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4 THE METHOD IN CHESS

Foreword

Since 1990, from the time that [ moved to France, an important part of my work has been
giving chess lessons. The rating range of my "students" has covered more than 700 points.
Increasingly often I have had to think of how to explain to a player (and thereby to myself)
this or that aspect of the game.

After the setting up of my chess school in Cannes and after purposeful work with the most
promising young French players, important experience was accumulated. 1 noticed that, in
the overwhelming majority of cases, mistakes were made in positions where a player had a
definite choice.

The participants in individual and collective training sessions normally complain: "We are
not given any method. Every problem has to be solved anew."

For this reason the author made the difficult attempt to describe the move search algorithm
in critical positions.

I set myself the aim of creating a new theory, facilitating the work of a player and
increasing its effectiveness.

On the pages of this book the reader will see a number of rules being formulated for the
first time, generalising the processes taking place during play. Rules enabling certain well-
known postulates to be explained, and others to be looked at more critically.

The book consists of two sections: theoretical and practical.

The theory of the method analyses the conception of statics and dynamics, their various
elements, and also the hierarchy of the latter.

A knowledge of the basics of the method will result in a deeper understanding of the
practical part.

I regard chess as being an equivalent (adequate) exchange (Botvinnik).
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Theoretical Section

Chess has passed through a lengthy course of development and today it is continuing its
evolution so swiftly, that yesterday's evaluations look increasingly obsolete. The rise in the
importance of the competitive factor is the most marked tendency of modern chess.

The deciding of the 1997 world championship in a rapid-play game is the best
demonstration of this thesis. Victory in chess is certainly the undisputed aim, but this factor
should not prevail over the search for the truth, however difficult it may be.

As Alekhine wrote back in the 1920s, in chess it is important not what, but how.

With the appearance of computers, the technical level and the level of opening knowledge
is constantly rising.
Now the battle between two opponents passes through several critical points.

In many games the hierarchy of strategic factors, determining the evaluation of a
position, varies, and plans and ideas are transformed.
It is this that constitutes dynamism in chess.

The method on which I have worked, and which I offer here, enables the dynamic
evolution of strategic elements in a chess game to be foreseen, for them to be analysed, and,
in the end, for this process to be controlled.

This short paragraph comprises in concentrated form the move search algorithm in chess.

Thus to foresee the modification of the hierarchy of strategic factors is nothing other
than to be able to define critical positions. I suggest analysing critical positions on the
basis of their static state, without taking account of dynamic factors.

This aim is served by the proposed static balance.

Candidate moves are chosen in accordance with the static balance.

Here we should perhaps dwell on the concepts of 'static’ and 'dynamic' factors.

By 'static’ are implied factors that have an enduring effect.

Whereas dynamic factors are associated with a change in the state of a position, with
the energy of a breakthrough, with the coming into contact with the opposing army.

With the passage of time their role diminishes and reduces to nought.

Imagine the following situation: one of the warring sides is shut up in a castle, surrounded
by the enemy. A whole series of factors influence the actions of the opponents. Thus, for
example, the absence of food and drinking water may force the castle defenders to engage in
an open battle. Otherwise it may be better for them to strengthen the walls in the expectation
of winter, when the enemy will be forced to undertake a dubious storm, in order not to lose a
significant part of their army.
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For lady chess players I could suggest another comparison: between classical clothes and
footwear, and others, corresponding to the latest fashion, sometimes rather extravagant. The
latter are more costly, and demand immediate wearing, since soon it will be hard to find any
use for them.

If for one of the players the static balance is negative, he must without hesitation
employ dynamic means, and be ready to go in for extreme measures.

A brief resume

The move search algorithm:

1) Find a critical position (a turning point in the play, a moment when there is a
possible change in the hierarchy of strategic elements);

2) Draw up the static balance of this position, allowing it to be decided who in the
following phase should use static, and who dynamic means;

3) Consider the candidate moves and choose a specific move.

Between critical positions there are technical phases.

In my view, the separation of a game into opening, middlegame and endgame has no
great practical use.

To some extent it is even harmful, since already at a very early stage a game often
passes through several critical positions.
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I. Definition of a critical position

I suggest three criteria for the existence of a critical position.

1) A position in which a decision has to be taken regarding a possible exchange. If the
exchange is forced, there is no change compared with the previous critical position.

2) A position in which a decision has to be taken regarding a possible change in the
pawn formation. Especially of the central pawns.

3) The end of a series of forced moves. Here one should not draw a parallel between
forced moves and the moves relating to a combination.

To sense that a position is critical is already a great success.

Based on my training experience, I suggest that the reader should mark it with some sign.

It is useful to record the time spent thinking in each critical position, and after a game to
restore the static balance.

Note the points in a game when "great" players spend their time, the problems that they

solve in critical positions, and how much their play accelerates in so-called determined
positions.

I1. Drawing up the static balance

In drawing up the static balance I should like to pick out two important points.

First : I suggest a regressive scale of static factors, arranged in order of their
importance.

Second : certain factors exist in static and dynamic form.

Thus, for example, an uncastled king is a dynamic factor, whereas a destroyed king
position is undoubtedly a static one.

Another example : when we talk about bad bishops, we imply the fixed pawn formation of
one of the sides.

