easy learning

French
Verbs

Digital Edition



Collins
French

Verbs



HarperCollins Publishers
Westerhill Road
Bishopbriggs

Glasgow

G64 2QT

Great Britain

Second Edition 2011

Reprint 109876543210

© HarperCollins Publishers 2005, 2011

EPUB Edition © July 2011 ISBN 978-0-00-744469-4

Collins® is a registered trademark of HarperCollins Publishers Limited
www.collinslanguage.com

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
Typeset by Davidson Publishing Solutions, Glasgow

Printed in India by Gopsons Papers Ltd

Acknowledgements
We would like to thank those authors and publishers who kindly gave permission for copyright material to be used in the Collins Word Web. We would
also like to thank Times Newspapers Ltd for providing valuable data.

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. By payment of the required fees, you have been granted the non-
exclusive, non-transferable right to access and read the text of this e-book on screen. No part of this text may be reproduced, transmitted, downloaded,
decompiled, reverse engineered, or stored in or introduced into any information storage and retrieval system, in any form or by any means, whether

electronic or mechanical, now known or hereinafter invented, without the express written permission of HarperCollins.

Entered words that we have reason to believe constitute trademarks have been designated as such. However, neither the presence nor absence of such

designation should be regarded as affecting the legal status of any trademark.

HarperCollins does not warrant that www.collinsdictionary.com, www.collinslanguage.com or any other website mentioned in this title will be provided
uninterrupted, that any website will be error free, that defects will be corrected, or that the website or the server that makes it available are free of

viruses or bugs. For full terms and conditions please refer to the site terms provided on the website.

SERIES EDITOR

Rob Scriven

MANAGING EDITOR
Gaélle Amiot-Cadey

EDITORIAL COORDINATION
Susanne Reichert
Rachel Smith

CONTRIBUTORS
Wendy Lee

Di Larkin

Laurent Jouet
Cécile-Aubiniére Robb


http://www.collinslanguage.com
http://www.collinsdictionary.com
http://www.collinslanguage.com

Contents

Introduction

Glossary of Verb Grammar Terms
Introduction to Verb Formation
The three conjugations

The present tense

The imperative

Reflexive verbs

The imperfect tense

The future tense

The conditional

The perfect tense

The pluperfect tense

The past historic tense

The present participle

The subjunctive

Verb Combinations

Verbs followed by an infinitive with no preposition
Verbs followed by a + infinitive
Verbs followed by a + object

Verbs followed by de + infinitive
Verbs followed by de + object
Verbs taking a direct object in French but not in English
Verb Tables

Verb Index



Introduction

The Easy Learning French Verbs is designed for both young and adult learners. Whether you are starting to
learn French for the very first time, brushing up your language skills or revising for exams, the Easy Learning
French Verbs and its companion volume, the Easy Learning French Grammar, are here to help.

Newcomers can sometimes struggle with the technical terms they come across when they start to explore the
grammar of a new language. The Easy Learning French Verbs contains a glossary which explains verb grammar
terms using simple language and cutting out jargon.

The text is divided into sections to help you become confident in using and understanding French verbs. The
first section looks at verb formation. Written in clear language, with numerous examples in real French, this
section helps you to understand the rules which are used to form verb tenses.

The next section of text looks at certain common prepositions which are used with a number of verbs. Each
combination of verb plus preposition is shown with a simple example of real French to show exactly how it is
used.

The Verb Tables contain 115 important French verbs (both regular and irregular) which are given in full for
various tenses. Examples show how to use these verbs in your own work. If you are unsure how a verb goes in
French, you can look up the Verb Index at the back of the book to find either the conjugation of the verb itself,
or a cross-reference to a model verb, which will show you the patterns that verb follows.

The Easy Learning French Grammar takes you a step further in your language learning. It supplements the
information given in the Easy Learning French Verbs by offering even more guidance on the usage and meaning
of verbs, as well as looking at the most important aspects of French grammar. Together, or individually, the
Easy Learning titles offer you all the help you need when learning French.



Glossary of Verb Grammar Terms

ADVERB a word usually used with verbs, adjectives or other adverbs that gives more information about when,
where, how or in what circumstances something happens, for example, quickly, happily, now.

AGREE (to) to change word endings according to whether you are referring to masculine, feminine, singular
or plural people or things.

AGREEMENT changing word endings according to whether you are referring to masculine, feminine, singular
or plural people or things.

ARTICLE a word like the, a and an, which is used in front of a noun. See also definite article and indefinite
article.

AUXILIARY VERB a verb such as be, have and do when it is used with a main verb to form tenses, negatives
and questions.

BASE FORM the form of the verb without any endings added to it, for example, walk, have, be, go. Compare
with infinitive.
CLAUSE a group of words containing a verb.

CONDITIONAL a verb form used to talk about things that would happen or would be true under certain
conditions, for example, I would help you if I could. It is also used to say what you would like or need, for
example, Could you give me the bill?

CONJUGATE (to) to give a verb different endings according to whether you are referring to I, you, they and so
on, and according to whether you are referring to past, present or future, for example, I have, she had, they will
have.

CONJUGATION a group of verbs which have the same endings as each other or change according to the same
pattern.

DEFINITE ARTICLE the word the. Compare with indefinite article.

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN one of the words this, that, these and those used instead of a noun to point out
people or things, for example, That looks fun.

DIRECT OBJECT a noun referring to the person or thing affected by the action described by a verb, for
example, She wrote her name.; I shut the window. Compare with indirect object.

DIRECT OBJECT PRONOUN a word such as me, him, us and them which is used instead of a noun to stand in
for the person or thing most directly affected by the action described by the verb. Compare with indirect object
pronoun.

ENDING a form added to a verb, for example, go > goes, and to adjectives and nouns depending on whether
they refer to masculine, feminine, singular or plural things.

FEMININE a form of noun, pronoun or adjective that is used to refer to a living being, thing or idea that is not
classed as masculine.

FUTURE a verb tense used to talk about something that will happen or will be true.

IMPERATIVE the form of a verb used when giving orders and instructions, for example, Shut the door!; Sit
down!; Don’t go!

IMPERFECT one of the verb tenses used to talk about the past, especially in descriptions, and to say what was
happening or used to happen, for example, I used to walk to school; It was sunny at the weekend. Compare with
perfect.

IMPERSONAL VERB one which does not refer to a real person or thing and where the subject is represented by
it, for example, It’s going to rain; It’s 10 o’clock.



INDEFINITE ARTICLE the words a and an. Compare with definite article.

INDEFINITE PRONOUN a small group of pronouns such as everything, nobody and something, which are used to
refer to people or things in a general way, without saying exactly who or what they are.

INDIRECT OBJECT a noun used with verbs that take two objects. For example, in I gave the carrot to the rabbit,
the rabbit is the indirect object and carrot is the direct object. Compare with direct object.

INDIRECT OBJECT PRONOUN when a verb has two objects (a direct one and an indirect one), the indirect
object pronoun is used instead of a noun to show the person or the thing the action is intended to benefit or
harm, for example, me in He gave me a book and Can you get me a towel? Compare with direct object pronoun.

INDIRECT QUESTION used to tell someone else about a question and introduced by a verb such as ask, tell or
wonder, for example, He asked me what the time was; I wonder who he is.

INFINITIVE the form of the verb with to in front of it and without any endings added, for example, to walk, to
have, to be, to go. Compare with base form.

IRREGULAR VERB a verb whose forms do not follow a general pattern or the normal rules. Compare with
regular verb.

MASCULINE a form of noun, pronoun or adjective that is used to refer to a living being, thing or idea that is
not classed as feminine.

NEGATIVE a question or statement which contains a word such as not, never or nothing, and is used to say that
something is not happening, is not true or is absent, for example, I never eat meat; Don’t you love me?

NOUN a ‘naming’ word for a living being, thing or idea, for example, woman, desk, happiness, Andrew.
NUMBER used to say how many things you are referring to or where something comes in a sequence.

OBJECT a noun or pronoun which refers to a person or thing that is affected by the action described by the
verb. Compare with direct object, indirect object and subject.

OBJECT PRONOUN one of the set of pronouns including me, him and them, which are used instead of the noun
as the object of a verb or preposition. Compare with subject pronoun.

PART OF SPEECH a word class, for example, noun, verb, adjective, preposition, pronoun.

PASSIVE a form of the verb that is used when the subject of the verb is the person or thing that is affected by
the action, for example, we were told.

PAST HISTORIC one of the verb tenses used to talk about the past when referring to completed actions,
whether they happened recently or a long time ago and regardless of how long they lasted.

PAST PARTICIPLE a verb form which is used to form perfect and pluperfect tenses and passives, for example,
watched, swum. Some past participles are also used as adjectives, for example, a broken watch.

PERFECT one of the verb tenses used to talk about the past, especially about actions that took place and were
completed in the past. Compare with imperfect.

PERSON one of three classes: the first person (I, we), the second person (you singular and you plural), and the
third person (he, she, it and they).

PERSONAL PRONOUN one of the group of words including I, you and they which are used to refer to yourself,
the people you are talking to, or the people or things you are talking about.

PLUPERFECT one of the verb tenses used to describe something that had happened or had been true at a point
in the past, for example, I'd forgotten to finish my homework.

PLURAL the form of a word which is used to refer to more than one person or thing. Compare with singular.

PREPOSITION is a word such as at, for, with, into or from, which is usually followed by a noun, pronoun or, in
English, a word ending in -ing. Prepositions show how people and things relate to the rest of the sentence, for



example, She’s at home; a tool for cutting grass; It’s from David.

PRESENT a verb form used to talk about what is true at the moment, what happens regularly, and what is
happening now, for example, I'm a student; I travel to college by train; I'm studying languages.

PRESENT PARTICIPLE a verb form ending in -ing which is used in English to form verb tenses, and which may
be used as an adjective or a noun, for example, What are you doing?; the setting sun; Swimming is easy!

PRONOUN a word which you use instead of a noun, when you do not need or want to name someone or
something directly, for example, it, you, none.

PROPER NOUN the name of a person, place, organization or thing. Proper nouns are always written with a
capital letter, for example, Kevin, Glasgow, Europe, London Eye.

REFLEXIVE PRONOUN a word ending in -self or -selves, such as myself or themselves, which refers back to the
subject, for example, He hurt himself.; Take care of yourself.

REFLEXIVE VERB a verb where the subject and object are the same, and where the action ‘reflects back’ on the
subject. A reflexive verb is used with a reflexive pronoun such as myself, yourself, herself, for example, I washed
myself.; He shaved himself.

REGULAR VERB a verb whose forms follow a general pattern or the normal rules. Compare with irregular
verb.

SINGULAR the form of a word which is used to refer to one person or thing. Compare with plural.
STEM the main part of a verb to which endings are added.

SUBJECT the noun in a sentence or phrase that refers to the person or thing that does the action described by
the verb or is in the state described by the verb, for example, My cat doesn’t drink milk. Compare with object.

SUBJECT PRONOUN a word such as I, he, she and they which carries out the action described by the verb.
Pronouns stand in for nouns when it is clear who is being talked about, for example, My brother isn’t here at the
moment. He’ll be back in an hour. Compare with object pronoun.

SUBJUNCTIVE a verb form used in certain circumstances to express some sort of feeling, or to show doubt
about whether something will happen or whether something is true. It is only used occasionally in modern
English, for example, If I were you, I wouldn’t bother.; So be it.

TENSE the form of a verb which shows whether you are referring to the past, present or future.

VERB a ‘doing’ word which describes what someone or something does, what someone or something is, or
what happens to them, for example, be, sing, live.



Introduction to Verb Formation

The three conjugations

Verbs are usually used with a noun, with a pronoun such as I, you or she, or with somebody’s name. They can
relate to the present, the past and the future; this is called their tense.

Verbs are either:

regular; their forms follow the normal rules
irregular; their forms do not follow the normal rules

Regular English verbs have a base form (the form of the verb without any endings added to it, for example,
walk). The base form can have to in front of it, for example, to walk. This is called the infinitive. You will find
one of these forms when you look a verb up in your dictionary.

French verbs also have an infinitive, which ends in -er, -ir or -re, for example, donner (meaning to give), finir
(meaning to finish), attendre (meaning to wait). Regular French verbs belong to one of these three verb groups,
which are called conjugations. We will look at each of these three conjugations in turn on the next few pages.

English verbs have other forms apart from the base form and infinitive: a form ending in -s (walks), a form
ending in -ing (walking), and a form ending in -ed (walked). French verbs have many more forms than this,
which are made up of endings added to a stem. The stem of a verb can usually be worked out from the
infinitive.

French verb endings change, depending on who you are talking about: je (I), tu (you), il/elle/on (he/she/one)
in the singular, or nous (we), vous (you) and ils/elles (they) in the plural. French verbs also have different
forms depending on whether you are referring to the present, future or past.

Some verbs in French do not follow the normal rules, and are called irregular verbs. These include some very
common and important verbs like avoir (meaning to have), étre (meaning to be), faire (meaning to do, to
make) and aller (meaning to go). There is information on many of these irregular verbs in the following
sections.

The following sections give you all the help you need on how to form the different verb tenses used in French.
If you would like even more information on how French verbs are used, the Easy Learning French Grammar
shows you when and how numerous different verbs are used when writing and speaking modern French.



The present tense

Forming the present tense of regular -er (first conjugation) verbs

If an infinitive in French ends in -er, it means the verb belongs to the first conjugation, for example, donner,
aimer, parler.

To know which form of the verb to use in French, you need to work out what the stem of the verb is and then
add the correct ending. The stem of -er verbs in the present tense is formed by taking the infinitive and
chopping off -er.

Infinitive Stem (without -er)
donner (to give) donn-

aimer (to like, to love) aim-

parler (to speak, to talk) parl-

Now you know how to find the stem of a verb, you can add the correct ending. Which one you choose will
depend on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.

Here are the present tense endings for -er verbs:

vous

ils

elles

-€Z

-ent

vous donnez

ils donnent

elles donnent

Pronoun Ending Giiosten Meanings
e.g. donn-

je @) -e je donne I give

I am giving
tu -es tu donnes you give

you are giving
il -e il donne he/she/it/one gives
elle elle donne he/she/it/one is
on on donne giving
nous -ons nous donnons we give

we are giving
you give

you are giving
they give

they are giving

Marie regarde la télé. Marie is watching TV.
Le train arrive a deux heures. The train arrives at 2 o’clock.

Note that there are a few regular -er verbs such as lancer that are spelled slightly differently from the way you
might expect.

Forming the present tense of regular -ir (second conjugation) verbs

If an infinitive ends in -ir, it means the verb belongs to the second conjugation, for example, finir, choisir,
remplir.

The stem of -ir verbs in the present tense is formed by taking the infinitive and chopping off -ir.

Infinitive Stem (without -ir)
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finir (to finish) fin-
choisir (to choose) chois-

remplir (to fill, to fill in) rempl-

Now add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or
elles.

Here are the present tense endings for -ir verbs:

vous

ils

elles

-issez

-issent

vous finissez

ils finissent

elles finissent

Pronoun Ending Add to stem, Meanings
e.g. fin-

je () -is je finis I finish

I am finishing
tu -is tu finis you finish

you are finishing
il -it il finit he/she/it/one
elle elle finit finishes
on on finit he/she/it/one is

finishing
nous -issons nous finissons we finish

we are finishing
you finish

you are finishing
they finish

they are finishing

Le cours finit a onze heures. The lesson finishes at eleven o’clock.
Je finis mes devoirs. I'm finishing my homework.

The nous and vous forms of -ir verbs have an extra syllable.
vous fi|ni|ssez (three syllables)

tu fi|nis (two syllables)

Forming the present tense of regular -re (third conjugation) verbs

If an infinitive ends in -re, it means the verb belongs to the third conjugation, for example, attendre, vendre,
entendre.

The stem of -re verbs in the present tense is formed by taking the infinitive and chopping off -re.

Infinitive Stem (without -re)
attendre (to wait) attend-

vendre (to sell) vend-

entendre (to hear) entend-

Now add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or
elles.

Here are the present tense endings for -re verbs:

Pronoun Ending Add to stem, Meanings

11



e.g. attend-
je G) -s j’attends I wait
I am waiting
tu -s tu attends you wait

you are waiting

il - il attend he/she/it/one waits
elle elle attend he/she/it/one is

on on attend waiting

nous -ons nous attendons we wait

we are waiting
vous -ez vous attendez you wait

you are waiting
ils -ent ils attendent they wait

elles elles attendent they are waiting

J’attends ma sceur. I’'m waiting for my sister.
Chaque matin nous attendons le train ensemble.
Every morning we wait for the train together.

