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In chess, as in life, we are constantly subjected to tests. We are immersed in a world of 
struggle, which demands that we be constantly on the alert. We need to be able to carry out 
our ideas, to achieve recognition. 
In this book I have tried to describe a method of operating in positions where a serious 
change in the development of the game is possible. It may be used as reference material for 
chess trainers, for example, in looking for elements that are important for the preparation of 
lessons. Players who are already familiar with my first book The Method in Chess can now 
deepen and improve their knowledge of the laws of chess combat. 
The method proposed by me for analysing the critical moment is the result of my 
experience and research, the synthesis of my career as a player and a trainer. 
From now on it belongs to you. 

Iossif Dorfman 

Cannes 2002 



7 

INTRODUCTION 

From the very start of a chess game, exchanges take place, sometimes without us being 
aware of them. These are not only exchanges of material. 
Here we are talking about exchanges in the broad sense of the word. In return for one of the 
advantages acquired, something else is conceded to the opponent. 
The balance remains intact if the exchange is, so to speak, an equivalent one. But beginning 
from this moment it becomes dynamic. In other words, one of the players possesses a static 
advantage, whereas the other tries to exploit the concrete features of the position. 
Even for an experienced player the terms 'static' and 'dynamic' are not always correctly 
understood: They are often confused with 'strategy' and 'tactics' .  The new terminology 
can in general cause certain difficulties. Before I start developing the topic, I should like 
now to clarify the meaning of some frequently used expressions. 
Statically good is the name given to a position that has a solid foundation. It is ready for 
constant improvement, for evolution independently of the opponent's position. 
In contrast to this, a statically weak position is one that is restricted in its evolutive 
possibilities. It demands contact with the opposing army, which it will aim to destroy by 
rapid and effective action. 
In the book a study is made of the elements peculiar to dynamism, such as changes in the 
pawn structure, the exchange of material, and the seizure of the initiative. 
Bearing in mind the important role of the king's  position in chess, I have devoted the first 
chapter to it. Here I wanted to remind the reader of the need to distinguish clearly between 
the static and dynamic position of the king. ·. • 

In chess, analysis is a fundamental tool. It enables a comparison to be made of the situation 
before and after a critical position, the resultant changes to be seen, and interesting 
estimative variations to be illustrated. 
In order to be sure that the reader and the author are on the same wavelength, I should like 
to clarify the symbols employed in the book: 

! - strong move 
! ! - very strong move 
? - weak move 
?? - blunder 
!? - move that deserves consideration 
?! - dubious move 

For the reader who has not managed to make the acquaintance of my first book The Method 
in Chess, I should recall the descending scale* used for drawing up the static evaluation*: 

1. STATIC KING POSITION 
2. MATERIAL CORRELATION 
3. WHO HAS THE BETTER POSITION AFTER THE EXCHANGE OF QUEENS? 
4. PAWN FORMATION 
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The symbols employed to characterise the stages of the evaluation are similar to the 
symbols employed for the assessment of a position: 

=: equality 
;;!; : slight advantage to White 
± : clear advantage to White 
+ : slight advantage to Black 
+ : clear advantage to Black 

When working on such a project, mistakes are inevitable. The author fully acknowledges 
them and will be grateful to readers who suggest corrections. 

* In The Method in Chess the terms 'regressive scale' and ' static balance' were used. It was 
suggested to me by Phil Adams that 'descending scale' and ' static evaluation' would have 
expressed the author's  ideas more clearly, and I am happy to agree with his suggestion 
(Translator' s  note). 
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1 .  THE STATIC POSITION 
OF THE KING 

During my numerous training sessions and 
individual lessons, players often ask ques
tions concerning the static position of the 
king. It is obvious that in the majority of 
cases the first rung on the scale determines 
the static evaluation of the position. The 
role of this element is hard to over-estimate. 
In my view, the king may be statically 
weak in two cases: 

1.  The king may be easily attacked 

2. For the king there is no secure shelter 
on the board 

Here are the main means of counterplay for 
the side whose king may be attacked: 

1. The exchange of the opponent's active 
pieces, especially the queen 

2. Modification of the pawn structure 
and the type of centre 

3. Fighting for the initiative, sacrificing 
material if necessary 

In practically all of the positions analysed 
below I have indicated the dynamic means 
which should have been employed, de
pending on the demands of the situation. 

lA. THE KING MAY BE 
ATTACKED 

A.Shabalov - A. Vitolins 
Yurmala 1 985 

a b c d e g h 

The static evaluation: 
1 .  ± 2.  = 3. = 4. ;;t 

is advantageous to White, who is threat
ening 1 8  . ..txg6 hxg6 1 9. 'i¥xg6+ 0Jg7 
20. 0Jg5 . Black' s  dynamic possibilities are 
restricted. Thus 1 7  . . .  'ii'f6 encounters a tacti-

'cal refutation: 1 8 . 0Jg5 'i¥xf2+? 19 .'�hl 
ltJf6 20.l:.fl . In accordance with the de
mands of the situation, Black chose: 

17. :xf3 
18. gxf3 

After these moves the position has changed 
significantly: 

1 .  + 2. ± 3. ± 4. + 
And, as a consequence, in the next phase of 
the game White must employ dynamic 
means (in this case the exchange of the 
opponent's active pieces). 

18. ltJd4 
19. .l::te3 

The important alternative 1 9.'iVe3 leads 
after 1 9  . . .  'i¥f6 20.f4 ttJxf4 2 1 .�fl e5 to a 
situation where the white pieces lack coor
dination. 

19. ..td7 (D) 
Black emphasises the static nature of his 
superiority. 
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a b c d e g h 

Position after 19 . . .  �7 

20. 'it>hl ? 
The young Latvian player does not sense 
the dynamic nature of the play. He marks 
time and this inevitably leads to disaster, 
whereas after the exchange 20. lt'le2 ! 
lt'lxe2+ 2 l .�xe2 'ii'f6 22.l:.e3 the battle 
would have intensified. 

Too late. 

20. irh4 
21.  'it>gl .:f8 
22. lt'le2 

22. 
23. l:.xf3 
24. lt'lg3 

24. 

lt'lxf3+ 
.l:.xf3 

l:.xf2 

This little combination secures Black an 
enduring attack. 

25. �xf2 
26. �e3 
27. �d2 
28. .l:tfl 
29. l::thl 
30.  �cl 
31. ..txe4 

'ii'xh2+ 
'ii'xg3+ 
eS 

lt'lf4 
..th3 
e4 

Desperation. If 3 1 . --tfl , then 3 1 . .  .'ii'e l  
mate. 

31.  ... dxe4 
The outcome is decided, but because of the 
time scramble White prolongs the game. 
32.ndt lt'le6 33.'1t>bt lt'lf8 34.l:.d8 'ii'et+ 
35.�a2 ..te6+ 36.b3 'ii'f2 37J:td2 'iff3 
38.'ti'gs 'ii'c3 39.l:te2 ..trs 40.�bl hS 
41 .�g2 'it'f3 42.llg3lt'le6 0--1 

L.Psakhis - H.Schussler 
Lugano 1 988 

Static evaluation: 
1 .  + 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 

Black is attacking the e4 pawn and prepar
ing threats along the first rank. Psakhis 
finds a subtle decision, one typical of him 
at his best. 

30. .l:.xf6 gxf6 
What has the evaluation for the next phase 
become? 

1 .  ;t 2. + 3. + 4. ± 
31.  'ii'xc6 
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A strong and obvious move. The other at
tempt to approach the black king by 
3 l .'ti'e2 was doomed to failure in view of 
3 l . . .'ti'c1 32.h4 �b l .  

31.  ... 'it>g6 
A static manoeuvre, which loses immedi
ately. But as analysis shows, here even dy
namic defence does not help: 3 l  . . .  'ti'b6 (if 
3 l  . . .  litb6 32.'ii'c4 'it>g6 33 .lt::le7+ 'it>g7 
34.'ti'e2 'tiel 35 .'ti'g4+ 'ii'g5 36.'ii'c8 'it>h7 
37.h4 'ii'g7 38 .c4 and White retains the ad
vantage) 32.'ii'c8 (32.'ii'e8 'ti'bl ) : 
A) 32 . . .  'ti'bl 33 .lt::ld6; 
B) 32 .. J:tb8 33 .'ii'd7 .l:r.b7 (33 . . .  'ti'b7 34.'ii'd3 
litg8 35 .c4 l:tg5 36.'ii'd5 \!Vxd5 37.exd5 'it>g6 
38 .lt::le7+ does not bring any relief) 34.\!Vd2. 

32. lt::ld6 l:rb6 
33. 'tieS 

Here the Swedish player resigned. Mate is 
inevitable after 33 . .  Jhd6 34.'ii'g8+ Wh5 
35 .\!Vxt7+ Wg5 36.h4+. 

I.Glek - V .Malisauskas 
Tallinn 1 986 

In this position Black has a static advantage 
in view of his bishop pair together with a 
changeable pawn structure. 

1. = 2. + 3. + 4. ;t 
After �e7 it will become irreversible. Dy
namic candidate moves here are 1 6.�xf6 

and 1 6.lt::ld5 . After 1 6.lt::ld5 �xd5 1 7.exd5 
�e7 the fragile position of the white king 
will determine the outcome. More resolute 
measures are required: 

2 

16. �xf6 gxf6 
17. 'ii'h5 

a b c d e 

In the course of a couple of moves the static 
evaluation has changed significantly: 

1 .  ± 2. + 3. + 4. ;t 
Therefore Black must play dynamically. 
Here this involves exchanges and fighting 
for the initiative. 
The approximate variation 1 7  . . .  Wh8 ! 
1 8 .lt::ld5 ( 1 8.'i!fh6 'ii'd8 1 9JH1 l:.g8 does not 
bring any particular dividends) 1 8  . . .  'ii'd8 
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1 9  .llfl (after 1 9. 'iVh6 l:::tg8 20.lbxf6 l:tg7 
2 1 .l::tfl 'ii'd4 22.l:tf3 'i'xb2 23 .h3 'i'al+  
24.�h2 'i!Ve1 Black parries the attack) 
1 9  . . .  f5 20.exf5 .i.xd5 2 l .f6 e4 meets the 
demands of the position. 

17. �g7? 
The decisive mistake, based on an inade
quate understanding of the need for dy
namic play. 

18. :n 1:.h8 
19. 'i!Vh4 'i!Ve7 
20. ltJdS 

In this type of situation it is not advisable to 
be diverted by regaining the material. After 
the primitive 20.lbe2 h5 2 l .lbg3 lih6 
22.lbxh5+ �h8 23 J:hf6 'i!Vxf6 Black's 
dreams would have been realised. 

20. ..txdS 
21.  exdS I:lad8 
22. c4 aS 
23. ..te4 b6 

The Lithuanian player has set up a barrier, 
but it turns out to be insufficient. By means 
of a breakthrough White creates a pair of 
passed pawns, which sweep away every
thing in their path. 

ea 
7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

24. b4 
2S. aS 
26. axb6 
27. 'ifg3+ 
28. 'ife3 
29. cS 

axb4 
l:td6 
ltxb6 
�f8 
i:tb8 

The last link of an excellently conducted 
attack. Here the curtain could have been 
lowered. 
29 ... hS 30.d6 'ife6 31.'i'd3 b3 32.c6 :b4 
33 . ..tfS e4 34 • ..txe6 exd3 3S.c7 �g7 36.d7 
1-0 

A.Fedorov - K.Sakaev 
USSR 1 989 

White has an undisputed static advantage: 
1 .  ;t 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 

He can intensify the pressure on the d5 
weakness by 1 8  . ..td4 or else begin a direct 
attack on the king after g2-g4. To obtain 
counter-chances on the opposite wing 
Black needs to achieve b7-b5 . 

