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Foreword:

The present book is an abstract of a research project under the same heading
that was carried out on the request of Urban Development and Renovation
Organization of Ministry of Housing and Town Planning. The aim of this research
was gathering, analyzing and describing all maps of Tabriz until the end of Qajar
era in order to prepare a reliable source for architectural, town planning and geo-
graphical researchers who wish to study different domains of city of Tabriz.

In the direction of aforementioned aim, we endeavored to establish the genuine-
ness of these maps as historical texts and distinguish the maps that have been
prepared on the basis of current information and performance of field operations
from maps that are prepared without field operations merely for specific purpos-
es through copying the original maps. This task is definitely very important for
researchers who rely on information with expertise obsession.

In the course of this study, we realized that quantity of legends that are given in
the maps of Qajar era were much more than the legends contained in present
maps, which enables us to look at them as enriched texts. Extensive information
that is presented in these maps sometimes creates difficulties for any body who
verifies them. In this research, we tried to classify this information and seperate
their topics in order to provide easier reading of maps and possibility of statisti-
cal studies and random analyses for researchers. Classification of maps was
carried out on all the maps that were determined as genuine, thus enabling the
researchers to draw new concepts from these maps by composing the relevant
classifications.

Different viewpoints have been created for possibility of using the maps. In the
other hand and in order to complete the tasks, most of the city maps that are
available and have less originality in comparison with the maps, which are intro-
duced in the book, have been included in the attachment so that a complete set
of historical maps of the city could be prepared.

We hope that this set can help architects, town planners and researchers of this
land in their studies on historical cities of Iran and city of Tabriz in particular.
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