Spelling changes in -er verbs

Learning the patterns shown on pages 14-17 means you can now work out the forms of most -er verbs. A few
verbs, though, involve a small spelling change. This is usually to do with how a word is pronounced. In the
tables below the forms with the irregular spelling are underlined.

Verbs ending in -cer

With verbs such as lancer (meaning to throw), which end in -cer, ¢ becomes ¢ before an a or an o. This is so the
letter c is still pronounced as in the English word ice.

Pronoun Example verb: lancer
je lance

tu lances

il/elle/on lance

nous lancons

vous lancez

ils/elles lancent

Nous lancons le ballon aussi haut que possible.
We throw the ball as high as we can.

Nous avancons sans bruit.

We move forward without a noise.

Nous les devancons de plusieurs kilomeétres.
We’re several kilometres ahead of them.

Verbs ending in -ger

With verbs such as manger (meaning to eat), which end in -ger, g becomes ge before an a or an o. This is so
the letter g is still pronounced like the s in the English word leisure.
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Pronoun Example verb: manger
je mange

tu manges

il/elle/on mange

nous mangeons

vous mangez

ils/elles mangent

Nous mangeons a huit heures du soir. We eat at eight.
Nous ne les dérangeons pas. We aren’t disturbing them.
Nous rangeons la cuisine. We’re tidying up the kitchen.

Verbs ending in -eler

With verbs such as appeler (meaning to call), which end in -eler, the | doubles before -e, -es and -ent. The
double consonant (I1) affects the pronunciation of the word. In appeler, the first e sounds like the vowel sound
at the end of the English word teacher, but in appelle the first e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun
i

tu
il/elle/on
nous
vous

ils/elles

Example verb: appeler
appelle

appelles

appelle

appelons

appelez

appellent

Il appelle son frére pour son anniversaire.
He calls his brother for his birthday.

Nous vous rappelons que le bus part a sept heures.
May we remind you that the bus leaves at seven.

The exceptions to this rule are geler (meaning to freeze) and peler (meaning to peel), which change in the
same way as lever.

Verbs like this are sometimes called ‘1, 2, 3, 6 verbs’ because they change in the first person singular (je),
second person singular (tu), and third person singular and plural (il/elle/on and ils/elles).

Verbs ending in -eter

With verbs such as jeter (meaning to throw), which end in -eter, the t doubles before -e, -es and -ent. The
double consonant (tt) affects the pronunciation of the word. In jeter, the first e sounds like the vowel sound at
the end of the English word teacher, but in jette the first e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun
je

tu
il/elle/on
nous
vous

ils/elles

Example verb: jeter
jette

jettes

jette

jetons

jetez

jettent
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Tu jettes 'enveloppe a la poubelle. You put the envelope in the bin.

The exceptions to this rule include acheter (meaning to buy), which changes in the same way as lever.

Verbs ending in -yer

With verbs such as nettoyer (meaning to clean), which end in -yer, the y changes to i before -e, -es and -ent.

Pronoun
je

tu
il/elle/on
nous
vous

ils/elles

Example verb: nettoyer
nettoie

nettoies

nettoie

nettoyons

nettoyez

nettoient

Ils nettoient leurs bureaux chaque semaine.
They clean their desks every week.

Tu essuies tes lunettes avant le début du film.
You clean your glasses before the film starts.
Il balaie le trottoir devant sa porte.

He sweeps the pavement outside his door.

Verbs ending in -ayer, such as payer (meaning to pay) and essayer (meaning to try), can be spelled with either
ayorani. So je paie and je paye, for example, are both correct.

Changes involving accents

With verbs such as lever (meaning to raise), peser (meaning to weigh) and acheter (meaning to buy), e changes
to e before the consonant + -e, -es and -ent. The accent changes the pronunciation too. In lever the first e
sounds like the vowel sound at the end of the English word teacher, but in léve and so on the first e sounds like
the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: lever
je leve

tu leves

il/elle/on leve

nous levons

vous levez

ils/elles levent

Il achéte le journal. He buys the paper.

Nous achetons des pommes pour faire une tarte. We buy apples to make a pie.
On pese le bébé a sa naissance. The baby is weighed after its birth.

Nous pesons trop lourd pour prendre cet ascenseur.

We’re too heavy to take this lift.

With verbs such as espérer (meaning to hope), régler (meaning to adjust) and préférer (meaning to prefer), é
changes to ¢ before the consonant + -e, -es and -ent.

Pronoun Example verb: espérer

14



i espere
tu espéres
il/elle/on espere
nous espérons
vous espérez
ils/elles espérent

Elle regle sa montre avant de se coucher.

She sets her watch before going to bed.

Nous réglons la pendule de la cuisine. We set the kitchen clock.
Je préfere lire plutét que de regarder la télévision.

I prefer to read rather than to watch television.

Nous préférons la mer a la montagne.

We like the sea better than mountains.

J’espere te revoir bient6t. I hope to see you soon.

Nous espérons que vous allez tous bien. We hope you’re all well.

Irregular -ir verbs

Many irregular verbs that end in -ir, such as partir (meaning to leave) and tenir (meaning to hold), have a
common pattern in the singular. The je and tu forms often end in -s, and the il/elle/on form often ends in -t.

Pronoun partir tenir
je pars tiens
tu pars tiens
il/elle/on part tient

Je pars demain. I’'m leaving tomorrow.
Elle tient le bébé. She is holding the baby.

All the most important irregular verbs are shown in full in the Verb Tables at the back of the book.

15




The imperative

Forming the present tense imperative

For regular verbs, the imperative is the same as the tu, nous and vous forms of the present tense, except that
you do not say the pronouns tu, nous and vous. Also, in the tu form of -er verbs like donner, the final -s is
dropped.

Pronoun -er verbs: Meaning -ir verbs: Meaning -re verbs: Meaning
donner finir attendre

tu donne give finis finish attends wait

nous donnons let’s give finissons let’s finish attendons let’s wait

vous donnez give finissez finish attendez wait

Donne-moi ¢a! Give me that!

Finissez vos devoirs et allez vous coucher.
Finish your homework and go to bed.
Attendons le bus. Let’s wait for the bus.

Where to put the object pronoun

An object pronoun is a word like la (meaning her/it), me/moi (meaning me) or leur (meaning to them) that is
used instead of a noun as the object of a sentence. In orders and instructions, the position of these object
pronouns in the sentence changes depending on whether you are telling someone TO DO something or NOT
TO DO something.

If you are telling someone NOT TO DO something, you put the object pronouns BEFORE the verb.

Ne me dérange pas. Don’t disturb me.
Ne leur parlons pas. Let’s not speak to them.
Ne le regardez pas. Don’t look at him/it.

If you are telling someone to do something, you put the object pronouns AFTER the verb and join the two
words with a hyphen. The word order is the same as in English.

Excusez-moi. Excuse me.
Aide-nous. Help us.
Attendons-la. Let’s wait for her/it.

Orders and instructions telling someone to do something may contain direct object and indirect object
pronouns. When this happens, the pronouns go in this order:

Direct Indirect
le moi

la BEFORE toi

les lui

nous
vous

leur

Préte-les moi! Lend them to me! or Lend me them!
Donnez-la-nous! Give it to us! or Give us it!

16



Reflexive verbs

Forming the present tense of reflexive verbs

To use a reflexive verb in French, you need to decide which reflexive pronoun to use. The forms shown in
brackets in the table are used before a word starting with a vowel, most words starting with h, or the French
word y.

Subject pronoun Reflexive pronoun Meaning

je me (m’) myself

tu te (t) yourself

il se (s") himself

elle herself
itself

on oneself

nous nous ourselves

vous vous yourself (singular)
yourselves (plural)

ils se (s") themselves

elles

Je me leve t6t. I get up early.
Elle s’habille. She’s getting dressed.
Ils s’intéressent beaucoup aux animaux. They’re very interested in animals.

The present tense forms of a reflexive verb work in just the same way as an ordinary verb, except that the
reflexive pronoun is used as well.

Reflexive forms Meaning

je me lave I wash (myself)

tu te laves you wash (yourself)
il se lave he washes (himself)
elle se lave she washes (herself)

it washes (itself)

on se lave one washes (oneself)
nous nous lavons we wash (ourselves)
vous vous lavez you wash (yourself) (singular)

you wash (yourselves) (plural)
ils se lavent they wash (themselves)

elles se lavent

Nous nous amusons beaucoup. We have a lot of fun.

IIs se voient de temps en temps. They sometimes see each other.

Le dimanche, il se repose. On Sundays, he has a rest.

Il se regarde dans le miroir. He looks at himself in the mirror.

Elle ne se souvient pas de leurs noms. She can’t remember their names.

Some reflexive verbs, such as s’asseoir (meaning to sit down), are irregular. Some of these irregular verbs are
shown in the Verb Tables at the back of the book.
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Where to put the reflexive pronoun

In the present tense, the reflexive pronoun almost always comes BEFORE the verb.

Je me couche tot. I go to bed early.
Comment t’appelles-tu? What’s your name?

When telling someone NOT TO DO something, you put the reflexive pronoun BEFORE the verb as usual.

Ne te leve pas. Don’t get up.
Ne vous habillez pas. Don’t get dressed.

When telling someone TO DO something, you put the reflexive pronoun AFTER the verb and join the two
words with a hyphen.

Leve-toi! Get up!
Dépéchez-vous! Hurry up!
Habillons-nous. Let’s get dressed.

Each other and one another

We use each other in English when we are talking about two people, and one another when we are talking
about three or more people. The French reflexive pronouns nous, vous and se can all mean two or more
people.

Nous nous parlons tous les jours. We speak to each other every day.
On se voit demain? Shall we see each other tomorrow?

Les trois pays se ressemblent beaucoup.

The three countries are really like one another.

18



The imperfect tense

Forming the imperfect tense of -er verbs

To form the imperfect tense of -er verbs, you use the same stem of the verb as for the present tense. Then you
add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.

Pronoun

je ()

tu

elle
on

nous

vous

ils

elles

Ending Add to stem,

e.g. donn-
-ais je donnais
-ais tu donnais
-ait il donnait

elle donnait

on donnait
-ions nous donnions
-iez vous donnjez
-aient ils donnaient

elles donnaient

Meanings

I gave

I was giving

I used to give

you gave

you were giving

you used to give
he/she/it/one gave
he/she/it/one was giving
he/she/it/one used to give
we gave

we were giving

we used to give

you gave

you were giving

you used to give

they gave

they were giving

they used to give

Il portait toujours un grand chapeau noir. He always wore a big black hat.
Nous habitions a Paris a cette époque. We were living in Paris at that time.

Pour gagner un peu d’argent, je donnais des cours de francais.
To earn a little money I used to give French lessons.

Forming the imperfect tense of -ir verbs

To form the imperfect tense of -ir verbs, you use the same stem of the verb as for the present tense. Then you
add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.

Pronoun

je ()

elle

Ending Add to stem,
e.g. fin-
-issais je finjssais
-issais tu finissais
-issait il finissait

elle finissait
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Meanings

I finished

I was finishing

I used to finish

you finished

you were finishing
you used to finish
he/she/it/one finished

he/she/it/one was




on on finissait
nous -issions nous finissions
vous -issiez vous finissiez
ils -issaient ils finissaient
elles elles finissaient

finishing
he/she/it/one used to
finish

we finished

we were finishing
we used to finish
you finished

you were finishing
you used to finish
they finished

they were finishing

they used to finish

Il finissait souvent ses devoirs avant le diner.

He often finished his homework before dinner.

Cet apres-midi-la ils choisissaient une bague de fiancailles.
That afternoon they were choosing an engagement ring.

Forming the imperfect tense of -re verbs

To form the imperfect tense of -re verbs, you use the same stem of the verb as for the present tense. Then you
add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.

These endings are the same as for -er verbs.

Pronoun Ending Add to stem,
e.g. attend-

G -ais jattendais

tu -ais tu attendais

il -ait il attendait

elle elle attendait

on on attendait

nous -ions nous attendions

vous -iez vous attendiez

ils -aient ils attendaient

elles elles attendaient

Meanings

I waited

I was waiting

I used to wait

you waited

you were waiting

you used to wait
he/she/it/one waited
he/she/it/one was waiting
he/she/it/one used to wait
we waited

we were waiting

we used to wait

you waited

you were waiting

you used to wait

they waited

they were waiting

they used to wait

Christine m’attendait tous les soirs a la sortie.
Christine used to wait for me every evening at the exit.
Je vivais seule apres mon divorce. I was living alone after my divorce.
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Spelling changes in -er verbs

As with the present tense, a few -er verbs change their spellings slightly when they are used in the imperfect
tense. The forms with spelling changes have been underlined in the tables.

With verbs such as lancer (meaning to throw), which end in -cer, ¢ becomes ¢ before an a or an o. This is so
that the letter c is still pronounced as in the English word ice.

Pronoun Example verb: lancer
je lancais

tu lancais

il/elle/on lancait

nous lancions

vous lanciez

ils/elles lancajent

Il lancait des boules de neige sur les passants.

He threw snowballs at passers-by.

Il prononcait les mots d’une facon particuliére.

He had a peculiar way of pronouncing words.

La professeur froncait les sourcils quand les éleéves étaient trop bruyants.
The teacher frowned when the pupils were too noisy.

With verbs such as manger (meaning to eat), which end in -ger, g becomes ge before an a or an o. This is so
the letter g is still pronounced like the s in the English word leisure.

Pronoun Example verb: manger
je mangeais

tu mangeais

il/elle/on mangeait

nous mangions

vous mangiez

ils/elles mangeaient

Elle changeait toujours de travail. She kept changing jobs.
Nous échangions des cadeaux au moment de partir.

When it was time to part, we exchanged presents.

Tu arrangeais toujours tout par avance.

You always arranged everything in advance.

These verbs follow the 1,2,3,6 pattern. That is, they change in the first, second and third person singular, and
in the third person plural.

Reflexive verbs in the imperfect tense

The

imperfect tense of reflexive verbs is formed just as for ordinary verbs, except that you add the reflexive

pronoun (me, te, se, nous, vous, se).

Subject Reflexive Example with Meaning
pronoun pronoun laver
je me (m") lavais I washed
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il/elle/on

nous

vous

ils/elles

te (t)

se (s)

nous

vous

se (s)

lavais

lavait

lavions

laviez

lavaient

I was washing

I used to wash

you washed

you were washing

you used to wash
he/she/it/one washed
he/she/it/one was washing
he/she/it/one used to wash
we washed

we were washing

we used to wash

you washed

you were washing

you used to wash

they washed

they were washing

they used to wash

Tu t’amusais beaucoup a I’école. You had a lot of fun at school.
Nous nous demandions ce qu’il fallait faire.
We were wondering what was to be done.

Ils s’écrivaient toutes les semaines. They wrote to each other every week.

Irregular verbs in the imperfect tense

One of the most common verbs that is irregular in the imperfect tense is étre.

Pronoun

=9

J
tu

il/elle/on
nous
vous

ils/elles

étre
étais
étais
était
étions
étiez

étaient

Meaning

I was

you were
he/she/it/one was
we were

you were

they were

J’étais heureux. I was happy.
Mon pere était instituteur. My father was a primary school teacher.
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The future tense

Forming the future tense
To form the future tense in French, you use:

® the infinitive of -er and -ir verbs, for example, donner, finir
® the infinitive without the final e of -re verbs: for example, attendr-

Then add the correct ending to the stem, depending on whether you are talking about je, tu, il, elle, on, nous,

vous, ils or elles. The endings are the same for -er, -ir and -re verbs.

Pronoun

je ()

tu

il/elle/on

nous

vous

ils/elles

Ending

-ons

-€Z

-ont

Add to stem, e.g.
donner-, finir-,
attendr-

je donnerai

je finirai
j’attendrai

tu donneras

tu finiras

tu attendras
il/elle/on donnera
il/elle/on finira
il/elle/on attendra
nous donnerons
nous finirons

nous attendrons
vous donnerez
vous finirez

vous attendrez
ils/elles donneront
ils/elles finiront

ils/elles attendront

Meanings

1 will give

I will finish

I will wait

you will give

you will finish

you will wait
he/she/it/one will give
he/she/it/one will finish
he/she/it/one will wait
we will give

we will finish

we will wait

you will give

you will finish

you will wait

they will give

they will finish

they will wait

Elle te donnera mon adresse. She’ll give you my address.

