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during laser hair removal. Thus laser therapy in conjunction
with cryogen spray cooling has been the standard treatment
for patients with proven clinical efficacy and safety [5].

A 22 years old female patient, otherwise healthy, presented
to our burn center with frostbite injury to her both hands. The
lady was replenishing the cryogen supply for spray cooling
system of a long pulsed 755-nm alexandrite laser when she
was injured. She poured the liquid norflurane from a
pressurized dispenser into another container to recharge
the cryogen for cooling device. Her hands were briefly exposed
to the vapor of the cryogen (Norflurane) due to a leakage from
the connector. She felt the pain and washed her hands with
warm water. At the initial physical examination deep second-
degree frostbite injury with bulla formation was observed on
second and third fingers of the left hand (Fig. 1). Superficial
second degree and first-degree frostbite injuries were also
present on her both hands. To the best of our knowledge there
is only one reported case of 1,1,1,2-tetrafluoroethane frostbite
injury in the English literature. However in that case orofacial
and digital frostbite was observed following the intentional
inhalation of a commercial air-dusting agent. The patient
suffered from frostbite due to 1,1,1,2-tetrafluoroethane pro-
pellant component of the abused agent [7]. Norflurane as a
cryogen is becoming widely used in laser treatments. The
electronically controlled cryogen spray cooling systems
provide a high safety for patients. However incautious service
providers or medical professionals are more vulnerable
against this chemical hazard, particularly in course of the
device maintenance. Professionals should be continuously
educated to beware of handling the norflurane with precau-
tion and appropriate garments.
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Letter to the Editor

Do Iranians need more legislation
against acid attackers?

@ CrossMark

Dear Editor,

Lama et al. presented a comprehensive assessment of
intentional burn admissions in Bir Hospital and well described
socio-demographic and psychosocial characteristics of their
patients [1]. Hereby, we intend to point to a new social eventin
our country and confirm the authors’ concerns about health
and gender issues.

Recently, the Iranian Vice President announced that a new
bill, against acid attackers, had been submitted to the
parliament to be passed [2]. The government’s decision was
made due to a series of similar acid throwing to the face of
some innocent women within a few days when they were
unconsciously assaulted in Isfahan, one of the main cities of
Iran. Although Iranian president, judiciary chief and some
other Iranian authorities condemned the act seriously, the
perpetrators and their motivations have not been found yet.

The women who were attacked by acid are called the main
victimsinIran,in Rasouli etal.’s article [3]. Also, Farhad et al., in
anlranianstudy, showed that half of the perpetrators were their
husbands or relatives and the remainders were strangers [4].
Both of the Iranian researchers associated the marital issues,
poverty, and larceny with acid attacks. However, it seems that
another social determinant of health (SDH), called gender
equity, should be more considered. WHO brought forward the
gender equity as one of the most important SDH protecting
violence against women. It recommended five applied protocol
to all governments to decrease gender inequity [5].

There are various penalties for acid attackers in current
Iranian legislation including fine, imprisonment and revenge.
Forinstance, one of the eyes of a culprithas been recently gotten
blind due to the “eye toeye act” for his criminal acid throwing [6].
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Hence, we believe that implementing WHO’s guidelines to
promote gender equity is more helpful for Iranians rather than
legislations against acid attackers.
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Response to Letter to the Editor

Acid and burns violence against @CWMM
women: The role of the courts

Dear Editor,

In response to the Letter by Salamati and Naji (2015) “Do
Iranians need more legislation against acid attackers?” we
would like to make some comments on the broader interna-
tional context.

Acts of acid attack and burns violence against women are
serious examples of gender-based violence and occur in countries
where gender inequality remains a significant social problem,
including Iran [1] and Nepal [2]. As a public health concern, these
intentional injuries require interventions to prevent future
injuries and deaths, and to manage the problems which survivors
face. A question that arises is: What is the role of the courts?

The court process serves multiple roles in managing the
outcomes of, and preventing, criminal behaviour. Courtsimpose
a sentence to ensure the offender is adequately punished for the
offence and to protect the community. Sentencing also acts as a
public deterrent and projects to the community what kinds of
behaviours are not permissible in the eyes of the law. However,
the current situations in Iran (Letter to the Editor in this issue [3])
and Nepal reflect different limitations in the courts’ ability to
achieve just outcomes for victims of gender-based violence and
appropriate punishment for perpetrators. These examples
demonstrate that in certain countries litigation may not be
sufficient, or alternatively, may create other problems.

In Nepal, laws and policies exist to promote and protect the
rights of girls and women in cases of gender-based violence.
However, there are significant barriers to protecting women
from violence and ensuring they have a right to justice and
support when needed. These include, access to the justice
system (police response), gaps in the law (e.g. acid and burns
violence not explicitly criminalized, inadequate punish-
ments), access to legal aid and victim protection, and laws
not being properly or consistently enforced [4,5]. Similarly, in
India, in the wake of the brutal rape in 2012 of a student in New
Delhi, there is intense public pressure to enforce existing laws
and for legal reform in the area of gender-based violence.

By contrast, under Iran’s Islamic penal code, offenders found
guilty of acid attacks face the possibility of corporal punishment
byblinding [6] with a proposed new bill strengthening this hard-
line approach [7]. This kind of punishment is condemned by
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