƌĚƐ͕ƚŚĞƐƵƐƉŝĐŝŽƵƐůŽŽŬƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŐƵĂƌĚƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶŝŶŐŵĞ͘dŚĞŶ/ƚĂŬĞĂĨĞǁ
ƐƚĞƉƐĨŽƌǁĂƌĚĂŶĚĂƐŬ͗/ƐǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŐŽŝŶŐƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƵƐ͍
EŽǁ͕ĂŌĞƌƐŽŵĞ5ǇĞĂƌƐ͕/ƐƟůůƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐǀŝǀŝĚůǇ͘ĂƌůŝĞƌ
they had telephoned and said: we would like to come and congratulate ChristŵĂƐƚŽǇŽƵ͘ŶǇǁĂǇ͕/ĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶǇŵǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐͲŝŶͲůĂǁƚŽƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚĚŽŽƌ͘ŌĞƌĂ
ĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐƚŚĞĚŽŽƌŝƐŽƉĞŶĞĚĂŶĚƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚƐƚĞƉƐŝŶƚŽƚŚĞĐŽƵƌƚͲǇĂƌĚ͘,Ğ͕
ĂŌĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͛ƚŽƚŚĞŵ͕ĂƐŬƐƚŚĞŵƚŽůĞĂĚƚŚĞǁĂǇďƵƚŵǇŝŶͲůĂǁƐĚŽŶŽƚ
want to walk ahead of him. So he walks up the stairs and we follow him. Then he
ƐŵŝůĞƐĂŶĚǁĂƌŵůǇƚĂůŬƐƚŽ,ĂŝŬĂŶŽƵƐŚĂŶĚƐŚĞƉŽůŝƚĞůǇŽīĞƌƐŚŝŵĂŶĂƌŵĐŚĂŝƌ͘
dŚĞ ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ͕ ďĞĨŽƌĞ ƐŝƫŶŐ ĚŽǁŶ͕ ƐĂǇƐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͗ please
come and sit down next to me.,ĞĮƌƐƚĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞƐƵƐĂůůĨŽƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞŶ ĂƐŬ ZĂǌŵŝŬ͛Ɛ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ ƚŽ ŐŝǀĞ Śŝŵ ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ ŚŝƐ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ
son. He talks fully about him and whenever he pauses, Haikanoush and I help
ŚŝŵƚŽĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞŚŝƐĞǆƉůĂŶĂƟŽŶ͘
Well, Razmik, may God have mercy on him, went to war-fronts as soon as the
ǁĂƌďĞŐĂŶ͖ŵŽƐƚŽĨƚŚĞƟŵĞŚĞǁĂƐŝŶďĂĚĂŶĂŶĚ<ŚŽƌƌĂŵͲƐŚĂŚƌ;ƚŚĞƐĞƚǁŽ
ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐĐŝƟĞƐĂƌĞũŽŝŶĞĚďǇĂďƌŝĚŐĞŽŶƚŚĞďŽƌĚĞƌŽĨ/ƌĂŶͲ/ƌĂƋ͖ƚŚĞŝƌƉĞŽƉůĞ
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ĚĞĨĞŶĚĞĚƚŚĞĐŝƟĞƐĨŽƌƐŽŵĞ40 days with ordinary weapons) and he was martyred in the middle of the year 1981ŝŶŵĂŶͲƚŽͲŵĂŶĮŐŚƚƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĂŐŐƌĞƐƐŽƌ
soldiers. Many bullets had pierced his chest and its sides.
ƵƚďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞǁĂƌ͕ZĂǌŵŝŬǁĂƐĂůƐŽǀĞƌǇĂĐƟǀĞŝŶƚŚĞƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐƌĞŐŝŵĞĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǀŝĐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶǁĂƐĐŚŽƐĞŶĂƐĂŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨƚŚĞDĂũŝĚŝǇĞŚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚŽŵŵŝƩĞĞĂŶĚƐĞƌǀĞĚĂƐĂƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂƌǇŐƵĂƌĚĨŽƌ
some 15 months.
dŚĞ ǀĞƌǇ ĮƌƐƚ ĚĂǇƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ǁĂƌ͕ ŚĞ ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌĞĚ ƚŽ ŐŽ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐ ďƵƚ ŚĞ
was told that he had 4 months before he could enroll. He had insisted that he
couldn’t wait 4ŵŽŶƚŚƐ ƚŽŐŽĂŶĚ ĚĞĨĞŶĚŚŝƐ ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘,ĞĮŶĂůůǇ ƐƵĐĐĞĞĚĞĚŝŶ
serving as a soldier. He used to say: the enemy is in our lands, it’s treasonous not
ƚŽŐŽĂŶĚŚĞůƉƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚĂƚƐƵĐŚĐƌŝƟĐĂůƟŵĞƐ͘
dŚĞǀĞƌǇůĂƐƚƟŵĞŚĞĐĂŵĞƚŽƵƐǁĂƐĂƚĂƐƚĞƌŽĨƚŚĂƚǇĞĂƌĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƚŚĞŶŚĞĚŝĚ
ŶŽƚƐƚĂǇƟůůƚŚĞĂƐƚĞƌĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚƚŽǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐǁŚĞŶ͕ŝŶŚŝƐǀĞƌǇ
ůĂƐƚůĞƩĞƌ͕ŚĞĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞĚƵƐŽŶƚŚĞŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶŽĨĂƐƚĞƌ͘,ĞǁƌŽƚĞ͗
DǇĚĞĂƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕ŚŽǁĂƌĞǇŽƵ͍/ŚŽƉĞǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĂůůǁĞůůĂŶĚŝŶŐŽŽĚŚĞĂůƚŚ͘
ŽŶ͛ƚǁŽƌƌǇĂďŽƵƚŵĞ͕/͛ŵƐƟůůĂůŝǀĞ͘,ŽƉĞƚŽƐĞĞǇŽƵĂŐĂŝŶ͘/ĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞƚŚĞĂƐƚĞƌƚŽĂůůŽĨǇŽƵ͘ĨĞǁĚĂǇƐĂŐŽǁĞĐĂŵĞƚŽďĂĚĂŶ͕ŝƚ͛ƐǀĞƌǇ
ŚŽƚŚĞƌĞ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞƐĞĂƌĞƉĂƐƐŝŶŐƉĞƌŝŽĚƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚŝƐŽƉƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ ŶĂƟŽŶ
ŶĞĞĚƐŽƵƌŚĞůƉ͘͟,ĞĂĚĚĞĚ͗͞ĞĂƌŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŚŽǁĂƌĞǇŽƵ͕ĚŽŶ͛ƚǇŽƵĞǀĞƌ
ǁŽƌƌǇĂďŽƵƚŵĞ͕/͛ŵƋƵŝƚĞǁĞůůĂŶĚ/͛ŵƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞĚĂǇǁŚĞŶ/ĞŵďƌĂĐĞǇŽƵŝŶŵǇĂƌŵƐ͕ƚŚĂƚĚĂǇ/͛ĚďĞƚŚĞůƵĐŬŝĞƐƚƉĞƌƐŽŶŽŶĞĂƌƚŚ͘,Ğ
ĂĚĚĞĚ͗ ĞĂƌ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ ƐŽůƵƚĞ ŵǇ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ ,ĞƌŽƐ͕ EĂƌŝŵĂŶ͕ ũĂŶŝŬ͕ ,ĞƌĂŶĚ
ĂŶĚŶĚƌĞ͘/ĞǆƉĞĐƚƚŚĂƚŶĚƌĞĂŶĚ,ĞƌĂŶĚĚŽǁĞůůŝŶƚŚĞŝƌƐƚƵĚŝĞƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞŝƌĞǆĂŵƐĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŶĞĂƌ͘tĞĮŐŚƚŚĞƌĞƐŽƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŚĞŝƌƐƚƵĚŝĞƐƚŽďĞƵƐĞĨƵůĨŽƌŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘/ƐĂǇƐĂůĂĂŵĂŶĚƐĂůƵƚĞŵǇ
ƐŝƐƚĞƌƐZŽǌŝŬĂŶĚ,ĂŝŬĂŶŽƵƐŚ͘WůĞĂƐĞƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŵĞƚŽĂůůŽƵƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐ
ĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͘

/ŵĂŐĞŽĨĂůĞƩĞƌĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƚŽŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇ
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tĞŵŝƐƐĞĚ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘,ĞǁĂƐŽŶůǇ4 years old when his father
ĚŝĞĚ͘ ZĂǌŵŝŬ ŽŌĞŶ ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ Śŝŵ ŚŽŵĞ͕ ƉůĂǇĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ Śŝŵ ĂŶĚ ǁĂƐ ǀĞƌǇ ŬŝŶĚ ƚŽ
Śŝŵ͘ tŚĞŶ ǁĞ ĂƐŬĞĚ ZĂǌŵŝŬ ǁŚǇ ŚĞ ƉĂŝĚ ƐŽ ŵƵĐŚ ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚŝƐ ĐŚŝůĚ͕ ŚĞ
said: He’s an orphan and being an orphan is tough. Hussein, our neighbor, who is
DƵƐůŝŵŚĂƐŶŽǁŵĂƌƌŝĞĚĂŶĚŚĂƐĂĐŚŝůĚ͘ŶĚŶŽǁ͕ƐŽŵĞ14ǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌZĂǌŵŝŬ͛Ɛ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ŚĞĂŶĚŚŝƐǁŝĨĞŽŌĞŶǀŝƐŝƚZĂǌŵŝŬ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘/ǁŝƐŚŚĞǁĂƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ
ĂƚƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚƚĞůůĂǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂďŽƵƚZĂǌŵŝŬ͛ƐƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƚǇ͘
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕,ĂŝŬĂŶŽƵƐŚŐĞƚƐƵƉĂŶĚŚĂŶĚƐƚŚĞĂůďƵŵƐŚĞŚĂƐĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚǁŝƚŚZĂǌŵŝŬ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽƐƚŽǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͘
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ŶĚŚĞ͕ĂůƌĞĂĚǇƚŽƵĐŚĞĚďǇƚŚĞŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶƐŽĨZĂǌŵŝŬ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ƉĂŐĞƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ
the album and looks at the photos deeply. In the album, apart from photos of
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƉĞƌŝŽĚƐŝŶZĂǌŵŝŬ͛ƐůŝĨĞ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŚŝƐůĞƩĞƌƐ͕ŚŝƐǁŝůůĂŶĚĐƵƫŶŐƐĨƌŽŵ
newspapers about his martyrdom.
/ƚƚĂŬĞƐŚŝŵƐĂŵĞƟŵĞƚŽůŽŽŬĂƚƚŚĞƉŝĞĐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞĂůďƵŵ͕ƐŽĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇĂŶĚĂƚƚĞŶƟǀĞůǇĂƐŝĨŚĞǁĞƌĞƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐƐŽŵĞŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͕ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚĂůĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͖ŚĞ
reads the will word for word.
ŌĞƌƐƵĐŚĂŶŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚƌĞƉĞĂƚƐƚŚĞŶĂŵĞ͗͞Razmik, Razmik, Razmik͟ŝŶĂǀŽŝĐĞŽĨŐƌĞĂƚĂĚŵŝƌĂƟŽŶ͘

Haikanoush and I explain the meaning of the word Razmik in Persian as “warrior
ŽƌĮŐŚƚĞƌ͟ĂŶĚǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ŝƚŚĂƐƚŚĞƌŽŽƚŽĨ͞ZĂǌŵ͟ŝŶWĞƌsian.tĞŶŽǁŶŽƟĐĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǁŽƌĚƐZĂǌŵŝŬŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂŶĚ͞ZĂǌŵĂŶĚĞŚ͟ŝŶ
WĞƌƐŝĂŶŚĂǀĞĂĐŽŵŵŽŶƌŽŽƚ͖ǁĞŚĂĚŶ͛ƚŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚŝƐďĞĨŽƌĞ͘
ŌĞƌƚŚŝƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚĂƐŬƐƵƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞĂŶĚƐĐƌŝƉƚ͘ŶĚǁĞ
tell him that our script consists of 38ůĞƩĞƌƐŽĨĂůƉŚĂďĞƚĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŝƚŝƐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ
ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞWĞƌƐŝĂŶĂůƉŚĂďĞƚ͘dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂůƐŽƚĞůůƐƵƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƐŽŵĞƌŵĞnian elements in a few Iranian dialects such as Isfahani, Behbahani as well as
ǌĞƌďĂŝũĂŶŝdƵƌŬŝƐŚĂŶĚĐŝƚĞƐƐŽŵĞƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ͘

94  Christ in the Night of Glory

Haikanoush says: We didn’t know these facts.
Then tea is brought and the Leader picks the cup while Razmik’s father, in reply
ƚŽǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐŚŝƐŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ͕ƐĂǇƐ͗/ǁĂƐĂĐŚĞĨ
in the Italian Church on France Street.
The Leader asks: ƌĞǇŽƵƌĨŽŽĚĂŶĚŵĞĂůƐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵŽƵƌƐ͍
 ـNo, it’s the same.
ـƐĂŶĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ĚŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞZĞƐŚƚĞŚƐƚĞǁŽƌŚĞůŽͲ'ƵƐŚƚ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ǇĞƐ͕ǁĞĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƚŚĞŵĂůů͘
 ـWell, you say you’re a cook, a chef, then do you help your wife in cooking
or not?
tĞĂůůůĂƵŐŚĂŶĚ,ĂŝŬĂŶŽƵƐŚƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ŚĞŚĞůƉƐĂůŽƚ͘Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐŵŝůĞƐĂƚ
father and he says: even my children know how to cook.
/ ǁŝƐŚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚŝƐ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ ǁŽƵůĚ ŶŽƚ ĞŶĚ ƐŽŽŶ͘ dŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ ĂƐŬƐ͗ Ž ǇŽƵ ŐŽ ƚŽ
church regularly? Father answers: Twice a week.
The Leader then turns to us and asks:
 ـzŽƵǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ĚŽǇŽƵŐŽƚŽŽ͍
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I say: On Saturdays, we have a special program, so we go to church Saturday
evenings.
 ـIs there a church near your house?
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŽŶĞŶŽƚĨĂƌĨƌŽŵŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘
ـŽǇŽƵŬŶŽǁŚŽǁŵĂŶǇĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ͍
 ـI think there are some 15 churches, I answer.
ـŶĚDƌ͘ƌĚĂĂŬDĂŶŽƵŬŝĂŶ͕ǁŚŝĐŚĐŚƵƌĐŚĚŽĞƐŚĞƉƌĞĂĐŚŝŶ͍
 ـHe is usually at the Villa Street Church.
dŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚĞůůƐƵƐĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐĂĐƋƵĂŝŶƚĂŶĐĞǁŝƚŚŝƐŚŽƉDŽŶŽƵŬŝĂŶ͗
 ـIn the early days of my presidency, in 1981͕ŚĞĐĂŵĞƚŽŵĞĞƚŵĞ͘ƐǇŽƵ
ŬŶŽǁŚĞŝƐĂ>ĞďĂŶĞƐĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͕ŚĞĐĂŵĞƚŽ/ƌĂŶĂŶĚǁĂƐĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ
ĂƐƚŚĞ'ƌĂŶĚͲŝƐŚŽƉŽĨ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶͲƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ͘/ŐŽƚƚŽŬŶŽǁŚŝŵ
ďĞƩĞƌƚŚĞŶ͘
dŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚĂƐŬƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚ4-year-old girl who is playing in the room.
/ƐĂǇ͗ƐŚĞ͛ƐĐĂůůĞĚƌŝǇĞůĂǁŚŽƐĞƉĂƚĞƌŶĂůĂŶĚŵĂƚĞƌŶĂůƵŶĐůĞƐĂƌĞďŽƚŚŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ
He then asks my mother: dŚŝƐůŝƩůĞŐŝƌůŝƐǇŽƵƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŽƌǇŽƵƌŐƌĂŶĚͲĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͍
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My mother points at Haikanoush and says: she’s her daughter. Then the Leader
ƚĞůůƐƌŝǇĞůĂ͗ŽŵĞ͕ůŝƩůĞŐŝƌůĂŶĚƐŝƚŽŶŵǇůĂƉ͘Then he kisses her and touches
ŚĞƌŚĂŝƌƐŽŌůǇ͘,ĂŝŬĂŶŽƵƐŚ͕ǁŚŽŚĂƐǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͕ƐĂǇƐ͗ƌŝǇĞůĂŵĞĂŶƐ͞ĂůŝŽŶĞƐ͊͟
He smiles and then says: tĞůů͕ŽƵƌƉƵƌƉŽƐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐǀŝƐŝƚǁĂƐƚŽƐĂǇĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƟom to you on the occasion of Christmas, to this father, the lady-mother, to you
all, and to remember your martyr, though some 15 years have passed since his
martyrdom ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶ͕ǁŝƚŚĂƐŵŝůĞ͕ŚĂŶĚƐŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌͲŝŶͲůĂǁĂŐŝŌ͘tĞĂůůƚŚĂŶŬ
ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĨŽƌƚĂŬŝŶŐƟŵĞƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƵƐ͘ŶĚĮŶĂůůǇŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗My God bless you all
and keep the rest of your children safe and sound. Good-bye to you all.

Six
Christ in the night of Glory
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The families of Martyrs͗,ĂŝƋĂŶĂŶĚĚŵŽŶĚDƵƐĞƐŝĂŶ
ŶĚŵĂƌƚǇƌ'ĂŐŝŬdŽƵŵĂŶŝĂŶ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1999ͬ1ͬ1

The Photo of

Martyr Haiqan Musesian
ƐƐĂƐƐŝŶĂƚĞĚŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ
Martyred on 1981ͬ9ͬ3

The Photo of

Martyr Edmond Musesian
ƐƐĂƐƐŝŶĂƚĞĚŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ
Martyred on 1981ͬ6ͬ13

The Photo of

Martyr Gagik Toumanian
Martyred in Marivan, Kurdestan
Martyred on 1987ͬ8ͬ15

/ŶƚŚĞEĂŵĞŽĨ'ŽĚ͕ƚŚĞĞŶĞĮĐĞŶƚ͕ƚŚĞDĞƌĐŝĨƵů
1͘/ŶĚĞĞĚtĞƐĞŶƚŝƚ*ĚŽǁŶ
tŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞEŝŐŚƚŽĨ'ůŽƌǇ
2͘ŶĚŚŽǁĐŽƵůĚǇŽƵŚĂǀĞŬŶŽǁŶ
dŚĞEŝŐŚƚŽĨ'ůŽƌǇ
3͘dŚĞEŝŐŚƚŽĨ'ůŽƌǇĚŽĞƐƚƌĂŶƐĐĞŶĚ͕
KĨŵŽŶƚŚƐ͕ĂƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚ
4͘dŚĞĂŶŐĞůƐĂŶĚƚŚĞ^Ɖŝƌŝƚ͕
ǇƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶ>ŽƌĚ͛ƐƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ͕
dŚĞƌĞŝŶĐŽŵĞĚŽǁŶ͕
ŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐĞǀĞƌǇŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ͖
5͘^ĂůĂĂŵƐŚĂůůƌĞŝŐŶ͕
dŝůůďƌĞĂŬŽĨĚĂǁŶ
;^ƵƌĂůͲYĂĚƌ͕97)

*ഩdŚĞYƵƌĂŶ͘

/ƚŝƐĂĐŽůĚǁŝŶƚĞƌĂŶĚƐƚƌĞĞƚƐĂƌĞĐŽǀĞƌĞĚǁŝƚŚŝĐĞĂŶĚƐŶŽǁ͘zĞƚǁĞĂƌĞĂůƐŽŶĞĂƌŝŶŐ
the end of the months of Ramadan, that is, the evening of the 23rd day when the
possibility of it being the Night of Glory is stronger than the two previous occasions
(19th and 21st). Thus this evening should be of great importance to all Muslims.
The most valuable month of the year is Ramadan and the highest night of this month
is the Night of Glory, the night in which the Holy Quran was sent down unto the
ŚĞĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞWƌŽƉŚĞƚ͘/ŶƐƵĐŚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐƐƚŚĞĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůƐƉĞŶĚƚŚĞŝƌƟŵĞŝŶƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ͕YƵƌĂŶ
ƌĞĐŝƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚďĞƐĞĞĐŚŝŶŐ'ŽĚ͕/ĂŵƚƌƵůǇƌĞƐƚůĞƐƐ͘/ƚŝƐƚŚĞŶŝŐŚƚǁŚĞŶƚŚĞĨƵƚƵƌĞŽĨ
ŵĂŶŬŝŶĚǁŝůůďĞĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ͘ŶĚ/ǁŽŶĚĞƌǁŚĂƚŐŽĞƐŽŶŝŶƚŚĞŵŝŶĚĂŶĚŚĞĂƌƚŽĨŽƵƌ
Leader who has so many engagements regarding our country and the world.
/ĂŵĂƚŚŽŵĞ͕ƐŝƫŶŐŽŶŵǇƉƌĂǇĞƌͲŵĂƚǁŚĞŶŽƵƌƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞƌŝŶŐƐĂŶĚ/ĂŵƚŽůĚ
that the Leader is to visit the families of some martyrs.
What! Very strange, at such a night. The evening and night devoted to worship
ĂŶĚƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ͘tŽƌƌŝĞĚĂŶĚŝƐĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ/ŐŽƚŽŵǇŽĸĐĞƚŽƚĂŬĞƐŽŵĞĐŽƉŝĞƐŽĨ
the Quran with me but I’m told that it is not necessary. To-night people place
Qurans on their heads. Why should we not take copies to the martyr families? I
ĂŵŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐƚŽďĞǀŝƐŝƚĞĚĂƌĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͘EŽǁ/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞƐĞĚĂǇƐĐŽŝŶĐŝĚĞǁŝƚŚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƵƐƵĂůůǇĐŚŽŽƐĞƐƚŚĞƐĞƟŵĞƐ
ƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘
dŚĞĐĂƌ/ĂŵŝŶĚƌŝǀĞƐďĞŚŝŶĚƚŚĞůĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐĐĂƌ͘tĞƐĞĞƉĞŽƉůĞŐŽŝŶŐƚŽŵŽƐƋƵĞƐ
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ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐ ĐĞƌĞŵŽŶŝĞƐ ŽĨ /ŵĂŵ ůŝ͛Ɛ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ ĂŶĚ ǁĞ ĂƌĞ ŐŽŝŶŐ ƚŽ
ŵĞĞƚƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͊/ƌĞĂůůǇĨĞĞůďĂĚďƵƚ͕ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞĐĂƌƐ
stop, I see the happy, smiling face of the Leader and I am spiritually elevated.
For some 40ǇĞĂƌƐŽĨŵǇĂĐƋƵĂŝŶƚĂŶĐĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŚŝƐĨĂĐĞĂŶĚĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ
ŚĂǀĞ ŶĞǀĞƌ ďĞĐŽŵĞ ƌĞƉĞƟƟǀĞ͖ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶƚƌĂƌǇ͕ ƐĞĞŝŶŐ Śŝŵ͕ / ďĞĐŽŵĞ ŵŽƌĞ
ŚƵŵďůĞĂŶĚŵŽƌĞƉĂƟĞŶƚ͘
Following the Leader we go up the stairs of the martyr’s family’s two-storey
ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͖ƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞŝƐŽŶƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚŇŽŽƌ͘dŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇŚĂƐƚǁŽŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕
ƚŚĞ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƐŽŶ ǁŚŽ ǁĞƌĞ ďŽƚŚ ŵƵƌĚĞƌĞĚ ŝŶ ƐƚƌĞĞƚ ĮŐŚƚƐ ďǇ ƐŽͲĐĂůůĞĚ
DŽũĂŚĞĚŝŶͲ<ŚĂůƋŽƌƚŚĞ,ǇƉŽĐƌŝƚĞƐĂƐƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂůůƚŚĞŵ͘
ďĞǁŝůĚĞƌĞĚ20-year old young man, who must be both the brother and son
ŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ŝƐƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞͲĚŽŽƌ͖ŚĞƐĂǇƐ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͛ĂŶĚǁĂƌŵůǇ
shakes hands with the Leader. We enter the house and a lady, about 60 years of
age, excitedly and repeatedly says: Welcome, welcome, you are most welcome,
and guides the Leader to their guest-room.
dŚĞ ƐŽŶ ƐƟůů ĚŽĞƐ ŶŽƚ ďĞůŝĞǀĞ ǁŚĂƚ ŚĞ ƐĞĞƐ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ůŽŽŬƐ ŚĂƉƉǇ ĂŶĚ
smiles. But the son is standing at the door in unbelief and so I take his hand and
ƐĂǇ͗>Ğƚ͛ƐŐŽŝŶ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝƐǁĂŝƟŶŐ͘ŶĚŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗ŽŚǇĞƐ͕ǇĞƐ͕ŶŽǁ/ďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚ͕
the Leader has come to meet us.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŝƚƐŽŶĂŶĂƌŵͲĐŚĂŝƌǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŽŶŚŝƐůĞŌĂŶĚƚŚĞƐŽŶŽŶŚŝƐ
right side. Opposite the armchair, there is a table, on which two photos of the
martyrs in frames are placed, the two martyrs of the Musesian family.
/ƚƐĞĞŵƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐŽŶŝƐƐƟůůĂŶǆŝŽƵƐ͖ŵĂǇďĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞŚĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶĂƐŚǇŽƌƉŚĂŶ
ĨŽƌǇĞĂƌƐ͘ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ĂƐƐŽŽŶĂƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĞĞƐƚŚĞƉŚŽƚŽƐ͕ŚĞǁĂŶƚƐƚŽůŽŽŬĂƚ
them closely and says: Introduce them to me.
dŚĞĮƌƐƚƉŚŽƚŽďĞůŽŶŐƐƚŽƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬƐƚŚĞŵŽƚŚer? Was he martyred earlier than your son?
EŽ͕ŵǇƐŽŶǁĂƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕ƐŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŚĞŶƉƵƚƐĚŽǁŶƚŚŝƐƉŚŽƚŽĂŶĚƉŝĐŬƐƵƉƚŚĞĨƌĂŵĞĚƉŚŽƚŽŽĨƚŚĞĮƌƐƚ
martyr of the family, Edmond Musesian. The Leader, always studies the photos
ŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇĂƐŝĨŚĞŚĂƐŬŶŽǁŶƚŚĞŵĨŽƌůŽŶŐ͖ƚŚŝƐŝƐĂƐǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐ
gesture to families who only have the photos of their martyrs to remember them.
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 ـWhere was he martyred, dear lady?
 ـMy son was murdered in the streets and my husband was assassinated
in this alley where we live.
The Leader lays the son’s photo on the table and picks up the photo of the father
again and says: DĂǇ'ŽĚďůĞƐƐǇŽƵĂŶĚŐƌĂŶƚǇŽƵƉĂƟĞŶĐĞ͘
He then asks:tŚĂƚǁĂƐǇŽƵƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͛ƐŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ͍
He used to work in a taxi-agency. She then describes how her husband was assassinated: I telephoned my husband to tell him that a terrorist hideout was
discovered in our alley and asked him not to come home or if he does, he should
ŶŽƚďĞĚƌŝǀŝŶŐĂĐĂƌ͘ƵƚŚĞŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇůĞŌƚŚĞĂŐĞŶĐǇ͘/ǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽŐŽŽƵƚĂŶĚ
ƐĞĞŝĨŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚǁĂƐĐŽŵŝŶŐŚŽŵĞ͕ďƵƚƐŽŵĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂƌǇ'ƵĂƌĚƐŵĞŵďĞƌ
warned me and said that I would be in danger because soon there could be
ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐƐ ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ ƚŚĞŵ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ DƵũĂŚĞĚŝŶ ƚĞƌƌŽƌŝƐƚƐ͘ ^Ž / ƐƚĂǇĞĚ ŝŶƐŝĚĞ ƚŚĞ
ŚŽƵƐĞ͕ ƚŚĞŶ / ŚĞĂƌĚ ƚŚĞ ƐŽƵŶĚ ŽĨ ďƵůůĞƚƐ ĮƌĞĚ ĨƌŽŵ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ƐŝĚĞƐ͘ ŌĞƌ ƚŚĞ
ƐŚŽŽƟŶŐĂŶĚĮƌŝŶŐƐƚŽƉƉĞĚ͕/ĐĂŵĞŽƵƚŽĨŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚƐĂĚůǇ/ƐĂǁŵǇŚƵƐband’s car with him behind the wheel and blood all over the place!
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ŌĞƌƚŚŝƐĂĐĐŽƵŶƚďǇƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ƉŽŝŶƟŶŐĂƚƚŚĞƉŚŽƚŽŽĨŚĞƌƐŽŶ͕
says: ŶĚǇŽƵƌƐŽŶŵƵƐƚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĂƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͍
dŚĞ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ ĞǀĞŶ ĂŌĞƌ ƐŽŵĞ 17 years of her son’s death, says in a choking
ǀŽŝĐĞ͗zĞƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĂƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͕ƚŚĞƚŚŝƌĚǇĞĂƌŽĨŚŝŐŚƐĐŚŽŽů͕ĂǇĞĂƌďĞĨŽƌĞŚĞ
would obtain his diploma.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞůǇƚƌŝĞƐƚŽĐŽŵĨŽƌƚƚŚŝƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŚĞĂƌƚďǇƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗
'ـŽĚǁŝůůŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞƐĞĐĂƚĂƐƚƌŽƉŚĞƐǇŽƵ͛ǀĞƐƵīĞƌĞĚĨƌŽŵ͕ǁŝůůďĞƚŚĞŵĞĂŶƐ
ŽĨǇŽƵƌŶĞĂƌŶĞƐƐƚŽ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇĂŶĚĐŽŵĨŽƌƚǇŽƵƌƚƌŽƵďůĞŚĞĂƌƚ͘DĂǇ
the Light of God bring about God’s mercy on you.
dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͗zĞƐ͕ǇĞƐ͕ďƵƚŝƚ͛ƐǀĞƌǇŚĂƌĚ͘
zĞƐ͕/ĂŐƌĞĞ, says the Leader, “These incidents are very hard to bear, especially
when they happened within 3 months only”.
ـzĞƐ͕ǁŝƚŚŝŶ3 months or less than that, I faced two martyrdoms.
/ƚ͛ƐƚŽŽŚĂƌĚƚŽďĞĂƌ͖/ĐĂŶĨĞĞůǁŚĂƚŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐǇŽƵĨĂĐĞĚ͕ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇŝŶďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ
up the children, the Leader comments.
The mother’s face reveal what she has undergone and how older she has be-
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ĐŽŵĞ͖ƚŽůŽƐĞĂůůǇŽƵƌƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĂŶĚďĂŬŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŝŶ3 months.
dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŝŶƚŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇǁĞƌĞǀŝĐƟŵƐŽĨĂƐƐĂƐƐŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ͖ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŵƵƌĚĞƌĞĚ
in the most unfair, ruthless ways, they didn’t even have the chance to defend
themselves.
How shameless are those who constantly talk about human rights and, at the
ƐĂŵĞƟŵĞ͕ĂůůŽǁƐƵĐŚƚĞƌƌŽƌŝƐƚŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐƚŽŽƉĞƌĂƚĞĨƌĞĞůǇŝŶƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘
dŚŝƐŝƐŵŽƌĞŽďǀŝŽƵƐŝŶƚŚĞĐĂƐĞŽĨDƵũĂŚĞĚŝŶƚĞƌƌŽƌŝƐƚŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶǁŚŝĐŚĂĐcording to documented evidence and its own statements assassinated some
17000 innocent people throughout Iran.
The Leader then turns to the young man and asks: Well, what do you do?

The young man who is sunk in his own thoughts says: pardon me!
The Leader says in a kind voice:
 ـI wanted to know what you do these days.
,ĞƌĞƉůŝĞƐ͕/ůĞŌŚŝŐŚͲƐĐŚŽŽůĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ9th grade and started to work.
tŚǇĚŝĚŶ͛ƚǇŽƵĐŽŶƟŶƵĞǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͍ The Leader asks in a fatherly tone.
 ـThere were problems.
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 ـThat is, you needed to work.
zĞƐ͕ŚĞƐĂǇƐ͘,ĞŶŽǁůŽŽŬƐŵŽƌĞƌĞůĂǆĞĚ͕ĂŶĚŚĞůŽŽŬƐĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŝƚŚŬŝŶĚ
interest.
The Leader adds smilingly: ƚŚĞƌĞ͛ƐŶŽƚŚŝŶŐǁƌŽŶŐǁŝƚŚǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ͖ŝƚ͛ƐŐŽŽĚƚŽĞĂƌŶ
something for the family. Of course the purpose of studying is to be able later to
do some good work. Obviously if you could study and learn more, it would have
ďĞĞŶďĞƩĞƌ͘
Then the Leader asks the mother: was the martyr your only son?
 ـNo, I had three sons. One was the martyr. My eldest son got married and
ůŝǀĞƐƐŽŵĞǁŚĞƌĞĞůƐĞ͘,ĞǁĂƐǁŝƚŚƵƐƟůůůĂƐƚǇĞĂƌďƵƚŚŝƐĐŚŝůĚŚĂĚŐƌŽǁŶ
up and there was not enough space in our house. So now I live here with
my younger son.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌůŽŽŬƐĂƌŽƵŶĚ͖ƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞŝƐƐŵĂůůďƵƚĐůĞĂŶĂŶĚĐŽǌǇ͘,ĞŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ
asks: ƌĞǇŽƵŝŶĐŽŶƚĂĐƚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞDĂƌƚǇƌƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ͍
zĞƐǁĞĂƌĞ͕/ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĨƌŽŵƚŚŝƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ͕ƐŚĞƐĂǇƐ͘
ـŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶǇŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͍
 ـNo, I own this house but I have some heart trouble and a weak nervous
system, so I can’t have a job.
ـƌĞǇŽƵƵŶĚĞƌƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚĨŽƌƚŚĞƐĞƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞ͛ƐĂĚŽĐƚŽƌ/ŐŽƚŽƚƌĞĂƚŵǇŶĞƌǀĞƐĂŶĚĂŶŽƚŚĞƌĚŽĐƚŽƌĨŽƌŵǇŚĞĂƌƚ͖
I use the pills and medicine they have given me to be in control of myself.
 ـGod willing, you’ll be in good health.
It’s Christmas and the atmosphere in the house is cheerful. There is a table on
ŽŶĞƐŝĚĞŽĨƚŚĞƌŽŽŵŽŶǁŚŝĐŚǇŽƵŶŽƟĐĞƐŽŵĞďŽǁůƐŽĨŶƵƚƐ͕ƉůĂƚĞƐŽĨƐǁĞĞƚƐ
ĂŶĚ ĐŚŽĐŽůĂƚĞƐ ĂƐ ǁĞůů ĂƐ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ŬŝŶĚ ŽĨ ĨƌƵŝƚƐ͘ ĞŚŝŶĚ ǁŚĞƌĞ ƚŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ ŝƐ
ƐŝƫŶŐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂƐŚĞůĨĚĞĐŽƌĂƚĞĚǁŝƚŚǀĂƌŝŽƵƐƚŚŝŶŐƐ͕ƉŽƐƚĂůĐĂƌĚƐ͕ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚ
frames and a small Christmas tree, all illuminated with small bulbs.
Now the Leader says a few words regarding Christmas: I pray to God that you
will all be blessed at this occasion of the birth of Christ Jesus. I know that your
ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐŝƐŶŽƚŝŶůĂƚĞĞĐĞŵďĞƌďƵƚŝŶĞĂƌůǇ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇŽĨƚŚĞEĞǁ
zĞĂƌĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚƵƌĐŚĞƐǁŚŝůĞƚŚĞĂƚŚŽůŝĐƐĂŶĚƐŽŵĞŽƚŚĞƌ
ĚĞŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞŝƚŝŶĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͘
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dŚĞƚŽŵďƐŽĨDĂƌƚǇƌƐDƵƐĞƐŝĂŶ͕ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐĞŵĞƚƌǇ͕dĞŚƌĂŶ

The years I deliver a message on this occasion-because I don’t do that evĞƌǇǇĞĂƌͲ/ƚƌǇƚŽĚĞůŝǀĞƌŵǇŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐŵĞƐƐĂŐĞĂƚĂƟŵĞǁŚĞŶŝƚŵĂǇďĞ
ǁĞůůͲƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚďǇĂůůŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͊/ŶĚŽŝŶŐƚŚŝƐ͕/ƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇŚĂǀĞŽƵƌƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
fellow-countrymen in mind.
The mother who’s enjoying the Leader’s comments and moves her head in conĮƌŵĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶůŝƐƚĞŶƐƚŽǁŚĂƚŚĞƐĂǇƐĐĂůŵůǇĂŶĚŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚůǇ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŚĞŶ͕ƉŽŝŶƟŶŐĂƚƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶ͕ĂƐŬƐƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͗how old was he
when his elder brother was martyred?
 ـHe was only three and now he’s twenty.
The Leader asks the young man:ŽǇŽƵƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͍
 ـNo, nothing.
ـŶĚƚŚĂƚĞůĚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͛ŚŽǁŽůĚŝƐŚĞ͍
 ـHe’s 39.
The Leader then asks him: ŽǇŽƵĚŽĂŶǇƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂůǁŽƌŬ͍
ـzĞƐ͕/ĂŵĂŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐ͘
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝůŽŽŬƐĂƚƚŚĞƌĂƚŚĞƌƌŽƵŐŚŚĂŶĚƐŽĨƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗
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zĞƐ͕/ŬŶŽǁ͕ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚĂƚŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐƐĂŶĚƌĞůĂƚĞĚĮĞůĚƐ͘zŽƵĚŽ
have the hands of a noble worker.
The young man seems to like the Leader’s comment and the mother is delighted.
ـƌĞǇŽƵƋƵŝƚĞƐŬŝůůĨƵůŝŶǇŽƵƌĮĞůĚ͍
ـzĞƐ͕/Ăŵ͘
ـŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞǇŽƵƌŽǁŶƐŚŽƉŽƌǇŽƵŚĞůƉĂŵĂƐƚĞƌ͍
ـzĞƐ͕/͛ŵĂŶĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚƚŽƚŚĞƐŚŽƉͲŽǁŶĞƌ͘
ـ,ŽǁĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌǁĂŐĞƐ͕ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ͍
- 8 thousand Tumans a week.
 ـIt is not much, 4ƟŵĞƐ8 is 32 thousand Tumans a month?
ŶĚƚŚĞŶĂƐŝĨǁĞŝŐŚŝŶŐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐŝŶŚŝƐŵŝŶĚ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂĚĚƐ͗ŽĞƐƚŚĂƚŵĞĂŶƚŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞƌĂƚĞƐŝŶǇŽƵƌĮĞůĚĂƌĞĂƐǇŽƵŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚŽƌǇŽƵƌǁĂŐĞƐǁĞƌĞůĞƐƐǁŚĞŶǇŽƵƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ͍
The young man says, it used to be 2500dƵŵĂŶƐĂǁĞĞŬ͕ďƵƚŶŽǁ͕ĂŌĞƌ4 years
of working, my wages increased.
The Leader says: Weekly payments are not customary in Iran. Is your master
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂůƐŽ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ŚĞŝƐ͘
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The Leader then says: Well, God willing you’ll advance in your work and become
a master yourself.
dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇĨĞĞůƐƚŚĂƚŵĞĞƟŶŐŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽĞŶĚĂŶĚƐŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗ůůŽǁ
me to pour you a cup of tea.
That’s alright, the Leader says.
ŶĚĂŐĂŝŶƚĂůŬƐƚŽƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶ͗ you don’t seem to be married?
 ـIt’s early for me, now.
 ـIt is early, as you say or, you don’t have the means?
Both, sir! The young man replies.
ـtĞůů͕ŝŶǁŚĂƚĂŐĞĚŽƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐƵƐƵĂůůǇŵĂƌƌǇ͍
The young man says: 23 or 24 and jokingly adds: If they could manage.
The Leader smiles when he hears the phrase “if they could”.
dŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽŝƐǀĞƌǇŬĞĞŶŽŶƚŚĞǇŽƵƚŚĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌƐƚƵĚŝĞƐĞƐƉĞcially in the case of the children of martyrs, emphasizes the importance of the
greatest capital of the young people, that is, their youth. So he adds: It is never
ƚŽŽůĂƚĞƚŽŽďƚĂŝŶŵŽƌĞĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ͘zŽƵŽƵŐŚƚƚŽĚŽƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ
about it. Some young people spend their days seeking short-lived, passing joys,
ƐƵĐŚĚĞƐŝƌĞƐĂƌĞŶŽƚǁŽƌƚŚǁĂƐƟŶŐǇŽƵƌǇŽƵƚŚŽŶ͘KŶĞƐŚŽƵůĚƚƵƌŶƚŚŝƐĐĂƉŝƚĂů
ŝŶƚŽƐŽŵĞƐŬŝůůƐ͕ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐǀĂůƵĂďůĞĂŶĚůĂƐƟŶŐ͘
tŚŝůĞƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝƐƚĂůŬŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌďƌŝŶŐƐƚĞĂĂŶĚŽīĞƌƐŝƚƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŚĞ
picks it up and thanks her for it and then asks:ŽǇŽƵĂƩĞŶĚŚƵƌĐŚĐĞƌĞŵŽnies?
ـzĞƐ͕ǁĞĚŽ͕ŽŶ^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ͘
ـzŽƵŵĞĂŶĞǀĞƌǇ^ƵŶĚĂǇƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ͍
 ـUsually.
ŶĚ ƚŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞƐ ƚŚĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ĂŶĚ ĂƐŬƐ͗ How about
you lady?
ـzĞƐ͕/ŐŽĞǀĞƌǇ^ƵŶĚĂǇ͘
 ـWhich Church do you go to?
 ـThe one on Villa Street, near us.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐƚŚĞŵĂďŽƵƚƌĐŚͲŝƐŚŽƉƌĚĂĂŬDĂŶŽƵŬŝĂŶĂŶĚŝĨŚĞŝƐ
ƐƟůůƉƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐĂƚƚŚŝƐĐĞŶƚƌĂůŚƵƌĐŚŽŶsŝůůĂ^ƚƌĞĞƚ͘
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ůůͲŝŶͲůů͕ŝƚŝƐĂƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĨŽƌƚŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞƐŽŶĂƌĞ
ĞĂŐĞƌůǇůŽŽŬŝŶŐĂƚŚŝŵĂŶĚƐŵŝůŝŶŐ͘/ƚĂŬĞĂůŽŽŬĂƚŵǇǁĂƚĐŚ͖ŝƚŚĂƐƚĂŬĞŶĂůŽŶŐĞƌƟŵĞƚŚĂŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐƵƐƵĂůǀŝƐŝƚƐ͘
EŽǁƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŽīĞƌŝŶŐƐŽŵĞƐǁĞĞƚƐƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ƚĞůůƐŚŝŵĂďŽƵƚĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐŝŶŚĞƌĚĂŝůǇůŝĨĞƐƵĐŚĂƐƚŚĞƐŵĂůůĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞƐŚĞƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ
DĂƌƚǇƌƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŚĞƌƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞďĞŝŶŐƚŽŽŽůĚĂŶĚƚŽŽƐŵĂůů͘dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ
looks around the place and saying in a tone of good humour: This is a nice,
cozy residence and there are only two of you living here!ƵƚŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇĂŌĞƌ
saying this, he turns to us and adds:zŽƵĨŽůůŽǁƚŚŝƐůĂĚǇ͛ƐĂīĂŝƌĂŶĚŚĞůƉŚĞƌ
in any way possible.
I write down the Leader’s order not to forget.
ŌĞƌĂůůƚŚĞƐĞƚĂůŬƐ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĚƌŝŶŬƐŚŝƐƚĞĂĂŶĚĂƐŬƐƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͗have you
cooked these cakes yourself or you bought them?
The mother says in a rather embarrassed voice: I bought them. The Leader takes
a piece and eats it along with his tea.
/ƚ͛ƐĨĂƌĞǁĞůůƟŵĞŶŽǁĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬƐƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐĨŽƌĞŶĂŵĞ͘
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,ĞƐĂǇƐ͗DǇŶĂŵĞŝƐƌŵĞŶ͖ĂŶĚƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚƌĞƉĞĂƚ͗ƌŵĞŶ͕ƌŵĞŶDƵƐĞƐŝĂŶ
in such a tone that shows he likes the name.
&ŝŶĂůůǇŚĞŐĞƚƐƵƉĂŶĚŐŝǀĞƐƚǁŽŐŝŌƐƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŚĞƌƐŽŶĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ This is
only for the occasion of “Eid”;ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĂƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĨŽƌƚŚĞEĞǁzĞĂƌͿ͘
ŽƚŚŽĨƚŚĞŵƚŚĂŶŬǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĨŽƌƚŚĞŐŝŌƐĂŶĚĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇĨŽƌƚĂŬŝŶŐƚŚĞ
ƟŵĞƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞŵ͘
The Next Visit the Same Evening
tĞĚƌŝǀĞĨƌŽŵsŝůůĂ^ƚƌĞĞƚƚŽ<ŚŽƌĂŵͲƐŚĂŚƌ^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕ŝŶĐĞŶƚƌĂůdĞŚƌĂŶ͘ƚƚŚŝƐŚŽƵƐĞ͕
ƚǁŽůĂĚŝĞƐĐŽŵĞƚŽƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞͲĚŽŽƌƚŽǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͖ŽŶĞŝƐĂďŽƵƚ60 years
of age and the other about 40͗ƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘
>ŝŬĞŽƵƌƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ǁĞŐŽƚŽƚŚĞŝƌŐƵĞƐƚͲƌŽŽŵĂŶĚǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ
does not sit down before the martyr’s mother and asks her: Where are you going
to sit down?
The martyr’s mother, who seems to be a few years older than the Leader, says:
I like to sit next to you.
ŶĚƚŚĞůĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗please sit here͖ƐŽƚŚĞǇƐŝƚĚŽǁŶŽŶƚŚĞƐŝĚĞƐŽĨƚŚĞƐĂŵĞ
coach, and the martyr’s sister next to her mother.
ŌĞƌ ƚŚĞǇ Ɛŝƚ ĚŽǁŶ͕ ƚŚĞ ƐŝƐƚĞƌ ďƌŝŶŐƐ ƚŚĞ ĨƌĂŵĞĚ ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚ ŽĨ ŚĞƌ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕
hands it to the Leader and says: this is my martyred brother. The Leader studies
the photo and asks the sister: ƌĞǇŽƵƚŚŝƐůĂĚǇ͛ƐĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͍
zĞƐ͕ƐŚĞƐĂǇƐĂŶĚĂĚĚƐ͗,ĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶDĂƌŝǀĂŶ͕<ƵƌĚŝƐƚĂŶŝŶ1987.
 ـWas he in Marivan as a soldier?
ـzĞƐ͘
The Leader then says: May God grant you your rewards and bring happiness
ŝŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚƐ͘DĂǇ'ŽĚƌĞǁĂƌĚǇŽƵĨŽƌƚŚĞŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐĂŶĚƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐƐǇŽƵǁĞŶƚ
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚĂůůƚŚŝƐƟŵĞ͘
The sister shows the Leader another photograph and, with a choked throat, says:
dŚŝƐŝƐŵǇŽƚŚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁŚŽĚŝĞĚĞǆĂĐƚůǇŽŶĞǇĞĂƌĂŌĞƌƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŽĨŵǇ
brother. He had gone to Mashhad to do something for the company he worked
ŝŶ͘KŶŚŝƐƌĞƚƵƌŶ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĚƌŝǀŝŶŐƚŽŽĨĂƐƚŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽƌĞĂĐŚdĞŚƌĂŶĂŶĚƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ
ŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇŽĨŚŝƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͖ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂŶĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚĂŶĚŚĞĚŝĞĚ͘

Christ in the night of Glory  111

The Leader now picks up the brother’s photo and asks: tŚĂƚĂďŝƩĞƌĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚ͊
Was he the elder brother?
dŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ǁŝƚŚƚĞĂƌƐŝŶŚĞƌĞǇĞƐ͕ƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐƚŚĞĞůĚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͘
The Leader repeats: /ŶĚĞĞĚĂďŝƩĞƌĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚ͘,ŽǁĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌ͍
 ـMy father died too.
Saddened, the Leader asks: When was that?
 ـ5 years ago.
 ـSo he was alive when his son was martyred.
ـzĞƐ͕ďƵƚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĚĞĂƚŚŽĨƚŚĞĞůĚĞƌƐŽŶ͕ŚĞĨĞůůŝůů͕ƐŽŵĞŚĞĂƌƚƚƌŽƵďůĞ
ĂŶĚŚĞǁĂƐŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝǌĞĚĨŽƌƐŽŵĞƟŵĞĂŶĚĚŝĞĚůĂƚĞƌ͘
The Leader says:
DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŐƌĂŶƚďĞƐƚƌĞǁĂƌĚƐƚŽŚŝŵ͕ƚŽǇŽƵƌƚǁŽďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂŶĚĂůů
ŽĨǇŽƵ͘^ƵƌĞůǇƐƵĐŚǁŽƌůĚůǇĞǀĞŶƚƐŚĂǀĞĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůĨŽůůŽǁͲƵƉƐ͖ƚŚĞǇ
ĚŽĂƩƌĂĐƚ'ŽĚ͛ƐŵĞƌĐǇĂŶĚďůĞƐƐŝŶŐ͘dŚĞƌĞ͛ƐŶŽďŝƩĞƌŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚŝŶƚŚŝƐůŝĨĞ
for which God will not grant some sweet rewards.
dŚĂƚ͛ƐŚŽǁ'ŽĚ͛ƐũƵƐƟĐĞǁŽƌŬƐ͘ŶǇďŝƩĞƌŶĞƐƐŝŶůŝĨĞ͕ŝĨŶŽƚĐĂƵƐĞĚďǇƚŚĞ
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person himself, will be rewarded by God properly. There are some incidents caused by men themselves but even then God, in his boundless
ŵĞƌĐǇǁŝůůĨŽƌŐŝǀĞĂŶĚŐƌĂŶƚƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͘dŚŝƐŝƐ'ŽĚ͛ƐƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶ͘ŶĚ/ƉƌĂǇ
that, God willing, you will all taste God’s mercy.
He then asks: ŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞŽƚŚĞƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͍
No, I don’t, only this daughter, the mother replies.
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ ĐůĞĂƌůǇ ƐĂĚĚĞŶĞĚ͕ ĂĚĚƐ͗ Two sons passed away! ŶĚ ŚĞ
looks again at the photos, closes his eyes and takes a deep breath and looks
ĂǁĂǇĨŽƌĂĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ͖/ĂŵƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚǁŚĂƚŚĞũƵƐƚƐĂŝĚ͗͞'ŽĚƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ
according to his boundless Mercy.”
/ŶƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞŝŶƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟǀĞƐƐĞŵďůǇ ;DĂũůŝƐͿ͕ Dƌ͘ sĂƌƚĂŶ sĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶ ŝƐ ĂůƐŽ ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͘ ^ŝŶĐĞ ĮŶĚŝŶŐ ŽƵƚ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ
>ĞĂĚĞƌ ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ ŚĞ ƚƌŝĞƐ ƚŽ ĂƩĞŶĚ ƚŚĞƐĞ
ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌŚĞĐĂŶ͘/ŚĂǀĞŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚŚĞďĞůŽŶŐƐƚŽƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĞůŝƚĞ
ĂŶĚ ŝƐ ƋƵŝƚĞ ĨĂŵŽƵƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘ sĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶ ǁŚŽ ŝƐ ƐŝƫŶŐ ŽŶ
ƚŚĞůĞŌƐŝĚĞŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ƚĞůůƐŚŝŵĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌ͛ƐĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐĂƚƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
ƌĂƌĂƚůƵď͕ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇŝŶĐŚĂƌŝƚĂďůĞƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐĂŶĚƉƵďůŝĐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƚŽƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͘
dŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚĂƐŬƐƚŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌ͗ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐĂƚƌĂƌĂƚ͕ǁŚĂƚĞůƐĞĚŽ
you do?
 ـI am a computer supervisor at a private company but the company is
ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐŝƚƐƉĞƌƐŽŶŶĞůĂƚƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͖/͛ŵƐƟůůǁŽƌŬŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞ͘
ـtŚǇĂƌĞƚŚĞǇƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌƐƚĂī͍/ƐŝƚďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ŽƵƌĐŽŵƉĂŶǇŚĂƐďĞĞŶŵĂŬŝŶŐƌĞĨƌŝŐĞƌĂƚŽƌƐĨŽƌƚŚĞůĂƐƚ6 years, but
there were some problems in producing the necessary materials. We
ŚŽƉĞŝƚǁŝůůďĞĐŽŵĞĂĐƟǀĞĂŐĂŝŶ͘
The Leader listens to her with interest and she adds: This house we live in was
ŐŝǀĞŶƵƐďǇƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ<ŚĂůŝƉŚĂƚĞŽƵŶĐŝůǁŝƚŚĂŶŝŶĞǆƉĞŶƐŝǀĞƌĞŶƚ͘tĞůů͕/
work and we make a living and we have faith in God and we’ll see what happens.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŶŽƟĐŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĞůĨͲĞƐƚĞĞŵŽĨƚŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇƐĂǇƐ͗I pray for you to be in
more comfortable circumstances and not to face any more problems.
The Leader then turns to us, his companions, and says: It was so good to come
here this evening and meet and talk to this respected mother and the family.
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/ĂŐĂŝŶƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚŝƚŝƐƚŚĞŶŝŐŚƚŽĨůͲYĂĚƌŝŶǁŚŝĐŚǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚďĞƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐŽƵƌŽǁŶƌŝƚƵĂůƐďƵƚǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŽƉŝŶĞƐ͗,ŽǁŐŽŽĚŝƚǁĂƐƚŽĐŽŵĞ
and meet this family!
We’re now about to say farewell to the family. The mother and the sister of
ƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕ƌĞƉĞĂƚĞĚůǇĂŶĚƐŝŵƵůƚĂŶĞŽƵƐůǇ͕ƚŚĂŶŬƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗,ĂũũŐŚĂ͕
ǁĞ͛ƌĞŵŽƐƚŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů͕ǇŽƵƌĞĂůůǇŵĂĚĞƵƐŚĂƉƉǇ͖ǇŽƵĚĞǀŽƚĞĚǇŽƵƌƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐƟŵĞ
to visit us.
No, not at all, says the Leader.
ـŝƚ͛ƐŵǇĚƵƚǇ͘KŶůǇ/ĐŚŽŽƐĞŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĚĂǇƐƚŽŵĞĞƚŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĂŶĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ͕/ďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĞƐĞĂƌĞůƵĐŬǇ͕ƐǁĞĞƚĚĂǇƐ͘
dŚĞŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐďĞŝŶŐŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ͕ƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚƚŽƵĐŚĞƐŵĞ
deeply in my heart:
ـƐǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ŽƵƌĐƵƐƚŽŵŝƐƚŽďƵǇĂŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƚƌĞĞĨŽƌƚŚĞƐĞƟŵĞƐ͕ďƵƚ
ĂŌĞƌ ŵǇ ƐŽŶƐ ǁĞƌĞ ŐŽŶĞ͕ ŝƚ͛Ɛ ŵŽƌĞ ƚŚĂŶ ƚĞŶ ǇĞĂƌƐ ƚŚĂƚ / ĚŝĚ ŶŽƚ ďƵǇ Ă
Christmas tree!
I look around the room.
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No, there is no Christmas tree and this reminds me of the mothers of Muslim
ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐǁŚŽ͕ĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶEĞǁzĞĂƌĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕ĚŽŶŽƚƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƚŚĞƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů͞,ĂŌ^ĞĞŶ͟ŝƚĞŵƐ͘*
The Leader is silent for a while and then, with a kind smile, says:
ـEŽƚŚŝŶŐǁƌŽŶŐǁŝƚŚĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕ƚƌǇƚŽďĞĐŚĞĞƌĨƵů͕ǇŽƵƌƐŽŶƐ
ĂƌĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇĞŶũŽǇŝŶŐ'ŽĚ͛ƐŵĞƌĐǇ͕ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇƚŚĞŽŶĞǁŚŽǁĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞ
ǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƚŽĚĞĨĞŶĚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚŚŝƐƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐ͘ƐǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ƚŚĞĐŽŶcept of martyrdom does exist in other religions also.

ŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞĂĚĚƐ͗/ƐŚŽƵůĚĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŵǇŚĞĂƌƚͲĨĞůƚĂīĞĐƟŽŶƐĂŶĚƟĞƐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͘
The mother and sister seem to be happy to hear these words.
The Leader then turns to Mr. Vartanian and asks: zŽƵ͛ƌĞƐƟůůŝŶDĂũůŝƐ͕ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚǇŽƵ͍
ـzĞƐ͕/ĂŵĂŶĚŚĞƌĞ/͛ŵĂƚǇŽƵƌƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕/ŚĂĚŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚǇŽƵǁĞƌĞĐůŽƐĞůǇ
ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘
 ـyes, it’s been years, some 16 ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ / ŽŌĞŶ ŐŽ ƚŽ ǀŝƐŝƚ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ
ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇĂƌŽƵŶĚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕ĂŶĚƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ/ĂůƐŽǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨ
ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ ƚŽ ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞŵĞŶƚƐ ŵĂĚĞ ďǇ ŵǇ KĸĐĞ ƐƚĂī͘
*ഩ^ĞǀĞŶŝƚĞŵƐƚŚĞŶĂŵĞƐŽĨǁŚŝĐŚƐƚĂƌƚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞůĞƩĞƌ͞Ɛ͟ĨŽƌƚŚĞEĞǁzĞĂƌ
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dŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ/ŚĂǀĞŵĞƚĂŶĚƐĂƚǁŝƚŚ͕ĂƐ/ƐĂŝĚ͕ǁĞƌĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
ĂŶĚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐ͘
ŌĞƌƚŚŝƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗
 ـǁĞůů͕ŚŽǁŝƐǇŽƵƌƌĐŚͲŝƐŚŽƉƌĚĂĂŬDĂŶŽƵŬŝĂŶ͍
 ـHe has great respect and reverence for you and does pray for your health
in our church gatherings.
dŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ͛Ɛ ƌĞƉĞĂƚĞĚ ŵĞŶƟŽŶ ŽĨ DĂŶŽƵŬŝĂŶ ŝŶ ĞǀĞƌǇ ƐƵĐŚ ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ ƐŚŽǁƐ
how Islam respect and honours the dignitaries of other religions which has a
long, historical background.
Vartanian then asks:
ـtŝůů/ďĞĂůůŽǁĞĚƚŽƉƌŝŶƚƚŚĞŶĞǁƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐŝŶŽƵƌƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
newspaper?
ـƐǇŽƵǁŝƐŚ͕ŚĞƌĞǁĞĂƌĞǇŽƵƌŐƵĞƐƚƐĂŶĚǇŽƵŵĂǇǁƌŝƚĞĂďŽƵƚŝƚŝĨǇŽƵ
like.
The sister now says: We haven’t even served our guest with a cup of tea!
ŶĚƐŚĞŐŽĞƐƚŽƚŚĞŬŝƚĐŚĞŶƚŽďƌŝŶŐƚĞĂ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŝŶƚŚĞŵĞĂŶƟŵĞůŽŽŬƐĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞƌŽŽŵĂŶĚĂďŝŐƉŝĐƚƵƌĞŝŶĂĨƌĂŵĞ
ŽŶƚŚĞĨĂƌƐŝĚĞŽĨƚŚĞƌŽŽŵĂƩƌĂĐƚƐŚŝƐĂƩĞŶƟŽŶĂŶĚƐŽŚĞĂƐŬƐ͗whose picture
is that?
 ـIt’s a picture of our martyr.
ـtŚĂƚĂďĞĂƵƟĨƵůƉŝĐƚƵƌĞ͊/ƐŝƚĂƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚŽƌĂƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ͍
ـ/ƚ͛ƐĂƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ͕Ɛŝƌ͘
tŚĂƚĂďĞĂƵƟĨƵůƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ͊ He repeats.
/ůŽŽŬĂƚƚŚĞƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ͖ŝƚŝƐĂŶĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚƉĂŝŶƟŶŐĂŶĚƚŚĞĞǇĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĂƌĞ
ůŽŽŬŝŶŐĞǆĂĐƚůǇŝŶƚŚĞĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘EŽǁĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇŝŶƚŚĞƌŽŽŵŝƐĨŽĐƵƐŝŶŐŽŶƚŚĞƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ͕ĞǀĞŶƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘
Dƌ͘sĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶƐĂǇƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƉĂŝŶƚĞƌǁĂƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞďĞƐƚĂƌƟƐƚƐĂƚƚŚĞƌĂƌĂƚůƵď͖
ŚĞĂůƐŽŐŝǀĞƐƐŽŵĞŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐůƵď͘
EŽǁƚŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌďƌŝŶŐƐƚĞĂĂŶĚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŽīĞƌƐŝƚƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ
looks at the tea-cup and says:
 ـyour tea-cup looks so nice and tantalizing! One would like to have more
tea in such a tea-cup!
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dŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌƐĞĞŵƐĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚĂƚƚŚŝƐ͖ƐŚĞŵƵƐƚŚĂǀĞďŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĞƚĞĂͲĐƵƉƐĞƚ͊dŚĞ
mother says: let me bring some sweets.
and the Leader says: EŽƉůĞĂƐĞĚŽŶ͛ƚŐĞƚƵƉ͖/͛ůůŚĂǀĞŝƚǁŝƚŚƐƵŐĂƌ͘
But the mother brings sweets and the Leader drinks his tea with a piece of
the sweets.
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^ŚĞƐĂǇƐĂŐĂŝŶŚŽǁŚĂƉƉǇŝŶĚĞĞĚƐŚĞŝƐĨŽƌƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ͛ƐǀŝƐŝƚĂŶĚŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗I
hope you’ll always be happy.
EŽǁDƌ͘ǀĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶƐŚŽǁƐĂĐŽƉǇŽĨƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ͞ůŝŬ͟ƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŶĚĂĚĚƐƚŚĂƚůŝŬŝƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŽůĚĞƐƚŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌƐĞǀĞƌƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͕ƚŚĂƚ
ŝŶĨĂĐƚŝƚŝƐƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚŽŶĞĂŌĞƌƩĞůĂ͛ĂƚĂŝůǇ͘

,ĞĂĚĚƐ͗ŝƚǁĂƐĮƌƐƚƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚƐŽŵĞ70 years ago and today it is sent to some
40 countries.
The Leader books at the newspaper and asks: ŽĞƐŝƚŚĂǀĞĂWĞƌƐŝĂŶƐĞĐƟŽŶ͍
sĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐ͗ůůŽƵƌŶĞǁƐĂŶĚƐƵďũĞĐƚƐĂƌĞƚĂŬĞŶĨƌŽŵWĞƌƐŝĂŶƐŽƵƌĐĞƐĂŶĚ
ŵĂŶǇŽĨŽƵƌďŽŽŬƐĂƌĞŝŶWĞƌƐŝĂŶďƵƚƚŚĞƉĂƉĞƌ͕ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐŝƚĞŵƐŵĂŝŶůǇĨŽƌƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͕ǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞŽĨŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƚŽŽƚŚĞƌƐ͕ƐŽŝƚĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞĂWĞƌƐŝĂŶƐĞĐƟŽŶ͘
The Leader says humorously: / ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ ǁĂŶƚ ŽƵƌ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ ƚŽ ĨŽƌŐĞƚ ƚŚĞŝƌ
Persian!
ůůƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐŵŝůĞĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂŶĚsĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶǁĂŶƚƐƚŽƐĂǇƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚďƵƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/ŬŶŽǁƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚŝƚ͘zŽƵƌ
ƐĐƌŝƉƚŝƐŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇƚĂŬĞŶĨƌŽŵƌĂŵĂŝĐĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƐǇƌŝĂĐ͘ƌĂŵĂŝĐǁĂƐƉŽƉƵůĂƌůǇ
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ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĚŝŶĂŶĐŝĞŶƚƌĞŐŝŽŶƐŽĨƐƐǇƌŝĂĂŶĚŚĂůĚĞĂ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ŝŶďŽƚŚƚŚĞƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ
and northern parts of those lands.
Vartanian is surprised by the Leader’s knowledge in this respect and says: I am
ƐƵƌĞŵĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĚŽŶŽƚŬŶŽǁĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ͘sĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶƚŚĞŶƐĂǇƐ͗/ƚŝƐ
ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚƚŚĂƚ:ĞƐƵƐŚƌŝƐƚ͛ƐůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞǁĂƐƌĂŵĂŝĐ͘
The Leader says: KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ƚŚĞůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞŽĨŚƌŝƐƚ͛ƐƌĞŐŝŽŶǁĂƐƌĂŵĂŝĐĂŶĚƐŽ
it was, I believe, in areas such as Jerusalem.
Then Vartanian shows the Leader a picture of a big church and says: Tow of the
disciples of Jesus traveled to Iran and one of them was called Tadeus and this
ĐŚƵƌĐŚŝƐŶĂŵĞĚĂŌĞƌŚŝŵ͘
ـzŽƵŵĞĂŶƚŚĞĨĂŵŽƵƐĐŚƵƌĐŚŝŶ/ƌĂŶǁŚŝĐŚŝƐĂůƐŽĐĂůůĞĚ͞YĂƌĂ<ĞůŝƐĂ͍͟
sĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶŚĂŶĚƐƚŚĞĨƌĂŵĞĚƉŝĐƚƵƌĞƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ƚŚŝƐĐŚƵƌĐŚĨŽƌƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝƐůŝŬĞƚŚĞsĂƟĐĂŶ͖ŝŶĨĂĐƚƚŚĞsĂƟĐĂŶŝƚƐĞůĨǁĂƐŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇƚŚĞďƵƌŝĂůƉůĂĐĞŽĨĂŶother disciple. He adds: two of the disciples of Jesus were martyred in ancient Iran.
The Leader asks: ŚŽǁĚŽǇŽƵƉƌŽŶŽƵŶĐĞƚŚĞŶĂŵĞŽĨƚŚŝƐĐŚƵƌĐŚŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͍
We say: San Tadeus.
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 ـI have heard that many people travel there for pilgrimage every year.
zĞƐ͕sĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶƐĂǇƐ͕ĂŶĚŝĨDĂƌĂŶĚŝƌƉŽƌƚŝƐĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ͕ŵĂŶǇŵŽƌĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁŝůů
visit this church.
dŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ ƉŝĐŬƐ ƵƉ ƚŚĞ ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ ůŝŬ ĂŶĚ ƐĂǇƐ͗ this is a nice, well-printed
newspaper, although I don’t understand it!
The Leader then asks Vartanian: ,ĂǀĞƚŚĞƌĞďĞĞŶŐƌĞĂƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƉŽĞƚƐ͍
zĞƐ͕ ƚŚĞƌĞ ŚĂǀĞ ďĞĞŶ ƐŽŵĞ ŐŽŽĚ ƉŽĞƚƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚ ǁĂƐ ͞ZĂĨĞĞ͟ ďŽƌŶ ŝŶ
Salmas, northern Iran, he was also an excellent writer,
answers Vartanian.
,Ğ ƚŚĞŶ ŵĞŶƟŽŶƐ ƚŚĞ ĨĂĐƚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ^ŚŝŝƚĞ /ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐ ŚĂǀĞ ŐƌĞĂƚ ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚŝƐ
ĐŚƵƌĐŚĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŝŶĨĂĐƚŝƚƐƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶĂŶĚŵĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞǁĂƐƚŚĞǁŽƌŬŽĨ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐ
for centuries. He adds: once a year we visit this church but the curious fact is that
ŶŽƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐůŝǀĞŝŶƚŚĂƚƌĞŐŝŽŶĂƚĂůů͘

Vartanian’s praise for Iranian reverence for this church reminds me of the fact
that there is one church for every 500ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͘
dŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐƚŚĞŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐďĞƚǁĞĞŶDƵƐůŝŵƐĂŶĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŝŶĂƉƌĞĐŝƐĞďƵƚďĞĂƵƟĨƵůǁĂǇ͗ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞďĞůŝĞĨŽĨDƵƐůŝŵƐ͕:ĞƐƵƐ
Christ, Holy Mary, Christ’s disciples and their followers were the faithful of their
ƟŵĞĂŶĚƚƌŝĞĚŚĂƌĚƚŽƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĂŶĚƐƉƌĞĂĚƚŚĞŝƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ͘/ŶƚŚĞYƵƌĂŶ͕DĞƐƐŝĂŚ
ĂŶĚDĂƌǇŚĂǀĞƚŚĞŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚƐƚĂƚƵƐ͘ŶĚƚŚĞƐĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐǁŚŽƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞĚŽŶƚŚĞ
ƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞŽŶůǇƌŝŐŚƞƵůƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶĂƚƚŚĂƚƟŵĞĂŶĚĞǀĞŶŐĂǀĞƵƉƚŚĞŝƌůŝǀĞƐĨŽƌŝƚ͕
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certainly were martyrs and in our belief they enjoy the highest degree of bliss in
'ŽĚ͛ƐƉĂƌĂĚŝƐĞ͕ƐŽĚŽĞƐƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌŽĨǇŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇ͘ůůŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂƌĞ͕ĨŽƌ
us Muslims, as true saints.
The Leader went on to say͗dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƟŵĞƐǁŚĞŶĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐŝŶĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶƐ
compromise and agree to respect each other, some apparent mutual respect
but there are religions which have a lot in common, they share their beliefs. This
ŝƐƚƌƵĞŝŶƚŚĞĐĂƐĞŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇĂŶĚ/ƐůĂŵ͘/ŵĞĂŶƚŚĂƚďĞůŝĞĨŝŶDĞƐƐŝĂŚ͕ŝŶ,ŽůǇ
DĂƌǇ͕ŵĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇďůĞƐƐƚŚĞŵ͕ĂŶĚďĞůŝĞĨŝŶƚŚĞĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞƐǁŚŽŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶ
ŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚŝŶƚŚĞYƵƌĂŶƌĞƉĞĂƚĞĚůǇͲƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌŝŶŐĞŶĞƌĂů͕
not by their names- these are all parts of our religion, not outside it, and that’s
ǁŚǇƚŚĞǇĂƌĞƌĞǀĞƌĞĚĂŶĚƐĂŶĐƟĮĞĚďǇDƵƐůŝŵƐ
dŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐƚŚĞƌĞĂƐŽŶǁŚǇŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ'ŽƐƉĞůƐĚŝīĞƌĨƌŽŵŽŶĞĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĂŶĞǁĞǆƉůĂŶĂƟŽŶǁŚŝĐŚĞǀĞŶƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞƐDƌ͘sĂƌƚĂŶŝĂŶ͗
ـƚƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂĮůŵŝƐďĞŝŶŐƐŚŽǁŶŽŶŽƵƌƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶĐĂůůĞĚ͚dŚĞŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞĂǀĞ͛͘/ƚƚĞůůƐǇŽƵĂůŽƚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐƐ͕ƚŽƌƚƵƌĞƐĂŶĚŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵƐŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŝŶƚŚĞ2nd and 3rd centuries. The Jews fought against
ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇĨŽƌŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐĂŶĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐǁĞƌĞďĂĚůǇƐƵƉƉƌĞƐƐĞĚŝŶƚŚĞ
ZŽŵĂŶŵƉŝƌĞ͖ƚŚĂƚǁĂƐƉƌŽďĂďůǇƚŚĞƌĞĂƐŽŶƚŚĂƚƚŚĞZŽŵĂŶƌƵůĞƌŚĂĚƚŽ
ƚƵƌŶƚŽŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐŝŽŶŽĨŵĂƐƐĞƐŝŶƚŽƚŚŝƐƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ͘tŚĂƚ
/ ŵĞĂŶ ŝƐ ƚŚĂƚ ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͕ ƵŶĚĞƌ ƚŚŽƐĞ ŚŽƌƌŝďůĞ ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͕ ŚĂĚ ƚƵƌŶĞĚ
into an underground movement. No one dared to hold an open gathering.
dŚĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐǇŽƵƐĞĞŝŶǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ'ŽƐƉĞůƐƐƵĐŚĂƐDĂƌŬ͕DĂƚŚŝĞƵ͕>ƵŬĞ
ĂŶĚ:ŽŚŶ͕ĂƌĞĐĂƵƐĞĚďǇƐƵĐŚĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘ĐƟǀŝƟĞƐǁĞƌĞĐĂƌƌŝĞĚŽƵƚƵŶĚĞƌ
ŐƌŽƵŶĚ͖ŐƌŽƵƉƐǁĞƌĞĨĂƌĂǁĂǇĨƌŽŵŽŶĞĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĐŽŵƉĂƌĞ
notes and had to resort to their memories.
ŶǇǁĂǇƐƵĐŚĞǀĞŶƚƐĂƐƚŚĞŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞĂǀĞƐŚŽŽŬƚŚĞĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ
ŽĨƚŚĞZŽŵĂŶŵƉŝƌĞĂŶĚŵƉĞƌŽƌŽŶƐƚĂŶƟŶĞŚĂĚƚŽĐŽŶǀĞƌƚƚŽŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͘KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞƚŚŽƐĞŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶƐ͕ǁŚŽŚĂǀĞĚĞĞƉůǇƐƚƵĚŝĞĚƚŚĞĞǀĞŶƚƐ͕
ďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚŽŶƐƚĂŶƟŶĞ͛ƐĐŽŶǀĞƌƐŝŽŶǁĂƐŶŽƚƐŝŶĐĞƌĞŽƌŐĞŶƵŝŶĞ͘/ƚǁĂƐĂ
ƉŽůŝƟĐĂůĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞŚĞƌĞĂůŝǌĞĚƚŚĂƚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇŚĂĚƐŽƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐĞĚ
ƚŚĂƚĐŽŶĨƌŽŶƟŶŐŝƚ͕ǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚŚŝƐŵƉŝƌĞ͕ƐŽŚĞĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚƚŚĂƚ
ŚĞďĞůŝĞǀĞĚŝŶŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͊dŚƵƐŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇŽƌŝŐŝŶĂƚĞĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĂƐƚĂŶĚ
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ƐƉƌĞĂĚƚŽƚŚĞtĞƐƚ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞďŝƌƚŚͲƉůĂĐĞƐŽĨDĞƐƐŝĂŚĂŶĚDĂƌǇ͕ĂĐŚĂƌŝĂƐ
ĂŶĚzĂŚǇĂ;:ŽŚŶƚŚĞĂƉƟƐƚͿĂƌĞŝŶŽƵƌŽǁŶĂƐƚĞƌŶƌĞŐŝŽŶ͖ŝƚŚĂƐŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ
to do with Europe or the West. But when the Romans converted to ChrisƟĂŶŝƚǇ͕ƚŚĞǇŵŽŶŽƉŽůŝǌĞĚĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐĂƐŝĨŝƚďĞůŽŶŐĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŵŽŶůǇ͊ŶĚ
ƚŽĚĂǇŵĂŶǇƉĞŽƉůĞƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĂƚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇŽƌŝŐŝŶĂƚĞĚĨƌŽŵƵƌŽƉĞ͊
The Leader then adds:ƚŚĞǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐďĞƚǁĞĞŶDƵƐůŝŵƐĂŶĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ
ŚĂǀĞƚŚĞŝƌƌŽŽƚƐŝŶƚŚĞŝŶƟŵĂƚĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶ/ƐůĂŵĂŶĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͘
ůƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚŝƐǀŝƐŝƚ͕ůŝŬĞƚŚĞƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐŽŶĞ͕ŝƐƌĂƚŚĞƌůŽŶŐďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƚƌĂĐĞŽĨ
ƟƌĞĚŶĞƐƐŽƌĚƵůůŶĞƐƐŝŶƚŚĞĨĂĐĞŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͖ĂŶĚ/ƐĂǇƚŽŵǇƐĞůĨ͗DĂǇƚŚŝƐŶŝŐŚƚ
ŽĨ'ůŽƌǇůĂƐƚƟůůĚĂǁŶ͘
&ŝŶĂůůǇǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƉƌĂǇƐĨŽƌƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗I hope you will all be
happy in your hearts and I hope that your grief will bring about some more
ŚĞĂƌƚͲĨĞůƚƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůŝƚǇďĞĐĂƵƐĞƐƵĐŚƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐǁŝůůĂƩƌĂĐƚ'ŽĚ͛ƐŚĞůƉĂŶĚŵĞƌĐǇ
and we must all consider ourselves as receivers of His blessings.
ŌĞƌƚŚŝƐƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŐŝǀĞƐƚǁŽƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͖
ƚŚĞǇďŽƚŚƚŚĂŶŬƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚĂŶĚŚĞĂĚĚƐ͗the value of these presents is not
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͖ƚŚĞŝƌǀĂůƵĞůŝĞƐŝŶƚŚĞŝƌƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ͘
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tĞĂƌĞƐŽŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůĨŽƌǇŽƵƌǀŝƐŝƚĚĞƐƉŝƚĞǇŽƵƌƉƌĞŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶƐ͕ƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚ
sister say, and the sister adds: the fact that you were kind enough to come and
visit us, has already made us happy, we couldn’t believe it.
dŚĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ĂůƐŽ ƐĂǇƐ͗ / Ăŵ ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵƌ ǀŝƐŝƚ͕ ĞĂĐŚ ƟŵĞ / ŐŽ ƚŽ
ĐŚƵƌĐŚ/ƉƌĂǇĨŽƌǇŽƵ͕ĨŽƌǇŽƵƌŚĞĂůƚŚĂŶĚĨŽƌǇŽƵƌůŽŶŐ͕ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ͘
The Leader says: Thank you, if I might have made you happy by my visit, I’m
happy too.
Mr. Vartanian has the last word: Before you come here, I asked the mother what
ƐŚĞůŝŬĞĚƚŽƐĂǇƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŚĞŶŚĞŝƐŚĞƌĞ͍ŶĚŚĞƉŽŝŶƚƐĂƚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƚŽ
say what she had in mind herself.
dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŝƚŚƚĞĂƌƐŝŶŚĞƌĞǇĞƐ͕ƐĂǇƐ͗tĞĚŽŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͖ŝƚ͛ƐŽŶůǇŵĞ
and my daughter and we don’t have any small children. But if some people think
they want to help us, I beg you that assistance is given to the families of martyrs
ǁŚŽŚĂǀĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͖ƚŚĞŶ/ǁŽƵůĚďĞƐĂƟƐĮĞĚ͘
This is touching and I think to myself that the mothers of martyrs are the greatĞƐƚďŽƵŶƟĞƐŽĨ'ŽĚŽŶĞĂƌƚŚ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĮŶĂůůǇƐĂǇƐ͗I pray to God to grant us the chance to recognize our
ĚƵƟĞƐĂŶĚĐĂƌƌǇƚŚĞŵŽƵƚ͘
The Leader then gets up and says good-bye to the family of martyr Gogik Toumanian.
***
EŽǁŽŶƚŚĞǁĂǇďĂĐŬ͕/ĚƌŝǀĞďǇŵĂŶǇŵŽƐƋƵĞƐĂŶĚ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶŝĂƐĂŶĚ/ŚĞĂƌƚŚĞ
ůŽƵĚƉƌĂǇĞƌƐĚĞǀŽƚĞĚƚŽƚŚŝƐƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐEŝŐŚƚŽĨYĂĚƌ͘/͛ŵŐŽŝŶŐŚŽŵĞƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ
ŵǇƌŝƚƵĂůƐ͕ďƵƚŶŽǁ/ŚĂǀĞĂĨĞĞůŝŶŐǀĞƌǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵĂĨĞǁŚŽƵƌƐĂŐŽďĞĨŽƌĞ
ƚŚĞǀŝƐŝƚƐƚŽƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ĨŽƌ/ďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚ/ŚĂǀĞƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚŝŶĂ
most virtuous service.
What is really more valuable and virtuous than what we did in the last few
ŚŽƵƌƐ͍ƚĂƚŝŵĞǁŚĞŶƚŚĞĞŶĞŵŝĞƐĚŽƚŚĞŝƌďĞƐƚƚŽĚĞƐƚƌŽǇ/ƐůĂŵĂŶĚƚŚĞ
Islamic Revolution, the families of martyrs are invincible trenches to defend
Islam: these families trained their young men to give up their lives in defense
of their country and their Revolution. These families who underwent great
ŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐĂŶĚƉĂŝŶƐǁŝƚŚƉĂƚŝĞŶĐĞĂƌĞĂƐƉƌĂŝƐĞͲǁŽƌƚŚǇĂƐƚŚĞŝƌŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘ŶĚ
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the enemy tries to destroy these trenches.
hŶĚĞƌƐƵĐŚĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͕ŽƵƌǁŝƐĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚďǇĚŝǀŝŶĞĂŶĚůĂǀŝƚĞƚĞĂĐŚings has realized that the most virtuous ritual at such occasions is to gladden
and to warm up the hearts of those mothers whose sons defended the dignity,
ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞĂŶĚĨƌĞĞĚŽŵŽĨŽƵƌŶĂƟŽŶ͘/ĂůǁĂǇƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĞĚŵǇƐĞůĨĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ
ŵŽƐƚǀĂůƵĂďůĞĂŶĚǀŝƌƚƵŽƵƐƌŝƚƵĂůǁŚŝĐŚĐŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞĂīĞĐƚĞĚƚŚĞĚĞƐƟŶǇŽĨŽƵƌ
ŶĂƟŽŶĂŶĚZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŵŝŶŐǇĞĂƌƐ͍EŽǁ/ŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŚĂƉƉǇƐŵŝůŝŶŐ
of a martyr’s mother, such as the mother of martyr Toumanian and her praying
are among the best rituals of this blessed Night.
***

/ŵĂŐĞŽĨĂƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ͞ůŝŬ͟
dŚĞŶĞǁƐŽĨǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐWƌĞƐĞŶĐĞƚƚŚĞ,ŽŵĞŽĨDĂƌƚǇƌƐ
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Mother and brother of martyr Musesian

Mother of martyr Toumanian

Martyr Toumanian’sƚŽŵď͕ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐĞŵĞƚƌǇ͕dĞŚƌĂŶ

Chapter 3
The year 1983

Seven
Volunteer
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The Family of martyrŵŝůƌũĞƌŽŶǌŽƌŝĂŶ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗2005ͬ12ͬ27

The Photo of
Martyr Emil Arjeron Azorian
Martyred in Chazzabeh, Khuzistan
Martyred on 1983ͬ2ͬ26

My daughter telephoned me and said: father, get up and come to our house.
 ـWhy, what is happening?
 ـWe have guests.
ـtĞůů͕ǁŚĂƚŚĂƐŝƚŐŽƚƚŽĚŽǁŝƚŚŵĞ͖ŝĨǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĂůŽŶĞ͕ĂƐŬǇŽƵƌƐŽŶƐĂŶĚ
their wives to come and help you.
 ـNo, father, Mishel and Sergei are both here, the guests come to visit us
because of our martyr Emil, and the mother went to Tabriz this morning,
ƐŽĂŶĞůĚĞƌƉĞƌƐŽŶŵƵƐƚďĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘
 ـOkay, I’ll be there in about two hours.
 ـNo, my daughter says, the guests are on the way.
 ـWell, I come immediately.
The name of my son-in-law was Emil. He was martyred in one of the war-fronts
some 23ǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͘ƚƚŚĂƚƟŵĞŝƚǁĂƐĂďŽƵƚ7ǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͛ƐŵĂƌriage with him. I loved my son-in-law because he was a really gentle, chivalrous
ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘,ĞƵƐĞĚƚŽĚƌŝǀĞĂƚƌƵĐŬ͘,ĞƐĂŝĚǁĞŵƵƐƚŚĞůƉƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽĂƌĞĮŐŚƚŝŶŐŝŶĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘,ĞĂĚĚĞĚ͗ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŐƌĞĂƚŶĞĞĚƚŽƚĂŬĞĨŽŽĚͲƐƚƵī
to the war-fronts. So he volunteered for this purpose.
,ĞƚŚĞŶĚƌŽǀĞƚŽDĂƐŚŚĂĚƚŽƚĂŬĞĂƚƌƵĐŬͲůŽĂĚŽĨĨŽŽĚͲƐƚƵīƚŽƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚƐŝŶƚŚĞ
south. He did not have to do this but he was determined to do this and said: It’s
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ŽƵƌĚƵƚǇƚŽŚĞůƉǁŝƚŚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĞīŽƌƚƐŝŶĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘tĞůů͕ŚĞĚŝĚĂŶĚ
he was martyred somewhere near Chazzabeh in the south.

/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚƚŚĂƚ/ƌĂƋŝĂŝƌƉůĂŶĞƐǁĞƌĞĚƌŽƉƉŝŶŐďŽŵďƐŽŶƌŽĂĚƐĂŶĚ
highways, so Emil and his assistant get out of truck and run to hide behind a
hill, but the area had been mined and both of them lost their lives when some
mines exploded.
,ŝƐ ŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐ ĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ ǁĂƐ ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ ďǇ ƐŽŵĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ͞ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ:ŝŚĂĚ͟ĂŶĚǁĞŚĞůĚŽƵƌĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇĂƚDĂũŝĚŝǇĂŚƵƌĐŚ͘
ĨĞǁĚĂǇƐĂŌĞƌŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶůĂĚǇǁŚŽŚĂĚƐĞĞŶŚŝƐƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚ
ĐĂŵĞƚŽƵƐǁĞĞƉŝŶŐĂŌĞƌĮŶĚŝŶŐŽƵƚƚŚĂƚŚĞŚĂĚĚŝĞĚ͘DǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌĂƐŬĞĚŚĞƌ
how she knew him and she said: We are a poor family, my husband has died, and
ǁĞǁĞƌĞŝŶǀĞƌǇďĂĚĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘
,ĞƵƐĞĚƚŽŚĞůƉƵƐďǇďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐƵƐƌŝĐĞ͕ĐŽŽŬŝŶŐŽŝůĂŶĚĨŽŽĚƐƚƵīĞǀĞƌǇŵŽŶƚŚ͘
DǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƚŽůĚŚĞƌ͗ĚŽŶ͛ƚǁŽƌƌǇ͖ǁĞ͛ůůĚŽƚŚĞƐĂŵĞĨŽƌǇŽƵ͘
ŵŝů ůŽǀĞĚ /ŵĂŵ ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ ĂŶĚ ŚŝƐ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ ďŽůĨĂǌů͕ ĂŶĚ ĞǀĞƌǇ ǇĞĂƌ ŚĞ ŚĞůƉĞĚ
ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ĐĞƌĞŵŽŶŝĞƐ ŽĨ dĂƐƵĂ ĂŶĚ ƐŚƵƌĂ ;ƚŚĞ ĚĂǇƐ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ /ŵĂŵ ĂŶĚ ŚŝƐ
brother were martyred in Karbala.)
For this reason some groups belonging to the Jihad took part in his mourning
ceremonies.
While walking towards my daughter’s house, not far from my own, all these
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memories paraded in my mind.
tŚĞŶ/ŐŽƚŚŽŵĞ͕/ŶŽƟĐĞĚĂĨĞǁƉĞŽƉůĞƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚŝŶside it and I said to myself: If they’re guests, why don’t they go in!
I asked my daughter about this and she said that the guests have not arrived yet.
tŚŽĂƌĞƚŚĞǇ͍/ĂƐŬĞĚ͕ĂŶĚƐŚĞƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁĂƐƚŚĞŐƵĞƐƚ͘
I don’t believe it, so I ask one of the men, and he assures me that it is true.
/ ďĞĐŽŵĞ Ă ůŝƩůĞ ŶĞƌǀŽƵƐ ĂƐ /͛ǀĞ ŶĞǀĞƌ ŵĞƚ ĂŶǇ ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ ŽĸĐŝĂůƐ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞ
ŚŝŐŚĞƐƚĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇŝŶƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽǀŝƐŝƚŽƵƌďƵŵďůĞŚŽƵƐĞĂƚƚŚĞƟŵĞ
ŽĨĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘
Personally I like Mr. Khamenei and before him I had great love and respect for
Imam Khomeini because he was such a great, courageous person.
KŶĞ ŽĨ ŵǇ ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ ŝƐ ƚŚĂƚ / ŚĂƚĞĚ ďƵůůŝĞƐ ĞǀĞŶ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ ŽǁŶ ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ ĂŶĚ
Imam Khomeini was the man who stood up against the greatest bullies in the
ǁŽƌůĚ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ƚŚĞh^ĂŶĚƚŚĞ^ŽǀŝĞƚhŶŝŽŶ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŚĂƐĂůƐŽĨŽůůŽǁĞĚŚŝƐ
path courageously.
KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞďƵůůŝĞƐŝƐĂůƌĞĂĚǇŐŽŶĞĂŶĚ/ŚŽƉĞƚŚĂƚŵĞƌŝĐĂǁŝůůĂůƐŽĐŽůůĂƉƐĞ͊
My daughter is preparing tea and sweets in the kitchen.
She is, in my opinion, more than a man: for some 23 years she has stood up
against all hardships and brought up his two sons properly.
I go and kiss her cheek and say: May God bless Emil, I wish he was here and
would witness your honour and dignity.
^ŚĞ ůŽŽŬƐ ĂǁĂǇ͖ ƐŚĞ ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ ǁĂŶƚ ŵĞ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ƚĞĂƌƐ ŝŶ ŚĞƌ ĞǇĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŶ ƐŚĞ
changes the subject.
ƚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞ^ĞƌŐĞŝĐŽŵĞƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͖ƚŚĞŐƵĞƐƚŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽĂƌƌŝǀĞ͘
/ǁĂŶƚƚŽŐŽŽƵƚĂŶĚǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŚĞŚŽŶŽƌĂďůĞŐƵĞƐƚďƵƚ/͛ŵƚŽůĚ/͛ĚďĞƩĞƌƐƚĂǇ
ŝŶƐŝĚĞ͖ƚŚĞǇĚŽŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚƚŽĂƩƌĂĐƚĂůŽƚŽĨĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͘
hŶƟů/ƐĂǁƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ͕/ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚŚĂƐĐŽŵĞƚŽŵǇĚĂƵŐŚter’s place.
,ĞƐĂǇƐ͚salam͛ƚŽĂůůĂŶĚǁĂƌŵůǇƐŚĂŬĞƐŚĂŶĚƐǁŝƚŚƵƐ͛ǁŝƚŚŚŝƐůĞŌŚĂŶĚ͘
I say welcome and Mishel and Sergei who say welcome to him.
KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ͛ƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐŝŶĨŽƌŵƐŚŝŵ͗dŚĞƐĞƚǁŽĂƌĞƚŚĞƐŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞ
martyr.
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ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚƐŵŝůĞƐĂƚƚŚĞŵŝŶĂǁĂƌŵ͕ĨĂƚŚĞƌůǇǁĂǇ͕ĂŶĚĞǀĞŶŵŽƌĞǁĂƌŵůǇǁŝƚŚ
my daughter.
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ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐŝƚƐĚŽǁŶŽŶĂƚǁŽͲƐĞĂƚĂƌŵĐŚĂŝƌ͕/ƐĂƚŽƉƉŽƐŝƚĞŚŝŵďƵƚ
ǀĞƌǇŶĞĂƌĂŶĚƚŚĞǇĂƚŽůůĂŚƚĞůůƐDŝƐŚĞů͕ƚŚĞĞůĚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƚŽƐŝƚŶĞǆƚƚŽŚŝŵ͘
ǀĞŶŽŶƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ/ŶĞǀĞƌǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚĂŶǇďŽĚǇƐŝƫŶŐƐŽĐůŽƐĞƚŽŚŝŵ͊
Mr. Khamenei, when talking to Mishel, puts his hand on Mishel’s knee. He then
ĂƐŬƐĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚ/ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂŶĚĂĚĚ͗ŶĚ/ĂŵƚŚĞ
father of the martyr’s wife, unfortunately the martyr’s mother travelled to Tabriz this morning. My daughter adds: If mother knew that you would be coming
here, she would have never gone to Tabriz to visit her daughter. One of the boys
says: If grandma was here, she would be delighted to meet you.
The leader says: Please give my best regards to her.

