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Combinations
involving diagonals

In chis chapter we shall examine combinatons
which exploit an open diagonal. Ar the same time
we shall learn how we can open 3 blocked |Jiu.5-:h|'|uJ
by ractical means. OF course the main pieces
proht Froam an open dingonal are the queen and the
bishops, The bishops in particular are dependent on
open diggonals o develop therr tull potental. Bue
the ocher picces must also suppornt the armacking
et |.1-]-' the bishop.

In some combinations based on diagonals we shall
see tactical moefs we already know: the discovered
amack (a subjecr which was mreared in Build -!'.-Ir.l:l Your

Cibe £, Chaprer 7). deflection, erc.
The long diagonal

Diagram 15-1

Simul aneous game

An open |l.r:|.|-_; iIi.‘IE.l.‘I:I:Iﬂl and che weakness of the black
spuares inspire White to a maring aneack.
1.5150
Threatening Sihi# or SixeT#.
1...8xh4
|...gxf5 boses on the spor 1o 2.Bgd fupd 3. Wxgdt,
4 [-..EJ_{_":-- then 2.8cl! Edl (2.8l 3574
2.8 3WhG—) 38xdl W5 4Wd4 £
8 Bodt—.
2. Whs!
The threas is once more $1hiGE,
I 2, Whs, then 3.£167#; while 2 g5 s followed
|.'|].' 1, B chd 5 4. 8047
1-0
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Combinations invalving diagonals

Dviagram 15-2
Munich Olympiad 1958
1. 8xe5! Bxc2?
This intermediate move is refured in an instructive

- - F=. - .
wav, l.fxed is mer by 2,800 and White wins ar
least the mh'.l.ngu- since 2. Bb7F loses vo 3.5 7.

2.8xg7! Hxcl 3860
Threatening Bhi,
3.8 4. %xcl
White has rwo pieces teor the rook and a IO
artack on the king.
d.. el 5. Y7

Lilack is losing the di-pawn as well, so he decided
to put an end o his torture,
1-0

Driagram 15-3
L. Schmid .."'L“..l.'-.'q-:!-i'-lrrlll
Hi.'il.ll'"H.'rF 141440

L.Exg2f!

Black opens the long diagenal with a combinarion.
2.hxgd Bxf24!

White resigned, in view of 2.8xf2 3t 3845
Wef2t 4. b1 Weelf 5002 B2+ 6.2h1 e2—,

Diagram 15-4

1505

Whire is well placed here and finds an elegane way w
finish the A
1. S1xf74!

L%hd! b5 2.pd4— or 1.8xh7! Sxh? 2. Whit $g8
3 W h0+— would also be __ﬂ,l:rl.'ll.‘l..
1...54xf7

1..-Exf7 is followed by 2.8x7 ©xf7 3. ¥hi! el
{3, 81xh6 4,671+ 4.8 le= and chen Eck!,
2. ¥ha!

Black resigned, on account of 2..8gR (2. Sxhi
37T WG 4800 3.8x7 BIR 4.8d5— Wxho
i.ﬁrT E[.’._ ﬁ.ﬂ =?':|i|-'!.
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Diagram 15-5

T Ei w

b Ld 4= LA N =] OO

— bk b R Lm TR =l 05

Tacrics 7

Opening a blodied diagonal

As we have already seen, sometimes a blocked
dingomal can be opened. This verv ofien happens
after a pawn sacribce, bur more cosly sacrifices
are alss posable in onder, e to 2covate a queen +
bishop batwery.

Diiagram 15-5

F Englund — A Perfiliey
Srawcklsalim 19205

1.d5!

White breaks open Black’s defenees.
1..cxdS 2.Bxf5! exfS

Black voluntarily allows the opening of the long
ﬂ:l.:lg-u:l'.lL Jﬁgﬁ ;'!-.E:-:gﬁ.i wontld have been better.
F.eb! Wxdé 4.8b2+— Bdd7 5.exd? Wxfb 6, dxelt- B
1-0

Diagram 15-6

i ||...:i'r1|.=r_'|a:i|'|:'r... NSouza Mendes

Rie Hordes 190645

Whire prepares for the opening af the lq:-ng 1|i.age_'.|nu|.
1.hs g6

1 ..._g;.l:hﬁ i% alsg pnewered h:,-' 2 Bell—,
2.8eh LcB 3.458

3, 5a2 intending o4 and d5, 15 also good.
3. Bxet 4.5 d20

4.dxeh allows Black o obrain counterplay by
4...2ldd.
4...BF7H

4...Eg8 would be a bic more stubborn: 5.%d4 Be7
fod W7 7.duett Wxeh 8.7t Tel 9. ¥xh7 Fch
10.Eb11+—.
5. Wd4t

& dxeh is alwo E-_l:lnri.
5...Hgh bcdi—

The quecn and |.'r.i=.|:|u[.| |!|-u.I.I:L-.r:|-' gaves White a
powertul arack.
6. BB 7.dxet Bfa7 8.What &e7 0.8 7421

There is a simpler win by 9. ¥xh7t (Korov),
9. Exet?

9,.. %l is a berrer defensive v, although Whire
reraLins a sErong artack with 10. %5,
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Combanaoions involving diagonals

10. 866t &d7 11.8d11 e

110k loses immediarely to 12.8e6?, While
if 11... %R, then 12.%c6t &e? (12,57 13,847t
Bud7 14.Wad 75 We7 15.8d510-) 13.8d4
12 8e5%
1-0

Combinations on other :ii.niulu.ll
And here are rwo more beawciful and instrucrive
tu'.l.mpl.-lt:i: of combinations in'ﬂrlving i rl'i:.gn:rml

Diagram 15-7
The emd of a srudy by

5, Kaminer

1925

1.&d6!

After this quier move, Black is in zugzwang. Hs
must pin the g2-pawn and control both the el-
h4 diagonal and the d8-h4 diagonal, Even a piece
as strong as the queen s overloaded with these
numerous tasks,

1. Wi

Logd 287t —; 1. %e2 2.Eg34; 1. Wel 2,531,
Lgit!

A draw would be the ourcome afer 2.8 xf4 ufd
g3t g3t 498082 BgS 5. 0xgi-.
2. Wxgit 3. 8ag3#

Diagram 15-8
The end of a sty by

1922

- bJd i dm LA S =] DO
S

How can White stop the a-pawn?
L.d3n

He prepares a beauriful maring arack!
l...a2 2.cdtl Ees

2..dxc3 clearly loses mo 3,83,
3.bT al =B

King moves are simply mer by 4.8xd4,

4. feT#

—_ ka2 e B e Oh =] om

[n the mese which follows, please try to exploir the
power of the pieces which move diagonally, the queen
and the hishop,
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Exercises
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Exercises
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