Le cours finira a onze heures. The lesson will finish at eleven o’clock.

Nous t’attendrons devant le cinéma. We’ll wait for you in front of the cinema.
Nous attendrons que la cloche sonne pour sortir.

We’ll wait until the bell rings to go out.

Tu donneras la clef a ma sceur. You’ll give the key to my sister.

Spelling changes in -er verbs
As with the present and imperfect tenses, a few -er verbs change their spellings slightly in the future tense.

The forms with spelling changes have been underlined in the tables.

With verbs such as appeler (meaning to call), which end in -eler, the | doubles throughout the future tense. The
double consonant (I1) affects the pronunciation of the word. In appeler, the first e sounds like the vowel sound
at the end of the English word teacher, but in appellerai the first e sounds like the one in the English word pet.
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Pronoun
i

tu
il/elle/on
nous
vous

ils/elles

Example verb: appeler
appellerai

appelleras

appellera

appellerons

appellerez

appelleront

S’il n’est pas chez lui ce soir je le rappellerai demain.
If he’s not in tonight I'll call him again tomorrow.
Ils appelleront leur fille Lara. They’ll call their daughter Lara.

The exceptions to this rule are geler (meaning to freeze) and peler (meaning to peel), which change in the

same way as lever.

With verbs such as jeter (meaning to throw), that end in -eter, the t doubles throughout the future tense. The
double consonant (tt) affects the pronunciation of the word. In jeter, the first e sounds like the vowel sound at
the end of the English word teacher, but in jetterai the first e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun
je

tu
il/elle/on
nous
vous

ils/elles

Example verb: jeter
jetterai

jetteras

jettera

jetterons

Jetterez

jetteront

Je jetterai tous ces journaux si tu ne les lis pas.
I'll throw all these newspapers away if you’re not reading them.

The exceptions to this rule include acheter (meaning to buy), which changes in the same way as lever.

Ils achéteront une nouvelle voiture I’année prochaine.

They’ll buy a new car next year.

With verbs such as nettoyer (meaning to clean), that end in -yer, the y changes to i throughout the future

tense.
Pronoun Example verb: nettoyer
je nettoierai
tu nettoieras
il/elle/on nettoiera

nous
vous

ils/elles

nettoierons

nettoierez

nettoieront

Je nettoierai la voiture quand j’aurai le temps.
I'll clean the car when I have time.

Ils nettoieront la cuisine le plus tot possible.
They’ll clean the kitchen as soon as possible.

Verbs ending in -ayer, such as payer (meaning to pay) and essayer (meaning to try), can be spelled with either
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a y or an i. So je paierai and je payerai, for example, are both correct.

With verbs such as lever (meaning to raise), peser (meaning to weigh) and acheter (meaning to buy), e changes
to e throughout the future tense. In lever the first e sounds like the vowel sound at the end of the English word
teacher, but in léverai and so on the first e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: lever
iz Leverai

tu léveras

il/elle/on levera

nous leverons

vous leverez

ils/elles leveront

Nous payerons le repas pour tout le monde.
We'll pay for everybody’s meal.

Nous paierons au début du mois prochain.
We'll pay at the beginning of next month.
Elle levera la téte en entendant la cloche.
She’ll look up when she hears the bell.

Reflexive verbs in the future tense

The future tense of reflexive verbs is formed in just the same way as for ordinary verbs, except that you have
to remember to give the reflexive pronoun (me, se, nous, vous, se).

Subject pronoun Reflexive pronoun Example with laver Meaning

je me (m’") laverai 1 will wash

tu te (t) laveras you will wash
il/elle/on se (s”) lavera he/she/it/one will wash
nous nous laverons we will wash

vous vous laverez you will wash

ils/elles se (s”) laveront they will wash

Irregular verbs in the future tense

There are some verbs that do not use their infinitives as the stem for the future tense, including avoir, étre,
faire and aller, which are shown in full in the Verb Tables at the back of the book.

Other irregular verbs include:

Verb Meaning je tu il/elle/on nous vous ils/elles

devoir to have devrai devras devra devrons devrez devront
to, must

pouvoir to be able pourrai pourras pourra pourrons pourrez pourront
to, can

savoir to know saurai sauras saura saurons saurez sauront

tenir to hold tiendrai tiendras tiendra tiendrons tiendrez tiendront

venir to come viendrai viendras viendra viendrons viendrez viendront

voir to see verrai verras verra verrons verrez verront
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vouloir to want voudrai voudras voudra voudrons voudrez

voudront

Viendras-tu me voir jouer demain soir?

Will you come to see me play tomorrow night?

Tu ne pourras pas entrer sans ticket.

You won’t be admitted without a ticket.

Je te tiendrai au courant. I'll keep you informed.

Nous verrons demain si j’ai raison. We’ll see tomorrow if I'm right.

Il faut becomes il faudra (meaning it will be necessary to).
Il faudra que tu me donnes ton adresse. You’ll have to give me your address.
Il pleut becomes il pleuvra (meaning it will rain).

Il pleuvra jusqu’a la fin du mois. It’ll rain until the end of the month.
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The conditional

Forming the conditional
To form the conditional in French, you have to use:

® the infinitive of -er and -ir verbs, for example, donner-, finir-

® the infinitive without the final e of -re verbs, for example, attendr-

Then add the correct ending to the stem, depending on whether you are talking about je, tu, il, elle, on, nous,

vous, ils or elles. The endings are the same for all verbs.

Pronoun Ending Add to stem,
e.g. donner-,
finir-, attendr-

jeG) -ais je donnerais
je finirais
j’attendrais

tu -ais tu donnerais
tu finirais

tu attendrais

il -ait il/elle/on donnerait
elle il/elle/on finirait
on il/elle/on attendrait
nous -ions nous donnerions

nous finirions

nous attendrions
vous -iez vous donneriez

vous finiriez

vous attendriez
ils -aient ils/elles donneraient
elles ils/elles finiraient

ils/elles attendraient

Meanings

I would give

I would finish

I would wait

you would give

you would finish

you would wait
he/she/it/one would give
he/she/it/one would finish
he/she/it/one would wait
we would give

we would finish

we would wait

you would give

you would finish

you would wait

they would give

they would finish

they would wait

Note that you have to be careful not to mix up the future tense and the conditional. They look very similar.

Future Conditional
je donnerai je donnerais
je finirai je finirais
j’attendrai j’attendrais
j’aimerai j’aimerais

je voudrai je voudrais
je viendrai je viendrais
je serai je serais

J’aimerais qu’il neige a Noél. I’d like it to snow at Christmas.
Je serais moins inquiet si je savais ou elle est.
I wouldn’t be so worried if I knew where she was.
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Je finirais ce travail aujourd’hui s’il n’était pas si tard.

I'd finish this work today if it weren’t so late.

Spelling changes in -er verbs

As with the future tense, a few -er verbs change their spellings slightly in the conditional. The forms with
spelling changes have been underlined in the tables below.

With verbs such as appeler (meaning to call), which end in -eler, the 1 doubles throughout the conditional. The
double consonant (11) affects the pronunciation of the word. In appeler, the first e sounds like the vowel sound
at the end of the English word teacher, but in appellerais the first e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun
i

tu
il/elle/on
nous
vous

ils/elles

Example verb: appeler
appellerais

appellerais

appellerait

appellerions

appelleriez
appelleraient

Je I'appellerais si j’avais son numéro de téléphone.

I'd call her if I had her phone number.

Nous appellerions une ambulance s’il était gravement blessé.
We’d call an ambulance if he were seriously injured.

Qui appelleriez-vous en cas de besoin?

Who would you phone if you needed help?

The exceptions to this rule are geler (meaning to freeze) and peler (meaning to peel), which change in the

same way as lever.

With verbs such as jeter (meaning to throw), which end in -eter, the t doubles throughout the conditional. The
double consonant (tt) affects the pronunciation of the word. In jeter, the first e sounds like the vowel sound at
the end of the English word teacher, but in jetterais the first e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun
je

tu
il/elle/on
nous
vous

ils/elles

Example verb: jeter
jetterais

jetterais

jetterait

jetterions

jetteriez

jetteraient

Je jetterais ces vieux vétements si j’étais stir qu’il ne serviront plus.

I’d throw these old clothes away if I were sure they were no longer any use.
Nous jetterions la balle plus fort s’ils pouvaient la rattraper.

We’d throw the ball harder if they could catch it.

The exceptions to this rule include acheter (meaning to buy), which changes in the same way as lever.

With verbs such as nettoyer (meaning to clean), that end in -yer, the y changes to i throughout the conditional.

Pronoun Example verb: nettoyer
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je nettoierais
tu nettoierais
il/elle/on nettoierait
nous nettoierions
vous nettoieriez
ils/elles nettoieraient

Il nettoierait le grenier s’il avait le courage.
He’d clean the attic if he had the heart.

Verbs ending in -ayer, such as payer (meaning to pay) and essayer (meaning to try), can be spelled with either
ayoran i. So je paierais and je payerais, for example, are both correct.

With verbs such as lever (meaning to raise), peser (meaning to weigh) and acheter (meaning to buy), e changes
to e throughout the conditional. In lever the first e sounds like the vowel sound at the end of the English word
teacher, but in leverais and so on the first e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: lever
je léverais

tu leverais

il/elle/on leverait

nous leverions

vous leveriez

ils/elles leveraient

Nous léverions la main si nous n’étions pas si timides.

We’d put our hands up if we weren’t so shy.

Je léverais la vitre s’il ne faisait pas si chaud dans cette voiture.
I’d wind up the window if it weren’t so hot in this car.

Reflexive verbs in the conditional

The conditional of reflexive verbs is formed in just the same way as for ordinary verbs, except that you have
to remember to give the reflexive pronoun (me, te, se, nous, vous, se).

Subject pronoun Reflexive pronoun Example with laver Meaning

je me (m’) laverais 1 would wash

tu te (t) laverais you would wash
il/elle/on se (s) laverait he/she/it would wash
nous nous laverions we would wash

vous vous laveriez you would wash
ils/elles se (s) laveraient they would wash

Je me laverais si la douche fonctionnait. I’d wash if the shower worked.
Irregular verbs in the conditional

The same verbs that are irregular in the future tense are irregular in the conditional, including: avoir, étre,
faire, aller, devoir, pouvoir, savoir, tenir, venir, voir, vouloir.

To form the conditional of an irregular verb, use the same stem as for the future tense, for example: avoir >
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aur-, étre > ser-

Then add the usual endings for the conditional.

Infinitive Future stem
avoir aur-

étre ser-

faire fer-

aller ir-

Conditional endings
-ais, -ais, -ait,

-ions, -iez, -aient

-ais, -ais, -ait,

-ions, -iez, -aient

-ais, -ais, -ait,

-ions, -iez, -aient

-ais, -ais, -ait,

-ions, -iez, -aient

Conditional form
j’aurais, tu aurais,
il/elle/on aurait,

nous aurions, vous auriez,

ils/elles auraient

je serais, tu serais,
il/elle/on serait,

nous serions, vous seriez,

ils/elles seraient

je ferais, tu ferais,
il/elle/on ferait,

nous ferions, vous feriez,
ils/elles feraient

jirais, tu irais,

il/elle/on irait,

nous irions, vous iriez,

ils/elles iraient

J’irais si j’avais le temps. I would go if I had time.

Je voudrais un kilo de poires, s’il vous plait. I’d like a kilo of pears, please.

Tu devrais t’excuser. You should say you’re sorry.

The most important irregular verbs are shown in full in the Verb Tables at the back of the book.
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The perfect tense

Forming the perfect tense

The present, imperfect, future and conditional tenses in French are made up of just one word, for example, je
donne, tu finissais or il attendra. The perfect tense has two parts to it:

® the present tense of the verb avoir (meaning to have) or étre (meaning to be)
® a part of the main verb called the past participle, like given, finished and done in English.

In other words, the perfect tense in French is like the form I have done in English.

For more information on forming the present tense of avoir and étre, look in the Verb Tables at the back of
the book.

Forming the past participle

To form the past participle of regular verbs, you use the infinitive of the verb.

For -er verbs, you replace the -er at the end of the infinitive with é.

Infinitive Take off -er Add -é
donner (to give) donn- donné
tomber (to fall) tomb- tombé

For -ir verbs, you replace the -ir at the end of the infinitive with -i.

Infinitive Take off -ir Add -i
finir (to finish) fin- fini
partir (to leave, to go) part- parti

For -re verbs, you replace the -re at the end of the infinitive with -u.

Infinitive Take off -re Add -u
attendre (to wait) attend- attendu
descendre (to go down, descend- descendu

to come down, to get off)

Verbs that form their perfect tense with avoir

Most verbs form their perfect tense with avoir, for example donner:

Pronoun avoir Past participle Meaning
i ai donné I gave
I have given
tu as donné you gave
you have given
il/elle/on a donné he/she/it/one gave

he/she/it/one has given

nous avons donné we gave
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we have given
vous avez donné you gave

you have given
ils/elles ont donné they gave

they have given

Elle a donné son numéro de téléphone a Claude.

She gave Claude her phone number.

Il a acheté un ordinateur. He’s bought a computer.

Je n’ai pas regardé la télé hier. I didn’t watch TV yesterday.

The perfect tense of -ir verbs like finir is formed in the same way, except for the past participle: j’ai fini, tu as
fini and so on.

The perfect tense of -re verbs like attendre is formed in the same way, except for the past participle: j’ai
attendu, tu as attendu and so on.

avoir or étre?

MOST verbs form their perfect tense with avoir.
There are two main groups of verbs which form their perfect tense with étre instead of avoir:

« all reflexive verbs

a group of verbs that are mainly used to talk about movement or a change of some kind, including these

ones:

aller to go

Je suis allé au match defootball hier.

I went to the football match yesterday.

venir to come

arriver to arrive, to happen

partir to leave, to go

descendre to go down, to come down, to get off

Vous étes descendu a quelle station? Which station did you get off at?
monter to go up, to come up

entrer to go in, to come in

sortir to go out, to come out

Il est sorti acheter un journal. He’s gone out to buy a newspaper.
mourir to die

naitre to be born

devenir to become

rester to stay

tomber to fall

Some verbs take avoir when they are used with a direct object, for example:

descendre quelque chose

to get something down, to bring something down, to take something down
Est-ce que tu as descendu les bagages? Did you bring the bags down?
monter quelque chose to go up something, to come up something

Elle a monté les escaliers. She went up the stairs.

sortir quelque chose to take something out

Elle a sorti son porte-monnaie de son sac.
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She took her purse out of her handbag.
Verbs that form their perfect tense with étre

When a verb takes étre, the past participle always agrees with the subject of the verb; that is, the endings
change in the feminine and plural forms.

Masculine Examples Feminine Examples
endings endings
Singular - tombé -e tombée
parti partie
descendu descendue
Plural -s tombés -es tombées
partis parties
descendus descendues

Est-ce que ton frere est allé a I’étranger? Did your brother go abroad?
Elle est venue avec nous. She came with us.

Ils sont partis a six heures. They left at six o’clock.

Mes cousines sont arrivées hier.

My cousins arrived yesterday. (The cousins are female.)

Here are the perfect tense forms of tomber in full:

Pronoun avoir Past participle Meaning

je suis tombé (masculine) 1 fell/I have fallen
tombée (feminine)

tu es tombé (masculine) you fell/you have fallen
tombée (feminine)

il est tombé heyit fell,

he/it has fallen

elle est tombée she/it fell, she/it has fallen
on est tombé (singular) one fell/one has fallen,
tombés (masculine plural) we fell/we have fallen

tombées (feminine plural)
nous sommes tombés (masculine) we fell/we have fallen
tombées (feminine)
vous étes tombé (masculine singular) you fell/you have fallen
tombée (feminine singular)
tombés (masculine plural)
tombées (feminine plural)
ils sont tombés they fell/they have fallen
elles sont tombées they fell/they have fallen

When on means we, the past participle can agree with the subject of the sentence, but it is optional.

On est arrivés en retard. We arrived late. (masculine)
On est rentrées toutes les deux a la méme heure.
We both came in at the same time. (feminine)
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The perfect tense of -ir verbs like partir is formed in the same way, except for the past participle: je suis
parti(e), tu es parti(e) and so on.

