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In the name of God
- the most gracious the most merciful

Most Blessed Father,

The birth of Jesus Christ may be a good
excuse for a young person in search of truth,
a young man who has been intending to
write a letter to Your Holiness and has in fact
started putting his thoughts in words but has
left the letter unfinished and his thoughts

incomplete for some reason.
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This time | have an excuse for writing this
letter: the birth of a kind-hearted Jesus we
can so dearly love even from behind the
curtain of a two-thousand year old history

and all incomplete sayings about him.

He was a prophet who blew the spirit of
hope, humanity and Godliness into the body

of his society;

| wish either we had lived during the time of
such an exceptional person or someone like
him could live during our time to revive us by
his warm existence.

After all fate has thrown us on this terrestrial
globe when there are no divine prophets and

all we are left is a voluminous history and so
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many different books that every group or
religion believes in just one of them and

considers that one the true God’s words.

Your Holiness,

| truly believe in Jesus. | regard Jesus not a

human, but a divine superman.

| do believe in Jesus and willingly welcome
him and the beauty of the words he has left

into my heart and soul.

| do believe in Jesus and in spite of all the
questions that many vyears of studying
history and religions have raised in my mind
concerning his holy character, my belief has
not been stained with even one dark spot; |
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don’'t accept the ambiguities and am

searching for an answer my soul accepts.

| do believe in Jesus Christ and in our age you

are the helmsman of the institution

attributed to him.

Therefore, see me entitled to choose you, of
all the sage and great people in all the groups
and branches of Christianity, to ask my

questions from.

Of course, what | ask is about the holy Bible,
and as far as | know, all the people following
Jesus Christ’'s path do believe in this book.
Thus, whoever believes in holy Bible can
answer my questions; however, I'm asking

you and therefore demand a suitable answer
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to satisfy not only my mind, but all the other

questioning young minds.
Your Holiness,

| hope you consider my curiosity the result of
my youth and my truth-searching spirit, and
I’'m more hopeful that you give me answers

as soon as possible.

Of course | had a lot more questions
concerning Jesus Christ and the holy Bible
and Christianity on the whole, however, I'm
fully aware of your limited time and tight

schedule.

| have had many discussions with different
priests, missionaries and shepherds during

these years of studying the holy Bible and
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RS,

Christianity, and they each tried to answer
my questions according to their knowledge;
unfortunately, the result was neither to their

satisfaction nor to mine.

Your Holiness,

| choose the first question from those Imam
Reza — a descendant of Prophet Muhammad,
the eighth Shia Imam and one of the greatest
Islamic leaders whose tomb is in Mashhad in
Iran — asked one of the Christian scholars of
his time. The discussion begins with him
about his

regarding Jesus Christ and his book;

asking Imam Reza opining

Imam Reza said: “I confess in my belief in the

prophecy of Jesus Christ and his book and
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what he has promised his people and the
apostles have confirmed it, however, I'm an
absolute disheliever in the Jesus who hasn’t
acknowledged Muhammad’s prophecy and
book and hasn’t informed his people of
them!”

Imam Reza, in this scientific meeting, added:
“O Christian! | swear by God that we believe
in the lesus who believed in Muhammad,
and don’t find any mistakes in him except his
little weakness and his latitude in fasting and
saying Christian

answered: “l swear by God that you ruined

prayers!” The sage

your knowledge and undermined yourself in
my eyes, | thought you were the most

learned man among the Muslims! But you
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think that Jesus was weak and didn’t observe
fast or say prayers enough while not a day
passed that he didn’t fast; he kept fast during
the day and stayed awake during the night to

say prayers!”

Imam Reza said: “whom did he want to gain
admittance to when he observed fast and

IH

said prayers?

It is recorded in history books that not having
an answer, the Christian scholar remained
silent. Now, | ask you to answer this
question; a question raised more than a
thousand years ago and not appropriately

answered since.
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Why did Jesus Christ really fast and say

prayers?

If he is God’s son and one of the three parts
of the Trinity, isn’t it meaningless and futile

to say prayers in order to gain admittance to
himself?!

And if he worshiped God in order to gain
admittance to Him, what should we make of
the Trinity claim (Father, Son and the Holy
Spirit)?! How can we make peace between
wisdom and this paradox?!