Ɛ/ĂŵƚŚĞĞůĚĞƐƚƉĞƌƐŽŶƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͕ŚĞƐƚĂƌƚƐƚĂůŬŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŵĞĮƌƐƚǁŝƚŚĂŬŝŶĚ͕ƐǁĞĞƚ
smile: May God make your life more pleasant and reward you most properly and
keep your daughter and your grand-sons in the best of health and happiness.
I say: Thank you, our prayers are also for your good health to live long to lead
this country.
The leader turns to Mishel and asks: Well, what do you do?
 ـI run a shop.
 ـWhy don’t you study?
 ـI did study up to a point and started to work in a shop.
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 ـWhat did you study?
 ـBusiness management.
ـŝĚǇŽƵŐĞƚǇŽƵƌ͍͘͘
ـ/ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĮŶŝƐŚƚŚĞĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ͖ƚŚĞŚŽŵĞĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐǁĞƌĞŚŝŐŚ͕ƐŽ/ŽƉĞŶĞĚ
the shop.
 ـWhat sort of shop do you have?
 ـWe sell protein materials.
ŶĚĂŌĞƌƚŚŝƐ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌůŽŽŬƐĂƚ^ĞƌŐĞŝĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ͗How about you, dear son?
 ـI received a computer diploma and now help my brother in the shop.
ـzŽƵĐŽƵůĚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚǇŽƵ͍
 ـSomehow I wasn’t lucky.
My daughter says: they’re both married.
The Leader asks: where do their families live?
 ـThey do not live with us.
 ـThen you live here alone?
ـzĞƐ͘
 ـSo the boys are your guests this evening!
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞĐŽŵĞƚŽƚŚĞŝƌŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞ͘
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ŶĚDŝƐŚĞůƐĂǇƐ͗/ĨƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŚĞƌĞƚŽŶŝŐŚƚ͕ƚŚĞǇǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶǀĞƌǇŚĂƉƉǇ͖ŝƚ
is a great pity. The Leader says: God willing, you’ll be successful in life.
He adds: ŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶǇĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͍
The boys reply: Not yet!
The boys smile and the older people laugh. The atmosphere has become so inƟŵĂƚĞ͕ƚŚĞĞĂƌůŝĞƌĂŶǆŝĞƚǇŝƐŐŽŶĞĂŶĚǁĞĂƌĞƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂƐ
close friends.
The Leader says: well, well, of course I like it when people get married in younger
ages, I appreciate this.
My daughter and I agree with the Leader and say: This way they’ll manage to
have a family earlier.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ͗zĞƐ͕ƚŚĞŶƚŚĞǇ͛ůůŚĂǀĞƚŽƚƌǇŚĂƌĚĂŶĚƉƵƚƚŚĞŝƌŚŽƵƐĞŝŶŽƌĚĞƌ͘
Then he looks at the photo and asks my daughter: How old was he when he was
martyred?
 ـHe was 30 and we had been married for seven years.
 ـWhich year?
 ـEarly 1983 at the front in Chazzabeh area.
 ـWas he in the military?
ـEŽ͕ŚĞǁŽƌŬĞĚŝŶƚŚĞŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ:ŝŚĂĚ͘
dŚŝƐũƵŶĐƚƵƌĞŝƐƚŚĞďĞƐƚƉĂƌƚŽĨŽƵƌĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞĞĂĐŚŽŶĞŽĨƵƐŶĂƌrates something about the martyr.
/ƐĂǇ͗,ĞĚƌŽǀĞĂƚƌƵĐŬůŽĂĚĞĚǁŝƚŚĨŽŽĚƐƚƵīĂŶĚŚĞƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĂůůŽǁ
ŽƵƌƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐĂŶĚĮŐŚƚĞƌƐƚŽƐƵīĞƌĨƌŽŵƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞƐ͘
^ĞƌŐĞŝƐĂŝĚ͗,ĞǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌĞĚƚŽĚŽƚŚŝƐƌŝƐŬǇũŽď͖ŚĞĞǀĞŶŽŶĐĞƐƚĂǇĞĚǁŝƚŚƐŽůdiers at the front and helped with preparing trenches.
DǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗KŶůǇƚŽŚĞůƉǁŝƚŚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĞīŽƌƚƐ͘
The leader says: Commendable, may God give proper reward both to him and to
ǇŽƵ͕ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƚŽƚŚŝƐůĂĚǇǁŚŽƐƵīĞƌĞĚŵƵĐŚďƵƚŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽďƌŝŶŐƵƉƚǁŽĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘
DǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/ĂŵŶŽǁƋƵŝƚĞŚĂƉƉǇ͕ƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĮŶŝƐŚƚŚĞŝƌƐƚƵĚŝĞƐďƵƚ
they’re very good, hard-working sons, this is enough for me.
True, says the Leader, ǁŚĞŶǇŽƵďƌŝŶŐƵƉŐŽŽĚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ǇŽƵǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨĂƌĞƚŚĞĮƌƐƚ
ƉĞƌƐŽŶƚŽďĞƐĂƟƐĮĞĚ͘
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DǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌĂůƐŽƐĂǇƐ͗,ĞŚĂĚĂŶĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚͲĚƌŝǀĞƌ͕ĂŵĂŶĨƌŽŵEĞǇƐŚĂďƵƌ͖ŵǇ
husband had told him that he should go by himself but the man rejected this. He
had said to my martyred husband: No, my blood is not worthier than yours. So
they drove together and were martyred together.
zĞƐ͕ƚŚŽƐĞǇĞĂƌƐ͕ǁĞŚĂĚŐƌŽƵƉƐŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐƐĂƚƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚƐ͕ says
the Leader.
DǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƐĞŶƚďǇƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŽƵŶĐŝůŽĨ<ŚĂůŝĨĂƚĞ͘
That’s right, says the Leader and adds:/ĂůƐŽŚĂǀĞŵǇŽǁŶĂĐƋƵĂŝŶƚĂŶĐĞǁŝƚŚĂŶĚ
ŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐŽĨƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͘
I say to myself: What sort of memories could they be!
ŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ͗
 ـin the year 1963 I was in prison*͕ŝŶƚŚĞŝŶĨĂŵŽƵƐ'ŚĞǌĞůYĂůĂƉƌŝƐŽŶ͖ŝƚ
was one of the most horrible prisons in the Shah’s regime.
*ഩƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͛ƐƌĞŐŝŵĞ͕ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁĂƐĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚĂŶĚŝŵƉƌŝƐŽŶĞĚĂŶĚƚŽƌƚƵƌĞĚ6ƟŵĞƐ͘,ĞƐĞƌǀĞĚƟŵĞŝŶ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƉƌŝƐŽŶƐŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶĂŶĚDĂƐŚŚĂĚĂŶĚĮŶĂůůǇŚĞǁĂƐƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞĚƚŽďĞŝŶĞǆŝůĞŝŶ/ƌĂŶƐŚĂŚƌĂŶĚ:ŝƌŽŌŝŶƐŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ/ƌĂŶ͘
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dŚĞƉƌŝƐŽŶŚĂĚƚǁŽƐĞĐƟŽŶƐĐĂůůĞĚ͞ƐŝŶŐůĞĐĞůůƐ͟ĂŶĚ͞ƉƵďůŝĐĐĞůůƐ͘͟dŚĞƌĞ
ǁĂƐĂǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶŝŶƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐĐĞůůƐǁŚŽƐĞŶĂŵĞǁĂƐ'ĂŐŝŬǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͘,Ğ
ǁĂƐŝŵƉƌŝƐŽŶĞĚĨŽƌďĞŝŶŐĂŶĂĐƟǀĞŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨƚŚĞdƵĚĞŚ;ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚͿ
WĂƌƚǇ ŽĨ /ƌĂŶ͘ / ŬŶĞǁ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ Ă ůĞŌŝƐƚ ďƵƚ / ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ ŬŶŽǁ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ Ă dƵĚĞŚ
member. My cell was a few rooms away from his. There were 23 cells
ŝŶ ƚŚŝƐ ƐĞĐƟŽŶ͘ 'ƌĂĚƵĂůůǇ ǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ ĂŶĚ / ďĞĐĂŵĞ ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͘ ŵŽŶŐ ƚŚĞ
ƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞƐŽŵĞƌĂďƐĨƌŽŵ<ŚƵǌŝƐƚĂŶ͘/ŶƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐƐŽĨƚŚĞ
ŵŽŶƚŚŽĨƚŚĞZĂŵĂĚĂŶ͕ƚŚĞƐĞƌĂďƐǁŽƵůĚƐƉƌĞĂĚƐŽŵĞďůĂŶŬĞƚƐŝŶƚŚĞ
corridors to perform some rituals concerning this holy month. The widths
of the corridors were about 1.5 or 2 meters. They used to ask me to join
them and preach for them, and I, as a clergyman, joined them, and talked
ƚŽƚŚĞŵĂďŽƵƚ/ŵĂŵůŝĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌ/ƐůĂŵŝĐƐƵďũĞĐƚƐ͘
ǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ ŚĂĚ Ă ĨŽůĚŝŶŐͲĐŚĂŝƌ͘ ƚ ƚŚĞƐĞ ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐ ŚĞ ǁŽƵůĚ ĐŽŵĞ ĂŶĚ
ƐŝƚŽŶŚŝƐĐŚĂŝƌĂƚĂĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĂŶĚůŝƐƚĞŶĞĚƚŽŽƵƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ͖ŚĞ
seemed to like what we did and said, and we talked with each other a few
ƟŵĞƐ͖ŚĞǁĂƐĂƩƌĂĐƚĞĚƚŽŵǇĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͘
dŚĞƐĞĐĞƌĞŵŽŶŝĞƐĂůƐŽƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚƐŽŵĞĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐĨŽƌƚĞĂ͕ƐƵŐĂƌĂŶĚƚŚĞůŝŬĞ͘
ǀĞƌǇ ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ ŽŶĞ ƉĞƌƐŽŶ ǁŽƵůĚ ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ ƚŚĞŵ͘ ǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ ĐĂŵĞ ƚŽ ŵĞ
ĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗/ĂŵĂŚƌŝƐƟĂŶďƵƚ/ůŝŬĞƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƚŚĞƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚƐƚƵīĨŽƌŽŶĞ
ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘/ƚŽůĚŚŝŵŝƚǁĂƐĂůƌŝŐŚƚ͘KŶĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͕ĂŌĞƌŽƵƌƌŝƚƵĂůƐŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗&Žƌ
tomorrow evening I shall provide everything.
ŶǇǁĂǇŐƌĂĚƵĂůůǇǁĞǁĞƌĞĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͘,ĞǁĂƐĂŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚďƵƚ͕ĂƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵ
that, he was a very kind, polite, well-mannered and a good friend for me.
^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐǁĞǁĞƌĞĂůůŽǁĞĚƚŽŐŽƚŽƚŚĞǇĂƌĚƚŽĚŽƐŽŵĞĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ͖ǁĞĚŝĚ
our exercises together. He knew good English and said he would like to
help me improve my English.
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ĂƐ/ƐĂŝĚ͕ǁĞǁĞƌĞŐŽŽĚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͘,ĞǁĂƐůĂƚĞƌƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞĚƚŽĂĨĞǁ
years of imprisonment, so, when I was about to be released, I went to him
ĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗/ƐƚŚĞƌĞĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ/ĐĂŶĚŽĨŽƌǇŽƵǁŚĞŶ/ĂŵŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͍ŶĚŚĞƐĂŝĚ
that his apartment was in Shemiran and that, if I could, it would be nice to
pay a visit there and see if my wife needs anything.
^ŽǁŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚ͕/ƚƌŝĞĚŚĂƌĚƚŽĮŶĚƚŚŝƐĂƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƋƵĞƐ-
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ƟŽŶŝŶŐĂĨĞǁƉĞŽƉůĞ͕/ĨŽƵŶĚƚŚĞƉůĂĐĞ͖ƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞŵĂŶǇƐƚĂŝƌƐ͕/ǁĂůŬĞĚ
ƵƉĂŶĚŬŶŽĐŬĞĚĂƚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌ͘ŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶůĂĚǇŽƉĞŶĞĚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌ͖ƚŚĞƌĞ
were also a few children about her. I said to her: I was in prison together
ǁŝƚŚDƌ͘ǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͕ǁĞǁĞƌĞĨƌŝĞŶĚƐƚŚĞƌĞ͘/͛ǀĞĐŽŵĞŚĞƌĞƚŽĂƐŬǇŽƵŝĨ/
can do any service for you. The lady said in a very cold voice: No, I don’t
need anything! Here the Leader loughs and adds: well, maybe she was
ƌŝŐŚƚ͗ĂĐůĞƌŐǇŵĂŶŚĂƐĐŽŵĞƚŽƵƐĂŶĚƚĂůŬƐĂďŽƵƚƉŽůŝƟĐƐ͕ƉƌŝƐŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ůŝŬĞ͖ ƚŚĞ ǁŚŽůĞ ƚŚŝŶŐ ǁĂƐ ƵŶƵƐƵĂů ŝŶ ŚĞƌ ǀŝĞǁ͘ ^ŚĞ ďĞŚĂǀĞĚ ĐŽůĚůǇ ĂŶĚ
ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚƉĂǇĂŶǇĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͘dŚĞŶ/ǁĞŶƚƚŽDĂƐŚŚĂĚĨŽƌĂĐŽƵƉůĞŽĨǁĞĞŬƐ
and when I returned to Tehran, I went to Ghezel Qala Prison to meet
ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐƚŚĞƌĞŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͘/ŚĂĚƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞĚƐŽŵĞĨƌƵŝƚƐ͕ƐǁĞĞƚƐ͕
ďŝƐĐƵŝƚƐĂŶĚĐŝŐĂƌĞƩĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞŵ͘dŚĞǇŚĂĚĐŽŵĞŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĐĞůůƐƚŽŵĞĞƚ
visitors but when I was there, they never allowed me to meet any visitors.
dŽĐƵƚĂůŽŶŐƐƚŽƌǇƐŚŽƌƚ͕ĂŌĞƌƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕/ĐĂŵĞŽƵƚŽĨŵǇŚŽƵƐĞŽŶ
Iran Street to do some errand and I saw an old man coming towards me.
Well, many years had passed, some 16 years, since we were in prison toŐĞƚŚĞƌ͘/ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞŚŝŵďƵƚŚĞƐĂŝĚ͖/͛ŵ'ĂŐŝŬǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͊
tĞǁĞƌĞĂůůŵŽƐƚĞǆĐŝƚĞĚďǇƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞďŽǇƐĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚƚĂŬĞ
ƚŚĞŝƌ ĞǇĞƐ ĂǁĂǇ ĨƌŽŵ Śŝŵ͘ tĞ ŚĂĚ ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇ ĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶ ƚŚĂƚ ǁĞ ŚĂǀĞ ƐŽŵĞ
ŐƵĞƐƚƐĂŶĚƚŚĂƚǁĞŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚŽīĞƌĞĚƚŚĞŵĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͕ƐŽŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŐŽĞƐƚŽƚŚĞ
kitchen to bring something.
/ŶƚŚĞŵĞĂŶƟŵĞ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚĂůŬƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞďŽǇƐ͛ŶĂŵĞƐ͗Mishel, well, it’s proŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ ĂŶĚ ǁƌŝƩĞŶ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ ŝŶ ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ ƐƵĐŚ ĂƐ DŝĐŚĞů͕ DŝŬĂŝů͕
Miikhael, and the French say Michel, pronounced as your grandson’s name.
,ĞĂůƐŽƚĂůŬƐĂďŽƵƚŵǇŶĂŵĞďƌĂŚĂŵǁŚŝĐŚŝŶWĞƌƐŝĂŶĂŶĚƌĂďŝĐŝƐďƌĂŚŝŵ͘
Then my daughter brings tea in glasses and Mishel gets up to lay one in front of
the Leader when he says: please bring me one in a smaller glass! We are really
ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐĞĚďǇƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐƐŝŵƉůĞ͕ŬŝŶĚŵĂŶŶĞƌƐ͘^ĞƌŐĞŝŽīĞƌƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƉŝĞĐĞ
of creamy cake but he says: dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ͕/͛ůůŚĂǀĞŝƚǁŝƚŚĂůŝƩůĞƐƵŐĂƌ͘
/ƚĂŬĞĂĚǀĂŶƚĂŐĞŽĨƚŚĞŵŽŵĞŶƚĂŶĚƐĂǇƚŽŚŝŵǁŚĂƚŝƐƌĞĂůůǇŝŶŵǇŚĞĂƌƚ͗zŽƵƌ
stepping into our house, has blessed this place, I hope you’ll stay strong and in
good health for many years to come.
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ŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/ŚŽƉĞƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇǁŝůůŬĞĞƉǇŽƵŝŶŚŝƐƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ
and I pray that you all will be truly happy in your hearts.
DǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŝƐƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐƚŽŽīĞƌĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶŵĞŶƚƐďƵƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗zŽƵƉůĞĂƐĞ
ƐŝƚĚŽǁŶ͖ŵǇĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐǁŝůůĚŽƚŚĞũŽď͘
/ƚĂŬĞĂůŽŽŬĂƚŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐ͖ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŵŽƐƚůǇǇŽƵŶŐ͕ǀĞƌǇƐŝŵƉůǇĚƌĞƐƐĞĚĂŶĚ
/ŶŽƟĐĞƚŚĞƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚĞƌĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞŵĂŶĚƐĂǇ͗WůĞĂƐĞƚĂŬĞĂƉŚŽƚŽŽĨƵƐǁŝƚŚ
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͖ǁĞǁĂŶƚƚŽďŽĂƐƚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁĂƐǁŝƚŚƵƐŽŶĐĞ͊dŚĞ
photographer aims his camera at us and the Leader smiles when he’s taking the
photo and then says to the photographer: ŽŶ͛ƚĨŽƌŐĞƚƚŽŐŝǀĞŝƚƚŽƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͘
Then he goes on talking to the boy about their shop and their work and Mishel
ƐĂǇƐ͗ǁĞůů͕ŽƵƌũŽďŝƐƐŽŵĞŚŽǁƚŽƵŐŚ͘ŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ Well, you also do
tough jobs like your grand-father!
DŝƐŚĞůĂĚĚƐ͗ŝƚ͛ƐƚƌƵĞ͕ĨŽƌĂŌĞƌŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ŝƚǁĂƐŐƌĂŶĚͲƉĂǁŚŽƚŽŽŬ
care of us, expenses and everything and I say: No, it was no trouble because you
ĂƌĞƐƵĐŚŐŽŽĚďŽǇƐĂŶĚǇŽƵĂƌĞŝŶŐŽŽĚŚĞĂůƚŚ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐĞŶŽƵŐŚĨŽƌŵĞ͘dŚĞǇĂtollah says: Thank God, thank God, may God protect them for you.
He then asks the boy about their church-going, and they say: we go once a week.
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He then drinks his tea and again takes a deep look at Emil’s photo and comments: The feeling that this martyr creates in others is most valuable, a young
man, who has a wife and two children, goes to war-fronts to help, this spirit is
something that must be revered by all, most valuable, we are all indebted to
ƐƵĐŚƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƟĞƐ͘
Mishel says: Well, one who is born and bred in this country is obligated to defend
his country, his family and his honour by shedding his blood.
The Leader says: zŽƵ͛ƌĞƌŝŐŚƚďƵƚƐƵĐŚƚŚŝŶŐƐĂƌĞĞĂƐŝĞƌƐĂŝĚƚŚĂŶĚŽŶĞ͊&ŽƌƚŚŽƐĞ
ǁŚŽƌĞĂůůǇƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƚŚĞŵĂƌĞǀĂůƵĂďůĞƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƟĞƐ͖ǇŽƵŵĂǇĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌĂǇŽƵŶŐ
man who is very knowledgeable but he possesses this spirit, this will and the
ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚƚŽŝŐŶŽƌĞŵĂŶǇǁŽƌůĚůǇĂƩƌĂĐƟŽŶƐ͕ŶŽƚĞǀĞƌǇƉĞƌƐŽŶĐŽƵůĚĂīŽƌĚŝƚ͘
Now my daughter, the martyr’s wife says: true, true, believe me, the night before
his departure he said: I know I’ll be the target of some bullets, some grenades
or bombs. I turned to him and said: Well, if you’re sure that something like that
ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ͕ƚŚĞŶĚŽŶ͛ƚŐŽ͕ǇŽƵĚŽŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞƚŽ͘ŶĚŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗/ƐǁĞĂƌƚŽ'ŽĚ͕/ĐĂŶŶŽƚ
help going. Then he wrote his will and went away.
My daughter cannot go on, no one says anything for a few moments, we are
looking at the martyr’s photo. Finally it is the Leader who breaks the silence and
tells everyone, including his companions: Why don’t you have your teas?
ŶĚ͕ƚŚĞŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐŚĂŶĚƐŚŝŵƚǁŽƐŵĂůůďŽǆĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ
gives one to my daughter and says: this other one is for the martyr’s mother
who is not here.
/ƚŚĂŶŬŚŝŵĂŶĚƐĂǇ͗zŽƵƌǀŝƐŝƚǁĂƐƚŚĞŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚŐŝŌǁĞƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͘
The Leader says: their material worth is not important, they’re as keep-sakes of
ŽƵƌŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͘ and then he gets up to say farewell.
,ĞŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽůĞĂǀĞĂŶĚ/ĂůƌĞĂĚǇĨĞĞůƚŚĂƚ/ŵŝƐƐŚŝŵ͘ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞůĂƐƚŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ
ŵǇĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂŶĚůŽǀĞĨŽƌŚŝŵŚĂƐĚŽƵďůĞĚĂŶĚ/ĨĞĞůƚŚĂƚ/ůŝŬĞŚŝŵĂƐŵƵĐŚĂƐ/
liked Imam Khomeini.
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dŚĞĮƌƐƚŚŽƵƐĞ
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The Family of MartyrsĂǌŐĞŶǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1985ͬ1ͬ1

The Photo of

Martyr Vazgen Avaneisian
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶĞŚůŽƌĂŶ͕/ůĂŵ
The Spring of 1983

ƚŶŝŐŚƚ/ĂůǁĂǇƐĚƌĞĂŵƚŽĨsĂǌŐĞŶĂŶĚĚƵƌŝŶŐĚĂǇƟŵĞ/ůŽŽŬĞĚĨŽƌŚŝŵĞǀĞƌǇwhere. For some 7 days and nights I was not myself. I could not feel or underƐƚĂŶĚĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐĂŶĚĚŝĚŶŽƚŬŶŽǁǁŚĂƚǁĂƐŐŽŝŶŐŽŶĂďŽƵƚŵĞ͘ŐŚĂ'ŽůŐĂǀĞ
me such a shock that I was like those who receive sound waves near explosion.
ŐŚĂ'ŽůǁĂƐŵǇƉĂƚĞƌŶĂůĐŽƵƐŝŶĂŶĚsĂǌŐĞŶǁĂƐŵǇǇŽƵŶŐĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͘KŶĞĚĂǇ
ĂƚĂďŽƵƚŶŽŽŶƟŵĞ/ǁĂƐƌĞƉĂŝƌŝŶŐĂĐĂƌǁŚĞŶŚĞĐĂŵĞĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗ĐŽŵĞǁŝƚŚŵĞ͕
I went to purchase some parts for my car and I don’t know about them as much
as you.
/ ůĞŌ ƚŚĞ ƐŚŽƉ ǁŝƚŚ ŵǇ ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ ĂŶĚ͕ ŝŶ ŵǇ ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐ͛Ɛ ŐĂƌŵĞŶƚ͕ ŐŽƚ ŝŶƚŽ ŚŝƐ
ĐĂƌ͘KŶƚŚĞǁĂǇǁĞǁĞƌĞďƵƐǇƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌǁŚĞŶ/ŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞŚĂƐ
ƐƚŽƉƉĞĚŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨƚŚĞ&ŽƌĞŶƐŝĐDĞĚŝĐŝŶĞKĸĐĞ͘ŽŵĞǁŝƚŚŵĞ͕/ǁĂŶƚƚŽƐĞĞĂ
friend for a few minutes, said he.
I said: No, my clothes are not suitable, I stay in the car.
He said: No problem, let’s go, we should meet this friend of mine.
hŶǁŝůůŝŶŐůǇ/ĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚŚŝŵ͕ĂŌĞƌǁĞĞŶƚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞƉůĂĐĞ͕/ƐĂǁƚŚĂƚŝƚǁĂƐƐŽ
ĐƌŽǁĚĞĚƚŚĂƚŶŽŽŶĞƉĂŝĚĂŶǇĂƩĞŶƟŽŶƚŽǁŚĂƚ/ǁĂƐǁĞĂƌŝŶŐ͘,ĞǁĞŶƚŝŶƚŽƚŚĞ
ŵŽƌŐƵĞƚŚĞƌĞĂŶĚƚĂůŬĞĚƚŽƐŽŵĞƉĞƌƐŽŶĂŶĚŚĞƚŽŽŬƵƐƚŽƚŚĞƐĞĐƟŽŶǁŚĞƌĞ
they kept corpses in big refrigerators.
ŐŚĂ'Žů͛ƐĨƌŝĞŶĚŚĂĚĂƉŝĞĐĞŽĨƉĂƉĞƌŝŶŚŝƐŚĂŶĚĂŶĚƚŽŽŬƵƐƚŽƚŚĞƐŝĚĞŽĨĂ
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3-storeyed refrigerator and, one by one, pulled their drawers out. I didn’t underƐƚĂŶĚǁŚĂƚǁĂƐŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐ͖ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐŝƚĂůůĂďŽƵƚ͊/ŽŶůǇƐĂǁĨŽƌĂŇĂƐŚŝŶŐŵŽŵĞŶƚ
that the face of the corpse in the middle drawer was that of my brother Vazgen!
By seeing his face, I could not keep my balance, my eyes went dark and I fell
down on the ground.
Ɛ/ƐĂŝĚ/ůŽƐƚŵǇŵĞŶƚĂůďĂůĂŶĐĞĨŽƌĂǁĞĞŬďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨƚŚĞǁĂǇŵǇĐŽƵƐŝŶƚŽůĚ
ŵĞŽĨŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͖ŚĞǁĂƐĚĞĂĚĂŶĚ/ǁĂƐŵĂĚ͘
The way my father was informed was not less painful. My father used to sit on
a chair in front of our house and chat with friends and neighbours. The same
day I was informed of Vazgen’s martyrdom, somebody was going to inform my
ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ͘&ĂƚŚĞƌǁĂƐƐŝƫŶŐŽŶŚŝƐĐŚĂŝƌŝŶƚŚĞĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨƚŚĞ
ŚŽƵƐĞǁŚĞŶĂŵĂŶĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐŚŝŵĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ͗ŽǇŽƵŬŶŽǁǁŚĞƌĞŚŽƵƐĞEŽ͘8
is in this street.
 ـHere it is, my father replies
ـƌĞǇŽƵĂƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŽĨƚŚŝƐŚŽƵƐĞ͍
ـzĞƐ͕/Ăŵ͕ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐǇŽƵƌĚĞŵĂŶĚ͕/ĂŵĂƚǇŽƵƌƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘
ـŽǇŽƵŚĂƉƉĞŶƚŽŬŶŽǁsĂǌŐĞŶ͍
ـzĞƐ/ŬŶŽǁŚŝŵ͕ŚĞ͛ƐĂƐŽůĚŝĞƌ͘
ـtŚĂƚ͛ƐǇŽƵƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚŚŝŵ͍
ـDǇĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ǁŚǇĂƌĞǇŽƵŝŶƚĞƌƌŽŐĂƟŶŐŵĞ͍dĞůůŵĞǁŚĂƚǇŽƵǁĂŶƚ͘
ـtĞůů͕/ŵƵƐƚŬŶŽǁǇŽƵƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚsĂǌŐĞŶ͕ƐĂǇƐƚŚĞŵĂŶ͘
^ـƵƉƉŽƐĞ/͛ŵŽŶĞŽĨŚŝƐƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐ͘
ŶĚƚŚĞŵĂŶƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇƐĂǇƐ͗ǁĞůů͕ŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƚǁŽĚĂǇƐĂŐŽ͊,ŝƐĐŽƌƉƐĞŝƐ
now deposited at the Forensic Medicine Morgue, so please try to contact his
father and mother and tell them to go to that morgue to take away their son’s
corpse for proper burial.
,ĞĂƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ͕ŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌĐŽůůĂƉƐĞĚŽŶŚŝƐĨŽůĚŝŶŐͲĐŚĂŝƌ͕ŝƚǁĂƐĂƉĂƌƟĂů
ŚĞĂƌƚͲĂƩĂĐŬǁŚŝĐŚŵĂĚĞŚŝŵƚŽƐƚĂǇĂƚŚŽŵĞŽŶĂǁŚĞĞůͲĐŚĂŝƌƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽĨŚŝƐůŝĨĞ͘
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕sĂǌŐĞŶ͛ƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞǁŽƵůĚĮŶŝƐŚŝŶĂďŽƵƚ22ĚĂǇƐ͛ƟŵĞǁŚĞŶŚĞ
was martyred at the age of 21͘DǇĨĂƚŚĞƌŚĂĚĮǀĞƐŽŶƐĂŶĚƚǁŽĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐďƵƚ
sĂǌŐĞŶǁĂƐƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƐƚ͖ŚĞǁĂƐǀĞƌǇŬŝŶĚƚŽĂůůĂŶĚƐŽŚĞǁĂƐǀĞƌǇĚĞĂƌƚŽƚŚĞ
whole family.
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ŌĞƌƚŚĞ3rd and 7th evenings of mourning ceremonies following his burial, I
could not stay at home any longer and so decided to go to the war-front region in
<ŚŽƌƌĂŵͲĂďĂĚǁŚĞƌĞŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͘dŚĞƌĞǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇŽĸĐŝĂůƐĨŽƵŶĚ
out who I was and why I’ve come, a Jeep was put at my disposal together with a
soldier to drive it. On the way to Vazgen’s place of martyrdom, some bombs and
ƐŚĞůůƐĞǆƉůŽĚĞĚĂďŽƵƚƵƐďƵƚĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵŚŝƚƚŚĞĐĂƌ͘ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ǁĞ
managed to reach the place which was some 40ŬŝůŽŵĞƚĞƌƐĂǁĂǇĨƌŽŵĞŚůŽƌĂŶ͘
First I went to meet the commander of this garrison, that is, Vazgen’s garrison.
The commander was the person whom Vazgen always praised for his character.
When I entered his room and as soon as he found out that I was Vazgen’s brother, his eyes were full of tears and he actually wept. Then he pulled himself away
ĨƌŽŵŚŝƐĚĞƐŬĂŶĚƚŚĞŶ/ƌĞĂůŝǌĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐƐŝƫŶŐŽŶĂǁŚĞĞůͲĐŚĂŝƌĂŶĚƚŚĂƚ
he had lost both his legs from the knees down! I sat next to him and he told me
a lot about Vazgen, while weeping. I was silent and only listened to him and he,
among other thing said:
ـ,ĞǁĂƐŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůǇƐĞůŇĞƐƐĂƐŝĨŚŝƐƐŽƵůŚĂĚƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞĚĨƌŽŵŚŝƐďŽĚǇ͕ĂƐŝĨ
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ŚĞǁĂƐŶŽƚůŝǀŝŶŐŽŶƚŚĞĞĂƌƚŚ͘>ĂĐŬŽĨƐůĞĞƉ͕ƟƌĞĚŶĞƐƐĂŶĚŚƵŶŐĞƌĚŝĚ
ŶŽƚŵĂƩĞƌƚŽŚŝŵ͘,ĞǁŽƌŬĞĚĂƐŵƵĐŚĂƐĮǀĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ŚĞǁĂƐƌĞƐƚůĞƐƐ͕
he was always on the move. I used to be the last person to go to sleep,
ďƵƚ / ŽŌĞŶ ŶŽƟĐĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ƐƟůů ƌĞƉĂŝƌŝŶŐ ŽƵƌ ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ
ŽƚŚĞƌŵĞĂŶƐŽĨĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘tŚĞŶ/ǁŽŬĞƵƉŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͕/ƐĂǁ
him already working. Because of his constant labour, we never faced any
ĚĞĨĞĐƚƐ Žƌ ƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͘ Ɛ ǇŽƵ ŬŶŽǁ͕ ŐŽŽĚ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶŝƐǀŝƚĂůĨŽƌĂŶǇŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƵŶŝƚ͕ŝƚ͛ƐĂƐŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇĂƐĂǁĂůŬŝŶŐͲƐƟĐŬĨŽƌĂǁĞĂŬ͕ŽůĚŵĂŶ͘
He talked about Vazgen for almost half an hour with tears in his eyes. Then he
ƉƵůůĞĚ ŚŝƐ ĚƌĂǁĞƌ ĂŶĚ ŐĂǀĞ ŵĞ ƚŚĞ ďŽŽŬůĞƚ ŽĨ sĂǌŐĞŶ͛Ɛ ŽīͲĚĂǇƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŽůĚ ŵĞ͗
Now whenever I miss him, I page through this booklet and talk to him!
I managed to meet three other friends of Vazgen. Each of them wept when
talking about him as if they had lost their own brother. Before coming here, I
ĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͕ŶŽŵĂƩĞƌŚŽǁŚĂƌĚ/ƚƌŝĞĚƚŽĂĐĐĞƉƚŝƚ͕
ďƵƚĂŌĞƌ/ĐĂŵĞĂŶĚŵĞƚŚŝƐĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌĂŶĚŚŝƐĐŽŵƌĂĚĞƐ͕/ďĞĐĂŵĞƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůůǇ
calm and could believe that he was martyred for what he believed in.
The Visit
ǇĞĂƌůĂƚĞƌ͕ĂďŽƵƚŚƌŝƐƟŵĂƐ͕ǁŚĞŶ/ĐĂŵĞďĂĐŬŚŽŵĞĨƌŽŵǁŽƌŬ͕/ƐĂǁƚǁŽ
persons walking in front of our house and when I was about to open the door,
they came towards me and asked: Whom do you want here?!
I was really surprised: instead of me asking them what they’re doing in front of my
ŚŽƵƐĞ͕ƚŚĞǇĂƐŬŵĞǁŚĂƚ/ǁĂŶƚŚĞƌĞ͊ŶǇǁĂǇ/ƐĂŝĚ͗ƚŚŝƐŝƐŵǇŚŽƵƐĞ͕ŵǇŚŽŵĞ͘
They then apologized and said: please go in. and when I entered the house I saw
ƚǁŽŽƚŚĞƌƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌƐƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽŵǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͘ƚƚŚŝƐŵŽŵĞŶƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞ
door opened and the President, Mr. Khamenei came in. I was shocked!
My parents stepped forward to welcome him. Of course the President’s comƉĂŶŝŽŶƐŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚŵǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂŶĚŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐǀŝƐŝƚ͖ŝƚǁĂƐ
only I who didn’t know and was so surprised.
This visit was most unusual for us because, we had never heard that he visits the
ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘/ŶůĂƚĞƌǇĞĂƌƐ͕ŵĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĂǁĂƌĞŽĨƚŚŝƐ
ďƵƚƚŚĞŶ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇǁĂƐƚŚĞǀĞƌǇĮƌƐƚƚŽďĞǀŝƐŝƚĞĚďǇƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ŝƚ
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ǁĂƐƐŽŽĚĚ͘ǀĞŶĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǀŝƐŝƚ͕ǁŚĞŶ/ƚŽůĚŽƚŚĞƌƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚĐĂŵĞƚŽ
our house, nobody believed it!
Well, the President arrived and was our guest for almost an hour. My father who,
ĂŌĞƌsĂǌŐĞŶ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ŚĂƐďĞĞŶďĞĚͲƌŝĚĚĞŶĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚƐŝƚŽŶĂĐŽƵĐŚĂŶĚƐĂƚ
ŽŶƚŚĞŇŽŽƌĂŶĚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚǁĂƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽƐŝƚŶĞǆƚƚŽŚŝŵŽŶƚŚĞŇŽŽƌďƵƚŵǇ
ĨĂƚŚĞƌŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞŵƵƐƚƐŝƚŽŶƚŚĞĐŽƵĐŚ͘ŶǇǁĂǇƚŚĞǇƚĂůŬĞĚǁŝƚŚĞĂĐŚŽƚŚer warmly as friends. That evening two of my cousins and a few of my nephews
ǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘
It was Christmas Eve and the President congratulated my parents on the occaƐŝŽŶ͘ ,Ğ ĂůƐŽ ĞŶƋƵŝƌĞĚ ĂďŽƵƚ ŵǇ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕ ŚŝƐ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ ŽĨ ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ
what problems he has faced in this respect and later asked us about the character and personality of Vazgen and each one of us narrated our own memories of
ŚŝŵƐƵĐŚĂƐŚŝƐďĞŝŶŐĂďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͕ŚŝƐƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ͕ƚŚŝŶŐƐŚĞŵĂĚĞ
ǁŝƚŚŚŝƐŽǁŶŚĂŶĚƐĂŶĚĮŶĂůůǇĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞǁĂǇŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂŶĚŚŽǁŐƌĞĂƚ
was his burial and mourning ceremonies.
President Khamenei said to my father: If you need anything, please tell me, we
are at your service. My father thanked him and said: Thank God, there is nothing
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needed. God had granted me 5ƐŽŶƐĂŶĚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵǁĂƐƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĚŝŶ,ŝƐƉĂƚŚ͘
DǇŽŶůǇǁŽƌƌǇŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŽƐĞƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐĮŐŚƟŶŐŝŶƚŚĞďĂƩůĞͲŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ͕/ŚŽƉĞƚŚĞǇ
are not faced with any shortages.
ŶǇǁĂǇ ƚŚĞ WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ ŚŝƐ ĐŽŶĚŽůĞŶĐĞ ĨŽƌ sĂǌŐĞŶ͛Ɛ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ ĂŶĚ
congratulated us for Christmas. Then He spoke of Jesus Christ, his disciples, the
ĞĂƌůǇ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ ŽĨ ĐŚƌŝƐƟĂŶůǇ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĂŝƌ ƐƚĂƚƵƐ ǁŝƚŚ 'ŽĚ ůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͘ ,Ğ ƌĞĂůůǇ ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚƵƐǁŝƚŚŚŝƐ ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞĂďŽƵƚ ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇĂŶĚ ƚŽůĚ ƵƐŶĞǁ ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ƚŚĂƚ/
ŚĂĚŶĞǀĞƌŚĞĂƌĚ͖ŝƚǁĂƐĚŽƵďůǇƐǁĞĞƚĨŽƌŵĞƚŽŚĞĂƌĂďŽƵƚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇĨƌŽŵŚŝƐ
ƚŽŶŐƵĞ͘,ĞĮŶĂůůǇĂĚĚĞĚƚŚĂƚŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌƐƚŽĚĂǇĂƌĞũƵƐƚůŝŬĞƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŽĨƚŚĞŽůĚĞŶƟŵĞƐ͘
,Ğ ƚŚĞŶ ŽīĞƌĞĚ ƚǁŽ ŐŝŌƐ ƚŽ ŵǇ ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ ĂŶĚ͕ ŝŶ Ă ŚƵŵďůĞ ǀŽŝĐĞ͕ ĂƐŬĞĚ ƚŚĞŵ
to allow his departure. My father tried to get up in respect but Mr. Khamenei
ƐƚŽƉƉĞĚŚŝŵ͖ƚŚĞŶŚĞƐĂƚĚŽǁŶŶĞǆƚƚŽŚŝŵƚŽƐĂǇŐŽŽĚͲďǇĞ͘
We all wanted to follow the President into the street but his companions told us
ƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐǁŽƵůĚĂƩƌĂĐƚƚŚĞĂƩĞŶƟŽŶŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ͘
Thus the President of the Islamic Republic visited our family in our house in the
ƐŝŵƉůĞƐƚ͕ĨƌŝĞŶĚůŝĞƐƚǁĂǇ͖ŶŽƚĞǀĞŶŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚŚĞ
ǁĂƐ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ ŚŽƵƐĞ͘ŝƚ ǁĂƐ Ă ƐǁĞĞƚ͕ ŵĞŵŽƌĂďůĞ ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘ tŚĞŶ ŚĞ ŚĂĚ ůĞŌ͕ ƚŚĞ
members of our family went on talking about his kindness, humbleness and afĨĞĐƟŽŶ Ɵůů ůĂƚĞ Ăƚ ŶŝŐŚƚ͘ KƵƌ ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ ǁĂƐ ĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇ ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŽƵƌ
ĐŽƵƐŝŶƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌƐǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽŐŝǀĞƚŚĞŶĞǁƐƚŽƚŚĞŝƌƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐĂŶĚĂĐƋƵĂŝŶƚĂŶĐĞƐ͘
dŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĚĂǇǁĞŚĂĚŐƵĞƐƚƐĨƌŽŵĞĂƌůǇŵŽƌŶŝŶŐƟůůůĂƚĞĂƚŶŝŐŚƚ͊dŚĞŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐ͕ƚŚĞĐůŽƐĞĂŶĚĚŝƐƚĂŶƚƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐǁŚŽŚĂĚŶŽǁůĞĂƌŶĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ
was our guest the night before, came to ask us about it because no one, up to
ƚŚŝƐƟŵĞ͕ŚĂĚŚĞĂƌĚŽĨDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǀŝƐŝƟŶŐĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚŽƵƐĞ͘
KƵƌŚŽƵƐĞǁĂƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŽĨŵĂŶǇůĂƚĞƌǀŝƐŝƚƐ͘
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/ƚ͛ƐůĂƚĞŝŶƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐďƵƚƚŚĞůŝŐŚƚƐŝŶƚŚĞKĸĐĞŽĨƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚĂƌĞƐƟůůŽŶ͘dŚĞ
WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝƐƉƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐĂŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐŽĸĐŝĂůƐŽĨƚŚĞƌĞůĂƚĞĚŵŝŶŝƐtries. The big television on the far side of the room is on but the sound is turned
ĚŽǁŶ͘dŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐǁŚŽƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐĂƌĞƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞĨŽƌŵĂŶǇƐŚŽƌƚĐŽŵŝŶŐƐŝŶ
ƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂƌĞĞŝƚŚĞƌďůĂŵŝŶŐŽƚŚĞƌƐĨŽƌƚŚĞďĂĚ͕ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶŽƌŽŶůǇ
ũƵƐƟĨǇŝŶŐƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͘ŶĚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ĂƐƵƐƵĂůƚƌǇŝŶŐ
ŚĂƌĚ ƚŽ ůĞƐƐĞŶ ƚŚĞ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ ĂŶĚ ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ ƚŚĞŵ ƚŽ ĚŽ ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƐŽůǀĞ
ƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͘ůůŝŶƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝƐƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞŽĨ/ƌĂŶ͘,Ğ
ƌĞĂůůǇůŝŬĞƐƚŽďĞĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞŵƌĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐŝŶƐƵĐŚŽĸĐŝĂůƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐůŽŽŬƐĂƚƚŚĞƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶǁŚŝĐŚŚĂƐĂƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŽĨƚŚĞ,ŽůǇǁĂƌ͘dŚĞĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌŵĂƌƚǇƌĨĂŵŝůǇƐŚŽǁƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŶŽƚDƵƐůŝŵƐ͘ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐďĞŝŶŐŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĞĚĂŶĚ
ŚĞ ǁŝƐŚĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ͕ ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ ŽĨ ůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƚŚŽƐĞ ŽĸĐŝĂůƐ͕ ŚĞ ĐŽƵůĚ ŚĞĂƌ ǁŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ
martyr’s mother was saying. But he’s happy as he has already arranged to meet
ƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞƐĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ĂƐŝŶƚŚĞƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐǇĞĂƌ͘
Markar, was now at home together with his parents to watch the interview with
his mother to be broadcast on TV that evening. He had also made calls to his sisƚĞƌƐ,ŝůĚĂĂŶĚKĮůŝĂĂŶĚŚŝƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌůďĞƌƚĂŶĚƚŽŵĂŶǇƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐƚŽ
ǁĂƚĐŚƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘/ŶƐŚŽƌƚ͕ĂůůƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶdĂƐůŝŚĂĂƚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚĂŶĚƉƌŽďĂďůǇĂůů
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ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶǁĞƌĞǁĂŝƟŶŐƚŽǁĂƚĐŚƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁǁŝƚŚDĂƌŬĂƌ͕ŚŝƐƐŝƐƚĞƌ
ĂŶĚŚŝƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘DĂƌŬĂƌǁĂƐĂůƐŽƚŚĞĂƉƚĂŝŶŽĨƚŚĞƌĂƌĂƚ
&ŽŽƚďĂůůdĞĂŵĂŶĚĂůůƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŬŶĞǁŚŝŵǁĞůů͘
Four days ago, reporters from the Iranian TV had interviewed the mother, brother and sister of martyr Edik Nersisian and last night, only a few minutes before it
ǁŽƵůĚďĞďƌŽĂĚĐĂƐƚ͕ƚŚĞǁŽƌƐƚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͗ůŝŐŚƚƐǁĞŶƚŽīŝŶŽƵƌĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͊dŚŝƐ͕ŽĨ
course was not unusual as during those war years it happened in many districts.
dŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞĂůŵŽƐƚĂůůƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂŶĚƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶĚŝĚǁĂƚĐŚƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ
ĞǆĐĞƉƚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĨĂŵŝůǇ͊ŶĚƚŚŝƐǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇƐĂĚĚĞŶŝŶŐĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƚŽŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ
ǁŚŽŚĂĚƐŽďƌĂǀĞůǇƐĂŝĚ͗ŝƚǁĂƐŽƵƌĚƵƚǇƚŽƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĨŽƌŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚƚŽďĞ
proud of our martyrs.
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ƐŝŶĐĞĂŌĞƌƚŚĞďƌŽĂĚĐĂƐƟŶŐŽĨƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ͕ŽƵƌƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞŶĞǀĞƌƐƚŽƉƉĞĚ
ringing. They all said how wonderful it was, how bravely she talked about her marƚǇƌĞĚƐŽŶ͘dŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƉƌŝĞƐƚŝŶŽƵƌĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͕ŽƵƌƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞŝŶƚŚĞWĂƌůŝĂŵĞŶƚ
ĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƚŚĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞĨŽŽƚďĂůůƚĞĂŵƌĂƌĂƚƉƌĂŝƐĞĚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĨŽƌǁŚĂƚ
ƐŚĞŚĂĚƐĂŝĚĂŶĚƚŚĂŶŬĞĚŚĞƌĂůŽƚ͘dŚŝƐĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚƚŽĚĂǇĂůƐŽ͘DĂŶǇDƵƐůŝŵƐŝŶ
our district came to our house to talk to my mother and praise her.
The Visit
ŵŽŶŐƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽĐĂŵĞƚŽƐĞĞƵƐƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞƐŽŵĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁĞĚŝĚŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁĂƚ
ĂůůĂŶĚǁĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚŵĂǇďĞƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞWĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐDŽďŝůŝǌĂƟŽŶ
ǁŚŽŚĞůƉĞĚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĞīŽƌƚƐ͘tĞƚĂůŬƚŽƚŚĞŵďƵƚƚŚĞǇƐĂǇŶŽƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞds
interview. They only ask: Will the parents of the martyr be at home this evening?
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĞǇǁŝůů͕ǁŚǇ͍
^ـŽŵĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŵĞĞƚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂŵŝůǇ͘
tĞ ƚŚŝŶŬ ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ ƚŚĞǇ ĂƌĞ ŽĸĐŝĂůƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ DĂƌƚǇƌƐ &ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ͕ ŚĂǀŝŶŐ
watched the interview, they decided to come and meet us.
Later in the evening the same two persons along with a few others knock at our
house-door. They come in and we think that they are the guests. We welcome
ƚŚĞŵĂŶĚŽīĞƌƚŚĞŵƐĞĂƚƐďƵƚƚŚĞǇƐĂǇ͗ƚŚĞƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂůŐƵĞƐƚŝƐǇĞƚƚŽĐŽŵĞ͕ĂŶĚ
ĂŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐƚŚĞǇĚŽŝŶĨŽƌŵƵƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁŝůůďĞ
here soon.
dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĨĂŵŝůǇĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚ͘DŽƚŚĞƌŝƐĞǆŝƚĞĚĂŶĚŚĂƐƟůǇƚƌŝĞƐƚŽƉƵƚƚŚĞ
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house in order and she brings fruits and sweets and puts them on the big table in
the room and rearranging chairs. The President’s companions say to her: Mother,
ĚŽŶ͛ƚƚƌŽƵďůĞǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͖ŝƚŝƐŶŽƚŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇƚŽĚŽƚŚĞƐĞƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘dŚĞĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐŚĂǀĞ
ďƌŽƵŐŚƚƵƐĂďƵŶĐŚŽĨŇŽǁĞƌƐĂŶĚĂĨƌĂŵĞĚƉŝĐƚƵƌĞŽĨƚŚĞ/ŵĂŵ͖DĂƌŬĂƌƐĞƚƚŚĞŵ
on the table. Now the door-bell rings and Mr. Khamenei enters. When our family
ƐĂǁƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝŶƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ƚŚĞǇďĞůŝĞǀĞĚŝƚ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞƐƟůůƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐƚŚĂƚŚŝƐǀŝƐŝƚ
ǁĂƐĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚĂŌĞƌůĂƐƚŶŝŐŚƚ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ĂŌĞƌƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁǁĂƐďƌŽĂĚĐĂƐƚ͘
ŌĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐƐĂůĂĂŵ͕ƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŝƚƐŽŶĂĐŚĂŝƌŽŶƚŚĞĨĂƌͲƐŝĚĞŽĨƚŚĞƚĂďůĞĂŶĚ
DĂƌŬĂƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌƐŝƚŽŶŚŝƐůĞŌĂŶĚŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐƐŝƚĚŽǁŶŽŶƚŚĞ
right side. There are 3 children among the companions whose faces resemble
ŽŶĞĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͖ƚŚĞǇŵƵƐƚďĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ͕ǁĞƚŚŝŶŬ͘ƵƚǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁǁŚŽƚŚĞǇĂƌĞ
and we don’t want to ask about them. The martyr’s mother is standing near the
kitchen and Mr. Khamenei says: please come and sit down here.
So mother sits next to her husband and says: Thank you, you’re most welcome.
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƵƐƵĂůůǇƐŝƚƐŽŶƚŚĞŇŽŽƌŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚŽƵƐĞƐ͘dŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐǁŚŽ
ĂƌĞďĞƩĞƌͲŽīŚĂǀĞĨƵƌŶŝƚƵƌĞ͕ďƵƚǁŚĂƚŝƐĂŵƵƐƚŝŶĂůůƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚŽƵƐĞƐŝƐĂƚĂďůĞ͕
even in very poor families.
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tĞůů͕ŝƚ͛ƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƟŵĞĂŶĚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŚĂƐĐŽŵĞƚŽĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞƚŚĞŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƚŽƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘
Then Mr. Khamenei begins with: May God bless these days for you and bless the
ĚĞĂƌŵĂƌƚǇƌŽĨǇŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇǁŚŽĨŽƵŐŚƚĨŽƌŚŝƐƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͖ŚĞŝƐĂƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨ
ƉƌŝĚĞĂŶĚƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůĞůĞǀĂƟŽŶĨŽƌǇŽƵŝŶƚŚŝƐǁŽƌůĚĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĞǆƚǁŽƌůĚ͕/ƐŚĂƌĞǇŽƵƌ
ŐƌŝĞĨ͖ŚĞŝƐĂƐŵǇŽǁŶƐŽŶ͘
Then he asks: Is this the photo of your martyr?ŶĚŚĞƉŽŝŶƚƐĂƚĂĨƌĂŵĞĚƉŚŽƚŽ
on the table.
Marker gets up and brings Edik’s photo in soldier’s uniform. Mr. Khamenei looks
ƚŚĞƉŚŽƚŽĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞůǇĨŽƌƐŽŵĞƟŵĞĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ͗
 ـWhen was he martyred?

 ـSeptember 1983, answers Markar.
ـtĂƐŚĞĂŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇŽĸĐĞƌ͍
zĞƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĂƐĞƌŐĞĂŶƚ͕ƐĞƌǀĞĚŝŶ^ĂƌƉŽůͲĂŚĂďǀŝĐŝŶŝƚǇ͕ŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͘
Markar gets up again and brings Mr. Khamenei a framed document and says:
This was given us on your behalf.
/ƚŝƐĂůĞƩĞƌŽĨĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ͖ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƐĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŝŶƚŚĞŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ͘
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May God grant you proper rewards, says Mr. Khamenei.
The father is old and looks broken and his face shows that he has worked hard
ŝŶůŝĨĞĂŶĚĨĂĐĞĚŵĂŶǇŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐ͘,ŝƐŚĞĂĚŝƐŵŽƐƚůǇĚŽǁŶĂŶĚƐƉĞĂŬƐǀĞƌǇůŝƩůĞ͕
but Mr. Khamenei tries to converse with him: How many children do you have?
 ـFour now, he answers.
My mother adds: We had 5ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͖ŽŶĞƐŽŶǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͖ŶŽǁǁĞŚĂǀĞƚǁŽ
sons and two daughters.
The President says: DĂǇ 'ŽĚ ŬĞĞƉ ƚŚĞŵ ƵŶĚĞƌ ,ŝƐ ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͕ ĂŶĚ ĂĚĚƐ͗ ǇŽƵ
know that martyrs are also alive.
The father says: oh yes, yes, yes.
dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗,ĞŐĂǀĞƵƉŚŝƐůŝĨĞĨŽƌŚŝƐƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘
May God bless your martyr and give him rewards, says the President.
He turns to the father again and asks him about his job.
,ĞĂŶƐǁĞƌƐŝŶĂǁĞĂŬǀŽŝĐĞ͗/ƵƐĞĚƚŽǁŽƌŬŝŶĂƐĂƵƐĂŐĞĨĂĐƚŽƌǇ͘ǀĞŶƵƩĞƌŝŶŐ
this short sentence makes him cough.
Mother who thinks what he said was not audible adds: he was a worker there.
Mr. Khamenei asks mother: Is this gentleman your son?
DŽƚŚĞƌǁŚŽŚĂƐĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂĐĐĞŶƚŝŶŚĞƌWĞƌƐŝĂŶƌĞƉůŝĞƐ͗zĞƐ͕ŚĞŝƐ͕ŵǇŽƚŚĞƌ
son is not here, if he knew you’d give us the honour, he would have come.
 ـWell, please say salaam to him on my behalf.
The President then asks: was the martyr married?
ـEŽ͕ďƵƚŚĞŚĂĚĂĮĂŶĐĠĞ͕ĂŶĚǁĂƐƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽŵĂƌƌǇůĂƚĞƌ͘
 ـWhere exactly was he martyred?
ƚ^ĂƌƉŽůͲĂŚĂď͕ŚĞǁĂƐĂŶĞŶŐŝŶĞĞƌŝŶŵŝŶĞͲĮŶĚŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͘
ـDŝŶĞͲĮŶĚĞƌ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͘
The brother goes on: yes, he was also the deputy commander at his garrison
ĂŶĚ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨŚŝƐƐĞůŇĞƐƐ͕ĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐƚŚĞĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌŚĂĚƉƌŽŵŝƐĞĚ
ƚŽŽĸĐŝĂůůǇĞŶƌŽůůŚŝŵŝŶƚŚĞĂƌŵǇĂŌĞƌŚŝƐƚǁŽͲǇĞĂƌƐĞƌǀŝĐĞǁĂƐŽǀĞƌ͘
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝůŽŽŬƐĂƚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽĂŐĂŝŶĂŶĚƐĂǇƐĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞůǇ͗commendable boy, and adds: ŌĞƌĂůů͕ŝƚŝƐƚŚŝƐƐŽƌƚŽĨƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐƚŚĂƚŬĞĞƉĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ
ĂŶĚŶĂƟŽŶƐƐĂĨĞ͕ŝƚ͛ƐĂůǁĂǇƐďĞĞŶƚŚŝƐǁĂǇ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ƚŚĞďĞƐƚƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶĂŶĂƟŽŶ
ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞ ĂŶĚ ŐŝǀĞ ƵƉ ƚŚĞŝƌ ůŝǀĞƐ ƐŽ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ǁŚŽůĞ ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͕ Ăůů ƉĞŽƉůĞ ůŝǀŝŶŐ ŝŶ
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ĂĐĞƌƚĂŝŶĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĐŽƵůĚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŚĞŝƌůŝǀĞƐ͘,ĞƌĞ/ŵĂǇŵĞŶƟŽŶƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŝŶƚŚĞĞĂƌůǇƐƚĂŐĞƐŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͖ǇŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂƌĞŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂůƐŽďĞĐĂƵƐĞ͕ĂƐǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕:ĞƐƵƐŚƌŝƐƚŝƐŽƵƌƉƌŽƉŚĞƚƚŽŽ͘ŶĚŝĨƚŚŽƐĞƉĞŽƉůĞĚŝĚŶŽƚ
ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞĂŶĚƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƚŽƐƉƌĞĂĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͕/ŵĞĂŶ͕ŝĨŝƚǁĞƌĞŶ͛ƚĨŽƌƚŚŽƐĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ƚŽĚĂǇƚŚĞƌĞǁŽƵůĚďĞŶŽŶĞǁƐŽĨŚƌŝƐƚ͕ƚŚĞEĞǁdĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚĂŶĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ
ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƐ͖ƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĚƚŚĞŝƌůŝǀĞƐĂŶĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇŝƐĂůŝǀĞƚŽĚĂǇ͘
tĞ ĂƌĞ Ăůů ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ ďǇ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛Ɛ ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ ŽĨ ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ ĂŶĚ
their importance, and mother who is touched by the President’s comments says:
EŽƚŚŝŶŐŝŶƚŚŝƐǁŽƌůĚŝƐŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚǁŝƚŚŽƵƚƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐ͕ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ͊ŶĚƚŚĞƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ
says: excellent, bravo.
Then the martyr’s brother picks up a magazine from the table, shows it to Mr.
Khamenei and says: It’s a magazine that publishes the biography of the martyrs.
ـdŚĂƚ͛ƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ͕ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐŝƚƐŶĂŵĞ͍
 ـIt’s called “The Family”.
He then adds: and this is a photo of the martyr.
Mr. Khamenei pages through the magazine and says: ŶĚŚĞƌĞŝƐƚŚĞĂĐĐŽƵŶƚŽĨ
the interview with your mother.
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dŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ǁŝƚŚŚĞƌĂŶĚǁŝƚŚŵĞĂŶĚŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌ͘
The President, who is evidently impressed by the high spirit of the martyr’s
mother, says: ǇŽƵƉŽƐƐĞƐƐĂŚŝŐŚƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ͕ƚŚĂŶŬ'ŽĚ͖ƚŚŝƐƚǇƉĞŽĨƐƉŝƌŝƚ
ŝƐĂƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨƉƌŝĚĞĂŶĚĞůĞǀĂƟŽŶĨŽƌĂůůŽĨƵƐ͘
It’s my human duty, says my mother.
ـtĞĂƌĞĂůƐŽƉƌŽƵĚƚŽďĞůŝǀŝŶŐĂŵŽŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞůŝŬĞǇŽƵ͖ƚŚŝƐŵĂŬĞƐŽƵƌ
responsibility heavier on our shoulders especially because of this greatness shown by you all. I pray to God to bless you and I hope you will be
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůŝŶĂůůǇŽƵƌĂīĂŝƌƐ͘
KƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇŝƐƐŽĞǆĐŝƚĞĚĂƚƚŚŝƐǁĂƌŵ͕ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞ͗ƚŚĞǇ͛ǀĞĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶƚŽ
play host to their guests but Mr. Khamenei himself picks up one piece of cake
and says: Well, we have this piece of cake and then we go away.
Marker shyly says: Please stay for supper.
ŶĚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐĂǇƐ͗I have to visit some other places.
DĂƌŬĞƌĨĞĞůƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐŝƐĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽĂŶĞŶĚ͖ŚĞƐƟůůŚĂƐƐŽŵĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐƚŽ
ĂƐŬďƵƚƚŚĞŝŶƟŵĂĐǇŽĨƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞƐŚŝƐƐŚǇŶĞƐƐĂŶĚĂƐŬƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͗ƌĞƚŚĞǇǇŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕Ɛŝƌ͍
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Mr. Khamenei answers:ƚŚĞƐĞĂƌĞŵǇŽǁŶĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŶĚ͕ƉŽŝŶƟŶŐĂƚŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐ͕ĂĚĚƐ͗ŶĚƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŵǇĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͘
Everyone looks at the children and the boys shyly gaze at the table, Maytham,
ƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƐƚŝƐƐŝƫŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂŶĚŽŶŚŝƐƐŝĚĞĂƌĞDĂƐƵǭĚĂŶĚDŽũƚĂďĂ͘/ƚŝƐƌĞĂůůǇĂƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚŵĞĞƟŶŐĨŽƌĂůůŽĨƵƐ͕ŶŽƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŽŶĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ͕ǀĞƌǇ
ƐŝŵƉůĞ͕ŝŶƟŵĂƚĞĂŶĚĨĂŵŝůŝĂůǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŚŽĂƌĞǁĞĂƌŝŶŐ
ǀĞƌǇŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇĐůŽƚŚĞƐ͖ŝĨǁĞƐĂǁƚŚĞŵŝŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚ͕ǁĞĐŽƵůĚŶĞǀĞƌƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĂƚ
they were the President’s sons.
>ĂƚĞƌǁĞĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŽŌĞŶƚŽŽŬŚŝƐǀĞƌǇǇŽƵŶŐƐŽŶƐǁŝƚŚŚŝŵ
ǁŚĞŶǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘dŚĞƌĞĂƐŽŶĨŽƌƚŚŝƐďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌďĞĐĂŵĞĐůĞĂƌ
ƚŽƵƐŝŶůĂƚĞƌǇĞĂƌƐǁŚĞŶƚŚĞƐŽŶƐŽĨƐŽŵĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐǁĞŶƚĂƐƚƌĂǇďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇ
ŶĞǀĞƌŚĂĚƐƵĐŚĐůŽƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƐǁŝƚŚŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͖ƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚŶĞǀĞƌĨĞĞů
ƚŚĞƉĂŝŶƐ͕ĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐĂŶĚƐŚŽƌƚĂŐĞƐŝŶƚŚĞůŝĨĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƐƐĞƐ͘
dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁŚŽƐƟůůƚŚŝŶŬƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚĐĂŵĞƚŽƐĞĞƚŚĞŵĂŌĞƌ
ůĂƐƚŶŝŐŚƚŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ͕ĂƐůŝŐŚƚƐǁĞŶƚŽīŝŶŽƵƌĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͖ǁĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚǁĂƚĐŚƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͖ďƵƚĂůůƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞƐĂǁŝƚĞǆĐĞƉƚǁĞ͊
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůŵĞĞƟŶŐŝŶŚŝƐKĸĐĞǁŚĞŶŚĞĐŽƵůĚŽŶůǇ
watch the television from a distantce not hearing anything, then one of president’s companions who’d seen the program said: It was a wonderful interview.
Mr. Khamenei says: ^ŽŝƚǁĂƐƚŚŝƐůĂĚǇ͖ƐŚĞǁĂƐǁĞĂƌŝŶŐŐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘
DŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ǇĞƐ͘/ǁĂƐŝŶĂŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕/ĐŽƵůĚƐĞĞƚŚĞƐĐƌĞĞŶďƵƚƚŚĞƐŽƵŶĚ
was turned down.
The brother knows that the President had not heard the interview and that he
ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŚĞǁĂƐŵĞĞƟŶŐǁĂƐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞ͖ƚŚĞǀŝƐŝƚŚĂĚďĞĞŶ
arranged earlier.
dŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂĚĚƐ͗zĞƐ͕ƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁǁĂƐǁŝƚŚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌĂŶĚŵǇƐĞůĨ͕
but we couldn’t watch it.
Then Mr. Khamenei addressed one of his companions and says: ask our own
WƵďůŝĐZĞůĂƟŽŶKĸĐĞĨŽƌŽŶĞĐŽƉǇŽĨƚŚĂƚŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĂŶĚďƌŝŶŐŝƚĨŽƌƚŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇ͕
note it down so you won’t forget it.
dŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐƚŽƚŚĞĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶ͗zŽƵĚŽŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞƚŽƚƌŽƵďůĞǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͕ŽŶůǇůĞƚ
me know and I come to pick it up.
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Mr. Khamenei, with a piece of cake in his hand, says to everyone present: why
don’t you are have some sweets? So everyone picks up a piece.
Then Mr. Khamenei asks: ǁŚĂƚǁĂƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŶĂŵĞŽĨǇŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌ͍
 ـEdik and he was an excellent university student.
dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂĚĚƐ͗,ĞǁĂƐĂĐƚƵĂůůǇĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚŝŶŵĂŶǇĮĞůĚƐ͕ĂŵŽŶŐŵǇĮǀĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌǁĂƐƵŶŝƋƵĞ͘
The President says: When one gives something in the path of God, it should be
the best and you’ve done this.
ـ/ƚǁĂƐŵǇŚƵŵĂŶŝƚĂƌŝĂŶĚƵƚǇ͖/ŚĂĚƚŚĞŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇƚŽďĞƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŽĨ
one martyr.
President: DĂǇ'ŽĚŐŝǀĞƚŚĞďĞƐƚŽĨƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͖ǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶĞǀĞƌƵŶĚĞƌĞƐƟŵĂƚĞ
God’s rewards.
Markar: My mother really has a strong will and spirit.
President: Thank God.
Markar: My brother was martyred together with a Muslim comrade in his trench
ĂŶĚǁŚĞŶǁĞǁĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞĐĞŵĞƚĞƌǇ͕ŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĮƌƐƚƉĂŝĚƌĞƐƉĞĐƚƚŽƚŚŝƐĨĂůůĞŶ
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comrade and then visited the grave of his own son.
President: That’s great.
I am proud to have such a mother, says Markar, and adds: We truly thank you for
your visit, we all were eager to meet you.
President: Well, thank God for this opportunity to meet such a good and strong
family. I didn’t know that the lady we were supposed to visit was the same lady
who was interviewed on TV, well, it was a fortunate coincidence.
KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐƐĂŝĚ͗KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŚŝŶŐƐƐŚĞƐĂŝĚǁĂƐ͗ŽŶ͛ƚǇŽƵ
think that we are making these statements because we are being interviewed,
no, we always say what we really think.
ŌĞƌƚŚŝƐ͕ƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐŚŽǁƐDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐŽŵĞƉŚŽƚŽƐƚĂŬĞŶĂƚƚŚĞ
mourning ceremony for the martyr and he adds: My brother was both a univerƐŝƚǇƐƚƵĚĞŶƚĂŶĚĂƚĞĂĐŚĞƌĂƚ^ƵŐŚƵŵŽŶŝĂŶ,ŝŐŚͲƐĐŚŽŽů͖ŚĞƚĂƵŐŚƚŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐƐ
there for two years and then joined the army to do his military service.
President: /ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ͕ŚĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶĂŶŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƚǇĨƌŽŵĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ
ĂƐƉĞĐƚƐ͕ĂŶĚĂĐƟǀĞŽŶŵĂŶǇĨƌŽŶƚƐ͘
dŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͗Ɛ/ƐĂŝĚ͕ŚĞǁĂƐƚŚĞĐĂƉƚĂŝŶŽĨŽƵƌĨŽŽƚďĂůůƚĞĂŵƌĂƌĂƚ͕ŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌ
ĂŶĚ/ƵƐĞĚƚŽďĞĂĐƟǀĞŝŶƐƉŽƌƚƐ͘
Mr. Khamenei: dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ŐŽŽĚ ǁŽƌŬ͘ ,Ğ ƚŚĞŶ͕ ǁŚŝůĞ ƉŝĐŬŝŶŐ ƵƉ ŚŝƐ ǁĂůŬŝŶŐͲƐƟĐŬ͕
adds: Well, we must leave you now. I am very happy to have met this lady and
ƚŚŝƐ ĨĂŵŝůǇ͘ / ǁŝůů ĐĂƌƌǇ ƚŚĞ ŵĞŵŽƌǇ ŽĨ ǇŽƵƌ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ ĨŽƌ Ă ůŽŶŐ ƟŵĞ ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵƌ
strong will and spirit.
Now everyone gets up.
DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐƚƌƵůǇŚĂƉƉǇ͖ƐŚĞƐŵŝůĞƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ǁĞ͛ƌĞƉƌŽƵĚƚŽŚĂǀĞŵĞƚǇŽƵ͕ŝƚ
was a great honour.
Then the President prays for the health and happiness of the family and says: Let
me give you something as a keep-sake, he hands some coins to the parents of
the martyr and adds: these coins are made to honour our martyrs.
The parents thank the President and he says: Goodbye, goodbye.
***
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The Missing Martyr
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The family of martyrŚĂŶŝĞƚKƐŚĂŶĂ
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Martyr Zhani Bet Oshana
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Martyred on 1985ͬ3ͬ14

DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚŶŽƟĐŝŶŐƚŚĂƚ/ĂŵĂůƌĞĂĚǇĂǁĂŬĞ͕ƚĂůŬƐŽŶƚŚĞƉŚŽŶĞŝŶĂ
ůŽǁǀŽŝĐĞ͘/ůŝƐƚĞŶĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇƚŽŬŶŽǁǁŚĂƚ͛ƐŐŽŝŶŐŽŶ͘dŚĞǀĞƌǇŝŶƟŵĂƚĞǁĂǇƐŚĞ
speaks shows that she is talking to my maternal aunt Souri. She says that last
ŶŝŐŚƚƐŚĞŚĂĚĂĚƌĞĂŵ͗ŚĂŶŝ͖ǁĂƐďĂĐŬ͊
ŚĂŶŝǁĂƐŵǇĞůĚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͘tĞǁĞƌĞĨŽƵƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ͗/ĂŵEŝůƐŚŽŶĂŶĚ/ǁĂƐďŽƌŶ
ĂŌĞƌŚŝŵĂŶĚ:ŽŶƐŽŶŝƐŵǇŽůĚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŚĂƌůŝĞǁĂƐŽůĚĞƌƚŚĂŶŚĂŶŝ͖/Ăŵ
ƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƐƚ͘EŽǁŚĂŶŝŝƐŵŝƐƐŝŶŐĂŶĚƐŽǁĞĂƌĞƚŚƌĞĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘
Mother does not usually tell others about her dreams but aunt Souri is an exĐĞƉƟŽŶ͕ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇĂŌĞƌƐŚĞůŽƐƚŚĞƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚŝŶĂĐĂƌĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚ͘^ŽŵŽƚŚĞƌƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞƐŚĞƌĞǀĞƌǇĚĂǇĂŶĚƚĂůŬƐƚŽŚĞƌǀĞƌǇƐǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐĂůůǇ͘ŶĚǁŚĞŶŵŽƚŚĞƌ
has nothing more to say, she talks about her dreams!
dǁŽǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽŚĂŶŝ͕ǁŚŽƐĞŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞĮŶŝƐŚĞĚŝŶĂďŽƵƚƚǁŽ
ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͕ǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂƚĂƉůĂĐĞĐĂůůĞĚ,ƵƌͲĂůͲ,ŽǀĂŝǌĂ>ĂŐŽŽŶĂƚ/ƌĂŶͲ/ƌĂƋďŽƌder but his body was not found.
^ŝŶĐĞƚŚĞŶŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌƐŽŵĞŶĞǁƐĂŶĚŝƐŽŌĞŶŐĂǌŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞͲĚŽŽƌŽĨŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐůŽŶŐǇĞĂƌ͕ƐŚĞŚĂƐŽŌĞŶĚƌĞĂŵƚŽĨŚĂŶŝ
but never before a dream about his coming back. So now hope has returned to
her heart that there will be some news for sure.
/ Ăŵ ŶŽǁ ǀĞƌǇ ƌĞƐƚůĞƐƐ͘ / ǁĂůŬ ŚĞƌĞ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞƌĞ ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐůǇ͘ DǇ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ ǁŚŽ
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ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚ/ŬŶŽǁĂďŽƵƚŚĞƌĚƌĞĂŵ͕ŝƐƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚĂƚŵǇďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌ͖ƐŽ
are my brothers and my father. Today is Friday and everybody is at home.
It’s about 11a.m. when the door-bell rings. I go to open the door, it’s aunt
^ŽƵƌŝ͘ĨĞǁŽƚŚĞƌƐƌŝŶŐďƵƚŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵŚĂƐĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐƚŽĚŽǁŝƚŚŚĂŶŝ͘
ƚ ĂďŽƵƚ 12:30 the house-bell rings, Jonson goes towards the door and,
from behind the window, a person whose face cannot be seen talks to my
brother. Then Jonson closes the door, he has an envelope in his hand: one
ŽĨŚĂŶŝ͛ƐĐŽŵƌĂĚĞƐĂƚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚŚĂƐďƌŽƵŐŚƚƚŚŝƐůĞƚƚĞƌ͘ĚĂǇďĞĨŽƌĞ
ŚŝƐ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ ŚĂŶŝ ŐĂǀĞ ƚŚŝƐ ůĞƚƚĞƌ ƚŽ Śŝŵ ƚŽ ďƌŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƵƐ͘ ,Ğ ŚĂĚ ƚŽůĚ
him: this is my will, take it to my family. But this friend was himself wounded and couldn’t do it for almost a year. Today he has brought it: now the
ĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞŝŶŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇŝƐƉĞƌĨƵŵĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐĐĞŶƚŽĨŚĂŶŝ͕ĂƐŝĨŚĞŚĂĚ
really returned.
tĞĂůůŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĂƌŽŽŵ͕ƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚĂƵŶƟĞ^ŽƵƌŝ͘
ƵŶƟĞ^ŽƵƌŝƐĂǇƐ͗ůůŽĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŶŽƚŝŶĂŶĂƚƵƌĂůŵŽŽĚ͕ƐŽŐŝǀĞŵĞƚŚĞůĞƩĞƌĂŶĚ
I’ll read it to you.
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/ŵĂŐĞŽĨĂůĞƩĞƌĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƚŽŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇ

Then she clears her throat and reads:
/ŶƚŚĞEĂŵĞŽĨ'ŽĚ͕ŵǇĚĞĂƌĞƐƚĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ƐĂůĂĂŵ͕ǁŚĞŶǇŽƵŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƐĞ
ƉĂƉĞƌƐŝŶǇŽƵƌŚĂŶĚƐ͕/ŚŽƉĞǇŽƵ͛ůůĂůůďĞǁĞůůĂŶĚƐƉĞŶƚĂƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚůŝĨĞ
ƚŚĂƚ/ĂůǁĂǇƐŚĂĚŝŶŵŝŶĚĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚƚŽďĞďůĞƐƐĞĚďǇƚŚĞďŽƵŶƟĞƐŽĨ
'ŽĚ͕ :ĞƐƵƐ ŚƌŝƐƚ ĂŶĚ ŚŝƐ ,ŽůŝŶĞƐƐ DĂƌǇ͘ /͛ŵ ǁƌŝƟŶŐ ƚŚĞƐĞ ůŝŶĞƐ Ă ĨĞǁ
ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐďĞĨŽƌĞǁĞƐƚĂƌƚĂŶŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƚŽƚĂŬĞďĂĐŬŽƵƌƌŝŐŚƚƐĨƌŽŵĂŶ
ĂŐŐƌĞƐƐŽƌƚŽŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘/ĨŵǇŚĂŶĚͲǁƌŝƟŶŐŝƐŶŽƚǀĞƌǇůĞŐŝďůĞ͕ǁĞůů͕ǇŽƵ
ŵƵƐƚŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚ/ĂŵǁƌŝƟŶŐŝƚŝŶĂƐŵĂůůƚƌĞŶĐŚ͕ǁŝƚŚĂĐŽŵƌĂĚĞ͕ŶŽƚƚŽ
ďĞŚƵƌƚďǇƚŚĞ/ƌĂƋŝĂŝƌƉůĂŶĞƐƚŚĂƚĂƌĞďŽŵďŝŶŐƵƐ͘/ŵĞĂŶƚƚŽǁƌŝƚĞĂĨĞǁ
ůŝŶĞƐƚŽǇŽƵĂůůĂƐ/ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚƚŽŐŽŽƵƚŽĨƚŚŝƐǁŽƌůĚǁŝƚŚŽƵƚƚĞůůŝŶŐǇŽƵ
ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐŝŶŵǇŚĞĂƌƚ͘
ƚƚŚŝƐƉŽŝŶƚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌǁĞĞƉƐĂŶĚĐƌŝĞƐůŽƵĚůǇĂŶĚŵǇĂƵŶƚƐƚŽƉƐƌĞĂĚŝŶŐĨŽƌĂ
ǁŚŝůĞĨŽƌŵŽƚŚĞƌƚŽďĞĐŽŵĞĐĂůŵ͘ŶĚ/ĐůŽƐĞŵǇĞǇĞƐĂŶĚƚƌǇƚŽŝŵĂŐŝŶĞŚĂŶŝ
ǁŝƚŚŚŝƐĨƌŝĞŶĚŝŶĂƐŵĂůůƚƌĞŶĐŚǁŚŝůĞ/ƌĂƋŝĂŝƌƉůĂŶĞƐŇǇŽǀĞƌƚŚĞŝƌŚĞĂĚƐ͘
ƵŶƚ^ŽƵƌŝƌĞĂĚŽŶ͗
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&ƌŽŵůĞŌ͕ĮƌƐƚŽŶĞ͗ŵĂƌƚǇƌĂŶŝĞƚKƐŚĂŶĂ

DǇĚĞĂƌĞƐƚĨĂƚŚĞƌ͙
(I look at father, his eyes are full of tears)
ŵǇĚĞĂƌĞƐƚĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ǇŽƵĂůǁĂǇƐƚƌŝĞĚŚĂƌĚƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƵƐĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐŝŶ
ĂŐŽŽĚ͕ĐůĞĂŶůŝĨĞ͘/ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵĨŽƌĂůůǇŽƵƌĞĨĨŽƌƚƐĂŶĚŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐǇŽƵ
ĨĂĐĞĚĂŶĚŝĨƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ/ŵĂĚĞĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƐŶŽƚŝŶǇŽƵƌƉŽǁĞƌ͕/
ĚŽĂƉŽůŽŐŝǌĞ͖ƚŚŝƐǁĂƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨŵǇĐŚŝůĚůŝŬĞďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌĂŶĚ/ŶĞǀĞƌ
ŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚƚŽďŽƚŚĞƌǇŽƵĂƚĂůů͘/ǁŝƐŚǇŽƵŵŽƌĞƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŝŶǇŽƵƌƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶǁŚŝĐŚŝƐĚĞǀŽƚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞďĞƚƚĞƌŵĞŶƚƐŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͛ƐůŝĨĞĂŶĚƚŚĞ
ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐŽĨƵƐĂůů͘
,ĞƌĞĨĂƚŚĞƌƉŝĐŬƐƵƉĂĨƌĂŵĞĚƉŚŽƚŽŽĨŚŝŵƐĞůĨƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚŚĂŶŝĂŶĚ:ŽŶƐŽŶ
and studies it with tearful eyes for a few moments.
KƵƌĂƵŶƚŐŽĞƐŽŶƌĞĂĚŝŶŐƚŚĞůĞƩĞƌ͗
DǇĚĞĂƌĞƐƚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁǁŚĂƚƚŽǁƌŝƚĞƚŽǇŽƵĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌůǇ
ĐĂƌĞĂŶĚǇŽƵƌĞīŽƌƚƐ͘/ĂůǁĂǇƐǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇƐŚŽǁŵǇŐƌĂƟƚƵĚĞƚŽ
ǇŽƵĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌ͖ǁŚĞŶ/ŵĞĂŶƚƚŽŚĞůƉǇŽƵ͕ƚŚŝƐĚĂŵŶĞĚǁĂƌǁĂƐŝŵƉŽƐĞĚ
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ŽŶƵƐĂŶĚŶŽǁĂƚƚŚŝƐǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚ/ƌĞĂůůǇŵŝƐƐǇŽƵǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚ͘
My mother’s weeping does not stop and my aunt, after reading the sentence: “I really miss you very much”, has a lump in her throat and cannot
continue. She is silent for a while, then she wipes her eyes with her sleeve
and tries to read on:
ĞĂƌŵƵŵ͕/ƚƌƵůǇŵŝƐƐǇŽƵĂƚƚŚŝƐŵŽŵĞŶƚ͖/͛ŵƐŝƫŶŐŽŶĂƉŝůĞŽĨĞĂƌƚŚ
ŶŽǁĂŶĚƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĞƟŵĞƐǇŽƵĚŝĚŶŽƚŐŽƚŽƐůĞĞƉĂŶĚĐĂŵĞƚŽŵĞƚŽ
ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚŵĞ͘/ǁŝƐŚǇŽƵǁĞƌĞŚĞƌĞŶŽǁĂŶĚ/ĐŽƵůĚŚŽůĚǇŽƵƌǁĂƌŵ͕ŵŽƚŚĞƌůǇŚĂŶĚƐĂŶĚŬŝƐƐƚŚĞŵŽǀĞƌĂŶĚŽǀĞƌĂŐĂŝŶ͘ŶǇǁĂǇ͕/ĂƐŬǇŽƵƚŽďĞƐƟůů
ŬŝŶĚĞƌƚŽǁĂƌĚƐŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŶĞǀĞƌůĞƚŚŝŵĨĞĞůůŽŶĞůǇ͘zŽƵƚǁŽ͕ŝŶŽůĚĂŐĞ͕
ŶĞĞĚĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĞǀĞƌ͘
ƵŶƚ^ŽƵƌŝƐƚŽƉƐƌĞĂĚŝŶŐĂŶĚůŽŽŬƐĂƚŚĂƌůŝĞ͖ŚĞŚĂƐŚŝƐŚĞĂĚĚŽǁŶǁŝƚŚƚĞĂƌƐŝŶ
his eyes. It is evident that he’s really missing his younger brother a lot.
ƵŶƚ^ŽƵƌŝŶŽǁƌĞĂĚƐ͗
DǇĚĞĂƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌŚĂƌůŝĞ͕ŽŚ͕ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŚŽǁ/ǁŝƐŚƚŽƐŝƚŶĞǆƚƚŽǇŽƵĂŶĚ
ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ ƚŚĞ ĞŶĚ ŽĨ ŵǇ ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘ ŶǇ ǁĂǇ͕ ǇŽƵ ŵƵƐƚ ďĞ ŚĂƉƉǇ
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞǇŽƵƌŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐŵĂŬĞƐŵĞŚĂƉƉǇƚŽŽ͘/ĂƐŬǇŽƵƚŽĂůǁĂǇƐƚĂůŬ
ƚŽĂůůŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶƚŚĞŵ͘/ĂƐŬǇŽƵƚŽŐĞƚƵƉĂƚ
ƚŚŝƐǀĞƌǇŵŽŵĞŶƚĂŶĚŬŝƐƐŽƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĨĂĐĞ͘dŚƵƐ͕ǁŚŝůĞ/ǁƌŝƚĞƚŚŝƐ͕/
ĐŽƵůĚŝŵĂŐŝŶĞǇŽƵŝŶŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĞŵďƌĂĐĞ͘dŚŝƐŝƐƚŚĞŽŶůǇƌĞƋƵĞƐƚŽĨǇŽƵƌ
ǇŽƵŶŐĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͘
ŚĂƌůŝĞǁŚŽ͛ƐƐŝƫŶŐŶĞĂƌŵŽƚŚĞƌŬŝƐƐĞƐŚĞƌŚĂŶĚƐĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌĞŵďƌĂĐĞƐŚŝŵ
and kisses his cheeks.
dŚĞůĞƩĞƌŐŽĞƐŽŶ͗
DǇŐŽŽĚďƌŽƚŚĞƌ:ŽŶƐŽŶ͘ůů/ǁĂŶƚƚŽĂƐŬǇŽƵŝƐƚŽůŝƐƚĞŶƚŽŽƵƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͛
ĂĚǀŝĐĞŵŽƌĞŽŌĞŶ͘ůǁĂǇƐĐŽŶƐƵůƚǁŝƚŚĞůĚĞƌƐŝŶĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĚŽ
ĂŶĚďĞƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞ͛ƐŶŽďŽĚǇďĞƩĞƌƚŚĂŶŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶĚďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ
ǁŚŽ ǁĂŶƚ ƚŚĞ ďĞƐƚ ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵ͘ tŚĞŶ ǇŽƵ ďĞŐŝŶ ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ͕ ƉůĞĂƐĞ ƚƌǇ ƚŽ
ĮŶŝƐŚŝƚǁŝƚŚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͘ĞƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚǁĂůŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚŝŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚƐǁŝůůŐĞƚ
ǇŽƵŶŽǁŚĞƌĞ͊
/ĂŵƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐŝĨŚĂŶŝ͕ĂƚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚ͕ŝĨŚĞĂůƐŽƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐŵĞǁŚĞŶĂƵŶƚ^ŽƵƌŝ
looks at me and reads: “DǇǇŽƵŶŐĞƌ͕ĚĞĂƌŚĂŶĚƐŽŵĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕EŝůƐŽŶ”, when I
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think of you, I’d like to jump and run and scream, oh, my noisy, jumpy.
ĂĐƟǀĞ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͘ WůĞĂƐĞ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ ǇŽƵƌ ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕ ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ůĞƚ ŽƵƌ ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ ĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇ ĂĚŵŽŶŝƐŚ ǇŽƵ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚŝƐ͊ zŽƵ͛ƌĞ ŶŽǁ Ă ŐƌŽǁŶͲƵƉ ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘ ŽŶ͛ƚ
ǇŽƵĞǀĞƌďĞĂƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨǁŽƌƌŝĞƐĂŶĚƚƌŽƵďůĞƐĨŽƌǇŽƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĨĂƚŚĞƌŽƌ
ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂŶĚƉůĞĂƐĞǁŚĞƌĞǀĞƌǇŽƵŐŽ͕ƚĞůůŽƵƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂďŽƵƚŝƚ͘
,ĞĂƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐ͕/ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞŚŝŵŝŶŵǇŚĞĂƌƚƚŚĂƚ/ǁŝůůĨŽůůŽǁŚŝƐĂĚǀŝĐĞ͘dŚĞůĞƩĞƌŝƐ
nearing its end:
DǇ ĚĞĂƌ͕ ŬŝŶĚ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ ĚŽ ǇŽƵ ǁĂŶƚ ƚŽ ŬŶŽǁ ǁŚĂƚ /͛ŵ ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ ƌŝŐŚƚ
ŶŽǁ͍tĞůů͕/ǁŝƐŚǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚƚŽďĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚǇŽƵƌǁĞĚĚŝŶŐƐƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ
ŚĂƌůŝĞ͛ƐǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ͘tĞůů͕ŝĨƚŚŝƐŝƐŶŽƚƌĞĂůŝǌĞĚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŵĞĂƚ
ǇŽƵƌǁĞĚĚŝŶŐƐĂŶĚďĞƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚ/ĂŵƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŝŶŐǇŽƵĂůƐŽ͘ŶĚŽŚ͕
ŵǇĚĞĂƌĂƵŶƚ^ŽƵƌŝĂŶĂ͖
ǁŚĞŶŽƵƌĂƵŶƚƌĞĂĚƐŚĞƌŽǁŶŶĂŵĞ͕ƐŚĞƉƵƚƚŚĞůĞƩĞƌŽŶŚĞƌŚĞĂƌƚĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗
DĂǇĂƵŶƚŝĞďĞƐĂĐƌŝĨŝĐĞĚĨŽƌǇŽƵ͊dŚĞŶƐŚĞǁĞŶƚŽŶƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͗/ŬŶŽǁ
ǇŽƵ ůŽƐƚ ǇŽƵƌ ŚƵƐďĂŶĚ ƚŚŝƐ ǇĞĂƌ͕ ďƵƚ ĚŽ ŶŽƚ ĚĞƐƉĂŝƌ͕ ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ůŝĨĞ͕ ǇŽƵ
ŵƵƐƚƚƌǇƚŽďĞŽƉƚŝŵŝƐƚŝĐ͘/ĂƐŬŵǇŽǁŶĨĂŵŝůǇƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĂƵŶƚ^ŽƵƌŝ
ŝŶ ĞǀĞƌǇ ǁĂǇ ĂŶĚ ŚĞůƉ ŚĞƌ ŝŶ Ăůů ŚĞƌ ĂĨĨĂŝƌƐ͘ ŶĚ ŶŽǁ / ŵƵƐƚ ǁƌŝƚĞ
ĚŽǁŶ Ă ĨĞǁ ůŝŶĞƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ƌĞƐƚ ŽĨ ŵǇ ĨĂŵŝůǇ͗ ƉĂƚĞƌŶĂů ĂŶĚ ŵĂƚĞƌŶĂůƵŶĐůĞƐ͕ƚŚĞŝƌǁŝǀĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͗/ĚŽƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĞŵĂŶĚ/
ĂƉŽůŽŐŝǌĞƚŽƚŚĞŵŝĨ/ĞǀĞƌĚŝĚĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐǁƌŽŶŐ͘/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŵǇŽƚŚĞƌ
ĂƵŶƚ ĂŶĚ ŽĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ / ƉƌĂǇ ƚŽ 'ŽĚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ŚĞĂůƚŚ ŽĨ ŵǇ ŐƌĂŶĚͲĨĂƚŚĞƌ
ĂŶĚŐƌĂŶĚͲŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘WůĞĂƐĞŐŝǀĞŵǇƌĞŐĂƌĚƐƚŽĂůůŵǇĨƌŝĞŶĚƐƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ
ƉƌŝŵĂŶĚ:ŽƐĞƉŚĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘
/ĨŽůůŽǁƚŚĞůŝŶĞƐŽĨƚŚĞůĞƩĞƌĂƐŵǇĂƵŶƚƌĞĂĚƐƚŚĞŵ͖ŶŽǁƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŽŶůǇƚǁŽ
ůŝŶĞƐůĞŌǁŚŝĐŚƐĂǇƐ͗
/ĂŵĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚ͕ŝĨ/ĂŵŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͕ŵǇƐŽƵůǁŝůůůŝǀĞŚĂƉƉŝůǇŝŶďůŝƐƐ
ĂŶĚǇŽƵƌƉƌĂǇĞƌƐĨŽƌŵĞǁŝůůŚĞůƉĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ͘/ŽŶůǇďĞŐǇŽƵĂůůŶŽƚƚŽǁĞĞƉ
ĂŶĚǁĂŝůƚŽŽŵƵĐŚďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ĂŵŶŽƚǁŽƌƚŚǇŽĨǇŽƵƌĂīĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘
zŽƵƌĚĞǀŽƚĞĚƐŽŶ1985/3/13
ŌĞƌƚŚŝƐůĞƩĞƌǁĂƐƌĞĂĚ͕/ĨĞůƚƚŚĂƚ/ůŽǀĞĚŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌŚĂŶŝĂŚƵŶĚƌĞĚƟŵĞƐ
more than before. I get up, take his framed photo in my hands, kiss it all over and
ǁŚŝƐƉĞƌƚŽŚŝŵ͗/ůŽǀĞǇŽƵ͕ŚĂŶŝďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͘
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The Visit
It is winter and a very cold winter and so sleeping on the side of a warm large
stool under which a stove is laid (Persian “Korsi”) is really enjoyable. Charlie is
also lying down on the other side of the Korsi but then someone is knocking at
our house entrance-door and Charlie says: Nilson, go and open the door!
I open my eyes and get up. It’s about 9:30Ă͘ŵ͘ďƵƚŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐŶŽƚĂƚŚŽŵĞ͖ƐŚĞ
has probably gone out to buy bread for breakfast. I open the house-door and a
well-built young man says: Salaam and I yawm and answer him.
,Ğ ƐĂǇƐ͗ ĞǆĐƵƐĞ ŵĞ͕ ďŽǇ͖ / ƐĞĞŵ ƚŽ ŚĂǀĞ ǁŽŬĞŶ ǇŽƵ ƵƉ͕ ĂŶĚ ĂƐŬƐ͗ ŝƐ ƚŚŝƐ ƚŚĞ
ŚŽƵƐĞŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌŚĂŶŝĞƚKƐŚĂŶĂ͍
/ƐĂǇ͗zĞƐ͘ŶĚƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇ/ƚŚŝŶŬŵĂǇďĞŚĞŚĂƐƐŽŵĞŶĞǁƐĂďŽƵƚǌŚĂŶŝĂŶĚƚŚŝƐ
ǁĂŬĞƐŵĞƵƉĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇĂŶĚ/ƐĂǇĞǆĐŝƚĞĚůǇ͗zĞƐ͕ǇĞƐ͕ŝƚŝƐ͕/͛ŵŚŝƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŚĂǀĞ
you found him?
EŽ͕ƵŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ͕ďƵƚǁĞǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŵĞĞƚǇŽƵƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĨŽƌĂŶŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ͖
are your parents at home?
I am disappointed and say: Father is on a Journey but my mother and elder
brother will be here.
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Okay, then we will come to see you this evening for half an hour, and then he
says goodbye.
It’s evening now and there is a knock at the door. Mother looks around to make
ƐƵƌĞĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐŝƐŝŶƉůĂĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƐŚĞƐĂǇƐƚŽŵĞ͗ĞĂƌEŝůƐŽŶ͕ŐŽĂŶĚŽƉĞŶ
the door.
dŚĞƌĞŝƐĂǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚĂĨĞǁŽƚŚĞƌƐĐĂƌƌǇŝŶŐŇŽǁĞƌƐĂŶĚďŽǆĞƐŽĨ
ĐĂŬĞƐ͘dŚĞǇĐŽŵĞŝŶĂŶĚƐĂǇ͚ŚĞůůŽ͛ƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŚĂƌůŝĞ͕ĂŶĚĂƉŽůŽŐŝǌĞĨŽƌƚĂŬŝŶŐŽƵƌƟŵĞĂƚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ͘DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƌŵůǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞƐƚŚĞŵĂƐƐŚĞĂůǁĂǇƐ
ĚŽĞƐǁŝƚŚŐƵĞƐƚƐĂŶĚƚŚĂŶŬƐƚŚĞŵĨŽƌǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƵƐ͘
dŚĞŐƵĞƐƚƐƐŝƚĚŽǁŶĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌďƌŝŶŐƐƚĞĂĂŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŽŶĞŽĨ
the guests says: excuse us for being silent, that’s because we are not your principal guest. Mother says: that’s alright, we wait and we’ll welcome anyone who
comes.
ĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐůĂƚĞƌƚŚĞĚŽŽƌͲďĞůůƌŝŶŐƐĂŶĚ/ŐĞƚƵƉƚŽŐŽĂŶĚŽƉĞŶƚŚĞĚŽŽƌďƵƚ
one of the guests says: My friend will open the door. I sit down and he informs
me then that the principal guest is Mr. Khamenei, the President!
,ĞĂƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐ͕ŵŽƚŚĞƌŐĞƚƐƵƉŚĂƐƟůǇĂŶĚŐŽĞƐƚŽǁĂƌĚƐƚŚĞĚŽŽƌĂŶĚǁĞĨŽůůŽǁ
her. Mother says welcome to Mr. Khamenei and kisses his hand which is under
his cloak.
Charlie and I also say salaam in the corridor. Then we all sit on the chair around
the table. Mr. Khamenei says a few friendly words to us and then asks my mother
why she kissed his hand?
DŽƚŚĞƌƌĞƉůŝĞƐ͗^ŝƌ͕ǁĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐĂůǁĂǇƐŬŝƐƐƚŚĞŚĂŶĚƐŽĨŽƵƌƉƌŝĞƐƚƐĂŶĚĨŽƌŵĞ
you are also a priest, that’s why I asked you to allow me to kiss your hand.
Mr. Khamenei looks at the photos on the shelf and asks: Is that one a photo of
your martyr?
I get up and bring the framed photo and hand it to him and he looks deeply at
ŝƚĨŽƌůŽŶŐŵŽŵĞŶƚǁŚŝůĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƚĞůůƐŚŝŵĂďŽƵƚŚĂŶŝ͗ǁŚĞŶ/ƐĂǇƚŚĂƚŚĂŶŝ
was the best person in our family, everybody says that my statement is because
ŽĨŵŽƚŚĞƌůǇůŽǀĞĨŽƌŚŝŵ͕ďƵƚŶŽ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŶŽƚƐŽ͕ƚƌƵůǇŚĞǁĂƐƵŶŝƋƵĞŝŶŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇŝŶ
every respect, his faith, his moral character, his studying, he was kind and he was
loved by all, he went to church every week and was keen on his prayers.
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/ ĨĞĞů ƚŚĂƚ ŵǇ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ ĂŶĚ :ŽŶƐŽŶ ŚĂǀĞ ƌĞĂůůǇ ŵŝƐƐĞĚ ƚŚŝƐ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘ &ĂƚŚĞƌ ŝƐ Ă
ƚƌƵĐŬͲĚƌŝǀĞƌĂŶĚůĂƐƚŶŝŐŚƚŚĞĚƌŽǀĞƚŽŬĞƌŵĂŶƚŽĚĞůŝǀĞƌƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ͖ŚĞǁŝůů͕Ăƚ
ƚŚĞĞĂƌůŝĞƐƚ͕ďĞŚĞƌĞƚŚĞĚĂǇĂŌĞƌƚŽŵŽƌƌŽǁ͕ĂŶĚ:ŽŶƐŽŶƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚƚŽ'ĞƌŵĂŶǇ
ƚǁŽŵŽŶƚŚƐĂŐŽƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŚŝƐƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͘
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Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ĂŌĞƌĐŽŶƐŽůŝŶŐŵŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚƐŽŵĞƐǁĞĞƚ͕ǁĂƌŵǁŽƌĚƐĂŶĚĞǆplaining the high status of martyrs in the sight of God, speaks with me and Charlie and whether we are studying or working and my mother is really delighted to
meet the President in our house.
ŚĂƌůŝĞŐŽĞƐĂŶĚďƌŝŶŐƐƚĞĂ͖ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƚǁŽƉůĂƚĞĨƵůƐŽĨƐǁĞĞƚƐĂŶĚĐĂŬĞƐǁŚŝĐŚ
ŵŽƚŚĞƌŚĂƐďĂŬĞĚŚĞƌƐĞůĨĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌŽīĞƌƐƚŚĞŵƚŽDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂŶĚŚĞĮƌƐƚ
gives some pieces to us and then picks one for himself.
tŚĂƚŚĂƐĂƌŽƵƐĞĚŵǇĐƵƌŝŽƐŝƚǇĂůůƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŝƐƚŚĞǀĞƌǇǇŽƵŶŐďŽǇ͕ĂďŽƵƚ10, who
ŝƐƐŝƫŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽŵĞĂŶĚŽŶƚŚĞŽƉƉŽƐŝƚĞƐŝĚĞŽĨƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͖ŚĞŚĂƐǀĞƌǇƐŚŽƌƚ
ŚĂŝƌůŝŬĞĂƐĐŚŽŽůͲďŽǇĂŶĚŝƐǀĞƌǇŽƌĚŝŶĂƌŝůǇĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ͘ŶĚĂŌĞƌ/ĮŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚŚĞŝƐ
Mr. Khamenei’s son, I think if I were to see him in the street I would’ve never believed he could be the President’s son. This sort of clothes were not usual for the
ƐŽŶƐŽĨŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌƐŽƌůĞƐƐĞƌŽĸĐŝĂůƐ͊/ǁŝƐŚ/ĐŽƵůĚƚĂŬĞŚŝƐŚĂŶĚ͕ŐŽƚŽƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚ
and play with neighbouring playmates and say: Look, this is the President’s son,
ƚŚĞǇĐĂŵĞƚŽŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŚŝŵƐĞůĨŝƐŶŽǁŵĞĞƟŶŐƵƐŝŶŽƵƌ
small house.
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tĞůů͕/ĂŵĚƌŽǁŶĞĚŝŶƚŚĞƐĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐǁŚĞŶ/ŶŽƟĐĞƚŚĂƚŽƵƌŐƵĞƐƚƐĂƌĞĂďŽƵƚƚŽ
leave. I’m really sad that this visit is coming to an end.
Mr. Khamenei, before his departure, asks us if we lack anything in our daily life.
Both mother and Charlie say: Everything is okay, we only pray to God for your
ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘ ŶĚ͕ ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ ƚŚŝƐ͕ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ ŐŝǀĞƐ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĞ ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ ŶƵŵďĞƌ
ŽĨŚŝƐKĸĐĞĂŶĚĂĚĚƐ͗If ever, there was anything you wanted, please ring this
number.ŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞŐŝǀĞƐŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŐŝŌ͘
Mother thanks him a lot and says: God protect you, I was delighted to have met
ǇŽƵ͕ǁĞǁĞƌĞŚŽŶŽƌĞĚ͘ŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗I haven’t done anything extraorĚŝŶĂƌǇ͖ŝƚǁĂƐŽŶůǇŵǇŽďǀŝŽƵƐĚƵƚǇ͘
ŶĚƚŚĞŶ͕ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚĂƩƌĂĐƟŶŐŵƵĐŚĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͕ŚĞŐĞƚƐŝŶƚŽĂĐĂƌĂŶĚůĞĂǀĞƐƵƐ͘
ĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͛ƐĚĞƉĂƌƚƵƌĞ͕ĂůůŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐƌƵƐŚŝŶƚŽŽƵƌ
house. I don’t know how they’ve all found out that the President had come to
ŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘dŚĞǇĂƐŬǀĂƌŝŽƵƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐƐƵĐŚĂƐ͗ǁŚŝĐŚĐŚĂŝƌĚŝĚŚĞƐŝƚŽŶ͍tŚĂƚ
ĚŝĚŚĞƐĂǇƚŽǇŽƵ͍tŚĂƚĚŝĚǁĞĂƐŬŚŝŵĨŽƌ͍ŶĚƚŚĞůŝŬĞ͘
I meant to narrate everything the following morning in my school. But they all
ĐŽŵĞƚŽŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞŝŶƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĂŶĚƐĂǇ͗>ƵĐŬǇǇŽƵ͕Eŝůson, we wish we were in your place. I don’t tell them about the president’s son
and save it for tomorrow at the school.
***