17. .l::txc3 !? 
18. bxc3 bS 

As before, Black's hopes are associated 
with dynamics. If White consolidates his 
forces he will be free to develop his attack 
against the enemy king. 

19. axbS a4! (D) 
Sakaev is not afraid to sacrifice in order to 
force a breach in the opponent's  defences. 
Things would not have been easier for him 
after 1 9  . . .  'ife8 in view of 20.c4 a4 2 l ...td4. 

20. b6? 
White chooses an unfortunate moment to 
engage in open play. After the static con
tinuation 20.b4 'i'c7 2 l ...td4 ii'c4 22.l:td2 
Black would have been in great difficulties, 
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whereas now he i s  given a chance opportu
nity. 

Position after 19 . . .  a4! 

20. axb3 
21.  �b2 lZJd7! 
22. f6 

22 . .l:.xd5? loses immediately to 22 . . .  'ii'a8. 
22. ... i.xf6 
23. �xb3 

In any case the outcome of the game is de
cided. After 23.ii'f5 lZJxb6 24.i.xb6 i¥xb6 
25.'i¥xd5 'it'a7 ! 26 . .l:.al (26.�xb3 .l:.b8+ 
27.<j;;c2 i¥a4+ 28.<j;;d2 l:r.d8) 26 . . .  'iff2+ 
27.'1t>xb3 (27.'it>a3 i.xc3) 27 .. J:lb8+ 28.'it>c4 
�e2+ White gets mated. 

ea 
7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

23. lZJxb6 
24. i.c5 

24. ... 'iic7 
and Black easily converted his advantage. 

V.Bologan - E.Rozentalis 
Belfort 1 998 

1 .  
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

e4 
lZJf3 
lZJxe5 
lZJf3 
d4 
.td3 
0--0 

8. c4 
9. lZJc3 
10. h3 
11 .  i.e2 
12. i.xc4 

e5 
lZJf6 
d6 
lZJxe4 
d5 
.te7 
lZJc6 
lZJf6 
0--0 
lZJb4 
dxc4 
c6 

At the end of the opening stage the position 
is one of dynamic equilibrium. 

13. a3 lZJbd5 
14. l::te1 i.e6 
15. .td3 h6 
16. i.d2 

The two players develop their forces in a 
manner typical of this kind of situation. 
Black's objective is to retain the favourable 

·· t�tatic evaluation: 
1 .  = 2. = 3. + 4. + 

16. :es? 

Black had two roughly equivalent plans for 
developing his forces : 1 6  . . .  'iVc8 1 7 .'i¥c2 
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l:.e8 followed by .ltd6, 'i¥c7 and l:!ad8, and 
1 6  . .  .'it'd6! with the idea of 1 7  . . .  l:tad8. 

17. �be6! 
White exploits the chance opportunity and 
without hesitation he sacrifices the ex
change in order to weaken the squares e5, 
f7 and g6 around the enemy king. 

• 

17. fxe6 
18. .ltg6 lif8 
19. 'iie2 

19. t:bc7?! 
A mistake, caused by an incorrect evalua
tion of the position - Black was convinced 
that he needed to defend the e6 pawn. An
other possibility 1 9  .. .'it'd6 20.l:tel does not 
essentially differ from the game. It is logi
cal that the position demands dynamic ac
tion and, in this specific case, exchanges of 
material. I suggest 1 9  . . .  .ltd6. In this case 
the knight remains on d5 , which is condu
cive to exchanges. In addition the opponent 
has to reckon with .ltf4. The variations are 
very complicated and here it is not easy to 
suggest anything exhaustive. In the main 
line 20.'i¥xe6+ 'iith8 2 l .t:be5 (2 l .t:bh4 
t:bg8 ! )  2 1 . . .tt:lxc3 22 . .ltxc3 .ltxe5 23 .dxe5 
t:bd5 Black's  strategy triumphs. 

20. .l:le1 �d6 
21. .ltb1 (D) 'Wie7 

Black misses a convenient moment for 
2 l . . .c5.  Now 22.dxc5 runs into 22 . . .  �xc5 

23.t:be4 t:bxe4 24.'Wixe4 :xf3, while after 
22.tbe4 cxd4 23 .tt:lxf6+ Wixf6 24.'ii'e4 'ii'f5 
25 .'ii'xd4 'ii'd5 he has a perfectly defensible 
position. 

• 

Position after 2J . .it.bl 

22. t:be5 ii.xe5 
White' s  task is now much easier. He elimi
nates a key pawn while retaining play 
against the insecure black king. 

23. dxe5 t:Dfd5 
24. t:bxd5 t:bxd5 
25. 'i!Ve4 g5 
26. 'i!Vg6+ li'g7 
27. 'i¥xe6+ 'i!th8 
28. h4 tt:lf4 
29. Wlc4 �adS 
30. �c3 tt:ld5 
31.  hxg5 hxg5 
32. ii.d2 tt:lf4 
33. �b4 'ikti 

Or 33 .. Jife8 34.e6 �d4 35 .'i¥c2 l:.xb4 
36.axb4 .laxe6 37 . .l:lxe6 t:bxe6 38 .'i¥f5±. 

34. e6 t:bxe6 
35. ii.xf8 1-0 

V.Anand - A.Yusupov 
Dortmund 1 998 

1 .  e4 e5 
2. 4Jf3 tt:lf6 
3. t:bxe5 d6 
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4. tt:Jf3 tt:Jxe4 
5. d4 d5 
6. .td3 tbc6 
7. 0---0 ii.e7 
8. c4 lLlf6 
9. h3 tLlb4 
tO. ii.e2 dxc4 

0 

The character of the play has taken shape. 
The static evaluation is negative for White, 
so he is obliged to respond dynamically. 

0 

11 .  i..xc4 0---0 
t2. tbc3 c6 
t3. !:let tLlbd5 
t4. 'ifb3 tLlb6 
t5. i..d3 i..e6 

t6. 

Here the sacrifice is clearly premature, be
ing refuted in the fairly simple variation 
1 6.l:txe6 fxe6 1 7 .tbg5 "ii'xd4 1 8 .tbxe6 
ikxd3 . 

t6. h6 
t7. i..d2 tLlbd5 

In the event of 1 7  .. Jle8 White should 
hurry, before the opponent plays his bishop 
to f8. He continues 1 8 .�xe6 fxe6 1 9.ii.g6 
.l:.f8 20 . .l:.e l with an enduring initiative. I 
still don't see any objection to 1 7  . . .  ikd6 ! .  

t8. a3 tbxc3 
It seems to me that Black misses a very 
favourable moment to consolidate his po
sition by 1 8  . . .  l:r.c8 1 9.tba4 I;lc7 20.tbc5 
i..c8. 

0 

t9. bxc3 c5 

One gains the impression that grandmaster 
Yusupov does not take seriously the oppo
nent's  only threat. His play cannot be de
scribed as anything other than provocative, 
and in addition he has not left White any 
choice, since 20 . . .  .td5 followed by cxd4 is 
threatened. It should be mentioned that this 
idea was . unsuccessful on the previous 
move in view of 1 9  . . .  i..d5 20.tbe5 c5 2 l .c4. 

20. l:txe6 fxe6 
21.  :et l!Vd6 
22. i..c4 

This natural play is perhaps more correct 
from the practical standpoint than the ro-
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mantic 22 . .i.xh6 gxh6 23 . .i.c4 'it>h8 
(23 . . .  �g7 24.:i.xe6 "illc7 25 .lt:Je5) 24.�xe6 
fi/c7 25 .lt:Je5, retaining a very strong attack. 

22. lt:Jd5 
23. 'ife4 l:tad8 
24. dxc5 'i'xc5 
25. .txh6 

White's  handling of the attack is exem
plary. The ending arising after 25 .'ifxe6+ 
�h8 26 . .i.xd5 .:.xd5 27.fi/xe7 'ifxe7 
28.�xe7 .l:.xf3 29.gxf3 l:lxd2 30.l:.xb7 �d3 
31..l:Ixa7 l:txc3 32. 'it>g2 �h7 might have 
ended in a draw. 

25. l::txf3 
26. gxf3 gxh6 
27. 'ii'xe6+ 'it>f8 
28. :ie5 :id6 

After 28 . . .  'ifxc4 quite sufficient was 
29J1f5+ 'liteS 30.'i¥f7+ 'iit>d7 3 1 .1ixd5+ with 
a decisive material advantage for White. 

29. 'ii'xe7+ 
With 29JH5+ �e8 30.'i¥g8+ 'it>d7 3 1  . .i.xd5 
White could have continued the attack 
while keeping the queens on. 
29 ... 4Jxe7 30Jbc5 :idl+ 31 .'it>g2 !!at 
32 . .l:1a5 lt:Jc6 33.�b5 l:.xa3 34.l:.xb7 .l::!.xc3 
35 . .i.d5 lt:Je7 36 . .i.e4 a5 37.l:.b5 a4 with a 
draw 28 moves later. 

The position in the following diagram is 
almost symmetric. White must try to ex
ploit his lead in development. In other 
words, it is essential that his dynamic ad
vantage should acquire the form of one 
of the static elements. 

U.Andersson - A.Adorj an 
Szirak {lnterzonal Tournament) 1 987 

(D) 
Thus he should try for an initiative after: 

17. e4! .i.xd4 
18. l:t.xd4? 

The other capture 1 8 .li:Jxd4! was rejected 
because of 1 8  . . .  e5 (after 1 8  . . .  .tb7 1 9 .li:Jxe6 
fxe6 20 . .laxd7 :if7 2 1 .l:.xf7 'it>xf7 22.'i¥f3+ 
'it>e8 23.'ii'f6 White wins), but it was there 
that White would have retained all the ad
vantages of his position with 1 9.exd5 ! 

( 1 9.4Jf5 .i.e6, on the other hand, would not 
have brought any particular dividends) 
1 9  . . .  exd4 20.d6 ! .l:.a7 2 1 .ltxd4 lte8 22.'ii'd2. 
The obvious but superficial move by the 
Swedish grandmaster loses the advantage 
and after correct play by Black it would 
have led to equality. 

0 

Position before 1 7.e4! 

18. .tc6 
19. 'ii'd2 

• 

White intensifies the pressure on the d-file 
and at the same time prepares the threat of 
20.ii'h6. 

19. 'ii'b7 
1 9  . . .  :id8 would have led to immense com
plications: 
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A) 20.'ii'h6 e5 2 l .li:Jg5 (but not 2 l ..:xd7 
�xd7 22 . .txe5 l:r.dl+  23 . .tfl 'ii'f8 when 
Black wins) 2 1 . . .tt:lf6 22Jhd8+ 'ii'xd8 
23 . .txe5 'ii'd 1  + 24 . .tfl .tb5; 
B) 20J!d6 and here there is the fantastic 
reply 20 . . .  li:Jf6 ! ! 2 1 ..:.xd8+ (2 1 .'ii'c3 loses 
to 2 1 . .  .'ii'xd6 22. 'ii'xf6 e5) 2 1 . . .'it'xd8 
22.'ii'c3 (22.'ii'xd8+ l::txd8 23 . .txf6 :d1 + 
24 . .tfl .tb5 is hopeless for White) 
22 . . .  .tb5 23 .h3 ci;g7 24.a4 .te8 25.g4 l:tc8 
26.'ii'e3 (the transition into an ending after 
26.'ii'd4 'ii'xd4 27 . .txd4 h6 28.h4 g5 
29.hxg5 hxg5 30.lt:Jxg5 cii;g6 again leads to 
a difficult position for White) 26 . . .  h6 
27.'ii'f4 with a complicated game. 