The perfect tense of -re verbs like descendre is formed in the same way, except for the past participle: je suis
descendu(e), tu es descendu(e) and so on.

When a verb takes avoir, the past participle usually stays in the masculine singular form, as shown in the
table for donner, and does not change for the feminine or plural forms.

Il a fini sa dissertation. He’s finished his essay.
Elles ont fini leur dissertation. They’ve finished their essay.

In one particular case, however, the past participle of verbs with avoir does change in the feminine and plural
forms. In the sentences above, dissertation is the direct object of the verb finir. When the direct object comes
AFTER the verb, as it does in the examples above, then the past participle doesn’t change. If the direct object
comes BEFORE the verb, however, the past participle has to change to agree with that direct object.

la dissertation qu’il a finie hier the essay that he finished yesterday
la dissertation qu’elles ont finie hier the essay that they finished yesterday

Since object pronouns usually come BEFORE the verb, the past participle changes to agree with the pronoun.

Il a bu son thé? — Oui, il I’a bu. Did he drink his tea? — Yes, he’s drunk it.
Il1 a bu sa limonade? — Oui, il I’a bue.
Did he drink his lemonade? — Yes, he’s drunk it.

Remember that with verbs taking étre, it is the subject of the verb that tells you what ending to add to the past
participle. Compare this with the rule for verbs taking avoir that have a direct object; in their case, it is the
direct object coming before the verb that tells you what ending to add to the past participle.

The perfect tense of reflexive verbs

Here is the perfect tense of the reflexive verb se laver (meaning to wash (oneself), to have a wash, to get washed)
in full. Remember that all reflexive verbs take étre, and so the past participle of reflexive verbs usually agrees
with the subject of the sentence.
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Subject pronoun Reflexive pronoun Present tense of étre Past participle Meaning
je me suis lavé (masculine) I washed myself
lavée (feminine)
tu t es lavé (masculine) you washed
lavée (feminine) yourself
il s’ est lavé he washed himself
elle s’ est lavée she washed herself
on s’ est lavé (singular) one washed oneself
lavés we washed
(masculine plural) ourselves
lavées
(feminine plural)
nous nous sommes lavés (masculine) we washed
lavées (feminine) ourselves
vous vous étes lavé you washed
(masculine singular) yourself (singular)
lavée
(feminine singular)
lavés you washed




(masculine plural) yourselves (plural)

lavées

(feminine plural)
ils se sont lavés they washed
themselves
elles se sont lavées they washed
themselves

When on means we, the past participle can agree with the subject of the sentence, but it is optional.

On s’est lavées 'une apres 'autre.
We washed ourselves one after the other. (feminine)

The past participle of reflexive verbs does not change if the direct object (la jambe in the example below)
FOLLOWS the verb.

Elle s’est cassé la jambe. She’s broken her leg.
Irregular verbs in the perfect tense

Some past participles are irregular. There aren’t too many, so try to learn them.

avoir (meaning to have) > eu
devoir (meaning to have to, must) > di
dire (meaning to say, to tell) > dit
étre (meaning to be) > été
faire (meaning to do, to make) > fait
mettre (meaning to put) > mis
pouvoir (meaning to be able to, can) > pu
prendre (meaning to take) > pris
savoir (meaning to know) > su
tenir (meaning to hold) > tenu
venir (meaning to come) > venu
voir (meaning to see) > vu
vouloir (meaning to want) > voulu

J’ai pris le bus pour venir au travail. I took the bus to get in to work.

Elle ne I’a su qu’au dernier moment. She only knew at the last moment.

Tu as vu ce film quatre fois, tu ne veux pas changer?

You've seen this movie four times, wouldn’t you like to watch something else?
As-tu fait bon voyage? Did you have a safe journey?

Nous sommes venus a pied. We’ve come on foot.

Ilpleut becomes il a plu (it rained).
I1 faut becomes il a fallu (it was necessary).

The most important irregular verbs are shown in full in the Verb Tables at the back of the book.
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The pluperfect tense

Forming the pluperfect tense
Like the perfect tense, the pluperfect tense in French has two parts to it:

® the imperfect tense of the verb avoir (meaning to have) or étre (meaning to be)
® the past participle

If a verb takes avoir in the perfect tense, then it will take avoir in the pluperfect too. If a verb takes étre in
the perfect, then it will take étre in the pluperfect too.

Verbs taking avoir

Here are the pluperfect tense forms of donner (meaning to give) in full.

Pronoun avoir Past participle Meaning

i avais donné I had given

tu avais donné you had given
il/elle/on avait donné he/she/it/one had given
nous avions donné we had given

vous aviez donné you had given

ils/elles avaient donné they had given

J’avais donné ce collier a ma niece. I’d given this necklace to my niece.

Elle avait porté le sac pendant trois heures et maintenant elle était fatiguée. She’d carried the bag for
three hours and now she was tired.

Nous avions oublié de leur donner un plan.

We’d forgotten to give them a map.

Je n’avais pas entendu ce qu’il avait dit. I hadn’t heard what he had said.

The pluperfect tense of -ir verbs like finir (meaning to finish) is formed in the same way, except for the past
participle: j’avais fini, tu avais fini and so on.

The pluperfect tense of -re verbs like attendre (meaning to wait) is formed in the same way, except for the past
participle: j’avais attendu, tu avais attendu and so on.

Verbs taking étre

Here are the pluperfect tense forms of tomber (meaning to fall) in full. When a verb takes étre in the
pluperfect tense, the past participle always agrees with the subject of the verb; that is, the endings change in
the feminine and plural forms.

Pronoun étre Past participle Meaning

ik étais tombé (masculine) I had fallen
tombée (feminine)
tu étais tombé (masculine) you had fallen

tombée (feminine)

il était tombé he/it had fallen

elle était tombée she/it had fallen

on était tombé (singular) one had fallen
tombés (masculine plural) we had fallen
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tombées (feminine plural)
nous étions tombés (masculine)
tombées (feminine)
vous étiez tombé (masculine singular)
tombée (feminine singular)
tombés (masculine plural)
tombées (feminine plural)
ils étaient tombés

elles étaient tombées

we had fallen

you had fallen

they had fallen
they had fallen

Elle était tombée dans ’escalier. She had fallen down the stairs.
Nous étions venus dire au revoir a la famille.
We had come to say goodbye to the family.

Elles étaient arrivées avec un jour de retard. They had arrived a day late.

The pluperfect tense of -ir verbs like partir (meaning to leave, to go) is formed in the same way, except for the

past participle: j’étais parti(e), tu étais parti(e)
and so on.

The pluperfect tense of -re verbs like descendre (meaning to come down, to go down, to get off) is formed in the

same way, except for the past participle: j’étais descendu(e), tu étais descendu(e) and so on.

Reflexive verbs in the pluperfect tense

Reflexive verbs in the pluperfect tense are formed in the same way as in the perfect tense, but with the

imperfect tense of the verb étre.

Nous nous étions levés deux heures plus tot.
We’d got up two hours earlier.

Elle s’était regardée dans le miroir. She had looked at herself in the mirror.

Elle s’était cassé le bras. She’d broken her arm.
Je n’avais pas entendu ce qu’elles s’étaient dit.
I hadn’t heard what they had said to each other.

Irregular verbs in the pluperfect tense

Irregular past participles are the same as for the perfect tense. The pluperfect tense of many irregular verbs is

shown in the Verb Tables at the back of the book.
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The past historic tense

Forming the past historic tense of -er verbs

To form the past historic tense of -er verbs, you use the same stem of the verb as for the present tense. Then
you add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or

elles.

Pronoun Ending Add to stem, Meanings
e.g. donn-

je G) -ai je donnai I gave

tu -as tu donnas you gave

il -a il donna

elle elle donna

on on donna he/she/it/one gave

nous -ames nous donndmes we gave

vous -ates vous donnates you gave

ils -érent ils donngérent

elles elles donnérent they gave

Nous donnames un peu d’argent aux mendiants.
We gave a little money to the beggars.
Il me regarda avec anxiété. He looked at me anxiously.

Forming the past historic tense of -ir and -re verbs

To form the past historic tense of -ir and -re verbs, you use the same stem of the verb as for the present tense.
Then you add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils
or elles. The je, tu and il/elle/on forms of regular -ir verbs are the same in the past historic as in the present

tense (je finis, tu finis, il/elle/on finit).

Pronoun Ending Add to stem, Meanings
e.g. fin-, attend-
je @) -is je finis I finished
j’attendis I waited
tu -is tu finis you finished
tu attendis you waited
il -it il/elle/on finit he/she/it/one finished
elle/on il/elle/on attendit he/she/it/one waited
nous -imes nous finimes we finished
nous attendimes we waited
vous -ites vous finites you finished
vous attendites you waited
ils -irent ils/elles finirent they finished
elles ils/elles attendirent they waited

Il finit son repas et sortit de la piece. He finished his meal and left the room.

Elles attendirent leurs parents devant la gare.
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They waited for their parents outside the station.
Spelling changes in -er verbs

As with the present tense, a few -er verbs change their spellings slightly when they are used in the past
historic. The forms with spelling changes have been underlined in the tables.

With verbs such as lancer (meaning to throw), which end in -cer, ¢ becomes ¢ before an a or an o. This is so
that the letter c is still pronounced as in the English word ice.

Pronoun Example verb: lancer
je lancai

tu lancas

il/elle/on lanca

nous lancames

vous lancétes

ils/elles lancérent

Il commenca a pleuvoir. It started to rain.
Il annonca son mariage ce jour-la. He announced his wedding that day.

With verbs such as manger (meaning to eat), which end in -ger, g becomes ge before an a or an o. This is so
that the letter g is still pronounced like the s in the English word leisure.

Pronoun Example verb: manger
je mangeai

tu mangeas

il/elle/on mangea

nous mangeames

vous mangeates

ils/elles mangeérent

Il chargea les bagages dans le coffre. He loaded the luggage into the boot.
Nous changeadmes d’avis au dernier moment.

We changed our minds at the last moment.

Elle mangea tant de chocolat qu’elle ne se sentit pas bien.

She ate so much chocolate that she didn’t feel well.

Reflexive verbs in the past historic tense

The past historic tense of reflexive verbs is formed just as for ordinary verbs, except that you add the reflexive
pronoun (me, te, se, nous, vous, se).

Subject pronoun Reflexive pronoun Example with laver Meaning

je me (m’) lavai I washed

tu te (t) lavas you washed
il/elle/on se (s) lava he/she/it/one washed
nous nous lavames we washed

vous vous lavéates you washed

ils/elles se (s) laveérent they washed
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Irregular verbs in the past historic tense

There are some verbs that do not use their present tense stem as the stem for the past historic tense, including
avoir, étre and faire. These verbs are shown in full in the Verb Tables at the back of the book.
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The present participle

Forming the present participle

To form the present participle of regular -er, -ir and -re verbs, you use the nous form of the present tense and
replace the -ons ending with -ant.

nous form of present tense Take off -ons Add -ant
donnons donn- donnant
lancons lanc- lancant
mangeons mange- mangeant
finissons finiss- finissant
partons part- partant
attendons attend- attendant
descendons descend- descendant

Il s’est fait mal en lancant la balle. He hurt himself throwing the ball.
J’ai décidé de lire en attendant. I decided to read while I was waiting.
Nous chantions en finissant de ranger. We sang while we finished tidying up.

Irregular verbs

Three verbs have an irregular present participle:

avoir (meaning to have) > ayant

Ayant cinq ans de plus que nous, elle avait plus d’expérience.
Being five years older than we were, she had more experience.

étre (meaning to be) > étant

Il gagne sa vie en étant musicien. He makes a living being a musician.

savoir (meaning to know) > sachant

Ne sachant pas quoi faire, il décida de demander conseil.
Not knowing what to do, he decided to ask for advice.
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The subjunctive

Forming the present subjunctive of -er verbs

To form the stem of the present subjunctive you take the infinitive and chop off -er, just as for the present
tense. Then you add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous,
vous, ils or elles.

For -er verbs the endings are the same as for the ordinary present tense, apart from the nous and vous forms,
which have an extra i, as in the imperfect tense.

Add to stem,
Pronoun Ending Meanings
e.g. donn-
je G) -e je donne I give
tu -es tu donnes you give
il -e il donne he/she/it/one gives
elle elle donne
on on donne
nous -ions nous donnions we give
vous -iez vous donniez you give
ils -ent ils donnent they give
elles elles donnent

Il faudrait que nous donnions des renseignements précis.

We must give precise information.

J’attends que tu changes la roue. I'm waiting for you to change the tyre.
J’aimerais que vous arrétiez de faire du bruit.

I'd like you to stop making a noise.

Forming the present subjunctive of -ir verbs

To form the stem of the present subjunctive you take the infinitive and chop off -ir, just as for the present
tense. Then you add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous,
vous, ils or elles.

Add to stem,
Pronoun Ending . Meanings
e.g. fin-
je @) -isse je finisse I finish
tu -isses tu finisses you finish
il -isse il finisse he/she/it/one finishes
elle elle finisse
on on finisse
nous -issions nous finissions we finish
vous -issiez vous finissiez you finish
ils -issent ils finissent they finish
elles elles finissent

Ils refusent que vous finissiez plus tot ce soir.
They refuse to let you finish earlier tonight.
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Je voudrais qu’ils réfléchissent a ce probleme.

I want them to give this problem some thought.
Nous voulons que tu choisisses ce qui te plait.
We want you to choose what you like.

Forming the present subjunctive of -re verbs
To form the stem of the present subjunctive you take the infinitive and chop off -re, just as for the present

tense. Then you add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous,
vous, ils or elles.

Add to stem,
Pronoun Ending Meanings
e.g. attend-
je @) -e j’attende I wait
tu -es tu attendes you wait
il -e il attende he/she/it/one waits
elle elle attende
on on attende
nous -ions nous attendions we wait
vous -iez. vous attendiez you wait
ils -ent ils attendent they wait
elles elles attendent

Je ne veux pas que tu m’attendes dans le froid.

I don’t want you to wait for me in the cold.

Il souhaite que nous vendions la maison.

He would like us to sell the house.

I1 faut que nous descendions dans la cour pour les voir.
We have to go down to the playground to see them.
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Verb Combinations

Verbs followed by an infinitive with no preposition

A number of verbs and groups of verbs can be followed by an infinitive with no preposition. The infinitive is
the form of the verb that is found in the dictionary, such as donner (meaning to give), finir (meaning to finish)
and attendre (meaning to wait). The following important group of verbs are all very irregular, but they crop
up so frequently that they are worth learning in full:

devoir (to have to, must, to be due to)

Tu dois étre fatiguée. You must be tired.

Elle doit partir. She has to leave.

Le nouveau centre commercial doit ouvrir en mai.
The new shopping centre is due to open in May.

pouvoir (can, may)
Je peux t’aider, si tu veux. I can help you, if you like.
Puis-je venir vous voir samedi? May I come and see you on Saturday?

savoir (to know how to, can)
Tu sais conduire? Can you drive?
Je sais faire les omelettes. I know how to make omelettes.

vouloir (to want)

Elise veut rester un jour de plus. Elise wants to stay one more day.
Ma voiture ne veut pas démarrer. My car won't start.

Voulez-vous boire quelque chose? Would you like something to drink?
Je voudrais acheter un ordinateur. I'd like to buy a computer.

falloir (meaning to be necessary) and valoir mieux (meaning to be better) are only used in the infinitive
and with il.

Il faut prendre une décision. We/you etc. have to make a decision.

Il vaut mieux téléphoner avant. It’s better to ring first.

The following common verbs can also be followed by an infinitive without a preposition:

adorer (to love)
J’adore regarder la mer. I love looking at the sea.

aimer (to like, to love)
Elle aimait jouer du piano. She loved playing the piano.

aimer mieux (to prefer)
J’aimerais mieux aller a la montagne cette année.

I'd prefer to go to the mountains this year.

désirer (to want)
Il désire améliorer son espagnol. He wants to improve his Spanish.

détester (to hate)
Elle déteste faire la vaisselle. She hates doing the dishes.

envoyer (to send)
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Il 'avait envoyée acheter du pain. He’d sent her to buy some bread.

espérer (to hope)
J’espere te voir la semaine prochaine. I hope to see you next week.

faire (to make, to have something done) that is, faire faire quelque chose
Ne me fais pas rire! Don’t make me laugh!
J’ai fait réparer mes chaussures. I’ve had my shoes mended.

laisser (to let)
Il m’a laissé m’occuper des animaux tout seul.
He left me to look after the animals on my own.

préférer (to prefer)
Je préfere manger a la cantine. I prefer to eat in the canteen.

sembler (to seem)
Elle semblait ne jamais s’inquiéter de rien.
She seemed never to worry about anything.