Mr Nilson Bet Oshana, martyr’s brother  ـOctober, 2014

Eleven
Khomeini’s soldier
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
the Family of Martyr Joseph Shahinian
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1985ͬ12ͬ26

The Photo of

Martyr Joseph Shahinian
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶŝĂ^ƚĂƟŽŶ͕<ŚƵǌŝƐƚĂŶ
Martyred on 1985ͬ9ͬ16

I am the brother-in-law of martyr Joseph Shahinian. I may say a few words about
ŵǇƐĞůĨ͘tŚŽůĞŵǇůŝĨĞďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ/ǁĂƐĮŐŚƟŶŐƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͛ƐďƌƵƚĂůƌĞŐŝŵĞ
ĂŶĚďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕/ǁĂƐĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚĂŶĚƚŚƌŽǁŶŝŶƚŽƚŚĞŝŶĨĂŵŽƵƐ
Qezl-Qala Prison where I met Mr. Khamenei who was also imprisoned there.
One memorable incident, during those years, was my encounter with Mr. Hoveida, the long-serving prime-minister of the Shah: there was some musical conĐĞƌƚŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶĂŶĚ,ŽǀĞŝĚĂĂƩĞŶĚĞĚŝƚ͘/ǁĂƐƚŚĞƌĞƚŽŽĂŶĚ/ĂƐŬĞĚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞ
ŽĸĐŝĂůƐĨŽƌƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽŚŝŵĨŽƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐĂŶĚŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗ǁŚĂƚĨŽƌ͍/ƐĂŝĚ͗/ŚĂǀĞ
ŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƉƌŝŵĞͲŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌůŝŬĞƐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͕/͛ŵĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂŶĚ/ǁĂŶƚƚŽ
ƚŚĂŶŬŚŝŵĨŽƌŝƚ͘dŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůǁĂƐŝŵƉƌĞƐƐĞĚĂŶĚĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚƚŚĂƚ/ŵĞĞƚŚŝŵĨŽƌĂ
ĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͘tŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚƚŽŚŝŵ/ƐĂŝĚ͗/͕ĂƐĂƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞŽĨƚŚĞ
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĂĚǀŝƐĞǇŽƵŶŽƚƚŽƚƌĞĂƚƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƉĞŽƉůĞƐŽ
ďĂĚůǇ͘zŽƵŵƵƐƚŚĞĂƌƚŚĞŝƌǀŽŝĐĞƐ͘zŽƵƌƌĞŐŝŵĞŝƐĂƉŽůŝĐĞƐƚĂƚĞďƵƚǇŽƵ͛ůůŶĞǀĞƌ
get anywhere by terror, torture and imprisonment. I am sure one day will come
when you can’t save yourself even if you spend millions of dollars.
He listened to me because he always pretended that he was an intellectual who
ĐŽƵůĚůŝƐƚĞŶƚŽŚŝƐŽƉƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ͘ĞƐƉŝƚĞƚŚŝƐ͕ŚĞƐĂŝĚĂŶŐƌŝůǇ͗ŝƚ͛ƐĂƉŝƚǇƚŚĂƚǇŽƵ
belong to a minority in Iran, if not so, I would have arrested and properly dealt
with you! Then he ordered his guard: Kick this man out of the place!
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tŚǇĚŝĚ/͕ĂƐĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͕ŽƉƉŽƐĞƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͛ƐƌĞŐŝŵĞ͍dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞŵĂŶǇƌĞĂsons. One was the importance of “independence and integrity” of my country
which had nothing to do with one’s religion. The Shah was the absolute servant
ŽĨƚŚĞƌŝƟƐŚĂŶĚŵĞƌŝĐĂŶŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ͘ƐǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŽĨƚŚŝƐ^ŚĂŚ
ǁĂƐ ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ ƚŽ ƉŽǁĞƌ ďǇ ƚŚĞ ƌŝƟƐŚ ĂŶĚ ůĂƚĞƌ ŚŝƐ ƐŽŶ͕ ǁŚŽ ŚĂĚ ĞƐĐĂƉĞĚ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŚĞĨĞĂƌĞĚƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ǁĂƐďƌŽƵŐŚƚďĂĐŬƚŽƉŽǁĞƌƚŚƌŽƵŐŚĂŶŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ
ŽƵƉĚ͛ĠƚĂƚ͖ƐŽŚĞǁĂƐĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇŝŶĚĞďƚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŵ͘,ĞŵƵƌĚĞƌĞĚĂŶĚƚŽƌƚƵƌĞĚ
a great number of our youth in order to protect foreign interests.
>ĞƚŵĞƚĞůůǇŽƵƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽĨƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇ͘^ŚŽƌƚůǇĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǀŝĐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕/ĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚDƌ͘,ŽǀĞŝĚĂ͕ƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͛ƐƉƌŝŵĞͲŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ͕ǁĂƐĚĞƚĂŝŶĞĚ
ŝŶǀŝŶWƌŝƐŽŶŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ͕/ǁĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞĐŚŝĞĨŽĸĐŝĂůŽĨƚŚŝƐWƌŝƐŽŶĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚŚŝŵ
to let me see Mr. Hoveida for a few minutes. Then I went into his cell and asked
Śŝŵ͗ŽǇŽƵŬŶŽǁŵĞ͍tĞůů͕/ĂŵƚŚĞƐĂŵĞǇŽƵŶŐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶǁŚŽƉƌĞĚŝĐƚĞĚǇŽƵƌ
fate and you ordered your guards to kick me out! Now, as I told you that day, you
won’t be able to save your skin.
tĞůů͕/ǁĂƐĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚĂŶĚŝŵƉƌŝƐŽŶĞĚĞŝŐŚƚƟŵĞƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͛ƐƌĞŐŝŵĞĂŶĚƐŽ/
ŐŽƚƚŽŬŶŽǁŵŽƐƚŽĨƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ǁŚŽĨŽƵŐŚƚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͕ŝŶĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƉƌŝƐŽŶƐ
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and one of those men was Mr. Khamenei whom I got to know in Qezel-Qala
WƌŝƐŽŶ͘ ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ / Ăŵ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͕ / Ăŵ ŵŽƌĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ ǁŝƚŚ WĞƌƐŝĂŶ ƉŽĞƚƌǇ ĂŶĚ
ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞĂŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁŚŽŝƐǁĞůůͲǀĞƌƐĞĚŝŶƚŚĞƐĞĮĞůĚƐĚŝĚĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞŵǇ
ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞŽĨWĞƌƐŝĂŶůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕ƚŚŽƵŐŚĂƚĮƌƐƚŚĞǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ͘
KŶĞŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐŽĨDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁĂƐŚŝƐĂŐƌĞĞĂďůĞďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌĂŶĚ
ĨƌŝĞŶĚůŝŶĞƐƐǁŝƚŚĂůůƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐ͕ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌůĞŌŝƐƚŽƌƌŝŐŚƟƐƚŽƌďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐƚŽĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͕ ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů ŐƌŽƵƉƐ ĂŶĚ ŚĞ ĂůǁĂǇƐ ƚƌŝĞĚ ƚŽ ƵŶŝƚĞ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐ ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ ƚŚĞŝƌ
ŵĂŶǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ͘
ŶǇǁĂǇǁŚĞŶ:ŽƐĞƉŚ͕ŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌͲŝŶͲůĂǁǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂƚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐ͕
/ǁĂƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƚŽďĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐĚĞĂƚŚ͘Ƶƚ/ǁĂƐƚŽůĚƚŚĂƚŚĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶ
ǁŽƵŶĚĞĚĂŶĚŝƐŝŶĂŶŚǀĂǌŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͘
/ǁĂƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽƚƌĂǀĞůƚŽŚǀĂǌǁŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐƚŽůĚƚŚĂƚŚĞŚĂĚďĞĞŶƚĂŬĞŶƚŽdĞŚran. I went to the address I was given and faced the dead body of Joseph in a
morgue. It was very strange that he was martyred on 25th of the Persian month
of Shahrivar because it was the exact date of my brother’s death and the day I
got married to Joseph’s sister!
The Visit
One day my father-in-law contacted me and said: This evening we have some
guests, I want you to come to our house. My parents-in-law understand Persian
ďƵƚĐĂŶŶŽƚƐƉĞĂŬŝƚƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ͘^ŽǁŚĞŶƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞŶŽŶͲƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŐƵĞƐƚƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĂůǁĂǇƐĂƐŬŵĞƚŽďĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƐ/ŬŶŽǁWĞƌƐŝĂŶďĞƩĞƌƚŚĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͊^Ž/ǁĞŶƚ
ƚŚĞƌĞŝŶƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĂŶĚĂůŝƩůĞůĂƚĞƌƚǁŽŽƌƚŚƌĞĞƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂŵĞƚŽƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞǁŝƚŚ
ŇŽǁĞƌƐĂŶĚďŽǆĞƐŽĨĐĂŬĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞǇƐƚĂƌƚĞĚůŽŽŬŝŶŐĂƌŽƵŶĚĂŶĚ/ŬŶĞǁ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ
ŽĨŵǇŐƵĞƌƌŝůůĂĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕ƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŵĂŬŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇĐŚĞĐŬƐĂŶĚƐŽ/
ǁĂƐĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚŚĂƚĂŶŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚŽĸĐŝĂůǁĂƐƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƵƐ͘KŶƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌŚĂŶĚ͕/ŚĂĚ
ŚĞĂƌĚĨƌŽŵŵǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨƌŝĞŶĚƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŚĂƐĂůƌĞĂĚǇ
ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨƐŽŵĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘^Ž/ƚŽůĚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĞŶ͗ŝƐƚŚĞ
President going to meet us? He jumped up from his chair wondering how I know.
So I told him: don’t worry, we all remain seated here, will not telephone anybody
and do nothing. We just wait for his Excellency to arrive.
Then I told my parents-in-law about it but they couldn’t believe it. My father-inlaw was very sad when Mr. Khamenei’s right hand was injured in an explosion.
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ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ǁŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂƌƌŝǀĞĚǁĞƐĂƚĂƌŽƵŶĚĂƚĂďůĞũƵƐƚĂƐŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨŽŶĞ
ĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚĐŚĂƩĞĚŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƐƚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞ͕ǁĂƌŵǁĂǇƐ͘,ĞůŽŽŬĞĚĂƚŵĞĂƐŝĨŚĞŬŶĞǁ
me but did not remember it, so I said: Sir, remember Qezl-Qala Prison? Some 20
ǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͊/ƵƐĞĚƚŽƐŝƚƵŶĚĞƌĂǁŝůůŽǁͲƚƌĞĞŝŶƚŚĞƉƌŝƐŽŶǇĂƌĚŝŶƚŚĞĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶƐĂŶĚ
ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐǇŽƵĐĂŵĞƚŽŵĞƚŽĂƐŬƚŚĞŵĞĂŶŝŶŐŽĨĂŶŶŐůŝƐŚǁŽƌĚ͘zĞƐ͕/ĂŵĂŶ
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐĂůůĞĚEƵƌŝŬǁŚŽƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐĐĂůůĞĚŚŝŵƐĞůĨ͞EƵƌĂůůĂŚ͊͟
Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ǁĂƐ ĚĞůŝŐŚƞƵůůǇ ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ ĂŶĚ ǁĂƌŵůǇ ƐŵŝůĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŶ ŚĞ Ğŵbraced me like one of his oldest friends.
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ĂƐ/ŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚďĞĨŽƌĞ͕/ƉůĂǇĞĚƚŚĞƌŽůĞŽĨĂŶŝŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚĞƌŝŶƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ
and Mr. Khamenei said to my parents-in-law: you understand Persian, so you
need some exercise to speak it!
tŚĞŶǁĞƐĂƚĚŽǁŶĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞƚĂďůĞ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĮƌƐƚĂƐŬĞĚĨŽƌƐŽŵĞƉŚŽƚŽƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞůŽŽŬĞĚĂƚƚŚĞŵƚŚŽƵŐŚƞƵůůǇĂƐŝĨŚĞƐĂǁƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ
in his face that we could not. Then he asked Joseph’s mother to say something
more about the martyr and the mother said: I was a maid-servant at a school
and whenever I came home I saw that I had no work to do because Joseph had
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ĂůƌĞĂĚǇĚŽŶĞĂůůƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞͲǁŽƌŬ͖ŚĞĞǀĞŶĚŝĚŽƵƌŶĞĞĚůĞͲǁŽƌŬ͘,ĞǁĂƐĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ
to all people and I don’t remember that he ever sulked with anyone. His brother
ŚĞƌŝŬŝƐƉĂƌĂůǇǌĞĚŝŶďŽƚŚůĞŐƐĂŶĚŚĞĚŝĚĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐĨŽƌŚĞƌŝŬ͘ŶĚƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞ
he went to the war-front, he got up very early in the morning and did not wake
anyone up because he did not want me to feel uneasy when he was leaving.
Then Mr. Khamenei asked her: How were you informed about his martyrdom?
dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĞǆƉůĂŝŶĞĚ͗ĨĞǁŶŝŐŚƚƐďĞĨŽƌĞŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕/ŚĂĚĂĚƌĞĂŵ͕/ƐĂǁ
ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞƚƌǇŝŶŐŚĂƌĚƚŽĞŶƚĞƌŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚǁŚĞŶŚĞŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ
ĚŽƚŚŝƐ͕ŚĞƚŽŽŬĂůŽŶŐƐƟĐŬĂŶĚƐŵĂƐŚĞĚƚŚĞůŝŐŚƚͲďƵůďŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘
&ƌŽŵƚŚĂƚƟŵĞ/ĨĞůƚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐǁŽƵůĚŚĂƉƉĞŶ͖ĂŶĚƐŝŶĐĞŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕/ƚƌƵůǇ
feel there is no more light in our house.
Mr. Khamenei then prayed for the mother and asked God to lighten the heart of
this martyr’s mother.
dŚĞŶ:ŽƐĞƉŚ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂŝĚ͗,ĞǁĂƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞƐŶŝƉĞƌŵĞŶŝŶƚŚĞĂƌŵǇ͖ŚŝƐƐŚŽƚƐ
ŶĞǀĞƌŵŝƐƐĞĚƚŚĞƚĂƌŐĞƚƐ͘,ĞǁĂƐŬŝůůĞĚŝŶĂďŽŵďĂƌĚŵĞŶƚ͖ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ͕/ƚŚŝŶŬ
ŚĞǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞƐƵƌǀŝǀĞĚŝŶĂůůďĂƩůĞƐ͘ůůŚŝƐĐŽŵƌĂĚĞƐĂŶĚŚŝƐĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌǁŚŽ
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ĐĂŵĞƚŽƐĞĞƵƐƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚŚĞŽŌĞŶƚŽůĚƚŚĞŵŚĞǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽďĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͘ŶĚ
I myself once asked him: what is this you always say and he replied: I am Imam
<ŚŽŵĞŝŶŝ͛ƐƐŽůĚŝĞƌĂŶĚǁŝůůĮŐŚƚƚŽƚŚĞĞŶĚ͘
/ĂůƐŽƚŽůĚĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇĂŶĚƚŚĞŐƌĞĂƚƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶďǇƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͕
most of them Muslims, who wept and chanted: O Hussein, O Hussein, when carƌǇŝŶŐŚŝƐďŽĚǇ͖ŝƚǁĂƐĂŶŝŵŵĞŶƐĞ͕ŚĞĂƌƚͲďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĂŶĚ/ĨĞůƚƚŚĞĞĂƌƚŚ
ǁĂƐƋƵĂŬŝŶŐƵŶĚĞƌŽƵƌĨĞĞƚ͘
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶĂƐŬĞĚŚĞƌŝŬĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐŝůůŶĞƐƐ͕ŚŽǁŝƚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͕ĂŶĚŚĞĚĞscribed how it was that he had to sit in a wheel-chair and then he talked about
ŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͗,ĞǁĂƐĂǁĨƵůůǇŬŝŶĚ͖/ůŽǀĞĚƉůĂǇŝŶŐĨŽŽƚďĂůůďƵƚ/ǁĂƐŶŽƚ
ĂďůĞ͘^ŽŚĞƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞĚĂƐĞƌŝĞƐŽĨ͞ƐŵĂůůŐŽĂů͟ĨŽŽƚďĂůůĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚǁĞƉůĂǇĞĚ
ĨŽŽƚďĂůůĂƚŚŽŵĞǁŚŝůĞƐŝƫŶŐ͘ŌĞƌŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕/ŽŌĞŶƐĞĞŚŝŵŝŶŵǇĚƌĞĂŵƐ͘
>ĂƐƚŶŝŐŚƚ/ĚƌĞĂŵĞĚŚĞǁĂƐŝŶĂƉůĂĐĞĨƵůůŽĨƚƌĞĞƐĂŶĚŇŽǁĞƌƐĂŶĚƐƚƌĞĂŵƐ͕ǀĞƌǇ
ďĞĂƵƟĨƵůƉůĂĐĞ͕ĂŶĚŚĞƚŽůĚŵĞ͗ĚŽŶ͛ƚǁŽƌƌǇ͖/͛ůůƚĂŬĞǇŽƵǁŝƚŚŵĞƚŽƐƵĐŚĂƉůĂĐĞ͘
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Our so-called house the President came to was actually a poor-old basement
ŇĂƚ ǁŚŝĐŚ ƚŚĞ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ ŚĂĚ ƌĞŶƚĞĚ͘ tŚĞŶ ŚĞ ĂƐŬĞĚ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ƉůĂĐĞ͕ ƚŚĞ WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŽƌĚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞWĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶĞƉƚŝŶŚŝƐKĸĐĞ
ƚŽĨŽůůŽǁƚŚĞŵĂƩĞƌĂŶĚŚĞůƉĨĂƚŚĞƌƚŽĮŶĚĂƐŵĂůů͕ƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚƉůĂĐĞŝŶƚŚĞƐĂŵĞ
ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͕ĂŶĚĂƚƚŚĞƟŵĞŽĨĚĞƉĂƌƚƵƌĞ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂŝĚŐŽŽĚͲďǇĞƚŽŚĞƌŝŬŝŶ
the kindest manner.
dŚĞŶŚĞŽīĞƌĞĚƐŽŵĞŐŽůĚĐŽŝŶƐƚŽ:ŽƐĞƉŚ͛ƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂƐŬĞĞƉͲƐĂŬĞƐ͘
tĞůů͕ǁŚĂƚ/ƐĂŝĚŝƐĂůů/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĨƌŽŵƚŚĂƚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͛ƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘dŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ
day, when friends and neighbours came to see us they, as usual, did not believe
ƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŚŝŐŚĞƐƚĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇŝŶ/ƌĂŶĂŌĞƌ/ŵĂŵ<ŚŽŵĞŝŶŝŚĂĚĐŽŵĞƚŽŽƵƌŚƵŵďůĞ
ĂƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ ŝŶ Ă ďĂƐĞŵĞŶƚ͘ ŌĞƌ Ă ĨĞǁ ĚĂǇƐ͕ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ ƉŚŽƚŽƐ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ
were brought to us and we showed them to our friends, they had to believe it!
Well, thank God, the parents of the martyr are not in bad health. I remember
that in later years, many reporters interviewed my parents-in-law and asked
them about their martyred son. To sum up, I should say that Mr. Khamenei’s
ŵĞĞƟŶŐƚŚĂƚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐǁĂƐĂŶŝŐŚƚƚŽƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌĨŽƌĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞ͘
***

Parents of martyr Joseph Shahinian
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Son-in-law of the family of martyr Joseph Shahinian  ـNovember, 2014

Twelve
Breath of Jesus Christ
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƟŶŐ
The Family of MartyrsĂƌƚĂŶŐŚĂŬŚĂŶŝĂŶ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗ 1985/12/26

The Photo of

Martyr Vartan Aghakhanian
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶDĂũŶŽŽŶ/ƐůĂŶĚ͕/ƌĂƋ
Martyred on 1985ͬ12ͬ9

/ƚ͛ƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ͘dŚĞĮƌƐƚĨĂŵŝůǇƚŽǀŝƐŝƚŝƐhŶĐůĞ'ĂďƌŝĞů͛Ɛ͘ĚŵŽŶĚǁĞŶƚŽƵƚ
ƚŽďƵǇƐŽŵĞĐĂŬĞƐǁŚŝůĞ/ǁĂƐƌĞĂĚǇŝŶŐŵǇƐĞůĨĨŽƌƚŚĞŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶ͖/ĐŚŽŽƐĞƚŚĞ
darkest of my clothes, and a brownish head- scarf. It’s true that it’s Christmas
ƟŵĞďƵƚhŶĐůĞ'ĂďƌŝĞůĂŶĚŚŝƐǁŝĨĞ͕ƌƚŽƵƐŚ͕ĂƌĞŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ
son, Vartan.
 ĚŵŽŶĚ ŝƐ ŶŽƚ ďĂĐŬ ǇĞƚ͖ ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶĨĞĐƟŽŶĂƌǇ ƐŚŽƉ ŝƐ ĐƌŽǁĚĞĚ͘ / ǁƌŝƚĞ
ƉŽĞƚƌǇŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂŶĚ/ĂŵĚĞĞƉůǇĨŽŶĚŽĨƉŽĞŵƐďǇ^ĂǭĂĚŝ͕,ĂĮǌĂŶĚ^ĂĂǭĞď͖
they were great, Persian poets. Then the door-bell rings, so I close my poetry
ďŽŽŬůĞƚ͕ĂŶĚŐŽŽƵƚ͘ĚŵŽŶĚŝƐďĞŚŝŶĚƚŚĞǁŚĞĞůŝŶŚŝƐĐĂƌǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌŵĞ͘^ŽƌƌǇ͕
ĚŵŽŶĚƐĂǇƐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂďĂĚƚƌĂĸĐͲũĂŵ͕ĂŶĚ/ƐĂǇ͗/ƚŝƐŽŬĂǇ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŶŽƚůĂƚĞǇĞƚ͘
Uncle’s house is not very far from us. On the way, Edmond picks up a magazine
and tells me: Here you are, your poems published in the issue of the magazine
͞WĂƌǀŝŶ͘͟/ƌĞĂĚƚŚĞĂƌƟĐůĞ͚,ĂĮǌĂŶĚ:ĞƐƵƐ͟ĂŶĚƌĞĂĚŝƚƐŽĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇĂƐŝĨŝƚǁĂƐ
ŶŽƚǁƌŝƩĞŶďǇŵǇƐĞůĨ͊EŽǁǁĞŚĂǀĞƌĞĂĐŚĞĚƚŚĞƵŶĐůĞ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞ͘hŶĐůĞ'ĂďƌŝĞů͛Ɛ
ŚŽƵƐĞŝƐƌĞĂůůǇĐƌŽǁĚĞĚ͖ĂůŵŽƐƚĂůůƚŚĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇĂƌĞŚĞƌĞĞǆĐĞƉƚ
my martyred cousin Vartan. Of course there are many photos of him on the walls
but he himself is missing.
^ĂĚŶĞƐƐĂŶĚŐƌŝĞĨŽǀĞƌƐŚĂĚŽǁƐƚŚĞĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͗ƚŚĞĞǇĞƐŽĨŵǇƵŶcle’s wife are blood-red because of constant weeping and her voice is not audible.
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dŚĞƵŶĐůĞ͛ƐƐƚĂƚĞŝƐŶŽƚŵƵĐŚďĞƩĞƌƚŚĂŶŚŝƐǁŝĨĞ͖ƚŚĞĂďƐĞŶĐĞŽĨsĂƌƚĂŶŝƐǁƌŝƚten down in the lines of his face. They both have aged for some 15ǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌ
Vartan’s martyrdom 15 days ago.
Vartan was one of the best young men in our family and he was so good at his
ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͖ŚĞƵƐĞĚƚŽŚĂǀĞĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚŵĂƌŬƐŝŶŚŝƐĞǆĂŵƐ͘Ƶƚ͕ŶŽŶĞŽĨƵƐĐŽƵůĚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚǁŚǇŚĞůĞŌĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐƚŽũŽŝŶƚŚĞĂƌŵǇĨŽƌŚŝƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘
ůůŚŝƐĨƌŝĞŶĚƐǁĂƌŶĞĚŚŝŵ͗sĂƌƚĂŶ͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐŶŽƚĂ:ŽŬĞ͖ŝƚ͛ƐƌĞĂůǁĂƌ͕ŵƵƌĚĞƌĂŶĚ
slaughter! But he listened to nobody and started his military service.
/Ŷ hŶĐůĞ 'ĂďƌŝĞů͛Ɛ ŚŽƵƐĞ͕ ƚŚŽƵŐŚ ŝƚ͛Ɛ ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕ ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ ŶŽ ŇŽǁĞƌƐ ĂŶĚ ŶŽ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƚƌĞĞ͖ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŽŶůǇƚĞĂƌƐĂŶĚǁĞĞƉŝŶŐĂŶĚǁĂŝůŝŶŐ͘
I, together with other female members of the family, have encircled my uncle’s
wife trying to console her but she seems to be in a sort of half-asleep. Well, did
you expect otherwise? her -19 year-old, wonderful son is gone forever. She had
so many sweet wishes for him, but he is now lying under tons of earth. I, as his
cousin, felt my heart was cut in two when I heard about Vartan’s death, well, and
she, as a mother? I don’t know what to say.
The Visit
The door-bell rings and my cousin who opens the door comes in with two strang-

Breath of Jesus Christ  191

ĞƌƐǁŚŽĂƌĞŶŽƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇƐĂǇ͞zĂůůĂŚ͟ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞǇĞŶƚĞƌ͘
ƉƉĂƌĞŶƚůǇŝƚŚĂĚďĞĞŶĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚĞĂƌůŝĞƌĨŽƌƐŽŵĞƌĞƉŽƌƚĞƌƐƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚŝŶƚĞƌview my uncle and his wife and I wonder how they are going to talk in their
ŐƌŝĞĨͲƐƚƌŝĐŬĞŶĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ͕ĨŽƌŝƚŝƐŽŶůǇƚǁŽǁĞĞŬƐƐŝŶĐĞsĂƌƚĂŶ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘dŚĞ
ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌŽĨƚŚĞƚǁŽŵĞŶŝƐƌĂƚŚĞƌƐƚƌĂŶŐĞ͖ƚŚĞǇƐĞĞŵƚŽďĞǀĞƌǇǁŽƌƌŝĞĚĂƐŝĨ
they did not expect to see so many people in this house. One of them takes the
ƵŶĐůĞƚŽĂĐŽƌŶĞƌĂŶĚǁŚŝƐƉĞƌƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐŝŶŚŝƐĞĂƌƐ͘tĞŶŽƟĐĞƚŚĂƚƵŶĐůĞ͛ƐĨĂĐĞ
ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐĐŽůŽƵƌ͖ŝƚƐĞĞŵƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŵĂŶŚĂƐƌĞǀĞĂůĞĚĂŐƌĞĂƚƐĞĐƌĞƚƚŽŽƵƌƵŶĐůĞ͘
He then approaches us and says: Soon we’ll have an important guest, I go to
welcome him and you must prepare yourself to receive him properly.
/ Ăŵ ƚƌƵůǇ ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ͖ ǁŚŽ ŝƐ ƚŚŝƐ ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ ŐƵĞƐƚ ĨŽƌ ǁŚŽŵ ŽƵƌ ƵŶĐůĞ ƐĞĞŵƐ
to be in high spirits again and is going towards the entrance-door to welcome
Śŝŵ͍͊/ĂŵŶŽǁƐŽĐƵƌŝŽƵƐƚŽŬŶŽǁǁŚŽƚŚĞŐƵĞƐƚŝƐ͖/ĐĂŶ͛ƚǁĂŝƚĂŶǇŵŽƌĞĂŶĚ
ĂƐŬƵŶĐůĞ͗WůĞĂƐĞ͕ǁŚŽ͛ƐƚŚĞŐƵĞƐƚ͍Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ƐĂǇƐŚĞŚĂƐƟůǇ͘
I am more puzzled now. For what reason should the President come to uncle’s
ŚŽƵƐĞĂƚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ͍/ƐƟůůĚŽŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚ͗ƵŶĐůĞŚĂƐŵŝƐŚĞĂƌĚ͕ƉƌŽďĂďůǇƚŚĞǇ
are some people from the Iranian Television. But then, oh my God, this person
ǁŚŽũƵƐƚĞŶƚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚƚĂůŬĞĚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇǁŝƚŚĂůůŽĨƵƐĂŶĚĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞĚƵƐŽŶƚŚĞŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕ƚŚŝƐƉĞƌƐŽŶǁŚŽ͛ƐŶŽǁƐŝƫŶŐĂƚƚŚĞƚĂďůĞ
and intensely looking at Vartan’s photo is the President himself.
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zĞƐ͕ŚĞŝƐŐĂǌŝŶŐĂƚsĂƌƚĂŶ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽĂŶĚǁĞĂƌĞĂůůŐĂǌŝŶŐĂƚŚŝŵǁŚŽƐĞĨĂĐĞŝƐ
ĂĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇƐƉĞĐƚĂĐůĞ͘,ĞƚŚĞŶ͕ĂŌĞƌŚŝƐƌĂƚŚĞƌůŽŶŐƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐŽĨsĂƌƚĂŶ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽ͕
turns to us and says:
 ـGod willing, this martyr in your family will be a great source of pride and
ŚŽŶŽƵƌĨŽƌĂůůŽĨǇŽƵ͕ĂƐŚĞŝƐĨŽƌƵƐƚŽŽ͕DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŐƌĂŶƚƚŽĂůů
ŽĨǇŽƵ͕ƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƚŽƚŚŝƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĂŚĂƉƉǇŚĞĂƌƚ͕ĐůĞĂƌǀŝƐŝŽŶĂŶĚƉůĞŶƟĨƵů
rewards in both this world and the next. We truly take pride in you, in
ƚŚŝƐ ǇŽƵŶŐ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ůŝŬĞƐŽĨ Śŝŵ ǁŚŽ ĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐůǇ ĂŶĚ ƐĞůŇĞƐƐůǇ
ĚĞĨĞŶĚĞĚŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌŚŽŵĞƐ͘

IhavecertainƵŶĨŽƌŐĞƩĂďůĞmemoriesaboutMr Khamenei Onewas when he, as
the Friday Prayers Imam, was delivering a sermon when a bomb exploded among
the crowd listening to him. The waves from the explosives even reached the sermon tribune. The crowds were scared and they were about to run away when the
ůŽƵĚͲƐƉĞĂŬĞƌƐĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ͗dŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝƐĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŚŝƐƐĞƌŵŽŶ͘
dŚĞŶŚĞ͕ǁŝƚŚĂƐĂĚĚĞŶĞĚĨĂĐĞďƵƚĮƌŵůǇ͕ǁĞŶƚŽŶǁŝƚŚŚŝƐůĞĐƚƵƌĞĂŶĚƉĞŽƉůĞďĞcame so calm and fearless as if no bomb had exploded among them a few minutes
ago. I have always been proud of such a courageous, powerful President.

Breath of Jesus Christ  193

ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ ŶŽǁ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ĂƐŬĞĚ ŽƵƌ ƵŶĐůĞ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ǁĂǇ sĂƌƚĂŶ ŚĂĚ ďĞĞŶ
martyred and uncle says: It was 15 days ago, it happened in the Majnun Islands.
,ŝƐĚĞĂĚďŽĚǇŚĂĚďĞĞŶƚĂŬĞŶƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶƋƵŝĐŬůǇ͘
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶƉƌĂŝƐĞĚƚŚĞĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐŽĨƚŚĞƵŶĐůĞĂŶĚŚŝƐǁŝĨĞĨŽƌďƌŝŶŐing up such children who also brought up someone like Vartan who was as brave
ĂŶĚƐĞůŇĞƐƐĂƐŚŝƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͘,ĞĂĚĚĞĚ͗
 ـThese children, these young men, in fact, these great men of our country,
guaranteed the independence of our land. If it was not for these, our people could not preserve their integrity, their independence and unity. We
ĂƌĞŝŵŵĞŶƐĞůǇŝŶĚĞďƚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞƐĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͖ŶŽƚŽŶůǇƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶŽǁĞƐƚŚĞŵĂůŽƚ͕ďƵƚĂůƐŽŽƵƌĨƵƚƵƌĞŚŝƐƚŽƌǇǁŝůůďĞŝŶĚĞďƚĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŵ͘
ŶĚƚŚŝƐŐŽĞƐĨŽƌǇŽƵƉĂƌĞŶƚƐƚŽŽǁŚŽďƌŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĞŵƵƉ͘dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐǁĞƌĞ
ŝŶƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚͲůŝŶĞƐŽĨďĂƩůĞĂŶĚǇŽƵǁĞƌĞƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐƚŚĞŵĨƌŽŵďĞŚŝŶĚ͘
Then the president addressed our uncle and said:
 ـyou and specially your wife, this mother, if you did not have the strength,
ƚŽůĞƌĂŶĐĞĂŶĚƉĂƟĞŶĐĞĂŶĚŝĨǇŽƵǁĞƌĞǁĞĂŬƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ͕ǇŽƵƌǇŽƵƚŚǁŽƵůĚ
not be that strong and courageous. It is your strength indeed that empowĞƌĞĚƚŚĞŵƚŽĮŐŚƚƐŽďƌĂǀĞůǇĂŶĚƐĞůŇĞƐƐůǇ͘dŚĂƚ͛ƐǁŚǇ/ƐĂǇƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞ
country is indebted to you.
DŝŶƵƚĞƐŐŽďǇĂŌĞƌDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŝŶƚŚŝƐŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚĞǀĞƌǇŵŝŶƵƚĞŽƵƌ
grief-stricken atmosphere changes and some happiness appears in everybody’s
face. Now Mr. Khamenei addresses the martyr’s mother and says: I would like
very much to hear about your feelings and the way you were informed about
your son’s martyrdom.
The mother tries to say something but a lump in her throat prevents it and tears
run down her cheeks.
When Vartan’s dead body was taken to Tehran, mother hardly managed to take
ĂƋƵŝĐŬůŽŽŬĂƚŚŝŵ͕ĂŶĚŶŽǁǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌƐŚĞŝŶƚĞŶĚƐƚŽƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚsĂƌƚĂŶ͕ƐŚĞ
ǀŝƐƵĂůŝǌĞƐƚŚĂƚŵŽŵĞŶƚĂŶĚĐĂŶŶŽƚƵƩĞƌĂǁŽƌĚ͘
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŶŽƟĐŝŶŐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐƐĂĚŵŽŽĚ͕ƌĂƉŝĚůǇĐŚĂŶŐĞƐƚŚĞƐƵďũĞĐƚĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ
my uncle about jobs and his other children.
I have three other children, one son and two daughters, he replies.
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The President says: May God protect your children and keep them in good health
ĂŶĚŚŝŐŚŵŽƌĂůƐ͖/ƉƌĂǇĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌƉƌŽƐƉĞƌŝƚǇŝŶůŝĨĞ͘
ŶĚƚŚĞŶĂƐŚĞƐĞĞƐƚŚĂƚǁĞĂƌĞƐƟůůƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞƐĂǇƐ͗zŽƵůĂĚŝĞƐ͕ǁŚǇĂƌĞǇŽƵ
standing there, please come and sit down.
ƚƚŚŝƐũƵŶĐƚƵƌĞ͕ǁŚŝůĞƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŝŶŐŚŝƐĚĞĐŝƐŝǀĞ͕ĮƌŵƐĞƌŵŽŶƐ͕/ƌĞĂůŝǌĞƚŚĂƚŝŶ
ƚŚŝƐŐƌĞĂƚŵĂŶ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŽƚŚĞƌĂƐƉĞĐƚƐ͗ĂīĞĐƟŽŶ͕ŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐĂŶĚĚĞůŝĐĂƚĞĞŵŽƟŽŶƐ͘ ŌĞƌ ǁĞ Ɛŝƚ ĚŽǁŶ͕ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ƐĂǇƐ͗ / ŐƵĞƐƐ ǇŽƵ ĂƌĞ ƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐ ŽĨ ŽŶĞ
another?
DǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚĚŵŽŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐƐŝƌ͕ǁĞĂƌĞ͘
ŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂĚĚƐ͗zŽƵĚŝĚǁĞůůďǇĐŽŵŝŶŐŚĞƌĞƚŽǁŝƉĞĂǁĂǇƚŚĞůŽŶĞůŝness of the martyr’s parents.

KŶĞŽĨƵƐƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ŝƚǁĂƐŽƵƌĚƵƚǇ͕ƚŚĞůĞĂƐƚǁĞĐŽƵůĚĚŽ͘
ـzĞƐ͕ŝƚŝƐƚƌƵůǇĂĚƵƚǇƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇŶŽǁĂƚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƟŵĞǁŚĞŶƉĞŽƉůĞĂƌĞ
ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ͘zŽƵŵƵƐƚĚŽƚŚŝƐŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŵŝŶŐǇĞĂƌƐĂůƐŽ͘
dŚĞŶ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ ŝŶ Ă ǀĞƌǇ ĂƩƌĂĐƟǀĞ͕ ƐǁĞĞƚ ƚŽŶĞ͕ ƚĂůŬƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ƐŝŶĐĞƌĞ
ĨĞĞůŝŶŐŽĨDƵƐůŝŵƐĨŽƌŚƌŝƐƚ:ĞƐƵƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂƚƚŚĞĞĂƌůǇƐƚĂŐĞƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĂŝƚŚ͘tŚĂƚŚĞƐĂǇƐŝƐƐŽŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐƚŽŵĞĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ
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tongue of a President who is a clergy man himself:
 ـwhat your martyrs have done these years, is comparable to what the
ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŽĨĞĂƌůǇŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇĚŝĚ͘dŚŽƐĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĚŽŶŽƚ
only belong to you, they are our martyrs too. Jesus Christ himself is our
prophet also. Muslims do revere Jesus and, as you know, there are numerous verses in the Quran concerning Christ and Holy Mary. We consider
:ĞƐƵƐĂƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞƉƌŽƉŚĞƚƐĐůŽƐĞƐƚƚŽ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͘
zŽƵƌĞĂƌůǇŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞƚŚĞƐƵƉƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞZŽŵĂŶŵƉŝƌĞͲĂŶŝĚŽůǁŽƌƐŚŝƉƉŝŶŐƐǇƐƚĞŵͲĂŶĚĚĞƐƉŝƚĞƚŚĞĂŶŝŵŽƐŝƟĞƐŽĨ:ĞǁƐŝŶ
places such as Jerusalem and Old Syria, fought for their divine faith and
ƌĞƐŝƐƚĞĚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚĂůůŽĚĚƐ͘/ŶƚŚŽƐĞĚĂǇƐŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚĞǆƉƌĞƐƐƚŚĞŝƌ
opinion openly, and the Gospels, as you know, were transferred by the
word of mouth for some 100 or 150 years, no one dared write down anyƚŚŝŶŐŝŶƚŚŝƐƌĞƐƉĞĐƚŽƌĐĂƌƌǇĂŶǇǁƌŝƩĞŶŶŽƚĞƐ͘dŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞĨĞĂƌŽĨƚŚĞ
Romans and Jews they were forced to read verses of the Gospels in unĚĞƌŐƌŽƵŶĚŚŝĚĞŽƵƚƐ͘dŚƵƐŵĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞƐĞĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůƉĞŽƉůĞǁĞƌĞŵƵƌĚĞƌĞĚ͖
they even murdered their women and children.
The Roman soldiers used to enter Christ villages and places of residence,
ĨŽƌĐĞĚĚŽŽƌƐŽƉĞŶĂŶĚŵƵƌĚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞŝƌǁŝǀĞƐĂŶĚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͖ŝƚǁĂƐĂďƐŽůƵƚĞ
ƐĂǀĂŐĞƌǇ͘ƵƚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐƌĞƐŝƐƚĞĚĂůůŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƐĂŶĚ͕ĂƐĂĐŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞ͕ĂŌĞƌ
some 2000ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ǇŽƵĚŽŚĂǀĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇƚŽĚĂǇ͘dŚŝƐƐƉƌĞĂĚŝŶŐŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͕ƚŚŝƐŐůŽďĂůĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶŽĨǇŽƵƌĨĂŝƚŚ͕ŝƐƌĞĂůůǇƚŚĞƌĞƐƵůƚŽĨƚŚĞƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐŽĨƚŚŽƐĞŐƌĞĂƚŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘/ĨŝƚǁĞƌĞŶŽƚĨŽƌƚŚĞŵ͕ƚŽĚĂǇǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚŚĞĂƌ
ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͘ŶĚƚŽĚĂǇƐŝŵŝůĂƌƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐĂŶĚƐĞůŇĞƐƐĂĐƚƐĐŽƵůĚ
ŬĞĞƉ ŽƵƌ ZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ ĂůŝǀĞ ĂŶĚ ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĞ ŝƚƐ ŝŶƚĞŐƌŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͘
zĞƐƚŚĞƐĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂƌĞŐƌĞĂƚ͕ǀĂůƵĂďůĞĂƐƐĞƚƐĂŶĚ/ĂŵƉƌŽƵĚŽĨĂůůŽĨǇŽƵ͕
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƚŚŝƐůĂĚǇͲŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚǇŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƐŽŶ͖ǇŽƵĂƌĞƚƌƵůǇĂƐŽƵƌĐĞ
of pride and glory for all of us.
When Mr. Khamenei is about to leave, the grief-stricken atmosphere in the
ŚŽƵƐĞŝƐĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ͖ǇŽƵĚŽŶ͛ƚƐĞĞŵƵĐŚƐŽƌƌŽǁĂŶĚƐĂĚŶĞƐƐŽŶƚŚĞ
faces. When he decides to leave, he goes towards my uncle and his wife and
says: ůůŽǁŵĞƚŽŐŝǀĞǇŽƵƐŽŵĞŬĞĞƉͲƐĂŬĞƐŝŶŵĞŵŽƌǇŽĨŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘,ĞĮƌƐƚ
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hands some coins to my uncle and to his wife and then, in the warmest and
friendliest manner, he says good-bye and leaves us.

/ĂŵŶŽǁĂƚŵǇŽǁŶŚŽƵƐĞ͖ŝƚ͛ƐĂďŽƵƚ2 in the morning. I am walking in my room,
going in circles. The vision of what went on in Uncle Gabriel’s house a few hours
ago, does not let me go to sleep. What a wonderful evening it was!
^ŝŶĐĞDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝůĞŌƵƐ͕/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƌĞĐŝƟŶŐĂǀĞƌƐĞďǇ,ĂĮǌǁŚŝĐŚŝƐŵŽƐƚ
ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟǀĞŽĨƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͛ƐŝŶƟŵĂƚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐ͗
dŚĞďƵƌĚĞŶŽĨƚŚĞŐƌŝĞĨǁŚŝĐŚŚĂĚŽƵƌƐŽƵůƐĚĞƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ
tĂƐƚĂŬĞŶŽīďǇƐŽŵĞŽŶĞǁŚŽƉŽƐƐĞƐƐĞĚ
dŚĞŚĞĂůŝŶŐďƌĞĂƚŚŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐŚƌŝƐƚ
I also composed a few lines of poetry about this marvelous visit following the
ƌŚǇŵĞĂŶĚƌŚǇƚŚŵŽĨ,ĂĮǌ͘

Chapter 5
The year 1986

Thirteen
Both the mother and the father
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The Family of Martyr Richard Ebrahimi
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1987ͬ1ͬ1

The Photo of

Martyr Richard Ebrahimi
Martyred on 1986ͬ8ͬ19

My mother who has faced hardships bravely for the last 20 years since my father
ůĞŌŚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽŶĞǀĞƌĐŽŵƉůĂŝŶĞĚĂŶĚƐƚŽŽĚĮƌŵůŝŬĞĂŵŽƵŶƚĂŝŶĂŐĂŝŶƐƚĂůůŽĚĚƐŝŶ
our life, is now opening her heart to me, her only daughter:
zŽƵƐĞĞ͕ĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĞ5 months since the martyrdom of your brother Richard, I
ŽŌĞŶǀŝƐŝƚŚŝƐŐƌĂǀĞďƵƚ/ŶĞǀĞƌƐĂǁĂŶǇŇŽǁĞƌƐŽƌĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐƐŚŽǁŝŶŐƚŚĂƚǇŽƵƌ
father has visited the grave of his martyred son, oh, I can’t believe it.
^ŚĞ ƐŝŐŚƐ ĚĞĞƉůǇ ĂŶĚ ƐƚŽƉƐ ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ͖ ƐŚĞ ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ ǁĂŶƚ ƚĞĂƌƐ ƚŽ ĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ ŚĞƌ
ǁŽƌĚƐ͘/ĞŵďƌĂĐĞŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƟŐŚƚůǇ͘/ƚŚŝŶŬƚŽŵǇƐĞůĨ͗ŝƚ͛ƐŐŽŽĚĨŽƌŵŽƚŚĞƌƚŽ
weep and pour down tears but she, as always, silently sighs.
tĞůů͕ ƚǁĞŶƚǇ ǇĞĂƌƐ ĂŐŽ ǁĞ ǁĞƌĞ Ă ĮǀĞ ŵĞŵďĞƌ ĨĂŵŝůǇ ůŝǀŝŶŐ ŝŶ hƌƵŵŝĂ͗ DǇ
parents, my elder brother Robert, my younger brother Richard and I, the only
daughter in the middle.
ǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐǁĂƐŐŽŝŶŐĮŶĞŝŶŽƵƌůŝĨĞǁŚĞŶƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌůĞŌƵƐĨŽƌŶŽƌĞĂƐŽŶ͘ ,Ğ ŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ ĂŶĚ ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ Ă ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ůŝĨĞ͖ ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ ƚŚĞŶ ǁĂƐ ŽŶůǇ
ƚŚƌĞĞŵŽŶƚŚƐŽůĚ͊^ŽĨĂƚŚĞƌůĞŌƵƐĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐĂůŽŶĞ͖ǁĞŚĂĚŶŽŝŶĐŽŵĞ͕ŶŽ
ƉůĂĐĞƚŽůŝǀĞ͕ŶŽƚĞŶŽƵŐŚĨŽŽĚĂŶĚǁĞĨĂĐĞĚĂůůƐŽƌƚƐŽĨĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐ͘^ŚĞŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ͕
ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ƚŽďƌŝŶŐƵƉƚŚƌĞĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŚĞƌƟƌĞůĞƐƐĞīŽƌƚƐ͘
When she comes home, I kiss her hands and say: Mum, it’s very cold outside, let
me bring you a hot cup of tea.

202  Christ in the Night of Glory

^ŚĞ ƐĂǇƐ͗ ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ĮŶĞ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŶ ƐŚĞ ĂƐŬƐ ŵĞ ĂďŽƵƚ ZŽďĞƌƚ ĂŶĚ ůĞŵ͘ / ƚĞůů ŚĞƌ
they’ve gone out to buy some cakes and sweets.
That’s right, it’s for the guests, she explains.
/ĂŵƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚĂŶĚĂƐŬŚĞƌ͗ŽǁĞŚĂǀĞŐƵĞƐƚƐ͍/ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĞǇ͛ǀĞŐŽŶĞŽƵƚƚŽ
buy something for Christmas!
^ŚĞƚĂŬĞƐĂƐŝƉĂƚŚĞƌƚĞĂĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ǁŚĂƚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕ǁĞ͛ƌĞƐƟůůŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĨŽƌŽƵƌ
martyr, not only for him but for all martyrs.
ƚƚŚŝƐŵŽŵĞŶƚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌͲďĞůůƌŝŶŐƐ͘/ŽƉĞŶƚŚĞĚŽŽƌ͘ZŽďĞƌƚĂŶĚůĞŵĐŽŵĞŝŶ͘
ůĞŵ͕ƐĞĞŝŶŐŚŝƐŐƌĂŶĚŵĂ͕ƌƵƐŚĞƐƚŽǁĂƌĚƐŚĞƌĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗,ĂƉƉǇEĞǁzĞĂƌ͕ŐƌĂŶĚŵĂ͘^ŚĞĞŵďƌĂĐĞƐŚŝŵƟŐŚƚůǇ͖ƐŝŶĐĞZŝĐŚĂƌĚǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͕ŵŽƚŚĞƌĞŵďƌĂĐĞƐ
ŚĞƌŐƌĂŶĚƐŽŶŵŽƌĞĞŵŽƟŽŶĂůůǇ͘
I want to ask Robert about our guests this evening but suddenly we hear a loud
siren and the radio announces: this is an emergency siren and it means that aeƌŝĂůĂƩĂĐŬƐĂƌĞƐŽŽŶƚŽŚĂƉƉĞŶ͘WůĞĂƐĞŐŽŝŶƚŽƵŶĚĞƌŐƌŽƵŶĚƐŚĞůƚĞƌƐ͘
ZŽďĞƌƚƋƵŝĐŬůǇƐǁŝƚĐŚĞƐŽīĂůůƚŚĞůŝŐŚƚƐŝŶƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚǁĞŚĞĂƌǀŽŝĐĞƐŽĨƐŽŵĞ
ƉĞŽƉůĞƐŚŽƵƟŶŐ͗ƉƵƚǇŽƵƌůŝŐŚƚƐŽī͊/ƚ͛ƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞƐƵĐŚůŝŐŚƚƐŵĂǇŐƵŝĚĞ/ƌĂƋŝĂŝƌĐƌĂŌƚŽďŽŵďƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂůĂƌĞĂƐ͘
tĞƐŝƚĚŽǁŶĂŐĂŝŶ͘DŽƚŚĞƌŝƐďƵƐǇƉůĂǇŝŶŐǁŝƚŚůĞŵĂŶĚ/ĂƐŬZŽďĞƌƚ͗ǇŽƵĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ
tell me we have guests this evening?
Nothing important, a few of Richard’s friends will come to visit us, a few from
among those hundreds who took part in his burial and mourning ceremonies.
I feel uneasy, not because I don’t like guests, no, because I feel bad to receive
ŐƵĞƐƚƐŝŶƚŚŝƐĚĂŵƉ͕ŽůĚďĂƐĞŵĞŶƚƉůĂĐĞ͖ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŶŽŶͲƌŵĞnian friends and comrades of Richard.
ZŽďĞƌƚ ǁŚŽ ƐƉŽƚƐ ŵǇ ƵŶĞĂƐĞ ƚƌŝĞƐ ƚŽ ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚ ŵĞ ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗ KŚ͕ ŵǇ ůŝƩůĞ ƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕
don’t worry, they’re ordinary people not the President of the Republic!
KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞĂŌĞƌŚĞĂƌŝŶŐƚŚĞZĞĚůĞƌƚƐŝƌĞŶ͕/ĨĞůƚďĞƩĞƌďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚ
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƵĐŚĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐƚŚĞƌĞǁŝůůďĞŶŽŐƵĞƐƚƐ͘
Now almost an hour has passed since we heard the siren when the door-bell
ƌŝŶŐƐ͘ZŽďĞƌƚũƵŵƉƐƵƉ͖ŚĞŚĂĚĂůŵŽƐƚĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶƚŚĂƚǁĞǁĞƌĞƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽŚĂǀĞ
guests. While going to open the door, he says: Our guests, most probably. Meanwhile, I wear my head-scarf and go to the kitchen to prepare things.
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&ƌŽŵƚŚĞŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ/ŚĞĂƌƚŚĞǀŽŝĐĞƐŽĨƚǁŽŐƵĞƐƚƐ͘ŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕/ĞŶƚĞƌƚŚĞ
ƌŽŽŵĂŶĚƐĂǇ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͛ƚŽŽƵƌŐƵĞƐƚƐ͘dŚĞƚǁŽǇŽƵŶŐŵĞŶ͕ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚůŽŽŬŝŶŐĂƚŵǇ
face, get up out of respect and ask me to pardon them for having troubled us on
Christmas Eve.
/ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞůĞŵĨƌŽŵŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƚĂŬĞŚŝŵŝŶŵǇŽǁŶĂƌŵƐ͘/͛ŵĂďŽƵƚƚŽŐŽďĂĐŬ
to the kitchen when we hear the door-bell ringing again. I hear Robert saying in a
stammering voice: Oh, please, co,co-, come in. I look towards the entrance-door
ƚŽƐĞĞǁŚŽƚŚŝƐŶĞǁŐƵĞƐƚŝƐ͘&ŝƌƐƚ/ƐĞĞĂďůĂĐŬǁĂůŬŝŶŐͲƐƟĐŬĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƚŚĞƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘
Oh, my God, it’s really Mr. Khamenei, the President!
I am really shocked for I cannot believe that the President has come to our poor
house to meet us in such a simple manner, especially because it was only two
ŚŽƵƌƐĂŐŽĂŌĞƌƚŚĞƌĂĚŝŽǁĂƌŶŝŶŐŶŽƚƚŽŐŽŽƵƚ͊/ĂŐĂŝŶůŽŽŬĂƚZŽďĞƌƚ͖ŚĞƐĞĞŵƐ
to be shocked too.
dŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ďĞĨŽƌĞƐŝƫŶŐĚŽǁŶ͕ŐƌĞĞƚƐƵƐĂůůĂŶĚĞǀĞŶƐĂǇƐ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͛ƚŽŵǇ
ůŝƩůĞďŽǇůĞŵ͘Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŚĂƐƐƵĐŚĂĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ͕ǁĂƌŵĂƫƚƵĚĞƚŚĂƚ/͕ǁŚŽƵƐĞĚ
ƚŽƚĂŬĞƌĞĨƵŐĞŝŶƚŚĞŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ͕ƐĞĞŵǇƐĞůĨƐŝƫŶŐŶŽƚĨĂƌĨƌŽŵŚŝŵǁŝƚŚŽƵƚďĞŝŶŐ
shy or anything.
dŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝůŽŽŬƐĂƚZŝĐŚĂƌĚ͛ƐƉĂŝŶƟŶŐĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ͗ Is this the picture of
your martyr?ŶĚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƌĞƉůŝĞƐ͗zĞƐ͕ŝƚ͛ƐĚƌĂǁŶďǇŽŶĞŽĨŚŝƐĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͘
ŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ͕ŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗zŽƵŵƵƐƚďĞƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘
zĞƐ/Ăŵ͕ĂŶƐǁĞƌƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘
Then he looks at me and asks: How about you, lady?
I reply in a proud voice: I am the martyr’s sister. I felt I had never been so proud
of being a martyr’s sister as now.
/ůŽŽŬĂƚZŽďĞƌƚǁŚŽŝƐƐŝƫŶŐŝŶĂĐŽƌŶĞƌ͘,ĞƐƟůůůŽŽŬƐƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚĂŶĚĐŽŶĨƵƐĞĚ͖
perhaps his memories of Richard are revived in his mind. Richard was 6 years
ŽůĚĞƌƚŚĂŶZŽďĞƌƚďƵƚƚŚĞǇŚĂĚǀĞƌǇĐůŽƐĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐǁŝƚŚĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌ͖ƚŚĞǇŽŌĞŶ
went out together and helped each other in every respect.
I look at him, wave my hand and try to tell him that there is nothing on the table
ĨŽƌŽƵƌŐƵĞƐƚ͘/ǁĂŶƚŚŝŵƚŽƚĂŬĞĐĂƌĞŽĨůĞŵƐŽ/ĐĂŶŐŽƚŽƚŚĞŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ͘
Mr. Khamenei now asks mother about the date of her son’s martyrdom and
ŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ŵŽŶƚŚĂŐŽ͘
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Well, that is very recent then, says the President.
Mother, who has now found out how kind and friendly Mr. Khamenei is, begins
ƚŽƚĂůŬŽĨŚĞƌĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶƐ͗/ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚƚŚĂƚZŝĐŚĂƌĚ͛ƐĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚƐŽŵĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐ
ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĞĨĞŶĐĞDŝŶŝƐƚƌǇŽƌĨƌŽŵƚŚĞDĂƌƚǇƌƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶǁŽƵůĚǀŝƐŝƚƵƐŽŶƚŚĞ
occasion of Christmas as they did in his mourning ceremonies.
Mr. Khamenei says in a kind, fatherly voice: I apologize to you on this part. I am
ƌĞĂůůǇƚŽƵĐŚĞĚ͖ƚŚŝƐWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝƐƐƵĐŚĂƐŝŵƉůĞ͕ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇĂŶĚŚƵŵďůĞƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘
He goes on: Perhaps they were not informed but I ask you to accept my apology
on their behalf.
Mother who is impressed by Mr. Khamenei’s words says: I’m sorry I complained,
you’re my lord and I am nobody, but we mothers who have lost their dear chilĚƌĞŶĂƌĞŚĂĚůǇŝŶŶĞĞĚŽĨĐŽŶƐŽůĂƟŽŶƐ͖ƚŚĞǇŚĞůƉǁĂƌŵŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚƐĂŐĂŝŶ͘
Mr. Khamenei looks at Robert, smiles at him and exchanges a few word with
him and then tells mother: tĞůů͕ŵĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇƉƌŽƚĞĐƚƚŚĞƐĞƚǁŽǇŽƵŶŐ
son and daughter for you and God willing, may this Christmas bring you
ďůĞƐƐŝŶŐĂŶĚŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ͕/ƉƌĂǇƚŚĂƚǇŽƵƌEĞǁzĞĂƌǁŝůůďĞĂƐǁĞĞƚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚ
year for you.
DŽƚŚĞƌŝŶƚĞƌƌƵƉƚƐŚŝŵĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ǆĐƵƐĞŵĞďƵƚƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌǁĞĂƌĞŶŽƚĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ
Christmas.
^ŚĞĂĚĚƐ͗tĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚĂƐůŽŶŐĂƐƚŚŝƐǁĂƌĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ͕ǁŝƚŚďŽŵďŝŶŐƐĂŶĚŬŝůůŝŶŐŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘ĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐ
ĂƌĞĨŽƌƟŵĞƐǁŚĞŶƉĞŽƉůĞĐŽƵůĚĨĞĂƌůĞƐƐůǇŐĞƚƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞǁĂƌĂŶĚǁŝƚŚŽƵƚǁĞĂƌŝŶŐďůĂĐŬĐůŽƚŚĞƐ͖ƚŚĞŶǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƚŽďĞŚĂƉƉǇĂŐĂŝŶĂƚƚŚĞďŝƌƚŚŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐ͘ƵƚŶŽǁŵĂŶǇƉĞŽƉůĞƐƵīĞƌĨƌŽŵ
ƚŚĞĂƩĂĐŬƐďǇ^ĂĚĚĂŵƌĞŐŝŵĞ͘dŚĞŚŽƵƐĞƐŽĨƐŽŵĞŽĨŽƵƌĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ǁŚŽŵŝŐƌĂƚed to Kermanshah, were bombed and devastated. Of course even under such
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐǁĞĚŽŚĂǀĞĂƐǇŵďŽůŝĐĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶďƵƚŶŽƚĂƌĞĂůŽŶĞ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ǁĞĚŽ
ĚĞĐŽƌĂƚĞĂŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƚƌĞĞĂŶĚŐŝǀĞĨƌŝĞŶĚƐƐŽŵĞŐŝŌƐƐŽƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĞŵǇǁŽƵůĚ
not think that we’ve given up all hope.
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇůŝƐƚĞŶƐƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐǁŽƌĚƐǁŝƚŚĂƐŵŝůĞ͖ŚĞůĞƚƐŚĞƌŐŽŽŶ
ƚĂůŬŝŶŐĂƐŝĨŚĞũƵƐƚůŝŬĞƐƚŽŚĞĂƌŽƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘dŚŝƐŝƐĂƉƉĂƌĞŶƚŝŶǁŚĂƚŚĞƐĂǇƐĂŌĞƌ
mother stops:
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ـǁĞůů͕/ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚĨŽƌǇŽƵƌŐŽŽĚĂŶĚǁŝƐĞǁŽƌĚƐ͘zŽƵĂƌĞĂĐƵůƚƵƌĞĚ͕ƚŚŽƵŐŚƞƵůůĂĚǇĂŶĚƚŚŝƐŝƐĂŐƌĞĂƚƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐĨŽƌƵƐƚŽƐĞĞ
that the mothers of our martyrs are such well-educated, cultured ladies.
He adds: what you expressed was right and solemn, but on occasions such as
the birth-anniversary of Christ and other religious or non-religious occasions,
there are memorable moments to gladden the hearts. In my opinion there is no
ƉƌŽďůĞŵǁŝƚŚƐƵĐŚĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘ƐǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ĚĞĂƌůĂĚǇ͕ŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚƐƐƵĐŚĂƐůŽƐŝŶŐ
ŽŶĞ͛ƐĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ƐŝƐƚĞƌƐŽƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐŚĂǀĞĂůǁĂǇƐŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͖ƚŚĞƐĞĞǀĞŶƚƐŚĂǀĞĂůǁĂǇƐďĞĞŶǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚďǇŚƵŵĂŶŝƚǇŽŶĂĚĂŝůǇďĂƐŝƐ͘tĞŵƵƐƚĮŶĚǁĂǇƐƚŽĚƵƐƚŽī
such sorrows from our hearts so that an ordinary life full of hope and happiness
could go on. Ways must be found that the members of the martyrs’ family could
live as pleasantly as possible. ƐǇŽƵƐĂŝĚ͕ƌĞĂůĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶŽĨƐƵĐŚŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐĂƌĞ
ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŶŽǁĂƌƐ͕ŶŽĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƟŽŶ͕ŶŽƉĂŝŶƐĂŶĚŶŽƐŽƌƌŽǁ͘ĞƐƉŝƚĞĂůůƚŚŝƐ͕
ƐƵĐŚŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐĂƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐƚŚĞďŝƌƚŚŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐŽƌƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŝŶŐŐƌĞĂƚŵĞŶĂŶĚ
women who served humanity are good events that make people happy. For this,
I am myself very happy to have come to your house and visit you.
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/ŶŵǇƚƵƌŶ͕/ǁŝƐŚZŝĐŚĂƌĚǁĂƐŚĞƌĞĂŶĚĐŽƵůĚƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶƐƵĐŚĂǁĂƌŵ͕ŝŶƟŵĂƚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐďƵƚŚŝƐŵĞŵŽƌǇŝƐĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞĂƌŽƵŶĚƵƐĂŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂƐŬƐ
mother to tell him more about her martyr.
She then thus explains:
ـDǇƐŽŶ͛ƐĨĂŝƚŚǁĂƐǀĞƌǇƐƚƌŽŶŐ͖ĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶŽƵƌĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚǁŽƵůĚƚĞƐƟĨǇƚŽ
this. He had never raised his head to look at girls. The day we went to the
ƐƚĂƟŽŶ ǁŚĞŶ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ƚƌĂǀĞůůŝŶŐ ƚŽ <ĞƌŵĂŶ ƚŽ ƐƚĂƌƚ ŚŝƐ ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕ /
told my family: this boy is so innocent, I’m sure he will be martyred! I was
ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚƚŚĂƚƐƵĐŚĂƉĞƌƐŽŶŚĂƐƚŽďĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͖ƚŚŝƐǁĂƐǀŝƐŝďůĞŝŶĂůůŚŝƐ
movements, his behaviour with other people and his haste to perform
what he thought was his duty. Whenever he was on a short leave from
ǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚ͕ŚĞƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŽǁĂŶƚƚŽŐŽďĂĐŬĂƐƐŽŽŶĂƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘dŚĞůĂƐƚƟŵĞ
he was on leave, I begged him to stay one more day because his sister was
coming to Tehran the following day. I even suggested that I would get a
ƐŝĐŬĐĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞĨƌŽŵĂĚŽĐƚŽƌ/ŬŶĞǁ͊ƵƚŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŵǇũŽďƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ
with a comrade is to look for mines, if I don’t go, this other soldier will
have to carry out the job alone, mother, don’t let me be so unfair. I swear
ƚŽ'ŽĚŚĞŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚƐŽŵƵĐŚƚŚĂƚ/ĮŶĂůůǇůĞƚŚŝŵŐŽ͖/ĂůǁĂǇƐĨĞůƚŚĞǁŽƵůĚ
be martyred.
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When mother says that she knew he would be martyred, I remember that his military comrades said the same thing about him. They also said: He was working from
5ŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐƟůů12 midnight, God knows that he didn’t know the meaning of
ƟƌĞĚŶĞƐƐĂŶĚĚĂǇƐďĞĨŽƌĞŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŚĞŚĂĚǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌĞĚƚŽĚƌŝǀĞĂƚƌƵĐŬůŽĂĚĞĚ
with tar and he did smear tens of kilometers of dusty roads with tar so that the enĞŵǇǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚƐĞĞƚŚĞĚƵƐƚŐŽŝŶŐƵƉ͘dŚĞǇĂĚĚĞĚ͗ǁĞŽŌĞŶƚŽůĚŚŝŵƚŽƌĞƐƚĂǁŚŝůĞ
ĂŶĚŚĞƌĞƉůŝĞĚƚŚĂƚĂƐůŽŶŐƚŚŝƐĂĂƚŚŝƐƚͲŝŽŶŝƐƚĞŶĞŵǇďƌĞĂƚŚĞƐ͕/ĐĂŶ͛ƚƌĞƐƚ͊
ŶŽƚŚĞƌƐŽůĚŝĞƌƚŽůĚƵƐ͗KŶĐĞŽŶĞŽĨŚŝƐDƵƐůŝŵĐŽŵƌĂĚĞƐǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂŶĚ
ŚŝƐďŽĚǇůĂǇŝŶƚŚĞĞŶĞŵǇǌŽŶĞŽŶƚŚĞ/ƌĂƋŝƐŝĚĞŽĨƚŚĞďŽƌĚĞƌ͘ZŝĐŚĂƌĚǁĞŶƚƚŽ
the other side at night without informing his commander. He did carry the body
ďĂĐŬ͘ ŶĚ ǁŚĞŶ ŚŝƐ ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌ ƌĞƉƌŽĂĐŚĞĚ Śŝŵ ĨŽƌ ƚŚŝƐ͕ ŚĞ ƐĂŝĚ͗ / Ăŵ ƌĞĂĚǇ
ƚŽďĞƉƵŶŝƐŚĞĚ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞďŽĚǇŽĨ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶǁĂƐůĞŌŝŶƚŚĞĞŶĞŵǇǌŽŶĞ͕/ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ
bear that, because I know that the mothers of martyrs would like to see the
ďŽĚŝĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƐŽŶƐ͘ƚŚŝƐŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ͕ŽŶĞŽĨŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐƚŽŽŬƚŚĞ
loud-speaker, showed us a big picture of Richard and said: 10 days before his
martyrdom, he came to me, gave me this picture and begged me to take care of
his mother and sister if he was martyred.
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The evening before his martyrdom, he telephoned mother and said: I owe Taghi
some 50dƵŵĂŶƐ͖dĂŐŚŝǁĂƐƚŚĞŶĂŵĞŽĨƚŚĞŽǁŶĞƌŽĨŽƵƌŶĞĂƌĞƐƚŐƌŽĐĞƌǇ͘DŽƚŚer had asked him: why don’t you do it yourself when you come here on leave,
ĂŶĚŚĞŚĂĚĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĚ͗DĂǇďĞŝƚǁŝůůďĞĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞďĞĨŽƌĞ/ĐŽŵĞ͕ƐŽƉůĞĂƐĞƉĂǇ
him the money, he has a large family, and he needs it. Richard was only 20 years
of age when he was martyred.
Wasn’t he married? Mr. Khamenei asks and mother says: No, he wasn’t married yet.
dŚĞŶƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƚĂůŬƐƚŽZŽďĞƌƚǁŚŽ͛ƐƐŝƫŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽŵĞ͗How about you, you
were older than the martyr, weren’t you?
ZŽďĞƌƚƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ
ŶĚǁŚĂƚĂƌĞǇŽƵĚŽŝŶŐŶŽǁ͍ƐŬƐDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͘
I’m doing some metal work and a few days ago, I took part in an exam in computĞƌĞĸĐŝĞŶĐǇĂŶĚ/ǁĂƐƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů͕/͛ǀĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇŐŝǀĞŶƚŚĞŵŵǇĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͕ǁĞ͛ůů
see what happens next.
ـtŚĂƚ͛ƐǇŽƵƌĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶůĞǀĞů͍
High school diploma, sir, he says.
ـtŚǇĚŝĚŶ͛ƚǇŽƵĐŽŶƟŶƵĞǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͍
 ـWell, sir, I had to provide for the family’s expenses and now I’m 25 years
of age.
 ـHow about you, lady, are you engaged in some sort of profession?
ـEŽƚŝŶĂŶŽĸĐĞ͖/ĚŽƐŽŵĞǁĞĂǀŝŶŐǁŽƌŬ͕ƐŽŵĞƚĂŝůŽƌŝŶŐĂŶĚƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƚŚŝŶŐƐ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐŚŽǁ/ďƌŽƵŐŚƚƵƉƚŚĞƐĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘
How about their father, did he die before all this?ƐŬƐDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͘
ŶĚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐƉĂŝŶĨƵůůǇ͗/ǁŝƐŚŚĞ͛ĚŚĂǀĞĚŝĞĚ͘EŽ͕20ǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽŚĞůĞŌƵƐ͘
This so-called father has not even come to visit his martyred son’s grave. He’s
never cared how his children were being brought up. He’s never once visited the
grave of his martyred son, though he lives not very far from us in this district.
For some 20ǇĞĂƌƐŚĞŚĂƐŶĞǀĞƌĐĂƌĞĚŚŽǁǁĞůŝǀĞŝŶƚŚŝƐďĂƐĞŵĞŶƚ͕ǁŚĞƌĞzŽƵƌ
ǆĐĞůůĞŶĐǇŝƐŶŽǁǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƵƐ͘
Mother is silent for a few moments while, with the corner of her head-scarf, she
wipes her tears and then she changes the subject, as if she feels that the narra-
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ƟŽŶŽĨǁŚĂƚƐŚĞ͛ƐŚĂƐŐŽŶĞƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ͕ŐŝǀĞƐDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂŚĞĂƌƚͲĂĐŚĞĂŶĚƐŚĞ
doesn’t want that.
^ŚĞƚŚĞŶĂĚĚƐ͗ŝƚ͛ƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐĨŽƌǇŽƵƚŽŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚǁŚĞŶZŝĐŚĂƌĚǁĂƐũŽŝŶŝŶŐƚŚĞ
ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ͕ŚŝƐŽůĚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬĂŌĞƌŚŝƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ŝŶĂŵŽŶƚŚ͛ƐƟŵĞĂŶĚǁĞĐŽƵůĚĂůůďĞƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĨŽƌĂƐƚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶEĞǁ
zĞĂƌ͘DǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŚĂĚĂůƐŽŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ͘/ƚŽůĚŚŝŵ͗ŝĨǇŽƵŐŽ͕/͛ůůďĞĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇůŽŶĞly. But he said: Mother, you could tolerate being lonely for a short while, but in
the war-fronts those soldiers are also lonely, we must go and help and he did go
away. So the two brothers never met each other again.
/ůŽŽŬĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐĨĂĐĞ͖ŚĞƐĞĞŵƐƚŽďĞĨƵůůŽĨĂĚŵŝƌĂƟŽŶĨŽƌŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚ
then he says:
ـzŽƵ͛ƌĞĂďƌĂǀĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͖ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĂƐĞůŇĞƐƐ͕ƚŽůĞƌĂŶƚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘DĂǇ'ŽĚůmighty grant you His rewards. God willing, in exchange for the deep pain
ǇŽƵƐƵīĞƌŽŶƚŚĞƉĂƚŚŽĨŚŽůǇĂŝŵƐĂŶĚŝĚĞĂůƐ͕,ĞǁŝůůĞŶůŝŐŚƚĞŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚ
with great, spiritual happiness and that your life from now on will be a
blessed life.
/ĂůƐŽĨĞĞůůŝŬĞƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽƚŚŝƐŬŝŶĚWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ƐŽ/ƐĂǇ͗zŽƵŬŶŽǁŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŚĂƐ
brought us up in the face of numerous hardships and shortage of income. I reŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚZŝĐŚĂƌĚůŝŬĞĚƚŽŚĂǀĞĂŶĞǁǁƌŝƐƚͲǁĂƚĐŚ͕ĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŝƚŚĚŝĸĐƵůty, saved some 150dƵŵĂŶƐƚŽďƵǇŝƚĨŽƌŚŝŵ͖ƐŚĞŐĂǀĞŝƚƚŽŚŝŵƚŚĞůĂƐƚƟŵĞŚĞ
came back on leave and he was truly happy to receive it. Richard said to mother:
/ǁĂŶƚǇŽƵƚŽƟĞŝƚĂƌŽƵŶĚŵǇǁƌŝƐƚǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͘^ŚĞĚŝĚĂŶĚƐŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗/ŚŽƉĞ/ŵĂǇ
do it again when you’re about to marry. Well, mother’s wish did not realize.
Mr. Khamenei consoled me with some warm, fatherly words and then he asked
mother: How old was your martyr?
Twenty years, four months and four days, replied mother.
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŝƐƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚďǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĞǆĂĐƚĮŐƵƌĞƐĂŶĚŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗
ـǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů͕ŚŽǁŵĞƟĐƵůŽƵƐ͕ƚŚŝƐŬŝŶĚŽĨŵĞŵŽƌǇďĞůŽŶŐƐƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌƐŽŶůǇ͘
My mother then said: you know, men usually make grand claims but it is really
us mothers who go through every damn thick and thin!
dŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚĂŶĚĂůůŽĨƵƐůĂƵŐŚĂƚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐƚŽƵŐŚƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ͖ƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂůƐŽ
ůĂƵŐŚƐĂŶĚƚƌŝĞƐƚŽĞǆƉůĂŝŶ͗ǆĐƵƐĞŵĞ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ĨŽƌŵǇŝŵƉŽůŝƚĞǁĂǇŽĨƚĂůŬŝŶŐ͖ǇŽƵ
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are like a father to all of us. I don’t want to exaggerate but I brought up two sons.
They went out early morning and came back about 7ŝŶƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͖ŶŽŽŶĞĞǀĞƌ
ƐĂǁƚŚĞŵǁĂƐƟŶŐƟŵĞŝŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚƐ͘dŚĞǇǁĞŶƚƚŽƐĐŚŽŽůƚŽƐƚƵĚǇĂŶĚǁŽƌŬĞĚ
ŝŶƚŚĞĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶƐ͘ǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇŝŶŽƵƌĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚƚŚĞŵ͘zĞƚŵĂŶǇŵĞŶĐůĂŝŵ
that it was they who brought up good children!
Mr. Khamenei listened to mother while drinking his tea, and then he siad: There
ŝƐŶŽĚŽƵďƚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞŽĨŵŽƚŚĞƌƐŽŶĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛ƐďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌĂŶĚĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ͖ŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĚŽŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞƚŚĞŵŽƌĂůĂŶĚƐŽĐŝĂůǀĂůƵĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘
dŚŽƐĞ ƐŽͲĐĂůůĞĚ ŝŶƚƌŝŶƐŝĐ ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ ŽĨ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ĂƌĞ ƵŶĚŽƵďƚĞĚůǇ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐĐƌĞĂƚĞĚďǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘dŚŝƐŝƐĂůƐŽƚƌƵĞŝŶĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂůƚĞŶĚĞŶĐŝĞƐŽĨĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘
ŶĚƚŚŝƐŝƐƚƌƵĞƌŝŶǇŽƵƌĐĂƐĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞǇŽƵƉůĂǇĞĚƚŚĞƌŽůĞƐŽĨďŽƚŚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ
and the father.
dŚŝƐƉŚƌĂƐĞ͚ďŽƚŚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ƵƩĞƌĞĚďǇDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŝŵƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ
mother very much.
ŶǇǁĂǇŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŚĂǀŝŶŐĨŽƵŶĚĂŶĂƩĞŶƟǀĞŬŝŶĚůŝƐƚĞŶĞƌ͕ǁĞŶƚŽŶƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽ
the President more about her life and her children: I always wanted my children
to grow up to be properly useful persons. Whenever I saw a guilty person with
ĂƉŽůŝĐĞŵĂŶ͕/ƐĂŝĚ͗ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŵƵĐŚďĞƩĞƌƚŽďĞĂƉŽůŝĐĞŵĂŶƚŚĂŶĂƉĞƌƐŽŶ
engaged in vice. I advised my children to become useful people for the society,
and serve their country.
Certainly, says Mr. Khamenei and adds: zŽƵƌĞŶůŝŐŚƚĞŶĞĚǁĂǇŽĨƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐĂŶĚ
ǇŽƵƌŽǁŶĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌĂŶĚƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƚǇŚĂǀĞƐƵƌĞůǇŚĂĚƉŽƐŝƟǀĞĞīĞĐƚƐŽŶǇŽƵƌ
children.
,ĞƚŚĞŶůŽŽŬƐĂƚůĞŵĂŶĚĂƐŬƐŵĞŝŶĂƐǁĞĞƚǀŽŝĐĞ͗/ƐƚŚŝƐůŝƩůĞŽŶĞǇŽƵƌŬŝĚ͍
ـzĞƐ͘
 ـWhat’s his name?
ـůĞŵ͘
,Ğ ƌĞƉĞĂƚƐ ƚŚĞ ŶĂŵĞ ůĞŵ Ă ĨĞǁ ƚŝŵĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƚĞůůƐ ůĞŵ͗ you dear little kid,
come here.
ůĞŵ͕ǁŚŽŚĂƐĂďŽƚƚůĞŽĨŵŝůŬŝŶŚŝƐƌŝŐŚƚŚĂŶĚ͕ŐŽĞƐƚŽǁĂƌĚƐŚŝŵĂŶĚDƌ͘
Khamenei takes his left hand kindly and asks: How do such children learn
Persian?
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dŚĞǇůĞĂƌŶŝƚĨĂƐƚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕ƐĂǇƐŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘^ŚĞĂĚĚƐ͗ŶĚ
this child has learned Turkish too!
zŽƵŬŶŽǁdƵƌŬŝƐŚ͍ƐŬƐƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͘
zĞƐ͕ǁĞĚŽ͘^ŽǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌ/ǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽƐĂǇƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƚŽŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌĂŶĚ/ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ
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ǁĂŶƚƚŚĞŬŝĚƚŽƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ͕/ƐƉŽŬĞdƵƌŬŝƐŚ͕ĂŶĚĂƐǁĞĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇĚŝĚƚŚŝƐ͕ŚĞ
learned it too!
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶĞŵďƌĂĐĞƐůĞŵĂŶĚŬŝƐƐĞƐŚŝŵĂĨĞǁƟŵĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞŐĞƚƐ
up and says:
ـtĞůů͕ǁĞŵƵƐƚŶ͛ƚƚĂŬĞŵŽƌĞŽĨǇŽƵƌƟŵĞ͘KƵƌƉƵƌƉŽƐĞǁĂƐƚŽŵĞĞƚǇŽƵ
in person and express our gratefulness to a martyr family and stress our
ĚĞďƚƚŽŽƵƌǀĂůƵĂďůĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘/ŚŽƉĞŽƵƌŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝůůŚĂǀĞƐŽŵĞ͕ĞǀĞŶĂ
ůŝƩůĞ͕ĞīĞĐƚŝŶůĞƐƐĞŶŝŶŐǇŽƵƌƉĂŝŶƐ͘
DŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/ƚŝƐĚĞĮŶŝƚĞůǇƐŽ͖ƐŚĞƌĞƉĞĂƚƐƚŚŝƐƚŚƌĞĞƟŵĞƐ͘
ZŽďĞƌƚĂŶĚ/͕ŝŶŽƵƌƚƵƌŶ͕ƚŚĂŶŬDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĨŽƌǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƵƐ͘
dŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŐŝǀĞƐƚǁŽŐŝŌƐƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗These are only tokens to
ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŽƵƌŵĞĞƟŶŐŽŶƚŚĞŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘
DŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗zŽƵƌĐŽŵŝŶŐŚĞƌĞŝƐŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞǀĂůƵĂďůĞƚŚĂŶĂŶǇŐŝŌƐ͖ǇŽƵŚĂǀĞ
already illuminated our humble house.
Mr. Khamenei thanks mother smiling and says: Farewell, may God always protect you in life.
Now the President is gone and I don’t know why I remember a line of poetry that
ZŝĐŚĂƌĚŽŌĞŶƐĂŶŐůŽƵĚ͗
Life is so nice and sweet,
zŽƵŵĂǇŐŝǀĞƵƉǇŽƵƌůŝĨĞĨŽƌŝƚ͊

Fourteen
dŚĞƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶǁĂƌŵƐƵƉƚŚĞĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The Family of MartyrzŽƌĂ^ĂƌĚĂƌŝĂŶ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1995ͬ1ͬ2