Whereas, in certain modifications of the Queen's Gambit, the bishop at c8 may prove to be
dynamically bad because of some specific variations.







































































































































































































































84 THE METHOD IN CHESS

31.2xf1 Wb6, 27.fxed f4) 27...fxe4 28 fxed
fxel 29.Wxel £g6 with a winning
position for Black.

But | performed a third variation on the
... & h4 theme...

25, .. 25
26, We2 £h4
27. Of1!

An excellent mar  1vre, consolidating
White's advantage. A powerful computer is
probably capable of analysing in a few
seconds the position after 27... &2+ 28.&h2
fKxd4 29.8.f4. The primitive 27...8&xel

Wxel Wh7 29.8c2 Ebe8 30.Wha Lg6
31.fxed fxed (31...dxed!?) 32.2¢2 Hxe6
would yet have allowed Black to emerge
with dignity from a difficult position.
Instead of this he chooses the most
unfortunate moment to rid himself of the
annoying rook at c6.

27. ... Ebé
28. Exbé cxb6
29, e7 S xe7
30. g4!

By energetic play Belyavsky achieves a
winning position.
30. ... L6
31. fxed
Understandably, with the flag about to
fall, one does not consider 31.gxf5 £h5
32.Wa2 &)c3.

31. .. fxed

32. £xbs £h4
And again ... & h4.

33. 2e3 £ xel

34, Wxel h5

35, Wel”! Wds

36. £g5?

White also deviates from the correct
course. Here and on the previous move he

should have played £e2.
36. ... Wde
37. Y6 Wxh4
38. Wxd5+ &f7
39. Wes fcd
40. Lxcd+ Wxcd

The time control is reached, but the blitz

and the exchange of compliments continues.

41. £14??
41.%)g3 was essential.

a1 .. hxgd
41..¥f7 was also good.

42. hxgd We2??

42.. .17 43. 95 Wxf5 44.gxf5 ExfS5
would effectively have won. But now there
is a draw by perpetual check.

Yh-Yh

No.21

L.Dorfman - I.Platonov
E15 - USSR Championship
First League, Tashkent 1980

Igor Platonov was the first grandmaster
whom [ was fortunate to meet while still a
child. I was one of the listeners at his
lectures, where he gave accounts of his
participation in important tournaments. I
remember the examples, confirming the
usefulness of studying the classical heritage.
Here I will give a commentary on our only
"normal" game. The rest were played in
simultaneous displays. Igor devoted all his
free time to philately, which explains why
such a profound analyst and talented
tactician became a rare guest in serious
competitions. Unfortunately, he suffered a
tragic death in November 1994.

1. d4 A
2. 4 e6

Platonov never avoided a theoretical
discussion, whether in the Nimzo-Indian
Defence or the Sicilian Najdorf.

3. 913 b6
4. 2 £a6
5. &bd2

L 4

Even today this variation remains topical,
along with 5.3 b7 6.2g2 2b4+ 7.8.d2
as (7...c5).

5 . &£b7
*

According to my analysis, Black can hold

the position in the complications after 5...c5.
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20. ... &xg5
21. hxgs Wxg5
22. f4 Wfe
23. 9f3 £b3
2
23...e4 24.dxed fred 25215 is hopeless for Black.
24, We2 &
25. fxeS Wds

Reality has exceeded my boldest
expectations. On the queenside Black's rook
and bishop have "lost their way".

26. d4 £b3
27. Hd2 £4ds
28. HNed E

This loses in one move. Against the most
tenacious 28...Ea6 1 was planning
29.82xd5+ Wxd5 30.Bf3 Eaa8 31.0e3 Wd7
32.g4 fxg4 33.EZf6, and 28..8xc4
29.¥ixc4+ g7 30.d5 De7 31.¥d4 does not
promise any consolation.

29. 4de
30. Dxe8?

The opponent could have been relieved of

unnecessary suffering, by playing 30.Wc4+

£xg2

g7 31.Yf7+ h8 32.0\xe8.
30. .. &ds
31. Of6+ g7
32. Eal
*
By habit I seek the exchange  the most
active enemy piece.
32. .. b6
33. Ea3 Exa3
34. bxa3 &1f7
35. g4 f4
36. Zh3 £g8
If 36...h6 there naturally follows 37.¢5.
37. Wed Hxes
38. dxeS Wd1+
39. <h2
1-0
No.25

I.Dorfman - A.Chernin
E39 - USSR Championship
First League, Volgodonsk 1981

This game was played in the last round. |
will try to convey the atmosphere
accompanying it. In the lead was Boris
Gulko, who already for a few years had
been fighting for the right to leave the
country. The first four prize-winners were to
qualify for the championship final. I was
sharing 2nd-5t places in a group half a point
behind. It would have been sensible to agree
a draw. But my attention was drawn by the
fuss made by three officials of the USSR
Sports Committee, who had unexpectedly
arrived the day before. It was not clear why
the aggressive Rashkovsky, who had long
before lost any chances, was playing against
Gulko with maximum concentration. I
strongly suspected that the results of the
games involving my rivals had been pre-
determined. Therefore I took the decision to
play uncompromisingly.

