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EVIL SIDE OF TECHNOLOGY

“Don’t Forget Your Childhood” is one of the movies competing
in the 27th International Festival of Films for Children and Young
Adults. In the press conference of the movie, Mohammad Hassan
Najm, producer of the movie said: “One of the problems of our
society is existence of technology without knowing how to use
it. We know technology has good side and bad side. We tried to
show how this evil side of technology has affected our children,
though our movie may have some weaknesses. Our budget was
also limited, so we did not make some of the clips which were
\necessary for the script! . )

The Story was Based on a True Story

Hadi Mohaghegh in the press conference for his film “Bardou”
explained about the concept of reality in his film. Mohaghegh,
the director of the film stated, “Technically, a film is begun with
a frame picture, a concept and a memory.” He continued that
the film was based on a true story happened to his brother. He
continued, “There were nights when he was telling me this story
and its toughness and | felt it can be narrated in a film. The soldier
and Bardou are not representing classic good and evil."He believes
that destiny has multiple functions in this film. This destiny makes
\people face each other. - )
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MOVIES FOR SMART CHILDREN

“Kindergarten Operation” is one of the movies competing in
the 27th International Festival of Films for Children and Young
Adults. In the press conference of the movie, after its screening
Farzad Ajdari, director of the movie said: “If | had made it with
cheap material, neither of us would be here. | wanted to make a
movie to honor children’s dignity as audiences. | think children
are so smart to find out directing or writing pitfalls of the movies
very easily. Children watch movies in a way we cannot. If you
make a movie with interesting subject, then everyone likes to

watch it
\ - J

A Journey from Real World to Fantasy

Amir Shahab Razavian director of “Time Machine” in the press
conference of his film said that the story was initially suggested to me
by Manuchehr Shahsavari and | was impressed by its imaginary theme
and rewrote it with some of my friends. | never abuse children in my
works. In this film we made an attempt to travel from the real world to
fantasy and make it different comparing to other woks. Amir Saharkhiz,
who worked on the visual effects of the film also explained about the
one year process on the visual effects of the film. He believed the
capacity of Iranian cinema is not sufficient for such films and Iranian

\cinema has not reached to this potential yet.
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INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION
OF ISFAHAN FILM FESTIVAL

Amir Esfandiari, director of International Department of Farabi
Foundation, in an interview explained about place International
Festival of Films for Children and Young Adult among other
remarkable and effective film festivals related to children and
young adults and stated, Isfahan’s festival possesses a good place
but it can be even better with more publicity which requires more
international media presence. The other point is that, changing
the place of festival is not good news regarding international
issues. Isfahan International Festival of Films for Children and
Young Adult has had a good reputation and secretary of other
festivals are enthusiastic to attend at this festival, not just for a

Qoresence but they are interested in being here as jury member.
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UNDENIABLE EFFECT O lCIN-E/\/\A ON OUR LIVES

Mahtab keramati Iranian actress and UNICEF National Ambassador
in Iran in an interview explained about her UNICEF activities.
In this interview she emphasized on the undeniable effect of
cinema not only on children’s lives but also on adults’ lives. She
believed currently, cinema is working as an effective tool for
culture improvement and delivering the message society needs
Q hear. Cinema must be entertaining as well as informative.

“My Colleague and | in cinema realize that we should not
underestimate role of cinema”. Keramati continued, “Delivering
its proposed messages, UNISEF has always considered the role
of cinema. If we classify cinema regarding these issues, it can be
categorized as , documentary, fiction, animation or using cinema
stars or cineastes to achieve UNICEF goals which are supporting
children around the world.”
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It is the second year that UNICEF is collaborating with International
Festival of Films for Children and Young Adults (ICFF). Jafar Goodarzi,
one of the judges of UNICEF Jury believes that collaborating with
UNICEF is so important and fruitful for ICFF and added “UNICEF has
always been the supporter of this festival.” Well-known producer
Fereshteh Taerpour, who is one of the judges, also believes that

Qvorking with UNICEF should continue since this foundation is the

best place for promoting children related issues. Bahare YeganeFar,
head of public relations of UNICEF branch in Iran and one of the
judges said the most important criteria for awarding a movie is that
the movie must work on one of the rights of children and be free from
any political agenda. Pantea Masoumi, added the winning movies
are those who also pay attention to the suitability of the subject for
their main children target.
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@ildren they must show them unreality.

CHILDREN CAN UNDERSTOOD ARTY FILM

We have to educate children with movies we make. It's possible to
show them something different. And the biggest problem for me
is we don't show movies with real character. It's always cartoon and
dreamy world and 3D. some people think if they want to amuse

My film,'on the sly” can be seen by everybody and also by children.
They canrelate to it and it's very interesting because it’s sort of art film
for children with simple story and slow pace. It's not like the pixar or
Disney movies that children used to see. so it's possible to make arty
movie for children and they can be understood by children.
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TRANSLATING FANTASY ELEMENTS INTO CINEMA LANGUAGE

In the second workshop of the 27th International Festival of Films for
Children and Young Adults, Iranian cineastes and critics talked about role
of fantasy in children and young adults cinema. Critics Ali Alaei and Nima
Hassani Nasab, director and animator Bahram Azimi, directors Ferial
Behzad and Farzad Ajdari, visual effects director Amir Hossein Saharkhizs
and Amirreza Motamedi and child actress Tarlan Parvane were present.
Alaei explained about five key factors in any fantasy movie, i.e. happy

@ding, battle of good and evil, punishment of evil in the end, presence

of magic and the harmony between mythical story and children logic.
Hassani Nasab said the most important thing in making fantasy movie is
to translate fantasy elements into cinema language.

Saharkhiz pointed that the mere existence of technology is not enough,
we need people who are capable of using this technology artistically.
Motamedi added:“Since our cinema is economically sick, directors prefer
not to experiment new things, which is why the number of fantasy
movies in our cinema is so limited.”
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