The Photo of

Martyr Yora Sardarian
Martyred in Haaj-Omran, Kurdistan
Martyred on 1986ͬ8ͬ30

ƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌǁƌŝƚĞĂďŽƵƚŚŝŵ͘
Vartan:
When a comrade of my martyred brother came to see us, he was most surprised
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞǁĞǁĞƌĞŶŽƚŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĂƚĂůů͖ƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞŶŽďůĂĐŬŇĂŐƐŽŶƚŚĞǁĂůůƐŽĨ
ŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘,ĞŬŶŽĐŬĞĚĂƚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗/ƐsĂƌƚĂŶĂƚŚŽŵĞ͘ŵŽŶŐƵƐ͕ƚŚĞ
seven brothers, I am not the eldest but people know me as the most outspoken
ĂŶĚƚŚĞŵŽƐƚƐǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐŽĨƚŚĞŵ͊/ǁĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞͲĚŽŽƌĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽŽĚ
tŝůůŝĂŵ͕zŽƌĂ͛ƐǀĞƌǇĐůŽƐĞĨƌŝĞŶĚ͘/ĞŵďƌĂĐĞĚŚŝŵĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗/͛ŵǀĞƌǇŐůĂĚƚŽƐĞĞ
you alive!
He wondered whether to counter me with a Joke or tell me what he had come to
ƚĞůůŵĞ͘tĞůů͕ĂŌĞƌƐŽŵĞŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐǁŽƌĚƐĂŶĚƵŶƌĞůĂƚĞĚŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕ŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗dŽ
ƚĞůůǇŽƵƚŚĞƚƌƵƚŚ͕/ƚŚŝŶŬzŽƌĂǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂďŽƵƚƚǁŽǁĞĞŬƐĂŐŽ͊/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁ
why you have not yet been informed. Perhaps there was not a number-plate
ĂƌŽƵŶĚŚŝƐŶĞĐŬĂŶĚŚŝƐŝĚĞŶƟƚǇŚĂƐŶŽƚǇĞƚďĞĞŶĐĞƌƟĮĞĚ͘/ĨǇŽƵŐŽƚŽƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚͲ
ǌŽŶĞŚĞǁĂƐĮŐŚƟŶŐŝŶ͕ǇŽƵŵĂǇŬŶŽǁƚŚĞĨĂĐƚƐ͘
dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞŶŝŶĞŽĨƵƐ͕ƐĞǀĞŶďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂŶĚƚǁŽƐŝƐƚĞƌƐĂŶĚzŽƌĂǁĂƐƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐest. The eldest brother was Shahin and I was next in age. So I told Shahin about
this and he advised that we should not tell father anything about this and that
we together with Vohen and Serzhik, my younger brothers, travel to the bat-
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ƚůĞͲǌŽŶĞĂŶĚĮŶĚŽƵƚ͘&ĂƚŚĞƌůŝŬĞĚzŽƌĂ͕ƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƐƚ͕ǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚĂŶĚŚĞƵƐĞĚ
to say that God had granted this youngest son to him so that he could be like
ŚŝƐǁĂůŬŝŶŐͲƐƟĐŬŝŶŽůĚĂŐĞĂŶĚƚĂŬĞĐĂƌĞŽĨŚŝŵ͘zŽƌĂŚŝŵƐĞůĨǁĂƐĂůƐŽƚŚĞŵŽƐƚ
ŚĂŶĚƐŽŵĞĂŶĚƚŚĞŬŝŶĚĞƐƚĂŵŽŶŐƵƐ͖ŚĞŚĂĚƚŚĞŚŝŐŚĞƐƚƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĨŽƌŽƵƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ
too. So we didn’t inform father and set out.
ůůƚŚĞƟŵĞŽŶƚŚĞǁĂǇǁĞǁŽƌƌŝĞĚůĞƐƚŚŝƐďŽĚǇďĞĂůƌĞĂĚǇďƵƌŝĞĚ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞŶ
ǁĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƚĂŬĞŚŝƐďŽĚǇƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶ͖ŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ10 days before and this
ǁĂƐƋƵŝƚĞƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘
ƵƚǁŚĞŶǁĞƌĞĂĐŚĞĚ,ĂĂũͲKŵƌĂŶ͕ǁĞƐĂǁŚŝƐďŽĚǇƐƟůůĚĞƉŽƐŝƚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƌŐƵĞ͘
His friends and comrades said that he never stopped working and that he didn’t
ŬŶŽǁƟƌĞĚŶĞƐƐ͘/ŶĚĞĞĚǁŚĞŶ/ůŽŽŬĞĚĂƚŚŝƐĚĞĂĚďŽĚǇ͕ŚŝƐĨĂĐĞƐŚŽǁĞĚƚŚĂƚ
ŽŶůǇŶŽǁŚĞǁĂƐƌĞƐƟŶŐ͘
tĞŽǁĞƚŚĞĮŶĚŝŶŐŽĨŚŝƐďŽĚǇƚŽ/ŵĂŵ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚǁŽĚĂǇƐĂŌĞƌŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĐĞƌĞŵŽŶŝĞƐŽŶdĂƐƵĂĂŶĚƐŚƵƌĂ;/ŵĂŵ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ͛Ɛ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇͿĂŶĚƐŽƚŚĞǇŚĂĚŶŽƚďƵƌŝĞĚŚŝŵ͖ǁĞƚŚĂŶŬĞĚ/ŵĂŵ,ƵƐsein again.
zŽƌĂǁĂƐĂŵĂƐƚĞƌĞǆƉĞƌƚŝŶƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐĚǇŶĂŵŽƐ͕ĂŶĚŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŽƌƐ͖ŚĞĐŽƵůĚƌĞƉĂŝƌ
ĂŶĚŵĂŬĞĨƵŶĐƟŽŶĂůĂůůƐŽƌƚƐŽĨĚǇŶĂŵŽƐ͕ĐŽŽůĞƌƐ͕ĐĂƌƐ͕ĞƚĐ͘ǁŚĞŶŚŝƐĚĂŝůǇĚƵƟĞƐǁĞƌĞŽǀĞƌ͕ŚĞǁŽƵůĚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŚŝƐǁŽƌŬƚŽƌĞƉĂŝƌŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇĐĂƌƐ͘
Vartuhi:
Ɛ/ǁĂƐďŽƌŶĂĨƚĞƌsĂƌƚĂŶ͕ŵǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐŶĂŵĞĚŵĞsĂƌƚƵŚŝǁŚŝĐŚŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
is the female form of Vartan. My parents did agricultural work in Shazand,
ƌĂŬ ƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͖ ƚŚĞǇ ĐĂŵĞ ƚŽ dĞŚƌĂŶ ŽŶůǇ ŝŶ ǁŝŶƚĞƌƐ͘ ^Ž͕ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĂďƐĞŶĐĞ /
played the roles of both the elder sister and mother. I used to take care of
Śŝŵ͕ƐĞŶĚŚŝŵƚŽƐĐŚŽŽůĂŶĚƐĂǁƚŽŚŝƐŶĞĞĚƐ͘zŽƌĂƉŽƐƐĞƐƐĞĚƚǁŽĐŽŶƐƉŝĐƵŽƵƐƋƵĂůŝƚŝĞƐ͖ŚĞǁĂƐďŽƚŚĂƌĞĂůůǇŚĂŶĚƐŽŵĞǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶĂŶĚĂǀĞƌǇƋƵŝĞƚ͕
shy person.
tŚĞŶŚĞũŽŝŶĞĚƚŚĞĂƌŵǇĂŶĚǁĂƐƐĞŶƚƚŽďĂƩůĞͲĨƌŽŶƚƐ͕ŚĞƐĞŶƚŵĞůĞƩĞƌƐŝŶ
ƐŚŽƌƚŝŶƚĞƌǀĂůƐ͖ŚĞĚŝĚŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚŵĞƚŽŵŝƐƐŚŝŵƚŽŽŵƵĐŚ͘ŶĚǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌŚĞĐĂŵĞ
back to us on leave, he would describe what he had done and how once he had
ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞĚĂĨĞǁ/ƌĂƋŝƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐĂůŽŶĞ͊
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He always did his own work and never let me wash his clothes or iron them. The
ǀĞƌǇůĂƐƚƟŵĞŚĞǁĞŶƚďĂĐŬ͕/ƐĞŶƚĂƐĂĐŬĨƵůůŽĨĐůŽƚŚĞƐĂŶĚƚŚŝŶŐƐ͕ďƵƚĂŌĞƌŚŝƐ
martyrdom, when his sack was brought to us, I found out that he hadn’t had the
ƟŵĞƚŽĞǀĞŶƉƵůůƚŚĞƐĂĐŬ͛ƐǌŝƉŽƉĞŶ͖ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐǁĂƐƵŶƚŽƵĐŚĞĚ͊
dŚĞŶŝŐŚƚďĞĨŽƌĞŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕/ĚƌĞĂŵĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŽŶĂŚŝůů͖ƚŚĞƌĞ
ǁĂƐĂďŝŐĐƵƌƚĂŝŶƚŚĞƌĞ͖ŚĞƉƵůůĞĚƚŚĞĐƵƌƚĂŝŶĂĐƌŽƐƐĂŶĚ/ĐŽƵůĚƐĞĞƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌ
ƐŝĚĞǁŚĞƌĞƐŽŵĞƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐǁĞƌĞƐŵŝůŝŶŐĂŶĚŚĂǀŝŶŐĂŐŽŽĚƟŵĞ͘/ĂƐŬĞĚzŽƌĂ͗ǁŚŽ
ĂƌĞƚŚĞǇ͍ŶĚŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĚ͗ƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌƐŝĚĞŝƐƚŚĞƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͖/ĂůƐŽ
wish to join them!
ZĂĮŬ͗
&ƌŽŵĂŵŽŶŐƐĞǀĞŶďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĨŽƵƌĮŶŝƐŚĞĚƚŚĞŝƌŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞĂŶĚĐĂŵĞďĂĐŬ
ŚŽŵĞƐĂĨĞĂŶĚƐŽƵŶĚ͖ŽŶůǇzŽƌĂ͕ƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƐƚďƌŽƚŚĞƌŶĞǀĞƌƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚ͘
The Visit
ŝŐŚƚǇĞĂƌƐŚĂĚƉĂƐƐĞĚƐŝŶĐĞzŽƌĂ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵǁŚĞŶŽŶĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐǁĞǁĞƌĞŚŽƐƚƐ
to a great personality. It was Christmas Eve. We were told that some people
ǁŽƵůĚǀŝƐŝƚƵƐƚŽƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚzŽƌĂ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘dŚĂƚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐƚŚƌĞĞŽĨŵǇďƌŽƚŚ-
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ers, my parents and I were at home. The guests arrived but they were mostly
ƐŝůĞŶƚĂŶĚĚŝĚŶŽƚĂƐŬĂŶǇƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘ƵƚƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇǁĞǁĞƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚƚŚĂƚŝŶĂ
ĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕
comes to meet us!
My parents were astonished and although the room was clean and in order,
ŵŽƚŚĞƌƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĐůĞĂŶŝŶŐĂŶĚǁŝƉŝŶŐƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘DǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐƟůůĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚ͘/Ĩ
I was not an eye-witness that evening, I wouldn’t have believed it either, but it
was he in person who stepped in our house.
/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ĂŌĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͛ĂŶĚĞŶƋƵŝƌŝŶŐĂŌĞƌŽƵƌŚĞĂůƚŚ͕
asked us to show him a photo of our martyred brother. So father got up and handed
ŚŝŵĂĨƌĂŵĞĚƉŚŽƚŽŽĨzŽƌĂ͘,ĞƐƚƵĚŝĞĚƚŚĞƉŚŽƚŽĨŽƌĂǁŚŝůĞĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚƵƐĂďŽƵƚ
ƚŚĞĚĂƚĞĂŶĚƉůĂĐĞŽĨzŽƌĂ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚƵƐĂůůƚŽĂĐĐĞƉƚŚŝƐĐŽŶĚŽůĞŶĐĞƐ͗

ـDĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŐƌĂŶƚŚŽƉĞƐƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͕ƚŽǇŽƵƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕ƚŽǇŽƵďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ
ĂŶĚ Ăůů ǇŽƵƌ ƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ŵĂǇ ,Ğ ďƌŝŶŐ ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ ŝŶ ǇŽƵƌ ŚĞĂƌƚƐ͘ ƚŚŝƐ
young man, who went to war in the path of God, for his people and for
his country, who fought bravely and was killed, was a great person and
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ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚĂŐƌĞĂƚũŽď͖ƚŚŝƐŝƐĐĂůůĞĚŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘ĞƉĂƌƟŶŐĨƌŽŵƚŚŝƐǁŽƌůĚ
in this way is most valuable. He is a source of pride for the parents who
ďƌŽƵŐŚƚŚŝŵƵƉĂŶĚƚŚĞŶůĞƚŚŝŵƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞŚŝŵƐĞůĨĨŽƌŚŝƐƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘/Ĩ
ǁĞĚŝĚŶŽƚŚĂǀĞƐƵĐŚĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐ͕ƐĞůŇĞƐƐǇŽƵƚŚĂŶĚĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐǇŽƵƌƐ͕
the independence of our country would not have been guaranteed and the
/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŶĂƟŽŶǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞŬŶŽǁŶĂƐĂŐƌĞĂƚ͕ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘
If today our country is known for its integrity and independence, if our
people can hold their heads high throughout the world, we owe them to
these young men.
dŚĞƐĞĂƌĞŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽǁĞŶƚƚŽĨƌŽŶƚƐƚŽĮŐŚƚďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇ
felt that their country was in danger. Of course, as you know, there are
ĂůƐŽ ƐŽŵĞ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ǁŚŽ͕ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞƌĞ ŝƐ ŶŽ ƌŝƐŬƐ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂƌĞ ƉƌŽĮƚƐ ƚŽ
ŐĂŝŶ͕ƚŚĞǇƐĂǇƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĂƌĞƌĞĂĚǇĨŽƌĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ͖ŝŶĐŽŵĨŽƌƚƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞƌĞĂĚǇ͊
ƵƚǁŚĞŶƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĚĂŶŐĞƌƐĂŶĚƌŝƐŬƐƚŽůŝĨĞ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŽŶůǇƐĞůŇĞƐƐ͕ŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ
ƉĞŽƉůĞůŝŬĞǇŽƵƌƐŽŶǁŚŽĚĞĨĞŶĚƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĂƟŽŶ͘tĞůů͕/ƉƌĂǇ
to God to grant you His proper rewards, make you happy and illuminate
your hearts.
/ƐƟůůƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚŝŶƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐƉŽŬĞƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞůǇǁŝƚŚĞĂĐŚ
ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƵƐ ĂƐŬŝŶŐ ŽƵƌ ŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶƐ͕ ŽƵƌ ƐƚĂƚƵƐ ŽĨ ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ͕ ŽƵƌ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ ŽƵƌ
ĐŚƵƌĐŚͲŐŽŝŶŐĂŶĚƚŚĞůŝŬĞ͘dŚĞŵŽƐƚŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐƚŚŝŶŐƚŽŵĞǁĂƐŚŽǁƉĂƟĞŶƚůǇ
ĂŶĚŵĞƟĐƵůŽƵƐůǇŚĞůŝƐƚĞŶĞĚƚŽŽƵƌĂŶƐǁĞƌƐĂŶĚŚŽǁǁĂƌŵůǇŚĞĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĞĚ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵ͘KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞŚĞƚĂůŬĞĚƚŽŵǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĞĂĐŚŽŶĞŽĨƵƐ͘ƐĂŶ
example, he asked father:ǁĞůů͕ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐǇŽƵƌŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ͕ĚĞĂƌĨĂƚŚĞƌ͍
ـtĞƵƐĞĚƚŽĚŽĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂůǁŽƌŬĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƚŚĂƚ/ǁŽƌŬĞĚŝŶĂĨĂĐƚŽƌǇĨŽƌĂ
few years, replied father.
 ـWhere do you come from?
ـtĞĂƌĞƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŽĨƌĂŬƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͘
ـƌĞƚŚĞƌĞŵĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶƌĂŬ͍
 ـWell, I think there are 100 or 150ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐƚŚĞƌĞ͘
 ـWhere are they in that province?
 ـMostly in Shazand, because there are many factories there, oil, petrochemicals and related plants.
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ـ/ƐǇŽƵƌůĂĚǇͲǁŝĨĞĂůƐŽĨƌŽŵƌĂŬ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ǁĞĂůůĐŽŵĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƌĞ͘
Then the Leader says: dŚĂƚ͛ƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ͘/ŬŶĞǁƚŚĂƚǁĞŚĂǀĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŝŶ/ƐĨĂŚĂŶ͕hƌƵŵŝĂ͕dĂďƌŝǌĂŶĚdĞŚƌĂŶďƵƚ/ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶ
ƌĂŬƚŽŽ͘tĞůů͕/ŚŽƉĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ǁŚĞƌĞǀĞƌƚŚĞǇůŝǀĞŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͕
will be happy and prosperous.
I also remember a sweet joke the Leader said. But I must explain it:
Before Mr. Khamenei’s arriving, I had poured cups of tea for the Leader’s companions and for all of us but when Mr. Khamenei arrived, we forgot to bring tea
ĨŽƌŚŝŵďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨƚŚĞĞǆŝƚĞĚĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞ͘EŽǁŝŶƚŚĞŵŝĚĚůĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐ
ǁŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁĂƐƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌǁŚŽŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŶŽ
cup of tea in front of the Leader did slowly push his own cup of tea towards Mr.
<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͘tŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĮŶŝƐŚĞĚŚŝƐĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŚĞůŽŽŬĞĚĂƚ
the cup of tea in front of him and said humorously: ĮƌƐƚůǇƚŚŝƐƚĞĂŚĂƐŐŽŶĞĐŽůĚ͕
secondly it’s not my cup of tea, whoever it belongs to must drink it and thirdly
this is a large cup, if you don’t mind bring me a cup half as much!
ůƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚƵƐǁĂƐƐŽǁĂƌŵ͕ŝŶƟŵĂƚĞĂŶĚŬŝŶĚƚŚĂƚ
ǁĞĂůůĨĞůƚǁĞǁĞƌĞƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽĂŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨŽƵƌŽǁŶĨĂŵŝůǇ͖ŚĞƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŽŚĂǀĞ
come to his own sister’s house.
ŶŽƚŚĞƌƐƵďũĞĐƚŽĨĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚƵƐǁĂƐĂĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶŽĨ
ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐŝŶ/ƌĂŶĂŌĞƌƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂŶĚŽƵƌŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶƚŚĞŵ͘ƚŽŶĞƉŽŝŶƚDƌ͘
Khamenei talked about priests and preachers and commented: Well, if a priest
ŬŶŽǁƐǁŚĂƚƚŽƐĂǇ͕ƚŚĞǇŽƵƚŚǁŝůůďĞĂƩƌĂĐƚĞĚĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚŐŽƚŽĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐŵŽƌĞ
ŽŌĞŶ͕ďƵƚŝĨŚĞƌĞƉĞĂƚƐƐŽŵĞŽůĚƐƚƵīŽƌŵĂƩĞƌƐƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĐŽƵůĚŚĂƌĚůǇƵŶĚĞƌstand, then he cannot absorb the youth.
ƚƚŚŝƐƉŽŝŶƚ/ƐĂŝĚ͗&ŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕ƚŚĞĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞŝŶ
ŽƵƌĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐŚĂƐĚƌĂŵĂƟĐĂůůǇĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ͖ƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐĂƩĞŶĚĂŶĐĞŚĂƐŝŶcreased and it’s daily increasing.
The Leader then said:
ـdŚŝƐŝƐĂŐƌĞĂƚĂƐƉĞĐƚŽĨĂƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͘ůƚŚŽƵŐŚŝƚŝƐĂŶ/ƐůĂŵŝĐ
ZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕ŝƚŚĂƐĂīĞĐƚĞĚĂůůƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐďĞůŝĞĨƐĂŶĚĨĂŝƚŚƐ͘dŚŝƐŝƐĂŐůŽďĂů
ƉŚĞŶŽŵĞŶŽŶ͕ŶŽƚŽŶůǇŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͘dŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶďƌŽƵŐŚƚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ
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importance of religion and so you see now that there is a new outlook toǁĂƌĚƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ͘ƐǇŽƵŵĂǇƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ/ǁĂƐĂŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨŽƵƌZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂƌǇ
Council in the years 1979 and 1980. Then we heard news about the solŝĚĂƌŝƚǇŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚŝŶWŽůĂŶĚǁŚŽƐĞŵŽƩŽƐǁĞƌĞŝŶƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŽĨƚŚĞWŽůŝƐŚ
church. This happened in a country where the Communist governments
ŚĂĚĨŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĞĐŚƵƌĐŚĂŶĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐĨŽƌƐŽŵĞ40 years but the
ŶĞǁŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶǁŚŽǁĂƐďƌŽƵŐŚƚƵƉƵŶĚĞƌŽŵŵƵŶŝƐŵ͕ƚŚŝƐŶĞǁ͕ǇŽƵŶŐ
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ĐŚƵƌĐŚ ŚĞĂƌƟůǇ͘ ƚ ƚŚĞ ZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂƌǇ ŽƵŶĐŝů
ƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĂŶĂůǇƐĞƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐWŽůŝƐŚŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͘/ǁĂƐŽĨƚŚĞ
ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶ ƚŚĂƚ ŽƵƌ ZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ ŚĂĚ ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁ ůĞŌ ŝƚƐ ŵĂƌŬƐ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ WŽůŝƐŚ
ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͕ŝŶŽƚŚĞƌǁŽƌĚƐ͕ŽƵƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚǁŚŝĐŚĂƩƌĂĐƚĞĚĂƚƚĞŶƟŽŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ ŽĨ Ă ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ ƐƚĂƚĞ ŚĂĚ ƚŚĂƚ ĞīĞĐƚ͘ tŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ
ƐĂŝĚĂďŽƵƚŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨǇŽƵƚŚĂƩĞŶĚŝŶŐĐŚƵƌĐŚĐĞƌĞŵŽŶŝĞƐŵƵƐƚ
be true. Of course there are all sorts of entertainments for the young people but going to church helps them spiritually.
When the Leader rose to say good-bye, we found out how warm and sweet his
ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞǁĂƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŶŽŶĞŽĨƵƐŚĂĚŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĞƉĂƐƐĂŐĞŽĨƟŵĞ͘
We all thanked him a lot for his visit and father thanked him more than others:
zŽƵĐĂŵĞƚŽŽƵƌŚƵŵďůĞŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚŝůůƵŵŝŶĂƚĞĚŝƚ͘DĂǇ'ŽĚŬĞĞƉǇŽƵŝŶŐŽŽĚ
ŚĞĂůƚŚĨŽƌ/ƌĂŶ͕ĨŽƌĂůůŽĨƵƐ͕ǁĞŚŽƉĞǁĞƐŚĂůůĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽůŝǀĞƵŶĚĞƌǇŽƵƌƉůĞĂƐant shadow and may God grant you a long, long life.
/ŚĂĚŶĞǀĞƌŚĞĂƌĚĨĂƚŚĞƌƐƉĞĂŬƐŽƐǁĞĞƚůǇĂŶĚŇƵĞŶƚůǇ͊
Finally Mr. Khamenei said: KƵƌƉƵƌƉŽƐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐǁĂƐƚŽĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞǇŽƵ
on the occasion of Christmas, to congratulate you, your wife and the whole family as well as paying respect to the high status of martyrs including your young
ƐŽŶǁŚŽĐŚŽƐĞƚŽĮŐŚƚĨŽƌŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͖ŝŶŽŶĞǁŽƌĚ͕ǁĞĐŽŵĞ
here to honour him.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ďĞĨŽƌĞĚĞƉĂƌƟŶŐ͕ŐĂǀĞĂƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐŐŝŌƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗this is just
a keep-sake for you, madam, may God bless you and good-bye.

Chapter 6
The year 1987

&ŝŌĞĞŶ
Armenian Christmas Night
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The families of MartyrssŝŐĞŶ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶ͕
,ĞƌĂŶĚǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͕ŶĚ,ĞƌĂŶĚ,ĂŬŽƉŝĂŶ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1993ͬ1ͬ5

The Photo of

MartyrsŝŐĞŶ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶ
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂƚĞŚůŽƌĂŶ͕/ůĂŵ
Martyred on 1987ͬ3ͬ26

The Photo of

Martyr Herand Avanesian
Martyred at Kermanshah
Martyred on 1988ͬ7ͬ12

The Photo of

Martyr Herand Hakopian
Martyred at Fakkeh, Khusistan
Martyred on Summer of 1988

/ŚĂĚŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶǀŝƐŝƚĞĚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
martyrs on Thursday evenings but this one happened on a Tuesday evening. I
ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝƚďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĂƚdƵĞƐĚĂǇŚĂĚŶŽƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞŝŶŵǇĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ͘/
also heard that the Leader himself had chosen the date. Later on I found out that
ƚŚŝƐĐŚŽŝĐĞǁĂƐĚƵĞƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞďĞůŝĞĨƐŽĨƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
community, as we celebrate Christmas on the 6ƚŚŽĨ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͖ƚŚĂƚdƵĞƐĚĂǇǁĂƐ
the 5ƚŚŽĨ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ĞǆĂĐƚůǇŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ͘dŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŝŶ
Iran, who are Catholics, celebrate Christmas as the Europeans, that is, the 26th
ŽĨĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͘/ƐŚŽƵůĚĂĚĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞďŝƌƚŚŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŝƐĂůƐŽŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŽDƵƐůŝŵƐ
because they know Jesus Christ as the prophet of love and hope.
Thus this evening, the 5ƚŚŽĨ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇŝƐ͕ĂƐ/ƐĂŝĚ͕ƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͛ƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŚĂƐĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨƚŚƌĞĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶůŝǀĞŝŶĚŝīƌĞŶƚĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ͖ƐŽ/ƚŚŝŶŬŝƚǁĂƐĞĂƐǇĨŽƌƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐKĸĐĞƚŽĮŶĚƚŚƌĞĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐǁŚŽĚŝĚŶŽƚůŝǀĞ
far from one another.
Two or three ordinary cars carry the Leader and his companions without any
ƉŽŵƉŽƌĨŽƌŵĂůŝƟĞƐĨƌŽŵ,ŝƐKĸĐĞƚŽǁĂƌĚƐĂŵĂǀĂŶĚ^ƚƌĞĞƚĂŶĚƵŶƚŽsĂŚŝĚŝǇĞŚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͘
The car carrying the Leader drives through Tehran streets among thousands of
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ŽƚŚĞƌĐĂƌƐĂŶĚŝƚƐƚŽƉƐĂƚĂůůƌĞĚůŝŐŚƚƐ͘dŚĞĮƌƐƚƉůĂĐĞƚŽǀŝƐŝƚŝƐƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌsŝŐĞŶ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶ͘dŚĞĐĂƌƐƚŽƉƐǀĞƌǇĐůŽƐĞƚŽƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞͲĚŽŽƌŽĨƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŐĞƚƐŽƵƚǁŝƚŚŽƵƚĂƩƌĂĐƟŶŐĂŶǇĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͘
***
First of all my brother and I, the elder brothers, came to Tehran. My parents, my
sister and Vigen the youngest brother remained in one village because Vigen
ǁĂƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽĮŶŝƐŚŚŝƐŚŝŐŚͲƐĐŚŽŽůƐƚƵĚŝĞƐĂŶĚůĂƚĞƌƚŚĞǇĂůůĐĂŵĞƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚƐƚĂǇĂǁĂǇĨƌŽŵƵƐ͕ďƵƚ/ƐŚŽƵůĚĐŽŶĨĞƐƐƚŚĂƚŽƵƌƟŵĞŝŶ
the village was the best days in our life.
,ŽǁǁĞ͕ŝŶƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƉůĂĐĞƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚƚŽ<ŚĂŬďĂďǀŝůůĂŐĞĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ^ĞĐŽŶĚtŽƌůĚ
tĂƌ͕ŝƐĂůŽŶŐƐƚŽƌǇ͘<ŚĂŬďĂĚǁĂƐĂƉƌŽƐƉĞƌŽƵƐǀŝůůĂŐĞŶĞĂƌ<ŚŽŵĞŝŶĂŶĚůŝͲ
'ƵĚĂƌǌ͘tĞǁĞƌĞƚŚĞŽŶůǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇůŝǀŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞďƵƚŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌǁĂƐƐŽ
ƌĞǀĞƌĞĚďǇƚŚĞǀŝůůĂŐĞƌƐƚŚĂƚĞǀĞŶŶŽǁ͕ĂŌĞƌƐŽŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐ͕ǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌǁĞŐŽ
ƚŚĞƌĞ͕ĂůůǀŝůůĂŐĞƌƐǁĞůĐŽŵĞƵƐĂŶĚƉƌĂŝƐĞDƌ͘ŐŚŝŬ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘&ĂƚŚĞƌ
ǁĂƐĂďŽŶĞͲƐĞƩĞƌǁŝƚŚƐŽŵĞŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞŽĨŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞĂŶĚŚĞǁĂƐůĂƚĞƌĐŚŽƐĞŶĂƐ
the village-chief. Every day, many people with hands and legs broken or injured
were brought to him from nearly villages and he was so skillful in his work that
people in distant villages also heard about him and in these villages, if someone
ŚĂĚŚŝƐŚĞĂĚŝŶũƵƌĞĚ͕ƉĞŽƉůĞƐĂŝĚ͗ǇŽƵŵƵƐƚƋƵŝĐŬůǇƚĂŬĞŚŝŵƚŽDƌ͘ŐŚŝŬ͕ŽŶůǇ
ŚĞĐĂŶĮǆŝƚ͊
When such people were taken to our house, my mother welcomed them and
brought them sweet and cakes but some of them, when they found out that we
ǁĞƌĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͕ǁŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƚŽƵĐŚĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐďƵƚŵŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐŶŽƚƵƉƐĞƚ͕ƐŚĞǁŽƵůĚ
borrow tea and other things from Muslims and served them!
ƵƚƚŚĞĨĂĐƚƚŚĂƚǁĞǁĞƌĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐĂŶĚƚŚĞǇĂůůǁĞƌĞDƵƐůŝŵƐŶĞǀĞƌĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ
ĂŶǇƉƌŽďůĞŵƐĂƐƚŚĞǇĂůůǁĞƌĞĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĂŶĚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞƚŽǁĂƌĚƐƵƐ͖ƚŚĞŽŶůǇĚŝīĞƌence was that they were mostly Hajjis, Mashhadis or Karbalais (the persons who
have gone on pilgrimage to Mecca, Mashhad or Karbala) and my father was Mr.
ŐŚŝŬ͊&ĂƚŚĞƌŽŌĞŶǁĞŶƚƚŽ<ŚŽŵĞŝŶƚŽŚĞĂůƉĞŽƉůĞĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞŚĞŚĂĚŚĞĂƌĚŚŽǁ
ŐŚĂ^ĂǇǇĞĚDƵƐƚĂĨĂ͕ƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŽĨ/ŵĂŵ<ŚŽŵĞŝŶŝ͕ŚĂĚďĞĞŶŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂƚƚŚĞ
hands of the agents of Reza Shah, the father of the deposed Mohammad Reza
Shah. He had also once met the mother of the Imam and told us what a brave
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ǁŽŵĂŶƐŚĞǁĂƐ͘ůůƚŚŝƐ͕ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ŐŽĞƐďĂĐŬƚŽŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐ
ZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͘
tĞůů͕ĂƐ/ƐĂŝĚ͕ǁĞǁĞƌĞŶŽǁŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ͘tĞǁĞƌĞŝŶƚŚĞŵŝĚĚůĞŽĨƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶͲ/ƌĂƋ
war and Vigen had reached the age for doing his military service. My mother was
ƌĞĂůůǇǁŽƌƌŝĞĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ͖ŚĞǁĂƐƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƐƚĐŚŝůĚĂŶĚǀĞƌǇĚĞĂƌƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘,Ğ
was also a courageous, fearless person and as from the beginning of the war, so
ǀĞƌǇǇŽƵŶŐ͕ŚĞƵƐĞĚƚŽƐĂǇ͗/ŵƵƐƚŐŽĂŶĚĮŐŚƚƚŚŝƐƵŶŵĂŶůǇ͕ĐŽǁĂƌĚĞŶĞŵǇ͊DǇ
ƐŝƐƚĞƌŚŝĚŚŝƐŝĚĞŶƟƚǇĐĂƌĚƐŽŚĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚŐŽƚŽƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĨŽƌƚŚĞŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ͊ƵƚŚĞ
had a copy of the card and registered himself with it. He spent his short training
period in Tehran and in winter he was sent to Sherhani region in Ilam. It was
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞǁŚĞŶŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌƉĂƐƐĞĚĂǁĂǇ͘/ƚǁĂƐĂƌĞĂůŚĂƌĚũŽďƚŽƚĞůůsŝŐĞŶ
about this. He did, however, asked for a short leave and came to Tehran for faƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ͘ůŵŽƐƚĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶ<ŚĂŬĂďĂĚƚŽŽŬƉĂƌƚŝŶĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ
mourning and funeral sessions. When these ceremonies were over, mother told
Vigen: I don’t have the strength to bear another such heart-sore!
ĞƐƉŝƚĞƚŚŝƐ͕ŚĞǁĞŶƚďĂĐŬƚŽŚŝƐǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚ͖ŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗/ĂŵŶĞĞĚĞĚƚŚĞƌĞ͘
Months later, he came to see us again on a short leave. Whenever he was with
us, we would all gather around him and he told us about his work at the warĨƌŽŶƚŝŶŚŝƐŚĂƉƉǇ͕ŚƵŵŽƵƌŽƵƐŵĂŶŶĞƌ͖ŚĞĂůǁĂǇƐďƌŽƵŐŚƚƐŵŝůĞƐŝŶŽƵƌĨĂĐĞƐ͘
Only when he narrated something about the martyrdom of his friends and comƌĂĚĞƐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂůƵŵƉŝŶŚŝƐƚŚƌŽĂƚĂŶĚŚĞǁĞƉƚ͘ŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŽŶƚŚƐ͕ŝƚǁĂƐĂ
year our father had died, and we told him we went to visit his grave but he said
he was too busy and couldn’t come to Tehran.
His 20th birthday was on the 3rd of Iranian month of Farvardin but only four days
ĂŌĞƌƚŚŝƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͘/ǁĂƐƚŽůĚƚŚĂƚŚĞŚĂĚďĞĞŶƐŚŽƚǁŚĞŶŚĞǁĂƐŽŶĂ
ŐƵĂƌĚƐŚŝŌĂŶĚƚŚĂƚ/ƐŚŽƵůĚƚƌĂǀĞůƚŽƚŚĞĂƌĞĂ͘/ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚŝƐ͕ƐŽ/ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚƚĞůů
anybody about it. When I got there and saw him lying in the morgue, he didn’t
ůŽŽŬůŝŬĞĂĚĞĂĚƉĞƌƐŽŶ͖ŚĞǁĂƐůŝŬĞĂƉĞƌƐŽŶŝŶĂĐĂůŵƐůĞĞƉ͖ŽŶůǇŚĞĚŝĚŶ͛ƚĂŶƐǁĞƌŵĞǁŚĞŶ/ĐĂůůĞĚŚŝƐŶĂŵĞƐĞǀĞƌĂůƟŵĞƐ͊
The martyrdom of Vigen following the death of father broke my mother down.
When the news reached Khakabad, all Muslim residents wailed and wept so
much as if they had lost a brother and now if you travel to Khakabad, you will
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ƐĞĞĂůĂƌŐĞďŽĂƌĚǁŝƚŚĂƉŚŽƚŽŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌsŝŐĞŶ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶĂƚƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞŽĨƚŚĞ
ǀŝůůĂŐĞǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚĂŶĚƐĞƚƵƉďǇƚŚĞǀŝůůĂŐĞƌƐƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ͘ŶǇǁĂǇƚŚŽƐĞ
ĚĂǇƐĂŌĞƌsŝŐĞŶ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵǁĞƌĞƌĞĂůůǇƚŽƵŐŚĚĂǇƐĨŽƌĂůůŽĨƵƐ͘

ŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚďƌŽƚŚĞƌŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌsŝŐĞŶ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶ͕ŶƚƌĂŶĐĞŽĨ<ŚĂŬĂďĂĚǀŝůůĂŐĞ

The Visit
Some 5ǇĞĂƌƐŚĂǀĞŶŽǁƉĂƐƐĞĚƐŝŶĐĞsŝŐĞŶ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵďƵƚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐƐƟůůďĞŐƌŝĞǀĞĚ͖ǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌƐŚĞƐĞĞƐĂƐŽůĚŝĞƌŝŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚ͕ƐŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗DĂǇ'ŽĚƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŚŝŵ
ĨŽƌŚŝƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐƐĂŬĞ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƚĞĂƌƐĐŽŵĞŝŶƚŽŚĞƌĞǇĞƐ͘ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĞǇĞĂƌƐŽŶůǇ
the birth of two grand-children has made her happy and brought her back to life.
Now it is Christmas Eve and we all have come to mother’s house on the occaƐŝŽŶ͖ŽƵƌŵĂƚĞƌŶĂůƵŶĐůĞŝƐƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽĐŽŵĞƐŽŽŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞǁĞĂƌĞŐŽŝŶŐƚŽŚĂǀĞ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƐƵƉƉĞƌĂƚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞ͘^ŽŵĞƉĞŽƉůĞƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĚƵƐĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗Ŷ
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚŽĸĐŝĂůŝƐŐŽŝŶŐƚŽǀŝƐŝƚǇŽƵƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘tĞƚŽůĚƚŚĞŵǁĞŚĂǀĞŵĂŶǇ
guests tonight, but they said it would only be for a few minutes. It’s early in the
evening when some people come to our house and say: in a few minutes the
Leader will come here to meet you!
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I ask: Who’s coming here?
ŶĚƚŚĞǇĂŶƐǁĞƌ͗Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͊
 ـHere, in our humble house?
ـzĞƐ͕ŝŶǇŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘
 ـWhy didn’t you tell us beforehand so we could prepare things and invite
a few more guests?
dŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌǁĂƐ͖ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŚŝŵƐĞůĨǁĂŶƚĞĚƵƐŶŽƚƚŽůĞƚǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ƐŽǇŽƵǁŽŶ͛ƚďĞ
in some trouble, anyway, let’s stop talking, he’ll be at your house in a few moments!
I and uncle, walk to the entrance-door to welcome the Leader. He steps in with
a few companions and it’s so good that our uncle was here because he is a cultured, intellectual person and very good at mixing with all sorts of people.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŝƚƐĂƚƚŚĞƚĂďůĞŝŶŽƵƌƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶƌŽŽŵĂŶĚǁĞ͕ƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌ
and brother, the uncle and our son-in-law sit down around the same table. The
>ĞĂĚĞƌĮƌƐƚĂƐŬƐŵŽƚŚĞƌŚŽǁƐŚĞŝƐ͘tĞĂůůŝŶ<ŚĂŬĂďĂĚƐƉĞĂŬWĞƌƐŝĂŶĂŶĚŚĂǀĞ
ŶŽƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂĐĐĞŶƚŝŶŽƵƌƐƉĞĞĐŚ͘/ŶĨĂĐƚŵŽƚŚĞƌƐƉĞĂŬƐƚŚĞWĞƌƐŝĂŶĚŝĂůĞĐƚŽĨ
our village region.
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ŶǇǁĂǇ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ͗ ĮŶĞ͕ / ŚŽƉĞ ǇŽƵ ǁŝůů ďĞ ŝŶ ŐŽŽĚ ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘ dŚĞ ĨƌĂŵĞĚ
ƉŚŽƚŽŽĨsŝŐĞŶŝƐŽŶƚŚĞƚĂďůĞ͖ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƉŝĐŬƐŝƚƵƉĂŶĚůŽŽŬƐĂƚŝƚĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗this
must be the photo of your martyr.
zĞƐ͕/ƐĂǇ͘
 ـWhere is your father?
 ـOur father has passed away.
ـŶĚƚŚŝƐůĂĚǇŝƐƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘
 ـThat’s right.
 ـTell me when was he martyred and where?
DŽƚŚĞƌŝƐĂůŝƩůĞŚĂƌĚŽĨŚĞĂƌŝŶŐďƵƚƐŚĞĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇƉƌĂǇƐĨŽƌƚŚĞŚĞĂůƚŚŽĨƚŚĞ
Leader.
I explain that Vigen was a soldier, how he joined the military, which places he
ƐĞƌǀĞĚŝŶĂŶĚŚŽǁŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂƚĞŚůŽƌĂŶ͘
Then the Leader says: May God bless you with proper rewards and I congratulate
you on the holy occasion of Christmas.
While the Leader speaks, one of his companions who’s taking photos, asks me: Is
ǇŽƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌƌĞĂůůǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͍͊,ĞƐƟůůĐĂŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚƚŚĂƚŵŽƚŚĞƌƐƉĞĂŬƐĂůŽĐĂů
ĚŝĂůĞĐƚŽĨWĞƌƐŝĂŶƐŽŇƵĞŶƚůǇ͘,ĞĂĚĚƐ͗&ŽƌŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐǁĞ͛ǀĞĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚƚŚĞ
>ĞĂĚĞƌŝŶŚŝƐǀŝƐŝƚƐŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐĂŶĚǁĞŶĞǀĞƌŶŽƟĐĞĚĂŶǇďŽĚǇƚĂůŬŝŶŐ
like that. I ask him: well, is it bad? No, he says, it’s excellent.
dŚĞĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐŚĂƐďĞĐŽŵĞƐŽŝŶƟŵĂƚĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ
simple manners and the Leader’s friendliness and humbleness. Before his comŝŶŐƚŽŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͕/ǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇĂŶǆŝŽƵƐďƵƚ/ĨĞĞůŐŽŽĚƐŝƫŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽƚŚĞŚŝŐŚĞƐƚ
ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇŝŶŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŽƵƐƉŽůŝƟĐĂůĂŶĚƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůĮŐƵƌĞƐŝŶ
the world. I’m not so at ease even with our own priests and bishops.
The Leader went on: This young man of yours, who defended his home, his paƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶŚŝƐƉƌŝŵĞŽĨǇŽƵƚŚ͕ŝƐĂŐƌĞĂƚƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨƉƌŝĚĞ
ĂŶĚ ŚŽŶŽƵƌ ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵ͕ ĨŽƌ Ăůů ǇŽƵƌ ĨĂŵŝůǇ ĂŶĚ ĨŽƌ Ăůů ŽĨ ƵƐ ŝŶ ƚŚŝƐ ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͖ ƐƵĐŚ
young people are truly great and we should all be proud of them.
What he says touches us all and I feel that the face and features of Vigen are
ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞďĞƩĞƌĂůůƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘
,ĞĂƐŬƐĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌĞǆĂĐƚƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĂŶĚǁŚĞŶ/ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞŽƵƌ
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maternal uncle, he tells the Leader: I don’t really know how to thank you for
ĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͖ǇŽƵƌƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŚĞƌĞŚĂƐƌĞĂůůǇŵĂĚĞƵƐŚĂƉƉǇ͘
The Leader says: tĞůů͕ŝƚ͛ƐƌĞĂůůǇŽƵƌŵŽƌĂůĚƵƚǇƚŽĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŽƵƌŐƌĂƟƚƵĚĞƚŽƚŚĞƐĞ
ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐǁŚŽƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĚƚŚĞŝƌĚĞĂƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘/ĂůǁĂǇƐƚĂŬĞĂĚǀĂŶƚĂŐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶƚŽƉĂǇĂǀŝƐŝƚƚŽƐŽŵĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ
families to congratulate them on this occasion and to console them in the absence of their martyrs.
My mother thanks the Leader again and adds: I don’t know what to say, my
ƚŽŶŐƵĞŝƐƟĞĚ͊
hŶĐůĞƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞĂŶĚǁĞŚĂǀĞŐƵĞƐƚƐ͘ĐƚƵĂůůǇ/ǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽ
go out and buy things for dinner, but your companions asked us to stay and we
did, out of respect, but we didn’t know who the guest was. So your surprise visit
is a great pleasure for all of us.
The Leader thanks him and says: tĞĚŽŶŽƚŝŶƚĞŶĚƚŽƚĂŬĞŵƵĐŚŽĨǇŽƵƌƟŵĞĂƚǇŽƵƌ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞĂŶĚ/͛ŵƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽǀŝƐŝƚĂĨĞǁŵŽƌĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘
tĞĂůůǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŚŝƐƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚŵĞĞƟŶŐƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĂŶĚǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚĐĂƌĞĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ
ĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌŽǁŶŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶĂŶĚ/ƐĂǇĂĨĞǁǁŽƌĚƐƚŽĐŽŶǀĞǇƚŚŝƐ͘
Mr. Khamenei then says: May God bless your Christmas and I hope you’ll be hapƉǇĨƌŽŵŶŽǁŽŶ͖ŵĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇďƌŝŶŐŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐŝŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚƐ͘
DŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/ŚŽƉĞĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞǁŝůůďĞŚĂƉƉǇ͖/ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵǀĞƌǇ ŵƵĐŚĨŽƌǇŽƵƌ
kindness. Then she sighs and says in her dialectal Persian: Of course a martyr’s
mum’ll never be cheered.
The Leader says: Well, I understand you, but God could favour you with His rewards because all these worldly pains and tragedies are not hidden in the sight
of God.
Mother says: May God always protect you, you’re right, it was my fate.
Mr. Khamenei then says: May God keep these young men for you. Because of the
war, we have families in this country who lost two, three or even four sons in the
ƉĂƚŚŽĨ'ŽĚ͖ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŵĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞŵ͘
It’s true, I say, we have a neighbor whose two sons were martyred: Sayyed
Mohsen Husseini and Qaasem Husseini. My mother is friends with Mrs. Husseini
and she has really helped my mother spiritually.
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Mother now serves tea together with cakes and Mr. Khamenei has his tea with a
small lump of sugar. Then he asks our uncle about his job and he says: we have
ĂƐŵĂůů͕ŵĞƚĂůǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ͖ƚŚĞƌĞ/ǁŽƌŬƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŵǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲ
ůĂǁ͕ĂŶĚŚĞĂĚĚƐ͗/ŚĂǀĞĂůƐŽǁŽƌŬĞĚŝŶƐŽŵĞĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂůŝŶƐƟƚƵƚĞƐ͘
Mr. Khamenei, who is drinking his tea, asks: ŽǇŽƵĂůǁĂǇƐĨĂůĂǀŽƵƌǇŽƵƌƚĞĂ
with cinnamon?

I think to myself: Perhaps he doesn’t like it, but he adds: No, I don’t dislike it, but
I’m told it’s not good for me!ŶĚ/ƐĂǇƚŽŵǇƐĞůĨǁŝƐŚĨƵůůǇ͗EĞǆƚƟŵĞŚĞĐŽŵĞƐ
ƚŽƐĞĞƵƐ͖ǁĞ͛ůůƐĞƌǀĞŚŝŵƚĞĂǁŝƚŚŽƵƚĐŝŶŶĂŵŽŶ͊
When the Leader asks us if we face any problem, we tell him: no problem, we
only wish a long, healthy life for you. But before saying good-bye, Mr. Khamenei
again asks us to tell him of any problem, I inform him that my brother and I run
a car agency but because of certain obstacles we are about to close it down and
the Leader orders one of his companions to note it down and try to remove the
ŽďƐƚĂĐůĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞŐŝǀĞƐŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŐŝŌĂŶĚƚĞůůŚĞƌ͗it’s only a keep-sake for
ŽƵƌŵĞĞƟŶŐƚŚŝƐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘

ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐEŝŐŚƚ 235

tĞůů͕ǁĞĂƌĞŶŽǁůĞŌǁŝƚŚŽƵƌƐǁĞĞƚŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐŽĨƚŚŝƐƚŽƵĐŚŝŶŐǀŝƐŝƚĂŶĚ͕ŝĨŝƚ
ǁĞƌĞŶŽƚĨŽƌƚŚĞŐŝŌƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŶŽďŽĚǇ͕ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐŽƵƌŐƵĞƐƚƐƚŽŶŝŐŚƚ͕ǁŽƵůĚďĞlieve that the Leader of our country was in our house an hour ago!
The Second Visit , the Same Evening
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝůĞĂǀĞƐƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶĂŶĚƐƚĞƉƐŝŶƚŽŚŝƐĐĂƌ͘/Ŷ
our district all people know each other and if some of them felt there were
ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌƐŝŶŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͕ƚŚĞǇƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƐŽŵĞŶŽŶͲƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŐƵĞƐƚƐ͘
dŚĞŶĞǆƚĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶŝƐŶŽƚĨĂƌĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶŚŽƵƐĞ͘/ŶƐŝĚĞƚŚĞŽŵƉĂŶion’ car some talk about the martyr’s mother and her Persian dialect saying: if
ŝƚ ǁĞƌĞŶ͛ƚĨŽƌ ƐŽŵĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŝŐŶƐ ĂŶĚ ƐǇŵďŽůƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞ͕ ǁĞǁŽƵůĚ ŚĂǀĞ
thought that we were in the wrong house!
ŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐĞŶƚŽƵƌĂŐĞƌĞĂĐŚĞƐƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌ,ĞƌĂŶĚ
ǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͘
***
EĂƌƌĂƟŽŶďǇ,ĞƌĂŶĚǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͛Ɛ&ĂƚŚĞƌ͗
By driving my Taxi through the crowded streets of Tehran and taking passengers
ƚŽƚŚĞŝƌǀĂƌŝŽƵƐĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶƐ͕/ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽďƌŝŶŐƵƉŵǇĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘/Ŷ
my youth I did some technical jobs but I enjoyed driving so much that I ended
up to becoming a taxi-driver. It may sound strange or funny to some people that
ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ ĞŶũŽǇƐ ĚƌŝǀŝŶŐ ŝŶ dĞŚƌĂŶ ǁŝƚŚ Ă ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ƐŽŵĞ 12 million! But
when I started driving in 1954ŵŽƐƚƉĞŽƉůĞĚŝĚŶŽƚŚĂǀĞĐĂƌƐĂŶĚǇŽƵĐŽƵůĚƐƟůů
ƐĞĞŚŽƌƐĞͲĚƌĂǁŶĐŽĂĐŚĞƐŝŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚƐ͘dƌĂĸĐũĂŵƐŽƌĐŽŶŐĞƐƟŽŶƐĚŝĚŶŽƚŚĂǀĞ
ĂŶǇŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨŽƌƵƐ͖ƐŽ/ƵƐĞĚƚŽĞŶũŽǇĚƌŝǀŝŶŐ͘ƵƚŶŽǁĂĚĂǇƐǁŚĞŶ/ĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬ
ŚŽŵĞ͕/͛ŵĚŽŐͲƟƌĞĚƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůůǇĂŶĚƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůůǇ͘
dŽĚĂǇ/ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽƐƚĂǇĂƚŚŽŵĞƚŽŚĞůƉ>ƵƐŝŬ͕ŵǇǁŝĨĞ͕ǁŝƚŚƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶƐĨŽƌ
ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞďƵƚ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁŵƵĐŚĂďŽƵƚĂŚŽƵƐĞǁŝĨĞǁŽƌŬ͖ƐŽŵǇǁŝĨĞƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐƚĞůůƐŵĞ͗'ƌŝŐŽƌ͕ŐŽĚƌŝǀĞǇŽƵƌƚĂǆŝďĞĐĂƵƐĞǁŚĞŶǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĂƚŚŽŵĞ͕ǇŽƵŽŶůǇ
ĂĚĚƚŽŵǇĐŚŽƌĞƐ͊zĞƐ͕ŵǇŶĂŵĞŝƐ'ƌŝŐŽƌ͕ĂŌĞƌƚŚĞŶĂŵĞŽĨ^ĂŝŶƚ'ƌŝŐŽƌǁŚŽŝŶ
301͘ĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ
of the royal Court.
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕/͛ŵƐƚĂǇŝŶŐĂƚŚŽŵĞƚŽŚĞůƉĂŶĚŝƚǁĂƐŐŽŽĚƚŚĂƚ/ĚŝĚďĞĐĂƵƐĞƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ
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telephoned and asked in Persian: Will you be at home this evening, we want to
come and see you for a few minutes.
/ƐĂŝĚ͗zĞƐ͕ǁĞ͛ůůďĞĂƚŚŽŵĞ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞďƵƚǁŚǇĚŽǇŽƵǁĂŶƚƚŽŵĞĞƚƵƐ͍
ـ/ƚ͛ƐĨŽƌƚŚĞƐĂŬĞŽĨǇŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕,ĞƌĂŶĚǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͕ĂƌĞǇŽƵŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ͍
My heart sank by hearing my son’s name.

but then I thank God that I stayed at home because Lusik cannot speak Persian
properly but I have talked to thousands of people in my taxi for so many years
ƚŚĂƚƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ/ĨĞĞů/ƐƉĞĂŬWĞƌƐŝĂŶďĞƩĞƌƚŚĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͊
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ŶŽǁ/ƚŚŝŶŬ͗ǁŚŽ͛ƐĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽŵĞĞƚƵƐƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͍WĞƌŚĂƉƐƐŽŵĞƉĞŽple from television and for an interview about Herand. But why this evening, this
Christmas Eve? I couldn’t go on guessing so I busied myself with cleaning paintings, framed-photos and other things. Then I think: If they’re from television, I’ll
tell them to come a few days later.
DǇƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐĂƌĞƐƚŽƉƉĞĚďǇĂŬŶŽĐŬĂƚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌ͘dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƚǁŽƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ͖ŽŶĞŽĨ
ƚŚĞŵŝƐƚŚĞŽŶĞǁŚŽƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĚƚŚŝƐŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͖/ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞƚŚŝƐďǇŚŝƐǀŽŝĐĞ͘WŽůŝƚĞůǇ
ƚŚĞǇĂƐŬŵĞƐŽŵĞƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐƚŚĂƚƐŵĞůůŽĨƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇŵĂƩĞƌƐ͘/ďĞĐŽŵĞĂ
ůŝƩůĞĂŶŐƌǇĂŶĚƚĞůůƚŚĞŵ͗,ĂǀĞǇŽƵĐŽŵĞƚŽŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞƚŽĂƐŬƐƵĐŚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘
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They try to calm me down by saying: We are not the principal guest, he is on the
way. This makes me more confused and so I object: Well, why didn’t you come
together, what the hell is going on?
One of them takes my hand kindly and says: Because your guest is the Leader,
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͖tŚŽ͍͊
Mr. Khamenei, they say.
Somebody on his behalf? I ask.
 ـNo, he himself will come to your house in a few minutes.
zŽƵŵƵƐƚƐǁĞĂƌƚŽ'ŽĚǇŽƵ͛ƌĞƚĞůůŝŶŐƚŚĞƚƌƵƚŚ͘/ƐĂǇƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌ
person too.
dŚĞĮƌƐƚƉĞƌƐŽŶƚĂůŬƐŽŶŚŝƐǁĂůŬŝĞͲƚĂůŬŝĞĂŶĚƐĂǇƐƚŽŚŝƐĨƌŝĞŶĚ͗/ƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞ
ŶĞĂƌĂŶĚŚĞŐŽĞƐƚŽǁĂƌĚƐƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞͲĚŽŽƌ͖ŚĞĂůƐŽƐĂǇƐƚŽŵĞ͗/ĨǇŽƵǁĂŶƚ͕ŐŽ
and inform your wife.
tŚĂƚƐŚĂůů/ƐĂǇƚŽŚĞƌ͍/ƚŚŝŶŬ͖/ĚŽŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚŵǇƐĞůĨƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŚŝŐŚĞƐƚĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ
ŝŶ/ƌĂŶŝƐĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞŽĨĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƚĂǆŝͲĚƌŝǀĞƌŽŶŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ͊
I tell her and she says: Perhaps they’re having us on!
 ـNo, I don’t think so, they’re polite, serious persons and one of them
spoke something on his wireless thing.
 ـOk, let them come, we welcome them, why are you so worried?
/ƐŚŽƵůĚƐĂǇƚŚĂƚ>ƵƐŝŬŝƐĂƐƚĂƚƵĞŽĨĐĂůŵŶĞƐƐĂŶĚŚĞƌĐĂůŵĂŶĚƉĂƟĞŶĐĞƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐďŽƚŚĞƌŵĞ͊^ŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗ǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚƐƉĞĂŬWĞƌƐŝĂŶǁĞůů͕ƐŽĐĂůŵĚŽǁŶ͕
speak nicely and tell them what a great boy Herand was.
Now we hear some noises at the door, so my brother and I go to the door, and
ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐƚĞƉƐŝŶĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͛ƚŽƵƐ͕/ŚĂǀĞƚŽďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚŝƚŝƐDƌ͘
Khamenei.
We also say: Salaam, you’re welcome.
How are you?ƐŬƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ
ـtĞůů͕ĮŶĞ͕ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ
dŚĞ ƐǁĞĞƚ͕ ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ ƐŵŝůĞ ŽŶ ŚŝƐ ĨĂĐĞ ƚĂŬĞƐ ĂǁĂǇ Ăůů ŵǇ ĂŶǆŝĞƟĞƐ͘ dŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ
ĐŽŵĞƐŝŶƚŽŽƵƌƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶͲƌŽŽŵĂŶĚŚĞĂŶĚŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐƐŝƚĚŽǁŶĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞ
ƚĂďůĞ͘/ƋƵŝĐŬůǇŐŽĂŶĚƚĂŬĞ,ĞƌĂŶĚ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽĂŶĚƉƵƚŝƚŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŶĚ
say: this is Herand in his soldier uniform. My brother looks at me saying: let me
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ƐŝƚĚŽǁŶĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůǇ͕ĚŽŶ͛ƚŚƵƌƌǇ͘,ĞŝƐƌŝŐŚƚ͖/ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚƚŽůĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŚŽ/Ăŵ͘
But the Leader guesses this and says: you are the martyr’s father, aren’t you?
ـzĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͘
Then Mr. Khamenei looks around the table and asks: where is the lady-mother?
/ŚĂĚĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶŚĞƌ͊^ŚĞ͛ƐƉƌŽďĂďůǇŐŽŶĞŝŶƚŽŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ͖ƐŽ/ƐĂǇ͗^ŚĞ͛ůůďĞŚĞƌĞ͘dŚĞ
Leader adds: Please tell her to join us.
/͛ŵƐƟůůƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ͘Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗ƉůĞĂƐĞƐŝƚĚŽǁŶ͘,ĞƚŚĞŶƚĂŬĞƐĂůŽŽŬĂƚ
,ĞƌĂŶĚ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽďƵƚŝƚƐĞĞŵƐƚŚĂƚŚĞ͛ƐƐƟůůǁĂŝƟŶŐƚŽƐĞĞƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘
Now my wife comes and sits down and Mr. Khamenei says: How are you lady?
Merci, my wish is your health, she says.
The Leader then says: May God grant proper rewards to you and bring happiness
into your hearts for the sake of this lost son, how old was he?
/ƐŚŽǁŚŝƐŝĚĞŶƟƚǇĐĂƌĚƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŶĚƐĂǇ͗ŚĞǁĂƐƚǁĞŶƚǇͲƚǁŽ͘
 ـHe was a soldier, wasn’t he?
ـzĞƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌůŽŽŬƐƐŽŝŶƚĞŶƐĞůǇĂƚ,ĞƌĂŶĚ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽĂƐŝĨŚĞǁĂƐĂĚĞĂƌ͕ĐůŽƐĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶ
of his.
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/ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ͗,ĞǁĂƐĂĐŽĂĐŚĂŶĚƚƌĂŝŶĞƌŝŶŐǇŵŶĂƐƟĐƐĂŶĚǁŚĞŶŚĞǁĂƐŽŶůĞĂǀĞŚĞ
ƚŽůĚƵƐƚŚĂƚĂƚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚŚĞƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚƐŽŵĞƐƚƌĂŶŐĞ͕ŐǇŵŶĂƐƟĐĂĐƚƐƚŽŵĂŬĞ
his comrades laugh and be happy.
The Leader asks:zŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇŶĂŵĞŝƐǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͕/ƚŚŝŶŬŵĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚĂǀĞƚŚĞ
same surname.
ـ/͛ǀĞŚĞĂƌĚƚŚŝƐƐƵƌŶĂŵĞŽŌĞŶ
then he thinks for a few moments and says: Now I remember, when I was a
ƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌŝŶƚŚĞYĞǌĞůͲƋĂů͛ĂƉƌŝƐŽŶŝŶ1963ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŝŶŵĂƚĞĐĂůůĞĚ
ǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͘
/ƚŚŝŶŬĚĞĞƉůǇďƵƚ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞƐƵĐŚĂƉŽůŝƟĐĂůĂĐƟǀŝƐƚŝŶŵǇŽǁŶĨĂŵŝůǇ͘
ـtĞůů͕ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐƚŚĞŵĞĂŶŝŶŐŽĨǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͍
I answer: I don’t know, I never thought about the root of my family name!
 ـWhen was he martyred?
/ĚŽŶ͛ƚƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĞĞǆĂĐƚĚĂƚĞďƵƚ/ƚŚŝŶŬŝƚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚŝŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
towards the end of the war.
Mr. Khamenei then consoles me and my wife with some kind words.
My wife thanks the Leader and I say: we’re indebted to you for your visit. Mr.
Khamenei then congratulates us on the occasion of Christmas and my brother
serves tea to all and while the Leader is drinking his tea, I say a few words about
,ĞƌĂŶĚ͛ƐĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ͗ŌĞƌŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ǁĞĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚŽŶĐĞŚĞŚĂĚďĞĞŶ
ǁŽƵŶĚĞĚďƵƚŚĞŶĞǀĞƌƚŽůĚƵƐĂďŽƵƚŝƚ͖ŚĞǁŽƌƌŝĞĚƚŚĂƚǁĞŵĂǇƉƌĞǀĞŶƚŚŝŵ
from going back. Bullets had injured his right hand badly but we didn’t know.
His commander had given him leave of sickness, but he did not come. We only
ĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚĂďŽƵƚŝƚĂŌĞƌŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘/ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͗,ĞƌĂŶĚ͛ƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐĂƚŽƉ
mechanic and when he came to Tehran on leave, he would bring lots of mechanical parts and repaired them with the help of his brother and would take them
back to war-fronts. Once, when he was on leave and we were having supper,
ŚŝƐĞůĚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƌŶĞĚŚŝŵ͗zŽƵŵƵƐƚďĞǁĂƚĐŚĨƵů͕ĚŽŶ͛ƚƚĂŬĞƌŝƐŬƐĂŶĚĚŽŶ͛ƚ
put yourself in danger. He was angry and retorted: Is my blood bluer than all the
ŽƚŚĞƌƐǁŚŽĂƌĞĮŐŚƟŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͍
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌůŝƐƚĞŶƐƚŽŵĞǀĞƌǇĂƩĞŶƟǀĞůǇĂŶĚƐĞǀĞƌĂůƟŵĞƐƐĂŝĚ͗
 ـWonderful, great, praiseworthy.

240  Christ in the Night of Glory

ŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞǀĂůƵĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵǁŚŝĐŚƉƵƚƐŵǇŚĞĂƌƚĂŶĚ
ŵǇǁŝĨĞ͛ƐŚĞĂƌƚĂƚƌĞƐƚ͖ŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗
 ـThese young people who face martyrdom in defence of their country and
ŝƚƐŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞĂƌĞŵŽƐƚǀĂůƵĂďůĞ͖ƚŚĞǇĂůƐŽďƌŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚŶĞǁǀĂůƵĞƐĨŽƌ
ƚŚĞŝƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘/ĨŝƚǁĂƐŶŽƚĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌƐĞůŇĞƐƐƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐ͕ǁĞĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚŬŶŽǁ
what would happen to our country. It is because of their valour and courĂŐĞƚŚĂƚŽƵƌƉĞŽƉůĞĐŽƵůĚƌĂŝƐĞƚŚĞŝƌŚĞĂĚƐŚŝŐŚ͖ĂŶǇŽŶĞǁŚŽĚŝĚĐŽŶƚƌŝďute something to preserve the integrity and independence of this country,
shares their values and you, as families of martyrs, certainly share their
ǀĂůƵĞƐ͘,ĞƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐƵƐ͗ŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞŽƚŚĞƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ĨŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŶŽǁ͘
 ـSons or daughters?
 ـTwo sons and two daughters.
ـƌĞƚŚĞǇůŝǀŝŶŐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͍
 ـNo, they’re all married.
 ـWhat’s your own job?
 ـI’m a taxi-driver.
ـ/ƐĞĞ͕ŚŽǁĚŽǇŽƵĮŶĚƚŚĞƚƌĂĸĐŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ͍
 ـWell, as you know, it’s bad, but well it’s a profession and it’s some public
service.
zŽƵ͛ƌĞ ƌŝŐŚƚ, says Mr. Khamenei, ŝƚ͛Ɛ ƌĞĂůůǇ ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ ƚŽ ĚƌŝǀĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĐƌŽǁĚĞĚ
ƐƚƌĞĞƚƐ͕ǇĞƚ͕ĂƐǇŽƵƐĂǇ͕ŝƚ͛ƐƉƵďůŝĐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕ŚĞůƉŝŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞƚŽƌĞĂĐŚƚŚĞŝƌĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶƐ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͕ĂƐǁĂůŬŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞƐĞƐƚƌĞĞƚƐŝƐŵĞĂŶŝŶŐůĞƐƐ͊
I say: it’s some thirty-three years I’ve been doing this job.
Mr. Khamenei repeats: thirty-three years! How about your brother?
 ـHe has a metal repair-shop.
Right, he says and adds: DĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂƌĞŝŶƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂůĂŶĚŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂůũŽďƐ͕
repairing engines and the like.
DǇǁŝĨĞŐĞƚƐƵƉƚŽďƌŝŶŐƐŽŵĞƐǁĞĞƚƐĂŶĚĐĂŬĞƐ͖ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŶŽƟĐĞƐƚŚŝƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ
to her: please don’t trouble yourself.
DǇǁŝĨĞƐĂǇƐ͗KŚ͕ŶŽƚƌŽƵďůĞ͖ŚĞƌǀŽŝĐĞŝƐĂŵŝǆƚƵƌĞŽĨƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĨŽƌŽƵƌŐƵĞƐƚĂŶĚ
sorrow in remembering Herand.
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Then Mr. Khamenei talks about churches in Tehran, in our district and our priests
ĂŶĚĂƐŬƐƐŽŵĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĂŶĚƚĞůůƐƵƐĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚŝƐŚŽƉDĂŶŽƵŬŝĂŶ
years before. I get up and bring a framed photo of the Bishop taken before the
ZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͘Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŝƐǀĞƌǇŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚĂŶĚĂƐŬƐŵĞĂďŽƵƚĂůůƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶ
ƚŚŝƐƉŚŽƚŽĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞĂƐŬƐƵƐƐŽŵĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ
ŝŶĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĐŝƟĞƐŽĨ/ƌĂŶ͘tŚŝůĞǁĞƚĂůŬ͕/ĂŵƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐƚŚĂƚŝĨƚŽŵŽƌƌŽǁ/ƚĞůůŽƚŚĞƌƚĂǆŝͲĚƌŝǀĞƌƐĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐŝŶƟŵĂƚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚƵƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĂůů
think I’m a liar.
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ŶŽǁƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗tĞůů͕ŽƵƌŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶǁĂƐƚŽĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞǇŽƵĂŶĚ
your wife on the important occasion of Christmas, and to pay our respect to your
young martyr.
/ƐĂǇ͗/ƉƌĂǇĨƌŽŵƚŚĞďŽƩŽŵŽĨŵǇŚĞĂƌƚƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚǁŝůůŬĞĞƉǇŽƵŝŶƚŚĞďĞƐƚŽĨ
health and he says: zŽƵĂůůŚĂǀĞǇŽƵƌƐŚĂƌĞŝŶĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶŽĨŝƚƐŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͖/ĐĂŵĞŚĞƌĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞǁĞĂƌĞŝŶĚĞďƚĞĚƚŽǇŽƵĂůů͘
ـzŽƵǁĞƌĞŵŽƐƚŬŝŶĚƚŽŚĂǀĞĐŽŵĞƚŽŽƵƌŚƵŵďůĞŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚǁĞŚŽƉĞ
ƚŚĂƚ͕ĂƐĂƌĞƐƵůƚŽĨĂůůƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐďǇŽƵƌǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ǁĞǁŝůůŽŶĞĚĂǇŚĂǀĞ
ĂƉƌŽƐƉĞƌŽƵƐ/ƌĂŶǁŽƌƚŚǇŽĨƚŚŽƐĞƐĞůŇĞƐƐĂĐƚƐ͘
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If God will, if God will͕ƐĂǇƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͖it will be so.
dŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŐĞƚƐƵƉ͕ŚĞŐŝǀĞƐĂŐŝŌƚŽŵǇǁŝĨĞĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗this is a keep-sake of
ƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͛ƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘ My wife cannot say anything and I say: it was very kind
of you, you’re really so kind.
ŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ŝƚǁĂƐŽƵƌŵŽƌĂůŽďůŝŐĂƟŽŶ͕ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐĞůƐĞ͘
I don’t know what to do next, I want to embrace him but I don’t dare to, I only
thank him again saying: you were must kind, taking the trouble of coming to our
ŚŽƵƐĞ͕ŵĂǇ/ďĞƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĚĨŽƌǇŽƵ͊
The Third Visit , the Same Evening
The next family lives not far from the previous one. They are the family of martyr
,ĞƌĂŶĚ,ĂŬŽƉŝĂŶ͖ƚŚĞŝƌŚŽƵƐĞŝƐůŽĐĂƚĞĚŽŶƚŚĞŽƉƉŽƐŝƚĞƐŝĚĞŽĨƚŚĞǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ
house in the same street, so the Leader crosses the street on foot and walks to
the entrance-door of Hakopian family.
***
I am a sister of martyr Herand Hakopian. Our father who was a truck-driver died
ŝŶĂĐĂƌĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚŝŶ<ŚŽƌƌĂŵͲďĂĚ͘,ĞŚĂĚƐŝǆĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ĨŽƵƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐĂŶĚƚǁŽ
sons, Edward and Herand. Herand was the youngest child. He joined the military
in 1986. In the periods between two leaves, when he came to see us, mother
ǁĂƐŚĂůĨͲĚĞĂĚ͘^ŚĞƵƐĞĚƚŽƐĂǇ͗ŌĞƌǇŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĚĞĂƚŚ/ĐĂŶŶŽƚďĞĂƌƚŚĞĚĞĂƚŚ
of another family member, I pray to God to take me away before such an acciĚĞŶƚ͖ŵǇŽŶůǇǁŝƐŚŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚŝƐƚŽǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ,ĞƌĂŶĚ͛ƐǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ͊tĞůů͕ŚĞǁĂƐ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐǁŝƐŚŶĞǀĞƌŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůŝǌĞĚ͖ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚǁĞĨŽƵŶĚĂŶĞŶĚůĞƐƐ
sorrow.
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ƚŚĂƚǇĞĂƌŚĞǁĂƐƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽŐŽƚŽ/ƐĨĂŚĂŶŽŶůĞĂǀĞƚŽƐĞĞŽƵƌĞůĚĞƐƚ
ƐŝƐƚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĐŽŵĞƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶ͘ƵƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŶŽŶĞǁƐĨƌŽŵŚŝŵ͖ĂǁĞĞŬƉĂƐƐĞĚ
and mother was almost dying of worry and anxiety. We telephoned everywhere
and called on some places the military told us. They only told us that there has
ďĞĞŶ ƐŽŵĞ ƚŽƵŐŚ ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ ŝŶ &ĂŬŬĞŚ ;ŝŶ /ůĂŵ WƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͕ ŶĞĂƌ /ƌĂƋŝ ďŽƌĚĞƌ͕
ǁŚĞƌĞŚĞƐĞƌǀĞĚͿĂŶĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŚĂĚŶŽŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘
We were also told that perhaps he had been wounded and taken to some hosƉŝƚĂůĨŽƌƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ͘tĞǁĞŶƚƚŽŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůƐƚŽŶŽĂǀĂŝů͖ŵŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐƐŝĐŬ
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Image of Martyr Herand Hakopian mounted on the alley that bears his own name

ĂŶĚƟƌĞĚĂŶĚĂůŵŽƐƚŚĂůĨĚĞĂĚ͘^ŚĞǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽŐŽƚŽƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞƐĂŶĚƐĞĂƌĐŚĨŽƌ
him but we didn’t let the old woman do this.
ůŵŽƐƚ 40 days had passed when we found out that the son of our neighbor
,ĞƌĂŶĚǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶŚĂĚďĞĞŶŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͘ŌĞƌƚŚĞďƵƌŝĂůĂŶĚŵŽƵƌŶŝŶŐĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ
ŽĨǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͛ƐƐŽŶ͕ŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĚǁĂƌĚĂŶĚDƌ͘ǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͕ƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ
ƚŽŐŽƚŽ&ĂŬŬĞŚĂŶĚĮŶĚŽƵƚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚ,ĞƌĂŶĚ͘ŌĞƌĂĨĞǁĚĂǇƐ͕ŚĞƌĞturned but he was so grief-struck that he could not speak a word.
DŽƚŚĞƌŬĞƉƚĂƐŬŝŶŐŚŝŵ͗ŝĚǇŽƵƐĞĞ,ĞƌĂŶĚ͍/ƐŚĞĂůŝǀĞ͍tŚĞƌĞŝƐŚĞŶŽǁ͍tŚǇ
ĚŽŶ͛ƚǇŽƵĂŶƐǁĞƌ͍zŽƵ͛ƌĞŬŝůůŝŶŐŵĞ͊
&ŝŶĂůůǇŚĞĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚƌĞŵĂŝŶƐŝůĞŶƚĂŶĚƐƚĂƌƚĞĚǁĞĞƉŝŶŐůŽƵĚůǇ͖/ŚĂĚŶĞǀĞƌƐĞĞŶ
him weep and wail so tragically. More than being a brother, he was Herand’d
closest friend. Now we felt he was about to give us some very bad news. Mother
and I began to weep too. With tears running down my cheeks, I asked: Has he
ďĞĞŶŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͍,ĞŽŶůǇŶŽĚĚĞĚŚŝƐŚĞĂĚŝŶĐŽŶĮƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘
I asked again: did you see his dead body?
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He cried and said: No, I didn’t.
I was stunned and tears in my eyes went dry but mother went on weeping and
ǁĂŝůŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ ŶŽƟĐŝŶŐ ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ ĂƌŽƵŶĚ ŚĞƌ͘ / ƚŽŽŬ ŵǇ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ ŚĂŶĚ ĂŶĚ
ůŽŽŬĞĚĂƚŚŝŵŝŶĂǁĂǇƚŚĂƚŵĂĚĞŚŝŵĐĂůŵ͖/ĂƐŬĞĚ͗ǁŚĂƚĚŽǇŽƵŵĞĂŶƚŚĞŶ͍
zŽƵĚŝĚŶ͛ƚƐĞĞŚŝƐďŽĚǇ͕ƐŽŚŽǁŽŶĞĂƌƚŚĂƌĞǇŽƵƐƵƌĞŚĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͍
Some of his comrades and friends had witnessed his martyrdom, he replied.
 ـWhy didn’t they deliver his body to you?
DǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌĚŝĚŶŽƚƐĂǇĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͖ŚŝƐŚĞĂĚǁĂƐĚŽǁŶƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐŚĂƌĚ͘
I asked again: Please answer me, dear brother.
,ĞĐŽƵůĚŚĂƌĚůǇƵƩĞƌŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶƚǁŽƋƵŝĐŬƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞƐ͗ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂŚĂƐƚǇƌĞƚƌĞĂƚ
ŝŶƚŚĂƚŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͖ƚŚĞǇĚŝĚŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞƟŵĞƚŽĐŽůůĞĐƚƚŚĞďŽĚŝĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŝƌŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘
/ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚŝƐ͖ƚŚĞŶŚŽǁǁĂƐ/ƚŽƚĞůůŵŽƚŚĞƌ͍dŚĂƚĚĂǇǁĂƐƚŚĞǁŽƌƐƚĚĂǇ
ŽĨŵǇǁŚŽůĞůŝĨĞ͘^ŚĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚŚĞƌƐŽŶŚĂĚďĞĞŶŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͖ƐŚĞǁĂƐ
ĂůǁĂǇƐǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌŚŝƐƌĞƚƵƌŶ͘/ŶƚŚĞǁŝŶƚĞƌŽĨƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌǁĞǁĞƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚƚŚĂƚĂ
ĮůŵĂďŽƵƚ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐŽĨǁĂƌŝŶĂŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇĐĂŵƉǁĂƐĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚŝŶďĂĚĂŶ
ĂŶĚŝƚŝƐŐŽŝŶŐƚŽďĞƐĐƌĞĞŶĞĚŝŶŚǀĂǌ͘DŽƚŚĞƌŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚƚŚĂƚǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚƚƌĂǀĞůƚŽ
ŚǀĂǌƚŽƐĞĞƚŚĞĮůŵ͘dŚĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇŽĨƚŚŝƐĮůŵǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇďĂĚ͕ĨĂĐĞƐǁĞƌĞŶŽƚĐůĞĂƌ
and most of them resembled one another because all heads were shaven and
they were wearing prisoner’s uniforms .but in the middle of the show, seeing
ŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐŵĞŶ͕ƐŚĞĐƌŝĞĚ͗ƚŚŝƐŽŶĞŝƐŵǇ,ĞƌĂŶĚ͊dŚĂƚĮůŵŬĞƉƚŵŽƚŚĞƌ
hopeful that Herand was alive.
Since the year 1989 when POWs were exchanged, we took part in the welcoming
ĐĞƌĞŵŽŶŝĞƐ͖ƐŚĞŬĞƉƚĂƐŬŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐŝĨƚŚĞǇĚŝĚŬŶŽǁĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ
ĂďŽƵƚ,ĞƌĂŶĚďƵƚƚŚĞǇƐĂŝĚƚŚĞǇŬŶĞǁŶŽƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚŚŝŵ͘ŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ůŝƩůĞďǇ
ůŝƩůĞ͕ǁĂƐĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞĚƚŚĂƚŚĞƌƐŽŶǁŽƵůĚŶĞǀĞƌƌĞƚƵƌŶĂůŝǀĞ͖ĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƚŚŝƐ͕ƐŚĞ
only wished that his body would be found so she could go to a tomb-stone in the
name of Herand and shed tears over it.
The Visit
Now some 5 years have passed since Herand’s martyrdom and we have all come
ƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞƚŽŚĞůƉŚĞƌǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ͘ƵƚŝŶƚŚĞ
ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐĚǁĂƌĚƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂƉŚŽŶĞĐĂůůƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗zŽƵŚĂǀĞŐƵĞƐƚƐƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞǇ
want to meet you and talk about your dear martyr. Edward is my nephew who is

ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐEŝŐŚƚ 245

two years younger than Herand and was most friendly with him. He came from
Isfahan to Teheran to take care of mother. This grandson of my mother is the
only hope of mother in life and if she doesn’t see him for a few days, she would
be dead.
tĞůů͕ǁĞĂƌĞĂůůƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌƚŚŝƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞĂŶĚ/ŚĂĚĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŐƵĞƐƚƐ
who were going to visit us when the door-bell rang.
ĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐůĂƚĞƌ͕/ŚĞĂƌĚǁĂƌĚƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵĞŝŶ͕ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘
/ŶŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͕ŶŽďŽĚǇŚĂƐƐĂŝĚ͗zĂůůĂŚďĞĨŽƌĞĐŽŵŝŶŐŝŶ͊
We go to wear our clothes and wear our head-scarfs because the guests are
supposed to be Muslims.
Inside the room, I hear the guests saying to Edward: your guest is on the way
ĂŶĚ ŚĞ͛ůů ďĞ ŚĞƌĞ ŝŶ Ă ĨĞǁ ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͘ dŚĞǇ ĂƐŬ ƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐ / ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ
and dislike them: How many people are here? How many telephones do you
ŚĂǀĞ͍ ƌĞ ƚŚĞƌĞ ĂŶǇ ŽƚŚĞƌ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚ ƚŽ ĐŽŵĞ ŚĞƌĞ͍ / ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚǁŚĂƚƚŚĞŵĞĂŶŝŶŐŽĨƐƵĐŚƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐĂƌĞ͊^Ž͕/ŐŽƚŽƚŚĞŬŝƚĐŚĞŶƚŽŚĞůƉ
mother when Edward comes in and says: Mr. Khamenei is coming to visit us
in our house!
/ǁĂŶƚƚŽƚĞůůŚŝŵ͗ĚŽŶ͛ƚďĞĨƵŶŶǇ͕ďƵƚŚŝƐƌĞĚĚĞŶĞĚĐŚĞĞŬƐĂƌĞŶŽƚŝŶĚŝĐĂƟǀĞŽĨ
ĂŶǇũŽŬŝŶŐ͖ƚŚĞŶ/ƚŚŝŶŬ͗DĂǇďĞŚĞ͛ƐŵŝƐƚĂŬĞŶ͘^Ž/ŐŽƚŽƚŚĞƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶͲƌŽŽŵĂŶĚ
ĂƐŬƚŚŽƐĞƚǁŽŐƵĞƐƚƐ͗/ƐǁŚĂƚŵǇŶĞƉŚĞǁƐĂǇƐƌŝŐŚƚ͍dŚĞǇƐĂǇ͚͗ƐĂůĂĂŵ͖͛/ĂŵĂ
ůŝƩůĞĂƐŚĂŵĞĚĂŶĚƐĂǇ͗KŚ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͖͛ĞǆĐƵƐĞŵĞ͕/͛ŵĐŽŶĨƵƐĞĚ͘
One of them says: No there’s nothing to be shocked about, lady, the Leader is
ŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƉĂǇĂǀŝƐŝƚƚŽǇŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇ͖ŚĞŵƵƐƚďĞŝŶǇŽƵƌƐƚƌĞĞƚŶŽǁ͘,ĞƚŚĞŶƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚĚǁĂƌĚǁĂůŬƚŽǁĂƌĚƐƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞͲĚŽŽƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ƉŽŝŶƟŶŐ
at the arm-chair beside the television above which my father’s photo is hung on
the wall, says: well, this is a good place for the Leader to sit.
/ŽŶůǇŚĂǀĞĞŶŽƵŐŚƟŵĞƚŽƚĞůůŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŶ͕ǇĞƐ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŚŝŵ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ƚŚĞ
>ĞĂĚĞƌŝŶĂǁŚŝƚĞƌŽďĞ͕ĂǁĂůŬŝŶŐͲƐƟĐŬŝŶŚŝƐŚĂŶĚĂŶĚĂƐŵŝůĞŽŶŚŝƐĨĂĐĞ͘
,ĞƐĂǇƐ͚salaam’ to all of us and sits on the big arm-chair and tells us: Please,
sit down.
&ŝƌƐƚŽĨĂůů͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬƐĂďŽƵƚ,ĞƌĂŶĚ͕ŚŝƐŵŝƐƐŝŶŐďŽĚǇĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶŽĨ
every one of us with the martyr.
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/ĂŶĚĚǁĂƌĚƚƌǇƚŽĂŶƐǁĞƌŚŝƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͗,ĞǁĂƐŽŶůǇ17 years of age when he
volunteered to do his military service, one year earlier than the legal age. We
ŽŌĞŶƚŽůĚŚŝŵƚŚĂƚŚĞĚŝĚŶŽƚŚĂǀĞƚŽŐŽŶŽǁďƵƚŚĞĚŝĚŶ͛ƚůŝƐƚĞŶƚŽƵƐ͘ĂĨĞǁŽĨ
ŚŝƐĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇŐŽŶĞƚŽǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐĂŶĚŚĞůŝŬĞĚƚŽũŽŝŶƚŚĞŵ͘,ĞĮƌƐƚǁĂƐ
ƐĞŶƚƚŽ<ĞƌŵĂŶƚŽƉĂƐƐŚŝƐƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ůĂƚĞƌŚĞǁĂƐƐĞŶƚƚŽŶĚŝŵĞƐŚŬĂŶĚ
Fakkeh. When he returned from Kerman, he said: there were some 25ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐƚŚĞƌĞĂŶĚƚŚĞǇĐĂůůĞĚƵƐ͚ƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶďƌŝŐĂĚĞ͛͊tĞŐŽŽŶŶĂƌƌĂƟŶŐĂďŽƵƚ
ŚŽǁŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂŶĚǁŚǇŚŝƐďŽĚǇǁĂƐŶŽƚĨŽƵŶĚ͖ǁĞĂůƐŽƚŽůĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ
about his lost contact with us and how we heard about his martyrdom. We add:
ĞĐĂƵƐĞŚĞǁĂƐ͕ĂŌĞƌŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĚĞĂƚŚ͕ƚŚĞŽŶůǇďƌĞĂĚͲǁŝŶŶĞƌŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͕
he did not have to do military service at all or he could remain in Tehran. But he
decided to go to the war-fronts.
The Leader asks mother about the circumstances of my father’s death, and I say
that mother does not speak Persian well.
The Leader asks: How was it that she never learned Persian?
^ŚĞƚƌŝĞĚƚŽůĞĂƌŶĂŶĚƐŚĞĂůƐŽĂƩĞŶĚĞĚƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐĞƐƐĞƚƵƉďǇƚŚĞ>ŝƚĞƌĂĐǇĂŵ-
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ƉĂŝŐŶďƵƚĂŌĞƌ,ĞƌĂŶĚ͛ƐĚĞĂƚŚ͕ƐŚĞǁĂƐƐŽŐƌŝĞĨͲƐƚƌŝĐŬĞŶƚŚĂƚƐŚĞĞǀĞŶĨŽƌŐŽƚƚŚĞ
ůŝƩůĞƐŚĞŚĂĚůĞĂƌŶĞĚ͘
ـtĞůů͕ŝĨǇŽƵƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐƐƉĞĂŬǁŝƚŚŚĞƌŝŶWĞƌƐŝĂŶ͕ƐŚĞ͛ůůƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͘
Then Mr. Khamenei says some important things about martyrs, their families
and their high values for the society (I hope mother understood parts of his
statements):
 ـThese families whose young men fought for the independence and integrity of this country have special rewards with God and they are respected
and valued by the people.

