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(18} Gloasari ot coflented in the form of bioks, on the portion of
’ W ﬂ! lI-Htllgl.irwnl P Madarik* Masklik ® Mughn af-Labib,s
ﬂum sl-Hisib,} sto.

Oz Lnth@( da"mted hia whole life to teaching, seeking the
mt.l:[, and serving the causerof humanity. Towards the end of hib
life he retired from _the world and paesed his days In devotion
and prayer. » He died in A.H. 1173 {A.D. 1758) al his native place.

Mawling Mohammad Hadi Kami&ngar, a contemporary poet
{whoss poetical name was Kawwile, adopted at the suggestion
of our suthor, as mentioned on p. 182 of our edition} wrote the
following ohronogram giving the date of aa-Baiyid ‘Abdall&h’s

death :—
prie .;Ln-.a..._.,.: 3 g0 dade 0¥ ;!.b.:LTa.ij.ba._,_a.L
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gl ol 6y gl ed ) le el gl
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PrEsinENcy CoLiTar,
. M. HIDAYET HOBAIN.

Calenila.

arrr ' . s o= wwr s omTTTvaAR ——

t At-Mutawwal is a commentary on al-Eszvin!'s treatise on rhetorlo ﬂl"nl‘l‘
Tallghte al-Mifi&):, by 8a'd ad-Din Mas'@d bin ‘Umer at-TaitEzanf, died A.H.
792, A.D. 1380, sr¢ my Catalogus of the Arablo MBS. in the BuhBr Library
{Impecial Lihrary), p. 437.

1 The full nams of the book is Madarik al-Abkim ff Gbark Shars’i* al-Llim
by Muhsmmad bin Al ab-Msavi al--Amili, disd A. H 1009, {A.D, 1000). S
the sama, p. 27

3 Probably this Masilik is by Muhsmanad bin Al o lljll’l which is called
Magklily al-AfhEm. Al Ihak'T lived in A H. 894 [A.LI). 1488).

+ Mughn! al-Lablb, a book on Arabia Grammar, by ‘Abdalith bin ¥ ot
known sa Ibn Wish&m, died A.H. 761, (A.D. 1360). See Brookelmann,
(eschichite d. Arablachen Littecatur, vol. T1. p. 23. .

* KEholigat al-Eisdb, s treasise on A7Hhmetic, by Bahd' ad-Din Mobammad
bin Hossin sl-'Amill, died AH, Ig8), (A.D. 1622). Sss my Catalogue of
$he Arabic MEA. in the Buhke Library (Imparis! Library), p. X85,



x INTRODOUOTION,

(5) Ristla at-Tuhtat ;;I-Nﬁﬂfﬂ, a treatise sdlving pmhlﬂiﬁ'ﬁm
different branches of learning, which be named after his

}uther

(6) Sbarh Sallia Usturlib, a commentary on the ‘r?rﬂntuﬂ o l'-hn
puttolabe by Bahs' ad-Tnn Muhammad bin Hueain alv'ﬂmiﬂ

(died A.H. 103I), ornlled ag-Bahifa.

{7). Sharh Mafatth ssh-Sharsd'i’, a commentary on the work Mafatil
ash-Shard'i*, on Jurieprudence by Mubammad bin Martads,
known as Muhsin al-Kaght {died after A, H. 1080). Thia
commentary is called Adh-Dhukpr ae-R&'.

(8) Ripdla-i-Jaballya Uld, a treatise in answer to seventy problems
pertaining to different branches of learning, Wirich *All Nahi-
=-wandl sent ta the author,

(8) Rieftla-i-Jabajlya Thiinlya, & treatice solving thirty further
questions asked by the above Nahiwandy,

{10) Riedla-i-'Alaviyn, answers to gnestions of Shaikb ‘AN al-
Huwaizt

\11) Risila-i-Ahmedtya, replies $o queries of Mawls Ahmad, the "
brother of the governor of Huwaiza.

(12} Ristia dar Tabkik-i-Dawhkbit-i-Istikhrdj, a treatise on the
method of det@mining the Kibla in all eountrica,

{13y Tilem BSultini, & work on different important problems of
‘Tlm Hai'ab (Cosmography, 'flm Nujim {Aetronomy), and
magical soience, 1t was written ab the request of Abl 8Kl
Sultdn Targhlzl.

{i4) Tubiat as-Santya fi Jherh an-Nukbbat el-Mubsinlysa, a com-
memtary on the work by Mubammad bin MurtadE (known

. a8 Mubsin ol-KSgh1), cslled gn-Nukhbe, on Jurispradence.
It was composed at the thnﬁnt. of Mawlink ‘Alt-bin ‘Al
an-~-Naijir.