1. d4 Hfe
2. 4 e6
3. &He3

Chernin likes and is good at playing the
Meran Variation. But the text move also has
another explanation. A little earlier
Belyavsky and I had conducted a training
session with Petrosian, where, among other
things, we made a serious analysis of the
4.9 c2 variation in the Nimzo-Indian

Defence.
K £b4
4. We2 c5

*

The development of this variation
received a new impetus in the late 1990s,
but it is still not clear which of the
continuations 4...c5, 4...d5 and 4...0-0 is the

strongest.
5. dxc5 0-0
6. a3 2xc5
7. £f4

The alternative 7.9Y3 d5 8.8g5 (8.cxd5
exd5 9.2g5) 8...d4 9.0-0-0 e5 10.e3
promises little, as shown, for example, by
the game Lazarev-A.Sokolov, Bourbon
Lancy 1997. I prefer to follow our
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did I realise that [ was in for a sleepless

night. Here are some variations,
demonstrating the dangers of Black's
position:

A) 42...Bh4 43.&d4 BExg4 44.2d5 Bh4
(44...h5 45.e5 fxe5 46.%¢6) 45.%c6 Exed
46.Ba8+ &f7 47.d7 Ed4 48.d8=¥ Exd8
49.Bxd8 h5,

B) 42...hS5 43.Be7+ &f 13..2d8 44.Be6)
44.He6 27 45.d7.

In variation A the outcome depends on
whether Black is able t  rrange his pawns
at h3, g4 and f5. Then the position is a
theoretical draw. Otherwise White wins.
Everything was cleared up when the
envelope was opened. L __natov not only
did not seal the winning move, but he had
not even suspected its existence!

42. €5 fxeS
43, Led h5
44. Eh7 Eh4
Y-l
Black for  Philidor's position by 45.Exh5

Bxgd+ 46.5xe5 Bhd 47.8xg5 Eh.

No.28

LI.Dorfman - V.Gavrikov

E62 - Zonal Tournament,
Yerevan 1982

1. d4 V(S
2. c4 dé
3. Of3

*

White avoids the main line 3.%c3 e5
4.3 e4 5.90g5 &5 (5...We7), where even
today everything is far from clear.

3. . g6
*

Black can also persist in continuing his
original play with 3...8g4!? Here is a short
and amusing game on this theme:

LI.Dor....an - O.Romanishin
E61 - Ac_._. 2000

123 &)f6 2.c4 d6 3.5c3 £.g4 4.d4 g6 5.3
£g7 6.82¢2 0-0 7.0-0 c5 8.d5 €5 9.e4 DhS
10.g3 Da6 11.9h4 £xe2 12.Wxe2 HNf4
13.gxf4 Wxh4 14.f5 &h8 15.2h1 Hg8

16.Zgl gxf5 17.2¢5 1-0

4. g3
The premature fixing of the centre with
2...d6 does not now allov lack to choose a
symmetrical set-up with ¢6 and d5.
Therefore I consider it logical for White to
fianchetto his king's bishop.
4, .. c6
5. 4¢3 Was
This manoeuvre is typical of the variation
5..827 6.82g2 0-0 7.0-0 Wa5 8.¢4 WhS
9.e5 dxe5 10.Dxe5 Dg4 11.9f3 &\f6
12.Eel, where Black experiences serious
difficulties.
6. £d2
In this way White is able to parry not
only 6...2e4, but also 6...e5 because of
7.0e4 ¥d8 8. xf6+ Wxf6 9.2.g5 Web
10.dxes.

6. ... £g7
7. 2g2 0-0
8. &ds

*

White certainly does not want to allow the
opponent to become comfortably established
after 8.0-0 Wh3, thereby justifying the early
development of his queen.

8 . Wds
9. OHxf6+ 4.xf6
10. 0-0 ds

*

By a rather unusual way a formation
typical of "King's Indian symmetry" has
been reached. It is important to point out
that the static balance does not give
even a hint of an advantage to White.
His hopes are associated with dynamic
play, in order to convert his slight lead
in development into one of the static
advantages.

11. £hé6
12. Wad

Ze8
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*

This position has arisen by force after
21.d5! Before making the breakthrough it was
necessary to evaluate correctly the position
with the usual material correlation arising
after 28..Bbxb2 29.¥xb2 Zxb2 30.Exb2.

29, Wxd2 Wg7
30. b3

The situation has clarified. Although the
game lasts a further 27 moves, Black is
unable to create a critical position, in order
to shake the op, aent's static advantage.

30. ... Ec8
31. ed We3
32, We2 as
An important technical detail. If 32...Wc2
there follows 33. Wa6.
33. 2&he6 Nd7
34. Wed 2f7
35, W+ eS8
36. <&h2 Wd3
37, Wed Wde
38. We2
White chooses the most static

continuation, not allowing the opponent
even the slightest degree of activity
(38...0e5 39.Wb5+).

38. ... Wes
39. Ze3 Weo
40. Wod Wd6
41. We2 We6
42. e5

In a statically won position, for every
active move a player normally has to make
several prophylactic moves.

2. ... We7
43. £d4 &f7
44. W3+ Le8
45. Waq AT ;]

Black is constantly forced to defend his
numerous weaknesses.
46. L£f1
47. Wf3

White draws the knot ever tighter. Now
the bishop moves to dé.
47. ... Wh7
48. Wc3 Zds8

p=4,}]
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49. 2¢5 ad7
50. £d6 Hc8
51. ¥d2 We3
52. &bs
Signalling the start of the final attack.

