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blackout = when there is no electricity : “The storm caused a blackout of several hours.”

breakdown = when something stops working 

“The breakdown in the talks happened because the two sides couldn’t agree on anything.”

comeback = when you try to become famous or important again 

“The band are trying to make a comeback with their new tour and album.”

dropout = someone who leaves school or university early 

“Make sure you revise for your exams – you don’t want to be a dropout!”

kick-off = when a ball game like football or rugby starts 

“What time is kick-off?”

get-together = a reunion 

We’re planning a small get-together this weekend to celebrate Emma’s promotion. 
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Articles 
 
Definite Article : the 
Indefinite Article: a/ an 
Zero Article 
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Generic Nouns Generic Nouns 

Generic nouns are nouns that refer to a whole class or category of things, rather than a 

specific individual. They are used to make general statements. 
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Generic Nouns 

Countable Nouns 

With "  the+ singular countable Noun " : 

 The library is a place where you find books. 

 The computer has revolutionized publishing. 

 The computer is an important research tool. (general)  

With " a/ an +singular countable Noun " 

 

 A library is a place where you find books.

 A computer is an important research tool .(general class+ individual item) 

 A corkscrew is a gadget for getting corks out of bottles. 

 A tiger is a large cat with stripes. 

In Plural Form :  

 Most paintings nowadays are quite abstract. 
 Women generally live longer than men.  

 Articles are difficult to use.  

 Books are expensive.  (All books are expensive.)

 Libraries are places where you find books.  

 People are worried about rising crime. 

 Computers are an important research tool. 

  

*Don't use the + Plural Countable Nouns in this sense: 

 The computers have arrived. Where shall I put them?  

Uncountable Nouns : 

With ZERO ARTICLE 

 Paint is hard to remove. 

 Inflation is rising.  

 Information is important to any organisation.  

 Coffee is bad for you. 

 

 

 

 



Context : 

 The tiger is in danger of becoming extinct. 

 Tigers are in danger of becoming extinct. 

 A tiger is in danger of becoming extinct. 

 

 I love basketball games . (generic) 

 I loved the basketball game last night. (specific) 
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(* In the following examples :Green=Modifiers  , Red=Head Noun) 

Modifiers are words used to modify          a Noun : It is a nice house. 

                                                                          an Adjective : She is amazingly intelligent. 

                                                                          a Verb : He spoke clearly. 

 Modification of NOUNS 

 1.(adjectives) : It's an expensive car. 

 2.(nouns) : It's a whiteboard marker. 

 3.(Adjective modifier+ Noun modifier) : It's a furry pet dog. 

 4. Several modifiers together: 

The order is important. 

 

 

 the third most important city  

 He is the second most intelligent student in the class. 

  the fist three competitions 

 that interesting old lady 

 a big round red ball 

 that beautiful old Russian vase 

 those fragile old porcelain vases 

 Jansen is a famous American speed skater. 

 

 5.Compound Modifiers: 

 (number+noun Compound) :  

                                                      She has a ten-year-old daughter.( ten-years-old) 

                                                     It is a 500-meter race.(NOT 500-meters) 

 (Noun + PAST PARTICIPLE Compound)  

                                                     It's a crime-related problem. 

 

 



Look at these examples : 

 

 a cautious , high-intermediate  skier 

 

 an abnormal muscle function 

 It was a short,easy exam. 

 It was a red brick wall. 

Compare the following examples : 

 the student portrait painter

 clever little brown-and-white fox
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Noun Clauses used as Coplements 

1  Noun Complements: 

There is no possibility that she will make a full recovery. 

 

She had sincere belief that her brother was not the murderer. 

 

I don't have any idea where they've gone. 

 

 2  Adjective Complements 

It is evident that he is lying. / That he is lying is evident. 

It was pointless that she argued over such a minor problem. 

It seems apparent that tomorrow will be rainy. 

 

It is necessary that Tom attend the meeting. (attend :Subjunctive ) 

That Tom attend the meeting is necessary.(NOT COMMON IN CONVERSATION) 

necessary , essential ,advisable,important,crucial, vital, significant …… 

It is advisable that she apply for that job. 
It seemed urgent that he see a counselor. 
It is necessary that we be on time for the meeting. 
It is important that you not make them angry. 
It is suggested that he not go to that place. 

3 Changing Noun Clauses to Noun Phrases 

It is necessary that Tom attend the meeting. 

It is necessary for Tom to attend the meeting. 

 

The main concern is (the fact) that the new drug may have serious side effects. 
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It is important that the boss arrange a meeting.  
It is important for the boss to arrange a meeting. 
 

It is vital that she see a doctor. 

It is vital for her to see a doctor. 

 

It is important that you not lose your temper. 
It is important for you not to lose your temper. 
 
