Mass Media Classifications
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Communication ……….have approached media studies from several different perspectives, each focusing on a different …………of the media. This variety is helpful to gain a fuller understanding of mass media.
Canadian ………….Marshall McLuhan identified hot media and cool media on the basis of how much they engage the user and the ………….of a user’s connection with the medium. This distinction also deals with the ………….of the relationship between the audience and the medium, and the level of audience …………needed to access information.

􀂃 Hot media require a high degree of thinking from media users, who have to fill in………… information from their own imagination. Examples of hot media are books and to a lesser extent magazines and newspapers. Among ……………media, radio is a hot medium when it engages listeners’ imaginations, such as in radio………….

􀂃 Cool media allow audiences to be ……………..spectators because others have made the creative decisions. Television requires little intellectual…………..; radio played simply for background music also is cool. McLuhan saw movies seen in movie theaters as hotter than television because movies have huge ………………and darkened screens that serve to engage the audience. But movies seen on home VCRs lack the heat of theatrical presentations. Likewise, while ……….theater is quite hot, a video-recording of concert falls into the cool category.

Another way of categorizing media is through their intended use.   ……………media such as books, magazines and television dramas are significantly different than information media such as newspapers and television news programs. They appeal to different audiences and serve different………………... Still another categorization of media is in the elitist-populist model.

􀂃 Elitist media are those that serve to uplift society and …………………to culture. Examples are serious-minded magazines, television programs focusing on art or history, recordings of classical music or contemporary jazz.

􀂃 Populist media are those that satisfy the baser expectations of the………………... Sensationalistic tabloid newspapers, reality television shows and music videos are examples of this. .