Some of these verbs combine with infinitives to make set phrases with a special meaning.

laisser tomber quelque chose to drop something
Paul a laissé tomber le vase. Paul dropped the vase.

vouloir dire quelque chose to mean something
Qu’est-ce que ca veut dire? What does that mean?

Verbs that relate to seeing or hearing, such as voir (meaning to see), regarder (meaning to watch, to look at),
écouter (meaning to listen to) and entendre (meaning to hear) can be followed by an infinitive.

Il nous a vus arriver. He saw us arrive.
On entend chanter les oiseaux. You can hear the birds singing.

Verbs that relate to movement of some kind and do not have a direct object, such as aller (meaning to go) and
venir (meaning to come), can be followed by an infinitive.

Je vais voir Nicolas ce soir. I'm going to see Nicolas tonight.
Viens voir! Come and see!
Va chercher ton papa! Go and get your dad!

Verbs followed by a + infinitive

There are some common verbs that can be followed by a and an infinitive.
s’amuser a faire quelque chose to have fun doing something

Ils s’amusaient a jeter des cailloux dans la mare.
They had fun throwing stones in the pond.

Elles se sont amusées a repeindre sa voiture en rose.
They had fun painting his car pink.

apprendre a faire quelque chose to learn to do something

J’apprends a skier. I'm learning to ski.
Nous avons appris a faire un site internet. We learned to make a website.
Elle apprendra a lire dans deux ans. She’ll learn how to read in two years.
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commencer a faire quelque chose to begin to do something

Il a commencé a pleuvoir. It began to rain.

As-tu commencé a faire tes valises? Have you begun packing yet?
J’ai commencé a lire le livre que tu m’as donné.

I have started reading the book that you’ve given to me.

continuer a faire quelque chose to go on doing something

Il a continué a discuter. He went on talking.
Il continuera a jouer du violon. He’ll keep on playing the violin.

s’habituer a faire quelque chose to get used to doing something

Nous nous habituons a nous lever t6t.
We’re getting used to getting up early.
IIs se sont habitués au froid. They’ve got used to the cold.

Some verbs can be followed by a person’s name or by a noun relating to a person, and then by a and an
infinitive. Sometimes you need to put a in front of the person too.

aider quelqu’un a faire quelque chose to help someone do something

Elle m’a aidé a fermer le magasin. She helped me close up the shop.
Nous les avons aidées a pousser la voiture. We helped them push the car.

apprendre a quelqu’un a faire quelque chose
to teach someone to do something

Il m’avait appris a pécher. He had taught me to fish.
Il a appris a sa fille a cuisiner. He taught his daughter to cook.

inviter quelqu’un a faire quelque chose to invite someone to do something
Elle I’a invité a prendre la parole. She invited him to speak.
Il 'avait invitée a danser. He’d invited her to dance.

Verbs followed by a + object

These are some common verbs that can be followed by a and an object: the person or thing that the verb
‘happens’ to. a is often the equivalent of the English word to when it is used with an indirect object after verbs
like send, give and say.

dire quelque chose a quelqu’un to say something to someone

Elle m’a dit la vérité. She told me the truth.
Il dira son secret a ses petits-enfants.
He will tell his secret to his grandchildren.

donner quelque chose a quelqu’un to give something to someone

Elle a donné son adresse a ses cousins. She gave her address to her cousins.
Ca me donne faim. That makes me feel hungry.

écrire quelque chose a quelqu’un to write something to someone

Elle a écrit une lettre a son acteur préféré.
She wrote a letter to her favourite actor.
Nous nous écrivons régulierement. We write to each other regularly.

envoyer quelque chose a quelqu'un to send something to someone

Il enverra un e-mail a ses parents. He’ll send his parents an email.
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Ma tante m’a envoyé une carte pour mon anniversaire.
My aunt sent me a card for my birthday.

montrer quelque chose a quelqu’un to show something to someone

Elle montre ses dessins a sa mere. She shows her drawings to her mother.
IIs nous ont montré une vieille église. They showed us an old church.

Here are some verbs taking a in French that have a different construction in English.
croire a quelque chose to believe in something
IIs ne croient plus a la paix. They no longer believe in peace.

s’intéresser a quelqu’un/quelque chose
to be interested in someone/something

Est-ce que vous vous intéressez a la politique?
Are you interested in politics?

Elle s’intéresse de plus en plus a cet auteur.
She’s more and more interested in this author.

jouer a quelque chose to play something (sports, games)

Elle joue au tennis. She plays tennis.
IIs jouent aux cartes depuis six heures. They’ve been playing cards since six.

obéir a quelqu’un to obey someone

Elle refuse d’obéir a ses parents. She won’t obey her parents.
Le cheval obéissait a tous les ordres de son maitre.
The horse obeyed every single one of his master’s commands.

penser a quelqu'un/quelque chose to think about someone/something

Il pense a elle chaque a chaque fois qu’il voit la mer.

He thinks about her every time he sees the sea.

Cette photo me fait penser a la Grece. This picture reminds me of Greece.
Je pense a mes vacances. I'm thinking about my holidays.

répondre a quelqu’un to answer someone

Elle a demandé a nouveau mais il ne voulait pas lui répondre.

She asked again but he wouldn’t reply.

Tu ne m’as toujours pas répondu. You still haven’t answered me.
téléphoner a quelqu’un to phone someone

Je téléphonerai a Marie. I’ll phone Marie.

Nous avons des nouvelles de Marie, nous lui avons téléphoné hier.
We’ve got news from Marie, we phoned her yesterday.

Plaire followed by a is a common way of saying you like something.
plaire a quelqu’un to please someone (literally)

Ton cadeau me plait beaucoup. I like your present a lot.

Ce film plait beaucoup aux jeunes.

This film is very popular with young people.

Cette région plait beaucoup aux Britanniques.

This area is very popular with the British.

Ce chapeau lui plaisait beaucoup. He liked this hat very much.
Elle lui plait. He fancies her.
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Manquer a works quite differently from its English equivalent, to miss. The English object is the French subject,
and the English subject is the French object.

manquer a quelqu’un to be missed by someone (literally)

Tu (subject) me (object) manques. I (subject) miss you (object).
Mon pays (subject) me (object) manque beaucoup.

I (subject) miss my country (object) very much.

Elle manque a sa famille. Her family miss her.

Mes parents me manquent. I miss my parents.

There are also some verbs where you can put a direct object before a. The verb demander is the most common.

demander quelque chose a quelqu'un
to ask someone something, to ask someone for something

Demandons ’addition au serveur. Let’s ask the waiter for the bill.
Verbs followed by de + infinitive

There are some common verbs that can be followed by de and an infinitive.

arréter de faire quelque chose, s’arréter de faire quelque chose
to stop doing something

Il voudrait arréter de fumer. He’d like to stop smoking.
Il n’a pas arrété de parler. He didn’t stop talking.
IIs se sont arrétés de jouer. They stopped playing.

commencer de faire quelque chose to start doing something

J’ai commencé de lire ce livre. I've started reading this book.
As-tu commencé de réviser? Have you started revising?

continuer de faire quelque chose to go on doing something

IIs continuent de se voir. They still see each other.
Continueras-tu de m’écrire? Will you keep writing to me?

décider de faire quelque chose to decide to do something

J’ai décidé de lui écrire. I decided to write to her.
J’ai décidé de ne plus venir au cours. I've decided to stop going to the class.

se dépécher de faire quelque chose to hurry to do something

Dépéche-toi de finir ton petit-déjeuner!
Hurry up and finish your breakfast!

essayer de faire quelque chose to try to do something

J’ai essayé de t'appeler mais la ligne était occupée. I tried to ring you but the line was engaged.
Essaie d’aller les voir a Noél. Try to visit them at Christmas.
s’excuser d’avoir fait quelque chose to apologize for doing something

Nous nous sommes excusés d’avoir fait tant de bruit.
We apologized for making so much noise.

finir de faire quelque chose to finish doing something

Il a fini de ranger les assiettes mais il doit laver les verres.
He’s finished putting away the plates but he still has to wash the glasses.
Elle finira de te lire cette histoire demain.
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She’ll finish reading you this story tomorrow.
oublier de faire quelque chose to forget to do something

Elle a oublié de lui dire qu’elle ne viendra pas.

She forgot to tell him that she won’t come.

Je n’oublierai plus jamais de lui souhaiter son anniversaire.
I'll never forget to wish her a happy birthday ever again.

proposer de faire quelque chose to suggest doing something

Elle a proposé d’aller au restaurant.
She suggested going to the restaurant.
As-tu proposé un verre a nos invités? Have you offered our guests a drink?

refuser de faire quelque chose to refuse to do something

Il refuserait de venir s’il savait qui sera la.
He’d refuse to come if he knew who will be there.
Elle a refusé de jouer dans notre équipe. She refused to play in our team.

suggérer de faire quelque chose to suggest doing something

Je leur ai suggéré de partir de bonne heure.

I suggested that they set off early.

Comme il faisait beau, nous avons suggéré d’aller a la féte a pied.

As the weather was nice, we suggested going to the party on foot.

Beaucoup de gens étaient bloqués par la neige et ils ont suggéré de remettre la réunion a demain.
Many people were snowbound and they suggested putting off the meeting to the next day.

The following verbs meaning asking or telling are also followed by de and an infinitive. Sometimes you need
to put a in front of the person you are asking or telling.

commander a quelqu’un de faire quelque chose to order someone to do something

Malgré la tempéte il a commandé a I’équipage de se rassembler sur le pont. Despite the storm he ordered
the crew to assemble on deck.

demander a quelqu’un de faire quelque chose to ask someone to do something

J’ai demandé au plombier de venir a huit heures précises.
I asked the plumber to come at eight sharp.

Je te demanderai peut-étre de m’aider a tailler la haie.

I might ask you to help me trim the hedge.

dire a quelqu’un de faire quelque chose to tell someone to do something

Elle a dit a ses éléves de ne pas en parler.
She told her students not to talk about it.
Il lui a dit de se lever. He told him to get up.

empécher quelqu'un de faire quelque chose to prevent someone from doing something

Il m’empéchait d’aller au cinéma. He wouldn’t let me go to the cinema.
Le soleil ’empéchait de bien voir la route.
She couldn’t see the road clearly because of the sunlight.

remercier quelqu’un de faire quelque chose to thank someone for doing something

Elle a remercié ses amis d’étre venus la voir a I’aéroport puis elle est montée dans I’avion.
She thanked her friends for seeing her off at the airport and got on the plane.

Verbs followed by de + object
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These are some common verbs that can be followed by de and an object: the person or thing that the verb
‘happens’ to. Here are some verbs taking de in French that have a different construction in English.

changer de quelque chose to change something (one’s shoes and so on)

Je change de chaussures et j’arrive!

I'll change my shoes and then I’ll be ready!

Il a changé d’avis, il ne vient plus.

He’s changed his mind, he’s not coming anymore.

dépendre de quelqu'un/quelque chose to depend on someone/something

Ca dépend du temps. It depends on the weather.
Le gofit du vin dépend aussi de son age.
The taste of wine also depends on its age.

s’excuser de quelque chose to apologize for something

Il s’est excusé de son retard. He apologized for being late.
Elle s’excuse de son impolitesse. She apologizes for her rudeness.

jouer de quelque chose to play something

Il joue de la guitare et du piano. He plays the guitar and the piano.

parler de quelque chose to talk about something

Il a parlé de sa nouvelle voiture. He talked about his new car.
Les choses dont elle parle ne m’intéressent pas.
I’'m not interested in the things she talks about.

se servir de quelque chose to use something

Je me suis servi de ta pelle. I used your spade.

Elle s’est servie de sa voiture pour aller acheter du pain au village.

She used his car to go and buy some bread in the village.

se souvenir de quelqu'un/quelque chose to remember someone/something

Je ne me souviens pas de son adresse. I can’t remember his address.
Ce professeur se souvient de toi. This teacher remembers you.
Je ne m’en souviens plus. I can’t remember it any more.

Some common phrases using avoir also contain de.
avoir besoin de quelque chose to need something

J’ai besoin de mon parapluie. I need my umbrella.
Elle a besoin de lui. She needs him.

avoir envie de quelque chose to want something
J’ai envie de chocolat. I want chocolate.

avoir peur de quelque chose to be afraid of something

Il a peur du noir. He’s afraid of the dark.
Elle avait peur des serpents. She was afraid of snakes.

There are also some verbs where you can put a direct object before de.
Remercier is the most common.

remercier quelqu’un de quelque chose to thank someone for something

Je I'ai remerciée de son aide. I thanked her for her help.
Nous les avons remerciés de leur accueil.

50



We thanked them for their welcome.
Verbs taking a direct object in French but not in English
In English there are a few verbs that are followed by for, on, in, to or at which, in French, are not followed by
a preposition such as a or de. Here are the most common:

attendre quelqu’un/quelque chose to wait for sb/sth

J’attends ce moment depuis longtemps.
I’'ve been waiting a long time for this moment.
Je l'ai attendu dehors. I waited for him outside.

chercher quelqu’un/quelque chose to look for sb/sth

Je cherche mes clefs. I'm looking for my keys.
Je I’ai cherchée partout. I looked for her everywhere.

demander quelqu'un/quelque chose to ask for sb/sth

Pendant son premier jour a I’école, il ne cessait de demander sa mére. Throughout his first day at school
he kept asking for his mother.
J’ai demandé un crayon et du papier. I asked for a pen and some paper.

écouter quelqu’un/quelque chose to listen to sb/sth

Nous écoutions Serge chanter. We’d listen to Serge sing.
IIs écoutent le bruit de la pluie. They listen to the noise of the rain.

espérer quelque chose to hope for sth

Nous espérons un rétablissement rapide.
We’re hoping for a prompt recovery.

payer quelque chose to pay for sth

Combien as-tu payé ta voiture? How much did you pay for your car?
Il a méme payé le taxi. He even paid for the taxi.
regarder quelqu'un/quelque chose to look at sb/sth

Il me regardait. He was looking at me.
Elle regardait ses photos de vacances. She looked at his holiday pictures.

Habiter can be used with or without a preposition.
Habiter is mostly used without a preposition when you are talking about living in a house, a flat and so on.

Nous habitons un petit appartement en ville.
We live in a small flat in town.

Use habiter with a when you are talking about a town or city, and au (singular) or aux (plural) with the names
of countries that are masculine in French.

Nous habitons a Liverpool. We live in Liverpool.

Nous habitons aux Etats-Unis. We live in the United States.
Il habite 2a Montpellier. He lives in Montpellier.

Il habite au Canada. He lives in Canada.

Use habiter with en when you are talking about feminine countries.

Nous habitons en Espagne. We live in Spain.
IIs habitent en Nouvelle-Zélande. They live in New Zealand.
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VERB TABLES

Introduction

The Verb Tables in the following section contain 115 tables of French verbs (some regular and some
irregular) in alphabetical order. Each table shows you the following forms: Present, Present Subjunctive,
Perfect, Imperfect, Future, Conditional, Past Historic, Pluperfect, Imperative and the Present and Past
Participles. For more information on these tenses and how they are formed you should look at the section on
Verb Formation in the main text on pages 10-63. If you want to find out in more detail how verbs are used
in different contexts, the Easy Learning French Grammar will give you additional information.

In order to help you use the verbs shown in the Verb Tables correctly, there are also a number of example
phrases at the bottom of each page to show the verb as it is used in context.

In French there are both regular (their forms follow the normal rules) and irregular verbs (their forms do not
follow the normal rules). The regular verbs in these tables are:

donner (regular -er verb, Verb Table 70)
finir (regular -ir verb, Verb Table 100)
attendre (regular -re verb, Verb Table 22)

The irregular verbs are shown in full.

The Verb Index at the end of this section contains over 2000 verbs, each of which is cross-referred to one of
the verbs given in the Verb Tables. The table shows the patterns that the verb listed in the index follows.
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acheter (to buy)

PRESENT PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
j’ achete j’ achete
tu achétes tu achétes
il/elle/on achete il/elle/on achéte
nous achetons nous achetions
vous achetez vous achetiez
ils/elles achetent ils/elles achetent
PERFECT IMPERFECT
j’ ai acheté j’ achetais
tu as acheté tu achetais
il/elle/on a acheté il/elle/on achetait
nous avons acheté nous achetions
vous avez acheté vous achetiez
ils/elles ont acheté ils/elles achetaient
PRESENT PARTICIPLE PAST PARTICIPLE
achetant acheté

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Nous n’achetons jamais de chips. We never buy crisps.