20. .l:.d6 

20. e5? 
If 20 .. J:tac8, then 2 1 .'ii'h6 f6 (2 1 . . .e5? 
22.lt:Jg5) 22 . .th3 (22.lt:Jg5 lt:Je5 23 . .th3 
also wins) 22 . . .  lt:Jc5 23 .b4. 
White appears to have achieved his goal, 
but the modest move 20 . . .  f6 ! may radically 
change the situation. Let us consider the 
resulting possibilities : 
A) 2 l .li:Jd4 .txe4 22 . .txe4 (22.lt:Jxe6 .l:.t7 
23 . .txe4 'ii'xe4 24Jhd7 'i¥xe6) 22 . .  .'iYxe4 
23 . .l:!xd7 : 
A I )  23 . .  J!ad8 24.lt:Jxe6 .l:.xd7 25 .'i¥xd7 
'ii'e 1 +  26.ci;g2 Vi'e4+ 27.'it>fl (27.£3 'ii'c2+ 
with a draw) 27 . . .  'ii'b 1+  28 . .tc 1 �xc l +  
29.'it>g2 'ii'h6 30.li:Jxf8 �xf8 3 1  .'iWe6+ 'ii't7 

32.'ii'xb6 'iid5+ 33 .£3 'ii'd2+ 34.'iff2 with a 
decisive advantage for White; 
A2) 23 .. J!t7 24.1!xf7 cii;xt7 25 .'ifc3 ci;g8 
and Black's defences hold; 
B) 2 1 .l:.xe6 .txe4 22.l:te7 l!t7 23.:t.xt7 
�xf7 24.lt:Jg5+ fxg5 25 . .txe4 'iixe4 
26.'ii'xd7+ �f8 27 . .tg7+ ci;g8 28 . .tf6 with 
equality. 

21.  'ii'c3 f6 
2 1 . . . .l:.ac8 would have lost after 22.lt:Jxe5 
lt:Jxe5 (22 . . .  .txe4 23 .li:Jc6 f6 24 . .txe4) 
23.'iixe5 f6 24Jhf6 ltxf6 25.'ii'xf6. 

22. 'ii'c4+ ci;g7 
23. Vixc6 'ifxc6 
24. l:.xc6 .l:.ac8 
25. l:.d6 lt:Jc5 
26. li:Jel ! .l:.fd8 
27. l:.d5 aS 
28. ci;n a4 
29. b4 lhd5 
30. exd5 li:Jb7 
31.  ci;e2 li:Jd6 
32. ci;dl ci;(7 

After 32 . . .  lt:Jc4 33 . .tc 1 or 32 . . .  a3? !  
33  . .txa3 (33 . .ta1 )  33 . . .  �a8 34.lt:Jc2 li:Jb5 
35 .d6 l:.d8 36 . .tb2 .l:.xd6+ 37.'it>cl  fol
lowed by 38.a4 there are no real chances of 
saving the game. 

· t 33. tllc2 1-0 
on move 42. 

G.Kasparov - A.Roizman 
Minsk 1 978 
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Let us study a critical position from the 
play of the young Kasparov. 

Static evaluation:  
1 .  = 2. + 3. + 4. = 

Black is threatening 22 . .  .'i!?g7, when quite 
unexpectedly White's  king will feel uncom
fortable. Thus White must revert to dy
namic play, and the future world champion 
rises to the occasion. 

22. g4 

• 

I hope that this explosive move will no 
longer surprise the reader who is familiar 
with my proposed method of evaluating a 
critical position. 
I should also mention that after 22.tLlg3 
c;i;>e8 23.tLlf5 fxg5 White would have lost 
material without any visible compensation. 

22. 'ii;>g7 
22 .. J:r.h8 would have set more complicated 
problems: 
A) 23 .�xf6 �xf6 (Black obviously loses 
after 23 . . .  l:.xg4+ 24.'i!Vxg4 hxg4 25.�xe7+ 
c;i;>xe7 26.tLlc5+) 24.g5 (not 24.tLlxf6 1hf6 
25.\i'xd4 hxg4) 24 . . .  �xe4 25 .'it'xe4 'ii;>g? 
26.c;i;>h 1 l:If8 27.gxf6+ l:.fxf6; 
B) 23 .gxh5 ! l::txh5 24.l2Jg3 (White also 
wins by 24.'ifg4 llh7 25 .h5 .l:.gg7 26.tLlxf6 
�xf6 27.l:r.xf6+ 'ii;>g8 28 .l:te5 or 27 . . .  'ii'xf6 
28.'ii'd7+): 
B 1 )  24 . . .  �d6 25 .l2Jxh5 (25 J!Vxf6+ .l:xf6 
26.l2Jxh5 �h2+ 27.c;i;>xh2 'it'b8+ 28 .l2Jf4 
with an unclear game) 25 . . .  �xf4 26.l:txf4; 

B2) 24 . .  J�h7 25 .h5 l:tg8 26.c;i;>h2 ltxh5+ 
27.l2Jxh5 �d6 28.l!e5 ! .  Everything rests on 
this winning reply. 

23. gxh5 
24. 'ii'e5+ 
25. hxg6 
26. .:tf5 
27. c;i;>h2 

• 

fxg5 
c;i;>h6 
gxh4 
'ii;>xg6 

Compare the positions of the kings in this 
diagram and the initial one. They are sepa
rated by only five moves, and this enables 
us to appreciate fully the grandiose scale of 
Kasparov' s  plan. 
Black resigns. 

We will study another instructive example 
concerning the static position of the king. 

M.Euwe - G.Maroczy 
Zandvoort 1 936 

In this critical position Black has to make 
up his mind regarding the exchange on e5. 
The static evaluation is favourable to 
Black: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. + 4. ;!;; 
1 6  . . .  l2Jd5 maintains the present state of the 
position and prepares favourable simplifi
cation. The role of the queenside pawn 
majority increases as the endgame is ap
proached. The static continuation 1 6  . . .  tLlb6 
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can also be considered. Unexpectedly the 
Hungarian grandmaster chose the exchange 

16. tDxeS? 
17. dxeS 

In order to record the changes that have 
taken place, we will give the static evalua
tion: 

1 .  ± 2. = 3. + 4. + 
It is now in White' s  favour. 

17. lDh7 
1s. i¥hs ttJf8 
19. l:lcd1 'il/c7 (D) 
20. i.xh6! 

This sacrifice is the point of White's  plan. 
For the bishop he acquires three pawns plus 

an enduring attack. The Dutch champion 
does not allow his opponent any chances. 

· .  � 

Position after 19 . . . Wfc7 

20. 
21 .  .:d4 
22. exf6 
23. :g4+ 
24. 'illxh6 
25. lDe2 
26. l2Jg3 
27. i¥h4 

gxh6 
fS 
i.xf6 
i.g7 
!!adS 
eS 
.:.e6 

27. lid3 
Black avoids a trap: 27 . . .  'ille7 28.l:txg7+ 
'iixg7 29.'illxd8. 

2s. ttJrs ttJg6 
29. i¥hs 'illn 
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30. h4 .tf8 
31.  tt'lh6+ .txh6 
32. 'ii'xh6 'ii'h7 
33. 'ii'g5 rJitf7 
34. .txd3 cxd3 
35. 'ii'f5+ 

With the fall of the d3 pawn White now 
also has a material advantage. 

1--0 

A.Stefanova - I.Dorfman 
Valle d'Aosta Open 2000 

1. d4 d5 
2. tt'lf3 c6 
3. g3 .tr5 
4. .tg2 tt'lf6 
5. 0---0 e6 
6. b3 tt'lbd7 
7. c4 .te7 
8. .tb2 0---0 
9. tt'lc3 tt'le4 
10. tt'ld2 tt'lxd2 
11 .  'ifxd2 tt'lf6 
12. f3 

White has played the opening passively and 
he now wants to activate his bishops. In the 
process, however, his king becomes stati
cally weak. 

12. .tg6 
13. e4 dxe4 
14. fxe4 e5 

15. d5 .tc5+ 
16. '.t>h1 .td4 

0 1 

21 . tt'lf2 'it'c5 
22 . 'i:Ve3 

A critical point. Black avoids the exchange 
of queens for two reasons: White's  king is 
weak and he also has a protected passed 
pawn. 

22. 'iVa3 
23. �e2 b6 
24. .l::td2 cxd5 
25. cxd5 l:tc8 
26. l:.fd1 lit cl 
27. 'ii'e2 �ec8 
28. .tn tt'le8 
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Black's plan finally takes shape. His knight 
will blockade the passed pawn and support 
f7-f5 .  

29. Itxcl 
30. .:dt 
31. lLld3 
32. 'ifb2 
33. l:.cl 
34. 'i!Vxcl 
35. lLlf2 

'i!Vxcl+ 
'i!Vc5 
'i!Ve7 
f6 
l:.xcl+ 
lLld6 
'ifb7 

In a severe time scramble Black marks 
time. He should have broken through with 
the f-pawn, exposing the opponent's  king. 

0 

36. 'it>g2 'i£?f8 
37. h4 h6 
38. g4 'it>g8 
39. g5 hxg5 
40. hxg5 f5 

With only a few seconds on his clock, 
White makes a nervy move and allows his 
king to be exposed. 

41.  exf5 .1xf5 
42. 'ii'c6 'i!Ve7 
43. 'it>fl e4 
44. ii.g4 ii.xg4 
45. tZ:lxg4 'i!Vxg5 

Here calculation showed that there was no 
way for White to save the game. 

'it>h5 55.'iif5+ 'it>h6 56.'i!Vf4+ g5 57.'iif8+ 
'it>h5 58.'i!Ve8+ 'it>h4 59.'ii'e4+ 'it>h3 0--1 

0 

J.Talamon - A.Faboul 
France 1 998 

This position was reached in a game be
tween two little-known French players after 
the opening moves 
l .d4 f5 2.c4 lLlf6 3.tLlc3 g6 4.ii.g5 ii.g7 
5.'iid2 h6 
It has to be decided under what circum-

,stances it is more advantageous to carry out 
the exchange of bishop for knight. 
Let us compare the static evaluation in two 
possible branches :  
A) 6.ii.xf6 ii.xf6 7.e4 fxe4 (7 . . .  d6 8.exf5 
ii.xf5 9 . .1d3) 8 .tLlxe4 

46.'ii'xd6 'i!Vxg4 47.'ilb8+ 'it>h7 48.'iih2+ 0 'it>g6 49.'iid6+ 'it>h5 50.'i!Ve5+ 'it>h4 51 .d6 
'i!Vdl+ 52.'it>f2 'i!Vd2+ 53.'it>gl e3 54.'ii'f4+ 
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and 
B) 6.i.f4 g5 7.i.e5 d6 8.i.xf6 i.xf6 9.e4 
e5 . 

ea 
7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

Let us compile the static evaluation in both 
cases : 

A. 1 .  ± 2. + 3. + 4. ! 
B. 1 .  ! 2. + 3. + 4. + 

It is quite obvious that in the first of these 
continuations White' s  chances are the more 
promtsmg. 