52. ... Wrs
53. &c5 wWe7
54. ¥de &ds
55. fe3 hé
56. h4 We7
57. ¥Wd2

T  manoeuvre wins another pawn while
the character of the "play" remains
unchanged. It is easy to understand Black's
decision to put an end to the torture...

1-0

No0.29

E.Magerramov - I.Dorfman
E73 - USSR Cup, Kislovodsk 1982

1. d4 6
2. 4 g6
3. &3 fg7

In the early 1980s I began turning
increasingly often to an opening of my
youth - the King's Indian Defence. This was
explained by the following considerations.
In reply to the invitation to the Meran
Variation, White began increasingly often
employing 5.£.¢5. Whereas I was convinced
of the solidity of the Meran, I always
viewed the Botvinnik Variation with
suspicion. A sharp, violent attempt to seize
the initiative. After the expiry of two
decades my attitude to both variations has
not changed...

4. ed deé
5. fe2 0-0
6. £g5

This had not been played against me
before. | knew in general terms that in the
critical line 6...c5 7.d5 h6 8.8.f4 ¢6 9.dxe6
£xe6 10.2xd6 Ee8 it all ends in a draw.
But I did not feel confident about this, and I
decided to deviate.

6. ... &bd7
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30. b4 g7
31. a4 as
In the event of 32.a. ‘lack would have
been stalemated.
32. bxas
33. Ebi

Bes

*

A manoeuvre that has the aim of
exchanging the oppon s active rook. Once
again we can satisfy ourselves that dynamic
play is untimely: 33.. 16 Dxd6 34.Wxc5
Qxed 35.We3 @3 36.2d6 Dxe2+ 37 Wxe2

5)f3+ 38.2g2 BdS.
33 .. Exa$s
34. EbS Eao6

*

The exchange 34...Exb5? 35.cxb5 creates
a potential passed a-pawn, which is
impossible to stop.

35, 5!

The position is ripe for decisive action.
Now 35...dxc5 36.Wxc5 Of3+ 37. 8.xf3
Wxf3 (37..gxf3 38.9)d7 Wal+ 39.2h2 Wfl
40.¥c3+ g8 41.Wxf3) 38.WeS+ is
unsatisfactory for Black.

35, .. Zds
36. g2 dxc5
37. Hxds Wxds
38. Wxcs Wde

Black loses after 38...f6 39.Eb4 Ba7
40.0d7.
39. el
It is never too late to go wrong. After
39.00c8? Wxc5 « Exc5 Dd7 41.Ec4 Des
the position becomes equal.
39. .. Zxb6
Both players were seriously short of time,
and it is for this reason that the usually
tenacious Balashov loses so quickly. 39...f6
was a tougher defence.
40. ZExbé Wxb6
41. Wxe5+ fo
The outcome of the game is also decided
after 41...9)f6 42. £.xg4 Wc6:
A) 43.a5 Wxed+ 44.¥xed Dxed 45. 413
Nd6 (45...f5 46. L.xed fxed 47.g4 &f6
48.f4+—) 46.2xb7 \xb7 47.a6;
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B) 43.4f3 Wxa4 44.g4, with a decisive
advantage for White in both lines.
42, Whs
Black resigns. In the variations 42...Wc6
43 Wxgd+ &f7 44.8b5 and 42... Hd6
43. Wxg4+ Lf7 44.e5 he has no practical
saving chances.
1-0

No.34

L.Dorfman - S.Makarychev
D02 - USSR Championship
First League, Tallinn 1983

1. d4 Ht6
2. Of3 €6

3. g3 ds
) £Vbd7

Black prematurely reveals his intentions.
His aim is the freeing advance ... e6-e5.
White immediately changes plan and
switches to playing for e2-e4. If successful,
he will acquire an outpost at e5, and Black
will have problems with his light-square
bishop.

5 0-0 c6
*

I should like to give a miniature that is

very similar in style.

L.Dorfman - D.Guigonis
AO07 - French Championship, Meribel 1998

1.5f3 d5 2.g3 d7 3.d4 e6 4.2g2 Hgf6
5.0-0 2d6 6.5c3 a6 7.ed4 Hxed 8.5)xed
dxed 9.2)g5 £5 10.f3 exf3 11.5xe6 We7
12.Eel De5 13.dxe5 £bd 14.0xg7+ Wxg7
15.2xf3 £xel 16.2h5+ Le7 17.Wxel a5
18.¥c3 Ea6 19.Wxc7+ £d7 20.Wc5+ £d8
21.8.d2 Bc6 22.Wxa5+ Re7 23.2bd+ 1-0
6. Dbd2 adeé

*

Here 6...b6, mixing two difterent plans. is
inappropriate. White breaks through in the
centre with 7.e4, although it is still possible
for him to revert to traditional Catalan pla:
by 7.c4 £b7 82 Le7 9.e4.













































PRACTICAL APPLICATION

20...2.xe4 21.Exd7 Black would only have

been slightly better.
18. .. &Hxds
19. 2¢3 £xb2
20. Zabl £d4

Obviously, Black should not exchange
rooks, which was possible after 20...%c3?
21.Eel.

