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Figure 4-7 Transverse section of the spinal cord at the midcervical level, showing the general
arrangement of the ascending tracts on the right and the descending tracts on the left.
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EXAMINATION TIP

E How to elicit Babinski’s reflex

To elicit Babinski’s reflex, stioke the lateral aspect of the sole of the patient’s foot with
your thumbnail or another moderately sharp object. Normally, this elicits flexion of all toes
(a negative Babinski’s reflex), as shown below in the left illustration. With a positive

Babinski’s reflex, the great toe dorsiflexes and the other toes fan out, as shown in the right
illustration.

NORMAL TOE FLEXION POSITIVE BABINSKI'S REFLEX
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Figure -1 Transverse section of the spinal cord at the midcervical level, showing the general
arrangement of the ascending tracts on the right and the descending tracts on the left.
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Upper. Motor-Neuron (UMN)vs: LLower-Motor: Neuron (LMN) ' Syndrome

UMN/syndrome LMNSyndrome
Type of Paralysis Spastic Paresis Flaccid 'Paralysis
Atrophy. NG (DIsuse) Atrophy. Severe Atrophy
Deep Tendon Reflex Increase Absent DTR
Pathological Reflex Positive Babinski'Sign.  Absent

Superficial Reflex Absent Present




Locked-in syndrome
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