L.Aronin - R.Kholmov 
30th USSR Championship, Y erevan 1 962 

ea 
7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

I find this example very instructive and 
relatively complicated. 

Here each of the players possesses definite 
trumps. There is no doubt that only the 
white king is liable to be attacked. On the 
other hand, the material balance is favour
able to White: the probability of the queen 
+ knight tandem arising is quite consider
able. Also, Black must seriously reckon 
with White' s  threat to seize the initiative by 
b2-b4. 

The static evaluation 
1 .  + 2. ! 3. = 4. ! 

makes the two sides ' plans completely 
clear. 
Thus Black should play statically, in order 
to maintain the advantageous character 
of the play. This is why the Russian 
grandmaster chose 

19. a5! 
In the event of the dynamic 1 9  . . .  f5? 20.b4 

e 

the potential weakness of the white king is 
of no great importance. 
Also bad is 1 9  . .  .'�Jc6 20.4Jd5 'ti'd8 2 1 .b4, 
not preventing the development of White ' s  
game. 

20. 'ti'b3 
After 20.4Jd5 4Jxd5 2 1 .cxd5 f5 22.4Jd2 
i.xd2 23 .'ti'xd2 f4 Black is assured of an 
attack on the king. 

20. 
21.  
22. 
23. 

'ti'b5 
lLld5 
'ti'b6 

f5 
4Jc6 
'ti'g7 
:n 
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• 

24. :tal l:taf8 
25. :ta3 

25. g5 
Black considered that his position was 
strong enough to aim for a forced win. 

26. lt:Je3 g4 
' 

0 

27. lt:Jh4 .i.xe3 
28. fxe3 f4 
29. tt:Jf5 'ir'g5 

30. exf4 
Desperation. White also cannot save his 
king after 30.lt:Jxd6 fxe3 3 1 .lt:Jxf7 l:txf7 
32.l:.aal lt:Jd4. 

30. 
31. .:n 
32. g3 

exf4 
f3 
l:r.xf5 

33. exf5 'ir'd2 
White has no defence. If 34.l:r.f2, then 
34 . . .  'ir'dl + 35 .:tfl f2+ 36.<ti?xf2 :r.xf5+ is 
decisive . 

0-1 

The following diagram shows a well
known theoretical position. It is a critical 
one, since the fate of the central pawn 
structure is about to be decided. Black has 
to make up his mind regarding c7-c5 . 

• 

L.Polugayevsky - A.Saidy 
Tallinn 1 973 

The static evaluation 
1 .  ;t 2. + 3. + 4. ;t 

reflects the fragile position of the black 
king. 
White is threatening to fix the pawn struc
ture by 12 .'ir'b3 . The dynamic variation 
l l  . . .  c5 1 2.dxc5 (in the recent game Koma
rov-Dorfman, Saint Raphael 1998, Black 
achieved an acceptable position after 
1 2 .litc l lt:Jd7 1 3  . .i.f5 g6 14  . .i.xd7 cxd4 
1 5 .lt:Jxd4 'ii'xd7 1 6.'ifd3 �ac8 1 7 .l:tfdl  
l:.fd8) 1 2  . . .  bxc5 1 3 .iVb3 .i.c6 14  . .i.b5 d4 
1 5 .exd4 cxd4 1 6  . .i.xc6 lt:Jxc6 leads to 
equality. But in the game the American 
player preferred a natural developing move 
and his position deteriorated without any 
obvious reason. 

1 1 .  lt:Jd7? 
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12. ifb3 c6 
13. l::tad1 l:.e8 

After 1 3  . . .  .i.e7 White gains the initiative 
with the typical manoeuvre 14 .l2Je5 .i.d6 
1 5 .f4. 

14. .i.b1 'iib8 
15. l;Ife1 .i.e7 
16. a3 .i.d6 
17. e4 dxe4 
18. l2Jxe4 .l:.e7 
19 . .i.a2 

• 

19. 'W/c7 
Now, when all the white pieces are partici
pating in the attack on the king, the exis
tence of a decisive combination is easily 
explained. 

20. 
21.  
22. 
23. 

l2Jeg5 
lhe7 
'ii'xti+ 
l2Je5 

l2Jf6 
'ii'xe7 
..t>h8 
1-0 

L.Gofstein - M.Godena 
Genova 1 998 

1. d4 d5 
2. c4 c6 
3. l2Jf3 l2Jf6 
4. l2Jc3 e6 
5. .i.g5 l2Jbd7 
6. cxd5 exd5 
7. e3 'ii'a5 

The favourite manoeuvre of the Italian 
player in this position. Despite its static 
attraction (White is forced to make certain 
concessions), in my view Black should aim 
for equality in the traditional lines of the 
Carlsbad Variation. 

• 

8. .i.d3 l2Je4 
9. 0-0 

From the very first moves White pins his 
hopes on dynamic play. He gives up a pawn 
or parts with the bishop pair, for the sake of 
rapid development. 

9. l2Jxg5 
As is apparent from the variation 9 . . .  l2Jxc3 
1 o.'ii'd2 f6 1 L.i.h4 gs 1 2  . .i.g3 g4 ( 1 2  . . .  .i.b4 
1 3 .a3 l2Je4 14 .'ii'xb4±) 1 3 .l2Jh4 .i.b4 14.a3 
l2Je4 1 5 .'ii'xb4 it is not possible to win a 
pawn. 

10. l2Jxg5 l2Jf6 
1 1 . .l:te1 h6 

A critical position. Black changes the 
static evaluation, by weakening the posi
tion of his king. In any case the white 
knight goes to e5, but after the text move it 
will become untouchable there due to the 
weakening of the g6 square. 
In the variation 1 1 . .  . .i.d6 12.e4 dxe4 
1 3 .l2Jcxe4 White advantageously opens the 
position, but perhaps Black should have 
aimed for complications with 1 1  . . .  .i.e7 
12 .'ii'c2 g6 1 3 .f4 0--0 1 4.l2Jf3 ( 14.f5 ..t>g7 
1 5 .l2Jf3 .i.d6) 14 . . .  ..t>g7 1 5 .l2Je5 . 
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12. lbf3 
13. 'fic2 
14. a3 

.tb4 
0--0 
.td6 

It has long been known that chess is the 
tragedy of one tempo. Had Black succeeded 
in defending the eS square, his position 
would have been acceptable. 

15. lbe5 .te6 
Black accepts his fate, since after 1 5  . . .  .txe5 
1 6.dxe5 lbg4 1 7.f4 lbxe3 1 8 .l:.xe3 d4 
1 9.b4 ! 'ii'd8 (or 1 9  . . .  'ifc7 20.lbd5 'fid8 
2 1 .lbf6+ gxf6 22 . .l:tg3+ 'it>h8 23.'ife2 and 
wins) 20 . .l:.dl his problems would have be
come insoluble. 

16. f4 
17. h3 
1S. 'fif2 
19. 'it>h1 
20. 'fif3 
21.  exd4 
22. f5 
23. lbxd5 
24. lbxd7 

:res 
c5 
'iVdS 
::tabS 
cxd4 
'fib6 
.td7 
lbxd5 
1-0 
on move 29. 

B.Ivanovic - A.Khalifman 
Plovdiv 1 986 

ea 
7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

White has harmoniously deployed his 
forces. He regains the pawn in the two short 
variations 20 . . .  f6 2 1  Jtfdl 'ficS 22 . .td5+ 
'it>h8 23 . .te3 iVaS 24 . .txc4 and 20 . . .  lbf6 
2 1 .l:.fd l  'ifeS (2 1 . . .'ii'c5 22 . .txf6 gxf6 
23 . .te4 h6 24.l:.d5) 22 . .tf4 'ifc5 23 . .txd6 
.l:.xd6 24 . .l:.xd6 'ifxd6 25.'fixc4. 
It is also hard to predicate a catastrophe on 
the basis of the static evaluation: 
t 1 .  = 2. = 3. ± 4. � 
The situation demands dynamic action by 
Khalifman. He was able to exploit the tacti
cal features of the position. 

20. iic5! 
21.  .txdS 'ifxc6 

In the following game the Russian grand- Q 1 
master carried out a rare idea. """'"'---:---'='--:==�"""""""'"'--:--' 
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The static evaluation has changed signifi
cantly: 

1 .  + 2. i 3. ± 4. = 

It is now Black who has a static advantage, 
and his subsequent play merely emphasises 
its character. 

0 

22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 

..ta5 
%:rfdl 
'iii>fl 
'it>gl 
'it>fl 
'it>gl 
wn 

29. l:tb6 
30. �gl 
31.  �fl 

ltJe5 
ltJf3+ 
ltJxh2+ 
ltJf3+ 
ltJh2+ 
ltJf3+ 
.&te8 

ltJd2+ 
ltJf3+ 

White faces insuperable difficulties. 
31.  'ilfc8 
32. 'iii>g2 ltJh4+ 
33. 'iii>h2 ltJf3+ 
34. 'iii>g2 'iiV a8 
35. 'iii>h3 ..tc7 
36. 'ti'xc4 ltJg5+ 
37. 'iii>h2 'tin 

0-1 

M.Gurevich - L.Alburt 
New York 1 989 

(D) 
For the sacrificed pawn grandmaster Alburt 
has created strong pressure on the oppo
nent's queenside. White is not able to retain 

his material advantage, and the static 
evaluation is tending to favour Black: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. + 4. + 
To change the unfavourable tendency 
White needs dynamic measures. 

0 

20. b3! ..txal 
21 .  .l:bal 

To understand better and appreciate the 
change in the 'behaviour' of the players, let 
us compile the static evaluation of the new 
situation: 

1 .  ± 2. + 3. + 4. i 
Thus it is now Black who is obliged to aim 
for dynamic play! 

20. 'ilfd5! 
22. e4 

The careless 22.l:tdl?  :xa2 ! or 22.Wgl 
'ilff5 could have cost White dearly. 

22. 'ilfd6 
23. r!cl ! (D) 

Gurevich sticks firmly to a static course. 
After the naive 23 .ltJxg5? Alburt would 
have dispelled his opponent's  illusions with 
the clever combination 23 . . .  'ilfe5 24.'ilfcl 
l:lxb3 ! 

23. 'ilfe7? 
Black alternates static and dynamic 
moves, which is quite inadmissible in this 
type of situation. He should have contin
ued in the same dynamic way by 23 . . .  c4 ! 
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24.bxc4 (24.'ili'xc4 !txa2 25 .li:Jxg5 'ili'd2) 
24 . . .  .l:.ba8, when he is out of danger. 

• 

Position after 23.ltcl 

24. 'ifd2 h6 
25. h4 'ifd6! 

Alburt makes use of a convenient moment 
to seek simplification. After 25 . . .  g4 26.li:Je5 
'ifd6 27.'ili'f4 White would have had a deci
sive initiative. 

26. 'ife3 
27. li:Jh2 
28. 'iff4? 

g4 
'it'd4 

In time trouble the Belgian player loses the 
greater part of his advantage, which he 
could have retained by 28.'ife2 ! l!ba8 : 
A) 29.'ifxg4+ 'ii'g7 30 . .l::txc5 Iha2 3 l .e5 
:f8 (3 l . . .  .l:t2a5 32.l:ic7 .l:.5a7 33 .l!c4±) 
32.'ifxg7+ �xg7 33 .li:Jf3={:!;;; 
B) 29J�dl 'ii'g7 30.'ili'xg4 1!8a7 3 l .'ili'f4 
(3 1 .a4 'ili'xg4 32.li:Jxg4 �g7 33 .li:Je5;!;) 
3 l . . .e5 32.'ii'f3 l:r.xa2 33 .li:Jg4 �7a6 
34.'ili'f5±. 