My second question involves Jesus and
resurrections of the dead. They say he
restored the dead, healed the blind and the

il

e

S g dppds |y Jlgw cpl guoly &5 palys (o
sshail joim 90,35 o ol b Jlo o 5l e
s o3l U1JU Lr’?u.ul._;_ il Mb [ Mlﬁ 45
Llga 2 il dx gl e G Lk Lol
d 3l i g LS pag Gl S1528)5 oo 039
Csind 038840 § Cus L:;)lf L.ij 1J ol Cud S
S8 colis 35 4 Sdi g g gy ol 4
o e Boyep 4 (S35 o) ylp ol
fq{_y).i.a.” O.?‘)"‘“‘-’.-‘J'J‘-’.- le.c-.ﬂ 1.’ M.S d.i_b: o cJ)S
Jis b S ap 0] (S o g el oS 2

K abls ol

|"‘. i
N
ﬁ




£ 5
-
=

&

sy §

A |

sick, he is object of worship and deserves

worship, therefore He is God.

We should truly consider our age the age of

countless questions and few mediocre

answers,

Is anyone who cures serious physical
ailments or brings the dead back to life is
God or H

through the Holy Bible to encounter such

is equal? You just need to thumb

people, those who have healed people or
restored the dead to life. Can we also call
Elisha God?

Because he also did wonders and performed

miracles and resurrected the dead.
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Shouldn’t we consider Prophet Moses and
Prophet Abraham God as well since they,
too, have restored the dead to life according
to the Holy Bible?

My third question concerns Jesus Christ’s

lineage.

Why is his lineage only mentioned in the
Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Luke
and the Gospels of Mark and John have
ignored it?

Why is his genealogical record absent in the
Gospel of Mark? Was he ignorant of Jesus’s

parentage?

Or did he deem it unnecessary to inform

people of Christ's parentage?
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Why do Matthew and Luke’s accounts follow

the lineage of Saint Joseph the Carpenter —
and not Virgin Mary’s?

Now we should look for the answer to this
essential question: why the writers of the
canonical gospels have gone after Saint

Joseph’s genealogical record and not Virgin
Mary’s?!

They were unquestionably aware that Jesus
was not Saint Joseph’s real child. Why are
Matthew and Luke’s accounts of Jesus’s
lineage really this much different from each
other?

Believe me that the justifications presented
to this day are by no means admissible to
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good reason, and a wise and reasonable

answer must be prepared.

_; Let's follow Jesus’s lineage from the Gospel
-‘ of Matthew’s point of view: “Thus there
' were fourteen generations in all from

Abraham to David, fourteen from David to
b the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the

exile to the Messiah”.

In this genealogical record we read:
“Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the
father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah
and his brothers, Judah the father of Perez

and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez

E

the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of
, Ram the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon

Ram
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the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of

Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the

father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of
and Jesse the father of King David.

Jesse,

David was the father of Solomon, whose
mother had been Uriah's wife. Solomon was
the father of Rehoboam”.

The truth is that we should ask who was
Rehoboam? 1 Kings answers our question:

“Rehoboam son of Solomon was king in
Judah.

He was forty-one years old when he became
king, and he reigned seventeen vyears in
Jerusalem, the city the LORD had chosen out
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of all the tribes of Israel in which to put his
Name. His mother's name was Naamah; she
was an Ammonite.

Isn’t it the truth that Christians accept
everything in the Old Testament? Then why
do we read in the fifth chapter of the Gospel
of Matthew that: “Do not think that | have
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; |
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill
them. For truly, | say to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will

pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least
of these commandments and teaches others
to do the same will be called least in the

kingdom of heaven”.
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Now what should we do with the verses in
the twenty-third of Book of
Deuteronomy: “A mamzer, that is to say, one

chapter

born of a prostitute, shall not enter into the
of the Lord, the tenth

generation. The Ammonite and the Moabite,

church until
even after the tenth generation, shall not

enter into the church of the Lord forever”.

Weren’t, according to the Old Testament,
the Ammonites and the Moabites descended
from Ammon and Moab who were born to
Lot through incest with his daughters? Now,
in the account of Jesus’s genealogy we read
is the

product of the same incestuous unions that,

about Rehoboam whose mother

according to the Holy Bible, shall not enter
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into the Lord’s congregation even after the L;,);L, "y oo 4;?.13,, i"l‘t-".i‘ L o dols L
tenth generation.
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Most Holy Father,

What | wrote to you is just a small portion of
all the questions that can make a truth-
searching young mind busy. | have always
sought shelter in God and asked Him for
help. My biggest wish is to die when | have
found the truth. That's why | write to you: in
hope of receiving an answer which may lead

me to truth.

In the end, accept my sincere apologies for
having taken your precious time even for a

few minutes.

With every good wish to Your Holiness, | am,

Sincerely Yours,

Ali Safdari

25 december 2016
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