21. EHel Zd8

In the subsequent forcing play the rook
may be able to support the passed d-pawn
from this square.

22. 4 b5

23. Has $a8
24, 9Hb3 &He3
25. Eb2 £ds
26. &Hxd4 cxd4

Now the previous comment becomes
clear.
27.82d2
White gets rid of the central passed pawn.
After 27.a3 d3 28.Ed2 De2+ 29.%f1
(29.2h1 Ee8 30.Eedl £c4) 29...8.c4 he
would have had no hope of saving the game.
27. .. £xa2
28. Hxd4 Ec8
But not 28...HExd4 29.Ee8+ g7
30.8e5+.
29. f3 as
30. £h4 ad

*
Play against the rules, since the "correct"

30...b4 leads to a theoretical draw after
31.Ed8+ Exd8 32.£xd8 a4 33.£a5 Dd5

34.8xb4 H\xb4 35.Hed.
31. Zds+ Exd8
32. £xd8 £\ds
33, 8¢5

33.82a5 £c4 34.Eal was a more
tenacious defence.

33. .. f6
34, &cl 2f7
35. 22 SLc4
36. Eed g5

An accurate manoeuvre, the aim of which
is to drive the enemy rook off the 4t rank.
37. g3 &9b4

125

38. el f5
The rook is trapped in the middle of the
board.

39. Zes &Hd3
40. Exf5+ g6
41. Eds &Hixel
42. Ed6+ &f7
43, Zd7+ Le6
44, Exh7 a3

45. Ea7 b4

46. >d2 &Hb3+
47. Le3 Nes
48. <d4

It is amusing that twice in the game I
declined the sacrifice of a rook, whereas my
opponent suffered for having accepted such
a sacrifice. Before the curtain White has
time to pick up two more pieces.

48. ... b3

49, Exa3 b2

50. &xc5 b1=¥
51. &xcd We2+
52. &d4 Wh2+
53. Ec3 Wd2+
54. Ed3 Wxh2
55. Ee3+ DS
56. Hes5+ f6
57. Eed Wxg3

0-1
No.42

V.Epishin - .Dorfman
D20 - Belgrade GMA 1988

1. d4 ds
2. c4 dxcd
3 ed

The most dangerous weapon against the
Queen's Gambit Accepted. If [ sometimes
hesitate to employ his opening, it is only
because of 3.e4.

K &6
4

Black takes the most strategic course.
3...e5 4.9Y3 exd4 5.8xc4 Dc6 6.0-0 Keb
7.8xe6 fxe6 8. Wp3 Wd7 9. Wxb7 EbS
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19. .. dxc4!
Now or never. The threat of c4-c5 forces
an immediate dynamic reaction.
20. 9b4
¢
Black subtly noticed that the knight at d3
was undefended in the variation 20.bxc4 e5

21.dxe5 &f7!
20. .. Hds
21. bxc4 Dxe3
22. Exc3

Again we have a critical position. The
Bosnian player directs all his energy
towards preventing the advance of the white

c-pawn.
22, ... eS!
23. dxe$S DI
24. 9Hb3

*

Black's defence is constantly based on the
concrete features of the position. After
24.De4 Exe5! 25.Dxf6 g7 26.%g4 Be7
White suffers serious loss of material.

24, .. c5
*

Maintaining the tension. Black loses after
24.. . Dxe5 25.c5 Lf8 26.Dxc6 Dxcé
27.cxb6!

25. &£xb7+?

A mistake, squandering the advantage that
White has accumulated bit by bit. It could
have been maintained by the obvious (for
me included) 25.9c6 Lxc6 26.2xc6 Exes
27.a4! But the problem was that I judged
my position to be clearly, and not just
minimally better. And here a variation
turned up, passing off the desirable for the
actual...

25, .. &xb7
26. Hds ExeS
*

After the anti-positional 26...fxe5 27.2)f6
Ze7 28.%e4 White would have established
the long-awaited blockade.

27. Eb1 Le6
28. O)f6 g7
29. Hds Nd6

THE METHOD IN CHESS

30. Ed3 H(e8!

The finale to a splendidly conducted
defence. Black has a static advantage.
Note that the pawn capture 30...2xc4?
31.9e7+ would have been inappropriate.
Beginning from this point, White readjusts
and employs dynamic means.

31. f4!

The sole narrow path to equality.
Unsatisfactory is 31.9)d2 Dxc4 32.8Db4+
cxb4 33.Dxc4 Bd5! 34.Bxd5 &xdS
35.8xb4 L8 (35...8c3 36.Ddxb6+!)
36.9xb6+ &c5!

31, .. Bh5
32. g4 Hha
33. h3 Exh3

Black has to be satisfied with a draw after
33...0xc4 34.2g2 Db2 35.Bd2 N4
36.8d3.

34, g2 Eh4

A subtle "loss of tempo". White is out of
danger after 34..Bh67 35.9d2 g5 36.Ef1
gxf4 37.5\xf4.

35. &g3
36. Hd2

Thanks to Black's intermediate move, he

was able to reply to 36.g5 with 36...f5+.
36. .. g5
37. Ed1?

The players had given up much time and
effort on the preceding play, and were now
in a time scramble. It is this that explains the
exchange of "compliments". 37.fxg5 &Le5+
38.5f4 was essential.