28. 
29. 'ili'xg4+ 
30. 'ili'e2 

�f8 
�h7 
.l:.d6! 

In a very complicated situation Alburt"s 
play is exemplary. He constantly aims for 
the exchange of queens. 

31.  e5 
In my view 3 l .li:Jfl was more accurate. 

31.  'ili'd2 

32. ife4+ �h8 
33. li:Jf3 'ili'd3 
34. 'ili'g4 !td5 
35. ifh5 �g7? 

35 . . .  'it>h7 should have been played. 
36. I!c4 �h7 
37. li:Jg5+ �g7 
38. li:Jf3 'it>h7 
39. li:Jg5+ �g7 
40. li:Jf3 

Gurevich repeats the position for the third 
time. After 40.li:Je4 I still prefer White. 

0 

40. �h7 
41.  li:Jg5+ Yz-Yz 

A.Konstantinopolsky -
G.Levenfish 

Kuybyshev 1 943 

Black has an undisputed static advantage, 
which is confirmed by the static evaluation: 

1. = 2. = 3. + 4. + 
White makes use of his only remaining dy
namic option, in order to activate his dark
square bishop. 

16. c4 
Naturally, the sacrifice is forced, since 
1 6  . .l:.b l li:Jc4 and 1 6.li:Jfd2 f5 1 7 .c4 fxe4 
1 8 .cxd5 litxc l 1 9.i.xc l e3 20.fxe3 'ili'xd5 
cannot satisfy White. 

16. i.xc1 
17. 'ili'xcl 
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• 

The static evaluation has become more se
vere for Black: 

1. ;;!; 2. + 3. + 4. + 
17. �g7 

More professional was the dynamic 1 7  . . .  f6 
1 8 .'iWh6 lt:Jxc4 1 9.lt:Jfg5 fxg5 20.lt:Jxg5 liif7 
2 1 .lt:Jxf7 'ii'f8 22.'ii'xf8+ 'it>xf8 23 .lt:Jd8 
lDxb2 24.lt:Jxb7 l:.b8 25 .i.g2 l:ixb7 
26.i.xd5 l:.d7 27.:te5 lt:Jdl 28.'it>g2 lt:Jc3 
29.i.e6 i:txd4. 
On the other hand, after the static 1 7  . . .  lt:Jf6 
1 8 .d5 i..xd5 1 9.'ii'h6 i..xe4 20.lt:Jg5 e5 
2 1 .i.xe5 .l:!e8 22.i.al (22.i..xf6 'ifxf6 
23.lt:Jxe4 'ii'g7+) 22 . . .  lt:Jxc4 23 . .l:.xe4 .l:ixe4 
24.lt:Jxe4 lt:Je8 25 .lt:Jg5 'ii'c7 (25 . . .  lt:Jf6 
26.lt:Jxh7+-) 26.'ifxh7+ �f8 27.'ifh6+ �e7 
28.'i!Vh4 lt:Jcd6 29.lt:Jh7+ White 's  attack 
would have become irresistible. 

18. lt:Je5 lDf6 
If 1 8  . . .  f6, then 1 9.lt:Jg5 !?  (after 1 9 .lt:Jg4 
'it>h8 there is no continuation of the attack) 
1 9  . . .  fxg5 ( 1 9  . . .  lt:Jc7) 20.iY'xg5 lt:Jf6 
(20 .. J:H5) 2 1 .d5 with some chances. 

19. d5 
The board is looking increasingly white. It 
is hard for Black to accept the appearance 
of the knight on g4, since this leads to in
soluble problems. 

19. h5 
20. 'ii'f4 �h7 

White is dominant and the existence of a 
winning combination here is quite under
standable. 

21.  
22. 
23. 
24. 

lt:Jxf6+ 
lt:Jd7 
Vi'xf6 
l:Ie7 

exf6 
'ilfxd7 
:gs 

Black suffers serious loss of material. 

0 

A.Suetin - A.Butnoryus 
Riga 1 968 

This is one of those positions that inspires 
me in chess. My method enables the correct 
solution to be found. 
In view of the weakness of the enemy king, 
the static evaluation is favourable to White: 

1 .  ;;!; 2. = 3. + 4. + 
It follows that he should play statically. 
After studying the features of the position 
we come to the conclusion that the subtle 
manoeuvre 2 1 .lDb l meets its demands, 
since the presence of White's  knight on the 
kingside after lt:Jc3-e2-f4 will enable him to 
intensify the pressure against the castled 
position. But, contrary to common sense, 
the Russian grandmaster preferred a dy
namic continuation. 

21.  IZ.f6? 
White prefers a different route d2-f3-e5 for 
his knight. He thought it realistic to try and 
take advantage of his aggressive grouping 
on the kingside. 
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21.  .i.xf6 
22. exf6 

• 

The end of the mini-phase obliges us, as 
usual, to draw up the static evaluation: 

1 .  ± 2. + 3. + 4. = 

It is clear that Black must aim to play dy
namically. His only try is 22 . . .  e5!!. This 
multi-purpose move avoids a blockade and 
prepares simplification after 23 . . .  'ii'c8 fol
lowed by 24 . . .  'i!Vg4. In the main variation 
23 .'iVh4 exd4 24.'i!Vg5 (after 24.g4 dxe3 
25.gxh5 e2 ! Black wins) 24 . . .  b5 ! 25 .e4 ! 
'it>h7 26.e5 'ii'c8 (26 . . .  .l:tc6 27.tZ:lf3 d3 
28.'it>hl  �c4 29.'ii'd2 :c2 30.tZ:lg5+ 'it>g8 
3 l .'i!Vxd3 'ii'c8 32.e6 'ii'c4 33 .'ii'dl  'ii'e2 is 
probably not forced, but it is very typical of 
the method of gaining counterplay) 27.tZ:lt3 
'iHg4 28.'ii'd2 h4 Black' s  strategy triumphs. 

22. 'it>h7 
23. ifh4 1Wd6 
24. tZ:lf3 

And after numerous mistakes by both sides, 
White won. 

E. Torre - A.Karpov 
Bad Lauterberg 1 977 

(D) 
The Filipino player with White has a defi
nite static advantage: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. � 4. � 
He can choose 2 1 .iVd2, preparing the typi
cal plan with a3-a4, l:r.b l and a4-a5 . How-

ever, contrary to the demands of the posi
tion, he preferred dynamic play. 

0 

21.  g3 
From now on the white king is irreparably 
weakened. 

21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 

0 

tZ:ld2 
h4 
h5 

.td8 
.tf6 
h6 
tZ:lgf8 

Karpov' s  provocative strategy has proved 
highly successful. His position is firm and 
secure. The placing of the black pieces can 
be further strengthened by l:tc7 and �ec8, 
whereas the knight at d2 is forced to remain 
inactive in view of the idea of .txc3 and 



30 THE CRITICAL MOMENT 

lLlf6. It is increasingly difficult for White to 
find any reasonable manoeuvres. 
It has been said many times that Karpov 
often wins by standing on the back rank. It 
seems to me that the explanation is simple: 
he is one of the best static players. 

25. g4 
This despairing gesture hastens the inevita
ble. 

25. lLlh7 
Black' s  strategic idea is to play e6-e5, when 
the advance of the white f-pawn concedes 
all the dark squares, and Black will take 
immediate advantage of this by the ex
change i.g5 followed by the occupation of 
f6 and g5 . On the other hand, 26.lLlf3 (after 
the incautious 26.'ii'g2 d5 27.cxd5 i.xc3 
28.l:.xc3 .l:txc3 29.l:txc3 exd5 Black has the 
initiative) encounters the typical reply 
26 . . .  i.xc3 27.!hc3 lLlhf6. 

26. e5 
27. g5 
28. i.xf4 

0 

dxe5 
exf4 
i.e5 

The game is practically over. It is not easy, 
of course, to reconcile oneself to this sort of 
defeat, and it is probably for this reason that 
White prolongs his pointless resistance. 

29. g6 fxg6 
30. hxg6 i.xf4 
31.  gxh7+ 'it>h8 
32. :n .t::tf8 

ea 
7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

33. i.e4 ltJe5 
34. 'ii'g2 lLlxc4 

0-1 

V .J ansa - L.Kavalek 
Harrachov 1 963 

This is undoubtedly a critical position. 
White is threatening 1 6.f5 .  This pawn ad
vance will significantly affect the static 
evaluation, which at the moment is advan
tageous to Black: 

1 .  = 2. + 3. + 4. + 
It will change the static position of the 
black king. To maintain the evaluation the 
possibilities 1 5  . . .  i.f5 ,  1 5  . . .  f5 , 1 5  . . .  f6 and 
1 5  . . .  g6 must be studied, and only two of 
these four ( 1 5  . . .  f6 and 1 5  . . .  g6) meet the 
demands of the position. 
Thus the natural 1 5  . . .  i.f5 encounters the 
strong reply 1 6.g4 !  i.xg4 1 7.f5 when 
White has the initiative for the pawn, while 
the game continuation 1 5  . . .  f5 1 6.a5 0--0 
1 7 .b4 i.e6 1 8.ltJa4 'it>fl 1 9.'ii'c3 l1g8 
20.i.c5 allows White to arrange play on the 
dark squares, aiming for the favourable 
queen + knight tandem. 
But after 1 5  . . .  f6 or 1 5  . . .  g6 1 6.e6 i.f6 
1 7 .exf7+ 'it>xfl 1 8.'ii'd2 i.f5 1 9.i.d4 
i.xd4+ 20.'ii'xd4 'ii'b6 (D) Black is able to 
retain all the advantages of his position. 
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7 

6 

5 

3 

2 

0 1 
��_.�������� 

In the following game I made use of a 
similar idea in a more complicated situa
tion. 

7 

6 

5 

4 

J.Klovans - I.Dorfman 
USSR 198 1  

Here Black has to solve an identical prob
lem. White' s  bishops may begin operating 
at full power, if he is able to arrange play 
on the dark squares. Therefore Black's  ob
jective is a blockade on the squares of the 
opposite colour. After 

15. �xd4 
16. cxd4 f6 
17. ..te3 

1 7 .g4 can be parried by 1 7  . . .  f5 . 

17. 
18. 'ife2 
19. :ac1 
20. ..td3 
21.  :c2 
22. llfcl 

:adS 
'iii>h8 
c6 
:cs 
..trs 

Here the Latvian player offered a draw, 
since Black's  position has become 'un
touchable ' .  

The following example i s  typical of  varia
ti�ms of the King's  Indian Defence with 
..te3 . 

A.Yusupov - V.Gavrikov 
Yerevan (Zonal Tournament) 1 982 
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The static evaluation will stabilise as better 
for White 

1 .  = 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 
if he succeeds in halting the development of 
Black's initiative on the kingside. The Rus
sian grandmaster found an elegant way of 
solving this problem: 

ea 
7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

a 

16. exf5 
17. .i.xg4 
18. f3 

c e 

gxf5 
fxg4 

g 

The static evaluation has changed signifi
cantly: 

1 .  ± 2. + 3. = 4. ;t 
It is noteworthy that within a few moves 
Black's position became hopeless without 
him making any obvious mistake. 