{13) H&sbive bar Mukaddumbt Wall, & conmentary on the prefane

of the book hy Mubstmad bin Meripds, known ss Mabsin
al Kashy, sntitted al-Wafl,



INTROVUCTION, i

When -K=&d Afghiin establighed his supremacy at Jefahkn—he
wos oltimately defeated by Kartm Kbin Zand {A.H. 1102-1193,
A.D. 1750-1708), snd was driven away from the sountry t—he
oapipred snd tmprisoned many people among whom was n distin-
guished Christian priest. When ‘Abdallsh heard this, he tansomed
the prisoner and browght him home most respeotfully and read the
New Testanfoat with him with grestcare. Similarly he arranged to,
bring to Bhilshter, to his own houss, a Jowieh scholar from Fafaldin
ae well as a priest of the Fire-worshippers from Yazd, and read
all their religious booka with them for a long peried.

He hed alwaye been sayving that if any Emperor or King conld
afford to build & new obaservatory be would glad)y take oharge of it,
and woold perform the work in sych n way that hin olwervatary
would sarpass, in reputation, all the existing obsarvatories mf™tha

world.

*  Though somb may consider it befow the dignity of such » great
scholar me he wes to compose poetty, he was aleo a great puet.  There
are some 5 or 8 hundred lines of pootry composed by him.  His pootio
name wag Fakir, He is the author.of veveral worke which I enumer-

ate below as given in this History on pp. #0-81, and in the Buhat
Library MS. of the Tuhiat al-*Alam, fol. 87 :—
(1) Riskla Madinat an-Nahv, o trefitise on Arabic Syntax.

{2) Hasbiye Arbe'ln Hadith, 8 commentary off the forty Trad:tionns
of the Prophet written at the inn.tnn-::aiuf the suthor's father,

(3) Risdla dar Tahktk-i-Kibla-i-8gdshtar, a- Persian treatise fixing
the direction in which the people at Shashtar showid tuen
their faces in prayer. This treatize was writton at the
rogquest of Jaflndiyir Beg! .

{4) Riskla dar Tahlik-i-Kibla-i-Huwaiza, a Persian treatise fixing
the dirsotion in which Eﬂﬁpiﬂ at Huwaiza sbhould direct their
fapes at the time Df_ prayver. He wrote this treatise at the
request of Baiyid ‘Alt Khan, the Governor of Huwaiza. '

-
1 This avent took place [n AH. 1180 (A.D. 1732), Sar Bykes, Hinory of
Perviavol. I1..p. 374.  » .

¢ FolMpiindiy W Beg, sl this History, p. 71.

o



i NTRODUOTIDN.

vory early antioipated thet the boy Would in after life develop into
s great soholar and tock great care of him ao long as he lived. The
old mas, however, died in ‘Abdslidh’s infanoy. The boy’a Eather
then had him educated in the recognized courses of Arabio stady
of the time. ‘Abdallih completed his fuil courss of study at the
age of 15 and then travelled to Isfahfn, Khnriedn, Azarbs’tjkn
and cther parts of Porsia and Turkey, and stadied Astronemy and
other branches of Seience under the renowned authorities of thiose
placea. His scholarship bscame known throughout the country,
and all kinds of diffionlt problema of Jurispradence and Tradi-
tion, which were presented to him were solved by him to the
satisfaction of every one. He also made piigrimages to the different
sacred places of Tslam, . :

"OF the death of his Father in A H. 1155 (A.D. 1745) peopls
assemnbled nt the Madrass, situated very close to his house, and
requosted him to take upon himself the fmaémat ! and the charge of
rending sermons at Friday-prayer. He, however, recommended as
being & fitter person, hie brother,* as-Saiyid Muttmjﬁ, who was
acoordingly selected for these duties  From the conrt of Nadir 8hah
“Abdallah wanr offered the duties of supervising religious state func-
tiona, whioch he accepted and disoharged to the great satisfaction of all,

When N&dir Jhah declared himself Emperor of Persia and held
& Ligrbdr for thia puspose, all Goveranrs and Ambassadors were
summoned for the ocoasion. At that time the author was ordered
to deliver a aermon on ‘the nuspiciousness of the coronation, and the
speech which he delivered was cobsidered & magter- -piece Qo one
opeasion when all the eminent sobolara and theologinns from
Conistantinople, Bukbirs, and Bagjdédd assembled under the orders
o Nadie Shéh, ¢e disousa a9 to whioh sect of Llyl&m was the best and
could be considered to have been following the right path, the
putber repressnted the Shi's sect and discussed the matter sabis-
lll-ﬂnrily and at gre&b iﬁnglh with the ]*andu of the other asdis,

- m—— e eIrETTEEELa - —_ —— -

I In 4ha Bhi'n mect im!l.ﬂul {the t'unutmn of Jeading wnym',i andd lﬂlﬂﬂg
sorionn &4 the Friday-prayer ara antrostad unl_!,r to the moat plous and
reocgnimed sohobars. *

¥

+ Aafalyid li!lug.udﬂ dmd im AL, 1490 (4. 1), I?'H} Seefor hin life Tuhfat
sl Kb fal. Tla"



INTRODUCTION.