 

It is necessary that she go and see them. 
It is necessary for her to go and see them. 



High Intermediate 3  Unit 6    Adjective Clauses 

 1  Relative pronouns (who,whom,which,that,….) 

 2  How to remove relative pronouns(Adjective Phrases) 

 3  Prepositions+ Adjective Clauses 

 4  Quantifiers + Adjective Clauses 

 5  Using "which" to modify a whole sentence 

 6  Identifying vs.  Non-identifying  Adjective Clauses 

1.What are Adjective Clauses 

 



A person? A thing? 

Subject? Object? Subject? Object? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

who 

that 

Who 

whom 

that 

____ 

which 

that 

_____ 

which 

that 

When modifying a Noun 



Relative Pronoun When to use? 

who for People (as Subjects) 

whom for People (as Objects) 

which for Things ( Subject & Object) 

that both People and Things ( Subject & Object) 

when time 

where place 

why reason 

whose possession 

 

 How to remove relative pronouns(Adjective Phrases) 
 
1 . Relative Pronoun + be 
 

 The guy who is sitting next to me is Mr.Hudson. 
 The guy sitting next to me is Mr.Hudson. 

2 . Relative Pronoun as Object 
 

 The book which I recommended you is a best-seller. 
 The book  I recommended you is a best-seller. 

 
3.   

 English has an alphabet that consisits of 25 letters. 
 English has an alphabet consisting of 25 letters. 

 

 Prepositions+ Adjective Clauses 
 

 The guy whom I was searching for was middle-aged. 
 The guy that I was searching for was middle-aged. 

 The guy I was searching for was middle-aged. 

 The guy for whom I was searching was middle-aged. 
 The guy for that I was searching for was middle-aged. 

 The guy for I was searching was middle-aged. 

 

 
         
 

 



 Quantifiers + Adjective Clauses 
 

 Chris has two sisters. Both of them smoke. 
 Chris has two sisters, both of whom smoke. 

 
 Niki has two phones. One of them is broken. 
 Niki has two phones, one of which is broken. 

 
 Tom is a writer. All of his books are popular. 
 Tom is a writer , all of whose books are popular. 

 

 Using which to modify a whole sentence 
 

 The letter was written in Spanish. This confused me. 
The letter was written in Spanish, which confused me. 
 

 There was nobody on the train. This made me suspicious. 
There was nobody on the train,which made me suspicious. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Identifying vs.  Non-identifying  Adjective Clauses 

 

 
 



High Intermediate 3 : Adverb  Clauses 

Adverbs are words that add to the meaning of a verb,an adjective,another adverb , or a 

whole sentence. 

Single-word adverbs : He ran slowly. 

Adverb Clauses : When the telephone rang, I was in the kitchen cooking. 

 Adverb Clauses of : 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subordinating Conjunctions ( connect a dependent clause to an independent clause.) 

1 Time when(ever),while,as soon as,as long as,before,after,since,until,as,once,till 

2 Place where,wherever 

3 Reason 
because,since,now that,because of/on account of/due to/plus/owing to the fact 

that 

4 Purpose so that,in order that,in order to,to,so as to 

5 Result so …that,such… that,too,enough 

6 Contrast 
though,although,even though,whereas,while,in spite of,despite, 

in spite of the fact that,despite the fact that 

7 Condition if,unless,whether or not,in case,providing/provided (that), 

8 Manner as,as if,as though,however,like 

9 Comparison than,as much/many as,as…as 

Time……………………… When ? 

Place…………………….   Where? 

Condition …………….  On what condition? 

Contrast ……………… What is odd/surprising/contrasting? 

Reason ………………… Why ? What causes …? 

Result …………………. What is the effect /result? 

Comparison ……….. How similar/different ? 



Adverb Clauses in English  

1. Adverb Clauses of Time  

Show when something happens. 

Common conjunctions: when, while, before, after, since, until, as soon as, whenever.  

Examples: - 

- I’ll call you when I get home.  

- Before you leave, turn off the lights.  

- He hasn’t spoken to me since we argued. 

 

2. Adverb Clauses of Place  

Show where something happens.  

Common conjunctions:where, wherever.  

Examples:  

- You can sit wherever you like.  

- We met where the two roads cross. 

 

3. Adverb Clauses of Condition  

Show under what condition something happens. 

Common conjunctions: if, unless, provided that, in case, even if.  

 

Examples: - I’ll help you if you need me.  

-Unless you study, you’ll fail the exam.  

- Even if he apologizes, she won’t forgive him. 

 

4. Adverb Clauses of Reason (Cause)  

Show why something happens.  

Common conjunctions: because,since, as, now that.  

 

Examples:  

- She stayed home because she was sick.  

- Since you’re here, let’s start the meeting. 