Zh6

37. .. gxfd+
38. Hxf4

Not 38.exf4 £.d4!
38. .. fLes
39. g5 Zg6
40. Hf3 Ded+?

With this last move before the time
control Black repays the debt. White would

have had no hope of saving the game after

40...%\xc4 41.8cl b5!
41. g2 Ze7
White's counterplay is also sufficient for a
draw after 41..Bgg8 42.8d7.









PRACTICAL APPLICATION

My opponent had little time left, and I set
him a psychological problem. The advance
of the b-pawn appears to be a danger. In fact
White should have waited for it, and only
then moved his queen.

33, Weq? Whs

After this the exchange of rooks inevitably
follows, and White will have no way of
opposing the enemy offensive on the
queenside. And he is unable to activate his
majority on the other side of the board, due
to loss of material resulting from the lack of
a shelter for his king.

34, Ed2 Ede6
35. Exd6 2xd6
36. Wds Le7
37. Weq+ &d8
38, Wds DeT
39. f4 We2
40. Wa2 W+
41. &c2 Weq+
42. &bl Weq+
43. &al Lc6

Gradually the preconditions are created
for transposing into a won pawn ending.
44. h4 cd
45, Was
Now the queen has to be kept at a
distance, to avoid the exchange, as in the
possible variation 45.&a2 Wd3 46. Wxd3
cxd3 47.%b1 &ds.

45. .. We2
46. e4 Wd1+
47. a2 £ .xf4

The rest is of no interest, and is explained by
White's unwillingness to accept the inevitable.

48. Wfs Wh3+
49. £al c3

50, Wc8+ £c7
51. fcl c2

52. £&hb2 Wed
53. 2cl Wed+

0-1
No.53

G.Kamsky - [.Dorfman
D78 - Paris 1990
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1. &f3 g6
It always seemed to me that Kamsky
played best in simple positions.
Therefore I was pinning my hopes on
complications.
2. c4
3. d4

ag7

*

With this move order White is not able
to avoid the Griinfeld defence. After 3.e4
e5 4.d4 exd4 5.Dxd4 Df6 6.)c3 0-0
7.8e2 Ee8 8.f3 c6 9.0-0 d5 Black
successfully opens the centre and takes
the initiative.

3. . &f6
4. g3 0-0
5. fg2 c6

[ am simply unable to make any
other move here! I think that only this
type of centre guarantees Black a good
game.

6. D3 ds
7. b3

A continuation often employed by
A .Petrosian, Romanishin and... me. The
alternative is 7.cxd5 cxd5 8.%eS.

7. .. dxc4
*

Again this is a critical position. Black
concedes the centre and allows his opponent
an outpost on ¢35, relying on the dynamic
resources of the position. 7...%Wb6 is
probably more solid. In the game Dorfman-
Uhlmann, West Berlin 1989, Black played
the opening in exemplary fashion: 8.¢5
Wxb3 9.axb3 L.g4 10.b4 Dbd7 11.€3 ab
12.80d2 e5 13.0-0 Efe8, which, however,
did not prevent him from losing the
resulting ending.

8. Wxcd &ab
9. 0-0 afs

In this formation it is not easy for the
black queen to find work. Black plans to
exchange it by ... ¥ d8-b6-b4. For White
it would have been logical to play 10.Zel
(10.8e5), aiming to seize space, and, more
important - avoid simplification.
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24. &Hxc6 £a3
2

I could have retained the a7 pawn, but the
passive nature of the position frightened me
in the variation 24...8f6 25.£e3 a6

26.£b6.

25. Hxa7 Zbs
26. &6 Eb1+
27, &2 18
28. Qe3
Directed against 28... £¢5.

28. ... hSs
29, fed Ebs
30. Hd4 Eb2
31. 5Hf3 £dé6
32. Hgs Bbs
33, 2d3 Eas
34, 2f3 2c5
35. h4 £xe3
36. fxe3 Eadq
37. &bs Eb4

In the majority of cases a rook can
hold the position against two minor pieces,
even when there are three symmetric pawns.

38. £c6 e6
39, ed Eb6
40. 2ad4 Ea6
41. 2bs Ba3+
42. 32
42.85f4 e5+.

42. .. He7
43. &f3 Bas
4. 2d3 e5
45. 2c4 f6
46. 24d5s BcS
47. Hel Hce3
48. Og2 B2+
49, <f3 Be3+
50. He3 &f8
51 &R o7
52. Re6 Bd3
53. &\ds 2d2+
54. &e3 Ece2
55. %f3 ZcSs

I think it was here that 1 offered a draw.
My opponent said not a word, nor made any
gesture, to show that he had been addressed.

I respect an uncompromising approach to
chess, but I have a different attitude to
boorishness. This was our second (after the
handshake before the game) and last
contact. It is this that explains the end to the
game, a strange one for this level of players.

56. £d7 17
57. He3 Hc3
58. g4 hxgd+
59. Lxgd 5
60. exfS gxfs
61. £xf5 ed+
62. &f4 Exe3
63. &xe3 g7
64. hS
Y-l
No.54

M.Illescas - I.Dorfman
B14 - French League 1991

1. c4 c6

2. ed ds

3. exd5 cxd5S
4. cxd5 &fe
5. &c3 &Hxds
6. Hf3 €6

7. d4 2b4

Only seven moves have been made, and
the static balance is catastrophic for White.
His thoughts are associated with play
against the enemy king. This is why Black
tries to initiate play in the centre and on the
queenside, diverting the enemy forces from
the direction of the main blow.