The aathor of the * Hiatory of Shiabtar,” as-Seiyid ‘Abdallih,
cawe of a very ditinguished tamily, His grandfather, an-Saiyid
Ni'matall€h ' wag originelly an inhabitant of Jar&’ir, near Basza
(Buarah} but came later to live in Shiishtar in Persia. The autlor's
gracdiather as well as his father, as-Saiyid Nir ad-Din,* were both
eminent scholars. The family, which belonged to the Shi‘a asot and
was known as Sadat Nukya®, after having setiled there, lived
for generations in Shiiahtar.

The muthot* was born on the Tth 8ba'bin A H. 1112 {A.D,
l'?ﬂ'l]'}, atb Ehughtar during the life time of his gmndfnt-hm" who

| &B-B-._yid Hl*mntrntilh wans hn:-rn in A H. mm} {A. D 1548), and not ln
A E 1150 (A.D. M37), an given in Bawdnt al-Jannit, p, 220, He was cos of
the aminsot scholars of Porsis of hin tims. Tuhfst al-' Alam, o). §4a, desoribes
tha reason Mer the shifting of his regidence from Jazd'ir {0 Bhilahter a»
tollows :—

“In A H. 107, Husain Plehk bin 'Ali Pliha, Governor of Bagra, rovolt-
ed ngainst the Uthminii Sultin Mubsmmad IV, A.H, 1058-1099 (A.D. J 845
1857). A Twrkishgqgemy was ssnt to suppress him wnd Husain Plahs fled
towards India from HBagrs. The army plundersd and devastated the whols
gsountry from Jark'ir to Bagra, bacausa the paople therein wore suppossd to
bavo mided with Husaio PhshA. In corsaquence Lhe peoply scattersd ito differ-
amt countries, As-Balyld Ni‘raatallih wes one amongat ther. Hue first went
to HOwaiza and thence proceeded to, nnd settied nl, 8h dshtarat the requeat of
the prople of the place.* * '

He i the aushor of tnany works and died on tho 23rd Bhawwil, A H, 1112
(A.D. 1700). For detnils of hin life, sée this History of Shishter, p. 5 ; Rawdit
ol JTanndt, 586 an-nfin, p. 280, Am] al-Amil, p. 72; NujEm as Bamd', p, 268 ;
Bhudhir ol *Iyisn, vol, 1T, fol. 260b whero the date of hisn desth s wroohly
givan A, H. 1130 (A.D. 1717); snd Tuhist st *Alam, fol. 62a. |

1 Asfaiyid NOr ad-Dn Ill'hﬂm in AH. 088, (AT} 1877) and disd in
AH. 1188,(A.D. 1745). Ha j§ the suthor of several works. Yor detaile see
this Bistory of Bhilshtar, p. 59 : iNujlm as-Sami’, p, 299, and Tuhlst al 'Alem
fol. Gab.

" Pinhlhly aftar the same of As-Baiyid Hﬁr nd-Din bin as-Beiyid Sa'd ad-
Din, whom we dnd in &ht'glﬂlll‘ﬂﬂiﬂlnhlhl mmlganld In p. 58 of this History,

+ Thw, biograghy of thy subbor thas follows is based o this Bistory, pp. 00,
133 ; !‘.'ujﬁm as Bamid’, pp 233-208 . and Tubfst sl Abam fol ¥le-t6a

»






PREFATORY NOTE.

The firat fa.numla of thla edition of the History of Shidehtar,
uuntmmng_pu.gen | 144 edited by KhaAn Bahidur Meuif Balkhseh,
was published in 1914, For budgetary reasons immediate continua’
tion ¢onld not be undertaken at the time  When work on this taxt
could be resumed the Societv’s office had lost touch with the Editor,
Since then news hax boen received of his death. The Counoil of the
Apintic Bociety of Bengal have therefore decided to arvange for the
completion of the work by another hand, and Shams-ul Ulami'
Professor Hidayat Husain has Xkindly volunteerad to undertake
the labour. Owing to his help the work is now issued in fts com.
pleted form, for which the Council of the Snoiety and the learned
public owe himetheir thanks.

Professor Hiddyat Husain is responsible for the edition from
page 145 to the end, as well as fur the Preface and Lint of Contents,

The edition hae been made from s single and rare MS. Neo
other copies have bheen traced in any MSS. Library in India,
though a copy exists in the British Musewn Collection, mentioned
an page 214b of De, ltien's Catnlogoe. It is, however, reported Ehot
other copies exist iu private hands in 1M, thﬂugh all eforta
to procure them have been in vain. .

The MS., which i fuirly uuﬁrent, in writtentin clear Nasip ik,
dated A.H. 1317 (A D. 1900}, by a scribe Asadalldh Asall, who anlls
himaelf 8hiish tart, but does not mention the place of copying. Thae

handwriting scema Persian.

JoHan van Mansen, °

General Secrelary.
Antaric Bocisty OF HaWMoar, .
1, Pani §raeer, Ca)Curra, 4
December, 1524
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