Qu’est-ce que tu as acheté? What did you buy?

Il faut que j’achete un cadeau pour son anniversaire. I must buy a present for his birthday.
Ses parents lui achetaient des bonbons. His parents bought him sweets.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
j’ achéterai
tU acheéteras
il/elle/on achétera
nous acheterons
vous acheterez

ils/elles achéteront

PAST HISTORIC
j’ achetai
tu achetas
il/elle/on acheta
nous achetames
vous achetates

ils/elles achetérent

IMPERATIVE

achete / achetons / achetez

CONDITIONAL

PLUPERFECT

j’ achéterais

tu achéterais

il/elle/on acheéterait
nous achéterions

vous achéteriez

ils/elles achéteraient

j’ avais acheté

tu avais acheté

il/elle/on avait acheté
nous avions acheté

vous aviez acheté

ils/elles avaient acheté

acheter

EXAMPLE PHRASES

J’acheterai des gateaux a la patisserie. I'll buy some cakes at the cake shop.
Elle acheta la robe rouge. She bought the red dress.
Si j’étais riche j’acheéterais un voilier. If I were rich, I'd buy a yacht.
Il lui avait acheté une jolie robe, mais elle ne voulait pas la porter. He’d bought her a nice dress, but she

didn’t want to wear it.

N’acheéte rien pour moi. Don’t buy anything for me.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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acquérir (to acquire)

PRESENT
j’ acquiers
tu acquiers
il/elle/on acquiert
nous acquérons
vous acquérez

ils/elles acquiérent

PERFECT
j’ ai acquis
tu as acquis
il/elle/on a acquis
nous avons acquis
vous avez acquis

ils/elles ont acquis

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

acquérant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
j’ acquiere
tu acquiéres
il/elle/on acquiére
nous acquérions
vous acquériez

ils/elles acquiérent

IMPERFECT
j’ acquérais
tu acquérais
il/elle/on acquérait
nous acquérions
vous acquériez

ils/elles acquéraient

PAST PARTICIPLE

acquis

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Nous acquérons de nouvelles connaissances tous les jours. We acquire new knowledge every day.
Les mauvaises habitudes s’acquiérent facilement. One easily acquires bad habits.
Elle a acquis la nationalité francaise en 2003. She acquired French nationality in 2003.

Il faut qu’il acquieére de I’expérience avant que nous puissions lui offrir un travail. He has to gain some
experience before we can offer him a job.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
j’ acquerrai
tu acquerras
il/elle/on acquerra
nous acquerrons
vous acquerrez

ils/elles acquerront

PAST HISTORIC
j’ acquis
tu acquis
il/elle/on acquit
nous acquimes
vous acquites

ils/elles acquirent

IMPERATIVE

acquiers / acquérons / acquérez

acquérir

CONDITIONAL
j’ acquerrais
tu acquerrais
il/elle/on acquerrait
nous acquerrions
vous acquerriez

ils/elles acquerraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais acquis
tu avais acquis
il/elle/on avait acquis
nous avions acquis
vous aviez acquis

ils/elles avaient acquis

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Elle acquit soudain la certitude qu’il lui avait toujours menti. She suddenly felt certain that he’d always lied to

her.

Tu acquerrais un peu d’expérience si tu travaillais cet été. You’d gain some experience if you worked this

summer.

Il avait mystérieusement acquis une superbe voiture de sport. He had mysteriously acquired a beautiful

sportscar.

Le tableau avait acquis beaucoup de valeur. The painting had risen a lot in value.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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aller (to go)

PRESENT
je vais
tu vas
il/elle/on va
nous allons
vous allez

ils/elles vont

PERFECT
je suis allé(e)
tu es allé(e)
il/elle/on est allé(e)
nous sommes allé(e)s
vous étes allé(e)(s)

ils/elles sont allé(e)s

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

allant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
j’ aille
tu ailles
il/elle/on aille
nous allions
vous alliez

ils/elles aillent

IMPERFECT
j’ allais
tu allais
il/elle/on allait
nous allions
vous alliez

ils/elles allaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

allé

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Vous allez souvent au cinéma? Do you often go to the cinema?

Je suis allé a Londres. I went to London.

Est-ce que tu es déja allé en Allemagne? Have you ever been to Germany?
Il faut que j’aille la chercher a la gare. I have to go and get her at the station.
J’allais tous les jours a 1’école a pied. I would walk to school every day.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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aller

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
j’ irai j’ irais
tu iras tu irais
il/elle/on ira il/elle/on irait
nous irons nous irions
vous irez vous iriez
ils/elles iront ils/elles iraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
j’ allai j’ étais allé(e)
tu allas tu étais allé(e)
il/elle/on alla il/elle/on était allé(e)
nous allames nous étions allé(e)s
vous allates vous étiez allé(e)(s)
ils/elles allerent ils/elles étaient allé(e)s
IMPERATIVE

va / allons / allez

EXAMPLE PHRASES

J’irai en ville demain. I’ll go into town tomorrow.

IIs allerent la voir a I’'hopital. They went to see her at the hospital.

J’irais au théatre avec toi s’il restait des places. I'd go to the theatre with you if there were any tickets left.

Nous étions allés a Paris en avion mais nous étions rentrés par le train. We’d flown to Paris, but we’d come
back by train.

Va voir s’ils sont arrivés. Go and see whether they have arrived.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they

58



s’amuser (to play; to enjoy oneself)

PRESENT
je m’amuse
tu ’amuses
il/elle/on s’amuse
Nnous nous amusons
vous vous amusez

ils/elles s’amusent

PERFECT
je me suis amusé(e)
tu t’es amusé(e)
il/elle/on s’est amusé(e)
nous nous sommes amusé(e)s
vous vous étes amusé(e)(s)

ils/elles se sont amusé(e)s

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

s’amusant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je m’amuse
tu amuses
il/elle/on s’amuse
nous nous amusions
vous vous amusiez

ils/elles s’amusent

IMPERFECT
je m’amusais
tu amusais
il/elle/on s’amusait
nous nous amusions
vous vous amusiez

ils/elles s’amusaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

amusé

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Les enfants s’amusent dehors. The children are playing outside.
On s’est bien amusés a cette soirée. We really enjoyed ourselves at that party.

J’ai peur que personne ne s’amuse cet apres-midi. I'm scared nobody enjoys themselves this afternoon.

IIs s’amusaient a sauter dans les flaques d’eau. They had fun jumping in the puddles.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
je m’amuserai
tu t’amuseras
il/elle/on s’amusera
Nnous Nous amuserons
VOuS Vous amuserez

ils/elles s’amuseront

PAST HISTORIC
je m’amusai
tu amusas
il/elle/on s’amusa
nous nous amusames
vous vous amusates

ils/elles s’amuseéerent

IMPERATIVE

amuse-toi / amusons-nous / amusez-vous

CONDITIONAL
je m’amuserais
tu amuserais
il/elle/on s’amuserait
nous nous amuserions
VOous vous amuseriez

ils/elles s’amuseraient

PLUPERFECT
je m’étais amusé(e)
tu t’étais amusé(e)
il/elle/on s’était amusé(e)
nous nous étions amusé(e)s
vous vous étiez amusé(e)(s)

ils/elles s’étaient amusé(e)s

s’amuser

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je suis stir qu’ils s’amuseront comme des fous. I'm sure they’ll have a whale of a time.

IIs s’amuseérent a dessiner un monstre. They had fun drawing a monster.

Tu amuserais bien si tu venais avec nous. You’d have fun if you came with us.
Je m’étais bien amusé a leur mariage. I'd really enjoyed myself at their wedding.
Amuse-toi bien avec Florence. Have fun with Florence.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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apercevoir (to notice)

PRESENT
j’ apercois
tu apercois
il/elle/on apercoit
nous apercevons
vous apercevez

ils/elles apercoivent

PERFECT
j’ ai apercu
tu as apercu
il/elle/on a apercu
nous avons aperc¢u
vous avez apercu

ils/elles ont apercu

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

apercevant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
j’ apercoive
tu apercoives
il/elle/on apercoive
nous apercevions
vous aperceviez

ils/elles apercoivent

IMPERFECT
j’ apercevais
tu apercevais
il/elle/on apercevait
nous apercevions
vous aperceviez
ils/elles apercevaient
PAST PARTICIPLE
apercu

EXAMPLE PHRASES

J’apercois une lumiére la-bas. I can see a light over there.
Je I’ai apercue hier au marché. I saw her yesterday at the market.

IIs ont marché longtemps, jusqu’a ce qu’ils apercoivent une maison. They walked for a long time, until they

saw a house.

Je les apercevais de temps en temps en allant travailler. I saw them from time to time on my way to work.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
j’ apercevrai
tu apercevras
il/elle/on apercevra
nous apercevrons
Vous apercevrez

ils/elles apercevront

PAST HISTORIC
j’ apercus
tu apercus
il/elle/on apercut
nous aperc¢iimes
vous aperciites

ils/elles apercurent

IMPERATIVE

not used

apercevoir

CONDITIONAL
j’ apercevrais
tu apercevrais
il/elle/on apercevrait
nous apercevrions
vous apercevriez

ils/elles apercevraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais apercu
tu avais apercu
il/elle/on avait apercu
nous avions apercu
vous aviez apercu

ils/elles avaient apercu

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Va jusqu’a 'arrét du bus et tu apercevras le magasin au coin de la rue. Go up to the bus stop and you’ll see

the shop on the street corner.

IIs apercurent une silhouette au loin. They saw a shadow in the distance.
Il 'avait apercue une ou deux fois chez les Duval il y avait trés longtemps. He’d seen her once or twice at the

Duvals’ a long time before.

Je ne me souvenais pas de ’endroit ot je ’avais apercu. I couldn’t remember where I’d seen him.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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appeler (to call)

PRESENT
j’ appelle
tu appelles
il/elle/on appelle
nous appelons
vous appelez

ils/elles appellent

PERFECT
j’ ai appelé
tu as appelé
il/elle/on a appelé
nous avons appelé
vous avez appelé

ils/elles ont appelé

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

appelant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
j’ appelle
tu appelles
il/elle/on appelle
nous appelions
vous appeliez

ils/elles appellent

IMPERFECT
j’ appelais
tu appelais
il/elle/on appelait
nous appelions
vous appeliez

ils/elles appelaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

appelé

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Louise! Descends: maman t’appelle. Louise! Go downstairs — mum’s calling you.

Comment tu t’appelles? What’s your name?
Elle a appelé le médecin. She called the doctor.

Il faut que je 'appelle aprés diner. I must ring her after dinner.
Elle appelait souvent le soir. She often rang in the evening.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
j’ appellerai
tu appelleras
il/elle/on appellera
nous appellerons
vous appellerez

ils/elles appelleront

PAST HISTORIC
j’ appelai
tu appelas
il/elle/on appela
nous appelames
vous appelates

ils/elles appelerent

IMPERATIVE
appelle / appelons / appelez

CONDITIONAL
j’ appellerais
tu appellerais
il/elle/on appellerait
nous appellerions
vous appelleriez

ils/elles appelleraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais appelé
tu avais appelé
il/elle/on avait appelé
nous avions appelé
vous aviez appelé

ils/elles avaient appelé

appeler

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je t'appellerai demain. I'll ring you tomorrow.

On appela mon nom et je me levai. My name was called and I stood up.

Je 'appellerais si j’étais stir de ne pas le déranger. I’d ring him if I was sure not to disturb him.

Elle m’avait appelé mais je ne I’avais pas entendue. She had called me but I hadn’t heard her.
Appelle-moi sur mon portable. Ring me on my mobile.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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appuyer (to lean; to press)

PRESENT
j’ appuie
tu appuies
il/elle/on appuie
nous appuyons
vous appuyez

ils/elles appuient

PERFECT
j’ ai appuyé
tu as appuyé
il/elle/on a appuyé
nous avons appuyé
vous avez appuyé

ils/elles ont appuyé

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

appuyant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
j’ appuie
tu appuies
il/elle/on appuie
nous appuyions
vous appuyiez

ils/elles appuient

IMPERFECT
j’ appuyais
tu appuyais
il/elle/on appuyait
nous appuyions
vous appuyiez

ils/elles appuyaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

appuyé

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Elle a appuyé son vélo contre le mur. She leaned her bike against the wall.
Il faut que tu appuies fort. You have to press hard.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
j’ appuierai
tu appuieras
il/elle/on appuiera
nous appuierons
vous appuierez

ils/elles appuieront

PAST HISTORIC
j’ appuyai
tu appuyas
il/elle/on appuya
nous appuyames
vous appuyates

ils/elles appuyérent

IMPERATIVE
appuie / appuyons / appuyez

CONDITIONAL
j’ appuierais
tu appuierais
il/elle/on appuierait
nous appuierions
vous appuieriez

ils/elles appuieraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais appuyé
tu avais appuyé
il/elle/on avait appuyé
nous avions appuyé
vous aviez appuyé

ils/elles avaient appuyé

appuyer

EXAMPLE PHRASES

J’appuierai trois fois sur la sonnette. I'll press the bell three times.

Il appuya longtemps mais la colle ne tenait pas. He pressed for a long time but the glue didn’t hold.
Il n’appuierait pas si fort si tu le laissais faire. He wouldn’t press so hard if you’d let him do it.

Elle n’avait pas appuyé assez fort et la cloche n’avait pas sonné. She hadn’t pressed hard enough and the bell

hadn’t rung.

Appuie sur le bouton rouge. Press the red button.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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arriver (to arrive)

PRESENT PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

j’ arrive j’ arrive

tu arrives tu arrives

il/elle/on arrive il/elle/on arrive

nous arrivons nous arrivions

vous arrivez vous arriviez

ils/elles arrivent ils/elles arrivent

PERFECT IMPERFECT

je suis arrivé(e) j’ arrivais

tu es arrivé(e) tu arrivais

il/elle/on est arrivé(e) il/elle/on arrivait

nous sommes arrivé(e)s nous arrivions

vous étes arrivé(e)(s) vous arriviez

ils/elles sont arrivé(e)s ils/elles arrivaient
PRESENT PARTICIPLE PAST PARTICIPLE

arrivant arrivé

EXAMPLE PHRASES

J’arrive a I’école a huit heures. I arrive at school at 8 o’clock.

Qu’est-ce qui est arrivé a Aurélie? What happened to Aurélie?

N’arrivez pas en retard demain. Don’t arrive late tomorrow.

Il faut que j’arrive a jouer cet air pour la lecon de demain. I’ll have to be able to play this tune for tomorrow’s

lesson.
Il m’arrivait de dormir jusqu’a midi. I sometimes slept till midday.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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arriver

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
j’ arriverai j’ arriverais
tu arriveras tu arriverais
il/elle/on arrivera il/elle/on arriverait
nous arriverons nous arriverions
vous arriverez vous arriveriez
ils/elles arriveront ils/elles arriveraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
j’ arrivai j’ étais arrivé(e)
tu arrivas tu étais arrivé(e)
il/elle/on arriva il/elle/on était arrivé(e)
nous arrivames nous étions arrivé(e)s
vous arrivates vous étiez arrivé(e)(s)
ils/elles arriverent ils/elles étaient arrivé(e)s
IMPERATIVE

arrive / arrivons / arrivez

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Arriveras-tu a ’heure pour ton rendez-vous? Will you be on time for your appointment?

La réunion était finie depuis longtemps quand il arriva. The meeting had finished long before he arrived.

Je n’arriverais jamais a faire tout ce travail sans ton aide. I would never be able to get all this work done
without your help.

Le prof n’était pas encore arrivé. The teacher hadn’t arrived yet.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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s’asseoir (to sit down)

PRESENT
je m‘assieds/m’assois
tu t‘assieds/t’assois
il/elle/on s‘assied/s’assoit
nous nous asseyons/nous assoyons
VOus vous asseyez/vous assoyez

ils/elles s’asseyent/s’assoient

PERFECT
je me suis assis(e)
tu t’es assis(e)
il/elle/on s’est assis(e)
nous nous sommes assis(es)
vous vous étes assis(e(s))

ils/elles se sont assis(es)

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

s’asseyant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je m’asseye
tu t’asseyes
il/elle/on s’asseye
nous nous asseyions
vous vous asseyiez

ils/elles s’asseyent

IMPERFECT
je m’asseyais
tu t’asseyais
il/elle/on s’asseyait
nous nous asseyions
vous vous asseyiez
ils/elles s’asseyaient
PAST PARTICIPLE
assis

EXAMPLE PHRASES
Je peux m’asseoir? May I sit down?

