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Administration (NASA), independent U.S. governmental agency established in 1958 for the research and
development of vehicles and activities for the exploration of space within and outside Earth’s atmosphere.
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Ptolemy , Latin Claudius Ptolemaeus, (born c. AD 100—died c. AD 170), Greek astronomer and
mathematician. He worked principally in Alexandria. It is often difficult to determine which findings in his
great astronomical book, the Almagest, are Ptolemy’s and which are Hipparchus’s. The Sun, Moon, planets,
and stars, he believed, were attached to crystalline spheres, centred on Earth, which turned to create the
cycles of day and night, the lunar month, and so on.
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ool
Nicolaus Copernicus, Polish Mikotaj Kopernik, German Nikolaus Kopernikus, (born February 19, 1473,
Torun, Royal Prussia, Poland—died May 24, 1543, Frauenburg, East Prussia [now Frombork, Poland]), Polish
astronomer who proposed that the planets have the Sun as the fixed point to which their motions are to be
referred; that Earth is a planet which, besides orbiting the Sun annually, also turns once daily on its own
axis; and that very slow long-term changes in the direction of this axis account for the precession of the
equinoxes.
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positivism, in Western philosophy, generally, any system that confines itself to the data of experience and
excludes a priori or metaphysical speculations. More narrowly, the term designates the thought of the
French philosopher Auguste Comte.(YA8Y=YV4A)
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As a philosophical ideology and movement, positivism first assumed its distinctive features in the work of
Comte, who also named and systematized the science of sociology. It then developed through several stages
known by various names, such as empiriocriticism, logical positivism, and logical empiricism, finally merging,
in the mid-20th century, into the already existing tradition known as analytic philosophy.
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