18. gxf3 
19. l:.xf3 .i.f5 
20. 'ife2 'iid7 
21. �aft .i.g6 

I do not see any alternative to this manoeu
vre: both 2 1 . . . .i.g4 22.�e4 and 2 1 . . .h6 
22.tLlge4 .i.g4 23 .l:.xf8+ l:txf8 24.l:txf8+ 
�xf8 25 .�f2+ �g8 26.tLlf6+ are unsatis
factory for Black. 

22. tt:Jge4 
23. 'ii'xf3 
24. .i.g5 

.laxf3 
�h8 

and Yusupov converted his advantage on 
the 42nd move. Here the attempt to ease the 
defence by simplification leads to disaster 
after 24 . . .  l::i.f8 25 .�xf8+ .i.xf8 26 . .l:txf8+ 
�g7 27.l::!g8+ �f7 28.!id8 'ifg4 29.h3 'it'hs 
30 . .lad7+. 

• 

A. Valchini - Y .Benitah 
Lyon Championship 1 996 

In this position after just six moves Black 
has seized the initiative and White has no 
promising plan. Black only needs to main
tain the static evaluation: 

1 .  = 2. + 3. + 4. + 
The variation 7 . . .  fxe5! 8.dxe5 c5 solves the 
problem completely. Black controls the 
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centre and consolidates the position of his 
king. 

7. c5?! 
The start of an unsuccessful plan. As a re
sult of this inaccurate transposition of 
moves the black king remains in the centre 
and may come under attack. 

8. a3 ..tas 
9. ti:Jf3 cxd4 

9 . . .  tbc6 1 0 . ..t b5 cxd4 1 1 .  'ifxd4 transposes 
into a position from the note to White' s  l Oth 

move. 

0 

10. ti:Jxd4? 
White misses 1 0.'i!Vxd4! i..d7 ( 1 0  . . .  ti:Jc6 
1 1 .i..b5) 1 1 .� ti:Jc6 1 2.�e3 with the 
possible branches: 
A) 12  . . .  fxe5 1 3 .tbxe5 ( 1 3 .fxe5 'i!Vb6 
l4.1i'd3) 1 3  . . .  d4 14.l:r.xd4 i..b6 1 5 .tbxc6 
bxc6 1 6.tbe4 ( 1 6.tba4 i..xd4 1 7 .'Wxd4 0-0 
1 8 .i..d3); 
B) 12 . . .  d4 1 3 .ti:Jxd4 i..b6 14.ti:Jcb5 
( 1 4.ti:Je4!? ;  14.tbce2? fxe5 1 5 .fxe5 'ifc7). 
These variations are convincing enough. 
But in the game after: 

10. 
1 1 .  fxe5 

fxe5 
'i!Vh4+ 

the white king did not survive for long. 

It can happen that the technique for con
verting a particular idea may be more com
plicated than the evaluation of the position. 

0 

V.Anand - A.Shirov 
Buenos Aires 1 994 

Here the static evaluation undoubtedly fa
vours White: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 
21.  'iff3? 

A conceptual mistake, rare for a player of 
this standard. From the result of the evalua
tion White should not allow his opponent to 
change the situation. For his advantage to 
.become irreversible, White should consoli
�ate the position of his king. 
In the variation 2 1 .g3 ! f5 (2 l . . .i..xe3 
22.ti:Jf6+ 'iit>h8 23.�xe3) 22.f4 exf4 23.gxf4 
i..h4 24.exf5 tbxf5 25.ti:Jxf5 ..txf5 26.i..x£5 
.:xf5 27.'i!Ve6+ 'iit>f8 (27 . . .  :t7 28.f5) 28.i..f6 
i..xf6 (28 . . .  i..xe1 29 . ..txd8 'iff2 30.l:rxe1 )  
29.ti:Jxf6 'iit>g7 30.ti:Je8+ the Indian grand
master would have retained all the trumps 
of his position. 

21. f5! 
Black chooses a propitious moment to de
velop play against the opponent's  king. 

22. 'iig3 
In the event of 22.exf5 i..xe3 ! 23 .tbxe3 
ti:Jxf5 White can no longer control the de
velopment of events. 

22. i..xe3 
23. fxe3 �ti 

In order to use the f-file after l:rdf8. 
24. exf5 i..xf5! 
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Well played! After the obvious, but bad 
24 .. .'�Jxf5? 25 .�xf5 �xf5 26.e4 �e6 
27.�c l Anand would have avoided any 
weakening of his position. 

0 

25. i..xf5 lbxf5 
26. 'ii'g5 l:.df8 
27. h3 b5 
28. e4 lDfd4 
29. cxb5 axb5 

A complicated position has been reached, 
and the progress made by Black is obvious. 

0 

V.Korchnoi - A.Karpov 
Hastings 1 97 1  

In the next position that the reader is invited 
to analyse Black has the bishop pair in a 

stable position. This superiority is reflected 
in the static evaluation: 

1. = 2. + 3. + 4. + 
White cannot afford to be idle, since after 
b6-b5, c5-c4, lbc5 ,  a6-a5, �a6, l:tec8 and 
b5-b4 his queenside will collapse like a 
house of cards. Korchnoi does not allow his 
judgement to be prejudiced. 

16. g4! 'ii'd8 
Visually Black' s  position resembles a well
fortified citadel. But now, by means of a 
sacrifice, White reveals the true situation on 
the board. 

17. g5 h5 
With other defences too it is hard for Black 
to delay the development of the opponent' s  
attack: 1 7 . . .  hxg5 18  .l:Idg 1 i..e 7 ( 18  . . .  f6 
19 .h4 gxh4 20.lbxh4) 1 9.h4 gxh4 20.lbf5 
g6 2 1 .lD3xh4 i..xh4 22.'iVh5, or 17 . . .  g6 
1 8 .gxh6 i..xh6 1 9.h4 �f4 20.h5 . 

18. g6 fxg6 
19. l:!hg1 'iff6 
20. lbg5 �e7 
21 .  lbe6 

21 .  
A critical moment. Black parts with mate
rial in order to avoid the direct attack after 
2 1 . . . .l:tac8 22.�g2 lbf8 23 . .l:tdg l �h7 
24.�xg6 ifxg6 25.I;lxg6 �xg6 26.i..d l  �f7 
27.'iff3+ i..f6 28 .lbxg7 �xg7 29.lbf5+ 
�h8 30.lbxd6. 
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The remainder is a matter of technique, in 
this case not very difficult. 
22.li::lc7 'ii'ti 23J1dfl b5 24.li::lxa8 .txa8 
25.c4 �b8 26 . .td3 'ii'e8 27.!:tc1 i.f6 
28.1:1g2 l::tb6 29.�cg1 l:!b8 30.\i'fl b4 
31 . .te2 h4 32Jhg6 'ii'xg6 33Jbg6 li::lxg6 
34 . .tg4 li::lf4 35.'ii'd1 b3 36.axb3 .tb7 
37.li::lg2 .tc8 38 • .txc8 lbc8 39.'ii'g4 lieS 
40.li::lxf4 exf4 41.'ii'xf4 i.e5 42.Vixh4 �f8 
43.b4 .td4 44.bxc5 1--0 

L.Stein - V.Smyslov 
Moscow 1 972 

1 .  c4 li::lf6 
2. li::lc3 e6 
3. li::lf3 b6 
4. e4 .tb7 
5. 'ii'e2 .tb4 
6. e5 l2Jg8 
7. d4 d6 
8. a3 .txc3+ 
9. bxc3 li::le7 

In a well-known theoretical variation a 
critical position has been reached, one that 
is important for the fate of this continua
tion. If Black should succeed in fixing the 
pawn structure, the evaluation will become 
positive for him. 

0 

10. h4! 
An excellent reply, aimed at raising the 
'fighting efficiency' of the bishops. White 

logically seeks to develop his initiative on 
the dark squares, weakened by the early 
exchange on c3 . 

10. li::ld7 
1 1 .  h5 .txf3 

After l l . . .dxe5 12 .li::lxe5 li::lxe5 1 3.'ifxe5 
Black is unable to parry the threat of 14 .h6. 

12. 'ii'xf3 dxe5 
After 1 2  . . .  h6 1 3 .'ii'g4 li::lf5 1 4.i.d3 or 
1 3 .exd6 cxd6 14.i.d3 li::lf6 1 5 .g4 the white 
bishops are dominant. 

.. 

13. h6 

13. gxh6 
The former world champion prefers to take 
his chance in a complicated position, rather 
than try and resist without any prospects 
after 1 3  . . .  g6 14.dxe5 0-0 1 5  . .tg5 li::lxe5 
1 6.'iYf6 li::lf5 1 7 .i¥xd8 %iaxd8 1 8 .i.xd8 
l:.xd8 1 9  .l:.d 1 .  

14. i.xh6 
15. .tg7 
16. :xh7 
17. .txd4 
18. g4 

exd4 
�g8 
li::lf5 
c5 

It is this energetic move, conclusively 
opening the position, that constitutes the 
point of Stein' s  idea. 

18. 
19. gxf5 
20. 'ii'd5 
21 .  cxd4 
22. ltd1 

cxd4 
e5 
I:lf8 
.l::tc8 
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Another precise reply, since after the naive 
22.dxe5 Black has the active possibility 
22 . . .  .l:.c5. 

22. 1We7 
23. ..tg2 .l:lg8 
24. 'ifb7 lhc4 
25. dxe5 ifxe5+ 
26. �fl 'ifb5 
27. �g1 'ifc6 

This loses a piece, but 27 ... l:.cg4 would 
have left Black without any hopes of a suc
cessful defence after 28.1Wc8+ �e7 
29Jhd7+ 'i¥xd7 30 . .l:!xf7+ �xf7 3 1 .'ii'xd7+ 
�f8 32.f6 .l:!xg2+ 33.�fl .l:!g1 +  34.'iii'e2. 

28. 'i¥xc6 
28Jlh8 ! was even stronger than on the next 
move. 

28. .l:.xc6 
29. l:lh8! .l:.cg6 
30. fxg6 .l:.xh8 
31.  jLc6 l:!g8 
32. jLxd7+ rJi;e7 
33. ..tf5 fxg6 
34. �d7+ �f6 
35. jLd3 .l:la8 

1-0 

V .Korchnoi - L.Szabo 
Bucarest 1 954 

1. c4 
2. tbc3 
3. g3 
4. ..tg2 
5. e3 
6. tbge2 
7. 0-0 
8. d4 
9. h3 (D) 

e5 
tLlf6 
j_c5 
0-0 
l:.e8 
tbc6 
d6 
jLb6 

At first sight Black is well developed and 
his position is solid. A critical moment in 
the game has arrived, since the central 
pawns have come into play. 

9. j_£5? 
This move must be unreservedly con
demned, since from now on the black king 
is statically weak. After the timely opening 
of the centre by 9 ... exd4 1 0.exd4 h6 ! 

( 1 0  ... ..tf5 1 l .g4 ..5\.g6 1 2  . ..tg5 ; 1 0  ... tbe7 
1 1  . ..tg5) the further development of 
White' s  play on the kingside involves a se
rious risk. Thus, for example, the attacking 
attempt 1 l .g4 is met by 1 1 . .  .h5 1 2.g5 
( 1 2.f3 hxg4 1 3 .fxg4 tbxg4 14.hxg4 jLxg4) 
1 2  ... tbh7 1 3.h4 tbf8. 