Je me suis assise sur un chewing-gum! I’ve sat on chewing-gum!
On s’asseyait toujours I'un a c6té de 'autre. We would always sit next to each other.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
je m’assiérai
tu t’assiéras
il/elle/on s’assiéra
nous nous assiérons
vous vous assiérez

ils/elles s’assiéront

PAST HISTORIC
je m’assis
tu t’assis
il/elle/on s’assit
nous nous assimes
vous vous assites

ils/elles s’assirent

IMPERATIVE

assieds-toi / asseyons-nous / asseyez-vous

CONDITIONAL

PLUPERFECT

je m’assiérais
tu t’assiérais
il/elle/on s’assiérait
nous nous assiérions
vous vous assiériez

ils/elles s’assiéraient

je m’étais assis(e)
tu t’étais assis(e)
il/elle/on s’était assis(e)
nous nous étions assis(es)
vous vous étiez assis(e(s))

ils/elles s’étaient assis(es)

s’asseoir

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je m’assiérai a coté de toi. I’ll sit next to you.

Il s’assit en face de moi. He sat down opposite me.
Je ne m’assiérais pas la si j’étais toi. I wouldn’t sit there if I were you.
Elle ne s’était pas encore assise quand la fillette 'appela a nouveau. She hadn’t even sat down when the little

girl called her once again.

Assieds-toi, Nicole. Sit down Nicole.
Asseyez-vous, les enfants. Sit down children.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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atteindre (to reach)

PRESENT
j’ atteins
tu atteins
il/elle/on atteint
nous atteignons
vous atteignez

ils/elles atteignent

PERFECT
j’ ai atteint
tu as atteint
il/elle/on a atteint
nous avons atteint
vous avez atteint

ils/elles ont atteint

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

atteignant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
j’ atteigne
tu atteignes
il/elle/on atteigne
nous atteignions
vous atteigniez

ils/elles atteignent

IMPERFECT
j’ atteignais
tu atteignais
il/elle/on atteignait
nous atteignions
vous atteigniez
ils/elles atteignaient
PAST PARTICIPLE
atteint

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je n’arrive pas a atteindre ma valise. I can’t reach my suitcase.
Cette Ferrari atteint une vitesse de 245 km/h. This Ferrari reaches a speed of 245km/h.

IIs ont atteint le sommet en quatre heures et demie. They reached the summit in four and a half hours.
IIs atteignaient Paris quand ’accident se produisit. They were nearing Paris when the accident happened.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
j’ atteindrai
tu atteindras
il/elle/on atteindra
nous atteindrons
vous atteindrez

ils/elles atteindront

PAST HISTORIC
j’ atteignis
tu atteignis
il/elle/on atteignit
nous atteignimes
vous atteignites

ils/elles atteignirent

IMPERATIVE

atteins / atteignons / atteignez

CONDITIONAL
j’ atteindrais
tu atteindrais
il/elle/on atteindrait
nous atteindrions
vous atteindriez

ils/elles atteindraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais atteint
tu avais atteint
il/elle/on avait atteint
nous avions atteint
vous aviez atteint

ils/elles avaient atteint

atteindre

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Nous atteindrons Rouen dans dix minutes. We’ll reach Rouen in ten minutes.

Il atteignit sa destination en trois semaines. He reached his destination in three weeks.
Il se rendit compte qu’il n’atteindrait jamais son but. He realized that he would never reach his goal.
Le tableau avait atteint un prix exorbitant. The painting had reached a prohibitive price.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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attendre (to wait)

PRESENT
j’ attends
tu attends
il/elle/on attend
nous attendons
vous attendez

ils/elles attendent

PERFECT
j’ ai attendu
tu as attendu
il/elle/on a attendu
nous avons attendu
vous avez attendu

ils/elles ont attendu

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

attendant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
j’ attende
tu attendes
il/elle/on attende
nous attendions
vous attendiez

ils/elles attendent

IMPERFECT
j’ attendais
tu attendais
il/elle/on attendait
nous attendions
vous attendiez
ils/elles attendaient
PAST PARTICIPLE
attendu

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Tu attends depuis longtemps? Have you been waiting long?

Je l‘ai attendu a la poste. I waited for him at the post office.

Elle veut que je I'attende dans le hall. She wants me to wait for her in the hall.
Elle attendait un bébé. She was expecting a baby.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
j’ attendrai
tu attendras
il/elle/on attendra
nous attendrons
vous attendrez

ils/elles attendront

PAST HISTORIC
j’ attendis
tu attendis
il/elle/on attendit
nous attendimes
vous attendites

ils/elles attendirent

IMPERATIVE

attends / attendons / attendez

CONDITIONAL

PLUPERFECT

j’ attendrais

tu attendrais

il/elle/on attendrait
nous attendrions

vous attendriez

ils/elles attendraient

j’ avais attendu

tu avais attendu

il/elle/on avait attendu
nous avions attendu

vous aviez attendu

ils/elles avaient attendu

attendre

EXAMPLE PHRASES

J’attendrai qu’il ne pleuve plus. I’ll wait until it’s stopped raining.
Nous attendimes en silence. We waited in silence.
Je t’attendrais si tu n’étais pas si lente. I'd wait for you if you weren’t so slow.
Elle m’avait attendu patiemment devant la poste. She had patiently waited for me in front of the post office.

Attends-moi! Wait for me!

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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avoir (to have)

PRESENT
j ai
tu as
il/elle/on a
nous avons

vous avez

ils/elles ont

PERFECT
jaieu
tu as eu

il/elle/on a eu

nous avons eu
vous avez eu

ils/elles ont eu

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

ayant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

IMPERFECT

PAST PARTICIPLE

eu

j’ aie
tu aies
il/elle/on ait
nous ayons
vous ayez

ils/elles aient

j’ avais

tu avais

il/elle/on avait
nous avions

vous aviez

ils/elles avaient

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Il a les yeux bleus. He’s got blue eyes.
Quel age as-tu? How old are you?

Il y a beaucoup de monde. There are lots of people.

Il a eu un accident. He’s had an accident.

J’avais faim. I was hungry.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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avoir

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
j’ aurai j’ aurais
tu auras tu aurais
il/elle/on aura il/elle/on aurait
nous aurons nous aurions
vous aurez vous auriez
ils/elles auront ils/elles auraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
j eus j’ avais eu
tu eus tu avais eu
il/elle/on eut il/elle/on avait eu
nous efimes nous avions eu
vous etites vous aviez eu
ils/elles eurent ils/elles avaient eu
IMPERATIVE

aie / ayons / ayez

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Cloé aura cing ans au mois d’aofit. Cloé will be five in August.

J’eus soudain I’idée de lui rendre visite. I suddenly thought of paying him a visit.

Je n’aurais pas tant mangé si j’avais su qu’il y avait un dessert. I wouldn’t have eaten so much if I'd known
that there was a pudding.

Paul avait eu mal au ventre toute la nuit. Paul had had a sore stomach all night.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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battre (to beat)

PRESENT
je bats
tu bats
il/elle/on bat
nous battons
vous battez

ils/elles battent

PERFECT
j’ ai battu
tu as battu
il/elle/on a battu
nous avons battu
vous avez battu

ils/elles ont battu

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

battant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je batte

tu battes
il/elle/on batte
nous battions
vous battiez

ils/elles battent

IMPERFECT
je battais
tu battais
il/elle/on battait
nous battions
vous battiez
ils/elles battaient
PAST PARTICIPLE
battu

EXAMPLE PHRASES

J’ai le cceur qui bat vite! My heart’s beating fast!

Arrétez de vous battre! Stop fighting!

On les a battus deux a un. We beat them two-one.
Elle le battait toujours au poker. She’d always beat him at poker.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je battrai je battrais
tu battras tu battrais
il/elle/on battra il/elle/on battrait
nous battrons nous battrions
vous battrez vous battriez
ils/elles battront ils/elles battraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je battis j’ avais battu
tu battis tu avais battu
il/elle/on battit il/elle/on avait battu
nous battimes nous avions battu
vous battites vous aviez battu
ils/elles battirent ils/elles avaient battu
IMPERATIVE

bats / battons / battez

battre

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Tu ne me battras jamais a la course. You’ll never beat me at running.

Elle le battit au Scrabble®. She beat him at Scrabble®.

IIs se battraient tout le temps si je les laissais faire. They’d fight all the time if I let them.

Elle avait battu le record du monde du saut a la perche. She‘d beaten the world record for the pole vault.

Bats les cartes, s’il te plait. Shuffle the cards please.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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boire (to drink)

PRESENT
je bois
tu bois
il/elle/on boit
nous buvons
vous buvez

ils/elles boivent

PERFECT
j aibu
tu as bu

il/elle/on a bu

nous avons bu

vous avez bu

ils/elles ont bu

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

buvant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je boive
tu boives
il/elle/on boive
nous buvions
vous buviez

ils/elles boivent

IMPERFECT
je buvais
tu buvais
il/elle/on buvait
nous buvions
vous buviez

ils/elles buvaient

PAST PARTICIPLE
bu

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Qu’est-ce que tu veux boire? What would you like to drink?

Il ne boit jamais d’alcool. He never drinks alcohol.

J’ai bu un litre d’eau. I drank a litre of water.

Elle buvait un whisky tous les soirs. She had a whisky every night.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they

79



FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je boirai je boirais
tu boiras tu boirais
il/elle/on boira il/elle/on boirait
nous boirons nous boirions
vous boirez vous boiriez
ils/elles boiront ils/elles boiraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je bus j’ avais bu
tu bus tu avais bu
il/elle/on but il/elle/on avait bu
nous btimes nous avions bu
vous biites vous aviez bu
ils/elles burent ils/elles avaient bu
IMPERATIVE

bois / buvons / buvez

boire

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Que boirez-vous? What will you have to drink?

Il but son jus d’orange d’un trait. He drank his orange juice in one gulp.
Je boirais bien un cognac. I'd quite like a brandy.

On voyait qu’il avait bu. He was obviously drunk.

Bois ton café avant de partir. Drink your coffee before we leave.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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bouillir (to boil)

PRESENT
je bous
tu bous
il/elle/on bout
nous bouillons
vous bouillez

ils/elles bouillent

PERFECT
j’ ai bouilli
tu as bouilli
il/elle/on a bouilli
nous avons bouilli
vous avez bouilli

ils/elles ont bouilli

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

bouillant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je bouille
tu bouilles
il/elle/on bouille
nous bouillions
vous bouilliez

ils/elles bouillent

IMPERFECT
je bouillais
tu bouillais
il/elle/on bouillait
nous bouillions
vous bouilliez

ils/elles bouillaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

bouilli

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Tu peux mettre de I’eau a bouillir? Can you boil some water?
Faites bouillir pendant quelques minutes. Boil for a few minutes.

L’eau bout. The water’s boiling.

La soupe a bouilli trop longtemps. The soup had boiled for too long.
Je bouillais d’impatience. I was bursting with impatience.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
je bouillirai
tu bouilliras
il/elle/on bouillira
nous bouillirons
vous bouillirez

ils/elles bouilliront

PAST HISTORIC
je bouillis
tu bouillis
il/elle/on bouillit
nous bouillimes
vous bouillites

ils/elles bouillirent

IMPERATIVE

bous / bouillons / bouillez

CONDITIONAL
je bouillirais
tu bouillirais
il/elle/on bouillirait
nous bouillirions
vous bouilliriez

ils/elles bouilliraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais bouilli
tu avais bouilli
il/elle/on avait bouilli
nous avions bouilli
vous aviez bouilli

ils/elles avaient bouilli

bouillir

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Quand l’eau bouillira, la bouilloire sifflera. When the water boils, the kettle will whistle.
Le lait bouillit et déborda. The milk boiled over.

L’eau n’avait pas encore bouilli. The water hadn’t boiled yet.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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commencer (to start; to begin)

PRESENT

je commence
tu commences
il/elle/on commence
nous commeng¢ons
vous commencez

ils/elles commencent

PERFECT
j’ ai commencé
tu as commencé
il/elle/on a commencé
nous avons commencé
vous avez commencé

ils/elles ont commencé

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

commencant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je commence
tu commences
il/elle/on commence
nous commencions
vous commenciez

ils/elles commencent

IMPERFECT
je commencais
tu commencais
il/elle/on commencait
nous commencions

vous commenciez

ils/elles commencaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

commencé

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Les cours commencent a neuf heures. Lessons start at nine o’clock.

Tu as déja commencé a réviser pour tes examens? Have you started revising for your exams?

Ne commence pas a m’embéter. Don’t start annoying me.

J’aimerais que tu commences a faire les valises. I'd like you to start packing the suitcases.

Son attitude commencait a m’énerver. Her attitude had started to annoy me.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
je commencerai
tu commenceras
il/elle/on commencera
nous commencerons
vous commencerez

ils/elles commenceront

PAST HISTORIC
je commencai
tu commencas
il/elle/on commenca
nous commenc¢ames
vous commencates

ils/elles commencérent

IMPERATIVE

commence / commenc¢ons / commencez

commencer

CONDITIONAL
je commencerais
tu commencerais
il/elle/on commencerait
nous commencerions
vous commenceriez

ils/elles commenceraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais commencé
tu avais commencé
il/elle/on avait commencé
nous avions commencé
vous aviez commencé

ils/elles avaient commencé

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Nous ne commencerons pas sans toi. We won’t start without you.

C’est quand les nouveaux voisins arriverent que les ennuis commenceérent. It’s when the new neighbours
arrived that the problems started.

Nous commencerions une partie de cartes si nous étions sfirs d’avoir le temps de la finir. We’d start a game of
cards if we were sure we’d have time to finish it.

Il avait commencé a pleuvoir. It had started to rain.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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conclure (to conclude)

PRESENT

je conclus
tu conclus
il/elle/on conclut
nous concluons
vous concluez

ils/elles concluent

PERFECT
j’ ai conclu
tu as conclu
il/elle/on a conclu
nous avons conclu
vous avez conclu

ils/elles ont conclu

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

concluant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

je conclue
tu conclues
il/elle/on conclue
nous concluions
vous concluiez

ils/elles concluent

IMPERFECT
je concluais
tu concluais
il/elle/on concluait
nous concluions

vous concluiez

ils/elles concluaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

conclu

EXAMPLE PHRASES

J’en conclus qu’il ne m’a pas dit la vérité. I conclude from this that he didn’t tell me the truth.

IIs ont conclu un marché. They concluded a deal.
Il en a conclu qu’il s’était trompé. He concluded that he had got it wrong.
Il faut que je conclue le marché aujourd’hui. I must conclude the deal today.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they

85



FUTURE
je conclurai
tu concluras
il/elle/on conclura
nous conclurons
vous conclurez

ils/elles concluront

PAST HISTORIC
je conclus
tu conclus
il/elle/on conclut
nous conclimes
vous concliites

ils/elles conclurent

IMPERATIVE

conclus / concluons / concluez

conclure

CONDITIONAL
je conclurais
tu conclurais
il/elle/on conclurait
nous conclurions
vous concluriez

ils/elles concluraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais conclu
tu avais conclu
il/elle/on avait conclu
nous avions conclu
vous aviez conclu

ils/elles avaient conclu

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je conclurai par ces mots... I will conclude with these words...

Elle en conclut qu’il était parti. She concluded that he had gone.

Nous n’avions encore rien conclu quand il est arrivé. We hadn’t concluded anything when he arrived.

IIs avaient conclu la soirée par une partie de cartes. They had concluded the evening with a game of cards.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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conduire (to drive)

PRESENT
je conduis
tu conduis
il/elle/on conduit
nous conduisons
vous conduisez

ils/elles conduisent

PERFECT
j’ ai conduit
tu as conduit
il/elle/on a conduit
nous avons conduit
vous avez conduit

ils/elles ont conduit

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

conduisant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je conduise
tu conduises
il/elle/on conduise
nous conduisions
vous conduisiez

ils/elles conduisent

IMPERFECT
je conduisais
tu conduisais
il/elle/on conduisait
nous conduisions
vous conduisiez

ils/elles conduisaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

conduit

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Elle conduit sa fille a I’école tous les matins. She drives her daughter to school every morning.