8.8d2

The play is sharper after 8 Wc2. Here are a

few typical games: 8...8)c6 9.£d3 LaS5:
A) 10.8e4 Dxd4 11.5xd4 Sxc3 12.bxc3
Wxd4 13.0-0 Wxc3 14.%b1 f5 15. b5+
Df7 16.8f3 Wc7 17.8b2 £d7 18.We2
Ehe8 19.82e5 Wc5 20.2abl £b6 21.2xb7
Bad8 22.Wh5+ g8 23.8xg7 Lxg7
24. g5+ &f7 25.Wh5+ g7 26. g5+ &f7
27.¥h5+ Le7 28. Wha+ Yi-%, Hiibner-
Hracek, European Team Championship,
Batumi 1999;
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rooks, the d-pawn will complete the decisive
march.
42. hS
In the variation 42.Bg5 a5 43.Hg4 EfS
the white rook ends up out of play.
42, .. Zas
43. h6 g5
After he runs out of pawn moves, White is
forced to take on a5.

44. Exas bxa5+
45. Lxas Les
46. a6 ds

47. cxd5

47.a5 dxc4 48.2b7 c3 49.a6 c2 50.a7
c1=¥ 51.a8% Wh1i+ is hopeless for White.

47. .. exd5
48. &b7 d4
But of course, not 48...&b4? 49.2b6.
49, a$ d3
50. a6 d2
51. a7 di=W
52. a8=W Wd7+

A mating finish is unavoidable: 53. %58
(53.%a6 Wb5+) 53..%b6,
0-1

No.57

I.Dorfman - M.Tal
E38 - Barcelona 1992

This game took place at a point when Tal
was leading with 2% out of 3, whereas every
evening (four times!) from 23.00 to one
o'clock in the moming I was playing on an
unfinished game with Mikhail Gurevich. |
have to be thankful to him, since I got into a
playing rhythm and won one of my best
tournaments after leaving the USSR. And
yet my opponents, to a man, were all very
strong: Korchnoi, Lautier, Akopian,
Romanishin, Ivan Sokolov...

1. d4 &6
2. c4 €6
3. He3

Given the former World Champion's
opening erudition, when playing him one
can hope for something only with direct,
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tough play.

K
4. W2

While out walking with my fellow team

member, Valery Salov said: "In the Nimzo-Indian
Defence there is only the variation 4. Wc2/".

4. .. cS

5. dxc5 W7

The alternative is 5...&xc5 6.9)f3 (6.Lf4

d5 7.e3) 6..Wb6 (6...b6) 7.e3 Le7 (7...a6
8.9a4 Lb4+ 9.82.d2 Wa5 10.c5%) 8.4 d6
9.8e2 0-0 10.8e3 Wc7 11.5)d4. The
danger for White in the branch chosen by
his opponent is the need to play concretely
and energetically. After all, Black has the
same trumps as in the Sicilian Defence
(extra pawn in the centre and a favourable
endgame). It is sufficient for him to
complete a "hedgehog" set-up, and White's
4th and 6t moves will become inappropriate.

£b4

6. a3 £xc5
7. b4 Le7
8. &bs!

2
After 8.¢5 the static balance is now

favourable for White due to the backward d-
pawn and the weakness of the dark squares.
But his opponent is rescued by the dynamic
8...d6 9.5\b5 ¥cé.

8. . Weo

9. o3

4
The position is full of latent resources.

Wild complications are provoked by the
development of the other minor piece:
9.8f4 d6 10.Ed] e5 11.2g5 a6 12.8xf6
axb5 (12...gxf6 13.83c3 Wxc4 14.¢3)
13.8xg7 Bg8 14.¥xh7 Bxg7 15.Yxg7
Zxa3 with a strong initiative for Black.

9. .. dé

10. &fd4

L 4
I hope one day to try 10.g4 a6 11.2bd4

Wed 12.Wxed Dxe4 13.4g2, found in
Reykjavik in 1994 during the Iceland-
France match. Just before the French version
of my book was published, | saw an analysis
by Dvoretsky and Yusupov of a similar
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18. ... Wf6?
A loss of concentration. 19.Wxf6 gxf6
could not be seriously expected.

19. @Wph3! &h8
20. Eadl Hes
21. SHed

As a result of the mistake, the white
knight moves from g3 to ¢5 and new efforts
are required of Black. Nevertheless, it is
worth remembering that, because of the
compromised position of his king and the
weaknesses at €3 and a3, White has to seek
dynamic chances.

21, ... Dxf3+
22. Exf3 We7
23. &5 e5

24, EBf2 f4

25. exf4?

25.2df1! was correct, not freeing the €5
square for the black queen.

25. .. exf4
26. Edf1 Wes
27. Y43

Nothing is achieved by 27.5)d3 Wd4 or
27.g3 2h3 28.gxf4 Whs.

27. .. hé
28. He2?