Position after 9.h3 

10. d5 tLlb8 
11 .  g4 ..5td7 
12. tbg3 h6 
13. rJi;h2 a5 
14. f4 exf4 
15. exf4 tLlh7 

0 

16. g5! 
Energetic play by Korchnoi. 
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16. 4Ja6 
If 1 6  . . .  hxg5 1 7 .fxg5 4Jxg5 1 8 .�5 ! f6 1 9  . 
..txg5 fxg5 20. 'ii'f7+ �h8 2 1 .  ..te4 ! and 
White wins. 

17. gxh6 
Stronger was 1 7  .'iib5 g6 1 8 . 'ii'xh6 "ilie7 1 9. 
4Jce4 'ilt'f8 20.'iib4 'ii'g7 2 l .f5 4Jc5 22.fxg6 
fxg6 (22 . . . iVxg6 23 . 4Jxc5 ..txc5 24. il..e4 
.l:.xe4 25.'i!Vxe4) 23 .4Jf6+ 4Jxf6 (23 . . .  �h8 
24. il..d2) 24.gxf6 'ii'f7 25 .il..h6+-. 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 
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2 

0 1 

17. ifh4 
18. hxg7 4Jf6 
19. f5 ..te3 
20. 4Jce4 4Jxe4 
21 .  4Jxe4 il..xcl 
22. .!axcl 4Jc5 

����������� 

At the end of a series of forced moves the 
game has reached a critical point. Which of 
the exchanges is correct? After 23 .  4Jxc5 
dxc5 24.'ii'g4 'ii'xg4 25.hxg4 �xg7 26.l:!ce 1 
'it>f6 27 .�g3 �g5 28 . ..tf3 l:.xe 1 29 . .l:.xe1 
l:i.e8 30 . .l:!h1 Black has no defence. 

23. 'ii'g4 
Whereas now the Hungarian grandmaster 
had an excellent opportunity to make it 
harder for the opponent to convert his ad
vantage. After: 

23. 
24. ..txe4 
25. hxg4 
26. .l:.ce1 

l:.xe4 
'ii'xg4 
4Jxe4 

he missed 26 . . .  4Jf6 27.g5 �xg7 28.gxf6+ 
�xf6 with good practical chances of saving 
the game. The move played was an inexpli
cable mistake, since it all ended after 

0 

26. 4Jc5 
27. f6 l:i.e8 
28. l:i.xe8+ il..xe8 
29. .l:.e1 i.a4 
30. �e3 1-0 

A.Gipslis - J.Bielczyk 
Riga 1 98 1  

Black's last move 1 5  . . .  e5 prepares harmo
nious development with il..e6. Later he will 
be able to exploit the pluses of the static 
evaluation: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. + 4. + 
Thus, the time has come for dynamic ac
tion. The Latvian grandmaster' s  reply is 
very timely and it sets the opponent insu
perable problems. 

16. h5! 
Now the variations 16 . . .  ..te6 1 7 .h6 g6 
1 8 .'ii'g5, 16 . .. h6 1 7 .g5 and 16 . . .  f6 1 7 .h6 g6 
1 8 .4Je4 are completely hopeless for Black. 

16. �h8 
17. h6 g6 
18. 'iig5 

In the changed conditions the first element 
of the descending scale has become positive 
for White. From now on the main forces of 
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the opponent' s  army should be switched to 
the defence of their monarch. 

• 

18. 4Jg8 
19. 4Je4 'Wic7 
20. i.c4 

The white pieces have occupied the domi
nating heights and Black is forced to 
weaken his position still further, to try and 
complete his development. 

20. b5 
21. :xd8 4Jxd8 
22. i.d5 i.b7 

In the event of 22 . . .  4Je6 23 .'ife3 White re
tains dangerous threats : 23 . .  Jlb8 24.lt:Jbc5 
.l:tb6 (24 . . .  4Jd8 25.f4) 25.i.xe6 i.xe6 
26.4Jg5 i.d5 27.l:.dl 4Je7 28 .lt:Jxf7+ 
(28.4Jd7) 28 . . .  i.xf7 29Jld7 lt:Jd5 30 . .l:txc7 
4Jxe3 3 1  J:hf7+-. 

23. .:d1 i.xd5 
23 . . .  l:.c8 would have provoked the reply 
24.4Jbc5 4Je6 25.i.xe6 i.xe4 26.b4. 

24. �xd5 4Je6 
25. 'Wid2 4Jf4 
26. l:d7 'Wic4 
27. g5! 

Now Black's  king and knight have been 
driven into the corner and are unable to take 
part in the play. The f7 pawn is hard to de
fend, both in the middlegame and in the 
endgame. White converted his advantage 
five moves later. 

O.De la Riva - J.Gallagher 
France 1 998 

1. e4 c5 
2. 4Jf3 d6 
3. d4 cxd4 
4 • 4Jxd4 tiJf6 
5. liJc3 a6 
6. f3 e5 
7. tiJb3 i.e6 
8. i.e3 i.e7 
9. 'Wid2 0--0 
10. 0--0--0 b5 
1 1 .  g4 b4 
12. 4Jd5 i.xd5 
13. exd5 aS 
14. �b1 'Wic7 
15. g5 tiJfd7 
16. h4 tiJb6 
17. h5 a4 
18. tiJc1 4Jc4 
19. i.xc4 'Wixc4 
20. :hg1 

Black has not played the opening very well. 
In the event of g5-g6 his king will come 
under a strong attack. In addition the pawn 
formation is favourable for White, in view 
of the weakness of the c6 square and of the 
d6 pawn, fixed on a dark square. This is 
why the English grandmaster resorts to dy
namic play. 
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20. b3 
21. cxb3 axb3 
22. lt:'Jxb3 lt:'Jd7 

The critical moment of the game has been 
reached. It is important to note that the 
static evaluation has become positive for 
Black: 

1 .  + 2. ;t 3. ;t 4. ;t 
23. lt:'Jct ? 

Confusion. It can sometimes be heard that 
chess is a scaled-down model of life and the 
laws that apply in it are close to the laws 
that apply in nature. 
It is logical that, if before the 19th move 
the advantage belonged to White, then it 
could not evaporate after a series of 
forced moves. 
The player from Andorra should have 
aimed for dynamic play and fought for the 
initiative by 23.lt:'Ja5 ! !  'ifa4 24.b4. In this 
case White has numerous ways of strength
ening his position by ltg4, .:t.c 1 and lt:'Jc6. 

23. f5 
24. gxf6 .i.xf6 
25. :g4 'ifa6 
26. l:tdgt .:n 
27. .i.g5 .i.xg5 
28. l:.xg5 lL'lf6 
29. a3 l:tb8 
30. �al 'ifb7 
31.  lL'ld3 'ifxd5 

Black has restored material equality, while 
maintaining all the advantages of his posi
tion. White wakes up too late. 

32. f4 h6 
33. l:tg6 e4 
34. 'ii'g2 lt:'Jxh5 

In time trouble both of the players lose 
control. Black missed 34 . . .  lt:'Je8 35 .lt:'Jc l 
(35.lt:'Jb4 �xb4) 35  . . .  'ifd4 36.lL'la2 ltxf4 
with good winning chances. And after: 

35. �xh6 'ifxd3 

. l  
36. 'ifg6 

White missed a simple draw by 36 . .l:.xh5 
I;la7 37.'ifh2 �xa3+ 38.bxa3 'ifc3+ 39.�a2. 

36. :xb2 
37. :h8+ �xh8 
38. 'ifxh5+ �g8 
39. �xg7+ �xg7 
40. 'i!¥g5+ �h7 
41.  'ifh4+ �g8 
42. 'ifg5+ l:tg7 
43. 'ii'd8+ �fi 
44. 'ifd7+ �f6 
45. 'ifd8+ �e6 

0-1 

A.Karpov - L.Ljuboj evic 
Buenos Aires 1 994 

1 .  e4 c5 
2. lt:'Jf3 d6 
3. d4 cxd4 
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4. tZ:\xd4 t2Jf6 
5. tZ:\c3 a6 
6. i.e2 e6 
7. 0--0 i..e7 
8. f4 'flc7 
9. 'it>h1 0--0 
10. 'i!Ve1 tZ:\c6 
11 .  i.e3 i.d7 
12. 'f/g3 'it>h8 
13. i..f3 :ac8 
14. l:tad1 b5 
15. a3 tZ:\xd4 
16. i.xd4 i.c6 
17. :d3 'ii'b7 
18. b4 

ea 
7 

6 

5 

4 

A rare idea for the Sicilian Defence. White 
secures an impregnable post for his bishop 
at d4 and at the same time suppresses the 
opponent' s  counterplay on the queenside. 
The black king is in danger of becoming 
statically weak. 

18. 
19. e5 
20. tZ:\xe4 
21.  c3 (D) 

.l::tg8 
tZ:\e4 
i..xe4 

How can Black consolidate his position? 
We will study the four main possibilities: 
2 l . . .f6, 2 l . . .d5 ,  2 l . . .f5 and 2 I . . .i.xf3. 
2 l . . .f6 looks the most radical: 
A) 22.exf6 gxf6 23 .'ilih3 i..xf3 24.l:tdxf3 e5 
25 .fxe5 dxe5 26.i..xe5 fxe5 27."/J.fl l::tg7 

28 . .l:.xg7 rJ;;;xg7 29.'iVg3+ (29.'ii'g4+ 
29 . . .  'it>h8 30.l:tf7 I:tg8 !-+) 29 . . .  'it>h6 
30.'ilih3+ (30.l:tf7 'ii'e4 3 1 .'f/g7+ rJ;;;hs 
32.'iVxh7+ 'ii'xh7 33 .llxh7+ �g6 34 . .l:.xe7 
�xc3 35 .h4 'it>f6 36.l:la7 .l:.xa3+) 30 . . .  'it>g7 
3 1 .  'it'g3+ =; 
B) 22.exd6 i..xd6 23 .'iVg4 i.xf3 24.�dxf3 
e5 25.fxe5 fxe5 26.i.f2 �cf8 (26 . .  Jk4 
leads Black nowhere after 27.'ife6 'Wie7 
28.'ii'd5 e4 29 . .l::tf5) 27.l:idl .:!.x£3 28.'ifxf3 
e4 (28 . . .  'ifxf3 29.gxf3) 29.'iff5 'ile7 
(29 . . .  'ii'c7) and the black king is no longer 
in any danger; 
C) 22.i..xe4 ! (the only reply that keeps an 
advantage) 22 . .  JWxe4 23 . .l:le3 'ii'f5 
(23 . . .  'ii'd5 is met by 24.'W/g6, a key idea in 
White' s  attack) 24.'ii'e l  �ce8 25 .'ile2 fxe5 
(25 . . .  d5 26.g4 'ii'g6 27.f5±) 26.fxe5 'i¥g5 
27 . .l::!.g3 'iV116 28.'ii'd3 .:tef8 29.l::!.xf8 l:txf8 
30.exd6 "it' c l+  3 1 .i..g l  l:tfl 32 .'ilxfl 'i!Vxfl 
33 .dxe7 'ii'fl 34.nf3 'flxe7 35 .i..c5+-. 
2 l . . .d5 . Here the game concludes after the 
already familiar reply 22.i.xe4 dxe4 
23 . .l::te3 f5 24.'i!Vg6 ! .  
2 l . . .f5 22.exd6 i..xd6 23.'ilh4 'Wifl 
(23 . . .  'Wie7 24.'ii'xe7 i..xe7 25 .i.xe4 fxe4 
26.l:!.e3±) 24.i..xe4 fxe4 25 .�h3 'ii'g6 26.g4 
e3 (26 . . .  l:.gf8 27.f5 exf5 28.gxf5 .:xf5 
29.ltgl+-; 26 . . .  �cf8 27.f5 exf5 28.gxf5 .  
�xf5 29.!:r.gl +-) 27 .llxe3 l:tcf8 28.'ifb5 
'ii'xh5 29.gxh5+-. 