Cela fait longtemps que je n’ai pas conduit. I haven’t driven for a long time.
J’aimerais que tu me conduises a la gare. Id like you to drive me to the station.

Il conduisait lentement quand l'accident est arrivé. He was driving slowly when the accident happened.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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conduire

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je conduirai je conduirais
tu conduiras tu conduirais
il/elle/on conduira il/elle/on conduirait
nous conduirons nous conduirions
vous conduirez vous conduiriez
ils/elles conduiront ils/elles conduiraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je conduisis j’ avais conduit
tu conduisis tu avais conduit
il/elle/on conduisit il/elle/on avait conduit
nous conduisimes nous avions conduit
vous conduisites vous aviez conduit
ils/elles conduisirent ils/elles avaient conduit
IMPERATIVE

conduis / conduisons / conduisez

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je te conduirai chez le docteur. I'll drive you to the doctor’s.

Elle conduisit sans dire un mot. She drove without saying a word.

Je te conduirais en ville si j’avais le temps. I’d drive you into town if I had time.

Elle avait conduit toute la nuit et elle était épuisée. She’d driven all night and she was exhausted.
Conduis prudemment. Drive carefully.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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connaitre (to know)

PRESENT

je connais
tu connais
il/elle/on connait
nous connaissons
vous connaissez

ils/elles connaissent

PERFECT
j’ ai connu
tu as connu
il/elle/on a connu
nous avons connu
vous avez connu

ils/elles ont connu

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

connaissant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

je connaisse
tu connaisses
il/elle/on connaisse
nous connaissions
vous connaissiez

ils/elles connaissent

IMPERFECT
je connaissais
tu connaissais
il/elle/on connaissait
nous connaissions
vous connaissiez
ils/elles connaissaient
PAST PARTICIPLE
connu

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je ne connais pas du tout cette région. I don’t know the area at all.
Vous connaissez M. Amiot? Do you know Mr Amiot?

Il n’a pas connu son grand-pere. He never knew his granddad.

Je connaissais bien sa mere. I knew his mother well.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
je connaitrai
tu connaitras
il/elle/on connaitra
nous connaitrons
vous connaitrez

ils/elles connaitront

PAST HISTORIC
je connus
tu connus
il/elle/on connut
nous conniimes
vous conniites

ils/elles connurent

IMPERATIVE

connais / connaissons / connaissez

connaitre

CONDITIONAL
je connaitrais
tu connaitrais
il/elle/on connaitrait
nous connaitrions
vous connaitriez

ils/elles connaitraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais connu
tu avais connu
il/elle/on avait connu
nous avions connu
vous aviez connu

ils/elles avaient connu

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je ne la connaitrai jamais bien. I'll never know her well.
Il connut d’abord Laura puis il rencontra Claire. First he got to know Laura and then he met Claire.
Nous ne nous connaitrions pas s’il ne nous avait pas présentés. We wouldn’t know each other if he hadn’t

introduced us.

J’aurais gagné si j’avais connu la réponse a la derniere question. I would have won if I had known the

answer to the last question.

Ils s’étaient connus a Rouen. They’d first met in Rouen.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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continuer (to continue; to go on)

PRESENT PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je continue je continue
tu continues tu continues
il/elle/on continue il/elle/on continue
nous continuons nous continuions
vous continuez vous continuiez
ils/elles continuent ils/elles continuent
PERFECT IMPERFECT
j’ ai continué je continuais
tu as continué tu continuais
il/elle/on a continué il/elle/on continuait
nous avons continué nous continuions
vous avez continué vous continuiez
ils/elles ont continué ils/elles continuaient
PRESENT PARTICIPLE PAST PARTICIPLE
continuant continué

EXAMPLE PHRASES
Il continue de fumer malgré son asthme. He keeps on smoking despite his asthma.
IIs ont continué a regarder la télé sans me dire bonjour. They went on watching TV without saying hello to

me.
Il faut que tu continues a réviser si tu veux réussir a ton examen. You’ll have to carry on revising if you want

to do well in your exam.
La phrase continuait sur la page suivante. The sentence continued on the next page.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE
je continuerai
tu continueras
il/elle/on continuera
nous continuerons
vous continuerez

ils/elles continueront

PAST HISTORIC
je continuai
tu continuas
il/elle/on continua
nous continuadmes
vous continuates

ils/elles continuérent

IMPERATIVE

continue / continuons / continuez

continuer

CONDITIONAL
je continuerais
tu continuerais
il/elle/on continuerait
nous continuerions
vous continueriez

ils/elles continueraient

PLUPERFECT
j’ avais continué
tu avais continué
il/elle/on avait continué
nous avions continué
vous aviez continué

ils/elles avaient continué

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Nous continuerons I'histoire demain. We’ll continue the story tomorrow.

IIs continuérent a la harceler toute la soirée. They went on harassing her all evening.

Je continuerais a regarder ce film si j’avais le temps. I'd carry on watching this film if I had time.

Ils avaient continué a lui rendre visite méme aprés leur déménagement. They had carried on visiting her

even after they had moved house.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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coudre (to sew)

PRESENT

je couds
tu couds
il/elle/on coud
nous cousons
vous cousez

ils/elles cousent

PERFECT
j’ ai cousu
tu as cousu
il/elle/on a cousu
nous avons cousu
vous avez cousu

ils/elles ont cousu

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

cousant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

je couse
tu couses
il/elle/on couse
nous cousions
vous cousiez

ils/elles cousent

IMPERFECT
je cousais
tu cousais
il/elle/on cousait
nous cousions
vous cousiez

ils/elles cousaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

cousu

EXAMPLE PHRASES
Tu sais coudre? Can you sew?

Ma mere coud beaucoup. My mum sews a lot.

J’ai cousu toute la soirée hier. I spent all evening yesterday sewing.
Elle cousait tous les soirs apres diner. She would sew every night after dinner.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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coudre

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je coudrai je coudrais
tu coudras tu coudrais
il/elle/on coudra il/elle/on coudrait
nous coudrons nous coudrions
vous coudrez vous coudriez
ils/elles coudront ils/elles coudraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je cousus j’ avais cousu
tu cousus tu avais cousu
il/elle/on cousut il/elle/on avait cousu
nous coustimes nous avions cousu
vous cousttes vous aviez cousu
ils/elles cousurent ils/elles avaient cousu
IMPERATIVE

couds / cousons / cousez

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Demain, je coudrai ’écusson sur ton sweat. Tomorrow, I'll sew the badge on your sweatshirt.

Elle cousut rapidement le bouton. She quickly sewed the button on.

Je coudrais l'ourlet si j’étais s{ir de ce que je faisais. I'd sew the hem if I knew what I was doing.

Je n’avais pas bien cousu le bouton et je I’avais perdu. I hadn’t sewn the button on properly and I'd lost it.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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courir (to run)

PRESENT

je cours
tu cours
il/elle/on court
nous courons
vous courez

ils/elles courent

PERFECT
j’ ai couru
tu as couru

il/elle/on a couru

nous avons couru

vous avez couru

ils/elles ont couru

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

courant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

je coure
tu coures
il/elle/on coure
nous courions
vous couriez

ils/elles courent

IMPERFECT

je courais

tu courais

il/elle/on courait
nous courions

vous couriez

ils/elles couraient

PAST PARTICIPLE

couru

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je ne cours pas tres vite. I can’t run very fast.

J’ai couru jusqu’a ’école. I ran all the way to school.
Ne courez pas dans le couloir. Don’t run in the corridor.

Elle est sortie en courant. She ran out.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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courir

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je courrai je courrais
tu courras tu courrais
il/elle/on courra il/elle/on courrait
nous courrons nous courrions
VOous courrez vous courriez
ils/elles courront ils/elles courraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je courus j’ avais couru
tu courus tu avais couru
il/elle/on courut il/elle/on avait couru
nous couriimes nous avions couru
vous couriites vous aviez couru
ils/elles coururent ils/elles avaient couru
IMPERATIVE

cours / courons / courez

EXAMPLE PHRASES

L’ été prochain, nous courrons le marathon de Londres. Next summer, we’ll run the London marathon.
Il courut apres elle, mais elle était trop rapide. He ran after her, but she was too fast.

Je courrais bien plus vite si je n’étais pas fatigué. I’d run much faster if I wasn’t tired.

J’étais essoufflé parce que j’avais couru. I was out of breath because I'd been running.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they

96



craindre (to fear)

PRESENT

je crains
tu crains
il/elle/on craint
nous craignons
vous craignez

ils/elles craignent

PERFECT
j’ ai craint
tu as craint
il/elle/on a craint
nous avons craint
vous avez craint

ils/elles ont craint

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

craignant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je craigne
tu craignes
il/elle/on craigne
nous craignions
vous craigniez

ils/elles craignent

IMPERFECT
je craignais
tu craignais
il/elle/on craignait
nous craignions
vous craigniez

ils/elles craignaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

craint

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Tu n’as rien a craindre. You've got nothing to fear.

Je crains le pire. I fear the worst.

Il craignait qu’elle ne soit partie. He feared that she had gone.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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craindre

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je craindrai je craindrais
tu craindras tu craindrais
il/elle/on craindra il/elle/on craindrait
nous craindrons nous craindrions
vous craindrez vous craindriez
ils/elles craindront ils/elles craindraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je craignis j’ avais craint
tu craignis tu avais craint
il/elle/on craignit il/elle/on avait craint
nous craignimes nous avions craint
vous craignites vous aviez craint
ils/elles craignirent ils/elles avaient craint
IMPERATIVE

crains / craignons / craignez

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je craignis qu’il ne se vexe. I feared he might get upset.

Je ne le craindrais pas tant s’il n’était pas si irritable. I wouldn’t fear him so much if he wasn’t so irritable.
Si j’étais toi, je craindrais sa colére. If I were you, I'd fear his anger.

Elle avait craint sa colére, mais il n’avait rien dit. She had feared his anger, but he didn’t say anything.

Ne craignez rien, ce chien n’est pas méchant. Don’t be scared, this dog is harmless.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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créer (to create)

PRESENT
je crée
tu crées
il/elle/on crée
nous créons
vous créez

ils/elles créent

PERFECT
j aicréé
tu as créé
il/elle/on a créé
nous avons créé
vous avez créé

ils/elles ont créé

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

créant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je crée
tu crées
il/elle/on crée
nous créions
vous créiez

ils/elles créent

IMPERFECT
je créais
tu créais
il/elle/on créait
nous créions
vous créiez

ils/elles créaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

créé

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Ce virus crée des difficultés dans le monde entier. This virus is causing problems all over the world.

Il a créé une nouvelle recette. He’s created a new recipe.

Nous avons créé ce parfum spécialement pour cette occasion. We’ve created this perfume specially for this

occasion.

Elle créait souvent des disputes entre nous. She would often cause arguments between us.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je créerai je créerais
tu créeras tu créerais
il/elle/on créera il/elle/on créerait
nous créerons nous créerions
vous créerez vous créeriez
ils/elles créeront ils/elles créeraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je créai j’ avais créé
tu créas tu avais créé
il/elle/on créa il/elle/on avait créé
nous créames nous avions créé
vous créates vous aviez créé
ils/elles créerent ils/elles avaient créé
IMPERATIVE

crée / créons / créez

créer

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Le gouvernement créera deux mille emplois supplémentaires. The government will create an extra two
thousand jobs.

Les licenciements créerent des tensions dans ’entreprise. The redundancies created tensions in the firm.

Elle avait créé une créme qui allait révolutionner I'industrie des produits cosmétiques. She had created a
cream which was to revolutionize the cosmetics industry.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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crier (to shout)

PRESENT
je crie
tu cries
il/elle/on crie
nous crions
vous criez

ils/elles crient

PERFECT
j’ ai crié
tu as crié
il/elle/on a crié
nous avons crié
vous avez crié

ils/elles ont crié

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

criant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je crie
tu cries
il/elle/on crie
nous criions
vous criiez
ils/elles crient
IMPERFECT
je criais
tu criais

il/elle/on criait
nous criions
vous criiez

ils/elles criaient

PAST PARTICIPLE

crié

EXAMPLE PHRASES

La maitresse crie tout le temps apres nous. The teacher’s always shouting at us.

Elle a crié au secours. She cried for help.

Je ne veux pas que tu cries devant mes copines. I don’t want you to shout in front of my friends.

Il criait toujours plus fort que moi. He would always shout louder than me.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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crier

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je crierai je crierais
tu crieras tu crierais
il/elle/on criera il/elle/on crierait
nous crierons nous crierions
vous crierez vous crieriez
ils/elles crieront ils/elles crieraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je criai j’ avais crié
tu crias tu avais crié
il/elle/on cria il/elle/on avait crié
nous cridmes nous avions crié
vous criates vous aviez crié
ils/elles crierent ils/elles avaient crié
IMPERATIVE

crie / crions / criez

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Ton pére ne criera pas si tu lui expliques ce qui s’est passé. Your dad won’t shout if you explain to him what
happened.

“Attention!”, cria-t-il. “Watch out!” he shouted.

Elle crierait drolement si tu lui tachais sa robe. She would really shout if you stained her dress.

Il n’avait pas crié comme ca depuis longtemps. He hadn’t shouted like that for a long time.

Ne crie pas comme ca! Don’t shout!

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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croire (to believe)

PRESENT
je crois
tu crois
il/elle/on croit
nous croyons
vous croyez

ils/elles croient

PERFECT
j aicru
tu as cru

il/elle/on a cru

nous avons cru
vous avez cru

ils/elles ont cru

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

croyant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

je croie

tu croies

il/elle/on croie

nous croyions

vous croyiez

ils/elles croient

IMPERFECT

PAST PARTICIPLE

cru

je croyais

tu croyais

il/elle/on croyait
nous croyions

vous croyiez

ils/elles croyaient

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Je ne te crois pas. I don’t believe you.

J’ai cru que tu n’allais pas venir. I thought you weren’t going to come.
Il faut que tu me croies. You have to believe me.
Elle croyait encore au pere Noél. She still believed in Father Christmas.

je/j = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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croire

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je croirai je croirais
tu croiras tu croirais
il/elle/on croira il/elle/on croirait
nous croirons nous croirions
vous croirez vous croiriez
ils/elles croiront ils/elles croiraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je crus j’ avais cru
tu crus tu avais cru
il/elle/on crut il/elle/on avait cru
nous criimes nous avions cru
vous criites vous aviez cru
ils/elles crurent ils/elles avaient cru
IMPERATIVE

crois / croyons / croyez

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Elle ne me croira pas si je lui dis que j’ai gagné. She won’t believe me if I tell her that I won.

Il crut que je me moquais de lui. He thought that I was making fun of him.

Elle te croirait peut-étre si tu lui disais que tu as oublié ton maillot de bain. She might believe you if you tell
her that you forgot your swimming costume.

Au début, il ne m’avait pas cru, mais plus tard il s’était rendu compte que c’était vrai. Initially he hadn’t
believed me, but later he had realized that it was true.

Crois-moi, Mme Leblond est trés stricte. Believe me, Mrs Leblond is very strict.

je/j = Itu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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croitre (to grow; to increase)

PRESENT
je crois
tu crois
il/elle/on croit
nous croissons
vous croissez

ils/elles croissent

PERFECT
j aicra
tu as cri
il/elle/on a cri
nous avons cri
vous avez cri

ils/elles ont cri

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

croissant

PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

je croisse
tu croisses
il/elle/on croisse
nous croissions
vous croissiez

ils/elles croissent

IMPERFECT
je croissais
tu croissais
il/elle/on croissait
nous croissions
vous croissiez
ils/elles croissaient
PAST PARTICIPLE
cri

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Les ventes croissent de 6% par an. Sales are growing by 6% per year.
C’est une plante qui croit dans les pays chauds. This plant grows in hot countries.

Le nombre de gens qui partent travailler a I’étranger va croissant. An increasing number of people go and

work abroad.

je/j’ = Itu = youil = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they
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croitre

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je croitrai je croitrais
tu croitras tu croitrais
il/elle/on croitra il/elle/on croitrait
nous croitrons nous croitrions
vous croitrez vous croitriez
ils/elles croitront ils/elles croitraient
PAST HISTORIC PLUPERFECT
je cris j’ avais crii
tu cris tu avais crii
il/elle/on criit il/elle/