Again a mistake in a critical position.
Lautier once said that everyone plays move
by move, and after the game says that they
were carrying out plans. I will not argue
with this. Each plays in his own way. But, as
a minimum, a guide may be provided by the
pawn formation and the exchange of pieces.
Here the fragile position of White's king
obliges him to seck the exchange of queens.
28 Weq Wxed 29 D xed g5 30.h4 leads to
approximate equality.

28. .. Wes
29, W3 Ha7
30. <hl

The one-move trap did not work (30.EeS5
Exa3), and Black has to waste time.

30. .. Baf7
31 Eef2 g4
32. h3?

The decisive mistake in severe time
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trouble. White should defend with 32.&e4!

followed by Dd2.
32. .. 3
33. hxgd
33.gxf3 8xh3 34.Eg1 WhS is hopeless.
33, .. Wha+
34. gl fxg2
0-1
No.59

G.Flear - I.Dorfman
EO0O0 - Polanica Zdroj 1992

1. d4 €6
2. ¢4 2bd+
3. &c3

This was the idea behind my preparations.
The English grandmaster is very
conservative. Therefore 2.¢4 could not be
expected, nor 3.2d2, the strongest move
here. After all, he invariably plays the
4.%c2 variation in the Nimzo-Indian

Defence.
3. . cS
4. d5

In the resulting critical position White has
to take a decision about his central pawn
formation. The choice is quite broad, but
unattractive: 4.dxc5 Lxc3+ 5.bxc3 ¥as,
when White has numerous weaknesses,
4.a3, transposing into the S&misch Variation,
or 493 cxd4 5.%xd4 ©f6 6.g3, where in
the main line after the Karpov-Kasparov
matches it has all been analysed to a draw.

4. .. £xc3+
5.  bxc3 Was

If 5...4)f6, then 6.f3 looks good.
6. ed!

A promising pawn sacrifice, after the
acceptance of which White develops an
initiative by 6...Wxc3+ 7.2d2 Wd4 (or
7..We5 8.8d3 d6 9.9f3) 8.f3 (8.2f3

"Wxed+ 9.2€2) 8..8e7 9.8l 0-0 10.De2.

6. ... 26
7. £d2

Again a successful reply. 7.Wc2 Hxe4 or







































PRACTICAL APPLICATION

would have prolonged the conversion of
White's advantage.

30. Wai Hcs
31. BEhbh2 Wd4
32. De2

The winning move. The queen has to
return home, leaving the opponent with his
central pawn. 32...Wc5 loses to 33.8c3.

32. .. Wa7
33. Exes gc7
34, Hd2 Sg8
35. &f4

With the fall of the pawn, the knight has
gained access to the e6 square.
35 ... Wes
36. Zel We3
The exchange of queens is the best
practical resource, but the numerous
weaknesses in Black's position do not allow
him to set up a defence.

37. Wxcel Hxc3
38. Ebh2 Bc7
39. Hebl g5
40. £eb6 Lxe6
41. dxe6 Exe6
42. Exb7 Exb7 -
43. Sxb7 g7
44. g2 Bed
45, Hel

1-0

175
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Index of openings

Flank Openings
A00 89, 190, 204; A04 138; A07 110

English Opening

All 77; A12 78; A13 25, 60, 69, 70, 135,
143; Al4 58, 136; A20 167, 192; A21 8,
199; A22 17; A28 38; A29 37, 129; A3027;
A34 25,128, 182; A37 155

1.d4 Miscellanous
A40 173, 184; A41 191; A45 72, 188, 191;
A46 29, 104; A53 56, 115

Benko Gambit
AS57 88

Modern Benoni
A63 15

Dutch Defence
A87 196

Scandinavian Defence
BO1 183

Alekhine Defence
B05 133

Pirc Defence/Modern Defence
B06 140; BO7 200

Caro-Kann Defence
B14 151; B19 186, 187

Sicilian Defence

B21 203; B22 16, 50; B28 9, 132; B31 48;
B33 36: B38 189; B42 178, 185; B52 39;
B56 169; B57 102; B60 48, 54; B81 67; B&3
47,95, B87 105; B88 61; B90 24

French Defence
Cl10 184

Giuoco Piano
C54 121
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Ruy Lopez/Spanish
C65 65; C78 51; C80 80; C82 82, C99 74

1.d4 d5 Miscellaneous
D02 110, 181

Queen's gambit

D11 145, 180; D17 179; D20 125; D21 33;
D27 32; D28 160; D30 177; D31 153, 171;
D34 118; D35 9; D45 86, 147

Griinfeld Defence
D78 71, 149; D85 28, 116; D91 194; D93
34,195, D97 119, 124

Catalan Defence
EO00 162; E03 38; E04 30, 193; E06 112

Queen's Indian
E1393; E15 26,84, 178, 198

Nimzo-Indian
E32 164; E38 38, 158; E39 91

King's Indian Defence
E60 53; E61 98; E62 98; E73 100; E82 201;
E91 108; E95 63; E97 198

To contact the author:

For individual or group training period or
simultaneous games, please contact:

Tossif Dorfman

15 bis boulevard St Charles,

06100 Le Cannet, France

t€1.(33) 492 18 02 59, fax (33) 492 18 02 59,
e-mail: leopoldorf@aol.com

or www.game-mind.com
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