These young men fought for high ideals, some were martyred, some are
ŵŝƐƐŝŶŐ͕ŵĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌƐǁĞƌĞǁŽƵŶĚĞĚ͕ŵĂŶǇůŽƐƚƐŽŵĞůŝŵďƐ͖ƚŚĞǇĂůůǁŝůů
ďĞĞƋƵĂůůǇƌĞǁĂƌĚĞĚďǇ'ŽĚ͘
We have great respect for you, our feelings for them are not only expressed
by our tongues, no, we respect and value them in our hearts, for this lady-mother whose son is missing or has been martyred, we have great reverence. It was for this reason that I came here on the evening of Christmas,
that is, the anniversary of the holy birth of Christ Jesus, to congratulate you
on this occasion and also express our sympathies in your sorrows.
I hope this Christmas God will bless you and bring happiness into your
hearts and may God make you happy for the sake of Christmas and as a
further reward for your martyr. I know that hearing such events is very
ŚĂƌĚĂŶĚďŝƩĞƌďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇŶŽĚŽƵďƚƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚǁŝůůďůĞƐƐƉĞŽƉůĞ
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with rewards if they consider these accidents on God’s account.
/ƐŚŽƵůĚƐĂǇƚŚĂƚ/ŽŌĞŶƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŽĨ,ĞƌĂŶĚďƵƚĂŌĞƌDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ/
ƚŚŝŶŬĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͕/ĂŵƌĞĂůůǇƉƌŽƵĚŽĨŚŝŵŶŽǁ͘>ĂƚĞƌŝŶƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ŽƵƌĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶǁĂƐĂďŽƵƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶ&ĂƌŝĚĂŶ͕/ƐĨĂŚĂŶ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞǁĞĂƌĞŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇĨƌŽŵ
&ĂƌŝĚĂŶĂŶĚǁĞƐƟůůŽǁŶƐŽŵĞĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂůůĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞ͖ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝƐǀĞƌǇŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ
ĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌƌŽŽƚƐĂŶĚŚŝƐƚŽƌǇĂŶĚǁĞŐŝǀĞŚŝŵƐŽŵĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂďŽƵƚŝƚ͘ƚƚŚŝƐ
point there is a knock at the door and one of the Leader’s companions goes and
ŽƉĞŶƐƚŚĞĚŽŽƌ͘tĞĂƌĞƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚĨŽƌŝƚ͛ƐDƌ͘ĂǀŽŽĚ͕ŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌǁŚŽůŝǀĞƐŝŶƚŚĞ
ĂƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĂďŽǀĞƵƐĂŶĚǁŚŽŽǁŶƐƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞ͖ŚĞŝƐĂǁĞůůͲĞĚƵĐĂƚĞĚŵĂŶĂŶĚŚĞ
ŝƐŐŽŽĚĂƚĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ͘ďŽǀĞĂůůŚĞ͛ƐĂŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐĂŶĚŬŝŶĚŐĞŶƚůĞŵĂŶǁŚŽ͕ƐŝŶĐĞ
ƚŚĞĚĞĂƚŚŽĨŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ŚĂƐƚĂŬĞŶĐĂƌĞŽĨƵƐĂŶĚƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐŚĞĚŝĚŶŽƚĂƐŬĨŽƌĂŶǇ
ƌĞŶƚ͘tĞůů͕ƚŚĞĐŽŵŝŶŐĂŶĚŐŽŝŶŐŝŶŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚǀŽŝĐĞƐŚĂǀĞĂƩƌĂĐƚĞĚŚŝƐĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͕ŚĞĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŚĂƐĐŽŵĞƚŽŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘,ĞĐŽŵĞƐŝŶĂŶĚ
ĂŌĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͕͛ŚĞĂĚĚƐ͗ŝƚǁĂƐŵǇĚƵƚǇƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚƐĂǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͕ǁĞƌĞĂůůǇ
thank you, you’re so kind, we are proud of your presence on this Christmas Eve.
The Leader said: /ŚŽƉĞ͕'ŽĚǁŝůůŝŶŐ͕ƚŚŝƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶǁŝůůďĞĂďůĞƐƐĞĚ
ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚĂůůƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͘ He adds: ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂƌĞŐĞŶƚůĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͖ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŚĂƌĚͲǁŽƌŬŝŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞĂůǁĂǇƐƐĞƌǀĞĚƚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘
Dƌ͘ĂǀŽŽĚƐĂǇƐ͗ŝƚ͛ƐŶŽƚĞǆƚƌĂŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ͖Ăůů/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐŵƵƐƚƐĞƌǀĞƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘
The Leader comments: ŝƚ͛Ɛ ŶŽƚ Ă ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ďĞŝŶŐ ĞǆƚƌĂŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ͕ ƚŚŝƐ ŵĞĂŶƐ
ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽǀĞŶŽƌŵĂů͕ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ͕ǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚĞǆƉĞĐƚƚŚĂƚ͘ƐůŽŶŐĂƐ
people’s services are performed shoulder-to-shoulder, in a normal way, for the
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐĂŶĚĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶŽĨƚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚǇ͕ŝƚŵƵƐƚďĞĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚĂŶĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ
have always acted this way.
Dƌ͘ĂǀŽŽĚƐĂǇƐ͗ǁĞĂůůŚĂǀĞŐŽŽĚ͕ĨƌĞĞĂŶĚĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞůŝĨĞŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͕ŝŶƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞƉƵďůŝĐ͘ĨĞǁǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ/ǁĂƐŝŶŶŐůĂŶĚ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇŵĞĞƟŶŐŽĨƌŝƚŝƐŚƌĞƟƌĞĚůĞĐƚƵƌĞƌƐĂŶĚƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌƐǁŚŽǁĞƌĞĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞĐŝǀŝůŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ
ŽĨtĞƐƚĂŶĚĂƐƚĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌĨŽĐƵƐǁĂƐŽŶƚŚĞůŝŶĞƐŽĨŵŝŶŽƌŝƟĞƐ ŝŶƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐ
lands. When I informed them how free we were in Iran, culturally, socially and
religiouswise, most of them were surprised because they were not familiar with
facts, they only generalized! I told them that in Iran, we are, in most aspects,
ĨƌĞĞƌƚŚĂŶŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂ͘
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Dƌ͘ĂǀŽŽĚƵƐĞĚƚŽďĞĂďŽŽŬͲďŝŶĚĞƌŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽĂŶĚŚĞƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ
talking about this profession with the Leader and if given the opportunity, he
would go on talking for an hour! But Mr. Khamenei looks at my brother’s daughter and asks her school, her studies and her interests. It seems that the educaƟŽŶŽĨĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŝƐŚŝŐŚůǇŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘
dŚŝƐƵŶĨŽƌŐĞƩĂďůĞŵĞĞƟŶŐŝƐĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽĂŶĞŶĚ͖/ĚŽŶ͛ƚůŝŬĞƚŽůŽŽŬĂƚŵǇǁĂƚĐŚ͊
Finally Mr. Khamenei says: tĞůů͕ǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚďŽƚŚĞƌǇŽƵĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ͖ǁĞŵĞĂŶƚ
ƚŽĐŽŶǀĞǇŽƵƌĨĞĞůŝŶŐƚŽƚŚŝƐƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĂďůĞůĂĚǇ͖ĂůƐŽƚŽĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞǇŽƵŽŶƚŚĞ
ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĂŶĚƚŽƉƌĂŝƐĞǇŽƵƌĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐ͕ƐĞůŇĞƐƐŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘
Dƌ͘ĂǀŽŽĚůŽŽŬƐĂƚŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ǇĞƐ͕ŚĞŝƐĂƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨƉƌŝĚĞĂŶĚŚŽŶŽƵƌ
for us.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ͗For her and for all of us too. This lady’s son is not only a
ƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨƉƌŝĚĞĨŽƌŚĞƌ͕ďƵƚĂůƐŽĨŽƌŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ĨŽƌŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚĨŽƌŚŝƐŶĂƟŽŶ͘
ůůƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽĨŽƵŐŚƚĞŶũŽǇƚŚŝƐŚŝŐŚƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ͘ůůƉĞŽƉůĞŚŽŶŽƵƌŚŝŵ͕ƐŽĚŽǁĞ͘/
ŚŽƉĞ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇǁŝůůƉƌŽƚĞĐƚǇŽƵĂŶĚŵĂŬĞǇŽƵŚĂƉƉǇ͘
dŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ ƚŚĞŶ ŚĂŶĚƐ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ Ă ŐŝŌ ĂŶĚ ĂƐŬƐ͗ Would you allow us to leave?
Well, then, with your permission, I say good-bye.
DŽƚŚĞƌŝƐũƵƐƚůŽŽŬŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌďƵƚDƌ͘ĂǀŽŽĚƐĂǇƐ͗tĞǁŝƐŚƚŽďĞŝŶǇŽƵƌ
ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞĨŽƌĂůŽŶŐĞƌƟŵĞ͘
ŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗tĞůů͕ŝƚǁĂƐǇŽƵǁŚŽĐĂŵĞůĂƚĞ͖ǁĞĐĂŵĞŵƵĐŚĞĂƌůŝĞƌ
than you!
dŚŝƐŚƵŵŽƌŽƵƐƌĞŵĂƌŬďƌŝŶŐƐƐŵŝůĞƐƚŽĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇ͛ƐůŝƉƐĂƚƚŚĞƐĞĮŶĂůŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ͘
My brother and I follow the Leader to the entrance-door and his image at the
door when leaving us will remain in my mind for many years to come.
***
/ǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĂĚĚĂĨĞǁŵŽƌĞƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞƐƚŽŵǇŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶ͗ƚŚĞĐĂƌĐĂƌƌǇŝŶŐƚŚĞ
>ĞĂĚĞƌĚƌŽǀĞƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞsĂŚŝĚŝĞŚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚǁŝƚŚŽƵƚĂŶǇƉŽŵƉĂŶĚƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶƚŚŝƐ
district could not imagine that the Leader of the Islamic Republic had been a
ŐƵĞƐƚĂƚƚŚƌĞĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚŽƵƐĞƐƚŚĞƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘ůƐŽůĂƐƚĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĂůůƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐǁĞƌĞďƵƐǇǁŝƚŚƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶƐĨŽƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞĂŶĚŶĞǁƐŽĨƚŚĞǀŝƐŝƚĚŝĚ
not spread. But tomorrow at our church gathering there will be great commoƟŽŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ͖/ĂŵƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƚŚƌĞĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐǀŝƐŝƚĞĚĚŽŶŽƚŬŶŽǁĂďŽƵƚŽƚŚ-
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ĞƌƐ͘,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕/ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚĂƚƚŚĞĐŚƵƌĐŚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ
and Hakopian embraced each other while tears were running down their faces.
ŶĚƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌsŝŐĞŶ<ĂƌĂƉĞƟĂŶŐĂƚŚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞǇŽƵƚŚĂƌŽƵŶĚŚŝŵĂŶĚ
narrated the event of the Leader’s visit in detail. That Christmas of ours, with
ƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ǁĂƐƚŽƚĂůůǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵŽƚŚĞƌƐƵĐŚŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐ͘
***
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Martyr Herand Hakopian personal belongings: Shohada museum, Taleghani street, Tehran

Sixteen
Signs of God
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The Family of Martyrs͗ůďĞƌƚůůĂŚͲĂĚŝĂŶ
and Vahik Baghdasarian
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗2005ͬ12ͬ27

The Photo of

Martyr Albert Allah-Dadian
Martyred in Soumar, Kermanshah
Martyred on 1987ͬ7ͬ25

The Photo of

Martyr Vahik Baghdasarian
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶĂƌͲ<ŚŽǀĞŝŶ͕<ŚƵǌĞƐƚĂŶ
Martyred on 1984ͬ3ͬ4

&ŽƌƐĞǀĞƌĂůǇĞĂƌƐ/͛ǀĞĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌŚĞŐŽĞƐ͘ĞƐĐƌŝďŝŶŐƐƵĐŚ
ĂĚƵƚǇŝƐƌĞĂůůǇĚŝĸĐƵůƚ͖ĂŌĞƌŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐŽƵƌĚƵƚǇŚĂƐďĞĐŽŵĞĂŶŽƌŵĂůŽŶĞ͖ŝƚ͛Ɛ
ĂůǁĂǇƐĨƵůůŽĨǁŽƌƌŝĞƐĂŶĚĂŶǆŝĞƟĞƐ͘/ĂƐŬŵǇƐĞůĨ͗zŽƵŬŶŽǁǁŚŽŵǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶǇŝŶŐ͍tŚŽƐĞƐĂĨĞƚǇĂŶĚƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĐŚĂƌŐĞĚǁŝƚŚ͍KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵŽƐƚŝŶŇƵĞŶƟĂů
ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƟĞƐŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚĂŶĚĂŶĞŶĞŵǇŽĨƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͛ƐĂƌƌŽŐĂŶƚƉŽǁĞƌƐ͘zĞƚDƌ͘
<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐƉĂƟĞŶĐĞ͕ĐŽŽůŶĞƐƐĂŶĚƚƌƵƐƚŝŶ'ŽĚŚĞůƉƐƵƐďĞĐĂůŵ͘,ĞŚĂƐŽŌĞŶƚŽůĚ
ƵƐ͗zŽƵĚŽǇŽƵƌũŽďƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ͖ĂůůĂīĂŝƌƐĂƌĞŝŶƚŚĞŚĂŶĚŽĨ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͘
&ƌŽŵ ĂŵŽŶŐ ƚŚĞƐĞ ĚƵƟĞƐ͕ ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ ƚŚĞ ƐǁĞĞƚĞƐƚ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƐƚ ĂƩƌĂĐƟǀĞ ĂƌĞ ƚŚĞ
ƟŵĞƐǁŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǀŝƐŝƚƐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐďĞŐƵŶĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞ
he was President, especially while the war was going on. There were numerous
visits and I remember that they did not stop even when we were being bombed
Žƌ ŵŝƐƐŝůĞĚ͘ tĞ ǁĞƌĞ ǁŽƌƌŝĞĚ ůĞƐƚ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ ĂƌĞĂ ǁĞ ǁĞƌĞ ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐ ĐŽƵůĚ ďĞ
ďŽŵďĞĚďƵƚƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚƚŚĂƚǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚĨĞĂƌ͖ǁŚŝůĞŚĞƐĂƚĐĂůŵůǇ
ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂŶĚƚĂůŬĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŵŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇ͕ǁĞ͕ƚŚĞĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐ
and guards were absolutely restless.
ƵƌŝŶŐ Ăůů ƚŚĞƐĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ ǁĞ ŚĂĚ ƚŚĞ ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ ƚŽ ƐĞůĞĐƚ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͖ ŽĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ
ŚĞŚĂĚƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐůǇŐŝǀĞŶƵƐƐŽŵĞŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐĂŶĚƉĂƌĂŵĞƚĞƌƐĨŽƌŽƵƌƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͘
ƵƌŝŶŐŚŝƐƚƌŝƉƐƚŽ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞƐ͕ǁĞŚĂĚƚŽƉůĂŶƚŚĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐŝŶƐƵĐŚǁĂǇƐ
that the President could visit some families of martyrs.
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ƵƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂƐƉĞĐŝĂůƟŵĞĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŝƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕ǁŚĞŶĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƚŽDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐŽƌĚĞƌƐ͕ǁĞŵƵƐƚƐĞůĞĐƚƐŽŵĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͖ƚŚĞĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞ
ŽĨƐƵĐŚǀŝƐŝƚƐŝƐĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞůǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĂƚŽĨƚŚĞDƵƐůŝŵĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐǁĞǀŝƐŝƚ
ĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞǇĞĂƌ͘ŶĚƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐǁĞĂƌĞƚŽŵĞĞƚƐŽŵĞƐƵĐŚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘
dŚĞĮƌƐƚĨĂŵŝůǇƚŽŵĞĞƚŝƐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨůůĂŚͲĂĚŝĂŶ͘/ŶĞǀĞƌŝŵĂŐŝŶĞĚƚŚĂƚĂŶ
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇĐŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞĂƐƵƌŶĂŵĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞǁŽƌĚůůĂŚŝŶŝƚ͊/ĂƐŬĂĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶ͕ǁŚŽǁĂƐŝŶ/ƐĨĂŚĂŶǁŚĞŶŚĞǁĂƐǇŽƵŶŐĂŶĚǁĂƐĨƌŝĞŶĚƐǁŝƚŚŵĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͕ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌƐƵĐŚƐƵƌŶĂŵĞƐĞǆŝƐƚĞĚƚŚĞƌĞĂŵŽŶŐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐĂŶĚŚĞ
ƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞ/ŚĞĂƌĚĨĂŵŝůǇŶĂŵĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐůůĂŚͲĂĚŝĂŶĂŶĚůůĂŚͲsĞƌĚŝĂŶĂŶĚ
ĞǀĞŶŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂƐŽŵĞŐŝƌůƐĂƌĞŶĂŵĞĚ͚ůĂŚ͛͘
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ƚŚĞĐĂƌƐƚŽƉƐ͕/ŐĞƚŽƵƚĂŶĚƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚŇŽŽƌƐŽĨĂǁŚŝƚĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͕
ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ƚŚĞĂƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌůůĂŚͲĂĚŝĂŶĂŶĚƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞƐŵǇǀŽŝĐĞĂŶĚƐĂǇƐŽŶƚŚĞŝWŚŽŶĞ͗zŽƵ͛ƌĞŵŽƐƚǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘ŶĚ
I think silently: He’s happy to meet me, but if he knew that the real guest is the
President, how would he feel?
We only have 5ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐƚŽŝŶƐƉĞĐƚĂůůƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐĂŶĚƚĞůůƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇǁŚŽ
ƚŚĞŝƌŐƵĞƐƚƌĞĂůůǇŝƐ͊ƐƵƐƵĂů͕ŝƚ͛ƐĂďŽƵƚ2 minutes before Mr. Khamenei’s arrival
that we inform them who their guest is.
ĞĨŽƌĞƚŚŝƐ͕ǁĞƵƐƵĂůůǇƚĞůůƚŚĞŵƚŚĂƚƐŽŵĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐŽƌƐŽŵĞƉĞŽƉůĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ
television are coming to interview them about their martyrs. We didn’t tell them
at all but Mr. Khamenei ordered us to inform them about his visits a few minutes
before his arrival so that they know who this guest is and therefore will not be
uncomfortably surprised when he comes.
EŽǁĨŽƵƌŽĨƵƐĞŶƚĞƌƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚĂďƵŶĐŚŽĨŇŽǁĞƌƐĂŶĚĂĨƌĂŵĞĚ
photo of Imam Khomeini. The parents of the martyr are at home together with
a boy about 14 years of age and a man almost 40͖ƚŚŝƐŵĂŶĐŽƵůĚďĞĂďƌŽƚŚĞƌŽĨ
the martyr or the family’s son-in-law. Our security team inspects what is necesƐĂƌǇĂŶĚ/͕ĂŌĞƌƐŽŵĞĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕ƚĞůůƚŚĞŵǁŚŽƚŚĞŝƌ
guest is. In my whole career, one of the most pleasurable moments has been the
ƟŵĞǁŚĞŶ/ŝŶĨŽƌŵƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŝƌĚŝƐƟŶŐƵŝƐŚĞĚŐƵĞƐƚ͘
The father says: he’s most welcome, upon on eyes. He then explains that during
ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐǇĞĂƌƐŵĂŶǇŐƌŽƵƉƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞDĂƌƚǇƌƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ͕DŽƐƋƵĞƐ͕ƚŚĞŽƵŶĐŝů
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ŽĨ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ <ŚĂůŝƉŚĂƚĞ ĂŶĚ ŵĂŶǇ DƵƐůŝŵ ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌƐ ĂŶĚ ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ ŚĂǀĞ ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ
ƚŚĞŵ͘ŶĚƚŚĞŶ͕ĂƐŝĨŚĞŚĂĚďĞĞŶĚƌĞĂŵŝŶŐ͕ĂƐŬƐŵĞĂŐĂŝŶ͗tŚŽĚŝĚǇŽƵƐĂǇ
was coming to meet us?! I answer: The Leader, Mr. Khamenei. He keeps gazing at
me and I put my hand on his shoulder and add: He’ll be here any minute, please
go and inform your wife about your guest.
EŽǁŽƵƌƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚĞƌƐĂŶĚƚŚĞĮůŵͲĐƌĞǁĂƌƌŝǀĞĂŶĚ/ƚĞůůƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͗
Mr. Khamenei will be here within two minutes. They want to go to the yard to
ǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌďƵƚ/ƚĞůůƚŚĞŵ͗ǇŽƵ͛ĚďĞƩĞƌďĞŬŝŶĚĂŶĚƐƚĂǇŚĞƌĞ͘ƵƚŚĞ
ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚƉĂǇĂƩĞŶƟŽŶĂŶĚŐŽĞƐŝŶƚŽƚŚĞǇĂƌĚ͖/ƐƚĂŶĚŶĞǆƚƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘dŚĞ
ĨĂƚŚĞƌǁĞůĐŽŵĞƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŵŽƐƚǁĂƌŵůǇďƵƚĂƐƚŚŝƐƚĂůŬŝŶŐĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ͕/ďĞŐŝŶ
to worry because securitywise, the yard is not a proper place for the Leader to
be in.

ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ͕ĂŌĞƌĂŵŝŶƵƚĞŽƌƐŽ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁĂůŬƐƵƉƚŚĞƐƚĂŝƌƐ͕ƐĂǇƐ͚salaam’
ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ĂŶĚ ĞŶƋƵŝƌĞƐ ĂŌĞƌ ŚĞƌ ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘ ƚ ƚŚŝƐ ŵŽŵĞŶƚ ƚŚĞ ǇŽƵŶŐ ŵĂŶ
who was wearing some casual sport jacket jumped into a room to change his
clothes. He did this on his own because we, the Leader’s companions, never
ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŝƌĐůŽƚŚŝŶŐ͘ŶǇǁĂǇDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĐŽŵĞƐŝŶĂŶĚ
ƐŝƚƐŽŶĂŶĂƌŵĐŚĂŝƌ͘KŶĞƚŚŝŶŐ/ŚĂǀĞŶŽƟĐĞĚŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚŽƵƐĞƐŝƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĂůů͕
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌƌŝĐŚŽƌƉŽŽƌ͕ŚĂǀĞĂƌŵĐŚĂŝƌƐŽƌĐŽƵĐŚĞƐĂŶĚĂďŝŐĚŝŶŝŶŐƚĂďůĞ͖ŝƚƐĞĞŵƐ
ƚŽďĞĂŶŝŶƐĞƉĂƌĂďůĞƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞŝƌůŝǀŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞǇŶĞǀĞƌƐŝƚŽƌĚŝŶĞŽŶƚŚĞŇŽŽƌ͘
>ŝŬĞŝŶĂůůƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐǀŝƐŝƚƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĮƌƐƚĂƐŬƐĨŽƌĂƉŚŽƚŽŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕ůŽŽŬƐĂƚŝƚ
intensely and then asks about how and where their son was martyred.
The martyr’s father explains that his son was a ranger in the army and he was
ŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶ^ŽƵŵĂƌƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞĞŶĞŵǇ͛ƐĐĂŶŶŽŶĮƌĞ͘,ĞĂĚĚƐ͗,ĞǁĂƐĂŶŝŶƚĞů-
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ůŝŐĞŶƚ͕ ĐůĞǀĞƌ ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͖ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ĂůƐŽ Ă ƐƉŽƌƚƐŵĂŶ͕ Ă ŐŽĂůͲŬĞĞƉĞƌ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ƌĂƌĂƚ
&ŽŽƚďĂůůůƵď͘,ĞǁĂƐĂĮƌƐƚͲƌĂƚĞŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐƚŽŽ͘,ĞůŽǀĞĚƚŽŚĞůƉŽƚŚĞƌƉĞŽƉůĞŝŶ
every way. When he was on leave and came to us and we asked him about the
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐĂƚǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐ͕ŚĞƵƐĞĚƚŽƐĂǇ͗ǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐŝƐŽŬĂǇ͕ǇŽƵŵƵƐƚŶ͛ƚǁŽƌƌǇ ĂďŽƵƚ ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͘ tŚĞŶ ŚĞ ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ ŚŝƐ ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕ ŚĞ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ ĂŶ ŽīĞƌ
ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ ĂƌŵǇ ƚŽ ďĞĐŽŵĞ ĂŶ ŽĸĐĞƌ͕ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ Ă ŵŽƐƚ ĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĞĚ ĂŶĚ
hard-working person.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚĂůŬƐƚŽĞĂĐŚŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇǀĞƌǇŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇ͖ŚĞĞǀĞŶĂƐŬƐƚŚĞ
young man about his schooling and wish him good luck in his studies.

ƐŶŽǁDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŬŶŽǁƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌƉĞƌƐŽŶŝƐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͛ƐƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ͕ŚĞ
asks him:tĞƌĞǇŽƵƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͛ƐƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁǁŚĞŶůďĞƌƚǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͍
/ǁĂƐĂĐƋƵĂŝŶƚĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇƚŚĞŶďƵƚǁĂƐŶŽƚŵĂƌƌŝĞĚǇĞƚ͕ŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ͘
 ـWhere is your wife?
^ـŚĞǁĞŶƚŽƵƚƐŚŽƉƉŝŶŐ͖ƐŚĞĚŝĚŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁǇŽƵǁŽƵůĚǀŝƐŝƚƵƐ͘
ـŶĚŝƐƚŚŝƐŐĞŶƚůĞďŽǇǇŽƵƌƐŽŶ͍
ـzĞƐ͕,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͘
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DŽƐƚ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ĂƐ ,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͖ ƚŚĞǇ Ăůů ďĞůŝĞǀĞ ƚŚŝƐ ŝƐ
ŵŽƐƚƌĞƐƉĞĐƞƵů͖ƚŚĞǇĚŽŶ͛ƚƵƐĞŝƚĨŽƌŽƚŚĞƌƉĞŽƉůĞ͘dŚŝƐďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌŝƐƚŚĞƌĞǀĞƌƐĞ
ŽĨǁŚĂƚǁĞDƵƐůŝŵƐĚŽ͖ǁĞĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇĂƐ,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͊dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌŝƐĂůƐŽĂƉĞĐƵůŝĂƌƉĞƌƐŽŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞŚĞ͛ƐǁĞĂƌŝŶŐƚǁŽƐŝůǀĞƌƌŝŶŐƐŽŶŚŝƐĮŶŐĞƌƐ
as is the custom with many Muslims. He now seems to be in a good, happy mood
ďƵƚǁŚĞŶǁĞĮƌƐƚŵĞƚŚŝŵďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞǀŝƐŝƚ͕ŚĞƚŽůĚƵƐƚŚĂƚŚĞƐƵīĞƌĞĚĨƌŽŵƐŽŵĞ
sort nervousness. I could not imagine him to talk so openly and cheerfully with
ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͖ŚĞƐĞĞŵĞĚůŝŬĞĂǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶ͕ƐŵŝůŝŶŐĂŶĚůĂƵŐŚŝŶŐĂůůƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘
Mr. Khamenei asks him:ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽǇŽƵŽŶůǇŚĂǀĞƚŚŝƐŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ
daughter?
ـEŽ͕,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͕/ŚĂǀĞĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƐŽŶ͘
 ـWhere is that son now?
He goes to work and comes back home at about 10 in the evening, and he adds,
ŝŶĂŚĂůĨͲũŽŬŝŶŐƚŽŶĞ͗,ĞŚĂƐƚŽĮůůƵƉŽƵƌƐƚŽŵĂĐŚƐ͊
 ـHow about yourself, do you do any job?
 ـNo, my weak nerves don’t allow me to do anything.
Mr. Khamenei is surprised and says: What nervous system! But you look so
young.
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The father says again in a half-serious tone: I try to look young so our children do
ŶŽƚĨĞĞůďĂĚ͊ŶĚŚĞůĂƵŐŚƐ͖ĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶƚŚĞƌŽŽŵƐŚĂƌĞŚŝƐůĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͘
dŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĞŶƋƵŝƌĞƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŚĞĂůƚŚŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌǁŚŽŚĂƐďĞĞŶ
ƐŝƫŶŐƐŝůĞŶƚůǇŶĞǆƚƚŽŚĞƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͘^ŚĞƐĞĞŵƐƚŽďĞĂƋƵŝĞƚǁŽŵĂŶĂŶĚĂůŝƩůĞƐŚǇ͘Ğspite this Mr. Khamenei talks to her in a kind manner and asks how she felt about her
ƐŽŶ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘/ŶĂůŵŽƐƚĂůůƐƵĐŚǀŝƐŝƚƐ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƉĂǇƐƐƉĞĐŝĂůĂƩĞŶƟŽŶƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘
^ŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗ůďĞƌƚŚĂĚďĞĞŶĂƚǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐĨŽƌƐŽŵĞ6 months when a soldier came
ƚŽŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͖ŚĞŐĂǀĞŵĞĂƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞͲŶƵŵďĞƌĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚŵĞƚŽŵĂŬĞĂƉŚŽŶĞͲ
ĐĂůůƚŚĞƌĞ͖ĂƚƚŚĂƚŵŽŵĞŶƚ/ĨĞůƚƚŚĂƚůďĞƌƚŚĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͘
The mother then goes on to inform Mr. Khamenei about the martyr’s manners
ĂŶĚĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ͗ďĞĨŽƌĞũŽŝŶŝŶŐƚŚĞŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ͕ŚĞǁŽƌŬĞĚŝŶƐŽŵĞƌĞƉĂŝƌǁŽƌŬshops for Benz and BMW. He was the best mechanic at these places. Once he
told one of his assistants to take care when repairing a very expensive car. Well,
he didn’t and he damaged the car very much. The owner of the workshop was
ĂŶŐƌǇďƵƚůďĞƌƚƚŽůĚŚŝŵŝƚǁĂƐŚĞǁŚŽĚŝĚƚŚŝƐĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚƉĂǇĨŽƌƚŚĞĚĂŵĂŐĞƐ
ǁŚŝĐŚĐĂŵĞƚŽŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĂŵŽŶƚŚƐĂůĂƌǇŚĞĞĂƌŶĞĚ͘dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚƚŽ
ƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚŚĞƌƐŽŶĂŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝůŝƐƚĞŶĞĚƚŽǁŚĂƚƐŚĞƐĂŝĚĂƩĞŶƟǀĞůǇ͘
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Then tea is brought to the Leader in a very big glass and he says smiling: is all this
tea for me! Please give me a smaller one.
dŚŝƐƌĞŵŝŶĚƐŵĞŽĨƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞƐǁĞǀŝƐŝƚĞĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘tŚĞŶƚĞĂǁĂƐďĞing served, we didn’t know what to do! But Mr. Khamenei would put a small lump
of sugar in his mouth, pick up his cup and point at us all to drink our teas. Later
ƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞƐĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐƚŽůĚƵƐ͗ǁĞŚĂĚŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĂƚ͕ŝŶƚŚĞĐĂƐĞŽĨŚŝŐŚŽĸĐŝĂů͕ŝƚǁĂƐ
ƚŚĞĚƵƚǇŽĨƐŽŵĞĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐƚŽĚƌŝŶŬŽƌĞĂƚĮƌƐƚ͕ďƵƚǁŝƚŚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŝƚǁĂƐ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͕ŚĞƐƚĂƌƚĞĚĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐƚŽŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƚŽĚƌŝŶŬ͊
EŽǁ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌƚŽůĚƵƐǁŚĂƚĂŵĂƐƚĞƌŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐůďĞƌƚǁĂƐ͕
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŶĂƌƌĂƚĞƐŚŝƐŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐŽĨƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐƐŝŶƚŚĞĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐĚĂǇƐŽĨǁĂƌĂŶĚŚŽǁŵĞƟĐƵůŽƵƐůǇĂŶĚĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐůǇƚŚĞǇǁŽƌŬĞĚ͘
,ĞƌĞƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͗DĂǇ'ŽĚƉƌĞǀĞŶƚƚŚĞƌĞƉĞƟƟŽŶŽĨƚŚŽƐĞĚĂǇƐ͘
ŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗well, I hope so but all worldly things pass away, so do
ƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞƐĂŶĚũŽǇƐĂƌĞŶŽƚůĂƐƟŶŐ͕ŝĨƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞ͕ƚŚĞŶƚŚĞǇǁŽƵůĚďĞĐŽŵĞƌŽƵƟŶĞ͘^ƵĐŚŝƐůŝĨĞ͖ŽŶůǇƚŚŽƐĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁŝůůďĞƐĂůǀĂŐĞĚǁŚŽĐŽƵůĚƉƵƚƚŚĞŝƌƉĂƐƐŝŶŐ
lives into good uses to please God and serve his creatures.
The son-in-law says: the service by the martyrs was their duty to their country.
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ǁŚŝůĞĐŽŶĮƌŵŝŶŐǁŚĂƚǁĂƐƐĂŝĚ͕ĂĚĚƐ͗Of course, some people
ǁĞƌĞ ĐŽŶƐĐŝŽƵƐ ŽĨ ƚŚŝƐ ĚƵƚǇ ĂŶĚ ĂĐƚĞĚ ƵƉŽŶ ŝƚ ĂŶĚ ŽƚŚĞƌƐ ĚŝĚ ŶŽƚ͖ ŝƚ ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ
ŵĂƩĞƌ ŝĨ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ DƵƐůŝŵƐ Žƌ ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͘ /Ŷ ƚŚŝƐ ǀĞƌǇ ĂƌĞĂ ǇŽƵ ůŝǀĞ ŝŶ͕ ŵĂŶǇ
DƵƐůŝŵƐŶĞǀĞƌƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŽĨũŽŝŶŝŶŐƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĞīŽƌƚƐďƵƚĂŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐĚŝĚ͕
we have witnessed all sorts of people. Martyrs had insights and consciousness.
dŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬƐƐŽŵĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌĂƩĞŶĚĂŶĐĞŝŶĐŚƵƌĐŚĐĞƌĞŵŽŶŝĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŚĂƐĂŶŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐƚŚŝŶŐƚŽƐĂǇŝŶƚŚŝƐƌĞŐĂƌĚ͗,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͕
let me tell you that in our church we have special programs in all evenings in the
month of Ramedan!
I had never heard such a thing and Mr. Khamenei was also surprised, but the
ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ ŐŽĞƐ ŽŶ͗ ƐĞǀĞƌĂů ƟŵĞƐ / ŚĂǀĞ ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ŚŽůǇ ƚŽŵď ŽĨ ,ĂǌƌĂƚ
DĂ͛ĂƐŽƵŵĞŚ;/ŵĂŵƌĞǌĂ͛ƐƐŝƐƚĞƌͿŝŶYƵŵĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƚŚĞŚŽůǇƚŽŵďŽĨ,ĂǌƌĂƚďĚŽůĂǌŝŵŝŶZĞǇƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ͖ŽŶůǇ/ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚǇĞƚŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽŐŽƚŽDĂƐŚŚĂĚ͘
The Leader, who is drinking his tea, stops to say: Very good, such visits elevate
ŽŶĞ͛ƐƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐ͘/ƚǁŽƵůĚďĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĂůƐŽŐŽƚŽ<ĂƌďĞůĂ͊

260  Christ in the Night of Glory

/ĂŵƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚĂƚƚŚŝƐƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶďǇƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͖/ǁĂƐĂǁĂƌĞŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͛
love for Imam Hussein but I never imagined the Leader recommend them to go
to Karbela.
dŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ͗zĞƐĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ͕/ǁŝůůŐŽǁŚĞŶƚƌĂǀĞůůŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞĂƌĞĂŝƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘
While Mr. Khamenei is drinking his tea, the father says something to his wife in
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶǁŚŝĐŚ͕ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ŶŽŶĞŽĨƵƐƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚƐĂŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗ŝƚ͛Ɛ
ĂƉŝƚǇǁĞŶĞǀĞƌůĞĂƌŶĞĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͊ǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇŝŶƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞůĂƵŐŚƐĂƚĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ
and the father says: ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŝƐĂŶĞĂƐǇůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƚŽůĞĂƌŶĂŶĚĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐƚŚŝƐ͘
tĞĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐŝƐŐŽŝŶŐƚŽĞŶĚ͘/ŶŽƵƌǀŝƐŝƚƐƚŽƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ
ŽĨDƵƐůŝŵŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐƚĂƌƚƐǁƌŝƟŶŐĂŶŽƚĞŽŶƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƉŝĞƐŽĨƚŚĞ
YƵƌĂŶ͕ǁĞŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚǁĞǁŽƵůĚďĞůĞĂǀŝŶŐƐŽŽŶ͕ďƵƚŝŶŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŚŽƵƐĞƐǁĞĐĂŶ͛ƚ
ŐƵĞƐƐǁŚĞŶǁĞǁŝůůůĞĂǀĞƵŶƟůDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŐĞƚƐƵƉƚŽƐĂǇŐŽŽĚͲďǇĞ͘
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ ƚŚĞ ƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ͕ ĂŌĞƌ ƚŚĞ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚĞ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͕ƐĂǇƐ͗ŽƵƌƐĐƌŝƉƚŝƐĂůƐŽĂŶĐŝĞŶƚ͖ŝƚŐŽĞƐďĂĐŬƚŽƐŽŵĞ17 centuries ago.
zĞƐ͕/ŬŶŽǁ, says the Leader: one of the ancient scripts going back to the scripts inǀĞŶƚĞĚďǇƚŚĞWŚŽĞŶŝĐŝĂŶƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌ^ĞŵŝƟĐƐĐƌŝƉƚƐƐƵĐŚĂƐƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĂŶĚŚĂůĚĞĂŶ͘
dŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŶŽǁƚĞůůƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂďŽƵƚĂĐŽƉǇŽĨƚŚĞEĞǁdĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
which was given to him by their bishop.
ŽǇŽƵŽŌĞŶƌĞĂĚƚŚĞEĞǁdĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚĂŶĚƚŚĞŝďůĞ͍ The Leader asks.
 ـzĞƐ͕ďƵƚǁĞƌĞĂĚƚŚĞŵŝŶWĞƌƐŝĂŶ͖ŝƚ͛ƐĞĂƐŝĞƌĂŶĚŵŽƌĞĐŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝďůĞ͖ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐŽůĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŝƐĚŝĸĐƵůƚĨŽƌƵƐ͕ƵŶĞĚƵĐĂƚĞĚƉĞŽƉůĞ͘^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ/ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞ
ƐŽŵĞƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞƐŝŶďŽƚŚWĞƌƐŝĂŶĂŶĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƚŽƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚƚŚĞŵďĞƩĞƌ͘
Mr. Khamenei says: dŚĞƚƌĂŶƐůĂƟŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞŝďůĞŝŶWĞƌƐŝĂŶĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŽůĚ͕/ĚŽŶ͛ƚ
ŬŶŽǁŝĨƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĂŶǇŶĞǁƚƌĂŶƐůĂƟŽŶƐ͘&ŽƌŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐ͕/ŚĂǀĞŬĞƉƚƚŚĞƐĞƚƌĂŶƐůĂƟŽŶƐ͕ďŽƚŚƚŚĞEĞǁĂŶĚŽůĚdĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚƐŝŶŵǇůŝďƌĂƌǇ͘
dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƚŽŚŝƐƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŶ͕ƉŽlitely says to the Leader: I told him to bring that copy of the Evangel for you to see.
dŚĂƚ͛ƐĮŶĞ, says the Leader.
The son-in-law brings a book and hands it to Mr. Khamenei.
Mr. Khamenei pages through the book and says: is this the Evangel?
ـEŽ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŶŽƚ͘/ƚ͛ƐĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚďŽŽŬĐĂůůĞĚ͞dŚĞƌĞĂƚŚŽĨ'ŽĚ͖͟ŝƚ͛ƐŝŶƚǁŽ
ǀŽůƵŵĞƐ͕ƚŚĞĮƌƐƚǀŽůƵŵĞĐŽǀĞƌƐĞǀĞŶƚƐĨƌŽŵĚĂŵƚŽƚŚĞďŝƌƚŚŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐ
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ŚƌŝƐƚĂŶĚƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚǀŽůƵŵĞŶĂƌƌĂƚĞƐĞǀĞŶƚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞďŝƌƚŚŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐƵƉƚŽ
ƚŚĞƉŽŝŶƚŚĞŝƐĂůŝǀĞ͙
Here the Leader interrupts the son-in-law and says: Jesus is alive, we believe that
:ĞƐƵƐŚƌŝƐƚŝƐƐƟůůĂůŝǀĞ͘
dŚĞ ƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ ŝƐ ĐŽŶĨƵƐĞĚ͖ ŚĞ ĮƌƐƚ ƐĂǇƐ͗ ͚ǇĞƐ͕ ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚ ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ͕͛ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞŶ ŚĞ
ƐĂǇƐ͗ůŝǀĞ͍&ƌŽŵǁŚĂƚĂŶŐůĞ͍͊
The Leader explains: The Quran says they didn’t kill the Messiah but that “Most
certainly they did not kill him, nor did they crucify him, only there was some likeŶĞƐƐƚŽďĂŋĞƚŚĞŵ;YƵƌĂŶ͗157 ,4Ϳ͖ƚŚŽƐĞƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽ͕ŽŶƚŚĞďĂƐŝƐŽĨǁŚĂƚ:ƵĚĂƐƐĂŝĚ͕ŵĂĚĞŵŝƐƚĂŬĞƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĮŶĚ:ĞƐƵƐ͕ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞĞůƐĞǁĂƐĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚĂŶĚ
͞'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇƌĂŝƐĞĚŚŝŵƚŽŚŝŵƐĞůĨ͟;YƵƌĂŶ͗158 ,4). The Leader went on: ChrisƟĂŶƐďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚ:ĞƐƵƐǁĂƐĐƌƵĐŝĮĞĚĂŶĚůĂƚĞƌŚĞǁĂƐƌĂŝƐĞĚƚŽůŝĨĞĂŐĂŝŶďƵƚ/ƐůĂŵŝĐƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƐƐĂǇƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚŬŝůů:ĞƐƵƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĮŶĚŚŝŵĂŶĚƚŚŝŶŐƐǁĞƌĞ
ĐŽŶĨƵƐĞĚŝŶƚŚĞŝƌĞǇĞƐ͕:ĞƐƵƐŚƌŝƐƚǁĂƐƌĂŝƐĞĚƚŽŚĞĂǀĞŶƐ͘dŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĂŶĚ/ƐůĂŵŝĐŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶƐ͗ĂŶĚ:ĞǁƐďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚDĞƐƐŝĂŚĚŝĚŶŽƚ
ĐŽŵĞŝŶƚŽƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚĂƚĂůů͖ƚŚĞǇƐĂǇŚĞǁŝůůĐŽŵĞĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨĚĂǇƐ͘
Next Mr. Khamenei rose and said: /ƚǁĂƐĂƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚŵĞĞƟŶŐ͖ƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶŬƐ
him again and again and the Leader says good-bye to all. I and our companion
begin to leave the house.
The Second Visit , the Same Evening
dŚĞŶĞǆƚĨĂŵŝůǇƚŽǀŝƐŝƚŝƐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌĂŐŚͲĂƐĂƌŝĂŶ͘KŶƚŚĞǁĂǇ/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĂƚǁŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁĂƐWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ǁĞĂƚĮƌƐƚĚŝĚŶŽƚŚĂǀĞĂŶǇůŝƐƚŽĨ
ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂŶĚǁĞŚĂĚƚŽŐŽƚŽƐŽŵĞĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶƐƵĐŚĂƐEĂƌŵĂŬ͕
DĂũŝĚŝǇĂŚĂŶĚsĂŚŝĚŝĂŚǁŚĞƌĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶůŝǀĞĚƚŽŵĂŬĞĞŶƋƵŝƌŝĞƐŝŶƚŚŝƐƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ
ŽƌĂƐŬƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽƐĞƐƵƌŶĂŵĞĞŶĚĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐƵĸǆ͞ͲŝĂŶ͟ĂŶĚĂƐŬƚŚĞŵĂďŽƵƚ
families of martyrs and they would tell they know some families whose sons
ǁĞƌĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞǁĂƌƐƵĐŚĂƐǀĂŶĞƐŝĂŶ͕ǌŽƵƌŝĂŶĂŶĚĂŐŚͲĂƐĂƌŝĂŶ͘
Ƶƚ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁǁŚǇĂŐŚͲĂƐĂƌŝĂŶŝƐƐŽĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌƚŽŵĞ͘
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ǁĞĞŶƚĞƌƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞ͖ƚŚĞƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂŶĚƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĂƌĞĂƚ
ŚŽŵĞ͘ŌĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͛ĂŶĚĂƐŬŝŶŐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞŝƌŚĞĂůƚŚ͕/ƚĂůŬƚŽƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌ
about the Leader coming to visit them but he is not at all surprised and when he
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tells his parents about it, they are very happy hearing it but not surprised, as if
ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚďĞĨŽƌĞŚĂŶĚ͊dŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŝƐƐŽŚĂƉƉǇ͖ŚĞŬŝƐƐĞƐŵĞĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ͗
/ƐŝƚƌĞĂůůǇƚƌƵĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ͚ƌĞǀĞƌĞŶƚĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ŝƐĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͍
ZĞǀĞƌĞŶƚĨĂƚŚĞƌŝƐŚŽǁƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂĚĚƌĞƐƐƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶďŝƐŚŽƉƐĂŶĚƉƌŝĞƐƚƐ͘tŚĞŶ
/ĐŽŶĮƌŵƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐǀŝƐŝƚ͕ŚĞŬŝƐƐĞƐŵĞĂŐĂŝŶ͕ŚĞŝƐŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůǇŚĂƉƉǇĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ
ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘dŚĞŶŚĞďĞŐŝŶƐƚĂůŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƐŽŶ͛ƐĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ͗
,ŝƐŶĂŵĞŝƐsĂŚŝŬ͕ŚĞǁĂƐďŝŐͲďƵŝůƚĂƐǁĞůůĂƐĐŚŝǀĂůƌŽƵƐ͕ǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌŚĞƐƉŽƩĞĚĂŶ
ŽůĚŵĂŶŽƌŽůĚǁŽŵĂŶǁĂŝƟŶŐŝŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚ͕ŚĞǁŽƵůĚƚĂŬĞƚŚĞŵƚŽƚŚĞŝƌŚŽŵĞ
without charging them. He was also very well-mannered and polite. Whenever
he came home on leave, the atmosphere in our house would completely change.
Once he came at about two in the morning and went to his elder brother Robert
who was in deep sleep, he made a lot of noise, woke him up and said to him: why
are you sleeping, get up and eat some pomegranates! He had bought a box of
ƚŚĞĨĂŵŽƵƐƉŽŵĞŐƌĂŶĂƚĞƐŝŶ^ĂĂǀĞŚ͘/ƚŚŝŶŬǁĞĂůůĂƚĞƉŽŵĞŐƌĂŶĂƚĞƐƟůůŵŽƌŶing and laughed at the jokes and funny anecdotes that Vahik told concerning the
goings-on in the war-fronts.
dŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌǁĂƐĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐŚŝƐŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶŽĨsĂŚŝŬǁŚĞŶŚĞƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇƐƚŽƉƉĞĚĂŶĚ
ƚĞĂƌƐĐĂŵĞŝŶƚŽĞǇĞƐ͘ŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐŚĞǁĞŶƚŽŶ͗dŚĞǀĞƌǇůĂƐƚƟŵĞŚĞ
went back to the fronts, he said goodbye to all of us and went out of the house
but he stopped in the street, came back and kissed my hands and his mother’s
ŚĂŶĚƐĂŐĂŝŶĂƐƚŚŽƵŐŚŚĞǁĂƐƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐǁĂƐƚŚĞůĂƐƚƟŵĞŚĞĐŽƵůĚƐĞĞƵƐ͊
ŶĚĂĨĞǁǁĞĞŬƐĂŌĞƌƚŚŝƐŚĞ͕ǁŚŝůĞĚƌŝǀŝŶŐĂũĞĞƉ͕ǁĞŶƚŽǀĞƌĂŶĂŶƟͲƚĂŶŬŵŝŶĞ
and all was over.
/ƉƵƚŵǇŚĂŶĚƐŽŶƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ƐƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌƐĂŶĚƐƉŽŬĞƐŽŵĞǁŽƌĚƐŽĨĐŽŶƐŽůĂƟŽŶ͘
/͛ŵƐƟůůƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐǁŚǇƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶĚďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁĞƌĞŶŽƚƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚǁŚĞŶ/ƚŽůĚƚŚĞŵ
ĂďŽƵƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞŵ͘/ƐĂǇƚŽŵǇƐĞůĨ͗DĂǇďĞǁĞ͛ǀĞďĞĞŶŚĞƌĞďĞfore, but I am certain we never came to this district and this house.
While I look around for further security checks, I see a big, framed photo of
/ŵĂŵ<ŚŽŵĞŝŶŝ͕ƚŚĞŬŝŶĚŽĨƉŚŽƚŽƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĨŽƌWĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶƐĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐKĸĐĞŐŝǀĞƐŽƵƚ͘/ƚĂŬĞƚŚĞƉŚŽƚŽ͕ŐŽƚŽƚŚĞŵĂŶĚĂƐŬ͗,ĂƐ
Mr. Khamenei ever visited you before?
ŶĚƚŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌŝƐ͗zĞƐ͕ďƵƚƚŚĂƚǁĂƐŝŶŽƵƌŽůĚŚŽƵƐĞ͘
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 ـWhy didn’t you tell us this?
ـzŽƵŶĞǀĞƌĂƐŬĞĚ͘
 ـOkay, I didn’t ask but shouldn’t you have told us?
 ـBe honest, if you were in our place, would you have revealed it!
I see that the brother is right, honestly if I knew that Mr. Khamenei was coming
to see me, I wouldn’t reveal that I have already met him.
I inform the accompanying team about this through my wireless and they say
they’ll be here in a minute and then, before I see Mr. Khamenei, I hear his voice:
Salaam, may we come in?
ŌĞƌƐŽŵĞĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇƚĂůŬ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ǁĞůů͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚƟŵĞǁĞĐĂŵĞ
to you!
dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌǁŚŽƌĞĂůůǇƐĞĞŵƐĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚƐĂǇƐ͗ůĂƐƚƟŵĞ/ǁĂƐŶŽƚŝŶdĞŚran and I was really upset about this and now I thank God that you came again.
He then explains that he had once seen Mr. Khamenei for a minute: I was invited
ƚŽĂĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇĂƚƚŚĞKĸĐĞƌƐŽůůĞŐĞĂŶĚ/ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĨƌŽŵWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ
Khamenei as a martyr’s father.
,ĞƚŚĞŶĂĚĚƐ͗zŽƵ͛ƌĞƌĞĂůůǇǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͕ŵĂǇ'ŽĚĂůǁĂǇƐƉƌŽƚĞĐƚǇŽƵ͕ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞƚŚĞ
apple of our eyes, you always remember the families of martyrs.
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dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽ͛ƐũƵƐƚůŽŽŬŝŶŐĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŝŶĂĚŵŝƌĂƟŽŶ͕ƐĞĞŵƐ
ƚŽďĞŶŽƚŇƵĞŶƚŝŶWĞƌƐŝĂŶĂŶĚĂŶƐǁĞƌƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐĞŶƋƵŝƌŝĞƐĂŌĞƌŚĞƌŚĞĂůƚŚŝŶ
broken Persian. Then the Leader asks about the age of their martyred son.
and she says: He was twenty-two, and adds: May the souls of all martyrs be conƚĞŶƚǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͛ƐĞīŽƌƚƐ͘dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬƐ͗was he married?
 ـNo, he wasn’t.
dŚĞŶƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐǁŚĂƚĂǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůďĂƩĞƌǇͲŵĂŬĞƌŚĞǁĂƐ͖ŚĞŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽ
buy an old car, repaired it through his technical know-how and he gave this car
ƚŽŚŝƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗dŚŝƐŝƐĨŽƌǇŽƵ͕/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁŝĨ/͛ůůďĞĂďůĞƚŽĚƌŝǀĞŝƚ͘ƚƚŚĞ
fronts he was always asked to engage in technical works rather than taking part
ŝŶĂƌŵĞĚŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘
ƵƚsĂŚŝŬǁĂƐĂŵĂŶŽĨǁĂƌƚŽŽ͘ƐĂŶĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ŽŶĐĞŚŝƐŐĂƌƌŝƐŽŶ͛ƐůŽƵĚͲƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ
ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞƐƚŚĂƚŽƵƌƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐĨĂĐŝŶŐƚŚĞĞŶĞŵǇĂƌĞƵŶĚĞƌŚĞĂǀǇĮƌĞĂŶĚǁĞŶĞĞĚ
ƚŽŐŝǀĞƚŚĞŵƋƵŝĐŬƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘,ĞĂƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐsĂŚŝŬ͕ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚĂƐŬŝŶŐŚŝƐĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌ͕
takes up his weapon, starts a car which did not have a switch and drives to the
ƐƉŽƚ͖ŚĞŵĂŶĂŐĞƐƚŽƐĂǀĞƚŚĞůŝǀĞƐŽĨ8 soldiers and brings them back safely.
His commander grants him a -20day leave for his fearless act, but he doesn’t
accept it saying: in these circumstances, we should all stay put, we’ll have leave
ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞǁĂƌŝƐŽǀĞƌ͕ŶŽǁŝƚ͛ƐƟŵĞƚŽĮŐŚƚ͘
dŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ ĂŌĞƌ ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ ǁŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ ƐĂŝĚ ĂŶĚ ƉƌĂŝƐŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕ ĂƐŬƐ͗
tŚĂƚ͛ƐǇŽƵƌŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ͍
dŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌƌĞƉůŝĞƐ͗&ŝƌƐƚ/ǁĂƐĂĨĂƌŵĞƌŝŶ<ŚŽŵĞŝŶ͕ďƵƚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ^ŚĂŚ͛ƐĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞůĂŶĚͲƌĞĨŽƌŵƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕/ŚĂĚƚŽĐŽŵĞƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶ͖/ǁŽƌŬĞĚǁŝƚŚƐŽŵĞŵĞĂƚ
ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŶŽǁ/ĂŵĂĐĂƌĚͲďĞĂƌŝŶŐ͕ĮƌƐƚĐůĂƐƐďƵƚĐŚĞƌ͘
I see, says the Leader
ـƵƚŶŽǁ/ĂŵƌĞƟƌĞĚ͘
The Leader says: ƵƚĐŚĞƌǇĂŶĚƌĞƟƌĞŵĞŶƚ͍zŽƵĐĂŶĂůǁĂǇƐĚŽƚŚĞďƵƚĐŚĞƌ͛ƐũŽď
and there are always plenty of customers!
ـEŽ͕Ɛŝƌ͕/ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞĂƐŚŽƉŽĨŵǇŽǁŶ͕/ǁĂƐĂĮƌƐƚͲĐůĂƐƐďƵƚĐŚĞƌǁŝƚŚ
ƐŽŵĞƐĂƵƐĂŐĞͲƉƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐĮƌŵ͘
Well, what do you do, young gentleman? The Leader asks the elder brother of
the martyr.
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 ـI am now selling what my father used to prepare! Sausages, minced and
ƐƚƵīĞĚŵĞĂƚĂŶĚƚŚĞůŝŬĞ͖ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐůǇ/ƵƐĞĚƚŽƌĞƉĂŝƌŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŽƌƐ͕ŝŶƐƚĂůů
ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚŝŶĨĂĐƚŽƌŝĞƐďƵƚƚŚĞĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐůĞĚŵĞƚŽŵǇƉƌĞƐĞŶƚũŽď͘
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁŝƐŚĞƐƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŝŶŚŝƐŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƐĂǇƐƚŽŚŝŵ͗
zŽƵŵƵƐƚǀĂůƵĞĂŶĚƌĞǀĞƌĞƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨǇŽƵƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂůůƚŚĞƟŵĞ͘
The father puts his hand on his chest and thanks the Leader and says: I am really
ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚĂŶĚŚĂƉƉǇǁŝƚŚĂůůŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ͕ƐŽŶƐ͕ƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁĂŶĚĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌͲŝŶͲůĂǁ͖
I have 17 ŐƌĂŶĚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ ŽŶĞ ďĞƩĞƌ ƚŚĂŶ ƚŚĞ ŽƚŚĞƌ͊ / ĂůǁĂǇƐ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ 'ŽĚ ŝŶ
ĞǀĞƌǇĂīĂŝƌ͕ĞǀĞŶŶŽǁǁŚĞŶǇŽƵ͛ǀĞĐŽŵĞƚŽŽƵƌŚƵŵďůĞŚŽƵƐĞ͕/ďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚ͛ƐĂƐŝŐŶ
of God, God has sent you to tell me how grateful I am that He remember me too.
It has been my duty, says the Leader.
ƐƚŚŝƐŝƐƚŚĞůĂƐƚǀŝƐŝƚƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĐŽƵůĚƐƚĂǇĂůŝƩůĞůŽŶŐĞƌ͘dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐŚŽǁŐŽŽĚĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇƚŚĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ
ĂŶĚDƵƐůŝŵ^Śŝ͛ŝƚĞƐĂƌĞ͕ĂŶĚŚŽǁƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝƐƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞ
Islamic Republic.
,ĞĂĚĚƐ͗/ŚĂǀĞǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚŚŽǁŽƵƌƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƐŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĨƵůĮůůĞĚĞĂƌůŝĞƌƚŚĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƐ͊
 ـThank God you are pleased.
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ـzĞƐǁĞĂƌĞƉůĞĂƐĞĚ͘
dŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂƐŬƐŽŶĞŽĨŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐƚŽďƌŝŶŐƚŚĞŐŝŌƐĂŶĚŚĂŶĚƐŽŶĞ
to each parent and adds: these are some small keep-sakes for remembering our
ŵĞĞƟŶŐƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘
ƚŚĞƉĂƌĞŶƚƐďŽƚŚŬŝƐƐƚŚĞŐŝŌƐĂŶĚƚŚĂŶŬƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŐĂŝŶ͘
When Mr. Khamenei gets up to go, he asks: will you allow me to leave you?
The martyr’s father says smiling: What shall I say truthfully, I don’t want you
to leave!
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͗with your permission, lady.
dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌƐŵŝůĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĂŶŬƐŚŝŵŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͘
The Leader then says: DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŬĞĞƉǇŽƵĂůůƵŶĚĞƌŚŝƐƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͘
ŶĚ ƚŚƵƐ ƚŚĞ ƐĞĐŽŶĚ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŵŝůǇ ŽĨ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ sĂŚŝŬ ĂŐŚͲĂƐĂƌŝĂŶ
comes to end.
***

&ĂƚŚĞƌŶĚƌŽƚŚĞƌŽĨDĂƌƚǇƌsĂŚŝŬĂŐŚĚĂƐĂƌŝĂŶ ـNovember, 2014

Seventeen
Chemical Martyr
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The families of MartyrsWŝǇŝƌDĂƌŽŶͲĚĞŚ͕
ŶĚKĚŝƐŚƵĂĚĞůͲĂǀŽŽĚ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1991ͬ1ͬ12 & 1987ͬ1ͬ1

The Photo of

Martyr Piyir Maroun-Adeh
Martyred in Soumar, Kermanshah
Martyred on 1987ͬ8ͬ11

The Photo of

Martyr Odishu Badel-Davood
Martyred on 1983ͬ5ͬ18

Please, come and sit down, lady mother, how are you? The Leader asks.
 ـ/͛ŵĮŶĞ͕ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚ͘
 ـPlease bring me a photo of your martyr, how old was he?
 ـTwenty years exactly.
 ـWas he your eldest son?
ـ,ĞǁĂƐǇŽƵŶŐĞƌƚŚĂŶĂĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͖/ŚĂǀĞĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƐŽŶǇŽƵŶŐĞƌƚŚĂŶŚŝŵ͘
 ـHow about this gentleman?
 ـHe’s my son-in-law and this is my daughter.
The Leader then says: DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇƌĞǁĂƌĚǇŽƵƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ͘zŽƵƌƐŽŶĨŽƵŐŚƚ
ŝŶĂŐŽŽĚĐĂƵƐĞĂŶĚǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͖ŚĞĨŽƵŐŚƚĨŽƌƚŚĞŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞŽĨŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͕ŚŝƐ ƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐŚŽŵĞ͕ŝŶ ĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨ ƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ ĂŶĚŝŶ ĨĂĐƚŝŶ ĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨ
ƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞŶĂƟŽŶ͘ĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇŝƚ͛ƐŚĂƌĚĨŽƌǇŽƵ͕ĨŽƌĂŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŝƚ͛ƐĂŐƌĞĂƚƐŽƌƌŽǁ͕
ŐƌŝĞĨĨŽƌĂǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶŝƐŚĞĂƌƚͲďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ͕ďƵƚŝĨǇŽƵĂƌĞƉĂƟĞŶƚ͕ǇŽƵ͛ůůŚĂǀĞŐƌĞĂƚ
ƌĞǁĂƌĚƐǁŝƚŚ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͘
dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁĂƌĞƐŝƫŶŐŽŶƚŚĞůĞŌƐŝĚĞŽĨDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂŶĚƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌŽŶŚŝƐƌŝŐŚƚ͘ŶĚƌĂŶĐŽ͕ƚŚĞ4 year
old niece of the martyr is playing in the room. The martyr’s mother seems to be
ǀĞƌǇŚĂƉƉǇĨŽƌƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐďƵƚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌũƵƐƚůŽŽŬŽŶĂŶĚ
couldn’t believe the Leader is there.
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dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĞĞŵƐƚŽŚĂǀĞŬŶŽǁŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐǀŝƐŝƚ͖ƐŝŶĐĞƚŚŝƐŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ
when she received a call informing her about a guest this evening, she somehow
felt that she’ll have an important guest. Thus when, a couple of minutes before the leader’s arrival, she was told that the guest was Mr. Khamenei, she was
happy but not suprised. The brother and sister didn’t know anything. Mother
ŚĂĚƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĚŚŝƐƐŽŶĂƚƚŚĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝƚǇĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚĂƐŬŝŶŐŚŝŵƚŽĐŽŵĞŚŽŵĞ
earlier and the sister had telephoned her mother by chance to say that she and
ůĨƌĞĚ ĐŽŵĞ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ŚĞƌ ƚŚŝƐ ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘ ŶĚ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŚĞǇ ĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ͕ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ĚŝĚ ŶŽƚ
ƚĞůůƚŚĞŵĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͘ĞƐŝĚĞƐ͕ŝƚǁĂƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƟŵĞĂŶĚƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶƐŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇ
been made.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬƐƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁŚŽ͛ƐƐŝůĞŶƚůǇƐŝƫŶŐŽŶĂŶĂƌŵĐŚĂŝƌ͗
 ـWell, what do you do, dear son?
ـ/ǁŽƌŬĂƚĂďƌĂŶĐŚŽĨƚŚĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝƚǇĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͘
 ـWhy didn’t go on with your studies?
ـ/ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƚŚƌĞĞǇĞĂƌƐŽĨŵǇŚŝŐŚͲƐĐŚŽŽůďƵƚ/ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬƐƚŚĞƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͘
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He says he works at a gas company.
Then Mr. Khamenei asks the martyr’s mother, whose face looks older than she
really is, ŚĂǀĞǇŽƵŚĂĚĂŶǇŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͍
 ـNo, I just keep and run the house.
 ـWhere is the martyr’s father?
ـ,ŝƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐŝůů͖ŚĞǁĞŶƚƚŽYĂǌǀŝŶƚŽǀŝƐŝƚŚŝŵ͘,Ğ͛ƐŚĂĚƚŽƐƚĂǇĂƚ
home since 6 years ago because he was badly injured in a car accident.
 ـWhat was his job?
 ـHe was a driver, he had his own car and then he had this accident.
ـ/ƐŚĞŶŽǁƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐĨƌŽŵĂŶǇďŽĚŝůǇĚĞĨĞĐƚ͍
 ـNo, only his sight is very weak. In that accident he received a hard blow
ŽŶŚŝƐŚĞĂĚ͖ŝƚĂīĞĐƚĞĚŚŝƐďƌĂŝŶĂŶĚŚŝƐƐŝŐŚƚ͘,ĞǁĂƐƚƌĞĂƚĞĚĨŽƌ4 months
at Imam Khomeini Hospital.
Well, we were told that martyr Piyir was a high-school student when his father
ƐƵīĞƌĞĚŝŶƚŚĂƚĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚĂŶĚŚĞ͕ĂƐƚŚĞĞůĚĞƐƚĐŚŝůĚ͕ƐƚŽƉĞĚŚŝƐƐƚƵĚŝĞƐƚŽǁŽƌŬ
and earn some money, he worked in many workshops as a technical hand.
Then when he reached the age of 18, he said: I must go to the war-fronts to deĨĞŶĚŵǇĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚŵǇŚŽŶŽƵƌ͖ĂƐŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌǁĂƐŝŶǀĂůŝĚ͕ŚĞĐŽƵůĚďĞĞǆĞŵƉƚ
from ordinary military service but he did not take advantage of this.
EŽǁƚŚĞƌĞŝƐƐŝůĞŶĐĞĨŽƌƐŽŵĞŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĂŌĞƌŶĂƌƌĂƟŶŐĂďŽƵƚ
his husband and his martyred son, could not go on talking. Then Mr. Khamenei
ůŽŽŬƐĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞƌŽŽŵĂŶĚĂĨƌĂŵĞĚƉŚŽƚŽŽĨĂĐŚŝůĚĂƩƌĂĐƚƐŚŝƐĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͖ŚĞ
asks: ŝƐƚŚŝƐůŝƩůĞŽŶĞƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽ͍
 ـNo, he’s Branco, my grand-son.
The son-in-law gets up to bring tea and Mr. Khamenei says: ŽŶ͛ƚƚƌŽƵďůĞǇŽƵƌself, let’s be together, we can go on without drinking tea!
ـEŽ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ŝƚ͛ƐƐŽŵĞĮŶĞ͕ĨƌĞƐŚƚĞĂ͘
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐŵŽƚŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚŚĞƌŽƌŝŐŝŶĂŶĚĂďŽƵƚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐǁŚŽůŝǀĞŝŶ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƉůĂĐĞƐŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͘^ŚĞƐĂǇƐƚŚĂƚƐŚĞ͛ƐŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇĨƌŽŵ<ĞƌŵĂŶƐŚĂŚ͘
 ـThe martyr’s name was Piyir, wasn’t it?
ـzĞƐƐŝƌ͘
ـŽƵůĚǇŽƵƚĞůůƵƐĂůŝƩůĞŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚŚŝŵ͍
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Mother, in a voice that is fading, says a few broken words: whatever I say, will not
ďĞĞŶŽƵŐŚ͕ŚĞǁĂƐ͙ĂŐŽŽĚ͕ŐŽŽĚ͙ďŽǇ͘
Mr. Khamenei shakes his head and says: He must have been.ŶĚŚĞƐƚŽƉƐĨŽƌĂ
few moments for the mother to become calm, but she starts weeping loud and
tears run down her cheeks and the sister and the brother, watching mother,
begin to weep too: they have a common grief. The son-in-law tries to stop them
but the leader says: Let them weep, weeping is not a bad thing, weeping makes
the heart lighter, the kind of weeping that makes you faint is not good but if one
ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐƐŚĞĚƐƚĞĂƌƐ͕ŝƚŝƐŶŽƚŚĂƌŵĨƵů͘
Then Mr. Khamenei asks the son-in-law about their church in Tehran. He says: It
is here.
ـzŽƵŵĞĂŶŝƚŝƐŶĞĂƌ͍
ـzĞƐŝƚ͛ƐŚĞƌĞ͊
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŶŽƟĐĞƐƚŚĂƚŚĞŝƐĂůŝƩůĞĐŽŶĨƵƐĞĚĂŶĚǁŽƌƌŝĞƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚƌĞĞŽƚŚĞƌ
ƉĞŽƉůĞǁĞĞƉŝŶŐ͖ƐŽŚĞĂƐŬƐŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐ͖What’s the name of the street we’re in?
dŚĞǇĂŶƐǁĞƌ͗ŝƚ͛Ɛ'ŚĂīĂƌ^ƚƌĞĞƚ͘
 ـI see, so your church is located in this very street.
zĞƐ͕ƐĂǇƐƚŚĞƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ
 ـWho’s your priest, preacher or bishop in Tehran?
dŚĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ǁŚŽ ŶŽǁ ĨĞĞůƐ ďĞƩĞƌ ĂŌĞƌ ŚĞƌ ǁĞĞƉŝŶŐ ĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ͗ ŚĞ ŝƐ
WƌŝĞƐƚƌƚƵƌ͘
ـŽĞƐŚĞĂůƐŽĐŽŵĞĨƌŽŵ<ĞƌŵĂŶƐŚĂŚ͍
ـEŽ͕,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͕ŚĞ͛ƐĨƌŽŵhƌƵŵŝĂ͘
ƐhƌƵŵŝĂŝƐŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚĞůůƐƚŚĞŵĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐŵĞŵŽƌǇŽĨŵĞĞƟŶŐĂŶƐƐǇƌian family from there about 5 years ago and so changes the atmosphere in the room:
ـtĞǁĞŶƚƚŽǀŝƐŝƚĂŶƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽĂďŽƵƚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƟŵĞ͕ƚŚĞǇ
ǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽĨƌŽŵhƌƵŵŝĂ͘dŚĞǇƚŽůĚŵĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŝƌĨĂƐƟŶŐƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶƐĂŶĚ
ƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƚŚĞŶĨĂƐƟŶŐƚŽďĞŐ'ŽĚĨŽƌƚŚĞŚĞĂůƚŚŽĨĂŶĞǁͲďŽƌŶďŽǇ͘
dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ƚŚĞǇŵƵƐƚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĚĞƌǀŝƐŚĞƐ͘
True, says the Leader, and adds: they showed us the photos of some sheep they
ŚĂĚƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĚĨŽƌƚŚŝƐƐƉĞĐŝĂůďŽǇ͕ƚŚĞǀĞƌǇďŽǇǁŚŽǁĂƐůĂƚĞƌƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĚŝŶƚŚĞ
path of God.
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The Previous Visit
The visit remembered by the Leader goes back some 5 years when Mr. KhameŶĞŝǀŝƐŝƚĞĚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌKĚŝƐŚĂĚĞůͲĂǀŽŽĚĂƚĂďŽƵƚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ1987.
dŚŝƐǀŝƐŝƚƚƵƌŶĞĚŝŶƚŽĂǁĂƌŵĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘ůƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ
ŚĂĚĂůƐŽƉĂƐƐĞĚĂǁĂǇĂĨĞǁĚĂǇƐĂŌĞƌŚŝƐƐŽŶ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ƚŚĞƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůŵŽŽĚ
ŽĨƚŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇǁĂƐŵŽƐƚĮƌŵĂŶĚƐƚƌŽŶŐ͘dŚĞŽŶĞƐǁŚŽĚŝĚƚĂůŬŵŽƐƚǁŝƚŚDƌ͘
Khamenei were the martyr’s mother and martyr’s younger sister and brother.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌďĞŐĂŶƚŚĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶďǇĂƐŬŝŶŐƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͗
ـƌĞƚŚĞƐĞǇŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ůĂĚǇ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐƐŝƐƚĞƌĂŶĚďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͘
ـŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͍
ـzĞƐ͕/ŚĂǀĞƚǁŽŽƚŚĞƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŵĂƌƌŝĞĚĂŶĚůŝǀĞŝŶhƌƵŵŝĂ͕/
had 5 children, Odishu was my eldest son.
DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŬĞĞƉƚŚĞŵĨŽƌǇŽƵƵŶĚĞƌ,ŝƐƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ, prays the Leader,
and then asks the brother:
 ـWhat do you do, young man?
 ـI’m a student.
ـƚǁŚŝĐŚƐƚĂŐĞĂƌĞǇŽƵƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐ͍
ـdŚĞĮƌƐƚǇĞĂƌŽĨŚŝŐŚͲƐĐŚŽŽů͘
dŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŶŽƟĐĞƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌŝƐƐƟůůƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐƚŽŚŝƐĐŽŵpanion: Why don’t you bring a chair for this lady?
He then asks her: Well, what do you do?
 ـI’m also studying.
 ـWhat grade?
 ـSecond year of junior high-school.
The Leader, who had already prayed for the martyr’s mother, adds: May God
protect and bless these children for you and bring happiness into your hearts.
He then says to the mother: zŽƵƐĂŝĚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌǁĂƐǇŽƵƌĞůĚĞƐƚƐŽŶ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐ͘
 ـWas he married?
 ـNo, he was a dervish!
dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĞŶƐĞĚƚŚĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĚŽĞƐŶŽƚŬŶŽǁŵƵĐŚĂďŽƵƚ͚ĚĞƌǀŝƐŚĞƐ͛
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ŝŶƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĨŽƌŚĞĂƐŬĞĚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͗dĞůůŵĞĞǆĂĐƚůǇǁŚĂƚƚŚŝƐ͚ďĞŝŶŐĂ
ĚĞƌǀŝƐŚ͛ŝƐŝŶǇŽƵƌƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘
dŚĞǇĂůůĞǆƉůĂŝŶĞĚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐďƵƚƚŚĞŝƌĞǆƉůĂŶĂƟŽŶƐǁĞƌĞŶŽƚĐůĞĂƌ͘
The Leader then said:
ـzŽƵŵĞĂŶƚŚĂƚǇŽƵďĞŐŐĞĚ'ŽĚƚŽŐƌĂŶƚǇŽƵƚŚŝƐƐŽŶĂŶĚǇŽƵǀŽǁĞĚƚŚĂƚ
he’ll be a dervish up to the age of seven?
zĞƐ͕ǇĞƐ͕ƚŚĞǇƌĞƉůǇ͘
ـŶĚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐŽĨĂĚĞƌǀŝƐŚŝƐƚŚĂƚŚĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚŵĂƌƌǇ͍
 ـNo, only we never cut his hair for seven years, then when he reaches 8,
we cut his hair, weigh the hair and give bank-notes of the same weight to
our church.
dŚĞŶ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ Ă ĨĞǁ ƉŚŽƚŽƐ ŽĨ ŚŝƐ ƐŽŶ ŝŶ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ ĂŐĞƐ ĂŶĚ Dƌ͘
Khamenei carefully looked at each photo.
dŚĞŶƐŚĞƚĂůŬĞĚĂůŝƩůĞŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƐŽŶ͗zŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ŚĞǁĂƐůŝŬĞĂ
ƉƌŽƉŚĞƚ͕ŚĞƌĞĂůůǇǁŽƌƐŚŝƉƉĞĚ'ŽĚ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĂůƐŽĂƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ŚĞƵƐĞĚƚŽ
ĨĂƐƚĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͘
That is wonderful, says Mr. Khamenei.
^ŚĞĂĚĚƐ͗/ƐǁĞĂƌƚŽ'ŽĚƚŚĂƚǁĞĚŝĚŶŽƚĨĂƐƚŽŌĞŶ͕ďƵƚŚĞĚŝĚ͘
dŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬĞĚƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶǁĂǇŽĨĨĂƐƟŶŐ͗
ĂŶǇƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌŵŽŶƚŚ͕ŚŽǁůŽŶŐ͍
dŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚŽŶĞĐĂƐĞďƵƚŚŝƐƐŝƐƚĞƌǁŚŽŽŌĞŶĨĂƐƚĞĚůŝŬĞ
ŚĞƌŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚďƌŽƚŚĞƌŚĂĚĂĨƵůůĞƌŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶ͗
 ـWe have a -3ĚĂǇĨĂƐƟŶŐŝŶƚŚĞŶĂŵĞŽĨƚŚĞƉƌŽƉŚĞƚ:ŽŶĂƐ͕15 days in the
name of Holy Mary, 25 days for the birth of Jesus Christ, 50 days for the
ZĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶŽĨ:ĞƐƵƐƉůƵƐĂůůtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐĂŶĚ&ƌŝĚĂǇƐŝŶƚŚĞĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ͘KƵƌ
ĨĂƐƟŶŐ ŵĞĂŶƐ ŶŽƚ ĞĂƟŶŐ ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ ƌĞůĂƚĞƐ ƚŽ ĂŶŝŵĂů ƐƵĐŚ ĂƐ ŵĞĂƚ͕
eggs and dairy products.
Finally it should be said Odishu,s body was never found.
dŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌĚŝĞĚƐŚŽƌƚůǇĂŌĞƌŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƐŽŶ͘dŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨKĚŝƐŚƵ͕ŽŶ
ƚŚĞƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƉƌŝĞƐƚ͕ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚƚŽďƵƌǇƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌŝŶĂŐƌĂǀĞŝŶŚŝƐŶĂŵĞ͖ƚŚĂƚǁĂƐƚŚĞďƵŶĐŚŽĨŚŝƐŚĂŝƌƵƉƚŽƚŚĞĂŐĞŽĨ8
ǁŚŝĐŚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƐƟůůŬĞƉƚŝŶĂƐĂĨĞƉůĂĐĞ͘
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dŚĞƚŽŵďŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌKĚŝƐŚƵĂĚĞůͲĂǀŽŽĚĂŶĚŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ

***
dŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ĨĞǁ ƉĂŐĞƐ ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ ƚŚĞ ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŵŝůǇ ŽĨ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ KĚŝshu which the Leader remembered and we described it further according to our
ŶŽƚĞƐ͖ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐǁŚǇǁĞŝŶƐĞƌƚĞĚŝƚƐŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶŚĞƌĞ͘EŽǁǁĞŐŽďĂĐŬƚŽDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌWŝǇŝƌDĂƌŽƵŶͲĚĞŚ͘
***
ŌĞƌDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŽůĚƚŚĞŵĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚKĚŝƐŚƵ͛ƐĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ŚĞƚĂůŬĞĚ
ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐůŝǀŝŶŐŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ͘,ĞĂƐŬĞĚ͗ŚŽǁŵĂŶǇƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐ
live in Tehran, how many families, do you know?
The mother says: I don’t know exactly, perhaps 400 families, possibly more.
ـŽǇŽƵŵĂƌƌǇĂŵŽŶŐǇŽƵƌŽǁŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽƌǇŽƵĐŽƵůĚŵĂƌƌǇŽƚŚĞƌƐ͍
ـtŚĂƚĞǀĞƌŝƐŽŶĞ͛ƐĚĞƐƟŶǇ͘
ـ,ŽǁĂďŽƵƚŽƚŚĞƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͕ƐƵĐŚĂƐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ͕ĚŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞŐŽŽĚ
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵ͍
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ـzĞƐ͕ǁĞĚŽ͘
ـKĨĐŽƵƌƐĞƚŚĞŝƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶďĞůŝĞĨƐĚŝīĞƌĨƌŽŵǇŽƵƌƐ͕ĚŽŶ͛ƚƚŚĞǇ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĐĞƌƚĂŝŶĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ͘
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͗tĞůů͕ŶŽŵĂƩĞƌǁŚĂƚǇŽƵƌƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌƌĞligion is, if one possesses good, moral characters, if one behaves responsibly,
ŝĨŽŶĞ͛ƐƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐǁŝƚŚŽƚŚĞƌĐƌĞĂƚƵƌĞƐŽĨ'ŽĚĂƌĞďĂƐĞĚŽŶŚƵŵďůĞŶĞƐƐ͕ŝĨŽŶĞ
ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚƚĞůůůŝĞƐ͕ŝĨŽŶĞĂǀŽŝĚƐǀŝĐĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐĚĞĐĞŝƚ͕ďĂĐŬͲďŝƟŶŐĂŶĚǀŝůĞĂĐƚƐ͕ƚŚĞŶ
he or she will be a good servant of God. Of course each religion thinks that it is
ƚŚĞƌŝŐŚƞƵůŽŶĞ͕ŶŽƚŽƚŚĞƌƐ͖ǇĞƚŽŶĞŵƵƐƚĞŶŚĂŶĐĞŽŶĞ͛ƐďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ͕ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞĂŶĚ
ŵŽƌĂůƐ͖ƚŚŝƐŝƐŵŽƐƚŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͘
EŽǁŝƚƐĞĞŵƐƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂŶĚŚŝƐŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶŽĨĞǀĞŶƚƐŚĂǀĞ
ƌĞĂůůǇĐŚĂŶŐĞĚƚŚĞĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞĂŶĚďƌŽƵŐŚƚŐůĂĚŶĞƐƐƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĨĂĐĞ͖ůŝƩůĞ
Branco has also contributed to the changed atmosphere by running around and
ŵĂŬŝŶŐŶŽŝƐĞ͖ŚĞŐƌĂďƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐǁĂůŬŝŶŐͲƐƟĐŬĂŶĚƌĂŶĐŽ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌŐĞƚƵƉƚŽ
ƚĂŬĞƚŚĞƐƟĐŬĨƌŽŵŚŝŵďƵƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗let the boy go on with his game
and have fun. The Leader then picks up his cup of tea and says to mother: you
told me what an excellent boy your son was.
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,ĞǁĂƐǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů͕ƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐĂŶĚĂĚĚƐ͗ŌĞƌŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞ
in our district, Muslims and non-Muslims took part in his funeral and mourning
ĐĞƌĞŵŽŶŝĞƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĂůůĨĞůƚƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƐŽŶƐŚĂĚďĞĞŶŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͖ƚŚĞƉƌĂǇĞƌƐůĞĂĚĞƌ
ŽĨŽƵƌĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚŵŽƐƋƵĞǁĂƐƚŚĞƌĞƚŽŽ͘/ĐĂŶ͛ƚƌĞĂůůǇĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞǁŚĂƚĂŐĞŶƚůĞ͕ŐŽŽĚ
person he was. Then she hesitates and can’t go on because she remembered
ŚŽǁŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͘tĞ͕ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ŬŶĞǁƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂŌĞƌĂĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůĂƩĂĐŬŝŶŚǀĂǌĂŶĚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŚĂĚƐĞĞŶŚŝƐƐŽŶ͛ƐďƵƌŶƚͲŽƵƚďůĂĐŬĞŶĞĚďŽĚǇ͖
the family members tried to prevent her from seeing this tortured body but she
ƌĞĨƵƐĞĚ͗ƐŚĞƐĂǁŚŝƐďŽĚǇ͕ŚĞƌŚĞĂƌƚďƵƌŶĞĚĂŶĚŝƚŝƐƐƟůůďƵƌŶŝŶŐ͕ƐŽƐŚĞĐĂŶ͛ƚ
speak about it.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚƌŝĞƐƚŽĐŚĂŶŐĞƚŚĞĚŝƐĐŽƵƌƐĞĨŽƌƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƚŽďĞĂůŝƩůĞĐĂůŵĞƌĂŶĚ
so asks the martyr’s brother and sister: Well, now, this language of yours, is it
ǀĞƌǇĚŝĸĐƵůƚƚŽůĞĂƌŶ͍
ـEŽ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ŝƚ͛ƐũƵƐƚůŝŬĞƌĂďŝĐ͘
 ـOkay, what’s the word for water in your language?
 ـWe, say: Miyah.
 ـHow about bread?
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 ـWe say: Lah.
ŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƉŽŝŶƚƐĂƚƚŚĞůƵŵƉŽĨƐƵŐĂƌŝŶŚŝƐŚĂŶĚĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ͗What do you
say for “ghand”?
ـtĞ͕ŝŶƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͕ƵƐĞƚŚĞƐĂŵĞǁŽƌĚĨŽƌŝƚ͕ŐŚĂŶĚ͘
The Leader says: this ŝƐ ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚĂďůĞ͕ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ ŶŽ ǁŽƌĚ ĨŽƌ ͚ŐŚĂŶĚ͛ ;Ă
ůƵŵƉŽĨƐƵŐĂƌͿŝŶĂŶĐŝĞŶƚƟŵĞƐ͕ŝƚ͛ƐĂŶĞǁǁŽƌĚ͘
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŐŽĞƐŽŶĂƐŬŝŶŐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞŝŶĂŶĞǆĂĐƚ
method and then asks them about their script.
dŚĞǇƐĂǇ͗/ƚ͛ƐǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚůŝŬĞƚŚĞƌĂďŝĐƐĐƌŝƉƚ͘
ـŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶǇďŽŽŬƐĨŽƌŵĞƚŽůŽŽŬĂƚ͍
The martyr’s brother brings one of his books and hands it to the Leader and he
ƉĂŐĞƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞďŽŽŬĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇĂŶĚĂƐŬƐƐŽŵĞĨƵƌƚŚĞƌƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚŝƚ͘
Then he asks the sister: ǁŚŽŝƐǇŽƵƌƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞŝŶƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶWĂƌůŝĂŵĞŶƚ͍
 ـHe is Mr. Khenanushu.
ـŽĞƐŚŝƐƐƵƌŶĂŵĞŵĞĂŶĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐŝŶƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͍
dŚĞǇůŽŽŬĂƚĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌ͖ƚŚĞǇĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁŝƚƐŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ͘
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶƚĂůŬƐǁŝƚŚĂůůŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌDĂƌŽƵŶͲĚĞŚ͗
ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŶĞǁƉĂƌůŝĂŵĞŶƚĂƌǇĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ͕ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͛ƐƐŽŶ
ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶǁĂǇŽĨǁƌŝƟŶŐ͕ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĂůƉŚĂďĞƚ͕
ĂŶĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶŽƌŝŐŝŶƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͘
,ĞŚĂƐďĞĞŶƚĂůŬŝŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵƐŽƉĂƟĞŶƚůǇĂŶĚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇƚŚĂƚŶŽŽŶĞŶŽƟĐĞƐ
ƚŚĞƉĂƐƐĂŐĞŽĨƟŵĞďƵƚƚŚŝƐƌĂƚŚĞƌůŽŶŐŵĞĞƟŶŐŚĂƐŶŽǁďƌŽƵŐŚƚƐŵŝůĞƐƚŽ
ƚŚĞĨĂĐĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘&ŝŶĂůůǇƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŐŝǀĞƐĂŐŝŌƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ
and says:
 ـWell, madam, our intention was to meet you and glorify the memory of your martyr and to appreciate your patience and endurance,
to appreciate for the pain and suffering you went through for your
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͕ ĨŽƌ ůŽƐŝŶŐ ǇŽƵƌ ƐŽŶ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƉĂƚŚ ŽĨ 'ŽĚ ůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͕ ŵĂǇ ,Ğ
bring happiness to your heart and grant you the best of rewards in
His infinite mercy and may your heart always be illuminated by the
thoughts of God.
ůůĨŽƵƌŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇƚŚĂŶŬDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĨŽƌƚĂŬŝŶŐƚŚĞƟŵĞƚŽŐŽƚŽ
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ƚŚĞŝƌŚŽƵƐĞ͖ƚŚĞǇĂůůƐĂǇ͗ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ͕ǇŽƵǁĞƌĞŵŽƐƚǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŚĞŶ
says farewell to each member of the family: God be your protector.
***

^ŝƐƚĞƌĂŶĚEĞƉŚĞǁŽĨDĂƌƚǇƌWŝǇŝƌDĂƌŽƵŶͲĚĞŚ ـNovember, 2014

Chapter 7
The year 1988

Eighteen
They had to go
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The familiy of MartyrůĨƌĞĚ^ĂƌŬŝƐKƌĚƵƐŚĂŚŝ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1988ͬ12ͬ29

The Photo of

Martyr Alfred Sarkis Ordushahi
Martyred in Soumar, Kermanshah
Martyred on 1988ͬ2ͬ13