 

5. Adverb Clauses of Result (Consequence)  

Show the effect or result of an action.  

Common conjunctions: so that, such that, so…that.  

 

Examples: 

- It was so cold that the lake froze.  

- She ran fast so that she could catch the bus.  

 

6. Adverb Clauses of Contrast 

(Concession) Show opposition between two ideas.  

Common conjunctions: although, even though,though, while, whereas. 

Examples: 

 - Although it was raining, they went out. 

 - Even though he’s rich, he isn’t happy.  

- While I like coffee, I prefer tea.  



 

7. Adverb Clauses of Comparison  

Show how one thing compares to another.  

Common conjunctions: than, as…as.  

 

Examples: 

- She runs faster than he does.  

- He’s as tall as his brother is.  

- The exam was harder than I expected. 
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1)Expressing contrast

2)Expressing contrast using "although"

3)Expressing contrast using "in spite of " or "despite"



 

 

After "although" you should use a clause(Sub.+Verb).But, after " in spite of / despite 

" you should use  a noun or a gerund. 

 

 

 

"because of " shows reason. "in spite of" shows unexpected result or contrast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4)"although" or "in spite of /despite"  ?

5)"although" or "though"  ?

6)"because of" or "in spite of /despite"  ?



 

 

adverb clauses expressing result 

(so,such,too,enough) 
 

                   many/few/much/little+N. 
 1.         so+                                              …  that-clause  … 
                         Adj./adv. 

 1.It was so hot that we couldn't sleep. 

 2.The air conditioner was humming so loudly that it kept me 

awake. 

 3.There were so many syudents in the small room that I 

couldn't breathe. 

 4.There were so few windows that the air circulation was 

poor. 

 5.There was so much noise in the hall that I couldn't hear 

the professor. 

 6.There was so little time to finish the exam that I gave up. 

2 .    such +  (a/an)+adj.+N.                           …… that-clause… 

 He had such a low grade that he hid his exam paper. 

 This is such an interesting book that I can't put it down 

 She makes such good coffee that it is impossible to drink only 

one cup. 

 She wears such beautiful dresses that I hate to go 

anywhere with her. 

                           many/few/much/little+N. 
3.      too+                                                            …infinitive… 
                                 adj./adv. 

 Let's take a taxi.It's too far to walk home from here. 

 They spoke too quickly for us to understand. 

 The shirt is too big for me.I need a smaller size. 

 We can't take a vacation.It costs too much. 

4.      adj.+enough                                               …infinitive… 

 There were too many people and not enough chairs. 

 He wasn't experienced enough to do the job. 

 She is not old enough to get married. 

 Do you have enough money?I can lend you some if you don't. 

 Some of us had to sit on the floor because there weren't 

enough chairs. 

 Do you have enough money to take a vacation right now? 

 

 



 

 

 Some more examples: 
 too big=not small enough          

 too young=not old enough 
 too boring=not interesting enough 
  
Example 1: The food was very hot.We couldn't eat. 
  

               The food was so hot that I couldn't eat. 

                The food was too hot to eat. 

                 The food wasn't cool enough to eat. 

 
  

 Example 2: The movie was so exciting that I watched it again. 

 
 

Example 3: It was such an exciting movie that I watched it 

again. 
 
 

 Example 4: The movie was too boring to watch again. 

                   (=I didn't watch it again.) 
 

 Example 5: The movie wasn't interesting enough to watch 

again. 
 
 

 Example 6:" A:Going for a walk?"  "B:Sorry,I'm too tired." 



                                                  

 

 

 Walking down the street , I ran into an old friend. 

 Whistling , he rode away. 

 Fearing that the police would recognize him , he never went out in daylight. 

 

 

 She could learn to play the piano by practicing every day. 

 Tom could buy a car by saving money. 

  

 

 Impressed by his performance, the audience stood up in admiration. 

 

 

 

 Having read the instructions , he snatched up the fire extinguisher. 

 Having seen the movie before, I didn't want to go  again. 

 

 

 

1)      Present Participle(-ing)…………………… , …………………

2)      By+V-ing…………………… , …………………

3)      P.P.    …………………… , …………………

4)      Having+P.P.    …………………… , …………………
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 After finishing his homework, Peter went to bed. 

 While watching TV , I fell asleep. 

 

 

 To discover the truth , he did  a lot of research. 

 You need to be highly educated to find a job. 

 

                                                                       Phrase 

, I called Mike.After playing tennis, I called Mike.             After I played tennis  
              Clause 

                                                                              Having played tennis , I called Mike. 

 

A common mistake : 

Dangling Modifiers                 !  

Playing tennis, it started to rain. 

While we were playing tennis,it started to rain. 

5)      Conjunction    …………………… , …………………

6)      infinitive of purpose



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


