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Von Himmel sank in wilder Meere Schauer
ein Tropie bangend, gré flich schlug die Flut.
Doch lohnte Gott bascheidnen Glaubensmut
und gab dem Tropien Kraft und Dauer.
Thn schlo‘B die stille Muschel ein,
und nun, zu ewgem Ruhm und Lohne,
die Perle gl rzt an unsers Kaisers Krone

mit holdem Blick und mildem Schein.
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AY M, s v

Requite injury with kindness. To the good I would be good; to
the evil would also be good, in order to make them good.. With
the faiful I would keep faith; with the unfaithful I would also
keep faith, in order that they may become faithful. He who has no
faith in others will find no faith in them. Keep behind, and you
shall be put in front; he that humbles himself shall be preserved;
he that bends shall be made straight. He wh- is great makes humil-
ity his base. He who, conscious of being strong, is content to be
weak,—he shall be the paragon of mankind. To know, but to be as
one not knowing, is the height of wisdom. The Sage knows what is
in him but makes no display; he respects himself, but seeks no honor
for himsefl. All things in nature work silently; they come into
being and possess nothing; they fulfil their function and make no
claim. All things alike do their work, and then we see them sub-
side. When they have reached their bloom each returns to its origin.
Reurning to their origin means rest, or fulfilment of destiny.
This reversion is an eternal law. To know that law it wisdom.
Do nothing by setf-will, but rather conform to the infinite Will,
and everything will be done for you.

Lao _ tse

1. Brown, B, The Wisdom of ths Cbinese, pp. 83-120.
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ABOUT THE BOOK

The Shah-nama (Epic of the Kings) written by Firdowst,
during the latter part of the tenth century A.D.is considered to be
the greatest literary epic in Persian literature and one of the out-
standing classics of the world’s literature. The Shah-nama relates,
in thymed verse, the mythological and historic accounts of the ancient
kings and heros of Persia from legendary times until the beginnings
of the Islamic era.

The author of this book has attempted to stress the hu-
manistic, esthetic and cultural aspects of the Shah-nama  Historical
and nationalistic aspects which may no longer be broadly applicable
to our present-day institutions and cultures have not been con-
sidered.

The author has endeavoured, by expounding on the great
wisdom, human qualities and beauty of this immortal literary work,
to emphasize the universal qualities of the Shah-nama, which could
enrich the lives of the people of all nations.
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A PROPOS DE I’OUVRAGE

Le Shah-nama (Livre des Rois), #écrit par Firdowsi dans la
seconde moitié du dixiéme siécle ap. J.C,, constitue le chef-d’oeuvre
épique de !a littérature persane amnsi que l'un des ouvrages classiques
les plus brillants de la littérature du monde. Il raconte en vers rimés
les épisodes mythologiques et historiques des anciens rois et héros de
Perse depuis les temps légendaires jusqu’aux ‘débuts de I'époque isla-
mique.

L’auteur de cet ouvrage a essavé de relever surtout les aspects
humanitaires, esthétiques et culturels du Shah-nama, sans trop sat-
tacher a ses aspects historiques et nationaux qui ne s’appliquent sans
doute plus aux institutions ni aux cultures de nos jours.

L’auteur pense qu’en ayant interprété la grande sagesse, les
qualités humaines et la beauté du Shah-nama, il a pu mettre plutit 1'ac-
cent sur les qualités immortelles de cette grande oeuvre littéraire capable
de prodiguer ses richesses & la vie des peuples de toutes les nations.
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ou en ont assuré la continuité depuis
vingt-cing siécles.”
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