The Iranian Oil Company does not give any leave to its employees because it is
ŝŶĂŶ͚ĂůĞƌƚ͛ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶďƵƚzƵŚĂŶŶĂŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͕ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽŐĞƚŽŶĞĚĂǇŽīĨŽƌ
ŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͖ŝƚŝƐŚƌŝƐƟĂŶǀĞĂŶĚǁĞŚĂǀĞĂůŽƚƚŽĚŽĂƚŚŽŵĞ͘,ĞŝƐĚŽŝŶŐ
something in our yard when the door-bell rings. I call on him to go and open the
door and I wait to see who has rung the bell. Two young men are talking to him
and I think they are two of our neighbours and I go back to the kitchen. Then
zƵŚĂŶŶĂĐŽŵĞƐǁŝƚŚĂƉĞƌƉůĞǆĞĚĨĂĐĞ͖ŝƚƐĞĞŵƐƚŚĂƚƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƚƌŽƵďůĞƐŚŝŵ͘/
pour a cup of tea for him and ask him who they were. He said: they wanted to do
an interview and I told them: what interview! They said: Not with you, we want
ƚŽŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌůĨƌĞĚ^ĂƌŬŝƐKƌĚƵƐŚĂŚŝ͘
tĞůů͕ŵĂƌƚǇƌůĨƌĞĚǁĂƐƚŚĞƐŽŶŽĨzƵŚĂŶŶĂ͛ƐƐŝƐƚĞƌĂŶĚƐŽ/ǁĂƐŚŝƐŵĂƚĞƌŶĂůƵŶĐůĞ͛ƐǁŝĨĞ͘ŌĞƌůĨƌĞĚ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚƵƌŐĞĚůĨƌĞĚ͛ƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƐƚŽĐŽŵĞ
and live with us because our house is a two-story building and our upper apartŵĞŶƚǁĂƐǀĂĐĂŶƚ͖ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐǁŚǇƚŚĞƐĞƚǁŽŐĞŶƚůĞŵĞŶĐĂŵĞƚŽŽƵƌĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ͘
ůĨƌĞĚǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂůŵŽƐƚ11ŵŽŶƚŚƐĂŐŽ͕ƐŽƚŚĞĮƌƐƚĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇŽĨŚŝƐŵĂƌtyrdom will be about a month from now.
zƵŚĂŶŶĂ ŝƐ ƐƟůů ĚĞĞƉ ŝŶ ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ ďƵƚ͕ ĂŌĞƌ ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ ƚǁŽ ĐƵƉƐ ŽĨ ƚĞĂ͕ ŚĞ ƐĂǇƐ͗
I told them I am the martyr’s maternal uncle and asked them: Who’s going to
interview us?
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dŚĞǇƐĂŝĚ͗ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚŽĸĐŝĂů͘ŶĚ/ĂƐŬĞĚ͗ƌĞŶ͛ƚǁĞƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŽŬŶŽǁǁŚŽ͛Ɛ
coming for an interview?
They replied: we don’t know the name yet, but we come to see you in the eveŶŝŶŐ͘tĞůů͕/ƚŚŝŶŬzƵŚĂŶŶĂŝƐƌŝŐŚƚƚŽďĞĂůŝƩůĞƐƵƐƉŝĐŝŽƵƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚ
told him who’s coming.
EŽǁŝƚ͛ƐŶŽŽŶƟŵĞĂŶĚzƵŚĂŶŶĂĂŶĚ/ĂŶĚŵǇǇŽƵŶŐƐŽŶWĞƚĞƌĂƌĞŚĂǀŝŶŐůƵŶĐŚ
ĂŶĚŶŶĂ͕ƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ;zƵŚĂŶŶĂ͛ƐƐŝƐƚĞƌͿŚĂƐũŽŝŶĞĚƵƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŚĞƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚǁĂƐŶŽƚĂƚŚŽŵĞ͘zƵŚĂŶŶĂŝƐƐƟůůƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͛ƐĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌ͊
He says: I don’t know why they were so ambiguous but they didn’t seem to be
ďĂĚƉĞŽƉůĞ͊ĐƚƵĂůůǇƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞǀĞƌǇŬŝŶĚĂŶĚƉŽůŝƚĞ͖/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁǁŚǇƚŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ
some suspicion in my mind.
ŶŶĂƐĂǇƐ͗/ǁŝƐŚǀŶĞƌǁĂƐŚĞƌĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞŝĨƚŚĞŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁŝƐĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕
ƚŚĞŶƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌŵƵƐƚďĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͘zŽƵĐŽƵůĚƚĞůůƚŚĞŵƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŌĞƌĂ
ĨĞǁ ĚĂǇƐ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ƚŚĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ ŵƵƐƚ ďĞ ŚĞƌĞ ƚŽŽ͘ zƵŚĂŶŶĂ ƐĂǇƐ͗ KŬĂǇ͕
sister, I’ll tell them that when they come.
/ƐŚŽƵůĚĂĚĚŚĞƌĞƚŚĂƚǀŶĞƌŚĂƐŐŽŶĞƚŽƚŚĞhŶŝƚĞĚ^ƚĂƚĞƐĨŽƌĂŚĞĂƌƚƐƵƌŐĞƌǇ͘ǀŶĞƌ
ĂŶĚŶŶĂ͕ĂƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŝƌŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƐŽŶ͕ŚĂǀĞƚǁŽŽƚŚĞƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ůďĞƌƚĂŶĚůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ͕ďŽƚŚĞůĚĞƌƚŚĂŶƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘ůďĞƌƚůŝǀĞƐŝŶƚŚĞh^ĂŶĚůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ͕ĂŌĞƌŚĞƌ
ŵĂƌƌŝĂŐĞǁĞŶƚƚŽ'ĞƌŵĂŶǇǁŝƚŚŚĞƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͘ůďĞƌƚŝƐĂĨŽŽƚďĂůůĐŽĂĐŚ͘^Ž͕ĚƵƌŝŶŐ
the last 6 or 7 years, the youngest child was living with her parents, he was their only
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶĂŶĚĂƌĞĂůĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶĂƐŚĞǁĂƐƐŽŬŝŶĚ͕ƐŽŝŶƚĞůůŝŐĞŶƚĂŶĚƐŽŐĞŶƚůĞ͖ŚĞ
ƉĂŝĚĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚ͕ůŽǀŝŶŐĂƩĞŶƟŽŶƚŽŚŝƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂŶĚŶĞǀĞƌůĞƚƚŚĞŵĨĞĞůůŽŶĞůǇ͘Ƶƚ͕
ǁĞůů͕ĚĞƐƟŶǇŚĂĚŽƚŚĞƌƚŚŝŶŐƐŝŶƐƚŽƌĞ͖ŝƚƐĞĞŵƐƚŚĂƚĨĂƚĞĐŚŽŽƐĞƐƚŚĞďĞƐƚ͊
ŌĞƌůƵŶĐŚ͕zƵŚĂŶŶĂŐŽĞƐďĂĐŬƚŽƚŚĞǇĂƌĚĂŶĚ/ƐĞĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞǁŝŶĚŽǁƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ
-12ǇĞĂƌŽůĚWĞƚĞƌŐŝǀĞƐĂŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗zŽƵŵƵƐƚƉĂƌŬƚŚĞĐĂƌũƵƐƚ
ďĞŚŝŶĚƚŚĞƉĂƌŬŝŶŐͲĚŽŽƌƐŽƚŚĂƚŝƚĐĂŶ͛ƚďĞĨŽƌĐĞĚŽƉĞŶ͖ƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞƐŽŶ
are engaged in some kind of security measures!
/ ŐŽ ďĂĐŬ ƚŽ ŵǇ ƌŽŽŵ ĂŶĚ ůŽŽŬ ŝŶƚŽ Ă ĚƌĂǁĞƌ ǁŚĞƌĞ /͛ǀĞ ŬĞƉƚ ůĨƌĞĚ͛Ɛ ƉŚŽƚŽƐ
ĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌƚŚŝŶŐƐďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐƚŽŚŝŵ͘ŵŽŶŐƚŚĞƐĞƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂŶŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐƉŚŽƚŽ
ƐŚŽǁŝŶŐůĨƌĞĚƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐĂƉƌŝǌĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŽĨƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͖
this photo is also expressive of his politeness and humbleness, he was really a
source of pride for all our family.
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dŚĞŶ/ůŽŽŬĂƚŚŝƐůĞƩĞƌ͕ǁƌŝƩĞŶƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐďĞĨŽƌĞŚĞĚŝĞĚĂŶĚĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚƚŽŵĞ͘
He wrote:
DǇĚĞĂƌƵŶĐůĞ͛ƐǁŝĨĞ͕ƐĂůĂĂŵƚŽĂůůƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇǁŚŽĂƌĞĚĞĂƌĞƌƚŽŵĞƚŚĂŶ
ŵǇŽǁŶůŝĨĞ͘/ŚŽƉĞǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĂůůŚĂƉƉǇĂŶĚŝŶŐŽŽĚŚĞĂůƚŚ͘/ĂŵĮŶĞƚŽŽĂŶĚ
ƐŽǇŽƵƐŚŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚǁŽƌƌǇĂďŽƵƚŵĞ͘/ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚǇŽƵƌŬŝŶĚůĞƩĞƌƚŽĚĂǇ͖ŚŽǁ
ŚĂƉƉǇ/ǁĂƐƚŽƌĞĐĞŝǀĞŝƚ͘zŽƵƐĂǇǇŽƵ͛ǀĞŚĞĂƌĚƐŽŵĞďĂĚŶĞǁƐĂďŽƵƚǁĂƌͲ
ĨƌŽŶƚƐ͘ƵƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƚŚŝŶŐƚŽǁŽƌƌǇĂďŽƵƚ͘/͛ǀĞǁƌŝƩĞŶƐĞǀĞƌĂůůĞƩĞƌƐƚŽ
ǇŽƵ͖ŝƚƐĞĞŵƐǇŽƵ͛ǀĞƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵ͘ƵƚŶŽǁŽŶĞŽĨŵǇĐŽŵƌĂĚĞƐ
ŝƐĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶĂŶĚ/͛ǀĞĂƐŬĞĚŚŝŵƚŽƚĂŬĞƚŚŝƐůĞƩĞƌƚŽǇŽƵƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůůǇ͘
/ĂŐĂŝŶƐĂǇƚŚĂƚ/͛ŵǁĞůůĂŶĚǀĞƌǇĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞŚĞƌĞ͕/ƐǁĞĂƌƚŽ'ŽĚƚŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽƚŚŝŶŐǁƌŽŶŐ͘KŶůǇŚĞƌĞ/ƚŚŝŶŬĂďŽƵƚĂůůŽĨǇŽƵŵŽƌĞŽŌĞŶ͘
ƐƌĞŐĂƌĚƐĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽǇŽƵŽŶůĞĂǀĞ͕/ŵƵƐƚƐĂǇ/ƌĞĂůůǇĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁ͕ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ
ŝŶƚŚĞǁŝŶƚĞƌŽƌƚŚĞŶĞǆƚƐƉƌŝŶŐ͊WůĞĂƐĞƚĞůůŵŽƚŚĞƌƚŚĂƚ/͛ŵǁĞůůĂŶĚĮŶĞŝŶ
ĞǀĞƌǇƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ͕ƐŽƐŚĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞǁŽƌƌŝĞĚĂďŽƵƚŵĞ͖/ŚŽƉĞŵŽƚŚĞƌǁŝůů
ŶŽƚŵĂŬĞůŝĨĞĚŝĸĐƵůƚĨŽƌŚĞƌƐĞůĨ͘
/ƌĞĂůůǇŵŝƐƐǇŽƵĂůů͕ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ĂŶĚ/ŚŽƉĞƚŽƐĞĞǇŽƵĂŐĂŝŶ͘/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁ
ǁŚĂƚĞůƐĞƚŽǁƌŝƚĞ͘WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶǀĞǇŵǇƐĂůĂĂŵƚŽĂůůƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕
ĂŶĚƉůĞĂƐĞƚĞůůŵǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐŶŽƚƚŽǁŽƌƌǇĂďŽƵƚĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ͘tĞůů͕ŶŽǁ/ĮŶŝƐŚ
ƚŚŝƐůĞƩĞƌ͖/ůŽǀĞǇŽƵĂůů͘ůĨƌĞĚ͕1980/2/12͘
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The Visit
/ƚ͛ƐĂůŵŽƐƚĚƵƐŬ͕/ŐŽƚŽƚŚĞƵƉƉĞƌŇŽŽƌƚŽƐĞĞŶŶĂ͖ƐŚĞŽƉĞŶƐƚŚĞĚŽŽƌĂŶĚ/
ƐĞĞůĨƌĞĚ͛ƐĐŽƉǇŽĨƚŚĞŝďůĞŝŶŚĞƌŚĂŶĚ͘tŚĞŶĞǀĞƌŶŶĂŵŝƐƐĞƐůĨƌĞĚďĂĚůǇ͕
ƐŚĞƉŝĐŬƐƵƉƚŚŝƐĐŽƉǇĂŶĚƌĞĂĚƐĂŶĚƌĞĂĚƐ͘ůĨƌĞĚĂůƐŽƵƐĞĚƚŽƌĞĂĚŽƵƌŚŽůǇ
ďŽŽŬ ǀĞƌǇ ŽŌĞŶ ĂŶĚ ĂůǁĂǇƐ ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚ ƚŚŝƐ ĐŽƉǇ ǁŝƚŚ Śŝŵ͖ ƚŚŝƐ ĐŽƉǇ ǁĂƐ ŝŶ ŽŶĞ
of his pockets when he was martyred. I sit down and she says that her son has
ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĚĨƌŽŵŵĞƌŝĐĂĂŶĚƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŚĂĚƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĚĂƟĐŬĞƚĨŽƌĨĂƚŚĞƌƚŽ
come back to Tehran for in about 4ĚĂǇƐĨƌŽŵŶŽǁ͘Ɛŝƚ͛ƐŐĞƫŶŐĚĂƌŬ/ƚĞůůŚĞƌ
to come down to our apartment for those people may have been serious about
an interview!
tĞĂƌĞŶŽǁǁĂƚĐŚŝŶŐƚŚĞƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶǁŚĞŶƚŚĞĚŽŽƌͲďĞůůƌŝŶŐƐĂŶĚzƵŚĂŶŶĂ͕ůŝŬĞ
a person who has received a needle, jumps up to go and open the door and PeƚĞƌƋƵŝĐŬůǇĨŽůůŽǁƐŚŝŵ͘WĞƚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ŝĨƚŚĞƌĞŝƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐǁƌŽŶŐ͕/ƌƵŶďĂĐŬĂŶĚ
telephone the police!
zƵŚĂŶŶĂƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐƚŚĞŐƵĞƐƚƐƚŽĐŽŵĞŝŶ͘ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƚǁŽǇŽƵŶŐŵĞŶǁŚŽ
ŚĂĚĐŽŵĞŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐďƵƚŶŽǁƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞĐĂƌƌǇŝŶŐĂďŝŐďƵŶĐŚŽĨŇŽǁĞƌƐĂŶĚĂ
big framed photo of Imam Khomeini.
dŚĞǇĐŽŵĞŝŶƚŽŽƵƌƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶƌŽŽŵĂŶĚƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞďĞƐƚƉůĂĐĞƚŽƐŝƚĨŽƌƚŚĞ
ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂůŐƵĞƐƚ͘KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵƐĂǇƐ͗WĞƌŚĂƉƐŚĞƌĞŝƐƚŚĞďĞƐƚ͖ďƵƚƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗
EŽ͕ŚĞƌĞ͛ƐƚŽŽŶĞĂƌƚŚĞǁŝŶĚŽǁ͕ŝƚ͛ƐďĞƩĞƌƚŚĞƌĞ͕ŽŶƚŚĞĐŽƵĐŚŶĞĂƌƚŚĞƐƚŽƌĞ͘
tĞƐƟůůƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĞƐĞĂƌĞǀĞƌǇƉĞĐƵůŝĂƌ͚ŐƵĞƐƚƐ͛ĂŶĚzƵŚĂŶŶĂ͕ǁŚŽŚĂƐďĞĞŶƐŝůĞŶƚ
ĨŽƌĂĐŽƵƉůĞŽĨŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕ĂƐŬƐƚŚĞŵŝŵƉĂƟĞŶƚůǇ͗ŌĞƌĂůů͕ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚǇŽƵŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƚĞůů
ƵƐǁŚŽ͛ƐĐŽŵŝŶŐŚĞƌĞ͍/ƐŝƚƐƟůůƚŽŽĞĂƌůǇƚŽŝŶĨŽƌŵƵƐ͍ŽǇŽƵƐƟůůƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĂƚǁĞ
ƐŚŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁƵŶƟůƚŚĞǀŝƐŝƚŽƌĂƌƌŝǀĞƐ͍
Then one of the young men says: We really apologize to you if we troubled you,
but we had to, because it’s Mr. Khamenei who is coming to meet you!
tĞĂůůĂƌĞƐŚŽĐŬĞĚƚŽŚĞĂƌƚŚŝƐďƵƚzƵŚĂŶŶĂƐƟůůĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĞŵĂŶĚŽďũĞĐƚƐ͗ƌĞǇŽƵŚĂǀŝŶŐƵƐŽŶ͍tŚǇĚŽǇŽƵƐĂǇƐƵĐŚƚŚŝŶŐƐ͍
dŚĞǇƐĂǇ͗ǁĞ͛ƌĞƚĞůůŝŶŐƚŚĞƚƌƵƚŚ͕,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ǁŝůůďĞŚĞƌĞĂŶǇŵŝŶute now.
/ĂŵǀĞƌǇĂŵƵƐĞĚǁŚĞŶƚŚĞǇƐĂǇ,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂƚŽzƵŚĂŶŶĂ͊ƵƚŚĞŚĂƐŶ͛ƚŶŽƟĐĞĚ
ƚŚŝƐ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŚĞ ŬĞĞƉƐ ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗ / ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ďĞůŝĞǀĞ ŝƚ͖ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ĐŽŵĞƐ ƚŽ ŽƵƌ
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house this way! My wisdom does not accept it!
ƚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞƚŚĞƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞƌŝŶŐƐ͕/ƉŝĐŬŝƚƵƉ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŽŶĞŽĨŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐ͕ZŽƵŶǇ
ĞƚKƐŚĂŶĂ͕ƚŚĞǁŝĨĞŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌzĞƌŵŝzĂŐŽƵď͕ƐŚĞ͛ƐƐŽĞǆĐŝƚĞĚĂŶĚŚĂƐƟůǇƐĂǇƐ͗
ŚĞŶŝŬ͕ůŝƐƚĞŶĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇ͕ĂŵŝŶƵƚĞĂŐŽDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǁĂƐŝŶŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͕ǁĞĂƐŬĞĚ
ŚŝŵƚŽƐƚĂǇǁŝƚŚƵƐĂůŝƩůĞůŽŶŐĞƌďƵƚŚĞƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐŐŽŝŶŐƚŽǀŝƐŝƚĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ
ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇŶĞĂƌƵƐĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐďƵƚǇŽƵƌƐ͕/ƚŚŝŶŬŚĞ͛ůů
be at your house shortly, good-bye!
ŌĞƌƚŚŝƐƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĐĂůů͕ĂůůŽƵƌǁŽƌƌŝĞƐĂƌĞŐŽŶĞ͕ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚǁĞǁĞƌĞŝŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇŚĂƉpy, a sort of clean, spiritual happiness that we’ll meet Mr. Khamenei in person
and in our own house!
zƵŚĂŶŶĂŐŽĞƐƚŽǁĞůĐŽŵĞDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƐĂǇŝŶŐƐĂůĂĂŵĂŶĚǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͕
Mr. Khamenei asks him: ƌĞǇŽƵƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͍
 ـNo, I am his maternal uncle.
 ـWhere is the mother?
ـdŚĂƚůĂĚǇƐŝƫŶŐƚŚĞƌĞ͘
 ـThat lady in the corner?
ـzĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͘
ـtĞůů͕ĚĞĂƌůĂĚǇ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵĞĂŶĚƐŝƚĂůŝƩůĞŶĞĂƌĞƌ͘
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ŶĚƚŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂƐŬƐ͗Please tell me when your son was martyred?
 ـEleven months ago.
 ـWhere was he serving?
 ـMostly in western parts of the country, Soumar, Ghasreh-Shirin, those
parts.
zƵŚĂŶŶĂ ŝƐ ƐŝƫŶŐ ŶĞǆƚ ƚŽ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ĂŶĚ ŶŶĂ ŶĞǆƚ ƚŽ ŚĞƌ ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͖ / ĂŶĚ
Peter sit down on an opposite couch. I should say here that Mr. Khamenei’s face
ŝƐƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůůǇŝůůƵŵŝŶĂƟŶŐ͘ŶŶĂƚĞůůƐƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƚŚĂƚƐŚĞĐĂŶŶŽƚƐƉĞĂŬŇƵĞŶƚ
WĞƌƐŝĂŶĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕zƵŚĂŶŶĂ͕ǁŚŽŝƐĂŐŽŽĚƚĂůŬĞƌ͕ǁŝůůĞǆƉůĂŝŶĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ͘^ŽzƵŚĂŶŶĂďĞŐŝŶƐƚŽĞǆƉůĂŝŶŚŽǁůĨƌĞĚǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͗
ـ,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͕/ǁĂƐŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶƚŚĞŶ͕ĮƌƐƚ/ǁĂƐƚŽůĚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐǁŽƵŶĚĞĚ͘/
ůĞŌŵǇŽĸĐĞĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚŽŶĞŽĨŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐǁŚŽƐĞƐŽŶǁĂƐǁŝƚŚůĨƌĞĚ
in the same garrison but they didn’t know anything. Later I found out that
the same day I was told he was wounded, he had already been martyred.
,ĞŚĂĚďĞĞŶƐŚŽŽƟŶŐĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĞŵǇǁŚĞŶĂŵŽƌƚĂƌŚŝƚďĞŚŝŶĚŚŝŵŝŶŚŝƐ
trench and he was instantly killed.
But before this I stayed at home for some 16 days telephoning every hosƉŝƚĂůŝŶ^ŚŝƌĂǌ͕ŝŶĂŚĞĚĂŶĂŶĚŵĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌƉůĂĐĞƐ͘
He must have been in Regiment 88ĨƌŽŵĂŚĞĚĂŶ, Mr. Khamenei says.
 ـzĞƐ͕ ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ƌŝŐŚƚ͘ / ĞǀĞŶ ĐŚĞĐŬĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ ĞǀĞƌǇ ŵŽƌŐƵĞ ŝŶ dĞŚƌĂŶ ŝĨ ƚŚĞǇ
ŚĂĚ ĂŶǇ ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ ďƵƚ ŶŽŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ůŝƐƚƐ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ ƚŚĞ ŶĂŵĞ ůĨƌĞĚ͘dŚĞǇĮŶĂůůǇƚŽůĚŵĞƚŚĂƚ/ŵƵƐƚƚƌĂǀĞůƚŽƚŚĞŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇǌŽŶĞǁŚĞƌĞŚĞ
ƐĞƌǀĞĚ͘/ƚŽŽŬůĞĂǀĞĨƌŽŵŵǇŽĸĐĞĂŶĚƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚƚŽ,ĂŵĞĚĂŶ͖/ĐĂůůĞĚŽŶ
all morgues and hospitals from Hamedan to Ilam.
ŝĚƚŚĞůĂĚǇͲŵŽƚŚĞƌŬŶŽǁĂďŽƵƚĂůůƚŚŝƐ, Mr. Khamenei asks.
ـEŽ͕ƐŚĞĂŶĚŚĞƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚǁĞƌĞŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶĂŶĚǁŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐĚĞƉĂƌƟŶŐdĞŚran, my sister asked me where I was going and I said there is something
ƵƌŐĞŶƚŝŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŽŝůƌĞĮŶĞƌŝĞƐĂŶĚ/ŵƵƐƚŐŽƚŽŚĞůƉ͘
In Ilam, I was told that they knew no such martyr, I went to Soumar and
ĐŚĞĐŬĞĚƚŚĞŶĂŵĞƐŽĨƚŚĞǁŽƵŶĚĞĚƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐŝŶƚŚĞŝƌŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͖ĂŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ
ŽĸĐĞƌƚŚĞŶƚŽůĚŵĞƚŽŐŽƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƌŐƵĞƚŚĞƌĞĂŶĚƐĞĞŝĨǇŽƵĐĂŶĮŶĚŚŝƐ
body there. I looked at the bodies they showed me but none was that of
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ůĨƌĞĚ͕/ŚĂĚŐŝǀĞŶƵƉŚŽƉĞǁŚĞŶĂŶŽĸĐŝĂůƐĂŝĚ͗ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŽŶĞŵŽƌĞďŽĚǇ
ŚĞƌĞĂŶĚǁŚĞŶƚŚĞǇƉƵůůĞĚŚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĂƐŝĚĞ͕/ƐĂǁůĨƌĞĚ͛ƐĨĂĐĞ͊
dŚĞƌĞŝƐƐŝůĞŶĐĞŝŶƚŚĞƌŽŽŵĨŽƌƐŽŵĞƟŵĞ͗hŶĐůĞĐĂŶ͛ƚŐŽŽŶƚĂůŬŝŶŐ͕ŶŶĂŝƐ
ǁĞĞƉŝŶŐďƵƚƚŚĞŶŶŶĂƐƚŽƉƐǁĞĞƉŝŶŐƚŽƚĞůůŚĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽ͛ƐŶŽǁĐůĞĂƌĞĚŚŝƐ
throat: go on.
,ĞƐĂǇƐ͗ůĨƌĞĚǁĂƐŐŽŽĚĂƚĨŽŽƚďĂůů͕ŚĞƉůĂǇĞĚŝŶƚǁŽĨĂŵŽƵƐƚĞĂŵƐ͕ǁŚĞŶ/ƐĂǁ
his body in the morgue, he wore the sports-pullover he used to wear when playŝŶŐ͖ĂƉƉĂƌĞŶƚůǇƚŚĞǁĞĂƚŚĞƌŚĂĚďĞĞŶǀĞƌǇĐŽůĚĂŶĚŚĞŚĂĚƚŽǁĞĂƌŝƚ͘KŶŚŝƐĐŚĞƐƚ
there was a big envelope in which I found his personal belongings. I wanted to rent
ĂŶĂŵďƵůĂŶĐĞďƵƚƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐƐĂŝĚ͗ŽŶ͛ƚǁŽƌƌǇ͕ǁĞ͛ůůƐĞŶĚŝƚƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶ͘
Had you informed the mother then?ƐŬƐDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͘
ـzĞƐ͕/ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĚŵǇǁŝĨĞĨƌŽŵ<ĞƌŵĂŶƐŚĂŚĂŶĚƚŽůĚŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚůĨƌĞĚ
and asked her to inform my sister, the martyr’s mother, gradually. I came
back to Tehran and when I arrived in our house, I saw many members of
our family there. The following day, I received a call informing me that the
martyr’s body was now in Tehran. I told the person who telephoned that
we come to take his body, but he said: we have ambulances, only tell us
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ĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌĐƵƐƚŽŵƐĂŶĚƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶƐ͖ǁĞ͛ƌĞĂƚǇŽƵƌƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘/ŚĂĚĂůƌĞĂĚǇ
ďŽƵŐŚƚĂĐŽĸŶ͖ĂŶĚ/ƚŽŽŬŝƚǁŝƚŚŵĞĂŶĚƚŚĞǇƐĂŝĚ͗ǇŽƵŵĂǇĐŽǀĞƌŝƚǁŝƚŚ
any kind of cloth or cover you like.
Mr. Khamenei asks: how was the mother’s state when she was informed?
zƵŚĂŶŶĂǁĂŶƚƐƚŽĂŶƐǁĞƌƚŚŝƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶďƵƚŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐƋƵŝĐŬůǇ͗dŚĞǇŚĂĚƚŽŐŽ͘
It was their duty to go to the war-fronts, our country was in danger, our honour
and dignity was threatened.
Mr. Khamenei, being clearly touched by what the martyr’s mother said, thus
comments:
 ـWhat a great, spiritual strength has this lady-mother! It’s exactly as she
ƐĂǇƐ͕ŚĞƌŽƵƚůŽŽŬŝƐůŽŐŝĐĂů͖ŝƚ͛ƐƚƌƵĞƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐ͕ǁŚĞŶĂ
soldier is killed in defence of his country, he’s called a martyr and all people take pride in him.
ĞĂƚŚĂůǁĂǇƐĐŽŵĞƐƚŽƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĂŶĚŽůĚ͕ƚŽŵĞŶĂŶĚƚŽǁŽŵĞŶ͘dŚĞƌĞ
are certain deaths in which no honour lies, but the martyrdom of such
young people as your son who died in defence of his country, is an honourable, praiseworthy act.
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Certainly there are pains and discomforts but glory and honour as well. Some
ǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞĚŝĞŝŶĂĐĂƌĐƌĂƐŚ͕ƐŽŵĞƋƵĂƌƌĞůŝŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚƐĂŶĚĂƌĞŬŝůůĞĚ͕ƐŽŵĞ
ƐƵīĞƌĨƌŽŵĐĞƌƚĂŝŶŝůůŶĞƐƐĞƐĂŶĚĚŝĞ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞĂůůǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚŵĂŶǇ͕ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚŬŝŶĚƐ
ŽĨĚĞĂƚŚ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞŽŶĞǁŚŽĚŝĞƐŝŶƐƵĐŚŐůŽƌŝŽƵƐƉĂƚŚ͕ŝƐĞǀĞƌͲůĂƐƟŶŐ͖ŚĞŝƐĂŐƌĞĂƚ
ƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨƉƌŝĚĞĂŶĚŚŽŶŽƵƌĨŽƌŚŝƐŽǁŶĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚĨŽƌŚŝƐƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘
We really and truly are prideful of such young people, not only in our own
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇďƵƚŽŶĂŶŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂůůĞǀĞů͘dŽĚĂǇŽƵƌƉĞŽƉůĞĂƌĞŬŶŽǁŶĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞĂƐĂĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐ͕ƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶƚĂŶĚƐĞůŇĞƐƐŶĂƟŽŶ͕ĂŶĂƟŽŶǁŚŽ͛ƐƌĞĂĚǇ
to defend his country, people who cannot be bullied and nothing may be
imposed on them.
/ĂŵƌĞĂůůǇƚŽƵĐŚĞĚďǇƚŚĞƐĞĚŝǀŝŶĞĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͕/ĨĞĞůĂƐŝĨƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐŝƐƚĂŬŝŶŐ
place in the heaven in which martyrs are taking part.
dŚĞŶ ŶŶĂ ƚĞůůƐ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ĂďŽƵƚ ůĨƌĞĚ͛Ɛ ŵŽƌĂů ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ͗ tŚĞŶ ŚĞ ĚĞcided to join the military, I told him your sister has just arrived from Germany
͕ ƐŚĞ͛ůů ďĞ ŽƵƌ ŐƵĞƐƚ ĨŽƌ Ă ƐŚŽƌƚ ƟŵĞ͕ ǁŚǇ ĐĂŶ͛ƚ ǇŽƵ ƉŽƐƚƉŽŶĞ ǇŽƵƌ ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ
service for a couple of weeks? He said: dear maman, allow me to go, these
dammed Baathists (The enemy’s army) will come to Tehran. So I let him go. He
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ƐĂŝĚ͗/͛ŵŐŽŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞďĂƩůĞͲŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ͕ĂŶĚ/ƐĂŝĚ͗tĞůůŐŽ͕ŵĂǇ'ŽĚďĞǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͘
ŌĞƌŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂŝĚ͗
 ـdŚŝƐŝƐĂŐƌĞĂƚ͕ŚƵŵĂŶƐƉŝƌŝƚ͕ŵĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇƌĞǁĂƌĚǇŽƵĂƐ,ĞǁŝƐŚĞƐ͘
I hope your Christmas will be full of bliss, I pray for your happy, long life,
DĂǇ'ŽĚďƌŝŶŐŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐŝŶƚŽǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚƐĂŌĞƌǇŽƵƌƉĂŝŶĂŶĚƐŽƌƌŽǁ͘
/ŚĂǀĞƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚƐŽŵĞŶŝĐĞĐĂŬĞƐĨŽƌŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞ͘ĂŶĚ͕ĂŌĞƌĮŶĚŝŶŐŽƵƚ
that we’ll have guests, I increased the volume. So I ask one of Mr. Khamenei’s
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐ͗tŝůůŝƚďĞĂůƌŝŐŚƚŝĨ/ŽīĞƌƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŽŵĞĐĂŬĞƐǁŝƚŚŚŝƐƚĞĂ͍,Ğ
ƐĂǇƐŝƚ͛ƐĂůƌŝŐŚƚ͖ǁŝƚŚWĞƚĞƌŚĞůƉŝŶŐŵĞ͕/ĐƵƚƚŚĞĐĂŬĞƐĂŶĚƉƵƚĐĂŬĞƐĂŶĚĐƵƉƐŽĨ
tea in front of all present.
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐƵƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŶŶĂĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ͘

 ـMay God heal your husband in his boundless mercy and protect your son
and daughter for you and may He make your children sources for your
happiness in life.
Then Mr. Khamenei starts to drink his tea with some pieces of our home-made
ĐĂŬĞƐĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƚŚŝƐ͕ŚĞƚĞůůƐŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐƚŽŐŝǀĞƵƐƚŚĞƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞŶƵŵďĞƌ
ŽĨŚŝƐKĸĐĞƐŽǁĞĐŽƵůĚĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƚŚĞŵŝĨǁĞĨĂĐĞĚĂŶǇƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͘ŶŶĂďĂƐŚĨƵůůǇ
tells Mr. Khamenei about her nephew, that is, my son who is doing his military
service somewhere remote near the borders and asks him: now that the war is
ŽǀĞƌ͕ǁŽƵůĚŝƚďĞƉŽƐƐŝďůĞƚŽƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌŚŝŵƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞ͕ĂŌĞƌƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŽĨŵǇƐŽŶ͕ŚĞŚĂƐďĞĐŽŵĞŵǇŚƵŵĂŶǁĂůŬŝŶŐƐƟĐŬ͍
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚĞůůƐŽŶĞŽĨŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐƚŽŶŽƚĞĚŽǁŶƚŚĞĞǆĂĐƚůŽĐĂƟŽŶǁŚĞƌĞ
he is serving and to arrange that he’ll be transferred to Tehran. We all thank Mr.
Khamenei for his kindness.
ǁĞůů͕ǁĞƐĞĞŵƚŽŚĂǀĞĐŽŵĞƚŽƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨƚŚŝƐŐƌĞĂƚŵĞĞƟŶŐďĞĐĂƵƐĞ,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ
<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŐŝǀĞƐŵŽƚŚĞƌƐŽŵĞŐŝŌƐĂŶĚĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞƐŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƚŽƵƐĂŐĂŝŶĂŶĚ
says to the martyr’s mother: Will you allow me to leave?
ŶŶĂŝƐǀĞƌǇƚŽƵĐŚĞĚďǇƚŚŝƐƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗zŽƵŚŽŶŽƵƌĞĚƵƐďǇƚĂŬŝŶŐƚŚĞ
ƚƌŽƵďůĞŽĨĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƵƐ͘ŶĚďĞĨŽƌĞƐĂǇŝŶŐŐŽŽĚͲďǇĞ͕ŚĞƚƵƌŶƐƚŽŵĞĂŶĚ
says:ǇƚŚĞǁĂǇ͕ǇŽƵƌŚŽŵĞͲŵĂĚĞĐĂŬĞƐǁĞƌĞƋƵŝƚĞĚĞůŝĐŝŽƵƐ͘
I put my hand on my chest and, with a thankful lump in my throat, say: HaajŐŚĂ͕ŵĂǇ'ŽĚďĞǇŽƵƌ'ƵĂƌĚŝĂŶĂůǁĂǇƐ͘
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/ĂŵƚŚĞĞůĚĞƐƚĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌĂŶĚZĂǌŵŝŬǁĂƐŵǇŵŽƐƚĐŽŶĮĚĂŶƚƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ŚĞŬĞƉƚ
ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐĨƌŽŵŵĞ͘/͕ŵŝŬǁĂƐƚŚĞĞůĚĞƐƚĐŚŝůĚŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ĂŌĞƌŵĞƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐ
ZĂĮŬĂŶĚƚŚĞŶZĂǌŵŝŬĂŶĚƚŚĞůĂƐƚĐŚŝůĚǁĂƐŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌŶŝŬ͘
DǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌZĂĮŬ͕ǁĂƐƚŚĞĐĂůŵĞƐƚƉĞƌƐŽŶŝŶŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇďƵƚZĂǌŵŝŬǁĂƐƚŚĞŵŽƐƚ
ĚǇŶĂŵŝĐ͕ĂĐƟǀĞĂŶĚŚƵŵŽƌŽƵƐŵĞŵďĞƌŽĨŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇ͘,ĞŶĞǀĞƌǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŚŝƐƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͖ŚĞŚĂĚůĞĂƌŶĞĚŚŽǁƚŽǁƌŝƚĞĂŶĚƌĞĂĚ͕ďƵƚĂŌĞƌƚŚĂƚ͕ŚĞĐĂŵĞ
ƚŽŵĞĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗^ŝƐƚĞƌ͕ƐŽĨĂƌƐŽŐŽŽĚ͕ďƵƚ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŵǇƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕
I want to work and help the family with its expenses, please talk to my parents
and make them agree with my working!
EŽŵĂƩĞƌŚŽǁ/ƚƌŝĞĚƚŽƐƚŽƉŚŝŵ͕ŚĞŐĂǀĞƵƉƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐĂŶĚƐƚĂƌƚĞĚǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ͗&ŝƌƐƚ
ŚĞǁŽƌŬĞĚĂƚŵǇŵĂƚĞƌŶĂůƵŶĐůĞ͛ƐƐŚŽƉĨŽƌďĂƩĞƌǇƌĞƉĂŝƌƐĂŶĚůĂƚĞƌ͕ǁŚĞŶŵǇ
ƵŶĐůĞŚĂĚƚŽƐĞůůŚŝƐƐŚŽƉ͕ŚĞĨŽƵŶĚĂũŽďǁŝƚŚƚŚĞtĂƚĞƌKƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶŽĨdĞŚƌĂŶ͘
There, he received some regular salary but he never saved a penny. He helped
ǁŝƚŚŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇĞǆƉĞŶƐĞƐŽƌďŽƵŐŚƚŐŝŌƐǁŚŝĐŚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕/ĂŶĚŚŝƐǇŽƵŶŐĞƌƐŝƐter loved. He was extremely kind to each member of the family as if he already
knew he would not stay in this world for long!
tŚĞŶƚŚĞ/ƌĂƋͲ/ƌĂŶǁĂƌďĞŐĂŶ͕ŚĞĞĂŐĞƌůǇĂŶƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚƚŽƌĞĂĐŚŚŝƐůĞŐĂůĂŐĞƚŽ
ũŽŝŶŝŶƚŚĞǁĂƌĞīŽƌƚ͘DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŽƉƉŽƐĞĚƚŚŝƐďƵƚŚĞƐŽŵĞŚŽǁƵƌŐĞĚŚĞƌŶŽƚƚŽ
ďĞĂŐĂŝŶƐƚŝƚ͘ƚƚŚĂƚƟŵĞ͕ƚŚĞŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐĂŶĚƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐŚĂĚŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ
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so incredibly that they had to wait for two or three days to register their names.
We asked him to wait for a few weeks for the crowd to lessen but he did not
listen. I remember we used to take him something for lunch or dinner while he
waited among the registering ranks.
There was a girl whom Razmik loved and it was arranged that they would marry
soon. This girl did not like his joining the military. But my brother rejected her
wish and said: My love for Iran, for this land of mine, is greater than any other
kinds of love.
tŚĞŶŚĞǁĂƐĂĐŚŝůĚ͕ŚĞƵƐĞĚƚŽƉůĂǇǁŝƚŚŐƵŶƐĂŶĚƚŽŝŵŝƚĂƚĞĮŐŚƟŶŐŐĂŵĞƐ
and, when I asked him why he loved guns so much, he said: Because I want to be
able to defend Iran against all enemies.
ƚƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŵŽŶƚŚŽĨŚŝƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕ŚĞǁĂƐǁŽƌŬŝŶŐĂƚƐŽŵĞďĂƐĞƐŽĨƚŚĞ
ŝƌ&ŽƌĐĞǁŚŝĐŚǁĞƌĞĨĂƌĨƌŽŵƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐďƵƚƚŚĞŶƐŽŵĞŚŽǁŚĞŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ
to transfer himself to the army and went to the war-fronts of Shalamcheh and
ŚǀĂǌ͘/ŶƚŚĞĐŽƵƌƐĞŽĨŚŝƐƚǁŽͲǇĞĂƌŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕ŚĞƌĂƌĞůǇĐĂŵĞƚŽƐĞĞƵƐŽŶ
ůĞĂǀĞ͖ŚĞůŝŬĞĚƚŽďĞĂƚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚĂŶĚĮŐŚƚ͘
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While Razmik was doing his military service, I married and later gave birth to two
ĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ͘DǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚŽǁŶĞĚĂŵŝŶŝͲďƵƐĂŶĚŽŌĞŶĐĂƌƌŝĞĚĐĞƌƚĂŝŶŐŽŽĚƐĂŶĚ
ĐŽŵŵŽĚŝƟĞƐƚŽƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐ͖ŚĞŚĂĚƌĞŵŽǀĞĚƚŚĞƐĞĂƚƐŝŶƚŚĞŵŝŶŝͲďƵƐĂŶĚŚĞ
used it as an ambulance when he was in the war zones. Razmik was very happy
ǁŝƚŚŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚĂŶĚĂůǁĂǇƐĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚŚŝŵƚŽŐŽƚŚĞƌĞŵŽƌĞŽŌĞŶ͘
Well, his military service came to an end but he was not happy about this
because the war had not ended yet. We all thought he must now be thinkŝŶŐŽĨŚŝƐĨŝĂŶĐĠĂŶĚŐĞƚƚŝŶŐŵĂƌƌŝĞĚďƵƚŚĞǁĂƐŶŽƚŝŶƚŚĞŵŽŽĚĨŽƌƐƵĐŚ
happy events.
Unfortunately there was a radio broadcast saying that all those who had their
military service could join the army for a few more months as there were new
dangers threatening our country. This news for Razmik was like news from paradise and the following morning he joined the army again and was among the
ǀĞƌǇĮƌƐƚŐƌŽƵƉƐǁŚŽǁĞƌĞĚŝƐƉĂƚĐŚĞĚƚŽŶĞǁďĂƩůĞͲŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ͘
dŚŝƐƟŵĞŚĞƚƌŝĞĚƚŽĐĂůŵŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐƚŽƉŚĞƌǁŽƌƌŝĞƐ͖ŚĞŽŌĞŶƚŽůĚƵƐĂďŽƵƚ
ƚŚĞ ƐǁĞĞƚŶĞƐƐ ŽĨ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ ďƵƚ ǁŝƚŚ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ŚĞ ďĞŚĂǀĞĚ ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ ĂŶĚ ĂƐ
an example, when mother poured water on the ground as he was leaving the
ŚŽƵƐĞ͕ŚĞƐĂŝĚũŽŬŝŶŐůǇ͗ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌǇŽƵƉŽƵƌǁĂƚĞƌĂŌĞƌŵĞŽƌŶŽƚ͕ǇŽƵƌƐŽŶǁŝůů
not come back!
His second period of military service did not last more than 4ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͖ƚŚĞůĂƐƚ
ƟŵĞŚĞĐĂŵĞŚŽŵĞŽŶůĞĂǀĞ͕ŚĞƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŽŚĂǀĞďĞĐŽŵĞĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘
He had come to Tehran for the mourning and funeral ceremony of his martyred
ĨƌŝĞŶĚ͕ĚǀŝŶ^ŚĂŚŵŝƌŝĂŶ͘,Ğ͕ĂƐƵƐƵĂůĐŽŶĮĚĞĚŝŶŵĞ͕ŚŝƐĞůĚĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ
ƚŚĂƚƐŽŵĞƚǁŽĚĂǇƐďĞĨŽƌĞŚĞĂŶĚŵĂƌƚǇƌĚǀŝŶŚĂĚŵĞƚĂƚƚŚĞďĂƩůĞĨƌŽŶƚƐĂŶĚ
ƚĂůŬĞĚŽůŽƚǁŝƚŚĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌ͖ŚĞĂĚĚĞĚ͗EŽǁ/ĂŵƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚ/ǁŝůůďĞƚŚĞŶĞǆƚ
martyr! I begged him not to talk about martyrdom any more, but he said: Sister,
martyrdom brings with it happiness, not sorrow!
dŚĞůĂƐƚƟŵĞŚĞƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĚŵĞĂŶĚƚŽůĚŵĞĂďŽƵƚĂĚƌĞĂŵŚĞŚĂĚĂŶĚĂŐĂŝŶ
talked about his martyrdom and added: I’m going to write down my will!
ŌĞƌƚŚŝƐƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚZĂǌŵŝŬ͕/ǁĞŶƚƚŽŵǇƉĂƌĞŶƚ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚ
mother told me that she had a terrible dream the night before: I saw your father
carrying the blood soaked body of Razmik on his hands!
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Image of Martyr Razmik Khachatourian mounted on the alley that bears his name.

The following day we received news that Razmik had been wounded and taken
ƚŽŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝŶŚǀĂǌ͘DǇĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŵǇĐŽƵƐŝŶƐŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚ
ƚŽŚǀĂǌĂŶĚƐĂǁZĂǌŵŝŬŝŶƚŚĞŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůĂŶĚŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚƵƐƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐ͚ŝŶĂƐƚĂƚĞ
ŽĨĐŽŵĂ͕ŚĞĐĂŶŶŽƚŽƉĞŶŚŝƐĞǇĞƐ͕ŚĞŝƐŵŽƟŽŶůĞƐƐďƵƚƚŚĞŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝŶƐƚƌƵŵĞŶƚƐ
ƐŚŽǁ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞ ŝƐ ƐƟůů ĂůŝǀĞ͛͘ EŽǁ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ ĐŽƵůĚ ŶŽƚ ǁĂŝƚ ĂŶǇ ŵŽƌĞ ĂŶĚ ŚĂƐƟůǇ
ƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚƚŽŚǀĂǌ͘tŚĞŶŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǁŚŝŵ͕ƐŚĞƚŽŽŬŚŝƐŚĂŶĚƐŝŶŚĞƌŚĂŶĚƐĂŶĚ
ƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇZĂǌŵŝŬ͛ƐƚĞŵƉĞƌĂƚƵƌĞǁĞŶƚƵƉĂŶĚ͕ĂŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕ŚĞŵŽǀĞĚŚŝƐ
ĮŶŐĞƌƐƐůŝŐŚƚůǇĂŶĚŽƉĞŶĞĚĂŶĚĐůŽƐĞĚŚŝƐĞǇĞƐĂĨĞǁƟŵĞƐ͖ǁĞǁĞƌĞĂůůŚĂƉƉǇ
that the presence of mother had helped him to come out of his coma.
ůĂƐ͕ĂĨĞǁŚŽƵƌƐůĂƚĞƌŚŝƐŚĞĂƌƚďĞĂƚƐƐƚŽƉƉĞĚĂŶĚĚĞƐƉŝƚĞƚŚĞĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ͛ĞīŽƌƚƐ
ŚĞĚŝĚŶŽƚĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬ͖ĂƐŝĨĂůůƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŚĞǁĂƐĂůŝǀĞƚŽƐĞĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŐĂŝŶĨŽƌĂ
few moments before passing away.
ŵŽŶŐŚŝƐďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐƐƚŚĂƚǁĞƌĞĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚƚŽƵƐ͕ǁĞĨŽƵŶĚŚŝƐǁŝůůǁŚŝĐŚǁĂƐ
ďŽƚŚŚĞĂƌƚͲƌĞŶĚŝŶŐĂŶĚƐŽŽƚŚŝŶŐ͖ŚĞǁƌŽƚĞ͗
ŵǇĚĞĂƌĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŶĞǀĞƌŐƌŝĞǀĞĨŽƌŵĞ͕ŶŽƌďĞŚĞĂƌƚͲďƌŽŬĞŶ͙/
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ŚĂĚƚŽďĞĂǁĂǇĨƌŽŵǇŽƵďĞĐĂƵƐĞĂŶĞŶĞŵǇŚĂĚŝŶǀĂĚĞĚŽƵƌůĂŶĚ͕ƐŽŶŽƚ
ŽŶůǇ/ďƵƚƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐŽĨŽƚŚĞƌƐŚĂǀĞƚŽƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĂŶĚŐŝǀĞƵƉƚŚĞŝƌůŝǀĞƐŝŶ
ĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͕ƚŚĞŝƌŶĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͙
ŵǇĚĞĂƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕/ƚĞůůǇŽƵĂŶĚƚĞůůŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌƐ͕ŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŵǇĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ
ůĞƚŵǇƐĞůŇĞƐƐĐŽƵƌĂŐĞďĞĂƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨĐĂůŵĂŶĚĐŽŶƐŽůĂƟŽŶĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚůĞƚ
ǇŽƵƌŵĞŵŽƌŝĞƐŽĨŵĞďĞĂůǁĂǇƐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͙
ƚŚĞƌĞŚĂǀĞĂůǁĂǇƐďĞĞŶƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐĂŶĚƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐŽĨZĂǌŵŝŬƐ*ĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞ
ǁŝůůĂůƐŽďĞŝŶƚŚĞĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘/͛ŵŶĞŝƚŚĞƌƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŵĂƌƚǇƌŽĨƚŚŝƐůĂŶĚ͕ŶŽƌƚŚĞ
ůĂƐƚ͘'ŽŽĚͲďǇĞĂŶĚƐĞĞǇŽƵŽŶƚŚĞĂǇŽĨZĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͕ǇŽƵƌƐZĂǌŵŝŬ͘͟
The Visit
tĞůů͕ƚŽĚĂǇ/͛ŵŝŶŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞ͖/͛ǀĞĐŽŵĞŚĞƌĞƚŽŚĞůƉŚĞƌǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĚĞĐŽƌĂƟŽŶƐĨŽƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͘ŌĞƌƚŚĞƉĂƐƐĂŐĞŽĨƐŽŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐ͕ŵŽƚŚĞƌŚĂƐŵĞŽŶůǇƚŽ
ŚĞůƉŚĞƌ͖ŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌĚŝĞĚƐĞǀĞƌĂůǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͕ŵǇǇŽƵŶŐĞƌďƌŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ZĂĮŬ
ĂŶĚŶŝŬŚĂǀĞŐŽŶĞƚŽƚŚĞh^͘ƵƚĨŽƌŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌZĂǌŵŝŬŝƐĂůǁĂǇƐĂůŝǀĞĂƐŝĨ
ƐŚĞĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚůǇƐĞĞƐŚŝŵĂŶĚďĞůŝĞǀĞƐƚŚĂƚZĂǌŵŝŬĂůƐŽƐĞĞƐŚĞƌĂŶĚŽŌĞŶƐŚĞƐŝƚƐ
down, talks to him and listens to what he says!
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕/͛ŵďƵƐǇĚĞĐŽƌĂƟŶŐŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐƚƌĞĞǁŚĞŶŵǇŵŽďŝůĞƉŚŽŶĞƌŝŶŐƐ͗
Some people, three or four persons, want to meet us tomorrow evening and
ƚĂůŬǁŝƚŚŵĞĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚZĂǌŵŝŬ͘ƐƵƐƵĂůŝŶƐƵĐŚŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶ/ƐĂǇ͚ǇŽƵĂƌĞ
ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͖͛/ĂůƐŽƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞŵǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁƚŽĐŽŵĞŚĞƌĞďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞŐƵĞƐƚƐĂƌƌŝǀĞ
in order that a man would be present at our house also!
Well, it’s the following evening, instead of three or four persons, some 10 people
ŚĂǀĞĐŽŵĞƚŽŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͗dŚĞǇĚƌĂǁƚŚĞĐƵƌƚĂŝŶƐŚĞƌĞĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞ͖ƚŚĞǇĐŚĂŶŐĞƚŚĞ
ůŽĐĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞĨƵƌŶŝƚƵƌĞĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘/ƚĞůůŵŽƚŚĞƌƉĞƌŚĂƉƐƚŚŝƐŝƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞ
ƚŚĞǇǁĂŶƚƚŽƚĂŬĞĂŐŽŽĚĮůŵ͕ďƵƚ͕ĂŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕ŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŐƵĞƐƚƐĐŽŵĞƐ
ƚŽŵĞ͕ŚĞĂƉŽůŽŐŝǌĞĚĨŽƌǁŚĂƚƚŚĞǇ͛ǀĞďĞĞŶĚŽŝŶŐĂŶĚĮŶĂůůǇƌĞǀĞĂůƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ
>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŝƐƚŽǀŝƐŝƚǇŽƵ͊
DŽƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŵƵĐŚWĞƌƐŝĂŶĂƐŬƐŵĞŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͗ŵŝŬ͕ǁŚĂƚ
did he say? Who’s going to come to our house? I say: I don’t really know. I close
my eyes and think of what this gentleman said that the guest was Mr. Khamenei,
I hope my son-in-law would be here before they arrive.
*ഩZĂǌŵŝŬŝƐĐŽŐŶĂƚĞǁŝƚŚ͚ƌĂǌŵĂŶĚĞŚ͛ŝŶWĞƌƐŝĂŶ;ďŽƚŚ/ŶĚŽͲƵƌŽƉĞĂŶůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐͿĂŶĚŝƚŵĞĂŶƐ͗ĂĮŐŚƚĞƌ͕ĂǁĂƌƌŝŽƌ͘
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ŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞŐĞŶƚůĞŵĂŶǁŚŽƚŽůĚƵƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŐƵĞƐƚƐĂŝĚ͗ŶŽǁ
Mr. Khamenei has entered your building. I really feel confused but I look around
the room to see if everything is in order, we have never had such an important
ŐƵĞƐƚŝŶ ŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͘ ƚƚŚŝƐ ŵŽŵĞŶƚ/ŚĞĂƌDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇŝŶŐ͚^ĂůĂĂŵůĂŝkum’. My mother, who now seems to become a younger, more agile woman,
welcomes the Leader at the entrance and I do the same. Mr. Khamenei raises his
head and responds to our welcoming words with a sweet smile but he pauses
for a few moments to catch his breath back because he has climbed up some 40
stairs to reach our apartment!
ŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞĂƐŬƐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͗ŽǇŽƵŐŽƵƉĂŶĚĚŽǁŶƚŚĞƐĞŵĂŶǇƐƚĂŝƌƐĞǀĞƌǇĚĂǇ͍
Mother answers: yes, I have to.
ŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͗it’s hard for you.

,ĞĂŶĚŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐƐƚĞƉŝŶƐŝĚĞŽƵƌƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶƌŽŽŵďƵƚŚĞĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚƐŝƚĚŽǁŶ
and says to mother: you lady, please sit down.
^ŽŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚ/ƐŝƚĚŽǁŶĮƌƐƚĂŶĚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞ
ŬŝŶĚǁŽƌĚƐĞŶƋƵŝƌŝŶŐĂŌĞƌĞĂĐŚŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŚĞĂůƚŚ͘
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Then Mr. Khamenei asks: Where is the father of the martyr?
Mother replied: He has passed away.
 ـWhen did it happen?
I reply: some 17 years ago.
ـtŚĂƚŝƐǇŽƵƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌ͍
 ـI am his sister.
 ـThat is, the daughter of this lady?
ـzĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͘
 ـIs this a photo of the martyr?
ـzĞƐ͕ŝƚŝƐ͘
,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝůŽŽŬƐĚĞĞƉůǇĂƚZĂǌŵŝŬ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽĂŶĚĂŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ͕
he says: May God bless this Christmas for you, for all of you.

Mother says: Thank you and May God keep you in good health.
ŶĚ/ĂĚĚ͗DĂǇƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌďĞĂďůŝƐƐĨƵů͕ƉƌŽƐƉĞƌŽƵƐǇĞĂƌĨŽƌĂůů/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐ͘
God willing, says the Leader.
ĞĨŽƌĞƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ/ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚŝĨ/ŵĞĞƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŽĐůŽƐĞůǇ͕ŵǇŚĞĂƌƚǁŽƵůĚ
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beat fast and my tongue would stammer, but he is so kind and nice and talks to
ƵƐƐŽŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇƚŚĂƚ/ƚŚŝŶŬ/͛ŵƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽŵǇŽǁŶĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘
DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/ƚƌƵůǇƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵĨŽƌƚĂŬŝŶŐƚŚĞƚƌŽƵďůĞƚŽŵĞĞƚƵƐ͖ǇŽƵĚŝĚƵƐ
a great favour.
The Leader says: DĂǇ ǇŽƵ ůŝǀĞ ůŽŶŐ͖ ǁĞ ĂƌĞ ƉƌŽƵĚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ŽĨ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌDƵƐůŝŵŽƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ͕ƚŚĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐƐĞůŇĞƐƐůǇƐƚŽŽĚƵƉƚŽƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĞŽƵƌZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂŶĚŽƵƌƐǇƐƚĞŵŽĨŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͖ƚŚĞŝƌǇŽƵƚŚĨŽƵŐŚƚĨŽƌƚŚŝƐ
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚǁĞƌĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐƉĂƟĞŶƚůǇďŽƌĞƚŚĞŝƌĂďƐĞŶĐĞ͖ƚŚŝƐ
ƉĂƟĞŶĐĞŝƐŵŽƐƚǀĂůƵĂďůĞ͕ŝƚŶĞĞĚƐŐƌĞĂƚůŽǇĂůƚǇĂŶĚĨƌŝŵĨĂŝƚŚ͘DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ
ŐƌĂŶƚǇŽƵƉƌŽƉĞƌƌĞǁĂƌĚĂŶĚƌĞǁĂƌĚƚŚŝƐǇŽƵŶŐŵĂƌƚǇƌ͖ŵĂǇ'ŽĚƉƌŽƚĞĐƚǇŽƵĂůů
ĂŶĚďůĞƐƐǇŽƵ͖ǇŽƵ͛ůůƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƌĚĨŽƌƚŚŝƐƉĂƟĞŶĐĞĨƌŽŵ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͖ĂƐ
ĨĂƌĂƐ/͛ŵĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ͕ƐƵĐŚŵĞĞƟŶŐƐĂƌĞƚŚĞůĞĂƐƚ/ĐŽƵůĚĚŽ͕ŝƚŝƐŵǇĚƵƚǇ͘
/ǁŝƐŚŵǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁǁĂƐĂůƐŽƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƚŽŚĞĂƌƐƵĐŚŬŝŶĚ͕ƐŽƵůͲĞůĞǀĂƟŶŐǁŽƌĚƐ
ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇŝŶƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĞŶĚƵƌŝŶŐƉĂƟĞŶĐĞ͘
DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐƌŝŐŚƚ͕ŚŝƐĚĞƐƟŶǇǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘
Then Mr. Khamenei looks around the room and asks: ŽŶ͛ƚǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŵĂŶŝŶ
your house? I don’t see a man here!
tĞ Ăůů ƐŵŝůĞ ĂŶĚ ůĂƵŐŚ͘ ŶĚ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ƐĂǇƐ͗ ŵǇ ƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ ǁĂƐ ƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚ ƚŽ ďĞ
here but he hasn’t arrived yet.
By your son-in-law, you mean the husband of this lady?ƐŬƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘
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/ƐĂǇ͗ŶŽ͕,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͕ŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚŚĂƐĚŝĞĚ͖ŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐƌĞĨĞƌƌŝŶŐƚŽŵǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ͘
ŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌĂĚĚƐ͗zĞƐ/ŵĞĂŶƚƚŚĞƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁŽĨŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞŚƵƐďĂŶĚŽĨ
my grand-daughter. I actually telephoned him to be here, he’s late. My mother
likes my son-in-law very much and wanted him to be present. So she says to Mr.
Khamenei: Please allow me to phone him and tell him to come soon.
The Leader smiles and says: No, because if you phone him, it means that I must
ƐŝƚŚĞƌĞƟůůŚĞĐŽŵĞƐ͕ŵĂǇďĞŚĞĚŝĚŶ͛ƚĐŽŵĞĨŽƌŚŽƵƌƐ͊
This makes everybody in the room to laugh and my mother and I laugh louder
than others and mother says: No problem, please stay, I mean, stay for supper!
 ـSupper? No, when I visit the families of martyrs, I never stay for supper.
But some tea will be alright.
DŽƚŚĞƌƚĞůůƐŵĞŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͚ŐĞƚƵƉĂŶĚďƌŝŶŐƚĞĂ͛͘
The Leader says: Tell us what you said in Persian too.
ŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/ƚŽůĚŚĞƌƚŽŐĞƚƵƉĂŶĚďƌŝŶŐƚĞĂ͘
I add: I wanted to bring tea but your companions didn’t let me.
The Leader says: Why didn’t they, you are the hostess.
ƚƚŚŝƐŵŽŵĞŶƚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐĐŽŵĞƐŝŶǁŝƚŚĂƚƌĂǇĂŶĚǁĞĞĂĐŚƚĂŬĞ
a cup of tea.
Mr. Khamenei asks mother you’ve been a house-wife, did you have any
other job?
 ـNo, just a house-wife.
 ـHow about the martyr’s father, what did he do?
 ـHe was cook, a chef.
 ـWhere did he work?
 ـIn restaurants, he worked in many places.
ـŶĚǇŽƵƌǇŽƵŶŐŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕ǁŚĂƚĚŝĚŚĞĚŽďĞĨŽƌĞ͍
ـ,ĞǁĂƐĂďĂƩĞƌǇƌĞƉĂŝƌĞƌ͘
ŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ/ŬŶŽǁ͕ŵĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚĂƚŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐƐ
and repairing automobiles and the like.
/ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ ŵǇ ŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶ͗ ŌĞƌ ĮŶŝƐŚŝŶŐ ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ ƐĐŚŽŽů͕ ǁĞ ŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞ
should go on with his studies but he said: I want to work at my uncle’s shop, I
want to help my father with the family expenses.
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dŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂƐŬƐŵŽƚŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚŚĞƌĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐĂŶĚŝĨƚŚĞĂƉĂƌƚment is theirs.
No, mother says, we pay rent, 550,000 Tumans a month.
So much money for such a place! The Leader wonders.
ďŽǀĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŽǁŶĞƌŚĂƐƚŽůĚƵƐĂůƌĞĂĚǇƚŚĂƚǁĞŵƵƐƚĂĚĚĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ100,000
dƵŵĂŶƐĂƐĨƌŽŵƚŚŝƐEĞǁzĞĂƌ͘
,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐŵŝůĞƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗With all those stairs you must climb up
and down every day!
tĞĂůůůĂƵŐŚĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌĂĚĚƐ͗ŶĚŽŶĐĞ/ĨĞůůĚŽǁŶƚŚĞƐƚĂŝƌƐĂŶĚǁĂƐŚƵƌƚ͖ƐŚĞ
ĂůƐŽƚĞůůƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͗dŚĞƉƌŝĐĞƐŚĂǀĞŐŽŶĞƵƉĂŶĚŵǇƐĂůĂƌǇĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚƐƵĸĐĞ͘
The Leader says:
ـzŽƵ͛ƌĞƌŝŐŚƚ͕DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŐƌĂŶƚǇŽƵƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͖ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞƚŚĞŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚŵƵƐƚƉůĂǇŝƚƐƌŽůĞ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞDĂƌƚǇƌƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ͕ǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŚĞůƉ
ƚŽŽ͖ ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞ ŶŽƚ ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůůǇ ŝŶ Ă ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ ƚŽ ŚĞůƉ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͖ Dƌ͘
Moghaddam* is present and we’ll see what we could do. He then asks
mother: How many children do you have?
 ـThree at present, replies mother, a son and a daughter are now in the
h^ĂŶĚƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌŝƐƚŚĞŽŶĞŚĞƌĞ͘
ـtŚĂƚĚŽƚŚŽƐĞƚǁŽĚŽŝŶƚŚĞ^ƚĂƚĞ͍ƌĞƚŚĞǇǁŽƌŬŝŶŐŽƌƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐ͍
 ـThey work there.
 ـWhy don’t they study?
 ـWell, they are married and have children, but their children do study.
ـŽƚŚĞǇƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐƌĞƚƵƌŶƚŽ/ƌĂŶƚŽƐĞĞǇŽƵ͍
 ـNo, they say they haven’t got the money, it would be expensive.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĞĞŵƐƚŽďĞĂŶŶŽǇĞĚĂƚƚŚŝƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ŝƚ͛ƐŶŽƚƌŝŐŚƚ͖ƚŚĞǇŵƵƐƚĐŽŵĞ
and see you or help you go there to see them.
Mother says: No, I don’t go , I don’t like to go abroad, I’ll never leave Iran, all my
hopes are here.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŶŽƟĐŝŶŐŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŵŝƐƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ͕ĂĚĚƐ͗I didn’t mean that you
go and stay there, of course you should live in your own country but you could
go to visit them.
*ഩ^ĂǇǇĞĚůŝDŽŐŚĂĚĚĂŵŝƐŝŶĐŚĂƌŐĞŽĨƚŚĞWĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ^ĞĐƟŽŶĂƚƚŚĞKĸĐĞŽĨƚŚĞ^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘
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Then mother describes her love for Iran and that her martyred son, Razmik was
ĂůƐŽŝŶůŽǀĞǁŝƚŚ/ƌĂŶ͕ĂƐƐŽŽŶĂƐƚŚĞǁĂƌďĞŐĂŶŚĞŬĞƉƚƐĂǇŝŶŐ͚/ŵƵƐƚŐŽĂŶĚĚĞĨĞŶĚŵǇĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͛͘,ĞǁĂƐůĂƚĞƌƐŚŽƚĂƚĂďĂƩůĞͲĮĞůĚ͖ŚĞǁĂƐŝŶĐŽŵĂŝŶĂŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů
for a few days and passed away there.
 ـHow many years ago was his martyrdom?
dŚŝƐEĞǁzĞĂƌ͕ŝƚǁŝůůďĞ27ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ďƵƚĨŽƌŵĞŚĞŝƐƐƟůůĂůŝǀĞ͘
/ŶĂƌƌĂƚĞƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇƚŚĂƚŚŝƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞŚĂĚĮŶŝƐŚĞĚĂŌĞƌƚǁŽǇĞĂƌƐ͕ƚŚĂƚŚĞ
ǁĂƐƌĞƐƚůĞƐƐŶŽƚƚŽďĞĮŐŚƟŶŐĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŚĞǁĂƐƐŽŚĂƉƉǇǁŚĞŶŝƚǁĂƐĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ
that such soldiers could join the army again.
Mr. Khamenei is surprised at this and asks: where was he martyred?
ـKŵŝĚŝǇĂ͕ŝŶŚǀĂǌ͘
 ـI see, was his father alive then?
/ƐĂǇ͗DǇĨĂƚŚĞƌƐƵīĞƌĞĚĨƌŽŵĂďƌĂŝŶƚƵŵŽƌ͕ŚĞĚŝĞĚ17 years ago.
The Leader addressing me asks: how many children do you have, lady?
 ـThree, two daughters and one son, my husband died about 7 years ago,
and now I am working to earn a living.
 ـWhat type of work do you do?
 ـI work in a school, cleaning, doing purchases for the school and the like
but my salary is not much.
 ـHow much is it?
 ـ450 thousand Tumans.
The Leader comments: zĞƐ͕ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞƌŝŐŚƚ͕ŝƚŝƐŶŽƚŵƵĐŚ͘
Then he looks at one of his companions and tells him something about my salĂƌǇ͘ŶĚǁŚĞŶ/ƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƌĞŶƚ/ƉĂǇ͕ŚĞŝƐƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚĂŐĂŝŶĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ͗ŽŶ͛ƚ
you live here?
/ĞǆƉůĂŝŶƚŚĂƚŵǇƐŵĂůůƉůĂĐĞŝƐŽŶǇĂƚ^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕ĨĂƌĨƌŽŵŚĞƌĞ͘dŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ/ĐĂŵĞ
to mother’s apartment to help her when I heard mother will have guests and I
also informed my son-in-law to come here too, but he hasn’t come yet, it was
my pleasure to meet you.
 ـWhen your son-in-law comes, please convey my salaam to him.
Mother interrupts Mr. Khamenei and says: oh, you want to leave us, so soon!
ŶĚƚŚĞůĞĂĚĞƌƐŵŝůĞƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗tĞ͛ǀĞďĞĞŶŚĞƌĞĨŽƌƐŽŵĞƟŵĞ͕ŝƚŝƐŶ͛ƚ͚ƐŽŽŶ͛͘
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We all laugh and Mr. Khamenei adds: KƵƌƉƵƌƉŽƐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐǁĂƐƚŽĞǆƚĞŶĚ
ŽƵƌƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĂŶĚĂīĞĐƟŽŶƚŽǇŽƵ͘
My mother and I thank him very much for his kind words and then one of his
ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐŚĂŶĚƐŚŝŵĂƉƵƌƐĞĂŶĚŚĞƚĂŬĞƐŽƵƚĂƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐŐŝŌŽƵƚŽĨŝƚĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ
to mother: dŚŝƐƐŚĂůůƐĞƌǀĞĂƐĂƚŽŬĞŶŽĨŽƵƌƐŝŶĐĞƌĞŵĞĞƟŶŐƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘ He
then addresses me and says: ŽŵĞŶĞĂƌĞƌ͕ůĂĚǇ͕ƚŚĞƌĞ͛ƐĂŐŝŌĨŽƌǇŽƵƚŽŽ͕ŝƚ͛ƐĂ
ŐŝŌŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͖ƚŚĞŶŚĞŐŝǀĞƐĂŶŽƚŚĞƌŐŝŌĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ĂŶĚƚŚŝƐŝƐĨŽƌǇŽƵƌƐŽŶͲŝŶͲ
law who couldn’t be here.
/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁǁŚĂƚƚŽƐĂǇǀŝƐͲăͲǀŝƐƐŽŵƵĐŚƐǇŵƉĂƚŚǇ͕ďƵƚŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗zŽƵĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ
have any fruits! Please have some.
The Leader says: We had tea and cakes, that’ll do.
/ŐĞƚƵƉƚŽŽīĞƌĨƌƵŝƚďƵƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗,ĂǀŝŶŐĨƌƵŝƚƐƚĂŬĞƐƟŵĞ͊
DŽƚŚĞƌŝŶƐŝƐƚƐŽŶŚĞƌŽīĞƌĂŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗okay, we’ll take some with us!

DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚ/ůĂƵŐŚĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗&ŝŶĞ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐďĞƩĞƌ͊/ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵĂŐĂŝŶĨŽƌ
ǇŽƵƌƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐƟŵĞƐƉĞŶƚǁŝƚŚƵƐ͖ǇŽƵƌĞĂůůǇŵĂĚĞƵƐŚĂƉƉǇ͘
 ـMay god protect you, goodbye ladies.
Now Mr. Khamenei and his companions are gone and there has been a long
ƐŝůĞŶĐĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶŵĞĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͖ǁĞƌĞǁĞĂǁŽŬĞ͍tĞƌĞǁĞĚƌĞĂŵŝŶŐ͍ǁĂƐŝƚ
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ƌĞĂůůǇƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨ/ƌĂŶǁŚŽŵĞƚƵƐĂƚŽƵƌŚƵŵďůĞĂďŽĚĞ͘^ƵĚĚĞŶůǇƚŚĞĚŽŽƌʹ
ďĞůůƌŝŶŐƐĂŶĚƉƵƚƐŽŶĞŶĚƚŽŵǇĐŽŶĨƵƐĞĚƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ͖ŽŚ͕ŝƚŝƐŵǇĚĞĂƌƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ͊
I wish he had come twenty minutes earlier!
dŚĞŐƌŽƵƉĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶǇŝŶŐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŚĂĚƟĚŝĞĚƵƉƚŚĞĂƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞǇ
ůĞŌ͕ďƵƚŵǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁƐĞŶƐĞƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ͗ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐďĞĞŶŐŽŝŶŐŽŶ͍
While he’s standing, I narrate the whole story but he doesn’t believe it and says:
zŽƵ͛ƌĞŚĂǀŝŶŐŵĞŽŶ͕ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚǇŽƵ͍DŽƚŚĞƌŐŽĞƐĂŶĚďƌŝŶŐƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐŐŝŌĂŶĚ
ƐĂǇƐ͗ŚĞƌĞ͕ďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚ͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐŐŝŌĨŽƌǇŽƵ͕ŚĞĂůƐŽƐĂŝĚƚŽĐŽŶǀĞǇŚŝƐ
ƐĂůĂĂŵƚŽǇŽƵ͘,ĞĂƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐŚĞĚƌŽƉƐŽŶƚŚĞĐŽƵĐŚĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ƌĞǇŽƵƋƵŝƚĞƐƵƌĞ͍
tĂƐŝƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŚŝŵƐĞůĨ͍ŝĚŚĞƐĂǇƐĂůĂĂŵƚŽŵĞĂŶĚŐŝǀĞŵĞĂŐŝŌ͍͊
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚƵƐǁĂƐŽŶĂdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘KŶ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇǁĞƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂĐĂůůĨƌŽŵDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐŽĸĐĞĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌƉƌŽďůĞŵ͖ƚŚĞŶĂŌĞƌƚǁŽŽƌ
three weeks our problems were solved in the best possible way.
Finally I must confess that it’s hard to believe that the Leader of an Islamic counƚƌǇƐŚŽƵůĚƉĂǇƐŽŵƵĐŚĂƩĞŶƟŽŶĂŶĚĂīĞĐƟŽŶƚŽĂŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇ͗EŽƚĨŽƌƵƐ
ǁŚŽŵĞƚŚŝŵĂƚƚŚĂƚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞ͕ƐǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐŵĞĞƟŶŐďƵƚ͕/ǁƌŝƚĞƚŚĞƐĞŶŽƚĞƐ͕ĨŽƌ
those who hear and read the story later.
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Human rights
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The families of MartyrsŚĞƌŵĞŶWĂƌŐƵƌŐŝƐ͕
,Ğƌ,ƵƐďĂŶĚŐŚĂͲ:ĂŶKĚŝƐŚƵ͕ŶĚ,ĞƌĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͕ZĂŵŝŶĂKĚŝƐŚƵ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1991ͬ12ͬ25

The Photo of

Martyr Agha-Jan Odishu
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƵƌŝŶŐĂŶŝƌͲZĂŝĚ
Martyred on 1988ͬ3ͬ11

The Photo of

Martyr Zhermen Pargurgis
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƵƌŝŶŐĂŶŝƌͲZĂŝĚ
Martyred on 1988ͬ3ͬ11

The Photo of

Martyr Ramina Odishu
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƵƌŝŶŐĂŶŝƌͲZĂŝĚ
Martyred on 1988ͬ3ͬ11

I am the daughter of a mother who lost her eldest daughter, her son-in-law
and her grand-daughter in an air-raid. I write these lines to describe events addressed to my mother.
/ƚǁĂƐƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐŽĨŽƵƌĨĞƐƟǀĂůŽĨĂƐƚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞĚĂǇǁŚĞŶĂůůďĞůŝĞǀŝŶŐŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ
ǁĞƌĞ ĨĂƐƟŶŐ͖ ƐŽŵĞ ŽŶůǇ ĨĂƐƚ ƚŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ĨĞǁ ĚĂǇƐ ďƵƚ ǇŽƵ ĚŝĚ ŽďƐĞƌǀĞ Ăůů ƚŚĞ 49
ĚĂǇƐ ŽĨ ĨĂƐƟŶŐ͕ ƚŚĂƚ ŝƐ͕ ǇŽƵ ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ ƚŽƵĐŚ ŵĞĂƚ Žƌ ĚĂŝƌǇ ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ ĂŶĚ ŽŶůǇ ĂƚĞ
ǀĞŐĞƚĂďůĞƐ͘ ǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ ǁĂƐ ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ĨĞƐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͖ ƚŚĞ ŚŽƵƐĞ ǁĂƐ ƟĚŝĞĚ
up and cakes, sweets and fruits were bought. Since this morning your daughter
ŚĞƌŵĞŶĂŶĚŚĞƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌZĂŵŝŶĂĐĂŵĞŚĞƌĞƚŽŚĞůƉǇŽƵĂŶĚǇŽƵƌƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁ
ǁĞŶƚŽƵƚƐŚŽƉƉŝŶŐ͘dŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƐŽƟƌĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇƐůĞƉƚŝŶŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͗ŚĞƌŵĞŶ͕ŚŝƐ
husband and their daughter Ramina. I wish they hadn’t stayed with us!
ŚĞƌŵĞŶǁĂƐǇŽƵƌĞůĚĞƐƚĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌĂŶĚǇŽƵůŽǀĞĚŚĞƌƐŽĚĞĂƌůǇ͖ŚĞƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚ
ŐŚĂͲ:ĂŶ ǁĂƐ Ă ƌĞĂů ŐĞŶƚůĞŵĂŶ͘ zŽƵ ƌĞĂůůǇ ůŽǀĞĚ ďŽƚŚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞŵ͘ dŚŝƐ ǁĂƐ͕ ŽĨ
course, before your grand-daughter Ramina was born, then she became your
most beloved! Now, Ramina is a 16 year-old girl. I know you have been hard of
ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐĨŽƌƐŽŵĞƟŵĞĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŶŝŐŚƚǇŽƵǁĞƌĞǀĞƌǇƟƌĞĚĂŶĚĨĞůůŝŶƚŽĂĚĞĞƉ
sleep. That’s why you didn’t hear the explosion and the people in the street
ǁŚŽǁĞƌĞƐŚŽƵƟŶŐŽŶƚŽƉŽĨƚŚĞŝƌǀŽŝĐĞƐ͘tŚĞŶǇŽƵǁŽŬĞƵƉ͕ǇŽƵĐŽƵůĚŚĂƌĚůǇ
breathe for there was smoke and dust everywhere and you started coughing
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ďĂĚůǇ͘/ŶƚŚĞĚĂƌŬǇŽƵĐĂůůĞĚŽƵƚŚĞƌŵĞŶƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚŚĞůƉǇŽƵďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐ
ŶŽƌĞƉůǇ͘dŚĞŶǇŽƵŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĞĂďƵŶĚĂŶĐĞŽĨĚƵƐƚ͕ƐŵŽŬĞĂŶĚĮƌĞĂůůĂƌŽƵŶĚ͕
ǇŽƵďĞŐĂŶƚŽƚƌĞŵďůĞĂŶĚĂŐĂŝŶƐŚŽƵƚĞĚ͗ŚĞƌŵĞŶ͕ŚĞƌŵĞŶ͕ZĂŵŝŶĂ͕ZĂŵŝŶĂ͙
no one was around you inside the house but there was an awful amount of cries
and shouts outside. Then you wrapped yourself by a bed-cloth and went out of
your house: It was doomsday outside and you cried: Oh, Jesus Christ.

dŚĞŵŝƐƐŝůĞŚĂĚĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚǇŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚŚĂůĨŽĨǇŽƵƌŽǁŶŚŽƵƐĞ͖
you were gazing helplessly at the rubble that used to be your house. Solmaz, our
neighbor on the right side brought you a manteaux and a head-scarf, she put
them on you herself and next she came back with a pair of shippers and a glass
ŽĨƐƵŐĂƌĞĚǁĂƚĞƌ͘zŽƵŚĂĚǇŽƵƌŚĞĂĚĚŽǁŶ͕ǇŽƵƌůĞŐƐǁĞƌĞƐŚŽǁŝŶŐ͘ŌĞƌĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐƚŚĞƐƵŐĂƌĞĚǁĂƚĞƌ͕/ƚŚŝŶŬǇŽƵƌĞĂůŝǌĞĚǁŚĂƚŚĂĚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͘zŽƵƌĂŶƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ
ƚŚĞƌƵďďůĞǁŚĞƌĞŚĞŵĞŶ͕ŚĞƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚĂŶĚŚĞƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͕ǇŽƵƌŐƌĂŶĚͲĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͕
ǁĞƌĞƐůĞĞƉŝŶŐ͘zŽƵƐƚŽŽĚŽŶƚŚĞŚĞĂƉƐŽĨƌƵďďůĞĂŶĚƐĐƌĞĂŵĞĚ͗ŚĞƌŵĞŶ͕ŚĞƌmen. Two people in military uniforms approached you and you asked them in
ĚĞƐƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͗tŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͕ŵǇƐŽŶͲŝŶͲůĂǁĂŶĚŵǇŐƌĂŶĚͲĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͍͊
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dŚĞǇ ƐĂŝĚ ŝĨ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ ŝŶũƵƌĞĚ͕ ƚŚĞǇ ŚĂǀĞ ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ ďĞĞŶ ƚĂŬĞŶ ƚŽ ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͘ zŽƵ
ŽŶůǇŚĞĂƌĚƚŚĞǁŽƌĚ͚ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͛ĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚƚŚĞŵƚŽƚĂŬĞǇŽƵƚŚĞƌĞ͖ŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĞŶ
looked at his comrade and said: Okay, mother, let’s go.
dŚĞ ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů ǁĂƐ ĨƵůů ŽĨ ŝŶũƵƌĞĚ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͖ ǇŽƵ ŚĂĚ ŶŽƚ ƚŚĞ ĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ ƚŽ ƉƵůů ƚŚĞ
sheets aside from over them but Solmaz asked one of the doctors there about it.
What’s her name? The doctor asked.
ـŚĞƌŵĞŶWƵƌŐƵƌŐŝƐ͘
 ـWas she injured by the bomb from a missile?
ـzĞƐ͕/ǁĂƐƚŽůĚƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞďƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞƌĞ͘
 ـWas she accompanied by others?
ـzĞƐ͕ŚĞƌŚƵƐďĂŶĚĂŶĚŚĞƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͘
dŚĞĚŽĐƚŽƌůŽŽŬĞĚĂƚƚŚĞŐƌŽƵŶĚ͕ƚŚĞŶůŽŽŬĞĚĂƚ^ŽůŵĂǌǁŚŽǁĂƐďŝƟŶŐƚŚĞůĂƉ
ŽĨ ŚĞƌ ͚ĐŚĂĚŽƌ͛ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞŶ ǁŚŝƐƉĞƌĞĚ͗ >Ă ŝůĂŚĂ ĞůůĂůͲůĂŚ͕ ŶŽ͕ ƚŚĞǇ ĂƌĞ ŶŽƚ ƚĂŬĞŶ
here, you must go and look for them at your ruined house!
^ŽůŵĂǌǁĞƉƚĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƐŚĞĞŵďƌĂĐĞĚǇŽƵďƵƚǇŽƵǁĞƌĞƐƟůůŝŶĂŚŽƌƌŝďůĞƐŚŽĐŬ͕
ǇŽƵĚŝĚŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚƚŽďĞůŝĞǀĞǁŚĂƚŚĂĚĂĐƚƵĂůůǇŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͖ǇŽƵĚŝĚŶ͛ƚƵƩĞƌĂǁŽƌĚ
on the way back, but we saw the rubble of your house again, then you began
to believe that the hellish missile has taken away everything you had. Then you
ŵŽǀĞĚƚŚĞƌƵďďůĞǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌďĂƌĞŚĂŶĚƐŝŶƐĞĂƌĐŚŽĨǇŽƵƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͖ďůŽŽĚǁĂƐ
ƉŽƵƌŝŶŐĚŽǁŶĨƌŽŵǇŽƵƌŶĂŝůĂŶĚ͕ĂŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐǇŽƵĨĂŝŶƚĞĚ͘

ƚŚŽŵĞǁŚĞŶǇŽƵŽƉĞŶĞĚǇŽƵƌĞǇĞƐǇŽƵƐĂǁ^ŽůŵĂǌǁŚŽǁĂƐĐŽŶƐŽůŝŶŐǇŽƵ
ŝŶdƵƌŬŝƐŚ͘zŽƵŐŽƚƵƉƚŽĂŐĂŝŶƐĞĂƌĐŚĨŽƌŚĞƌŵĞŶďƵƚǇŽƵƐĂǁǇŽƵƌƐŽŶ͕ďƌĂ-
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ŚŝŵĂƚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌǁŝƚŚĚƵƐƚĂŶĚĮůƚŚĂůůŽǀĞƌŚŝƐĐůŽƚŚĞƐ͘,ŝƐƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇ
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇĨŽƌǇŽƵ͖ŚĞĨĞůůĚŽǁŶŽŶŚŝƐŬŶĞĞƐĂŶĚƐĂŝĚŝŶƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͗KŚ͕ǇĞŵŵĂ͕
yemma (mother).
dŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ ŝŶ ƟŐŚƚ ĞŵďƌĂĐĞ ĨŽƌ Ă ĨĞǁ ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ ǁŝƚŚ ƚĞĂƌƐ ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ ĚŽǁŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ
ĨĂĐĞ͖ŽŶĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƚĞůůǁŚŽ͛ƐĐŽŶƐŽůŝŶŐǁŚŽ͊ďƌĂŚŝŵŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽŐƌĂĚƵĂůůǇŽǀĞƌcome his grief but you remained in your grief-stricken mood for months.
ŶǇǁĂǇǁŚĞŶǇŽƵĐĂŵĞŽƵƚŽĨ^ŽůŵĂǌ͛ƐŚŽƵƐĞ͕ǇŽƵƐĂǁĚŽǌĞŶƐŽĨƉĞŽƉůĞǁĞĞƉŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ƐŚŽƵƟŶŐ ĂŶĚ ƐŝŌŝŶŐ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ ƌƵďďůĞ ďǇ ƐƉĂĚĞƐ͖ ƚŚĞǇ ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ ĂůůŽǁ
bulldozers to do the job because they could harm the body of the dead or injure
ƚŚŽƐĞƉŽƐƐŝďůǇĂůŝǀĞ͘ůƐŽ ĂďƵůůĚŽǌĞƌŚĂĚ ďĞĞŶƵƐĞĚŝŶ ƚŚĞďŽŵďĞĚ ŚŽƵƐĞ ŽĨ
ŽƵƌ:ĞǁŝƐŚŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐ͕Dƌ͘zĂƋŽƵď͕ŚŝƐǁŝĨĞĂŶĚƚǁŽĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŚŽŚĂĚĂůůďĞĞŶ
killed, but the bulldozer had damaged the bodies. In the other street near us,
ƚŚŝŶŐƐǁĞƌĞǁŽƌƐĞ͖ƚǁŽǇŽƵŶŐŵĞŶ͕ĂƐƐŽŽŶĂƐƚŚĞǇŚĞĂƌƚŚĞƐŝƌĞŶ͕ƚŚĞǇƌƵƐŚŽƵƚ
of their house but their mother, who was moving slowly had not reached the
ƐƚƌĞĞƚǁŚĞŶĂŵŝƐƐŝůĞĨĞůůŝŶƚŚĞŵŝĚĚůĞŽĨƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚŬŝůůŝŶŐŚĞƌďŽƚŚƐŽŶƐ͖ƚŚĞǇ
ďŽƚŚǁĞƌĞƚĞŶŶŝƐĐŚĂŵƉŝŽŶƐ͘tŚĞŶŵŽƚŚĞƌŽƉĞŶĞĚŚĞƌĞǇĞƐĂŌĞƌƚŚŝƐƌĂŝĚ͕ƐŚĞ
ŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚŶŽƚŵƵĐŚǁĂƐůĞŌŽĨŚĞƌƚǁŽƐŽŶƐ͘
zĞƐ͕ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƚŚĞƐĂŵĞŶŝŐŚƚǁĞĨĂĐĞĚƐĞǀĞƌĂůƐƵĐŚŚĞĂƌƚͲďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ͕ďŝƩĞƌĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘/
should further say that the bodies of our martyrs were digged out from the rubble
ďƵƚƚŚĞŶĂŶĚĞǀĞŶďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞŝƌĨƵŶĞƌĂů͕ǁĞĚŝĚůĞƚŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĞĞƚŚĞŵ͘ƚƚŚĞĨƵŶĞƌĂů
ƐŽŵĞ ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ŽĨ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ ŚĂĚ ũŽŝŶĞĚ ƵƐ ĂŶĚ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ƐĂŝĚ ƚŽ ƚŚĞŵ͗ DǇ
wounded heart is worse than yours because your sons were soldiers and when
they joined the military, you could think that their martyrdom was probable, also
they fought for their country and fought courageously against the aggressive enemy and lost their lives in this honourable path, but my 16-year old Ramina, with
ĨĂƐƟŶŐůŝƉƐǁĞŶƚƚŽƐůĞĞƉŝŶŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞĨŽƌĂƐƚĞƌǀĞ͙͘ĂŶĚƐŚĞƉĞƌŝƐŚĞĚ͊
zŽƵ͛ƌĞƌŝŐŚƚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ǇŽƵƌƐŽƌƌŽǁǁĂƐƵŶďĞĂƌĂďůĞ͕ƚŚŽƐĞĚĂǇƐǇŽƵǁĞƌĞũƵƐƚůŝŬĞ
drunken people, you couldn’t walk properly, you kept talking to yourself all the
ƟŵĞ͕ǇŽƵŬĞƉƚƐǁĞĂƌŝŶŐĂƚ^ĂĚĚĂŵ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ͕ǇŽƵĂƐŬĞĚ'ŽĚƚŽďƌŝŶŐŚŝŵƚŽŚŝƐ
ĞƚĞƌŶĂůĚĂŵŶĂƟŽŶ͕ŚŝŵĂŶĚĂůůŚŝƐĨŽƌĞŝŐŶƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌƐ͘
tŚĂƚƐŚĂůů/ƐĂǇĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐŽͲĐĂůůĞĚŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂůŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ͕ƚŚĞhŶŝƚĞĚEĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌŚƵŵĂŶͲƌŝŐŚƚƐĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞƐ͍dŚĞǇŶĞǀĞƌƉĂŝĚĂƩĞŶƟŽŶƚŽ^ĂĚĚ-
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Ăŵ͛ƐƵƐŝŶŐĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůǁĞĂƉŽŶƐ͕ďŽŵďŝŶŐĐŝǀŝůŝĂŶƐŝŶƉŽƉƵůĂƚĞĚĐŝƟĞƐ͕ŶŽǀŽŝĐĞƐ
even from those who call themselves the followers of Jesus Christ! No, no
ƉƌŽƚĞƐƚƐ͕ŶŽĐŽŶĚĞŵŶĂƟŽŶƐ͕ƉŽůŝƟĐĂůĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ/ƐůĂŵŝĐ/ƌĂŶƐƵīŽĐĂƚĞĚƚŚĞŵŝŶƚŽĚĞĂĚůǇƐŝůĞŶĐĞ͕ŶŽ͕ǇŽƵƌZĂŵŝŶĂĂŶĚŚĞƌŵĞŶǁĞƌĞŶŽƚƉĂƌƚƐ
of their human rights!
ƵƚŚĞƌĞŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͕ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐǁĂƐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͗ůůƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŽĨŽƵƌĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͕ǁŚŽĂƌĞ
ŵŽƐƚůǇ DƵƐůŝŵƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐͲůĞĂĚĞƌ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͛Ɛ ŵŽƐƋƵĞ ƚŽŽŬ ƉĂƌƚ ŝŶ
our mourning ceremonies and wept for our martyrs because here is the land of
/ŵĂŵůŝǁŚŽŶĞǀĞƌĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƚĞĚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁĞƌƐŽĨŽƚŚĞƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶƐ͘KŶĐĞ
the army chiefs asked permission from Imam Khomeini to retaliate Saddam’s
ƌĂŝĚƐĂŶĚƚŽůĂƵŶĐŚŵŝƐƐŝůĞƐŝŶƚŽ/ƌĂƋŝĐŝƟĞƐďƵƚ/ŵĂŵ<ŚŽŵĞŝŶŝ͕ǁŚŽǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇ
ĂŶĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞŽĨŚƵŵĂŶƌŝŐŚƚƐ͕ĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚ͗ŽŶůǇŝĨƐƵĐŚĂƩĂĐŬƐǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚŚĂƌŵĐŝǀŝůŝĂŶƐĂŶĚŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŽĨƚŚĞĐŝƟĞƐĂŶĚƚŽǁŶƐ͘
Now some three years have passed since those tragic events. Imam Khomeini
ƉĂƐƐĞĚĂǁĂǇƚǁŽǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽĂŶĚŚŝƐƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŽƌ͕ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŝƐĂƐũƵƐƚĂƐ
he was.
The Visit
This evening the honorable Leader has decided to pay a visit to our family. Ebrahim is unfortunately not in Tehran but Karin, his wife and Ramsi, his son are at
ŚŽŵĞƚŽŚĞůƉŵŽƚŚĞƌƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĨŽƌƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘&ŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇŝƚŝƐŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ
Eve and everything is almost ready for receiving guests.
tĞůů͕ƚŚĞƉŽƉƵůĂƌ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƌƌŝǀĞƐ͕ƐĂǇƐƐĂůĂĂŵǁŝƚŚĂƐŵŝůĞŽŶŚŝƐĨĂĐĞĂŶĚĮƌƐƚŽĨ
all asks about the martyrs’ mother.
Mother sits on a chair and Ramsi sits on a couch next to Mr. Khamenei. I can’t
ďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚŽƵƌǇŽƵŶŐZĂŵƐŝŝƐƐŝƫŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ĂŌĞƌĮŶĚŝŶŐŽƵƚƚŚĂƚŵŽƚŚĞƌĐŽŵĞƐĨƌŽŵhƌƵŵŝĂ͕ĂƐŬƐŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚ
ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐůŝǀŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞĂŶĚƚŚĞůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐƐŚĞƐƉĞĂŬƐ͘
^ŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͗
ـtŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů͕ƐŽǇŽƵƐƉĞĂŬdƵƌŬŝƐŚ͕ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĂŶĚWĞƌƐŝĂŶ͊
ـzĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͘
ŶĚŚĞƌĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌͲŝŶͲůĂǁĂĚĚƐ͗ƐŚĞĂůƐŽƐƉĞĂŬƐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͘
tŚĞƌĞĚŝĚǇŽƵůĞĂƌŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͍ The Leader asks.
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 ـIn school, when I was a child.
 ـIn Urumia or here?
 ـNo, in Tabriz.
I’m thinking about mother’s tumultuous life: born in Urumia, schooling in Tabriz
and then living in Tehran. In fact, the Leader doesn’t know that mother’s daughƚĞƌͲŝŶͲůĂǁŝƐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͘
The Leader says: zĞƐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŵĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶůŝǀŝŶŐŝŶdĂďƌŝǌĂƐǁĞůůĂƐŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ͕ďƵƚŝŶhƌƵŵŝĂ͕/ĚŽŶ͛ƚƚŚŝŶŬŵĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐůŝǀĞƚŚĞƌĞ͘
<ĂƌŝŶƐĂǇƐ͗ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐƚŚĞƌĞƚŽŽ͕ƚŚĞƐĞĚĂǇƐ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞůŽƚƐŽĨƚŚĞŵ͘
The Leader says: ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐŝŶhƌƵŵŝĂĂŶĚtĞƐƚͲǌĂƌďŝũĂŶ
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŶĂƟǀĞƐŽĨƚŚĞƌĞŐŝŽŶďƵƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂƌĞĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞ͕ŝŶdĞŚran, Tabriz, Isfahan and other places. Then the Leader asks Ramsi if he speaks
ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͘
,ĞƌĞ<ĂƌŝŶũƵŵƉƐŝŶĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ŵǇƐŽŶƐƉĞĂŬƐďŽƚŚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĂŶĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ĂŵƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͘
ـ/ƐĞĞ͕ǇŽƵĂƌĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͘
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,ĞƌĞZĂŵƐŝĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐ͗DǇĨĂƚŚĞƌŝƐƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĂŶĚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĂƐƐŚĞũƵƐƚƐĂŝĚ͕ŝƐ
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐǁŚǇ/ƐƉĞĂŬďŽƚŚůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘
/ŶŽƟĐĞƚŚĂƚŝƚǁĂƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŽƐĞĞƚŚĂƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂŶĚƐƐǇƌŝans have married and formed a family.
dŚĞŶǁĞƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĂŶĚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐŶĞĂƌƵƐĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŽƵƌ
ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĐŚƵƌĐŚŝƐůŽĐĂƚĞĚŽŶYĂǀĂŵͲĂůͲ^ĂůƚĂŶĞŚ^ƚƌĞĞƚ͘
The Leader says:YĂǀĂŵͲĂůͲ^ĂůƚĂŶĞŚƉĞƌŝƐŚĞĚĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞĂŐŽ͊
ƚƚŚŝƐǁĞĂůůůĂƵŐŚĂŶĚ<ĂƌŝŶƋƵŝĐŬůǇĂĚĚƐ͗
 ـ/ŬŶŽǁ͕ŝƚƐŶĞǁŶĂŵĞŝƐ͚30th of Teer’ Street. The Leader then narrates
an account about this important name-change for our further knowledge:
zŽƵŵƵƐƚŬŶŽǁǁŚǇƚŚŝƐŶĞǁŶĂŵĞ30th of the month of Teer is associated
ǁŝƚŚYĂǀĂŵ͘ƌ͘DƵƐĂĚĚĞŐŚƌĞƐŝŐŶĞĚĂĨĞǁĚĂǇƐůĂƚĞƌĂŶĚƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂŵĞ
out into the streets in his support to reinstate Musaddegh but the Shah
had already appointed Qavam-al-Saltaneh as prime-minister to stop peoƉůĞ͛ƐĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘YĂǀĂŵͲĂůͲ^ĂůƚĂŶĞŚƚŚĞŶĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚŝŶĂƚŽƵŐŚŵĞƐsage: Everything has changed, I will deal with you violently, I arrest you, I
ŬŝůůǇŽƵ͖ǁĂƌŶŝŶŐƐůŝŬĞƚŚĞƐĞ͘ƵƚƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞŵĂŶǇďĞŝŶŐŬŝůůĞĚĂŶĚ
ŝŶũƵƌĞĚ͕ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ŵĂƐƐ ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ŚŝƐ ƉƌĞŵŝĞƌƐŚŝƉ ůĂƐƚed only for some 36ŚŽƵƌƐ͘ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ĂƐŚĂŶŝ͕ƚŚĞƚŚĞŶƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐůĞĂĚĞƌ
had also threatened the Shah’s regime and supported Musaddegh and
ŚĞǁĂƐƌĞŝŶƐƚĂƚĞĚŝŶŚŝƐƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ͘dŚĂƚ͛ƐǁŚǇƉĞŽƉůĞĐŚĂŶŐĞĚƚŚĞŶĂŵĞŽĨ
ƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚĨƌŽŵYĂǀĂŵͲĂůͲ^ĂůƚĂŶĞŚŝŶƚŽ͚30ƚŚŽĨdĞĞƌ͖͛ƚŚĞǇƐŚŽǁĞĚŐŽŽĚ
taste in this choice.
ŶĚǁĞ͕ǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞǁŚŽĚŝĚŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁƚŚĞƐƚŽƌǇ͕ƚŚŝŶŬ͗ǁŚĂƚŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůĨĂĐƚƐůĂǇ
behind the street where our church is located.
Then the Leader, who seems to be interested in our languages, says: So you all
ŬŶŽǁďŽƚŚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂŶĚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͕ǁĞůů͕ƚĞůůŵĞǁŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞǁŽƌĚĨŽƌ͚ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛
ŝŶƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͍
ـtĞƐĂǇŝƚ͛Ɛ͚ǇĞŵŵĂ͛͘
ـŶĚŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͍
<ĂƌŝŶĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ͗DĂǇƌŝŽƌŵĂŵĂ͘ŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌǁŚŽ͛ƐĞůĚĞƌƚŚĂŶĂůůŽĨƵƐƐĂǇƐ͗DĂǇƌŝ
ŝƐďĞƩĞƌ͕ŵĂŵĂŝƐĨŽƌĞŝŐŶ͊
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The Leader says: ǁĞůů͕ŵĂŶǇƉĞŽƉůĞƵƐĞŵĂŵĂĂůƐŽĂŶĚŝŶƌĂďŝĐƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚĨŽƌ
ŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐ͚ƵŵŵĂ͛ǁŚŝĐŚŝƐƐŝŵŝůĂƌƚŽƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͘
dŚĞĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞŝŶƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞŚĂƐďĞĐŽŵĞƐŽŝŶƟŵĂƚĞƚŚĂƚŶŽǁŵŽƚŚĞƌĐŽƵůĚ
recount what she went through that night. In fact the Leader gives this chance
to mother to pour out her heart by asking her about that night.
So she narrates everything: her being sleep, the explosion in that Easter Eve,
ƚŚĞŝƌĨĂƐƟŶŐ͕ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚďĂƌĞͲĨŽŽƚĞĚ͕ƚŚĞƚŽƌŶďŽĚŝĞƐŽĨŚĞƌ:ĞǁŝƐŚ
neighbours, the whole story, and she concludes: I swear to God, Mr. Khamenei,
that no one knows what I went through that horrible night.
The Leader says: yes, it’s tough, very hard to bear, may God give you proper rewards, these worldly events are really tough, lady.
ـzĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ďƵƚŝƚǁĂƐĂǁĨƵů͕ŝĨŽŶĞŐŽĞƐƚŽƐůĞĞƉĂŶĚŶĞǀĞƌǁĂŬĞƐƵƉ͕ŝƚǁŽƵůĚ
ďĞďĞƩĞƌ͕ďƵƚŝŶŵǇĐĂƐĞŵǇĚĞĂƌĞƐƚŽŶĞƐŶĞǀĞƌǁŽŬĞƵƉďƵƚ/͛ŵƐƟůůĂůŝǀĞ͘
 ـzĞƐ͕ ǇĞƐ͕ ŵĂǇ 'ŽĚ ůŵŝŐŚƚǇ ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ ǇŽƵƌ ŽƚŚĞƌ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ĂŶĚ ŬĞĞƉ ƚŚŝƐ
young boy, this daughter-in-law and your grand-children in good health
for you, May God damn Saddam Hussein eternally for he did bring about
ĂůůƚŚĞƐĞƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐƐ͘
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Now Karin brings tea and puts a cup in front of Mr. Khamenei and he says in a
humourous tone:/ĨǇŽƵŐŝǀĞƵƐĂƐƵŐĂƌͲůƵŵƉ͕ŝƚǁŽƵůĚďĞďĞƩĞƌ͊
Karin gets up to bring sugar from the kitchen while saying: you must excuse us,
sir, but your surprised visit really made us confused!
The Leader says: tĞůů͕ǇŽƵŚĂĚĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚĨŽƌǇŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĨĞƐƟǀŝƚǇ͕
you shouldn’t have done anything more for our sake!
dŚĞƐĞƌĞŵĂƌŬƐďƌŝŶŐƐŵŝůĞƐƚŽĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇ͛ƐĨĂĐĞďƵƚŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐƐƟůůƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌŝŶŐƚŚĂƚŶŝŐŚƚ͗zŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕Ɛŝƌ͕/ǁĂƐŐŽŝŶŐŚĞƌĞĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞũƵƐƚůŝŬĞƚŚĞĚƌƵŶŬ͕ůŝŬĞ
mad people.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚƌŝĞƐĂŐĂŝŶƚŽĐŽŶƐŽůĞŚĞƌŝŶŚŝƐŬŝŶĚ͕ĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞǁĂǇ͗Well, yes, you
ŚĂǀĞƚŽďĞƉĂƟĞŶƚ͕ůŝĨĞŝƐŚĂƌĚŝŶĚĞĞĚ͕ǇŽƵŵƵƐƚƚŚĂŶŬ'ŽĚ͕ůŝĨĞŝƐŶŽƚĂůǁĂǇƐ
absolute happiness or joy and such events also take place.
Mother says: I used to be as strong as many men, sir.
'ـŽĚǁŝůůŝŶŐǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĮŶĞŶŽǁ͕ǇŽƵƐĞĞŵƚŽďĞĂƐƚƌŽŶŐ͕ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚůĂĚǇ͘
DŽƚŚĞƌƚŚĞŶŐŽĞƐŽŶŶĂƌƌĂƟŶŐŚŽǁĂĐƟǀĞĂŶĚƐƉŝƌŝƚĞĚƐŚĞǁĂƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞĚĂǇƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕ŚŽǁƐŚĞŚĞůƉĞĚƚŚĞĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐďǇƚĂŬŝŶŐǁĂƚĞƌ͕
fruits and ice to them and how she joined their ranks, and how, when she saw
people being beaten, wounded or shot, she hated the Shah’s brutal regime.
ŌĞƌ ƚŚŝƐ͕ ƚŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ ƚĂůŬƐ ƚŽ ZĂŵƐŝ ŝŶ Ă ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ ĂŶĚ ŚƵŵŽƵƌŽƵƐ ƚŽŶĞ͗ Well,
ǇŽƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂŶĚǇŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͕ĂŌĞƌĂůů͕ǁŚŝĐŚŽŶĞĂƌĞǇŽƵ͍
ZĂŵƐŝƐĂǇƐ͗ŝƚĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚŵĂŬĞĂŶǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ͘
ƵƚŵŽƚŚĞƌĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͗ǁĞůů͕ŚĞ͛ƐŵŽƌĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌŝƐƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͕
the father is more important!
Mr. Khamenei does not agree and says: both are important, both are principal causes. ZĂŵƐŝǁŚŽ͛ƐƐŝƚƚŝŶŐŶĞǆƚƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/͛ŵŚĂůĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ
ĂŶĚŚĂůĨƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚĂůŬƐĂůŝƩůĞŵŽƌĞǁŝƚŚZĂŵƐŝŝŶĂŵĂŶͲƚŽͲŵĂŶŵĂƩĞƌĂŶĚǁĞƌĞĂůůǇ
enjoy watching this scene.
The Leader says:ŌĞƌĂůů͕ŝĨǇŽƵŐƌŽǁƵƉƚŽďĞĂŐĞŶƚůĞŵĂŶ͕ĂŶĞĚƵĐĂƚĞĚƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕
useful to the society in your job and your way of thinking, to be kind to people
ĂŶĚŚƵŵďůĞŝŶƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŽĨ'ŽĚ͕ƚŚĞŶŝƚŵĂƩĞƌƐŶŽƚĂƚĂůůǁŚĞƚŚĞƌǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͕ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶŽƌĞůƐĞ͘
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Karin, the daughter-in-law, encouraged by Mr. Khamenei’s fatherly advice, says:
Fortunately, sir, we’ve been married for some 25 years and, whole our married
ůŝĨĞ͕ǁĞ͛ǀĞŶĞǀĞƌŚĂĚĂŶǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌƚŽŶŐƵĞƐǁĞƌĞĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͖ĞƚŚŶŝĐŽƌŝŐŝŶƐĂƌĞŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĞůƐĞ͕ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐďĞůŽŶŐƚŽƚŚĞƌŝĂŶ
ƌĂĐĞĂŶĚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶƐĂƌĞ^ĞŵŝƟĐďƵƚǁĞŐĞƚĂůŽŶŐǁĞůů͘
The Leader says: ƚŚĞŶĂƟŽŶĂůŝƚǇŽĨďŽƚŚŽĨǇŽƵŝƐ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶ͘
zŽƵ͛ƌĞƌŝŐŚƚ͕ǁĞ͛ƌĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶ͕ƐĂǇƐ<ĂƌŝŶ͘dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐ͗Both are IraŶŝĂŶƐ͕ŝŶ/ƌĂŶǁĞŚĂǀĞƌĂď/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐ͕dƵƌŬŝƐŚ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐ͕<ƵƌĚŝƐŚ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐ͕WĞƌƐŝĂŶ
/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐ͕ŝƚĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚŵĂƩĞƌŝĨƉĞŽƉůĞĂƌĞĨƌŽŵĚŝīĞƌent racial origins.
Karin comments: we’re surly proud to be Iranian.
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂůĨĂĐƚ͘
ـtĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐĂƌĞĞǆƚƌĞŵĞůǇŚĂƉƉǇǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞƉƵďůŝĐ͘
 ـCertainly, because the Republic is yours too.
 ـI mean Muslims in this Republic are most kind to us.
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞƉƵďůŝĐďĞůŽŶŐƐƚŽĂůů͘
dŚĞŶ / ƐĂǇ͗ǆĐƵƐĞ ŵĞ ĨŽƌ ƚĂŬŝŶŐ ǇŽƵƌ ƟŵĞ ďƵƚ / ŵƵƐƚ ƚĞůů ǇŽƵ ĂďŽƵƚ ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ
incident that night. That night we found out that my mother’s hand bag was
missing, she used to keep her gold ornaments, rings and coins there. The hand
ďĂŐǁĂƐƚĂŬĞŶƚŽƚŚĞŐŽǀĞƌŶŽƌ͛ƐŽĸĐĞ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĞǁĞƌĞĂƐŬĞĚ͗ǁŚĂƚĚŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞ
in that bag? But mother, in her dizziness, couldn’t remember anything! There
ǁĞƌĞŽƚŚĞƌƚŚŝŶŐƐďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐƚŽŽƚŚĞƌƐĂƐǁĞůů͘dŚĞŽĸĐĞƌƚŚĞƌĞƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇ
ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƚŚĞŶŐŝǀĞĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐƚŽƵƐ͘ƚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞ͕ƚŚĞĚĞƉƵƚǇͲŐŽǀĞƌŶŽƌĐĂŵĞĂŶĚ
ĂƐŬĞĚƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂů͗tŚĂƚĂƌĞǇŽƵĚŽŝŶŐ͍ŶĚƚŚĞŶŚĞŽƌĚĞƌĞĚƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂů͗ƚŚƌŽǁ
down everything before them, they’ll then pick up what’s theirs, these are honest people, trust them. I can’t really be more thankful to this kind approach.
Then the Leader said: It should be so in the Islamic system, all people are unĚĞƌŽŶĞŇĂŐ͕ŶŽŽŶĞƐŚŽƵůĚďĞĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƚĞĚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ͕ĂŶĚǁĞ͕ĂƐƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ
ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐŚĂǀĞƚŽĚĞĨĞŶĚĂŶĚƉƌŽƚĞĐƚƚŚĞŵĂůůŝŶĞƋƵĂůŵĂŶŶĞƌƐ͖ǁŚĞŶǇŽƵ
ĚĞĨĞŶĚƚŚĞƌŝŐŚƚŽĨĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ͕ǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚĂƐŬƚŚĞŵĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŝƌƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ͖ĂůůĐŝƚizens are sons and daughters of this country, as one family, we should protect
everybody’s rights.
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While the Leader spoke, I remembered how the western governments that
always claim to guard human rights, have dealt with Muslims in Bosnia-HerzeŐŽǀŝŶĂ͕ŝŶWĂůĞƐƟŶĞĂŶĚŵĂŶǇŽƚŚĞƌƐƉŽƚƐĂŶĚŚŽǁƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞĐůŽƐĞĚƚŚĞŝƌĞǇĞƐ
ƚŽŶƵŵĞƌŽƵƐĐƌŝŵĞƐĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚDƵƐůŝŵƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌŵŝŶŽƌŝƟĞƐŝŶƚŚĞŝƌ
own countries!
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ŶŽǁŽƵƌĚĞĂƌŐƵĞƐƚŚĂƐŚĂĚŚŝƐƚĞĂĂŶĚŐĞƚƐƵƉƚŽƐĂǇŐŽŽĚďǇĞ͗Once
again I congratulate you on the occasion of Christmas and the holy birth of Jesus,
please convey my salaam to your father when he comes back. We all thank him
for his kind visit and he adds: KƵƌŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶǁĂƐƚŽƌĞĂůůǇĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŽƵƌĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶƚŽĂĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐǁŚŽůŽƐƚƚŚĞŝƌůŝǀĞƐĨŽƌƚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͕ĨŽƌŽƵƌZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĞīŽƌƚƐ͕ƚŚŝƐǁĂƐŽƵƌƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŚĞŶŽīĞƌƐŵŽƚŚĞƌĂƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐŐŝŌĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗Goodbye, may God protect you all.
***

DĂƌƚǇƌƐŚĞƌŵĞŶWĂƌŐƵƌŐŝƐ͕ŐŚĂͲ:ĂŶKĚŝƐŚƵ͕ĂŶĚZĂŵŝŶĂKĚŝƐŚƵƚŽŵďƐ͕ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĐĞŵĞƚƌǇ͕dĞŚƌĂŶ

Twenty-one
ZŽŵĂŶƟĐWŽĞƚƌǇEŝŐŚƚ
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǀŝƐŝƚƐ
the Family Of martyrsĂŚŝŬzĂƐĂŝĂŶ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗ 1989ͬ12ͬ28

The Photo of Mr. Hamlet Toumanian.
Mr. Toumanian took upon himself
ƚŽ ǁƌŝƚĞ ĚŽǁŶ ƚŚĞ ŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚŝƐ
visit. We are most grateful to him.

The Photo of

martyr Vahik Yasaian
DĂƌƚǇƌĞĚŝŶ^ĂƌƉŽůͲĂŚĂď͕<ĞƌŵĂŶƐŚĂŚ
Martyred on 1988ͬ6ͬ24

dŚĞŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶŽĨǁŚĂƚǁĞŶƚŽŶŝŶƚŚĞďĞĂƵƟĨƵů͕ŝŶƟŵĂƚĞĂŶĚůŽǀŝŶŐŵĞĞƟŶŐŝŶ
ƚŚŝƐŚŽƵƐĞďĞƚǁĞĞŶĂŐƌĞĂƚŵĂŶĂŶĚƚŚĞĚĞĂƌĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌzĂƐĂŝĂŶŝƐŝƚƐĞůĨ
ƚŚĞƚĞůůͲƚĂůĞŽĨƚŚĞĨĂĐƚƚŚĂƚƐĞůŇĞƐƐƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐĂŶĚƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞƉĂƚƌŝŽƟƐŵƐƵƌƉĂƐƐes all cults and religions.
DĂƌƚǇƌƐǁĞƌĞŝŶůŽǀĞǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĐŚŽƐĞŶƚŽďĞcome sources of pride and glory so that God will be happy with His own creĂƟŽŶƐ͖ĂŶĚĨŽƌĂĚŝǀŝŶĞůĞĂĚĞƌƚŽŵĞĞƚƚŚĞƉĂƌĞŶƚƐŽĨƐƵĐŚŐƌĞĂƚŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘
Here I should address our martyr, Vahik and say: Everyone respects and reveres
ǇŽƵƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂŶĚǇŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨǇŽƵ͖ŝƚŝƐƚƌƵĞƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŵŝƐƐǇŽƵďĂĚůǇ
ďƵƚƚŚĞǇĂůƐŽƚĂŬĞƉƌŝĚĞŝŶǇŽƵ͘ŌĞƌĂůů͕ĚĞĂƚŚŝƐŝŶĞǀŝƚĂďůĞĨŽƌĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ƐŽ
praise and glory to those, like you, who passed away in honour and pride. Long
ůŝǀĞ/ƌĂŶƚŚĂƚƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚƐƵĐŚŐƌĞĂƚ͕ƐĞůŇĞƐƐǇŽƵƚŚ͘/ŶŵĞŵŽƌǇŽĨĂůůŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ŚĞƌĞ
/ŶĂƌƌĂƚĞƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐŽĨƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌĂŶĚ
ĐŚĂŵƉŝŽŶ͕sĂŚŝŬzĂƐĂŝĂŶ͗
sĂŚŝŬ͕ Ă ĞĂůŽƵƐ͕ ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ ŐĞŶƚůĞŵĂŶ͕ǁĂƐ ĂŶ ĞŶĞŵǇŽĨ Ăůů ŽƉƉƌĞƐƐŽƌƐ ĂŶĚ
ĂĨƌŝĞŶĚĂŶĚŚĞůƉĞƌŽĨƚŚĞǁĞĂŬƉĞŽƉůĞ͘ƐĂƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ŚĞǁĞŶƚƚŽǁĂƌͲ
ĨƌŽŶƚƐƚŽĚĞĨĞŶĚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŶĚƐƚĂǇĞĚƚŚĞƌĞƐƚĞĂĚĨĂƐƚůǇƵŶƟů'ŽĚƌĞĐĂůůĞĚŚŝŵ͘
He was at the fronts for some 27ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͖ŽŶůǇŽŶĞŵŽŶƚŚǁĂƐůĞŌƚŽĮŶŝƐŚŚŝƐ
military service.
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Ɛ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐ Ăůů ƚŚĞ ƚŝŵĞ͕ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ĂůůŽǁĞĚ ƚŽ ĐŽŵĞ ďĂĐŬ ƚŽ
Tehran. But he was drunk with the love of God and love of his country. Otherwise, when his comrades had to retreat, he didn’t go back because he still
ŚĂĚĨŽƵƌƌŽĐŬĞƚƐƚŽĨŝƌĞĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĞŵǇ͖ŚĞƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚŚŝƐůĂƐƚĚƵƚǇĂŶĚĚŝĞĚ
through the enemy’s fire. He gave up his young life for God and for his country. That’s why his family always remember him with pride and honour. He
was also deeply spiritual.
The Visit
Before the Leader’s arrival, his companions had brought us a big bunch of
ŇŽǁĞƌƐĂŶĚƚŚĞƐĐĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞŇŽǁĞƌƐǁĂƐĂŚĞƌĂůĚŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐƉĞƌĨƵŵĞĚ
ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ͘,ĞĂƌƌŝǀĞĚĂŶĚŚŝƐƐĂǇŝŶŐƐĂůĂĂŵĂŶĚĞŶƋƵŝƌŝŶŐĂŌĞƌŽƵƌŚĞĂůƚŚǁĂƐ
ŵŽƐƚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌůǇďƵƚŚŝƐĞǇĞƐƚŽůĚĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƐƚŽƌǇ͗ŚĞǁĂƐĨƵůůŽĨ
praise for the family who had brought up such a chivalrous son as Vahik and
the same happy impression could be observed in the faces of the whole family
who had the Iranian Leader, the great guide to Muslims in many countries, as
ƚŚĞŝƌŐƵĞƐƚ͘dŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞƋƵŝƚĞĂĨĞǁŽĨƵƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂŝĚŚƵŵŽƵrously: What a large family!

ZŽŵĂŶƟĐWŽĞƚƌǇEŝŐŚƚ 331

dŚĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ ƐĂŝĚ͗ KŶĞ ŽĨ ƚŚĞŵ ŝƐ ŵǇ ƐŽŶ ĂŶĚ ŽƚŚĞƌƐ ĂƌĞ ƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐ ĂŶĚ
friends.
 ـWell, how are you yourself?
 ـFine, thank you, sir.
 ـHow about you, lady?
I pray for your health, thank you, you’re so kind to come to us, said the mother.
It’s a great evening and it is also Christmas Eve. Our family members present at
ƚŚŝƐƵŶĨŽƌŐĞƩĂďůĞ͕ƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚŵĞĞƟŶŐŝŶĐůƵĚĞƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕ŚŝƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŚŝƐ
sister and one of his cousins. Mr. Khamenei’s presence in our house on Christmas
ǀĞ͕ƌĞǁĂƌĚƵƐĂůůĨŽƌ:ĞƐƵƐŚƌŝƐƚǁŚŽƚĂƵŐŚƚŚŝƐĨŽůůŽǁĞƌƐƚŽĮŐŚƚƚǇƌĂŶŶǇĂŶĚ
ŽƉƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ͖ŚĞƚĂƵŐŚƚƚŚĞŵƌĞƐŽůƵƚĞƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĂƚƚŚĞĐŽƐƚŽĨŚŝƐŽǁŶŚŽůǇůŝĨĞ͘
The Leader then asks us how Vahik was martyred.
dŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵƐŚŝŵƚŚĂƚŝƚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚĂƚ^ĂƌƉŽůͲĂŚĂďĞĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŚŝƐĐŽŵƌĂĚĞ
ǁŚŽŚĂĚƌƵŶŽƵƚŽĨďƵůůĞƚƐ͕ŚĂĚƚŽƌĞƚƌĞĂƚ͕ďƵƚŚĞƚŽůĚƚŚĞŵ͗/ƐƟůůŚĂǀĞ4 Sahand
ƌŽĐŬĞƚƐ͖/ŵƵƐƚďƌŝŶŐĚŽǁŶƚŚŽƐĞŝŶǀĂĚŝŶŐǁĂƌƉůĂŶĞƐ͊
The Leader says: KƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ ƚŚŽƐĞ ƌŽĐŬĞƚƐ ŶĞĞĚĞĚ Ă ŚŝŐŚ ĚĞŐƌĞĞ ŽĨ ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů
ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ͖ůĂƵŶĐŚŝŶŐ^ĂŚĂŶĚƌŽĐŬĞƚƐǁĂƐŶŽƚĞĂƐǇ͘
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dŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/͛ŵƉƌŽƵĚŽĨŚŝŵ͖ŚĞǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚǁŚĞŶŚĞǁĂƐŽŶůǇ22 in the
year 1988.
The Leader then prays for the martyr family and asks the father: ƌĞƚŚĞƐĞǇŽƵŶŐ
men your children?
The father points at them and says: these two are my sons, those two are my
daughters and this boy is my nephew.
DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŐƌĂŶƚƉƌŽƉĞƌƌĞǁĂƌĚƐƚŽǇŽƵ, says the Leader. He adds: May
'ŽĚƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĂůůǇŽƵƌĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŶĚŵĂŬĞƚŚĞŵƐŽƵƌĐĞƐŽĨƐĂƟƐĨĂĐƟŽŶĂŶĚŚĂƉpiness for you and I hope that this year’s Christmas brings you God’s blessings.
tĞĂůůƚŚĂŶŬƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĨŽƌŚŝƐǁĂƌŵƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ͘dŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐŝƐƐŽĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĂŶĚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞ͖ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐǁŚǇŝƚŐŽĞƐŽŶĨŽƌĂůŵŽƐƚĂŶŚŽƵƌ͕ĂƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐǀŝƐŝƚƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͛
families are usually shorter than this.
The Leader then says: I hope this Christmas to be most blissful for you, but I think
ƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐŚĂƐŶŽƚĂƌƌŝǀĞĚǇĞƚ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞƌŝŐŚƚ͖ŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐǀĞŝƐŽŶƚŚĞ6th of January.
 ـWhere is your church? Is one near?
ـzĞƐ͘
 ـit’s on Karim-Khan Street?
ـzĞƐ͕ŝƚ͛ƐŶĞĂƌ͘
ـŽǇŽƵŐŽƚŽĐŚƵƌĐŚŽŌĞŶ͍
ـzĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ǁĞŽŌĞŶŐŽƚŚĞƌĞ͍
ـ,ŽǁĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƌŽŶĞƐ͍ŽƚŚĞǇĂůƐŽĂƩĞŶĚ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĞǇĚŽ͘
KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐƐĂǇƐ͗/ŐŽǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌ/ĐĂŶ͕ďƵƚŽŌĞŶ/͛ŵĂƚǁŽƌŬ͘
ƚƚŚŝƐũƵŶĐƚƵƌĞ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚĂůŬƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂůŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐ
specially in repairing military vehicles and that many of them did voluntarily join
ƚŚĞǁĂƌĞīŽƌƚƐ͘dŚĞƐĞďƌĂǀĞ͕ƐĞůŇĞƐƐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐƉƌŽǀĞĚƚŚĂƚĚĞĨĞŶĚŝŶŐ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶ
ĚŝŐŶŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ ŝƐĂŚŽůǇ ĚƵƚǇĨŽƌĂůů͕ ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌDƵƐůŝŵ ŽƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ͖
how sweet it is to hear the families of martyrs talk about the important role they
ƉůĂǇĞĚŝŶĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ
brother: tŚĂƚ͛ƐǇŽƵƌŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ͍
/ŚĂǀĞĂŶĂƵƚŽŵŽďŝůĞƌĞƉĂŝƌƐŚŽƉĨŽƌĮǆŝŶŐďƌĂŬĞƐ͕ŚĞƌĞƉůŝĞƐ͘
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The Leader adds: /ƵƐĞĚƚŽŐŽƚŽŚǀĂǌŝŶƚŚĞĮƌƐƚǇĞĂƌŽĨƚŚĞǁĂƌĂŶĚ/ƐĂǁ
ŵĂŶǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĞŶŐĂŐĞĚŝŶƐƵĐŚƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂůĞīŽƌƚƐĂŶĚŽŶĐĞ͕ǁŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐƚŚĞƌĞ͕
ĂǇŽƵŶŐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĐĂŵĞƚŽŵĞ͘

He said: Many of us are ready to come and help repair our military vehicles, yes, they are good at that.
Father says: They are also hard-working people.
The Leader adds: Not only that, they are really good, skillful technicians.
&ĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ůƐŽƐŽŵĞ50ĐƌĂŌƐŵĞŶĂŶĚƚĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶƐǁĞƌĞƐĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐ
by Mr. Vartan of our Church Kalifate Council.
zĞƐ͕/ŬŶŽǁ, says the Leader, I have witnessed this myself as I said earlier, I commissioned someone to arrange for these volunteers to carry on with their skilled
ũŽďƐ͖ŵĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĞŵǁĞƌĞĂůƐŽŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞǁĂƌ͘
The parents emphasized what a faithful person their son was and that he always
carried a small copy of the Gospel in his pocket.
The Leader says: / ŬŶŽǁ ƚŚŝƐ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ǇŽƵƌ WĂƌůŝĂŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ ŽŶĐĞ
ƐŚŽǁĞĚŵĞƚŚĞĐŽƉǇĂŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĮŐŚƚĞƌĐĂƌƌŝĞĚǁŝƚŚŚŝŵ͕ŝƚǁĂƐďƵůůĞƚͲƌŝĚĚĞŶ
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ďƵƚƚŚŝƐƉĞƌƐŽŶƐƵƌǀŝǀĞĚ͖ƐƵƌůǇǇŽƵƌƐŽŶƚŽŽŵƵƐƚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĂǀĞƌǇĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘
dŚŝƐ ƉůĞĂƐĂŶƚ ŵĞĞƟŶŐ ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ ǁĂƐ ŬĞĞŶ ƚŽ ŬŶŽǁ ĂďŽƵƚ ũŽďƐ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͖ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞƐƉŽŬĞĂďŽƵƚsĂŚŝŬĂůƐŽĂŶĚ
ŝƚƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŽŵĞƚŚĂƚsĂŚŝŬǁĂƐƐŝƫŶŐŝŶƚŚĞƌŽŽŵůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐƚŽǁŚĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ
ĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌƐƐĂŝĚĂďŽƵƚŚŝŵ͖ƚŚŝƐĐŽƵůĚďĞƚƌƵĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞǁĞďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂƌĞ
ĂůŝǀĞ͖/ĂŵĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚŚĂƚsĂŚŝŬŝƐƉƌŽƵĚŽĨŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ŚŝƐ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŶĚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘
Mr. Khamenei also asked the martyr’s brother: Well, young man, what do you do?
 ـI help my father with his work.
ـŽŶ͛ƚǇŽƵƐƚƵĚǇŝŶƐŽŵĞĮĞůĚ͍
dŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/ƚŽůĚŚŝŵƚŽĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŚŝƐƐƚƵĚŝĞƐĂŶĚŐŽƚŽƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇďƵƚŚĞƐĂŝĚ
he wanted to work.
Well, doing a good technical job is also important. Then Mr. Khamenei asks the
martyr’s sister: How about you, lady?
I go to high-school, it’s my second year, she says.
 ـHow about your elder sister?
&ĂƚŚĞƌĂŶƐǁĞƌƐƚŚŝƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗^ŚĞ͛ƐƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞWŚĂƌŵĂĐĞƵƟĐĂůhŶŝversity in Isfahan.
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I wish her success, says the Leader.
&ĂƚŚĞƌĂĚĚƐ͗ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĂƚƐŚĞƐƚƵĚŝĞƐĚŝǀŝŶŝƟĞƐĂƚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŽůĚĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐŽĨ
/ƐĨĂŚĂŶ͘DǇŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚƐŽŶǁĂƐĂůƐŽůŝŬĞŚĞƌ͕ĂǀĞƌǇĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůƉĞƌƐŽŶ͖ŚĞǁĂƐƐƚƵĚǇing at university level but he chose to join the military and defend his country.
The Leader then comments: /ĨĂŶĂƟŽŶĚŽĞƐŶŽƚŚĂǀĞƐƵĐŚƐĞůŇĞƐƐ͕ďƌĂǀĞǇŽƵŶŐ
ŵĞŶ͕ƚŚŝƐŶĂƟŽŶǁŝůůŐƌĂĚƵĂůůǇďĞĐŽŵĞǁĞĂŬ͕ŝƚ͛ƐůŝŬĞĂĨĂŵŝůǇĨĂĐĞĚǁŝƚŚĞŶĞŵŝĞƐďƵƚůĂĐŬŝŶŐƐƚƌŽŶŐŵĞŶƚŽĚĞĨĞŶĚŝƚ͘dŽĚĂǇĂůůĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐƐƵīĞƌ
ĨƌŽŵƚŚŝƐǁĞĂŬŶĞƐƐĂŶĚŚƵŵŝůŝĂƟŽŶ͘tĞ͕ĨŽƌƐŽŵĞ10 years, have been facing
ŵĂŶǇƉƌŽďůĞŵƐĂŶĚŽďƐƚĂĐůĞƐŝŶƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶĂŶĚƚƌĂĚĞ͖ĨŽƌƚĞŶǇĞĂƌƐƐƵĐŚĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŝŵƉŽƐĞĚŽŶƵƐĂŶĚďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕ĂƐǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ƚŚĞ
ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐǁĞƌĞǁŽƌƐĞ͘ĞƐƉŝƚĞĂůůƚŚĞƐĞ͕ǁĞĂƌĞĂƉƌŽƵĚŶĂƟŽŶ͖ǁĞĂƌĞŶŽƚ
to be humiliated. No government under the sky today could claim to have any
ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͘tĞĂƌĞŶŽƚƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞŽĨĂŶǇďŝŐƉŽǁĞƌŝŶƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͖
ƚŚŝƐŵĞĂŶƐŝŶƚĞŐƌŝƚǇĂŶĚƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƚǇĂŶĚŚŽŶŽƵƌ͘ƉĂƌƚĨƌŽŵƚŚŽƐĞĨĞǁďŝŐƉŽǁĞƌƐ͕ŵŽƐƚĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐĂƌĞƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞŽĨŽƚŚĞƌƐĨŽƌǀĂƌŝŽƵƐƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ͕ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ͕ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůŽƌŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƚŚƌĞĂƚƐŽƌŝĚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂůĚŽŐŵĂƐ͘
Then the Leader prays for the martyr’s mother saying: DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇďƌŝŶŐ
happiness in your life and bless you all and may He keep your children in good
health for you.
We all thank the Leader for his wise comments and he goes on to say: ĞĂƌůĂĚǇ͕
ĚĞĂƚŚĐŽŵĞƐƚŽĂůů͕ŶŽŽŶĞŵĂǇĞƐĐĂƉĞŝƚ͘zŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞĂůƐŽĚŝĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨĂŶ
ĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚŽƌƐŽŵĞŝůůŶĞƐƐ͖ƚŚĞƐĞĂƌĞŝŶŐůŽƌŝŽƵƐĚĞĂƚŚƐďƵƚǇŽƵƌƐŽŶ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ
ŝƐƚŽďĞƉƌĂŝƐĞĚĂŶĚŐůŽƌŝĮĞĚ͘
dŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌĂĸƌŵƐǁŚĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐĂŝĚ͗zĞƐ͕ŝƚǁĂƐĂƉƌŝĚĞĨƵůŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕/͛ŵ
proud that he went that way, just as he wished, his short life before joining the
ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇĂŶĚĂŌĞƌǁĂƌĚƐǁĂƐĂĨƵůů͕ŐůŽƌŝŽƵƐůŝĨĞ͘ŶĚ͕,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐŵǇǇŽƵŶŐest daughter.
 ـMay God protect her, what school-class is she in?
 ـI’m in the 5th year of primary school.
dŚĞ ŝŶƟŵĂƚĞ ĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞ ŽĨ ƚŚŝƐ ǀŝƐŝƚ ŚĂƐ ĐŚĞĞƌĞĚ ƵƉ ƚŚĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ ƐŝƐƚĞƌ ĂŶĚ
ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͖ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŶŽǁŵŽƌĞƉƌŽƵĚŽĨŚŝŵƚŚĂŶďĞĨŽƌĞ͘
They remember many things about the character and personality of Vahik but
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they don’t know which of his memories to tell the Leader.
Varuzh, the martyr’s brother says:
ـdŚĞǀĞƌǇůĂƐƚƟŵĞŚĞĐĂŵĞŚĞƌĞŽŶůĞĂǀĞ͕ŚĞƚŽůĚŵĞƚŚĂƚŚĞĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ
come back, that I should take more care of our parents as if he knew that
ŚĞǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬ͖ŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŚĂĚĂůƐŽƐĞŶƐĞĚƚŚŝƐ͘
Vahik’s sister tells the Leader how chivalrous he was:
ـzŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕ĞǀĞƌǇ45 days, he could come here on leave, but he would give
his leave-paper to others and when my mother complained about this, he
ƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌŽĨŚŝƐĐŽŵƌĂĚĞǁĂƐŵŽƌĞǁŽƌƌŝĞĚ͘ŶĚ͕ĂƐǇŽƵŬŶŽǁ͕
he did not retreat and was martyred.
The Leader says: ǇĞƐ͕ƐƵĐŚƐĞůŇĞƐƐďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌŵĂŬĞƐƚŚĞƐĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŵŽƌĞƉƌĂŝƐĞǁŽƌƚŚǇĂŶĚŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ͖ƐƵĐŚǇŽƵŶŐŵĞŶǁĞƌĞĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶĂů͕ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞůŝŬĞďƌŝůliant torches in a dark world. He joined the military voluntarily and possessed
high human morals, he was great.
dŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂŝĚ͗,ĞĂůǁĂǇƐǁŽƌĞŚŝƐĐƌŽƐƐŽŶŚŝƐŶĞĐŬĂŶĚŽŌĞŶƉŽŝŶƚĞĚĂƚŝƚ
ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͚ƚŚŝƐǁŝůůƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŵĞ͛ĂŶĚƚŚĂƚ͚ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂŶĂƩĂĐŬ͕/͛ŵŶŽƚƐĞŶƚ

WƵďůŝĐEŽƟĐĞ͕1ƐƚĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŽĨsĂŚŝŬzĂƐĂŝĂŶ
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ƚŽƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚͲůŝŶĞƐ͖͛ŚĞĂůǁĂǇƐƚƌŝĞĚƚŽĐŽŶƐŽůĞŵĞ͘,ĞŚĂĚĂůƐŽƚŽůĚŚŝƐďƌŽƚŚĞƌ
͚ĚŽŶ͛ƚůĞƚŵŽƚŚĞƌŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚ/ĮŐŚƚŝŶƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚͲůŝŶĞƐ͛͘
The Leader then says to the mother:
ـzŽƵŵƵƐƚďĞƐƚƌŽŶŐĂŶĚĨĞĞůƉƌŽƵĚ͕ƚƌƵůǇ͕ďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐƵƉƐƵĐŚĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐ͕
kind and strong sons, is a great source of honour.
DŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕/ƚĂŬĞƉƌŝĚĞŝŶŚŝŵǁŚŽǁĞŶƚĂǁĂǇǁŝƚŚĚŝŐŶŝƚǇ͕ŚŽŵŽƵƌĂŶĚ
ŐůŽƌǇ͖ǁŚĞƌĞǀĞƌ/ŐŽƉĞŽƉůĞƌĞƐƉĞĐƚŵĞĂůŽƚ͘
Mr. Khamenei adds:
 ـwell, your spiritual respect is much higher than the respect people pay
ƚŽǇŽƵ͘dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĐĞƌƚĂŝŶŵĂƩĞƌƐŽŶĞŵƵƐƚĚĞůŝďĞƌĂƚĞĂďŽƵƚ͕ƚŚŝŶŐƐƚŚĂƚ
ĐĂŶ͛ƚďĞĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚďǇƚŽŶŐƵĞƐ͘zŽƵƌƐŽŶǁĂƐůŝŬĞĂĨŽƵŶĚŝŶŐͲƐƚŽŶĞŝŶĂ
ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐǁŚŝĐŚŝƐŶŽƚƌĞŵŽǀĂďůĞ͖ƚŚĞƌĞƐƵůƚŽĨŚŝƐƐĞůŇĞƐƐĞīŽƌƚĨŽƌƚŚĞƐŽciety, for this country and its people will remain forever, I mean that these
ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌŚĞƌŽŝĐĂĐƟŽŶƐǁŝůůďĞĞƚĞƌŶĂů͘
Mr. Khamenei further explains:
 ـIf you take a glimpse at the history of those countries which are conƐŝĚĞƌĞĚĂƐŐƌĞĂƚŶĂƟŽŶƐƚŽĚĂǇ͕ǇŽƵ͛ůůĮŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐŚĂƐĐŽŵĞĂďŽƵƚ
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ĐŽƵŶƚůĞƐƐ͕ ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐ ĂŶĚ ƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͘ KŶ ƚŚĞ ŽƚŚĞƌ
ŚĂŶĚ͕ĐŽůŽŶŝĂůŝƐƚƉŽǁĞƌƐŝŶǀĂĚĞĚƚŚĞĐŽŶƟŶĞŶƚŽĨĨƌŝĐĂĂŶĚ͕ĂƐƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐ
ŶŽƚŵƵĐŚƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĂŶĚƉĞŽƉůĞǁĞƌĞŶŽƚƌĞĂĚǇƚŽĮŐŚƚĂŶĚƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĨŽƌ
their lands, the colonialists plundered their wealth, shaved their heads
and took them away into slavery. The result was that for some two cenƚƵƌŝĞƐ͕ƚŚĞĨƌŝĐĂŶƉĞŽƉůĞƌĞŵĂŝŶĞĚďĂĐŬǁĂƌĚĂŶĚƐƵīĞƌĞĚŚƵŶŐĞƌĂŶĚ
ƉŽǀĞƌƚǇ͘ ^ŽŵĞ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ƚŚŝŶŬ ƚŚĂƚĨƌŝĐĂŝƐ ĂĚƌǇůĂŶĚ ĂŶĚĂƐ ŚŽƚ ĂƐ ŚĞůů͘
dŚŝƐ ŝƐ ŶŽƚ ƚƌƵĞ͖ ŵĂŶǇ ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ ŝŶ ĨƌŝĐĂ ĂƌĞ ĂŵŽŶŐ ƚŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů͕
arable and green regions of the world. Colonialist powers also dropped
ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚƐŽĨďŽŵďƐŽŶƚŚĞĨƌŝĐĂŶƉĞŽƉůĞƚŽŬĞĞƉƚŚĞŵŝŶƐƵďũƵŐĂƟŽŶ͘KŶ
ƚŚĞĐŽŶƚƌĂƌǇ͕ŽƵƌƉĞŽƉůĞƉƌŽǀĞĚŚŽǁƐĞůŇĞƐƐ͕ƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĂŶĚƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶƚƚŚĞǇ
ǁĞƌĞ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŽƵƌ /ƐůĂŵŝĐ ZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ ƌĞǀŝǀĞĚ ƚŚĞ ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ ĂŶĚ ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ
ďĂĐŬƚŚĞŝƌǌĞĂů͕ƉĂƚƌŝŽƟƐŵĂŶĚŚŽŶŽƵƌ͘dŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶŶĂƟŽŶ͕ƚŚĂŶŬƐƚŽƐƵĐŚ
ǇŽƵƚŚĂƐǇŽƵƌƐŽŶ͕ǁĂƐǀŝĐƚŽƌŝŽƵƐ͖ŝĨŝƚǁĞƌĞŶ͛ƚĨŽƌƚŚĞŵ͕ǁĞǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞ
ďĞĐŽŵĞĂŚƵŵŝůŝĂƚĞĚ͕ĚĞĨĞĂƚĞĚŶĂƟŽŶ͘
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dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĮŶĂůůǇƐĂŝĚ͗I wish you all success and happiness. Then he addressed
ŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŐĂǀĞŚĞƌĂƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐŐŝŌĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗ƚŚŝƐŝƐĂůŝƩůĞƚŽŬĞŶŽĨŽƵƌŵĞĞƟŶŐ
this evening.
Mother said: Thank you for your visit, you did us a favour.
/ƚ ǁĂƐ ŚĂƌĚ ĨŽƌ ƵƐ ƚŽ ƐĂǇ ŐŽŽĚͲďǇĞ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ >ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ ďƵƚ ĂŌĞƌ ŚĞ ůĞŌ͕ ǁĞ Ăůů ĨĞůƚ
ƐŽŵĞƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůƚƌĂŶƋƵŝůŝƚǇƌĞƐƵůƟŶŐĨƌŽŵŚŝƐƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞĂŶĚŚŝƐǁŝƐĞǁŽƌĚƐ͘ŶĚ
ǁĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶĞǀĞƌĨŽƌŐĞƚƚŚĞƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐǁŚŽƐĞƌĞĚďůŽŽĚŬĞƉƚŽƵƌ
land green.

Twenty-two
'ŝŌŽĨ'ŽĚ
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝǀŝƐŝƚƐ
the Family Of martyrŚĂŶͲŚŽƌǌŚŚĂŶͲĂǀŝĚ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗ 1988ͬ12ͬ29

The Photo of

martyr Zhan-Zhorzh Zhan-David
Martyred in Ein-Khosh, Ilam
Martyred on 1988ͬ3ͬ28

^ŝǆŵŽŶƚŚƐŚĂǀĞŶŽǁƉĂƐƐĞĚƐŝŶĐĞƚŚĞhEZĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐĂ ĐĞĂƐĞͲĮƌĞ
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ/ƌĂŶĂŶĚ/ƌĂƋ͘dĞŶǇĞĂƌƐŚĂǀĞƉĂƐƐĞĚƐŝŶĐĞƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶďƵƚ
for some eight years of this period, the Iranian people have been engaged in
ĚĞĨĞŶĚŝŶŐƚŚĞŝƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞ/ƌĂƋŝͲŝŵƉŽƐĞĚǁĂƌƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚďǇĂůŵŽƐƚĂůů
ďŝŐǁŽƌůĚƉŽǁĞƌƐ͘^ŽŵĞĞǀŝůĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐǁŚŽĚŝĚŶŽƚƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶƉĞŽƉůĞ͛ƐǁĂƌ
ĞīŽƌƚƐ͕ƚƌǇƚŽŚƵŵŝůŝĂƚĞƚŚĞĐŽŵďĂƚĂŶƚƐĂŶĚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŽĨƚŚĞǁĂƌ
ďǇŵĂŬŝŶŐ ĨƵŶŽĨ ƚŚĞŵ͖ƚŚĞǇƐĂǇ͗tŚĂƚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ ƚŽ ǇŽƵƌ ĞƉŝĐ ƐůŽŐĂŶƐ͗ĮŐŚƚ͕
ĮŐŚƚ͕ƟůůǀŝĐƚŽƌǇ͕ůŝďĞƌĂƟŽŶŽĨ<ĂƌďĞůĂ͕ĞƚĐ͘ǁŚĂƚǁĞƌĞĂůůƚŚŽƐĞǇŽƵŶŐŵĞŶƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞĚĨŽƌ͍dŚĞƐĞƌĞŵĂƌŬƐĂĚĚƐĂůƚƚŽƚŚĞŶĂƟŽŶ͛ƐǁŽƵŶĚƐ͘dŚĞǇƌĞĨĞƌƌƚŽŝŵĂŵ͛Ɛ
ǁŽƌĚƐ͚͗/ĚƌŝŶŬƚŚŝƐĐƵƉŽĨƉŽŝƐŽŶ͕͛ƚŽŵĂŬĞŵŽƌĞĨƵŶŽĨƵƐ͘
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ ƵŶĚĞƌ ƐƵĐŚ ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͕ ŝƚ ǁĂƐ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ ƚŚĞ WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ ǁŚŽ
ǁĂƌŵĞĚƵƉŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚƐ͘/ŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĂĚŽƉƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞhEZĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶďǇ
Iran, he did, in his Friday-prayers tribune, defend the Imam’s decision whole-heartĞĚůǇĂŶĚŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚƚŚĞƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂƌǇƉĞŽƉůĞƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ/ƌĂŶ͘,ĞƉƌŽǀĞĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ
ĂĚŽƉƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞhEZĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶǁĂƐŶŽƚĂƐŝŐŶŽĨǁĞĂŬŶĞƐƐ͕ĂƐƐŽŵĞƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ͕
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŵŝůůŝŽŶƐŽĨ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶǁĞƌĞƌĞĂĚǇƚŽĮŐŚƚŽŶŝĨƚŚĞŝƌ/ŵĂŵƐŽĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ͘
/ƚŝƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƐƵĐŚĂŶŝŶƐŝŐŚƚƚŚĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŚĂƐďĞĞŶǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ
of Muslim martyrs almost on a weekly basis but the days of Christmas celebraƟŽŶƐĂƌĞƐĞƚĂƐŝĚĞĨŽƌŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂŶĚƚŚŝƐ
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ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐŚĞŝƐŐŽŝŶŐƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƐŽŵĞƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘
KŶĞŽĨƚŚĞƐĞŵĞĞƟŶŐƐǁĂƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌŚĂŶͲĂǀŝĚ͘hŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ
ǁĞĚŽŶŽƚŚĂǀĞŵƵĐŚŽŶƌĞĐŽƌĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐǀŝƐŝƚ͗ŶŽƉŚŽƚŽƐ͕ŶŽĮůŵƐ͕ŽŶůǇƐŽŵĞ
sound recordings. Therefore we try to have an interview with the martyr’s mothĞƌďƵƚƐŚĞƌĞĨƵƐĞƐŽƵƌƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĨŽƌƚŚƌĞĞƟŵĞƐ͘&ŝŶĂůůǇĂ<ĞƌŵĂŶƐŚĂŚŝĨƌŝĞŶĚŽĨ
ŽƵƌƐĂƐŬƐŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŚĞ͕ĂůƐŽĨƌŽŵ<ĞƌŵĂŶƐŚĂŚ͕ĂĐĐĞƉƚƐŽƵƌƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ͘
tĞĚŽƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞĂƐŽŶĨŽƌŚĞƌĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚƌĞĨƵƐĂůĨŽƌĂŶŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁďĞĐĂƵƐĞ
ƐŚĞ͕ĂŌĞƌƐŽŵĂŶǇǇĞĂƌƐƐŝŶĐĞŚĞƌƐŽŶ͛ƐĚĞĂƚŚ͕ŝƐŶŽƚĞŵŽƟŽŶĂůůǇŝŶĂƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƚŽ
talk about her son’s martyrdom. What follows is the exact account of our interǀŝĞǁǁŝƚŚŚĞƌ͖ĞǀĞƌǇůŝŶĞŽĨƚŚŝƐŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁǁĂƐŵŝǆĞĚǁŝƚŚƚĞĂƌƐƚŚĂƚƌĂŶĚŽǁŶ
ŚĞƌĨĂĐĞ͖ƐŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗
 ـHe joined the army to do his military service with a delay of some three
ǇĞĂƌƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ǁĂƐŝůůĂŶĚŚĂĚƚŽŚĂǀĞĂƐƵƌŐŝĐĂůŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕ƚŚĞŶŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ
ŚĂĚĚŝĂďĞƚĞƐĂŶĚůŽƐƚŚŝƐƐŝŐŚƚ͘tĞĐĂůůĞĚŚŝŵ͚ŚĂŶŽ͕͛ĂƚĞƌŵŽĨĞŶĚĞĂƌŵĞŶƚĨŽƌŚĂŶ͘/ŶĨĂĐƚŚĞǁĂƐŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĞǇĞƐ͘/ǁĂƐĂƚĞĂĐŚĞƌĂŶĚǁŚĞŶ
/ǁĂƐĂǁĂǇ͕/ǁĂƐƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚŚĂŶŽǁĂƐƚĂŬŝŶŐĐĂƌĞŽĨŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘ŶǇǁĂǇ/
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personally did not want him to be a soldier, I did not have the strength to
bear this, but despite all this, he did go away to do his military service.
,ĞƵƐĞĚƚŽƐĂǇ͗DŽƚŚĞƌ͕/ĐĂŶ͛ƚƐƚĂǇĂƚŚŽŵĞĂůůƚŚĞƟŵĞ͕/ŵƵƐƚŐŽ͕ĂŶĚ/
ǁŝůů͕'ŽĚǁŝůůŝŶŐ͕ƌĞƚƵƌŶƐĂĨĞĂŶĚƐŽƵŶĚ͕ĂŶĚŝĨƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚŚĂƉpens, well it has been my fate!
ǇĞĂƌŚĂĚƉĂƐƐĞĚƐŝŶĐĞŚĂŶŽũŽŝŶĞĚƚŚĞĂƌŵǇ͘DǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚŐŽƚǁŽƌƐĞ
ĂŶĚǁĞ͕ŵǇǇŽƵŶŐĞƌƐŽŶŚĂŬŽĂŶĚ/͕ƚŽŽŬŚŝŵƚŽŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͖ǁĞƐƚĂǇĞĚĂƚ
ƚŚĞŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůƟůůŵŽƌŶŝŶŐĂŶĚǁŚĞŶǁĞĐĂŵĞďĂĐŬĞĂƌůǇŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͕/
ŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚƚǁŽƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐǁĞƌĞǁĂůŬŝŶŐŝŶŽƵƌƐƚƌĞĞƚ͘/ƚŽůĚŵǇƐŽŶ͗ŵĂǇďĞ
ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞďĂĐŬĨƌŽŵƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐ͕ůĞƚ͛ƐƐƚŽƉĂŶĚƚĂŬĞƚŚĞŵƚŽƚŚĞŝƌĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ͘ƵƚŚĂŬŽ͕ǁŚŝůĞƚƌǇŝŶŐƚŽƐƚŽƉƚŚĞĐĂƌ͕ƐŚŽƵƚĞĚ͗,Ğ͛ƐŽƵƌŽǁŶŚĂŶŽ͘
/ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚĞǁĂƐŵŝƐƚĂŬĞŶďĞĐĂƵƐĞŚĂŶŽŚĂĚƚŽůĚƵƐŶŽƚŚŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚŐĞƚƟŶŐĂůĞĂǀĞ͕ďƵƚ͕ǇĞƐ͕ŝƚǁĂƐŚĂŶŽ͘ĞƐƉŝƚĞŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͛ƐŝůůŶĞƐƐ͕/ǁĂƐŚĂƉpy to see him but his hand was bandaged. I asked him: What’s happened to
ǇŽƵƌŚĂŶĚ͍ŶĚŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗/ǁĂƐƉůĂǇŝŶŐǁŝƚŚƐŽŵĞŵĂƚĐŚĞƐĂŶĚŵǇŚĂŶĚǁĂƐ
ďƵƌŶƚ͊/ŬŶĞǁŚĞǁĂƐůǇŝŶŐ͖ĞǀĞƌǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŚĂƐƚŚŝƐŝŶƚƵŝƟŽŶ͊
ƵƚƚŚĞƚƌƵƚŚǁĂƐƚŚĂƚĂŵŽƌƚĂƌŚĂĚĞǆƉůŽĚĞĚŶĞĂƌŚŝŵĂŶĚŝƚŚĂĚĐƵƚŽī
ƚŚƌĞĞŽĨŚŝƐĮŶŐĞƌƐĂŶĚĨŽƌƚŚŝƐƌĞĂƐŽŶŚĞǁĂƐŐŝǀĞŶĂ-40day leave for medŝĐĂůƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ͖ǁŚĞŶ/ƐĂǁŚŝƐǁŽƵŶĚ͕/ǁĂƐƐŝĐŬŝŶƚŚĞŚĞĂƌƚ͘ƵƚŶŽǁŝƚǁĂƐ
his turn to ask about his father and he knew that he was not feeling well, he
ƋƵŝĐŬůǇǁĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͘ĞƐƉŝƚĞŚŝƐŝŶũƵƌĞĚŚĂŶĚ͕ŚĞŐĂǀĞŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌĂ
good bath and then shaved him, then he picked him up and let him rest on his
ďĞĚ͘hŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ͕ŝƚǁĂƐƚŚĞůĂƐƚĚĂǇŽĨŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͛ƐůŝĨĞ͖ƐŽŚĂŶŽ͛ƐŝŶũƵƌǇ
ůĞƚŚŝŵƐĞĞŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌĨŽƌƚŚĞůĂƐƚƟŵĞ͊
ŚĂŶŽ͛Ɛ40 days of leave was totally spent in the father’s funeral and mourning ceremonies and our gathering for the 40ƚŚĚĂǇŽĨŚŝƐƉĂƐƐŝŶŐĂǁĂǇ͘Ɛ
ŚĂŶŽǁĂƐďĂĚůǇǁŽƵŶĚĞĚ͕ŚŝƐĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌƐŚĂĚŐŝǀĞŶŚŝŵƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƚŽ
go to the war-region, collect his belongings and spend the remaining period
ŽĨŚŝƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶ͘,ĞǁĞŶƚďĂĐŬƚŽĐŽůůĞĐƚŚŝƐƚŚŝŶŐƐďƵƚŚĞ͙
tĞĞƉŝŶŐĚŝĚŶŽƚĂůůŽǁŵŽƚŚĞƌƚŽĮŶŝƐŚŚĞƌƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ͘tŚĞŶĞǀĞƌƐŚĞƌĞŵĞŵbers her martyred son, she gets a lump in her throat and cannot go on, that’s
ǁŚǇƐŚĞƌĞĨƵƐĞĚŽƵƌƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĨŽƌĂŶŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐĞǀĞƌĂůƟŵĞƐ͘ŌĞƌǁĂƌĚƐƐŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗
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zŽƵŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁŵĞĂŶĚŐŽĂǁĂǇďƵƚ/͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨƌĞǀŝĞǁŝŶŐƚŚĞŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ĨĞĞůĂǁĨƵůĨŽƌŵĂŶǇĚĂǇƐĂŌĞƌǁĂƌĚƐ͘
>ĂƚĞƌǁĞĂƐŬŚĞƌŚŽǁƐŚĞǁĂƐŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚĂďŽƵƚŚĂŶŽ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͍/ŶƐƚĞĂĚŽĨ
replying to us she gets up to go to the kitchen and brings us some fruits and we
ŶŽƟĐĞƚŚĂƚŚĞƌĞǇĞƐĂƌĞĂůŵŽƐƚƌĞĚ͖ƐƵƌůǇƐŚĞǁĞƉƚŝŶƚŚĞŬŝƚĐŚĞŶďĞĨŽƌĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ
back to us.
ŌĞƌĂǁŚŝůĞƐŚĞŐŽĞƐŽŶǁŝƚŚŚĞƌŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶ͗
ـŚĂŶŽǁĂƐďŽƌŶŽŶƚŚĞ6th of Iranian month of Farvardin and strangely
he was martyred on the same day. Once we were at home watching footďĂůůŽŶƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶǁŚĞŶŽŶĞŽĨŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐĐĂůůĞĚŽƵƚŚĂŬŽ͛ƐŶĂŵĞ
and asked him to come out of the house. He didn’t come back for some
15ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͘/ǁĂƐǁŽƌƌŝĞĚ͕ƐŽ/ǁĞŶƚŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞƌŽŽŵĂŶĚƐĂǁŚŝŵƐŝƫŶŐ
in the yard, holding his knees and weeping. I asked: What’s happened
ŚĂŬŽ͍,ĞƐĂŝĚ͗ŚĂŶŽŚĂƐďĞĞŶŝŶũƵƌĞĚ͘tŚĞƌĞŝƐŚĞŶŽǁ͍/ĂƐŬĞĚ͘ŶĚĂ
ŵĂŶƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŶĞĂƌƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞͲĚŽŽƌǁŝƚŚŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌƐĂŝĚ͗/ŶĂŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͙
ƚŚĞŶŐƌĂĚƵĂůůǇ/ǁĂƐƚŽůĚĂďŽƵƚŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͖ƚĞĂƌƐĂƌĞƌƵŶŶŝŶŐĚŽǁŶ
ŚĞƌĨĂĐĞĂƐŝĨŝƚ͛ƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƟŵĞƐŚĞŚĞĂƌƐĂďŽƵƚŚĞƌƐŽŶ͛ƐĚĞĂƚŚ͘
The Visit
Later, in order to change the atmosphere, we asked her about the evening when
the Leader came to meet her and she says:
 ـzŽƵ ŵƵƐƚ ĞǆĐƵƐĞ ŵĞ ĨŽƌ ŵǇ ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ ƚŽ ǇŽƵ ĨƌĂŶŬůǇ͘ dŚŽƐĞ ĚĂǇƐ / ǁĂƐ
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a mad woman, I couldn’t bear anything or any person, specially if I was
ĂƐŬĞĚƚŽƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚŚĂŶŽ͘dŚĂƚĚĂǇŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽǁĂƐƚŚĞŶĂůŝǀĞ͕ŚĂĚ
ĐŽŵĞƚŽŵǇŚŽƵƐĞƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚŵǇŶŝĞĐĞ͘ĞĨŽƌĞŶŽŽŶƟŵĞƚǁŽǇŽƵŶŐ
ƉĞŽƉůĞŚĂĚƌƵŶŐŽƵƌďĞůů͕ĂŶĚŵǇŶŝĞĐĞǁŚŽŽƉĞŶĞĚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌƐĂŝĚ͗ƵŶƟĞ͕
ƚŚĞƐĞŐĞŶƚůĞŵĞŶƐĂǇƚŚĂƚĂŶŽĸĐŝĂůŝƐĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽŵĞĞƚǇŽƵƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͕ƐŽ
please stay at home. I shouted: Tell’em to go away, I don’t want anybody
ƚŽĐŽŵĞŚĞƌĞ͊dŚĞǇŚĂĚƚŽůĚŵǇŶŝĞĐĞ͗ƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝůůďĞĨŽƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĂƚƉĞƌƐŽŶŝƐĂŶŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚŽĸĐŝĂů͘/ƐĂŝĚ͗/ĚŽŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚƚŽŵĞĞƚ
ĂŶǇďŽĚǇ͕ĞǀĞŶŝĨŚĞďĞƚŚĞŚŝŐŚĞƐƚͲƌĂŶŬŝŶŐŽĸĐŝĂůŝŶƚŚĞĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͊ĂƌůǇŝŶ
the evening, they telephoned again and said the same thing. I told them,
ŽŬĂǇ͕ǇŽƵĮƌƐƚďƌŝŶŐŵǇƐŽŶďĂĐŬĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĐŽŵĞƚŽƐĞĞŵĞ͊WŽŽƌǇŽƵŶŐ
men did not know how to reply to what I asked! But my mother urged me
ƚŽĂĐĐĞƉƚƚŚĞŝƌƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ͘KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ/ŶĞǀĞƌƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǀŝƐŝƚŽƌĐŽƵůĚďĞ
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͖/ƐĂŝĚƚŽŵǇƐĞůĨ͗dŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŽĨ/ƌĂŶĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽŵǇŚŽƵƐĞ
ƚŽŵĞĞƚŵĞ͕,ĂͲŚĂͲŚĂ͊ǀĞŶǁŚĞŶŚĞĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ͕/ǁĂƐƐƟůůƐƵŶŬŝŶŵǇƐĂĚ
thoughts, but, to tell you the truth, this spiritual man really changed the
ƐŽƌƌŽǁͲƐƚƌŝĐŬĞŶĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞŽĨŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇ͖/ǁĂƐĂĐŚĂŶŐĞĚƉĞƌƐŽŶĂŌĞƌ
ŚĞůĞŌƵƐ͕ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŚŝƐĐŽŶƐŽůĂƟŽŶƐ͕ŚŝƐǁŝƐĞĂĚǀŝĐĞƐĂŶĚŚŝƐŚƵŵďůĞďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌ͖/ƌĞĂůůǇĨŽƵŶĚĂŶĞǁĐĂůŵŝŶŵǇŚĞĂƌƚ͖ŚĞĂůƐŽƌĞĂĚĂĨĞǁůŝŶĞƐŽĨ
ƉŽĞƚƌǇĨŽƌƵƐƚŚĂƚďƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĂƉƉǇƚĞĂƌƐŝŶŽƵƌĞǇĞƐ͖ŝŶƐŚŽƌƚ͕/ũƵƐƚƐĂǇ͗/ƚ
was a pleasant evening.
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ƐĞĞŝŶŐƚŚĞŐƌŝŵŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚĮŶĚŝŶŐŽƵƚƚŚĂƚŶŽƚĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞŚĂǀĞ
ƉĂƐƐĞĚƐŝŶĐĞŚĞƌƐŽŶ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ĮƌƐƚƐĂŝĚĂǀĞƌǇǁĂƌŵƐĂůĂĂŵƚŽƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌ
ĂŶĚƚŽƚŚĞŐƌĂŶĚͲŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĞŶƋƵŝƌĞĚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞŝƌŚĞĂůƚŚĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗
ـDĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŐŝǀĞǇŽƵƉĂƟĞŶĐĞ͕ŵĂǇ'ŽĚŐƌĂŶƚǇŽƵƉƌŽƉĞƌƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͕
may God bring happiness in your hearts in all your life despite the sufĨĞƌŝŶŐƐ ǇŽƵ ŚĂǀĞ ďŽƌŶĞ͘ ŝƩĞƌ ĞǀĞŶƚƐ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ ǁŽƌůĚůǇ ůŝĨĞ ĂƌĞ ŝŶĞǀŝƚĂďůĞ͕
dear lady: death, departures, incurable illnesses and other tragedies do
ĞǆŝƐƚ͕ďƵƚĂŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐĚĞĂƚŚŝƐĂůƐŽƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƚŽďĞƉƌŽƵĚŽĨ͖ƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ
ŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĨĞĞůƐƚŚĂƚŝƚƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĨŽƵŐŚƚĨŽƌŚŝƐƉĂƚƌŝŽƟĐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͕ĨŽƌŝƚƐ
independence and for its people and did some service in this respect, his
death was not in vain. In all countries of the world, everywhere and in all
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wars, those families whose sons and daughters gave up their lives for this
ŚŽůǇƉƵƌƉŽƐĞĂƌĞĐĂůůĞĚ͚ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͖͛ƉĞŽƉůĞƚĂŬĞƉƌŝĚĞŝŶƚŚĞŵĂůŽŶŐǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚĞƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůƉĂŝŶƐƚŚĂƚƉĂƌĞŶƚƐƐƵīĞƌĨƌŽŵ͖ƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞĂůůƐŽƌƚƐŽĨŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ
ĚǇŝŶŐƐďƵƚƚŚŝƐŬŝŶĚŽĨƐĞůŇĞƐƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŝƐƚŚĞŵŽƐƚǀĂůƵĂďůĞĂŶĚŵŽƐƚ
prideful of all, especially when these martyrdoms are accompanied by
'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͛ƐƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͘
dŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚĨĞĞůƐƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐŵŽƚŚĞƌŶĞĞĚƐƚŽďĞĐŽŶƐŽůĞĚŵŽƌĞŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇĂŶĚ
ƐŽŚĞĐŚĂŶŐĞƐƚŚĞƐƵďũĞĐƚƚŽƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚƐƐǇƌŝĂŶĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌƌĞůŝgious ceremonies and says:
zŽƵŵƵƐƚƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƚŚĞƉŽƐŝƟǀĞĂƐƉĞĐƚƐŽĨƚŚĞŝŶĐŝĚĞŶƚƚŽǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨŝŶŽƌĚĞƌ
ƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĨĞĞůůĞƐƐƵŶĞĂƐǇďĞĐĂƵƐĞŝĨǇŽƵŽŶůǇůŽŽŬĂƚŝƚŶĞŐĂƟǀĞůǇ͕ǇŽƵ͛ůůďĞ
less unhappy. One must confront the life’s events courageously and powĞƌĨƵůůǇ͘ dŚĂŶŬ 'ŽĚ ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ Ă ĐŽƵƌĂŐĞŽƵƐ ůĂĚǇ͖ / ŚĂǀĞ ŵĞƚ ŵĂŶǇ ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ
ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇĂŶĚ/ŚĂǀĞĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇĂůůƉŽƐƐĞƐƐŚŝŐŚƐƉŝƌŝƚƐ͕
ŚĂƉƉǇĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐĂŶĚĂƌĞŵŽƐƚƌĞƐŝƐƚĂŶƚ͘/͛ŵƐƵƌĞǇŽƵĚŽƉŽƐƐĞƐƐƚŚĞ
ƐĂŵĞƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůƋƵĂůŝƟĞƐ͘zĞƐ͕ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐǁĂƌ͕ǁĞĂůůĨŽƵŐŚƚŝŶĚĞĨĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͕ǇĞƐ͕ŝƚǁĂƐĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚǁŝƚŚŵĂŶǇďŝƩĞƌĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ͘
I have met families who had more than one martyr. Last week, an evening
like tonight, I went to visit a family whose four sons were martyred in the
ǁĂƌ͕ƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌǁĂƐĂůƐŽŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĂŌĞƌƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵŽĨŚŝƐĨŽƵƌƐŽŶƐ͘
There were 5 pictures on the wall, the father and his four young, handƐŽŵĞ ƐŽŶƐ͖ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ Ăůů ŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ ǁŝƚŚŝŶ ŽŶĞ ǇĞĂƌ ŽŶůǇ*! One is really
touched.
/ǁĂƐƚƌƵůǇĂƐƚŽŶŝƐŚĞĚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞŽĨƚŚŝƐĨĂŵŝůǇ͘ŶĚƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌ͍,Ğ
ŚĂĚďĞĞŶĂĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůƉĞƌƐŽŶ͖/ƌĞĂůůǇĨĞůƚƚŚĂƚŚĞĐŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞĂƌŝƚĂŶǇůŽŶŐĞƌ͕
ƐŽŚĞǁĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐƚŽũŽŝŶŚŝƐƐŽŶƐ͘zĞƚ͕ƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌǁŚŽĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ
join the military, this great lady, was as solid as a mountain, she bore all
ƚŚĞƐĞƚƌĂŐĞĚŝĞƐĂůŽŶĞǁŝƚŚƉĂƟĞŶĐĞĂŶĚƚŽůĞƌĂŶĐĞ͖ǁŚĞŶ/ŵĞƚƚŚŝƐůĂĚǇ͕/
ƌĞĂůůǇĨŽƵŶĚŚĞƌĂŶĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶĂů͕ŝƌŽŶͲǁŝůůĞĚƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚĂŶĚĨƵůůŽĨ
values.
*dŚĞƐĞŵĂƌƚǇƌƐďĞůŽŶŐĞĚƚŽĂDƵƐůŝŵĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚƚŚĞĂĐĐŽƵŶƚŽĨDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞŵŝƐŶĂƌƌĂƚĞĚŝŶĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ
ůŽŽŬĂƐƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚůŽŽŬŝƐĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚƚŽŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘ഩ
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Image of martyr Sajjadian and his martyr sons, the martyrs that ayatollah Khamene’e referred to.

EŽǁůĞƚ͛ƐƚĂŬĞĂƉŽƐŝƟǀĞůŽŽŬĂƚƚŚĞƐĞĞǀĞŶƚƐ͖ǁĞĚŽƐĞĞ͕ŝŶĞǀĞƌǇĚĂǇůŝĨĞ͕
ƚŚĂƚƐŽŵĞǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞĂƌĞŬŝůůĞĚŝŶĐĂƌĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚƐ͕ŽƌŐĞƚŬŝůůĞĚŝŶĂƉĞƩǇ
ƋƵĂƌƌĞů͕ƐŽŵĞĚŝĞďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨŝůůŶĞƐƐƚŚĂƚŶŽŽŶĞƐƵƐƉĞĐƚĞĚ͕ǁĞůů͕ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐ
ŶŽƉƌŝĚĞ͕ŶŽŐůŽƌǇŝŶƐƵĐŚĚĞĂƚŚƐ͖ƚŚĞŝƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐũƵƐƚŵŝƐƐƚŚĞŵĂƐƐŽŵĞthing valuable or expensive they have lost, no more. But when a young
man, together with thousands of others, dedicates his life to the defence
of his country, for an important cause, this is martyrdom, it’s prideful and
glorious.
Ɛ/ƐĂŝĚ͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐƚŚĞƚƌƵƚŚŶŽƚŽŶůǇĨŽƌƵƐǁŚŽůŝǀĞŝŶ/ƌĂŶ͕ŶŽ͕ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ
the world people call their soldiers who die in wars as martyrs and are
proud of them, you must have read about them in novels, in history books,
ĞƚĐ͘KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶŽĐŽŶƚƌĂĚŝĐƟŽŶŝŶďĞŝŶŐƉƌŽƵĚĂŶĚŐƌŝĞĨĨŽƌƚŚĞ
lost ones or weeping for them and feeling heart-broken. Besides, as you
know, such martyrdoms are accompanied by God’s rewards and blessing
ĂŶĚŝǀŝŶĞƌĞǁĂƌĚƐŝŶƚŚŝƐǁŽƌůĚĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĞǆƚ͘dŚĞǁŽƌůĚůǇƌĞǁĂƌĚĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐ
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of this feeling of pride and glory within yourselves, for, if the enemy could
win the war, our safety and security, our independence, and our integrity
ǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚ͖ĂůůŶĂƟŽŶƐǁŚŽǁĞƌĞĐŽŶƋƵĞƌĞĚ͕ǁĞƌĞďĂĚůǇ
ŚƵŵŝůŝĂƚĞĚĂŶĚƚŚŝƐĚŽĞƐŶŽƚŽŶůǇĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƚŚĞŝƌůĞĂĚĞƌƐŽƌĂƐĞĐƟŽŶŽƌĂ
ĐůĂƐƐŝŶƚŚĞƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞŶĂƟŽŶƐƵīĞƌƐ͖ďĞŝŶŐĚĞĨĞĂƚĞĚĂŶĚŚƵmiliated is a shameful pain felt by every individual in the society.
tĞůů͕ ǁŚŽ ǁĞƌĞ ƚŚĞ ƐĞůŇĞƐƐ ƉĞŽƉůĞ ǁŚŽ ĚŝĚ ŶŽƚ ĂůůŽǁ ƚŚŝƐ ƚŽ ŚĂƉƉĞŶ͍
They were people like your own son. Of course if some circumstances
ǁŽƵůĚƉƌĞǀĞŶƚŚŝŵĨƌŽŵďĞŝŶŐŝŶĂƐƉĞĐŝĂůƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͕ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐŚĞ ǁŽƵůĚ
ŶŽƚŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚďƵƚŽŶĞŵĂǇŶŽƚĨŽƌĞƐĞĞŽƌƉƌĞĚŝĐƚĞǀĞŶƚƐ͖ƐŽŵĞthing could have happened to him, something much less honorable, much
less prideful.
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ / ĚŽ ƉƌĂǇ ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵ ĂŶĚ / ŚŽƉĞ ƚŚĂƚ 'ŽĚ ůŵŝŐŚƚǇ ǁŝůů ŐƌĂŶƚ ǇŽƵ
rewards out of His boundless mercy and love and do away with your sorrows and bring happiness into your hearts, your dearest and nearest ones,
and to make you overcome your grief through His Grace.

Twenty-three
Martyrs are Alive
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The Family of martyr Herach Tourusian
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗1995ͬ1ͬ2

The Photo of

Martyr Herach Tourusian
Martyred in Soumar, Kermanshah
Martyred on 1988ͬ6ͬ26

He was really happy that day because in the street a martyr was being taken to
his funeral site by a crowd of people and on the photos of the martyr, it was writƚĞŶ͚ƚŚĞ-17ǇĞĂƌŽůĚŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕͛ĞǆĂĐƚůǇƚŚĞƐĂŵĞĂŐĞĂƐ,ĞƌĂĐŚ͘tŚĞŶŚĞĞŶƋƵŝƌĞĚ
about this, he was told that the martyr had volunteered to join the army a few
months before reaching the age of 18.
,ĞǁĂƐĂůƐŽǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞŽĨĂƐůŽŐĂŶŽŌĞŶďƌŽĂĚĐĂƐƚŽŶƚŚĞƌĂĚŝŽ͖
ŝƚƐĂŝĚ͚͗ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂƌĞĂůŝǀĞ͕ůůĂŚƵŬďĂƌ͕ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŚĂǀĞũŽŝŶĞĚ'ŽĚ͕ůůĂŚƵŬďĂƌ͛͘
That day he came home in a happy mood while singing this slogan. Our mother
was in the kitchen and our sister was watching television. He went to his room
searching for something in the drawers. My mother asked Herach: What’s going
on? What are you looking for?
/͛ŵůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌŵǇŝĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶĐĂƌĚ͘
 ـWhat do you want it for?
tĞůů͕ĚĞĂƌŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐŝƐŽŬĂǇ͕/ĐĂŶŶŽǁũŽŝŶƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĞīŽƌƚĂƐĂǀŽůƵŶteer, he said. Our mother was awfully surprised.
Then Herach went to see Leon, our maternal uncle, whom he liked very much
ĂŶĚ ŽŌĞŶ ĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ ũŽŬĞƐ ǁŝƚŚ͖ ƚŚĞ ƵŶĐůĞ͛Ɛ ƐŽŶ͕ ZĂǌŵŝŬ͕ ǁĂƐ ĂůƐŽ ŚŝƐ ĐůŽƐĞƐƚ
ĨƌŝĞŶĚ͖ƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞƚŚĞƐĂŵĞĂŐĞ͘tŚĞŶŚĞĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ͕ƵŶĐůĞĞŵďƌĂĐĞĚŚŝŵĂŶĚZĂǌmik asked: What’s happened?
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ـtĞůů͕ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐŝƐĮŶĞ͕ƚŚĞĚĂǇĂŌĞƌƚŽŵŽƌƌŽǁ/ŐŽƚŽĚŽŵǇŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ
service!
ƵƚƚŚĞƌĞ͛ƌĞƐƟůůĂĨĞǁŵŽŶƚŚƐůĞŌďĞĨŽƌĞŽƵƌĚĂƚĞŽĨĚŝƐƉĂƚĐŚ͕ZĂǌŵŝŬƐĂŝĚ͘
ـzĞƐďƵƚ/ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌĞĚƚŽŐŽĞĂƌůŝĞƌĂŶĚŝƚǁĂƐĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ͘
EŽǁƚŚĞƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞƌĂŶŐĂŶĚƵŶĐůĞƉŝĐŬĞĚŝƚĂŶĚƚĂůŬĞĚƚŽƐŽŵĞŽŶĞďƌŝĞŇǇĂŶĚ
said to him: Is it your real wish to join the military?
ـzĞƐ͕ĚĞĂƌƵŶĐůĞ͕/͛ŵŶŽƚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽƉĂŝĚ200 Tumans!
hŶĐůĞŚŝƚŚŝŵŽŶƚŚĞƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌĂŶĚŽďũĞĐƚĞĚ͗ƌĞǇŽƵŵĂŬŝŶŐĨƵŶŽĨŵĞ͍͊dŚĞŶ
we all laughed because many years ago uncle had paid 200 Tumans and became
exempt from doing his military service.
dŚŝƐŝƐǁŚĂƚǁĞŶƚŽŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶ,ĞƌĂĐŚĂŶĚƵŶĐůĞ͘ŶĚZĂǌŵŝŬƐĂǇƐ/ƚŽůĚ,ĞƌĂĐŚ͗
why don’t you wait for a few months and we go together? Razmik had later telephoned Herach and angrily told him that he mustn’t go now. Later we found out
that mother had telephoned Razmik and made him swear to Holy Mary to stop
Herach from joining the army now.
,ĞĂƌĂĐŚǁĂƐƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƐƚŽĨƵƐ͖ŚĞůŝŬĞĚĂƌƚƐĂŶĚǁĂƐŬĞĞŶŽŶƐƉŽƌƚƐ͕ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůly playing football. Our father ran a blacksmith shop and Herach, who was at
school, went to his shop and helped father with his work.
ǀĞŶǁŚĞŶŚĞĐĂŵĞďĂĐŬĨƌŽŵǁĂƌͲĨƌŽŶƚƐŽŶůĞĂǀĞ͕ŚĞǁŽƵůĚƐƟůůĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŚĞůƉŝŶŐ
ĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶĚĚŝĚŶŽƚƌĞƐƚĂĚĂǇ͘KĨĐŽƵƌƐĞĨĂƚŚĞƌŽŌĞŶƚŽůĚŚŝŵƚŽŐŽĂŶĚƌĞƐƚ͕ŐŽŽƵƚ
with your friends and have fun but he preferred to help father and said: I don’t
want him to sweat alone!
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ ,ĞƌĂĐŚ͛Ɛ ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ ƉĞƌŝŽĚ ĨŝŶŝƐŚĞĚ ĂŶĚ ŚĞ ĐĂŵĞ ŚŽŵĞ ŽŶ Ă ƐŚŽƌƚ
leave. He now was ready to go to the war-fronts. He always told us half-jokŝŶŐůǇ͗/ǁĂŶƚǇŽƵƚŽďĞĐĂůůĞĚ͚ƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌdŽƵƌƵƐŝĂŶ͛ŽŶĞĚĂǇ͊KĨ
course he never said such things in front of our parents, but whenever he
came to Tehran on leave and knocked at the entrance-door and we said:
Who is it? He changed his voice and said: Excuse me, is this the home of
martyr Tourusian?! To my parents he always said that his service would soon
be over and he would come back to Tehran so that mother could find him a
suitable bride.
KŶĐĞŚĞǁĂƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽƚĂŬĞƉĂƌƚŝŶĂŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŝƚƐƟŵŝŶŐĐŽŝŶĐŝĚĞĚ
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ǁŝƚŚŵǇǁĞĚĚŝŶŐĂŶĚŚĞƐĂŝĚŚĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚůĞĂǀĞŚŝƐďĂƩĂůŝŽŶŝŶƚŚĞŵŝĚĚůĞŽĨĂŶ
ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƚŽĂƩĞŶĚŵǇǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ͘>ĂƚĞƌǁĞĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚĂůŵŽƐƚƚŚĞŵŽŵĞŶƚŵǇ
mother was giving our daughter-in-law a necklace, Herach was shot and martyred.
tĞůů͕ / ƐŚŽƵůĚ ŶŽƚ ŐŽ ŽŶ ǁŝƚŚ ŵǇ ŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ ,ĞƌĂĐŚ͛Ɛ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘ dŚĞ ŵŽƐƚ
ŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐĞǀĞŶƚĂŌĞƌŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵǁĂƐƚŚĞǀŝƐŝƚ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶǀŝƐŝƟŶŐŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ƐŝǆǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌ,ĞƌĂĐŚ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵĂŶĚĂƚ
our Christmas Eve.
The Visit
ůŵŽƐƚĂůůŽƵƌĨĂŵŝůǇŵĞŵďĞƌƐĂƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͗DǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕ŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ŵǇƐĞůĨĂŶĚŵǇ
nice. The Leader arrives in our house: ^ĂůĂĂŵůĂŝŬŽŵ͕ŚŽǁĂƌĞǇŽƵĂůů͍/ƐƚŚŝƐ
lady the martyr’s mother?
ـzĞƐ͕ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞŵŽƐƚǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͕ŚŽǁĂƌĞǇŽƵ͍
&ـŝŶĞ͕ƚŚĂŶŬ'ŽĚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞƚĞůůŵĞĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘
This is my son, this is my daughter, and this gentleman is my husband, says mother.
I wish you all happiness and success, says the Leader.
ůůƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƌĞƐŵŝůŝŶŐŚĂƉƉŝůǇďǇƐĞĞŝŶŐDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŝŶŽƵƌŽǁŶŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚ
proud to be the host of such a dear, important guest.
The Leader asks father: please tell me how and where your son was martyred?
The father explains that it happened in June 1988ĚƵƌŝŶŐĂŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ
ŝŶ^ŽƵŵĂƌ͘Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶƚĂŬĞƐĂůŽŽŬĂƚƚŚĞŶŽƟĐĞŽĨŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵĂŶĚ
says: He was only nineteen years of age!
zĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ƚŚĞĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͕ŚĞǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌŝůǇũŽŝŶĞĚƚŚĞĂƌŵǇĂůŵŽƐƚĂǇĞĂƌĞĂƌůŝĞƌƚŚĂŶ
the legal date.
I see, how unbelievable, great boy, says the Leader and adds: DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ
ŐƌĂŶƚǇŽƵƉƌŽƉĞƌƌĞǁĂƌĚƐĂŶĚ'ŽĚǁŝůůŝŶŐ͕/ƉƌĂǇĨŽƌǇŽƵƌƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůĞůĞǀĂƟŽŶ͖ƚŚĞ
ĨĂĐƚƚŚĂƚƐƵĐŚĂǀĞƌǇǇŽƵŶŐŵĂŶũŽŝŶƐƚŚĞǁĂƌͲĞīŽƌƚƐƚŽĚĞĨĞŶĚŚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͕ĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞŝŶƚĞŐƌŝƚǇŽĨŚŝƐŶĂƟŽŶŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐŚŝƐŽǁŶƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ͕ŝƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐŐůŽƌŝŽƵƐ͕ďĞǇŽŶĚ
ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ͘
I, Herach’s brother, do remember that, whenever he came back on leave, he
would never tell my parents about his wish for martyrdom and my mother, alǁĂǇƐƚĂůŬĞĚĂďŽƵƚĮŶĚŝŶŐĂŐŽŽĚŐŝƌůƚŽďĞĐŽŵĞŚŝƐǁŝĨĞĂŶĚŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌƵƐĞĚƚŽ
tell him to come back soon because he wanted to put him in charge of the black-
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ƐŵŝƚŚƐŚŽƉƐŽƚŚĂƚŚĞĐŽƵůĚƌĞƟƌĞ͘ŶĚŶŽǁ/ĂŵƐŽŚĂƉƉǇƚŽŚĞĂƌDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ
ƉƌĂŝƐŝŶŐŚŝŵ͖/ĂŵƐƵƌĞŚĞĐĂŶŚĞĂƌƵƐĂŶĚŝƐŐƌĞĂƚůǇŚĂƉƉǇ͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŚĞŶĂƐŬƐŵĞĂŶĚŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂŶĚǁŚĞŶŚĞĮŶĚƐ
out that we all are engaged in technical, industrial jobs, he tell us about the
ǀĂůƵĂďůĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚďǇƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƚĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶƐĂŶĚĐƌĂŌƐŵĞŶŝŶŚǀĂǌ͕
ĞǌĨƵůĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌůŽĐĂƟŽŶĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞǁĂƌĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŵŽƐƚŽĨƚŚĞŵǁĞƌĞǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ
combatants.
>ĂƚĞƌŝŶƚŚŝƐĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬĞĚƵƐĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌĐŚƵƌĐŚŐŽŝŶŐƐ͕ŽƵƌ
priests and our special churches, and my parents, my sister and I all take part in
ƚŚŝƐŝŶƟŵĂƚĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ͖ǁĞĂƌĞĂůůƌĞĂůůǇĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚŝƐƐŽĐŝĂďůĞĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌ͘DǇĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗/ĚŽŶŽƚďĞůŝĞǀĞŝŶĂŶǇƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕/ŐŽƚŽĂŶǇĐŚƵƌĐŚ
whenever possible.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĐŽŶĮƌŵƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ͛ƐƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗well done, all houses of God
ĂƌĞŚŽƵƐĞƐŽĨǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ͖ƚŚĞǇĂƌĞĂůůƐĂĐƌŽƐĂŶĐƚ͖ŝĨŽŶĞĐŽƵůĚ͕ŶŽŵĂƩĞƌǁŚĞƌĞ͕
ƌĞĂĐŚ'ŽĚĂŶĚĂƩĂĐŚŽŶĞ͛ƐŚĞĂƌƚƚŽ,ŝŵ͕ƚŚĂƚŝƐĂĚŵŝƌĂďůĞ͘
Our mother tells Mr. Khamenei: He loved us all, specially his sister, and weeks
ďĞĨŽƌĞŚŝƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͕ŚĞĂůǁĂǇƐƐĂŶŐƚŚĞůŝŶĞ͚͗DĂƌƚǇƌƐĂƌĞĂůŝǀĞ͕ůůĂŚŽŬďĂƌ͛͘
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ZĂǌŵŝŬ͕ŚŝƐĐŽƵƐŝŶƵƐĞĚƚŽƚĞůůŚŝŵ͗zŽƵƌƉĂƌĞŶƚƐĂƌĞǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͕ǁŚǇĚŽǇŽƵǁĞĞƉ͍
He answered: I weep for other martyrs and their parents.
Mother narrates the coincidence of my marriage ceremony and his martyrdom
ĂƚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞƟŵĞĂŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĐŽŶƐŽůĞƐŚĞƌ͕ƉƌĂǇƐĨŽƌŚĞƌĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ'ŽĚƚŽ
bring happiness to her heart and protect her other children for her.
dŚĞŶŵŽƚŚĞƌƐŚŽǁƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂĨƌĂŵĞĚƉĂŝŶƟŶŐŽĨ,ĞƌĂĐŚĂŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ
says: ,ŽǁďĞĂƵƟĨƵůůǇŝƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶĚƌĂǁŶ͘
Then he says: I suppose your daughter is married, isn’t she?
zĞƐ͕ŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͕ĂŶĚƚŚŝƐůŝƩůĞŐŝƌůŝƐŵǇŐƌĂŶĚͲĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͖ƐŚĞǁĂƐďŽƌŶƐŽŵĞƟŵĞ ĂŌĞƌ ŵǇ ƐŽŶ͛Ɛ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͖ ƐŚĞ͛Ɛ ŶŽǁ ĨŽƵƌ ǇĞĂƌƐ ŽĨ ĂŐĞ ĂŶĚ ŚĞƌ ŶĂŵĞ ŝƐ
Biayna.
Mr. Khamenei asks her, in a tone of talking to children: Well, what’s your name,
ǇŽƵĚĞĂƌ͕ůŝƩůĞůĂĚǇ͍
DǇƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ĂůŝƩůĞĂƐŚĂŵĞĚ͕ƐĂǇƐ͗ƐŚĞĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁŵƵĐŚWĞƌƐŝĂŶ͘
The Leader asks her in a humourous tone: Why haven’t you learned Persian, you
ůŝƩůĞůĂĚǇ͍͊
ƚƚŚŝƐŚŝŶƚ͕ĂůůŽĨƵƐĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐůĂƵŐŚ͘&ŽƌŵĞŝƚǁĂƐĂ
ůŽŶŐƟŵĞƚŚĂƚ/ŚĂĚŶŽƚƐĞĞŶŵǇƉĂƌĞŶƚƐƚŽƐŽŚĂƉƉŝůǇƐŵŝůĞĂŶĚůĂƵŐŚ͘dŚĞŽŶůǇ
person who doesn’t smile is Biayna who didn’t understand much!
Mr. Khamenei would like to embrace her and let her sit on his leg, so he says:
>ŝƩůĞůĂĚǇ͕ĐŽŵĞŚĞƌĞĂůŝƩůĞĂŶĚƐŝƚŽŶŵǇŬŶĞĞƐ͕ŝƚŵĂǇďĞŐŽŽĚĨŽƌǇŽƵ͊
DǇƐŝƐƚĞƌƚĞůůƐŚĞƌŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƚŽĚŽƚŚŝƐďƵƚƐŚĞŚŽůĚƐŚĞƌƐĞůĨƟŐŚƚůǇĂŐĂŝŶƐƚŚĞƌ
mother and doesn’t move!
DǇĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗^ŚĞ͛ƐǀĞƌǇƐŚǇ͕ƐŚĞ͛ƐƚĂŬĞŶĂŌĞƌŵĞ͕ŚĞƌŐƌĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌ͊
tŚĂƚ͊zŽƵĚŽŶ͛ƚƐĞĞŵƚŽďĞƐŚǇĂƚĂůů, joked the Leader.
It seems to me that Mr. Khamenei also does not wish to end this very familiar
ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ƐŽŚĞƚĞůůƐƵƐĂďŽƵƚŝƐŚŽƉDĂŶŶŽƵŬŝĂŶ͕ŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐǁŝƚŚŚŝŵĂŶĚŚŝƐ
ŵĂŶŶĞƌ͖ŚĞĂůƐŽŝŶĨŽƌŵƐƵƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐŝŶ/ƌĂŶĂŶĚŚŽǁ^ŚĂŚ
ďďĂƐĚĞĂůƚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŵŝŶŬŝŶĚĞƐƚƚĞƌŵƐ͖ŚĞĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚ͗zŽƵĂƌĞŽƵƌĨĞůůŽǁͲĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŵĞŶ͕ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞŶŽƚƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞĞŶƟƟĞƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽĨ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐ͕/ƌĂŶďĞůŽŶŐƐƚŽ
ǇŽƵ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐǁŚǇǇŽƵƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶŝƚƐĚĞĨĞŶĐĞ͖ŝƚŝƐŽƵƌĚƵƚǇ͕ǇŽƵƌƐĂŶĚŽƵƌƐ͕ƚŽ
rebuild this country and make it prosperous and this duty is not upon the shoul-
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ĚĞƌƐŽĨĂƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌĐůĂƐƐ͕ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶŽƌĞƚŚŶŝĐŐƌŽƵƉ͕ǁĞĂůůŵƵƐƚŚĞůƉĂŶĚĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƚĞŝŶƐƵĐŚĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞĞīŽƌƚƐ͕ŝĨ'ŽĚǁŝůů͘
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĮŶĂůůǇƐĂŝĚ͗tĞůů͕ŽƵƌŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶǁĂƐƚŽŵĞĞƚǇŽƵƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĂƐĂ
respected martyr family, and to congratulate you on the occasion of your New
zĞĂƌ͘tĞŵĞĂŶƚƚŽĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŽƵƌŝŶƟŵĂƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĨƵůŶĞƐƐƚŽǇŽƵĂŶĚƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌǇŽƵƌ
ǀĂůŝĂŶƚŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘/ƉƌĂǇƚŽ'ŽĚĨŽƌǇŽƵƌŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐĂŶĚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŝŶůŝĨĞ͘ůƐŽ͕ŝŶĐĂƐĞ
you faced any problems, I give you an address and a telephone number to conƚĂĐƚƵƐ͕ŵǇKĸĐĞƐƚĂīǁŝůůďĞĂƚǇŽƵƌƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘
Then one of the Leader’s companions gives our father an address and a phone
number. But for us the important thing, more than removing any problems
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŚŝƐŽĸĐĞ͕ǁĂƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚŝƐ/ƐůĂŵŝĐƐƚĂƚĞŚĂƐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŝŶŵŝŶĚ͖ƚŚŝƐǁĂƐĂŐƌĞĂƚƐŽƵƌĐĞŽĨǁĂƌŵƚŚ͕ŝŶƟŵĂĐǇĂŶĚƉĞĂĐĞŽĨŵŝŶĚ͘
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶŐŝǀĞƐŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŐŝŌĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ This is a token for remembering
ƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͛ƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘
ůůĨĂŵŝůǇŵĞŵďĞƌƐƚŚĂŶŬDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĨŽƌŚŝƐŬŝŶĚǀŝƐŝƚĂŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞƐ
mother and says: May I have your permission to leave?
ŶĚŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕ĨŽƌŐĞƚƚŝŶŐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐŚĞĂǀǇƉƌĞŽĐĐƵƉĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕ƐĂǇƐ͗dƌĞĂƚŽƵƌ
house as your own and please come again whenever you like!
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If he had a grave
ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝsŝƐŝƚƐ
The Family of martyr George Keshish Haroutoun
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗2015ͬ1ͬ8

The Photo of

Martyr George Keshish Haroutoun
Martyred in Gilan-Gharb, Kermanshah
Martyred on 1988ͬ7ͬ22

This Thursday evening coincides with the anniversary of the birth of our holy
WƌŽƉŚĞƚ;^ͿǁŚĞŶǁĞĚƌŝǀĞŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞŽĸĐĞŽĨƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝŶƚŚƌĞĞǀĞƌǇŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ
ĐĂƌƐ͖ƚŚĞĐĂƌƐĂƌĞĐĂƌƌǇŝŶŐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂŶĚŚŝƐĐŽŵƉĂŶŝŽŶƐĂŶĚƚŚĞĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶŝƐ
the house of a martyr family. No one in the streets could guess that the Leader is
ƐŝƫŶŐŝŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĐĂƌƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞǁĞĚŽŶŽƚĚŽĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐƵŶƵƐƵĂů͘tĞƐƚŽƉĂƚĞǀĞƌǇ
ƚƌĂĸĐůŝŐŚƚ͕ƐƚŽƉĨŽƌŵĂŶǇŵŝŶƵƚĞƐŝŶƚƌĂĸĐĐŽŶŐĞƐƟŽŶƐĂŶĚĚŽŶŽƚƐƉĞĞĚƵƉ͘
Because of the evening rush hours, we spend almost an hour on the way before
ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐŽƵƌĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ͘dŚĞĮƌƐƚƉůĂĐĞƚŽǀŝƐŝƚŝƐŝŶEĂƌŵĂŬ͕ĂůŵŽƐƚŝŶƐŽƵƚŚ
dĞŚƌĂŶǁŚĞƌĞƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨĂŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕'ĞŽƌŐĞ<ĞƐŚŝƐŚ,ĂƌŽƵƚŽƵŶůŝǀĞ͘
Background
dŚĞ,ĂƌŽƵƚŽƵŶĨĂŵŝůǇŚĂĚŵŽǀĞĚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŝƌŽůĚƉůĂĐĞĂŌĞƌ'ĞŽƌŐĞ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ
ĂŶĚǁĞǁĞŶƚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚĂůŽƚŽĨŚĂƌĚƐŚŝƉƚŽĮŶĚƚŚĞŶĞǁĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ͖ǁĞŽŶůǇĚŝĚŶŽƚ
ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌǁŚŝĐŚŇŽŽƌŽĨƚŚĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇůŝǀĞƐŝŶ͊
tĞůů͕ǁĞƌĂŶŐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚďĞůůƐĂŶĚĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇƐŽŵĞŽŶĞĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĚƚŚĞďĞůůŽŶƚŚĞ
4ƚŚŇŽŽƌ͗/ĂŵƚŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕ŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŵǇǇŽƵŶŐĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌůŝǀĞ
ŽŶƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŇŽŽƌ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŶŽƚĂƚŚŽŵĞŶŽǁ͘/ƚŽůĚŚĞƌƚŚĂƚǁĞǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽ
meet your mother tomorrow evening to talk to her about your martyr.
/ƚƐĞĞŵĞĚŝƚǁĂƐŚĂƌĚƚŽƌĞƉůǇƚŽŽƵƌƌĞƋƵĞƐƚďƵƚ͕ĂŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ͕ƐŚĞƐĂŝĚ
ƚŚĂƚŝƚǁĂƐĂůƌŝŐŚƚ͘ƚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞƚŚĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚǁŝƚŚĂǁĂůŬŝŶŐͲƐƟĐŬŝŶŽŶĞ
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hand and a shopping basket in the other. I said salaam to her and she, in thick
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͕ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞĚǀĞƌǇŬŝŶĚůǇĂŶĚǁĞŶƚŝŶƚŽƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞ͘/ŐĂǀĞƚŚĞƐŝƐƚĞƌŵǇ
mobile number and added: So we’ll be seeing you tomorrow evening.
On Wednesday morning my phone rang and the caller said: I am the martyr’s
ƐŝƐƚĞƌ ďƵƚ ƚŚĞ ǀŽŝĐĞ ǁĂƐ ŶŽƚ ƚŚĂƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƐŝƐƚĞƌ / ƚĂůŬĞĚ ƚŽ͘ ^ŚĞ ĞǆƉůĂŝŶĞĚ͗ zŽƵ
ƚĂůŬĞĚƚŽŵǇĞůĚĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌǇĞƐƚĞƌĚĂǇ͖/ƐĂŝĚ͗zĞƐ͕ǇĞƐ͕ǁĞ͛ůůďĞƐĞĞŝŶŐǇŽƵƚŽŵŽƌƌŽǁ
evening. But she said: I called you to tell you not to come!
Why? I said.
 ـBecause my mother is not well, she’ll be hurt.
ـtĞǁŽŶ͛ƚƚĂŬĞŵƵĐŚŽĨŚĞƌƟŵĞ͕ŽŶůǇĨŽƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͘
^ŚĞƐĂŝĚ͕ŝŶĂĚƌǇ͕ƌĂƚŚĞƌĂŶŐƌǇǀŽŝĐĞ͗/ƐĂŝĚ͚ŶŽ͛͘
/ŵĞĂŶƚƚŽƚĂůŬƚŽŚĞƌĂůŝƩůĞŵŽƌĞďƵƚƐŚĞŚƵŶŐƵƉ͘
I haven’t yet said anything to my colleagues about this but I am very worried. I
think perhaps we’ll have to change the Leader’s program. I go to their house again
and ring the 4ƚŚŇŽŽƌĂŶĚƚŚĞĞůĚĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗^ĂůĂĂŵ͕ǁŚĂƚŝƐŝƚǇŽƵǁĂŶƚ͍
 ـPlease could you kindly come down to the entrance-door?
 ـWho are you?
 ـI told you on Tuesday that we come to meet you this evening.
 ـBut my sister phoned yesterday and asked you not to come?
ـzĞƐ͕ƐŚĞĚŝĚďƵƚƉůĞĂƐĞůĞƚŵĞĞǆƉůĂŝŶƚŚŝŶŐƐ͕ǇŽƵƐĞĞ͕ůĂĚǇ͙
She had hung up the door-phone.
It’s too early to name the guest. I rang again
zĞƐ͍^ŚĞƐĂǇƐ͘
>ـĂĚǇ͕ǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚŵĞĂŶƚŽƚƌŽƵďůĞǇŽƵĂƚĂůů͖ŝƚǁŽŶ͛ƚďĞŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶĂĨĞǁ
minutes.
 ـNo sir, we don’t want to be interviewed, my mother is not well.
>ـŝƐƚĞŶ͕ůĂĚǇ͕ŝĨǇŽƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƚĂůŬ͕ǁĞůĞĂǀĞǇŽƵ͖ǁĞũƵƐƚǁĂŶƚƚŽ
see her.
ŐĂŝŶƐŚĞŚƵŶŐƵƉ͘/ůŽŽŬĂƚŵǇǁĂƚĐŚ͖ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁŝůůďĞŽŶƚŚĞǁĂǇŝŶĂďŽƵƚ
ŚĂůĨĂŶŚŽƵƌĨƌŽŵŶŽǁ͘/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁǁŚĂƚƚŽĚŽ͖ƚŚŝƐĞůĚĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌǁŚŽǁĂƐŶŽƚ
ƵŶĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĂƚĮƌƐƚĂŶĚĚŝĚŶŽƚďĞŚĂǀĞƐŽŽďƐƟŶĂƚĞůǇďƵƚƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌǁŚŽ
telephoned me yesterday was worse.
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I go back to our car to consult with my colleagues and say: they don’t agree.
Why? They ask.
/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁ͖ƚŚĞǇĚŝĚŶ͛ƚĞǀĞŶůĞƚŵĞĞǆƉůĂŝŶ͘
EŽǁ/ƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝƐĂďŽƵƚƚŽůĞĂǀĞŚŝƐKĸĐĞ͘/ŐŽďĂĐŬƚŽƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞ͕ĂŶĚ
ďĞĨŽƌĞƚŚĂƚ/ƐĂǇ͚ƐĂůĂǀĂƚ͛ĮǀĞƟŵĞƐ͘/ƌŝŶŐƚŚĞďĞůůĂŶĚƐŚĞ͕ĂƐƐŽŽŶĂƐƐŚĞŚĞĂƌƐ
my voice, hangs up. I must decide soon because if we can’t meet this family, I
must inform the Leader companions to change the program. I go back to our car
ĂŐĂŝŶĨŽƌĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶ͖ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞĂůůǁŽƌƌŝĞĚĞǆĐĞƉƚĂŶŽůĚĞƌĨƌŝĞŶĚŽĨŵŝŶĞ͗ŚĞĂŶĚ
/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĂĐĐŽŵƉĂŶǇŝŶŐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝŶǀŝƐŝƟŶŐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐƐŝŶĐĞƚŚĞ
ĚĂǇƐŽĨDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐǇ͖ǁĞĂƌĞƚŚĞŵŽƐƚĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚŵĞŵďĞƌƐŽĨ
ŽƵƌƚĞĂŵ͘,ĞƐŵŝůĞƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗,ĂĂũŝ͕ĚŽŶ͛ƚǁŽƌƌǇ͖/͛ŵƐƵƌĞǇŽƵ͛ůůĮŶĂůůǇƉĞƌƐƵĂĚĞ
them, go back and try again.
I go and ring the 4ƚŚŇŽŽƌĂŐĂŝŶĂŶĚƐĂǇ͗ƉůĞĂƐĞĚŽŶ͛ƚĐƵƚŽī͘
/ƐĂǇ͗WůĞĂƐĞůŝƐƚĞŶĨŽƌĂŵŽŵĞŶƚ͕/ĂŵĂDƵƐůŝŵĂŶĚǇŽƵĂƌĞĂŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ͕ďŽƚŚ
of us are Iranian and famed to be hospitable, I don’t want anything, but I have
ƚŽƚĂŬĞĂƚĂďůĞƚƋƵŝĐŬůǇ͕ǁŽƵůĚǇŽƵďĞŬŝŶĚĞŶŽƵŐŚƚŽĨĞƚĐŚŵĞĂŐůĂƐƐŽĨǁĂƚĞƌ͕
then I just go away.
^ŚĞ͛ƐƐŝůĞŶƚĨŽƌĂĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐǁŚŝůĞ/ƉƌĂǇƚŽ'ŽĚƐŝůĞŶƚůǇ͖ƚŚĞŶƐŚĞƐĂǇƐ͗KŬĂǇ͕
I’ll bring you a glass of water.
/ƚŚĂŶŬ'ŽĚĂŐĂŝŶ͕ŶŽǁ/ĐĂŶĂƚůĞĂƐƚƐĂǇƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĨĂĐĞƚŽĨĂĐĞ͘/ůŽŽŬĂƚŵǇǁĂƚĐŚ͖
the Leader must be on the way, then the entrance-door half opens, it’s the youngĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌǁŝƚŚĂŐůĂƐƐŽĨǁĂƚĞƌŽŶĂƚƌĂǇ͖ƐŚĞƐƟůůƐĞĞŵƐƚŽďĞĂŶŐƌǇ͘/ƚĂŬĞƵƉƚŚĞ
ŐůĂƐƐ͕ƚĂŬĞĂƚĂďůĞƚŽƵƚŽĨŵǇƉŽĐŬĞƚĂŶĚŐƵůƉŝƚĚŽǁŶ͖/ƐƟůůŚĂǀĞƚŚĞŚĂůĨĞŵƉƚǇ
ŐůĂƐƐŝŶŵǇŚĂŶĚĂŶĚ/ƐĂǇ͗ŝƚ͛ƐĂƉŝƚǇǇŽƵĚŽŶ͛ƚůĞƚƵƐĐŽŵĞŝŶƚŽǇŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞ͖ĂǀĞƌǇ
respected guest is coming to congratulate you on the occasion of Christmas.
 ـNo, thank you, there is no need for anybody to come, even if he is the
President!
dŚĞ^ŝƐƚĞƌ͛ƐEĂƌƌĂƟŽŶ
zĞƐƚĞƌĚĂǇ ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ ĐĂŵĞ ƚŽ ƵƐ ĂŶĚ ƐĂŝĚ͗ tĞ ǁĂŶƚ ƚŽ ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ ƚŚĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛Ɛ
ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕/ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚŚŝƐƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ͕ďƵƚǁŚĞŶ/ƚŽůĚŵǇǇŽƵŶŐĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ŚĞŐŽƚĂŶŐƌǇ
ĂŶĚ ƌĞƚŽƌƚĞĚ͗ ŽŶ͛ƚ ǇŽƵ ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ƟŵĞ͕ŚŽǁ ƵƉƐĞƚ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ ǁĂƐ͖ ŶŽ͕
they shouldn’t come.
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^ŚĞǁĂƐƌŝŐŚƚĂďŽƵƚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛ƐĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĂŶĚ/ĂŐƌĞĞĚǁŝƚŚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐŚĞƐĂŝĚ͖/͛ůů
telephone them.
It’s true about mother, she has suffered a lot in her life, father died a long
time ago and George was martyred 25 years ago, my two other brother
ŚĂǀĞ ŐŽŶĞ ĂďƌŽĂĚ͖ ǁŚĞŶ ŵǇ ĨĂƚŚĞƌ ŚĂĚ Ă ŚĞĂƌƚ ĂƚƚĂĐŬ ĂŶĚ ĚŝĞĚ͕ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ
was only 15 and my elder brother Harout became the bread-winner of the
family but George did different jobs whenever he could to help with our
daily expenses. Harout was exempted from military service but my other
ďƌŽƚŚĞƌŚĂǀŽƌ͕ĂĨƚĞƌŐĞƚƚŝŶŐŚŝƐŚŝŐŚͲƐĐŚŽŽůĚŝƉůŽŵĂ͕ũŽŝŶĞĚƚŚĞĂƌŵǇĂŶĚ
finished his two-year military service and finally George joined the army
and after his training period, he was dispatched to join the Regiment 71 in
Kermanshah.
,ĞĚŝĚŶ͛ƚƚĞůůƵƐŵƵĐŚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞďĂƩůĞͲĨƌŽŶƚ͖ŚĞŽŶůǇƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚŚĞůŝŬĞĚŚŝƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŚĞŚĂĚůŽƚƐŽĨĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ŵŽƐƚůǇDƵƐůŝŵƐ͘tĞĚŝĚǁŝƚŶĞƐƐƚŚŝƐĂŌĞƌ
his martyrdom when all those Muslim friends came to his mourning ceremonies.
/ŶƚŚĞŵŝĚĚůĞŽĨŚŝƐƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕ǁĞŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ͕ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƐŽŵĞĨƌŝĞŶĚ͕ƚŽĂƐŬƚŚĞŽĸ-
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cials concerned to send him to some other parts, away from the front-lines but
he found out about this and rejected it. He said: I don’t want to go away from the
ĨƌŽŶƚͲůŝŶĞƐ͖ŚĞǁĂƐƚƌƵůǇĂƐĞůŇĞƐƐ͕ĨĞĂƌůĞƐƐƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘
ǇƚŚĞŶ/ŚĂĚŵĂƌƌŝĞĚĂŶĚŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚĨŽƵŶĚĂŶĂƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚŝŶDĂũŝĚŝǇĂŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ
ŝŶdĞŚƌĂŶĂŶĚǁĞŵŽǀĞĚƚŚĞƌĞ͖ŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐǁĞƌĞƚŚĞůůĂŚͲĂĚŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚ
ǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŝƌƐŽŶůďĞƌƚǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͕'ĞŽƌŐĞĐĂŵĞƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶŽŶůĞĂǀĞĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚ
ƵƐƚŽŐŽĂŶĚǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞůůĂŚͲĂĚŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚǁĞǁĞƌĞƚŚĞƌĞ͕ŚĞƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŽďĞ
ŵŽƌĞ ŐƌŝĞĨͲƐƚƵĐŬ ƚŚĂŶ ůďĞƌƚ͛Ɛ ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ ĂƐ ŝĨ ŚĞ ǁĂƐ ĂƐŚĂŵĞĚ ƚŽ ďĞ ĂůŝǀĞ͊ ŶĚ
ĂŌĞƌƚŚŝƐŚĞǁĞŶƚďĂĐŬƚŽĨƌŽŶƚͲůŝŶĞƐĂŶĚŶĞǀĞƌĐĂŵĞďĂĐŬ͘
/ƚǁĂƐŽŶůǇƚǁŽŵŽƌĞŵŽŶƚŚƐďĞĨŽƌĞŚŝƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞǁŽƵůĚĮŶŝƐŚĂŶĚŵŽƚŚer was happy that he would soon come home but four days later the so-called
DƵũĂŚĞĚŝŶͲ<ŚĂůŐKƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ;D<K͕ŬŶŽǁŶďǇƚŚĞ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƉĞŽƉůĞĂƐ͚ƚŚĞ,ǇƉŽĐƌŝƚĞƐ͛ĂƩĂĐŬĞĚƚŚĞǁĞƐƚĞƌŶƉĂƌƚƐŽĨ/ƌĂŶͿĞǆĂĐƚůǇǁŚĞƌĞ'ĞŽƌŐĞǁĂƐƐƚĂƟŽŶĞĚ͘
dŚŝƐŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶĐĂůůĞĚ͞ůͲDĞƌƐĂĂĚ͟ĐĂŵĞƚŽĂŶĞŶĚŝŶĂĨĞǁĚĂǇƐĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐ
ǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌŚŝŵƚŽƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞƵƐĂƐŚĞƵƐƵĂůůǇĚŝĚ͘ƵƚƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐŶŽŶĞǁƐĂŶĚ
ǁĞƚƌŝĞĚƚŽŐĞƚƐŽŵĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶďƵƚŶŽďŽĚǇŬŶĞǁĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌǁĂƐ
worried to death thinking about him.
We could not tolerate this lack of news so, seven of us, my two brothers, my husband and my cousins travelled to those fronts, searching for him in all regiments,
ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇďĂƐĞƐ͕ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůƐĂŶĚŵŽƌŐƵĞƐ͘DǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌŚĂǀĞƌĐŽƵůĚŵĂŶĂŐĞƚŽŐŽƚŽ
ƚŚĞĨƌŽŶƚͲůŝŶĞƐĂŶĚƚĂůŬƚŽƐŽŵĞŽĨŚŝƐĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚĞĂĐŚŽŶĞƚŽůĚŚŝŵĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ
ƐƚŽƌǇ͗ŚĞǁĂƐǁŽƵŶĚĞĚ͕ŚĞǁĂƐƚĂŬĞŶƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌĂŌĞƌďĞŝŶŐŚŝƚĂŶĚƚŚĞůŝŬĞďƵƚ
none of them were certain about what happened.
When these 7 ƌĞůĂƟǀĞƐ ŽĨ ŽƵƌƐ ƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚ͕ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ ƌĞĂůůǇ ĨĞĞůŝŶŐ ĂǁĨƵů͗ ƚŚĞ
ƐĐĞŶĞƐ ƚŚĞǇ ŚĂĚ ƐĞĞŶ͕ ŶŽ ŶĞǁƐ ŽĨ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ͕ ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ ƐŽŵĞ ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ
ŝŶũƵƌĞĚ͖ ĂŶĚ ŵǇ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ ǁĞƌĞ ŶŽƚ ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĂďůĞ͖ ƚŚĞ ŚĂƚĞ ĨŽƌ D<K
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕ĂŵŽŶŐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĂƚĚĂƚĞ͕ǁĂƐŝŵŵĞŶƐĞ͘
Nobody knew about the martyred, the wounded and the captured. But from
the day when the prisoners of war started returning, my mother again became
ŚŽƉĞĨƵů͘WĞƌŚĂƉƐŚĞǁŽƵůĚďĞŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐŽĨǁĂƌ͖ǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌƐŚĞŚĞĂƌĚ
ƚŚĂƚƐŽŵĞǁĂƌͲƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐ͕DƵƐůŝŵŽƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ͕ŚĂǀĞƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚŚŽŵĞ͕ƐŚĞǁŽƵůĚ
ƚƌǇ ƚŽ ĮŶĚ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ƚŚĞŵ ĂŶĚ ŵĂŬĞ ĞŶƋƵŝƌŝĞƐ ĂďŽƵƚ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ͘ ^ŚĞ
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called on them and showing a photograph of George, asked whether they had
seen such a person.
Once someone brought us a group photograph of war-prisoners but they had
ƐŚĂǀĞĚƚŚĞŝƌŚĂŝƌĂŶĚǁĞĂƌŝŶŐƐŝŵŝůĂƌĐůŽƚŚĞƐĂŶĚŶŽ'ĞŽƌŐĞĐŽƵůĚďĞŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ
among them. when all war-prisoners returned, my brothers, my sister and I were
ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞ ŚĂĚ ďĞĞŶ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͘ ůƐŽ ƚŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ ƐŽůĚŝĞƌ
named Herand Hakopian who was also martyred and his body was never discovĞƌĞĚ͖ƐŽǁĞĂůůƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĂƚ'ĞŽƌŐĞŚĂĚĂůƐŽŵĞƚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞĨĂƚĞ͘
Now some 25ǇĞĂƌƐĂŌĞƌ'ĞŽƌŐĞ͛ƐĚŝƐĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞ͕ŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐƐƟůůŚŽƉŝŶŐ͖ĂŶǇŽŶĞ
who knocks at our door, she hopes there will the some news about George. She’s
ƐƵīĞƌŝŶŐĨƌŽŵƐĞǀĞƌĂůŝůůŶĞƐƐĞƐĂŶĚĚŽĐƚŽƌƐƐĂǇƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞĂůůĐĂƵƐĞĚďǇŚĞƌŶĞƌǀŽƵƐ
ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͖ƐŚĞƐĂǇƐŝĨŵǇƐŽŶŚĂĚĂŐƌĂǀĞĂŶĚ/ĐŽƵůĚŐŽƚŚĞƌĞƚŽǁĞĞƉĂŶĚƚĂůŬƚŽ
Śŝŵ͕/ǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚďĞƐŽŝůů͘^ŽŵĞƟŵĞĂŐŽƐŽŵĞƉĞŽƉůĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶĐĂŵĞ
ƚŽŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƵƐ͖ƐŚĞǁĞƉƚĂŶĚƚŽůĚŚĞƌƐƚŽƌǇĂŶĚǁĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐŚĞǁŽƵůĚďĞĐŽŵĞ
ďĞƩĞƌĂŌĞƌƐŽŵƵĐŚǁĞĞƉŝŶŐĂŶĚǁĂŝůŝŶŐďƵƚƐŚĞǁĂƐǁŽƌƐĞůĂƚĞƌ͘ĨĞǁĚĂǇƐ
later this interview was shown on the television but we didn’t let her watch it.
The Visit
Well, as I said, this was a few months ago, but yesterday some people came to
ŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĐŽŵĞŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĂŶŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ͖/ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ
ƌĞĨƵƐĞƚŚĞŝƌƌĞƋƵĞƐƚďƵƚŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌĐŽŶƚĂĐƚĞĚƚŚĞŵĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚŶŽƚƚŽĐŽŵĞ͘ƵƚĂ
ůŝƩůĞĂŌĞƌĚƵƐŬƚŚĞĚŽŽƌͲďĞůůƌŝŶŐƐĂŶĚŝƚǁĂƐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞŐĞŶƚůĞŵĂŶǁŚŽŚĂĚĮƌƐƚ
ƚĂůŬĞĚƚŽŵĞ͘/ĂƐŬĞĚŚŝŵ͗ŝĚŶ͛ƚŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌƚĞůůǇŽƵŶŽƚƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚ/ŚƵŶŐƵƉďƵƚ
ŚĞƌŝŶŐƐĂŐĂŝŶĂŶĚ/ƚĞůůŚŝŵĂŐĂŝŶ͗tĞĚŽŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚĂŶŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ͘ĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ
ƉĂƐƐĞƐĂŶĚ/ƚŚŝŶŬŚĞ͛ƐŐŽŶĞĂǁĂǇ͕ďƵƚŶŽ͕ŚĞƌŝŶŐƐĨŽƌƚŚĞƚŚŝƌĚƟŵĞĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗
/͛ŵDƵƐůŝŵĂŶĚǇŽƵ͛ƌĞŚƌŝƐƟĂŶďƵƚǁĞ͛ƌĞďŽƚŚ/ƌĂŶŝĂŶ͕ĂƚůĞĂƐƚŐŝǀĞŵĞĂŐůĂƐƐ
ŽĨǁĂƚĞƌƚŽƚĂŬĞŵǇƚĂďůĞƚ͖/ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƌĞĨƵƐĞƚŚŝƐƐŝŵƉůĞƌĞƋƵĞƐƚďƵƚ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚƚĂŬĞ
ƚŚĞŐůĂƐƐŽĨǁĂƚĞƌŵǇƐĞůĨďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ĨĞĂƌ/ŵŝŐŚƚŐŝǀĞŝŶƚŽƚŚĞƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĨŽƌĂŶŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ͕ƐŽ/ŐŽĚŽǁŶƚŚĞƐƚĂŝƌƐƚŽƚŚĞŐƌŽƵŶĚŇŽŽƌĂŶĚƚĞůůŵǇǇŽƵŶŐĞƌƐŝƐƚĞƌĂďŽƵƚ
it. She says: Okay, I’ll take him a glass of water. She puts on her coat and wears
her scarf and goes to the entrance-door in an angry mood.
/͛ŵǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌŚĞƌƚŽĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬƐŽŽŶďƵƚƐŚĞƚĂŬĞƐƐŽŵĞƟŵĞĂŶĚǁŚĞŶƐŚĞ͛Ɛ
ďĂĐŬ͕ƐŚĞƐĞĞŵƐƚŽďĞĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ƐŚĞ͛ƐǀĞƌǇĂŶǆŝŽƵƐĂŶĚŚĞƌĨĂĐĞŝƐƉĂůĞ͘
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tŚǇĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚƐŚĞǁĂŶƚƚŽƚĞůůŵĞǁŚĂƚŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͖ƚŚĞŶƐŚĞŶŽƟĐĞƐŵǇƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ
features and explains: I opened the door and gave him the glass of water and he,
while having his tablet said: It’s really a pity, a very dear guest intends to come
ƚŽǇŽƵĂŶĚĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƚĞǇŽƵŽŶƚŚĞŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶŽĨŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͖/ƌĞƉůŝĞĚĂŶŐƌŝůǇ͗/ƚ
ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚŵĂƩĞƌǁŚŽǇŽƵƌĚĞĂƌŐƵĞƐƚŝƐ͕ĐĂŶ͛ƚďĞŚŝŐŚĞƌƚŚĞƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͊ŶĚŚĞ
ƐĂŝĚ͗zĞƐŚĞ͛ƐŚŝŐŚĞƌƚŚĂŶƚŚĂƚ͕ǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͖ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁĂŶƚƐƚŽǀŝƐŝƚ
you! I was really thunder-struck, never been so astonished before and I opened
the door completely and asked: Why didn’t you tell us this? But before he answers me, I whisper, of course, it’s for security reasons, and then ask him: How
ŵƵĐŚƟŵĞŚĂǀĞǁĞŐŽƚ͍
,ĞƌĞƉůŝĞƐ͗ďŽƵƚ45 minutes, but you don’t have to do anything, only if you permit us, let me and my friends in? I say: Certainly, I go upstairs to inform my sister
ĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘EŽǁŝƚ͛ƐŵǇƚƵƌŶƚŽďĞŵŽƟŽŶůĞƐƐůǇĂƐƚŽŶŝƐŚĞĚ͕ďƵƚŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗
Get up, get the hoover and let’s clean the apartment.
ůůƚŚŝƐŵŽŵĞŶƚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞŐĞŶƚůĞŵĂŶǁŚŽƚĂůŬĞĚƚŽŵĞĂƌƌŝǀĞĚƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚ
three others, and I ask him: Is my sister telling the truth, is the Leader really on
the way to our house?
,ĞƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ŝƚ͛ƐƚƌƵĞ͕ǇŽƵƐŚŽƵůĚĞǆĐƵƐĞƵƐ͕ǁĞĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚůĞƚǇŽƵŬŶŽǁĞĂƌůŝĞƌ͘
Then my sister comes and, in front of these gentlemen, reproaches me saying:
ďĞĐĂƌĞĨƵů͕ŶŽƚƚŽƚĞůůĂŶǇďŽĚǇĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƐŚĞĂƐŬƐƚŚŽƐĞŵĞŶ͗ŽŶ͛ƚ
ǇŽƵǁĂŶƚƚŽĐƵƚŽīƚŚĞƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞůŝŶĞƐ͍/ůĂƵŐŚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞďŽƩŽŵŽĨŵǇŚĞĂƌƚ
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŵǇ ƐŝƐƚĞƌ ŶŽǁ ŚĂƐ ďĞĐŽŵĞ ŵŽƌĞ ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇͲƐĞŶƐŝƟǀĞ ƚŚĂŶ ƚŚĞŵ͊ dŚĞǇ
say: No there’s no need to plug out the telephone, but please set your mobile
ƉŚŽŶĞŽŶ͚ƐŝůĞŶƚ͛͘
ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐŚĂůĨĂŶŚŽƵƌǁĞ͛ǀĞŐŽƚ͕/ĂƐŬŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚĂŶĚŵǇĐŽƵƐŝŶƚŽũŽŝŶƵƐ͘
ŶĚ ƚŚĂŶŬ 'ŽĚ ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ ŝƐ ĂůƌŝŐŚƚ͕ ǁĞ ŚĂǀĞ ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ ƚĞĂ ĂŶĚ ƐĞƚ ƉůĂƚĞƐ ŽĨ
ĨƌƵŝƚƐ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ƚĂďůĞ͖ ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ ŽĨ ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ ǁĞ ĂƌĞ ƌĞĂĚǇ ƚŽ ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ
guests. Mother has changed her clothes and is wearing the yellow scarf that
becomes her very much.
ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌƐŝƚƐĚŽǁŶŽŶĂŶĂƌŵĐŚĂŝƌ͕ǁĞŚĞĂƌĂůŽƚŽĨŶŽŝƐĞŽŶƚŚĞǁĂůŬŝĞͲƚĂůŬŝĞƐ
ŽĨƚŚĞƉĞŽƉůĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŽƵƌĂƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͘/ĂƐŬŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵ͗/Ɛ,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂĂďŽƵƚ
to arrive.
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zĞƐŚĞŝƐĂůƌĞĂĚǇŚĞƌĞ͕ƚŚĞŵĂŶƐĂǇƐ͕ďƵƚƉůĞĂƐĞĚŽŶ͛ƚŐŽĚŽǁŶƐƚĂŝƌƐ͕ǇŽƵĐĂŶ
welcome him at your apartment’s entrance-door. My mother and I stand up and
ĮƌƐƚůǇǁĞŚĞĂƌƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐǁĂƌŵ͚ƐĂůĂĂŵ͛͘/ƐĂǇƚŽŵǇƐĞůĨ͗WƌĂŝƐĞďĞƚŽ'ŽĚ͕ŚŽǁ
ŚĂŶĚƐŽŵĞĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇůŽŽŬŝŶŐŚĞŝƐ͖ƚŚĞƐĞĂƌĞƚŚŝŶŐƐ/ŚĂĚŶĞǀĞƌŶŽƟĐĞĚŽŶŚŝƐ
television images.
tĞĂƌĞĂůůĂƚƚŚĞĚŽŽƌǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞĮƌƐƚƚŚŝŶŐŚĞƐĂǇƐŝƐ͗Where
is the lady, the mother of the martyr?
DǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚǁĂůŬƐĂƐŝĚĞĂůŝƩůĞƐŽƚŚĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĐŽƵůĚƐĞĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚŚĞ
ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞƐŚĞƌ͘,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐƚĂŶĚƐŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƐĂǇƐƚŽŚĞƌ͗
͚^ĂůĂĂŵƵŶůŝŬƵŵ’, in the warmest way I had ever heard.
/ƚƐĞĞŵƐƚŚĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͕ŵĞĞƟŶŐŽƵƌǀĞƌǇŽůĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŚĂƐŐƵĞƐƐĞĚƚŚĂƚƐŚĞ
ŝƐĂůŝƩůĞŚĂƌĚŽĨŚĞĂƌŝŶŐĂŶĚĂŐĂŝŶƐĂǇƐƚŽŚĞƌ͗^ĂůĂĂŵƵŶůŝŬƵŵ͕ĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ŝŶ
ŚĞƌƚŚŝĐŬƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂĐĐĞŶƚ͕ƐĂǇƐ͗
^ـĂůĂĂŵ͕,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͘
 ـHow are you lady?
 ـMerci, merci, how about you?
 ـFine, and you?
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Merci, merci, mother keeps saying!
My sister says: We didn’t expect you to take the trouble to come to see our
mother.
DĂǇ 'ŽĚ ůŵŝŐŚƚǇ ŬĞĞƉ ŚĞƌ ŝŶ ŐŽŽĚ ŚĞĂůƚŚ, says the Leader. He does not sit
down before we have sat down and then he says: May this Christmas be full of
blessings for you, it is a blissful coincidence because the birth anniversary of our
holy Prophet is about these days and I congratulate you for both occasions, may
'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇƉƌŽƐƉĞƌǇŽƵĂŶĚŵĂǇ,ĞŐƌĂŶƚǇŽƵƌŵĂƌƚǇƌŵĞƌĐǇĂŶĚďůŝƐƐ͖ǁŚĞƌĞ
is the martyr’s father?
Now I am no more anxious and say: He has passed away.
ـƌĞǇŽƵƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐƐŝƐƚĞƌ͍
ـzĞƐ͕/ĂŵŚŝƐƐŝƐƚĞƌ͘
ـŶĚƚŚŝƐůĂĚǇƐŝƫŶŐƚŚĞƌĞ͕ŝƐƐŚĞĂůƐŽƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌ͛ƐƐŝƐƚĞƌ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ƐŚĞŝƐ͘
 ـWhen did your father die?
 ـSome 36 years ago.
 ـI see, that means that he died long before your brother was martyred?
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ـzĞƐ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐƌŝŐŚƚ͘
The Leader then points at George’s photograph and asks: When exactly was he
martyred?
 ـIn 1988͕ĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞDĞƌƐĂĂĚŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶĮŐŚƟŶŐĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞD<KǁŚŽŚĂĚ
invaded Iran.
ـ/ƐĞĞ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞǁĂƌ͘DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŝŶĐůƵĚĞŚŝŵŝŶŚŝƐďŽƵŶĚůĞƐƐ
ŵĞƌĐǇĂŶĚďůŝƐƐ͕ďŽƚŚŚŝŵĂƐǁĞůůǇŽƵĂůů͕ǁŚŽƐƵīĞƌĞĚƉĂƟĞŶƚůǇ͘
ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌĚŽĞƐŶŽƚƐĂǇŵƵĐŚ͕Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂƐŬƐǁŚĞƚŚĞƌƐŚĞƐƉĞĂŬƐWĞƌƐŝĂŶ
or not?
My sister explains: well, mother doesn’t speak Persian well, but the reason for
ŚĞƌŶŽƚƚĂůŬŝŶŐŵƵĐŚŝƐƚŚĂƚƐŚĞ͛ƐĂůŝƩůĞŚĂƌĚŽĨŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ͕ĂŶǇǁĂǇ͕ǇŽƵŵƵƐƚƉĂƌdon her.
The Leader smiles and says: There’s nothing for pardoning!
ǇŚŝƐŬŝŶĚďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌ͕ƐŵŝůĞƐĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚůŝŶĞƐƐ͕ǁĞ͛ƌĞĂůůƌĞĂůůǇĂƚĞĂƐĞŶŽǁƐŝƫŶŐ
next to the Leader of the Islamic Republic and talking as old friends.
dŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂƐŬƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵĞŶŝŶƚŚĞƌŽŽŵĂŶĚƚŚĞŝƌƌĞůĂƟŽŶƚŽƵƐ͘
One of them says: I am the cousin of the martyr.
The other says: I am the husband of the martyr’s sister.
There are two sisters here, which one is your wife, the Leader asks and my husband points at me.
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 ـHow about your children?
My daughter got married and has gone abroad but my son is upstairs.
ـzŽƵŵĞĂŶ͕ŝŶƚŚŝƐŚŽƵƐĞ͍
ـzĞƐ͕ŚĞ͛ƐŽŶƚŚĞ4ƚŚŇŽŽƌ͘
 ـMay God help you to live happily together.

DǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚĂĚĚƐ͗ŵǇǁŝĨĞ͛ƐŵŽƚŚĞƌůŝǀĞƐŽŶƚŚĞŐƌŽƵŶĚŇŽŽƌĂŶĚǁĞĂƌĞŽŶ
the 4th .
ŶĚƚŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌůŽŽŬƐĂƚŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌŝŶĂĨĂƚŚĞƌůǇǁĂǇĂŶĚĂƐŬƐ͗well, you lady,
why haven’t you got married?!
My sister who is not as shy as I, but we never thought that she would, in such a
ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ƌĞƉůǇ͗EŽ͕ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ͊
Some people in the room smile or laugh at this humourous or serious reply.
But the Leader asks: Fortunately! Why?
ŶĚƚŚĞŶ͕ŝŶĂƌĞĂůůǇĨĂƚŚĞƌůǇƚŽŶĞ͕ĂĚǀŝĐĞƐ͗No don’t make that mistake, marƌŝĂŐĞŝƐŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞ'ŽĚͲŐŝǀĞŶďŽƵŶƟĞƐ͖ŽŶĞŵƵƐƚƚĂŬĞĂĚǀĂŶƚĂŐĞŽĨĂůůƚŚĂƚ'ŽĚ͛Ɛ
wisdom has set for us: one is that the husband and wife must create a very kind,
ĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞĂŶĚůŽǀŝŶŐĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞŝƌĨĂŵŝůǇ͖ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ŝŶĚĂŝůǇůŝĨĞ͕ĨĂĐĞ
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all sorts of problems and many ups and downs, and under such circumstances,
ŽŶĞŶĞĞĚƐĂƐĂĨĞŚĂǀĞŶƚŽƌĞƐŽƌƚƚŽĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇ͖ƚŚĞƌĞƐŚŽƵůĚŚĞƐƵĐŚ
ĂīĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞ ƟĞƐ ĂŶĚ͕ ŽĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ ƚŚĞƌĞ ŝƐ ƚŚĞ ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ŚĂǀŝŶŐ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ĂŶĚ
ďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐƚŚĞŵƵƉƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ͘dŽĚĂǇŽƵƌĐŽƵŶƚƌǇŶĞĞĚƐĂůĂƌŐĞƌƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͕ĂŶĚŝĨ
you have more children, God willing, it would be a virtuous measure.
ŶĚŶŽǁŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌƐĂǇƐŝŶĂĐĂůŵǀŽŝĐĞ͗/͛ůůƚƌǇŵǇďĞƐƚ͘
/ǁĂƐĮƌƐƚƵƉƐĞƚĂƚŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌ͛ƐĂƉƉĂƌĞŶƚůǇŶŽƚĂŐŽŽĚũŽŬĞďƵƚŶŽǁ/ǁĂƐŚĂƉƉǇ
to have heard the Leader’s advices. I confess that since my father’s death a long
ƟŵĞĂŐŽ͕ŶŽŽŶĞŚĂĚĞǀĞŶŐŝǀĞŶƵƐƐƵĐŚƐǇŵƉĂƚŚĞƟĐ͕ĨĂƚŚĞƌůǇĂĚǀŝĐĞƐ͘/ƚǁĂƐ
ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐƚŽŚĞĂƌŚŝŵƌĞƋƵĞƐƟŶŐƵƐ͕ƚŚĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵŝŶŽƌƚǇƚŽŚĂǀĞŵŽƌĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͖ŚĞǁĂƐƌŝŐŚƚďĞĐĂƵƐĞŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƐƚ͕ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŶĞĞĚƚŽŚĂǀĞĂƚůĞĂƐƚ4
or 5 children but nowadays, they usually have less than 3 children.
Well, at this point, Mr. Khamenei changes the subject by picking up the framed
photo of my martyred brother and asks: How old was this young man?
I don’t really remember but mother sighs and says: He was 26, my son.
I see, say the Leader, wasn’t he married?
 ـNo, he wasn’t.
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 ـWhat was his job, his profession?
DŽƚŚĞƌĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚƋƵŝƚĞŐĞƚŝƚĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗ŚŝƐũŽď͍
ـzĞƐ͕/ŵĞĂŶ͕ǁŚĂƚǁĂƐŚĞĚŽŝŶŐďĞĨŽƌĞũŽŝŶŝŶŐƚŚĞĂƌŵǇ͍
ـKŚ͕ŚĞǁĂƐĂŵĞƚĂůͲĐƵƩĞƌ͘
The Leader says: ǇĞƐ͕ŵĂŶǇǇŽƵŶŐƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚĂƚƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů͕ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂůƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͖/͛ŵƋƵŝƚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌǁŝƚŚƚŚĂƚ͕ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞĂůƐŽǀĞƌǇŐŽŽĚĂƚũŽďƐƌĞůĂƚing to automobiles and industrial machines.
dŚĞŶŚĞĂƐŬƐĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌũŽďƐ͖ĮƌƐƚŚĞƐĂǇƐƚŽŵǇĐŽƵƐŝŶ͗what’s your job, sir?
 ـI’m a chemical engineer.
 ـI see, where do you work?
ـ/ƵƐĞĚƚŽǁŽƌŬǁŝƚŚ͚/ƌĂŶdǇƌĞŽŵƉĂŶǇ͖͛/͛ŵƌĞƟƌĞĚŶŽǁ͘
Then the Leader asks the same from my husband and he says: I worked at a car
repair shop but I’m not working now because of my heart trouble.
ŶĚŚĞƚƵƌŶƐƚŽƵƐ͕ƚŚĞůĂĚŝĞƐĂŶĚ/ĞǆƉůĂŝŶƚŚĂƚŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚ/ŚĂǀĞĂůǁĂǇƐďĞĞŶ
keeping house.
Mr. Khamenei then asks my younger sister: ŶĚǇŽƵŵĂĚĂŵ͍
 ـI work.
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 ـWhere do you work?
ـƚĂĚŽĐƚŽƌ͛ƐĐůŝŶŝĐ͕/͛ŵĂƐĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ͘
Okay, says the Leader, ďƵƚǁŚǇĚŝĚŶ͛ƚǇŽƵĐŽŶƟŶƵĞǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚŝĞƐƚŽďĞĂĚŽĐƚŽƌ
yourself?
ـŌĞƌ/ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚŵǇŚŝŐŚͲƐĐŚŽŽůĚŝƉůŽŵĂ͕/ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚŐŽŽŶ͘
The Leader then says: / ƉƌĂǇ ƚŽ 'ŽĚ ĨŽƌ ǇŽƵƌ ŚĞĂůƚŚ ĂŶĚ ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ͖ ŵĂǇ 'ŽĚ
ůŵŝŐŚƚǇŝůůƵŵŝŶĂƚĞĂŶĚŐůĂĚĚĞŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚƐ͕ďƵƚĞǀĞŶĂŌĞƌƐŽŵĞ25 years since
your son was martyred, I do know that a mother’s pain for his son never becomes
old, but I intended to come here, meet this lady-mother to probably soothe her
ĂůŝƩůĞĂŶĚƉĂǇŵǇƌĞƐƉĞĐƚƐƚŽƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůǇŽĨƚŚŝƐƐĞůŇĞƐƐŵĂƌƚǇƌ͘
,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ŝƐ ƌŝŐŚƚ͕ ŚŝƐ ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ ŚĞƌĞ ǁĂƐ ƌĞĂůůǇ ůŝŬĞ Ă ŚĞĂůŝŶŐ ŽŝŶƚment put on the old-deep wound of our mother and the thought that we were
ĂďŽƵƚƚŽƌĞũĞĐƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐƵƐ͕ŵĂŬĞƐŵĞƐŚĂŬĞ͘
ƚƚŚŝƐƉŽŝŶƚŵǇĐŽƵƐŝŶďƌŝŶŐƐĂďŽŽŬĂŶĚŚĂŶĚƐŝƚƚŽƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͖ŚĞůŽŽŬƐĐĂƌĞfully at the book and asks: What’s it about, sir?
ـdŚĞƟƚůĞŽĨƚŚĞďŽŽŬŝƐ͚'ŽůĞͲĞͲDĂƌǇĂŵ͛;ƚƵďƌŽƐĞͿ͕ŝƚĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐƚŚĞďŝŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĞƐŽĨĂůůƌŵĞŶŝĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞ-8year- war imposed on Iran.
 ـWhat a wonderful work, what a good achievement! Is the compiler an
ƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͍
ـ/ƚƐŚŽƵůĚďĞ͕ŝƚǁĂƐŐŝǀĞŶƚŽƵƐďǇƚŚĞŽƵŶĐŝůŽĨƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ<ŚĂůŝĨĂƚĞ͘
 ـThat’s great, would you kindly give me this copy?
 ـCertainly, sir, I brought it for you.
ـdŚĂŶŬǇŽƵǀĞƌǇŵƵĐŚ͕/͛ŵŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶƐƵĐŚǁŽƌŬƐ͖ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ/ŚĂǀĞǀŝƐŝƚĞĚŵĂŶǇƐƵĐŚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͕ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐƐŽŵĞ30 families.
ـzŽƵ͛ƌĞǀĞƌǇŬŝŶĚ͕ǁĞƐĂǇ͘
Mr. Khamenei pages through the book with care and interest and asks: Many
photographs of martyrs are missing.
zĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞƉŚŽƚŽƐŽĨƚŚĞŵĂůů͖ŵǇĐŽƵƐŝŶĂůƐŽƚĞůůƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĂďŽƵƚ
ǁŚĂƚƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƉƌŝƐŽŶĞƌƐŽĨǁĂƌǁĞŶƚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŝŶĐĂƉƟǀŝƚǇ͘
The Leader says: Very well, I thank you very much for giving me this book, I’ll
read it with interest, as you know, I’m always reading books, whenever I get hold
of a good book, I do read it through.

If he had a grave  373

ŶĚ/ƚŚŝŶŬƚŽŵǇƐĞůĨ͗/ŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ͊,ŽǁĐŽƵůĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞŚŝƐĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚ͕
ĚĂŝůǇĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚƐƌĞĂĚďŽŽŬƐĂůůƚŚĞƟŵĞ͊
Then we ask Mr. Khamenei to have some fruits and he takes a slice of apple
ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƉůĂƚĞŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨŚŝŵ͘ŶĚŵǇĐŽƵƐŝŶƐĂǇƐ͗ƐƚŚĞƌĞŝƐƚŚĞĐŽŝŶĐŝĚĞŶĐĞŽĨ
Christmas and the birth anniversary of the holy Prophet of Islam, we would like,
in our turn, to congratulate you for both occasions.
The Leader says: I thank you very much and I pray that both occasions will be
ďůŝƐƐĨƵůĨŽƌǇŽƵĂŶĚĨŽƌĂůů/ƌĂŶŝĂŶƐĂŶĚĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇĨŽƌĂůůŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐůŝǀŝŶŐŝŶƚŚŝƐ
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͖ǁĞĂƌĞƋƵŝƚĞŚĂƉƉǇǁŝƚŚŽƵƌŚƌŝƐƟĂŶĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘
We consider ourselves a part of this land, says my cousin and the Leader says:
It’s true, it’s exactly so.
DǇƐŝƐƚĞƌƉŽŝŶƟŶŐĂƚ'ĞŽƌŐĞ͛ƐƉŚŽƚŽƐĂǇƐ͗KƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌĚŝĚŶŽƚďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚŚĞ
ǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚĨŽƌĂůŽŶŐƟŵĞ͘
ŶĚ/ĂĚĚ͗/ĚŽŶ͛ƚƚŚŝŶŬƚŚĂƚƐŚĞďĞůŝĞǀĞƐŝƚĞǀĞŶŶŽǁ͊
My husband further explained: she used to say that George was a prisoner and
ŽŶĞĚĂǇŚĞ͛ůůĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬĂŶĚƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐƐŚĞƐĂŝĚƚŚĂƚ'ĞŽƌŐĞŚĂĚŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ͖ǁĞ
smiled and told her it was not possible but she said: with a mother everything is
ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͖ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐŚŽǁŝƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶǁŝƚŚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘
The Leader commented: tĞƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŚĞƌĂŶĚŚĞƌĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐ͘zĞƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂďŝŐ
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚďĞƚǁĞĞŶĂŶŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇĚĞĂƚŚĂŶĚŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘>ĞƚŵĞĐŝƚĞĂŶĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͗
zŽƵ ŽǁŶ Ă ǀĞƌǇ ƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐ ƌŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ƐŽŵĞŚŽǁ ǇŽƵ ůŽƐĞ ŝƚ ǁŚĞŶ ǁĂůŬŝŶŐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ
ƐƚƌĞĞƚ͕ǁĞůů͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐĂůŽƐƐ͘ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞǆĂŵƉůĞŝƐǁŚĞŶǇŽƵŐŽĂŶĚĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƚŚŝƐǀĞƌǇ
ĞǆƉĞŶƐŝǀĞƌŝŶŐŝŶĂďĂŶŬĨŽƌƐĂĨĞͲŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ͖ŝŶďŽƚŚĐĂƐĞƐǇŽƵĚŽŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƌŝŶŐ
ŽŶǇŽƵƌĮŶŐĞƌƐďƵƚƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ͕ƚŚĞĮƌƐƚŽŶĞǁĂƐůŽƐƚďƵƚƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚŝƐ
ƚŚĞƌĞ͘dŚĞĐĂƐĞŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐŝƐůŝŬĞƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͖ƚŚĞŵĂƌƚǇƌŝƐŶŽŵŽƌĞǁŝƚŚ
you, you don’t have him around you but he is alive through the Grace of God and
'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇĚŽĞƐƌĞǁĂƌĚǇŽƵ͘
/ĂŵƌĞĂůůǇĂŵĂǌĞĚďǇƚŚŝƐƐŝŵŝůĞ͖/ŚŽƉĞŵŽƚŚĞƌĚŝĚŚĞĂƌŝƚƚŽŽ͘EŽǁǁŚĞŶ/
ƚŚŝŶŬŽĨ'ĞŽƌŐĞǁŝƚŚƐƵĐŚŝŶƐŝŐŚƚ͕ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐďĞĐŽŵĞƐĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĂŶĚŵŽƌĞďĞĂƵƟĨƵů͘,ŽǁƐŽŽƚŚŝŶŐĂŶĚŚŽƉĞͲŐŝǀŝŶŐŝƐǁŚĂƚ,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ͘
Then the Leader, pushing the plate of fruits toward us and his companions, says:
well, I had some, why don’t you have some too?

374  Christ in the Night of Glory

Every one takes up an apple as an orange.
Then he says: >ĞƚŵĞŐŝǀĞƐŽŵĞŐŝŌƐŝŶƚŚĞŵĞŵŽƌǇŽĨŽƵƌŵĞĞƟŶŐƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͕
bring me that black box.Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝŐŝǀĞƐĂƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐŐŝŌƚŽŽƵƌŵŽƚŚĞƌĮƌƐƚ͕
ƚŚĞŶƚǁŽŐŝŌƐƚŽŵĞĂŶĚŵǇƐŝƐƚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŶƚŽŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚĂŶĚƚŽŵǇĐŽƵƐŝŶ͖ŚĞ
says something nice to each person and when handing a present to my cousin,
says: this gentleman is our chemical engineer, we must value his knowledge!

We all thank him and then the Leader turns to mother and says: Will you lady
allow us to leave?
Mother says: you were most welcome, and my husband now remembers that
tea has not been served and says: We forgot to serve tea!
The Leader says:
 ـNo, no need for it.
We all say we’ll serve tea in a few moments but Mr. Khamenei says: It’s alright,
we had fruits. Let’s say good-bye.
ŶĚƚŚĂƚ͛ƐƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨŽƵƌĞǆĐŝƟŶŐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘dŚŝƐŚĂůĨŽĨĂŶŚŽƵƌƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŽŵĞĂƐ
I was in a sweet dream.
/ŶƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐǁŚĞŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝƐƐŚŽǁŶŽŶƚŚĞƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ͕/ĂƐŬŵŽƚŚĞƌ͗ŽǇŽƵ
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believe it that this gentleman was in our house a few hours ago?
ŶĚǁŚĞŶ/ƚĞůůŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌĂŶĚŵǇďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐĂďƌŽĂĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ͕ƚŚĞǇƐĂǇ͗KŚ͕
come on, you’re having us on!
ŶĚŝŶŽƵƌĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐŽŵĞƉĞŽƉůĞŚĂǀĞƐŽŵĞŚŽǁĨŽƵŶĚŽƵƚĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞ
ƚŚĞǇ ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ ŬŶĞǁ ƚŚĂƚ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ŽŌĞŶ ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ ŽĨ ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ͘DĂŶǇŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐĐĂŵĞƚŽƵƐƚŽĞŶƋƵŝƌĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ĂŶĚƐŽŵĞ
asked: did you ask for anything from the Islamic Leader?
We replied: we were so happily excited, we never thought of asking anything
from him!
***

DŽƚŚĞƌŶĚ^ŝƐƚĞƌŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌ'ĞŽƌŐĞ<ĞƐŚŝƐŚ,ĂƌŽƵƚŽƵŶ ـFebruary, 2015
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The Family of martyr ůĨƌĞĚ'Ăďƌŝ
sŝƐŝƚĂƚĞ͗2011ͬ2ͬ17

The Photo of

Martyr Alfred Gabri
Martyred in Gilan-Gharb, Kermanshah
Martyred on 1990ͬ9ͬ8

dǁĞŶƚǇǇĞĂƌƐŚĂǀĞƉĂƐƐĞĚƐŝŶĐĞůĨƌĞĚ͛ƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵ͘dŚŝƐŵŽƌŶŝŶŐǁĞƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂ
telephone call and the caller said: We would like to pay a visit to you as a martyr
family. None of us is in the mood to receive such guests, so I tell him that my parĞŶƚƐĂƌĞǀĞƌǇŽůĚĂŶĚŝŵƉĂƟĞŶƚ͕ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌǁŚŽ͕ƐŝŶĐĞůĨƌĞĚ͛ƐĚĞĂƚŚ͕
ŚĂƐŶŽƚǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚĂŶǇŐƵĞƐƚƐŽƌĂŶǇƐŽĐŝĂůƉĂƌƟĞƐ͘
ŶĚŵǇƐĞůĨ͍/͛ŵ25 years old, but because of certain events in my life- which has
ĂůŽŶŐƐƚŽƌǇͲ/ƐƵīĞƌĨƌŽŵĚĞƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶĂŶĚĂďŽǀĞĂůů/ĂŵƵŶĞŵƉůŽǇĞĚ͕ĂŶĚŵǇ
ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕ƚƌǇŝŶŐƚŽƐŽŽƚŚĞŵĞ͕ƐĂǇƐ͗tĞůů͕ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞƐƟůůĂĐŚŝůĚ͊
ŶǇǁĂǇ/ƚŽůĚƚŚĞĐĂůůĞƌƌĞƉĞĂƚĞĚůǇŶŽƚƚŽĐŽŵĞďƵƚŚĞŝŶƐŝƐƚĞĚĂŶĚƐĂŝĚ͗ŝƚǁŽƵůĚ
ŽŶůǇďĞĨŽƌĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞƐƚĂǇĂƚŚŽŵĞƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͊ŶĚĂĐŽƵƉůĞŽĨ
ŚŽƵƌƐ ĂŌĞƌ ƐƵŶƐĞƚ ƚŚƌĞĞ ŵŝĚĚůĞͲĂŐĞĚ ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ ĐŽŵĞ ƚŽ ŽƵƌ ŚŽƵƐĞ ĂŶĚ ƚĞůů ƵƐ
ƚŚĂƚ ǇŽƵƌ ŐƵĞƐƚ ǁŝůů ďĞ ŚĞƌĞ ŝŶ Ă ĨĞǁ ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͘ tĞ ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ƉĂǇ ŵƵĐŚ ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ
to them and my father says: We told you that you need not come! They talk a
ůŝƩůĞĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐĂŶĚŬĞĞƉůŽŽŬŝŶŐĂƚƚŚĞŝƌǁĂƚĐŚĞƐ͘dŚĞŶŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŵ
takes father to a corner of the room and says something into his ears. Father
ŝƐƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚƚŽĚĞĂƚŚĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŽƌĚĞƌƐŵĞĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͗'ŽƋƵŝĐŬůǇ͕ĐŚĂŶŐĞǇŽƵƌ
ĐůŽƚŚĞƐ͕ ǁĞ ŵƵƐƚ ĂůƐŽ ƟĚǇ ƵƉ ƚŚĞ ŚŽƵƐĞ͕ ŐĞƚ ƵƉ ZŽďĞƌƚ͊ Ƶƚ / ƐĂŝĚ͗ >ĞĂǀĞ ŵĞ
alone, I’m not in the mood.
&ĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗ǇŽƵŬŶŽǁǁŚŽŝƐĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽǀŝƐŝƚƵƐ͍/ƚ͛Ɛ,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͊
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tŚĂƚ͍tŚŽ͍zŽƵŵĞĂŶƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͍/ĞǆĐůĂŝŵĞĚ͘dŚĞŶ/ũƵŵƉĞĚƵƉĂŶĚǁĞŶƚƚŽ
ƚŚĞŵĂŶǁŚŽƚĂůŬĞĚƚŽĨĂƚŚĞƌĂŶĚĂƐŬŚŝŵ͗ƌĞǇŽƵƐƵƌĞ͍ƌĞŶ͛ƚǇŽƵŚĂǀŝŶŐƵƐŽŶ͍
The serious expression on his face is a good enough answer for me, but then he
ƐŵŝůĞƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗zĞƐ͕ŚĞ͛ůůďĞŝŶǇŽƵƌŚŽƵƐĞŝŶĂĨĞǁŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͘/ƋƵŝĐŬůǇŐŽƚŽŵǇ
ƌŽŽŵĂŶĚƉƵƚŽŶĂǁŚŝƚĞƐŚŝƌƚ͕ĐŽŵďŵǇŚĂŝƌĂŶĚƌĞƚƵƌŶƚŽŽƵƌƌĞĐĞƉƟŽŶƌŽŽŵ͘
/ƐƟůůĚŽŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞŝƚƵŶƟů/ƐĞĞŚŝŵƐĂǇŝŶŐƐĂůĂĂŵƚŽĂůůŽĨƵƐĂŶĚƐŚĂŬŝŶŐŚĂŶĚƐ
with me. I take a look at our room, everything is in place and the small lamps on
the Christmas tree are on. Father is wearing a jacket and mother is preparing tea.
dŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂŶĚŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌƐŝƚŽŶƚǁŽĂƌŵĐŚĂŝƌƐƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞƉŚŽƚŽŽĨůfred and my mother and I sit on the other side near the curtains. Well, now, I
have to believe it that the Leader is in our house, we don’t know what to say, but
Dƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚĂůŬƐƚŽƵƐƐŽǁĂƌŵůǇĂŶĚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞ
completely changes. He says: DĂǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŐƌĂŶƚŵĞƌĐǇĂŶĚďůŝƐƐƚŽǇŽƵƌ
ŵĂƌƚǇƌĂŶĚŵĂǇ'ŽĚŐŝǀĞǇŽƵŵŽƌĞƉĂƟĞŶĐĞĂŶĚƉƌŽƉĞƌƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͘/ƐƚŚŝƐĂƉŚŽƚŽ
of your dear martyr? When was he martyred?
&ĂƚŚĞƌĂŶƐǁĞƌƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͛ƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͗/Ŷ1990.
ـzŽƵŵĞĂŶĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨƚŚĞǁĂƌ͍
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ـzĞƐ͕Ɛŝƌ͕ŝŶ1990, at Gilan-Gharb, Kermanshah.
 ـWas he a soldier?
ـzĞƐ͕ŚĞǁĂƐ͘
 ـHow old was he?
ـdǁĞŶƚǇ͕ŚĞŚĂĚũƵƐƚĮŶŝƐŚĞĚŚŝƐŚŝŐŚͲƐĐŚŽŽůƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕ǁĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚŚĞǁŽƵůĚ
ƚƌǇƚŽŐŽƚŽĂƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇďƵƚŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗/ĮƌƐƚĚŽŵǇŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞĂŶĚĂŌĞƌ
ƚŚĂƚ/ǁŝůůĐŽŶƟŶƵĞŵǇƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͘
The Leader says:zŽƵ͛ƌĞƐƵƌĞůǇƌĞǁĂƌĚĞĚďǇ'ŽĚ͖ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇƐƵĐŚƚƌĂŐĞĚŝĞƐĐĂƵƐĞ
ǇŽƵ ƉĂŝŶƐ ĂŶĚ ƐŽƌƌŽǁƐ ďƵƚ 'ŽĚ ůŵŝŐŚƚǇ ǁŚŽ ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞƐ ǇŽƵƌ ƉĂƟĞŶĐĞ͕ ǇŽƵƌ
tolerance and your gratefulness, will absolutely embrace you with his blessings.
KƵƌ/ƐůĂŵŝĐƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƐŚŽǁƐƚŚŝƐĂŶĚŝŶĨĂĐƚĂůůĚŝǀŝŶĞƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶƐĂŐƌĞĞŽŶƚŚĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌĚŽŵĂŶĚ'ŽĚ͛ƐƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ͘'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŝƐŵĞƌĐŝĨƵů͕ŬŝŶĚĂŶĚũƵƐƚ
ĂŶĚƐŽ,ĞǁŝůůŐƌĂŶƚƚŚŽƐĞǁŚŽƐƵīĞƌĞĚŝŶƚŚŝƐǁŽƌůĚŝŶ,ŝƐƉĂƚŚ͕ŵĂŶǇƌĞǁĂƌĚƐ
ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ŶĞǆƚ ǁŽƌůĚ͘ ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ ƚŽ ŽƵƌ /ƐůĂŵŝĐ ďĞůŝĞĨƐ ĂŶĚ ďĞůŝĞĨƐ ŝŶ ŽƚŚĞƌ ĚŝǀŝŶĞ
religions no one will be a loser in this respect in the sight of God.
and then he addresses mother and asks her how she was informed about her
son’s martyrdom?
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My mother, who always keeps her calm, says in a faint voice (I think if she wasn’t
ƐŝƫŶŐŶĞĂƌƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŚĞǁŽƵůĚŶŽƚŚĂǀĞŚĞĂƌĚŚĞƌͿ͗&ŝƌƐƚǁĞǁĞƌĞƚŽůĚƚŚĂƚŚĞ
was wounded and that he was in a hospital, but I already had a dream about him.
zŽƵŚĂĚĂĚƌĞĂŵ͍ƐŬƐDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͘
ـzĞƐ͕/ƐĂǁŚŝŵǁĞĂƌŝŶŐŚŝƐƐŽůĚŝĞƌ͛ƐƵŶŝĨŽƌŵ͕/ƉƵƚŽŶƚŚĞůŝŐŚƚƚŽƐĞĞŚŝŵďĞƚƚĞƌďƵƚƚŚĞůŝŐŚƚǁĞŶƚŽī͊^Ž/ƐĂŝĚƚŽŵǇĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌ͗ůĨƌĞĚǁŝůůŶŽƚĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬ͊
But my husband mocked me and said: Women’s dreams are nonsensical!
ŶǇǁĂǇ͕ ƚŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ƟŵĞ ŚĞ ǁĞŶƚ ďĂĐŬ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĨƌŽŶƚ͕ / ƉŽƵƌĞĚ ƐŽŵĞ ǁĂƚĞƌ
ĂŌĞƌŚŝŵĂŶĚŚĞŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚ/ǁĂƐƌĞĂůůǇǁŽƌƌŝĞĚ͕ƐŽŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗ŽŶ͛ƚǁŽƌƌǇŵŽƚŚĞƌ͕/ĐŽŵĞďĂĐŬ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶůďĞƌƚŐŽĞƐƚŽĚŽŚŝƐŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ
and then it will be Robert’s turn. But he looked around the room and the
house in such a way as if he knew he would not come back. He was shot
in the heart and died instantly.
The Leader said: zŽƵƌƌĞǁĂƌĚŝƐǁŝƚŚ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͘,ĞƚŚĞŶĂƐŬĞĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͗,Žǁ
many children do you have?
 ـI had 3 ƐŽŶƐ͕ ůĨƌĞĚ͕ ƚŚĞ ĞůĚĞƐƚ ǁĂƐ ŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͕ ƚŚĞ ŵŝĚĚůĞ ŽŶĞ ŚĂƐ ŐŽŶĞ
ĂďƌŽĂĚĂŶĚƚŚĞǇŽƵŶŐĞƐƚŝƐƐŝƫŶŐŚĞƌĞ͖/ĂůƐŽŚĂǀĞĂĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌǁŚŽ͛ƐŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ͘
Mr. Khamenei is now looking at me and I wonder what he’ll ask me, I don’t know
why I am lost in such occasions.
Well, what do you do, young man? The Leader asks.
tŚĂƚĂŶĂƉƚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͍/ŚĂĚŝŶŵŝŶĚƚŽĂƐŬƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŽŚĞůƉŵĞĮŶĚĂũŽď͕ĂŶĚ
now he asks me what I do!
dŚĞƌĞŝƐĂůƵŵƉŝŶŵǇƚŚƌŽĂƚďƵƚƐŽŵĞŚŽǁ/ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚƚŽƐĂǇ͗ƚƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͕/ĚŽŶ͛ƚ
have a job.
 ـWhy don’t do any work, why?
/ƌĞĂůůǇĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁƚŚĞĂŶƐǁĞƌƚŽƚŚŝƐƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͘ƐƚŚĞďƌŽƚŚĞƌŽĨĂŵĂƌƚǇƌ͕ĂĨĞǁ
ƟŵĞƐ/ĂƐŬĞĚƚŚĞŽĸĐŝĂůƐĂƚƚŚĞDĂƌƚǇƌƐ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶƚŽĮŶĚŵĞĂũŽďďƵƚƚŚĞǇ
couldn’t do anything. I explained this to Mr. Khamenei and also informed him
ƚŚĂƚůĨƌĞĚǁĂƐŐŽŽĚĂƚŵĂƌƟĂůĂƌƚƐĂŶĚ/ĂůƐŽĨŽůůŽǁĞĚŚŝŵŝŶƚŚŝƐŬŝŶĚŽĨƐƉŽƌƚƐ
ĂŶĚƚŚĂƚŵǇŚĂŶĚŽŶĐĞďƌŽŬĞŝŶĂŶĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚĂŶĚĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘
Mr. Khamenei carefully listened to my story and then told one of his companions, who seemed older than others, to make a note about this and try to do
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something and he added: It’s a pity for such a good young man to remain idle.
/ ǁĂƐ ƌĞĂůůǇ ĚĞůŝŐŚƚĞĚ ƚŽ ŚĞĂƌ ƚŚĞ ƉŚƌĂƐĞ ͚ƐƵĐŚ Ă ŐŽŽĚ͕ ǇŽƵŶŐ ŵĂŶ͛ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ
tongue of our Leader.
Then Mr. Khamenei addressed my father and asked: How about you?
/ƌĞƟƌĞĚ͕ĂŶƐǁĞƌƐŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘
 ـWhere did you use to work?
ـƚƚŚĞ'ĞŶĞƌĂůůĞĐƚƌŝĐWůĂŶƚ͘
I see, said the Leader, /ĐĂŵĞƚŽƚŚŝƐWůĂŶƚĂĨĞǁƟŵĞƐŝŶƚŚĞĞĂƌůǇĚĂǇƐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞ
ZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶ͕ƐŽǇŽƵǁĞƌĞǁŽƌŬŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞǁŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐƚŚĞƌĞ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ͘
zĞƐ͕/ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͕ǇŽƵƵƐĞĚƚŽĐŽŵĞƚŚĞƌĞ͕ƐĂǇƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘
Mr. Khamenei says: ^ŽǇŽƵǁĞƌĞƚŚĞƌĞ͕ĂŌĞƌĂǁŚŝůĞƚŚĞǁŽƌŬĞƌƐŝŶƚŚĂƚWůĂŶƚ
became friends with me.
ŶĚŵǇĨĂƚŚĞƌǁŚŽƐĞĞƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶŚŝƐŶĂƌƌĂƟŽŶ͕ŐŽĞƐŽŶ͗/
used to drive there every day and once, I think it was the 22nd of the month of
ĂŚŵĂŶ;ƚŚĞĚĂǇŽĨƚŚĞǀŝĐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶͿĂŶĚ/ǁĂƐĚƌŝǀŝŶŐďĂĐŬ
ƚŽdĞŚƌĂŶǁŚĞŶƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇƐŽŵĞŽŶĞŽŶƚŚĞƌĂĚŝŽĐƌŝĞĚ͚͗dŚŝƐŝƐƚŚĞǀŽŝĐĞŽĨƚŚĞ
/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶŽĨ/ƌĂŶ͛͘/ƐƚŽƉƉĞĚƚŚĞĐĂƌ͕ĐĂŵĞŽƵƚĂŶĚƉƌŽƐƚƌĂƚĞĚŽŶƚŚĞ
ground and thanked God. So many things I remember about those days when
ƚŚĞůĞŌŝƐƚĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐĂŵŽŶŐƚŚĞǁŽƌŬĞƌƐƐƟƌƌĞĚƵƉĂůŽƚŽĨƚƌŽƵďůĞ͘KŶĞĚĂǇĂďŝŐ
framed picture of Imam Khomeini was taken there, it was so large we couldn’t
take it into our dining hall.
The Leader says: zĞƐ͕ƚŚĂƚ͛ƐƚƌƵĞ͕ŽŶĞĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ/ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞĚŝŶŝŶŐŚĂůů͕
the workers had taken many chairs and benches into the hall, I think there were
more than 600 workers there.
Father says: There were some 800 workers there and about 300 employees who
ǁĞƌĞƐƚĂƟŽŶĞĚŝŶƐŽŵĞŽƚŚĞƌůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ͘
The Leader comments: ǇĞƐ͕ƚŚĞůĞŌŝƐƚƐ͕ŽŵŵƵŶŝƐƚƐĂŶĚdƵĚĞŚƉĂƌƚǇŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞƌƐ
had also brought workers from other factories to start some movement of their
ŽǁŶ͖ƚŚĞǇŚĂĚƐŽŵĞŽůĚƉůĂŶƐ͘/ĚŽŶ͛ƚǁĂŶƚƚŽĂŶĂůǇǌĞŝƚ͘KŶĞĚĂǇ͕/ŚĂĚƚŽĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇŐŽƚŽƚŚĞƚƌŝďƵŶĞƚŚĞƌĞĂŶĚŶĞƵƚƌĂůŝǌĞǁŚĂƚƚŚĞĂĚǀĞƌƐĂƌŝĞƐǁĞƌĞƐĂǇŝŶŐ͕
ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂďĂĚƚƵŵƵůƚƵŽƵƐĂƚŵŽƐƉŚĞƌĞ͕ĮŶĂůůǇƚŚĞǇĐƵƚŽƵƚƚŚĞĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝƚǇ͖ƚŚĞ
ǁŚŽůĞƚŚŝŶŐǁĂƐůŝŬĞĂďĂƩůĞͲĮĞůĚ͘
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We were all listening to what Mr. Khamenei said with great interest, but he himƐĞůĨĐŚĂŶŐĞĚƚŚĞƐƵďũĞĐƚƚŽůĨƌĞĚĂŶĚĂƐŬĞĚ͗is this photo taken shortly before
his martyrdom?
zĞƐ͕ƐĂǇƐŽƵƌĨĂƚŚĞƌ͘
ŶĚ/ĞǆƉůĂŝŶƚŚĂƚƚŚĞďŝŐƉŚŽƚŽďĞŚŝŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁĂƐƚĂŬĞŶďĞĨŽƌĞŚĞũŽŝŶĞĚ
the military, he turns back and looks carefully at the photo.
Then I say: may I ask you for two small things?
He smiles and says: certainly, please tell me.
/ƌĞƉĞĂƚŵǇƵŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶŽĨďĞŝŶŐƵŶĞŵƉůŽǇĞĚŝŶĚĞƚĂŝů͘
,ĞƉĂƟĞŶƚůǇůŝƐƚĞŶƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗I have already told this gentleman- one of his companions- about you and, God willing, your problem would be removed͖ŚĞĂĚĚƐ͗
tĞůů͕ƚŚŝƐǁĂƐƚŚĞĮƌƐƚ͕ǁŚĂƚ͛ƐƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚƚŚŝŶŐǇŽƵŵĞĂŶƚƚŽƐĂǇ͍
ŶĚ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌǁŚĂƚƚŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚƚŚŝŶŐǁĂƐ͕/͛ŵĐŽŶĨƵƐĞĚ͕ƐŽ/ũƵƐƚƐĂǇ͗
ǁĞůů͕/ŵĞĂŶƚƚŚĂƚ/ƐƟůůĚŽŶ͛ƚďĞůŝĞǀĞƚŚĂƚ/͛ŵƐŝƫŶŐŶĞĂƌƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞZĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶĂŶĚƚĂůŬƚŽŚŝŵĨƌĞĞůǇĂŶĚŝŶƟŵĂƚĞůǇ͊
Mr. Khamenei smiles and says: Well, what shall I do to make you believe it, okay,
come here, let me kiss you and then you’ll believe it!
I take a step forward as in a dream, like a small child before his grandfather and
ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƉƵƚƐŚŝƐŚĂŶĚŽŶŵǇŚĞĂĚ͕ĚƌĂǁƐŝƚŶĞĂƌĞƌĂŶĚŬŝƐƐĞƐŵǇůĞŌĐŚĞĞŬ
ƚŚƌĞĞƟŵĞƐ͕ŵǇŚĞĂƌƚŝƐďĞĂƟŶŐĨĂƐƚĂŶĚ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁǁŚĂƚƚŽĚŽŶĞǆƚǁŚĞŶ
mother says: oh, child, go back and sit on your chair! I’m out of this world.
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ŌĞƌĂĨĞǁŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ͕/ŶŽƟĐĞƚŚĂƚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŝƐĞŶŐĂŐĞĚƚĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ĂŶĚ ƚĞůůŝŶŐ Śŝŵ ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ ƐŚĞ͛Ɛ ŬĞƉƚ ŝŶ ŚĞƌ ŚĞĂƌƚ ĨŽƌ Ă ůŽŶŐ ƟŵĞ͗ Dƌ͘
<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͊zŽƵŵƵƐƚĞǆĐƵƐĞŵĞ͕ďƵƚĂŌĞƌŵǇƐŽŶǁĂƐŵĂƌƚǇƌĞĚ͕/ƐƵīĞƌĞĚĂ
terrible nervous break-down, and one night I dreamed that an old man, who
had a white beard like yours and was wearing a green hat, tapped me on my
ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌƐƚŚƌĞĞƟŵĞƐ͕ƚŚĞŶŚĞƐĂŝĚ͗DŽƚŚĞƌ͕ĚŽŶ͛ƚǀŝƐŝƚĚŽĐƚŽƌƐƐŽŽŌĞŶĂŶĚ
don’t take any more medicines, instead tomorrow take a few steps under the
ŇĂŐƐĂŶĚďĂŶŶĞƌƐƚŚĂƚƉĞŽƉůĞĐĂƌƌǇĨŽƌ/ŵĂŵ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶ͘/ƚŽůĚŵǇDƵƐůŝŵŶĞŝŐŚbours about this dream and they told me when the mourning groups reach our
street, they will tap on my window and when you come out, we will give you a
ŚĂŶĚƚŽǁĂůŬƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞŇĂŐƐ͘/ĚŝĚƚŚŝƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŚĞůƉŽĨŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌƐĂŶĚŝŶ
ƚŚĞĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ/ĚŝĚƚĂŬĞƐŽŵĞŝĂǌƉĂŵƚĂďůĞƚƐ͘tŚĞŶ/ŐŽƚƵƉŝŶƚŚĞŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͕/
felt so good, there was no sign of my nervousness, and you know, Mr. KhameŶĞŝ͕/ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚƚŽůĚŵǇŚƵƐďĂŶĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚŝƐ͕ŚĞĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚŬŶŽǁŚŽǁ/ŐŽƚďĞƩĞƌ͘
,ĞƵƐĞĚƚŽƐĂǇ͗zŽƵŵƵƐƚďĞŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝǌĞĚ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞďĞĨŽƌĞ/ŚĂĚƚŚĂƚĚƌĞĂŵ͕
I couldn’t bear anybody, if they laughed, I hated it and when guests came, I
would go out of the house.
dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ǁŚŽůŝƐƚĞŶĞĚƚŽŵŽƚŚĞƌĂƩĞŶƟǀĞůǇ͕ƐĂŝĚ͗
 ـThank God for that, this is true in the case of pure, clean hearts for those
ĚŝǀŝŶĞƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƟĞƐǁĂƚĐŚĂůůĞǀĞŶƚƐ͕ƚŚĞǇƉĂǇĂƩĞŶƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞǇǁŝůůŚĞůƉ
ǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŝƌďůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞƉŽǁĞƌŽĨ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͘/ŵǇƐĞůĨŬŶŽǁƌmenians in Tehran and other occasions who greatly respect Shi’ite rituals
ĂŶĚůŽǀĞ/ŵĂŵ,ƵƐƐĞŝŶĂŶĚŚŝƐĨĂƚŚĞƌ͕/ŵĂŵůŝ͘
,ĞƌĞ/ĂůƐŽĞŶƚĞƌƚŚĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƐĂǇ͗/ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐƚŽǁŚĂƚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂŝĚ
because I really love the Imam Hussein’s mourning programs, every evening in
the month of Muharram (the lunar month of Imam Hussein’s martyrdom). I have
ĂůƐŽĞǀĞŶǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ:ĂŵŬĂƌĂŶĂĨĞǁƟŵĞƐ͘*
The Leader, hearing the word Jamkaran says with a nice smile: zŽƵŐŽƚŽ:Ăŵkaran, bravo!
ŶĚ/ĂĚĚ͗/ŶĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƚŽƚŚĂƚ/ŚĂǀĞĞǀĞŶĚƌŽƉƉĞĚĂůĞƩĞƌŝŶƚŚĞ:ĂŵŬĂƌĂŶǁĞůů͊
Mr. Khamenei thus commented on what I said:
Ύ/ƚŝƐĂůŽĐĂƟŽŶŶĞĂƌƚŚĞĐŝƚǇŽĨYŽŵǁŚŝĐŚŚĂƐĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶƐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞ12th Imam of the Shi’ite.
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 ـzŽƵ ŶĞĞĚ ŶŽƚ ĚƌŽƉ Ă ůĞƩĞƌ ƚŚĞƌĞ͊ tŚĞŶ ǇŽƵ ŐŽ ƚŚĞƌĞ͕ ďĞ ƐƵƌĞ ƚŚĂƚ
ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐƐŽŵĞŽŶĞƚŚĞƌĞǁŚŽŚĞĂƌƐ͖ŵĂŬĞƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĂƌĞƌĞĂůůǇƚĂůŬŝŶŐ
to someone you don’t see, speak with a pure heart and be certain that
'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇŚĞĂƌƐǇŽƵ͖ƚŚƌŽǁŝŶŐůĞƩĞƌƐĚŽǁŶĂǁĞůůĂŶĚƚŚŝƐƐŽƌƚŽĨ
things are not necessary, those who could make miracles, do not need
ƚŽƌĞĐĞŝǀĞůĞƩĞƌƐ͕ŐŽƚŚĞƌĞĂŶĚƚĂůŬŽƌǁŝƐŚŵŽƐƚƐŝŶĐĞƌĞůǇĂŶĚƉŽƵƌŽƵƚ
your heart.
Let me tell you something about myself: I once had composed some
poems concerning our 12th Imam, God’s greetings upon him, so I went
to Jamkaran, I performed prayers and some usual rituals but I still felt
restless, so I stood up and, in a low voice that others could not hear,
addressed the Imam and said: I have composed a few lines of poetry
for you and I read it to you*͘ĨƚĞƌ/ƌĞĂĚŝƚ/ƌĞĂůůǇĨĞůƚǁĞůů͕ĂƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂů
feeling that my prayers and other rituals had not caused. What I mean
is that when you utter words risen from the bottom of your heart, it
has such results. So do speak to such people, they are saints of God
ůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͕ ƚŚĞǇ ĐŽƵůĚ ŚĞůƉ ǇŽƵ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ ƉŽǁĞƌ ŽĨ 'ŽĚ͘ KĨ ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕
ŝŶŽƵƌ/ƐůĂŵŝĐƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƐ͕ƐƵĐŚƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƐĂŶĚƐƵƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶƐĚŽŶŽƚƌƵůĞ
out one’s strength, dynamism and hard work in your life, that is, one
should not say to oneself: Now that I have made such supplication,
ƚŚĞŶĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐƐŚĂůůďĞĂůƌŝŐŚƚ͖ƐĂǇĂƉĞƌƐŽŶŚĂƐĂĐĞƌƚĂŝŶŝůůŶĞƐƐ͕ŚĞ
implores God to heal him, and then he’s inspired to go to a certain
ĚŽĐƚŽƌ͖ƚŚŝƐŝƐĂŵĞĂŶƐŽĨƌĞƐƚŽƌŝŶŐŚŝƐŚĞĂůƚŚ͕ďƵƚŚĞƐŚŽƵůĚŶŽƚƐĂǇ͗
Now that I have made a supplication, I need not visit a doctor! No, one
ŵƵƐƚŐŽƚŽĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ͖ŚĞŵƵƐƚǁŽƌŬŚĂƌĚĂŶĚƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŚŝƐǁŽƌůĚůǇĚƵƚŝĞƐ͘
But all our physical attempts and all our material doings are only the
ƐƵƌĨĂĐĞŽĨƚŚŝŶŐƐ͕ŶŽƚƚŚĞƐƉŝƌŝƚůǇŝŶŐďĞǇŽŶĚĂůůĞǀĞŶƚƐ͖ĂŶĚƚŚĂƚƐƉŝƌŝƚ
ŝƐĐƌĞĂƚĞĚďǇďĞƐĞĞĐŚŝŶŐ'ŽĚĂŶĚ,ŝƐǀŝƌƚƵŽƵƐƐĞƌǀĂŶƚƐŽƌƐĂŝŶƚƐ͖ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ
how it comes about.
Ύ,ĞƌĞǁĞǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƚŽƚƌĂŶƐůĂƚĞƚŚĞĮƌƐƚĐŽƵƉůĞƚŽĨƚŚŝƐĚŝƐƟĐŚ͚'ŚĂǌĂů͛͗
DǇŚĞĂƌƚŝƐƌĞƐƚůĞƐƐǁĂŝůŝŶŐĂŌĞƌƚŚĞĞ͕
ƐǁŝůĚƌƵĞƐĞĞĚƐŽŶĂůŝǀĞĐŽĂů͕ǇŽƵƐĞĞ
I’m thrown around, I am no longer me!
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,Žǁ ĐĂůŵůǇ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶƚůǇ Dƌ͘ <ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ ƐƉĞĂŬƐ͖ / ŚĂĚ ŽŌĞŶ ůŝƐƚĞŶĞĚ ƚŽ ŚŝƐ
ƐƉĞĞĐŚĞƐďƌŽĂĚĐĂƐƚŽŶƚŚĞƌĂĚŝŽŽƌƚĞůĞǀŝƐŝŽŶďƵƚƚŚŝƐŝŶƟŵĂƚĞĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶŝƐ
ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ͘EŽǁŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌŐŽƚƵƉƚŽďƌŝŶŐƚĞĂďƵƚŽŶĞŽĨ
the Leader’s companions said: I’ll bring it. Of course mother had already prepared it. When tea is brought, Mr. Khamenei takes a small sugar-lump and says:
Well, we’ll have the tea and then ask you for our leave!
/ Ăŵ ƐƟůů ǁŽŶĚĞƌŝŶŐ ĂďŽƵƚ ƚŚŝƐ ŬŝŶĚ ǀŝƐŝƚ ŝŶ ŽƵƌ ŚƵŵďůĞ ŚŽƵƐĞ ďƵƚ͕ ďĞŝŶŐ ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚďǇDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ͛ƐĨĂƚŚĞƌůǇďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌ͕/ĨŽŽůŝƐŚůǇĂƐŬ͗ŽǇŽƵǀŝƐŝƚĂůůƚŚĞ
families of martyrs?! The Leader answers:
 ـWell, it’s impossible to do that, but I do visit as many as I could.
DǇƐĞĐŽŶĚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶǁĂƐƉƌŽďĂďůǇŵŽƌĞĨŽŽůŝƐŚ͗ŚŽǁĐŽŵĞǇŽƵĐŚŽŽƐĞŽƵƌĨĂŵily to visit?!
The Leader, smiling at me, replies: Well, if you don’t like it, we go away now!
ůůŝŶƚŚĞƌŽŽŵůĂƵŐŚĂƚƚŚŝƐƌĞŵĂƌŬĂŶĚŵǇŵŽƚŚĞƌƉŝŶĐŚĞƐŵĞŽŶƚŚĞĂƌŵĂŶĚ͕
in order to help me, says: He’s so happy he doesn’t know what nonsense he says!
ƵƚƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌĐĂůŵůǇĂŶĚƉĂƟĞŶƚůǇĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐ͗
ـzĞƐ͕ŝĨŝƚǁĂƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͕/ǁŽƵůĚŐŽĂŶĚǀŝƐŝƚĂůůƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŵĂƌƚǇƌƐ
ďƵƚŵǇƉƌĞŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚƐĚŽŶŽƚƉĞƌŵŝƚƚŚŝƐ͕ƐŽǁĞŚĂǀĞ
ƚŽƐĞůĞĐƚ͖ŝŶĨĂĐƚ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚƉůĂǇĂƌŽůĞŝŶƚŚŝƐ͕ŵǇƐƚĂīŐŽƚŚƌŽƵŐŚĮůĞƐĂŶĚ
ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐĂŶĚǀĂƌŝŽƵƐĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚďǇƚŚĞŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞŽĨ'ŽĚ͕ƐĞůĞĐƚ
some and today I was told to visit you and so this evening we came to
see your family.
DǇĨĂƚŚĞƌƐĂǇƐ͗tĞ͛ƌĞĂůůƉƌŽƵĚƚŽƐĞĞǇŽƵ͖ǁĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞǇŽƵƵƉŽŶŽƵƌĞǇĞƐ͘dŚĞŶ
,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚĂŬĞƐĂƉŝĞĐĞŽĨĐĂŬĞĂŶĚ͕ǁŝƚŚĂƐŵĂůůĨŽƌŬ͕ƉƵƚƐŝƚŝŶŚŝƐ
ŵŽƵƚŚ͖ŝƚ͛ƐŵŽƐƚŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐƚŽŵĞƚŚĂƚďĞĨŽƌĞĞĂƟŶŐŝƚ͕ŚĞƐĂǇƐ͞Bismillah” (in
ƚŚĞEĂŵĞŽĨ'ŽĚͿ͘dŚĞŶDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝĂƐŬƐĨĂƚŚĞƌĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ
of the General Electric Plants and my father says that he has not been there for
some 17 years.
The Leader says: ƚǁŽ Žƌ ƚŚƌĞĞ ǇĞĂƌƐ ĂŌĞƌ ƚŚŽƐĞ ƚƵŵƵůƚƵŽƵƐ ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐƐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ
Plant, I was elected the President and the workers at the Plant brought me a
ŐŝŌ͗ĂƌĂĚŝŽͲƌĞĐŽƌĚĞƌƚŚĞǇƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐŚĂĚŵĂĚĞ͕ƚŚĞǇƚŽůĚŵĞƚŚŝƐŝƐĂƚŽŬĞŶ
in memory of those evenings. In fact, this radio-recorder worked well, I liked it,
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there was something wrong with it about two or three years ago, I don’t know
what our children did with it, but it was really a good radio.
ůůƚŚŝƐƟŵĞ/ǁĂƐƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐƚŚĂƚŶŽďŽĚǇǁŽƵůĚďĞůŝĞǀĞǁŚĂƚǁĞŶƚŽŶƚŚŝƐĞǀĞning, so I said: Sir, may I have a signature of yours?
The Leader said: a signature? On what? I don’t usually sign blank papers, but do
you have a book or a copy of the Gospel? I would then sign it.
zĞƐ͕/ƐĂŝĚ͕/ŚĂǀĞŵǇŽǁŶĐŽƉǇŽĨ͞Ŷũŝů͟;EĞǁdĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚͿ͘
Okay, bring it to me͕ƐĂǇƐƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͘ŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌƐĞĞŵƐƚŽďĞƐĂǇŝŶŐƚŽŵĞŚŽǁ
rude I am! I bring the book and Mr. Khamenei, before signing it, pages through it
and says: /ƚŝƐŝŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚ͕ŝƐŶ͛ƚŝƚ͍
/ƐĂǇ͖ǇĞƐ͕ĂŶĚǇŽƵŵĂǇŬĞĞƉŝƚŝĨǇŽƵǁŝƐŚ͊
The Leader says: I have all these books in Persian, both the New and the Old
dĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚƐ͖/ŚĂǀĞǀĂƌŝŽƵƐĐŽƉŝĞƐĂƐǁĞůůĂƐĂĐŽƉǇŽĨƚŚĞŝďůĞŶĐǇĐůŽƉĞĚŝĂ͘
/ƐĂǇ͗zŽƵĐŽƵůĚůĞĂƌŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͕ŝƚ͛ƐĂŶĞĂƐǇůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͕/ĐĂŶƚĞĂĐŚǇŽƵ͊
ـhŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ/ĚŽŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƟŵĞĨŽƌŝƚ͕ŝĨ/ŚĂĚƚŚĞƟŵĞ/ǁŽƵůĚĂƐŬǇŽƵ
ƚŽĐŽŵĞŽŶĐĞĂǁĞĂŬĂŶĚƚĞĂĐŚŵĞƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͘
DǇŵŽƚŚĞƌĂŶĚĨĂƚŚĞƌĐŽƵůĚŚĂƌĚůǇƐƚŽƉƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐĨƌŽŵůĂƵŐŚŝŶŐ͖/ĂŵƐƵƌĞ͕ĂŌĞƌ
ƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŝƐŐŽŶĞ͕ƚŚĞǇǁŽƵůĚďůĂŵĞŵĞƐĂǇŝŶŐ͗zŽƵŵƵƐƚďĞĂƐŚĂŵĞĚŽĨǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ
ĨŽƌǁŚĂƚǇŽƵƐĂŝĚ͘dŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌǁĂƐƐŽŬŝŶĚĂŶĚŚƵŵďůĞƚŽďĞƉĂƟĞŶƚǁŝƚŚǇŽƵ͕ŝĨǁĞ
were in his place, we would surely be angry with you, what a rude person you are
ZŽďĞƌƚƚŽƚĞůůƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞ/ƐůĂŵŝĐZĞƉƵďůŝĐ͚/ƚĞĂĐŚǇŽƵƌŵĞŶŝĂŶ͛͊
But Mr. Khamenei adds: zĞƐŝĨ/ŚĂĚƟŵĞ͕/ǁŽƵůĚůŽǀĞƚŽůĞĂƌŶƌŵĞŶŝĂŶĂƐǁĞůů
ĂƐƐƐǇƌŝĂŶ͖ƐƐǇƌŝĂŶŝƐĂůƐŽŽĨŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƚŽŵĞ͘
Then Mr. Khamenei writes down a line on my copy of the Gospel and signs and
dates it. Now I may show this to all people how don’t believe that Mr. Khamenei
did visit us at our house.
,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƚŚĞŶŐŝǀĞƐƵƐĞĂĐŚĂƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗this is just
ĂƚŽŬĞŶƚŽƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƚŚŝƐŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘
Mother thanks him and says: it is so kind of you.
ŶĚDƌ͘<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝƐĂǇƐ͗ŽŶůǇƚŚĞƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůĂƐƉĞĐƚŽĨƚŚĞƐĞŐŝŌƐŵĂƚŚĞƌ͘/ƵƐƵĂůůǇ
ǀŝƐŝƚƚŚĞĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŽĨŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŵĂƌƚǇƌƐĂƚĂďŽƵƚŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐĨĞƐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕ďƵƚƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ
somehow it was not possible, you must excuse me.
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Here, my mother whose grief for her martyred son seems to have come back,
ƐŝŐŚƐĂŶĚƐĂǇƐ͗,ĂĂũͲŐŚĂ͕/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĨŽŽůŝŶŐŵǇƐĞůĨĂůůƚŚŝƐƟŵĞ͕ďƵƚŝƚŝƐƐĂŝĚ
that a broken heart will always remain broken!
The Leader soothes her: if God will, a broken heart is not a thing to lament about,
ďƌŽŬĞŶŚĞĂƌƚƐĂƌĞŵŽƌĞĂƩĞŶĚĞĚƚŽďǇ'ŽĚůŵŝŐŚƚǇ͘
There is a young man among Mr. Khamenei’s companions who takes photoŐƌĂƉŚƐŽĨƚŚĞŵĞĞƟŶŐĂůůƚŚĞƟŵĞ͕ƐŽ/ĂƐŬƚŚĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƚŽƚĂŬĞĂƉŚŽƚŽǁŝƚŚŵǇ
parents. He agrees and tells the young man to take a good photo of them, and
then he says what I had in my heart: Give the family some of these photos.

That’s the last thing I thought of: My old parents stand next to the Leader of
Muslims and take a memorable picture in our own house!
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/ŵĂŐĞŽĨĂŚĂŶĚǁƌŝƟŶŐďǇǇĂƚŽůůĂŚ<ŚĂŵĞŶĞŝ