Position after 2 1 .c3 
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21.  .txf3 
22. �dxf3 "iVe4 

Unfortunately for Ljubojevic, after 22 . . .  f6 
White once again exploits the motif 
23 ."iVg6 ! .  

23. .l::te3 •. iVd5 
If 23 . . .  1Vf5,  then 24.1Vf3 (intending 25.g4) 
24 . . .  d5 ! (24 . . .  h5 25 .'ifb7±) 25.g4 (25 . .l::te2 
h5 ; 25.'iVh3 'iixh3 26.!:!xh3 g6) 25 . . .  1Vc2 
26.f5 .tg5 27.lite2 'ifb3 28.l:.g2 (28 .fxe6 
fxe6 29."iVt7 "ifc4 30 . .l:tef2 �c6 3 1 .�g2;!;) 
28 . . .  'i¥xa3 29.h4 .te7 30.g5 aS 3 1 .f6 with 
the initiative. 

0 

24. �h3 �c4 
25. f5 .tg5 

After 25 . . .  exf5 (if 25 . . .  dxe5 26.ii'xh7+ with 
mate in two moves) 26.'ikxf5 Black's  pawn 
formation is worsened without any im
provement in the position of his king. 

26. l:tg3 
Karpov systematically plays on the king
side, whereas he could have transformed 
his superiority by 26Jiee l f6 27.exd6 ex£5 
28 . .tc5 . 

26. .th6 
The black king would again have perished 
after 26 . . .  dxe5 27.l:txg5 exd4 28.'ifxh7+. 

27. fxe6 
As usual, Karpov converts his advantage 
with extreme clarity. After 27.exd6? 'ifxd6 
28."ifxh6 'iixd4 (28 . . .  .:.xd4 29.'ifxh7+) 
Black would have unexpectedly equalised. 

27. 
28. exd6 
29. i¥h5 

29. 

fxe6 
iYxd6 

nxd4 
An attempt to prolong the resistance, 
whereas 29 . . .  1:tcc8 30 . .l:lg6 .l:r.gf8 3 l .�gl 
would have lost immediately. The rest is of 
little interest. 

30. cxd4 i¥xd4 
31.  �gf3 "iVd6 
32. :n .te3 
33. �f3 i..d4 
34. :f8 i..f6 
35. :xg8+ 'i!?xg8 
36. .l:i.d1 'tib6 

If 36 . . .  i..d4 White wins by 37.'i¥a8+ rlitt7 
38.i¥e4 e5 39JH1+. 

3 7. 'i¥ a8+ <3;ti 
38. l;id7+ �g6 

Equally hopeless was 38 . . .  .te7 39.ii'a7 !  
(but not 39.'Wb7? iYf2! 40.l:.xe7+ �f8). 

39. 'We4+ �h6 
40. l:.d3 ii'f2 
41.  %ih3+ �g5 
42. %ig3+ �h6 
43. %ih3+ �g5 
44. :n 'ifd2 
45. h4+ Wh6 
46. iYxe6 

1� 
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V.Kramnik - V.Ivanchuk 
Amber (blind), Monte Carlo 1 997 

1. lt:Jt3 lt:Jf6 
2. c4 b6 
3. g3 i.b7 
4. i.g2 e6 
5. 0--0 i.e7 
6. tt:Jc3 0--0 
7. l:te1 d5 
8. cxd5 tt:Jxd5 
9. e4 tt:Jxc3 
10. bxc3 lt:Jc6 

0 

The direction of the play has taken shape. 
Thus Black, with his pawn majority on the 
queenside, will aim for simplification, 
whereas White, with his central d-pawn, 
will strive for dynamic play. 

11 .  d4 lt:Ja5 
12. i.f4 i.d6 

So far lvanchuk's  play has been assured. 
After the hasty 1 2  . . .  c5 White would have 
achieved his aim with 1 3 .d5 exd5 14.exd5 
i.f6 1 5 .lt:Je5 .  

13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 

lt:Je5 
'ifg4 
lt:Jt3 
i.cl 
lt:Jh4 
.l:!axcl 
'ife2 
i.h3 

'ife7 
f6 
i.a3 
.l:!ae8 
i.xcl 
ii'a3 
c5 
'ii'a4 

21.  .:.cd1 

• 

At the end of a series of forced moves the 
game reaches a critical point. Black has 
already revealed his trumps, but he still has 
to counter the opponent' s  offensive. 

21.  i.c6? 
A careless move, which costs Black dearly. 
To me 2 l . . .cxd4 22.cxd4 .l:r.e7 seems cor
rect. This multi-purpose manoeuvre clears 
the eighth rank for the other rook and also 
prepares for the inclusion of the queen in 
the defence after 23 .d5 exd5 24.'ifh5 
(24.lt:Jf5 l:txe4) 24 . . .  'ife8. A complicated 
position with chances for both sides arises 
after 23 .e5 i.d5 24.exf6 l:.xf6. 
Black could also have chosen the more 
risky 2 l . . .cxd4 22.cxd4 f5 . In the following 
variations he relies on the exchange of 
queens: 
A) 23 .d5 g6 ! (the consequences of 
23 .. . exd5 24.i.xf5 'ifc6 25.'ifh5 'ifh6 are 
far from obvious) 24.'ifd2 (after 24.'ife3 f4 ! 
25.gxf4 exd5 Black seizes the initiative) 
24 . .  .'ifd7 25 .'ifh6 'ifg7; 
B) 23 .exf5 exf5 24.'ifh5 g6 ! (but not 
24 .. Jhel +  25 .lhe l 'iVc6 26.i.g2 'iff6 
27.i.xb7 lt:Jxb7 28.l!e5 g6 29.'i!Ve2 and 
White dominates) 25 .lt:Jxg6?? 'iVc6 and 
Black wins a piece. 

22. d5 exd5 
23. 'ifh5 
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It would appear that the Ukrainian grand
master simply overlooked this idea. 

23. .l:.e5 
24. ..tf5 g6 
25. 'i¥g4 ..te8 
26. f4 l:!xe4 
27. ..txe4 dxe4 
28. 'ilfe6+ ..tti 
29. 'i¥xf6 e3 
30. .:d8 'iie4 
31.  :xf8+ 'ot>xf8 
32. t:bg2 

The immediate 32.f5 would have curtailed 
Black's agony. 

32. t:bc4 
33. f5 'ot>g8 
34. 'i¥d8+ ..te8 
35. f6 'iVe5 
36. 'Wie7 'i¥xe7 
37. fxe7 �ti 
38. t:Dxe3 t:Dd2 
39. .:.e2 t:bf.3+ 
40. �f2 t:bg5 
41.  t:bc4 1--0 

43 
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Analyse with Tsechskovsky, Dorfman, Panchenko, Antoshin, Tal, 
T.Petrosian and Karpov at the USSR championship, 1976 

Gary Kasparov and Iossif Dorfman 
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lB. THE CONCEPT OF A 
SECURE SHELTER 

Roughly one half of the first chapter is de
voted to a study of positions where one of 
the sides already has a significant advan
tage, but his king is in danger, being unable 
to castle for one reason or another. But it 
can be evacuated to a well defended 
place, which we will call a 'secure shel
ter' .  
Sometimes the king runs to the shelter un
der the crossfire of the enemy pieces. As a 
rule, the successful arrival in a peaceful 
harbour signifies a turning point in the 
game. In other words, it increases the 
value of static factors. This is why a 
player must be able to see clearly the dif
ference between the dynamic and static 
weakness of the king. 
The material offered below is aimed at ex
panding the idea of the secure shelter and at 
demonstrating the danger of static conces
sions. A deep understanding of the role of 
this element should enrich the reader's  
imagination and enable him to find his way 
more easily in complicated situations. 
Later, analysing a position on p. l 04, you 
will observe a mistake by Tigran Petrosian, 
associated with underestimating the role of 
the secure shelter for the king in a number 
of calculated variations. And yet he was an 
unsurpassed expert on this problem. Thus, 
it is never too late to learn something new. 

• 

6 

5 

4 

P .Benko - P .Keres 
Los Angeles 1 963 

The static evaluation: 
1 .  = 2. = 3. ;;!;; 4. ;;!;; 

is advantageous to White. Keres sharply 
changes the character of the play and with 
an exchange sacrifice he seizes the initia
tive. 

18. !lxe3 ! 
19. fxe3 

I suggest that we again draw up the static 
e*'valuation: 

1 .  + 2. ;;!;; 3. ± 4. + 
Thus from now on, despite the loss of mate
rial, Black should play statically. Whereas 
White, who has no shelter for his king, will 
try by exchanges to weaken the opponent's  
pressure. 

19. 'fi'e8 
20. 'i¥c2 

Black's  task would perhaps have been 
rather more difficult after 20.'it>t2. But nev
ertheless he would have solved it with 
20 . . .  'ii'e6 2 1J::t ad l I1e8 22 .�1 d3 lbe5 
23 .�xd7 lbxd3+ 24J:hd3 g6 25 .'1t>el  .l:.e7 
26.'it>d2 <i;g7, when he retains all the 
trumps of his position. 

20. 
21.  
22. 
23. 

'it>h1 
�fl 
.l:.f4 

'ii'xe3+ 
lbe5 
l;le8 
f6 
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0 

24. 'ile4 
White is at a loss. He has no way of op
posing the opponent's static play, and even 
after the desired exchange of queens he 
ends up in a hopeless situation. 

24. �g6 
25. 'ikxe3 �xe3 
26. i:r.xd7 

After the interposition of 26 . .l:tf3 l:txe2 
27.l:txd7 �e5 28.�d8+ �fl White is also 
helpless. 
26 ... �xf4 27 .gxf4 .l:txe2 28 . .l:txa7 .l:tf2 
29Jib7 .l:.xf4 30.!ixb6 l:.xc4 31 .1ib3 <j;f7 
32.'it>g2 g5 33.'it>t3 'it>e6 34.l:.a3 h5 35.<j;e2 
l:th4 36.l;la6+ �e5 37.a4 c4 38 . .lac6 i:r.xh2+ 
39.�e3 �h3+ 40.�d2 lad3+ 41 .�c2 h4 
42 . .l:txc4 :ds 0--1 

'In the following game the queen + knight 
tandem coordinated well. 

S.Matveeva - M.Litinskaya 
Y erevan 1 985 

(D) 
This well-known theoretical position was 
reached in one of the lines of the Nimzo
Indian Defence with 4 . . .  b6. 
Why did it attract the attention of the 
Ukrainian player? Outward appearances are 
deceptive and the static evaluation turns out 
to be positive for Black: 

1 .  = 2. + 3. ;!;; 4. + 
After all, the black king has a secure shelter 
at b7. The game continued: 

• 

14. �d7! 
This king manoeuvre makes everything 
clear - the black monarch is aiming for its 
ideal post. In the subsequent play the fa
vourable queen + knight tandem will give 
Black the advantage. I should mention in 
passing that it would be absurd to play 
1 4  . . .  <.t>f7?, since this would take the king 
away from its shelter. 

15. ..td2? 
The situation demands dynamic action. It 
seems to me that White should have aimed 
for the exchange of queens, by attacking 
the kingside. 
A) 1 5 .h4 l:.g8 ! ( 1 5  . . .  �c6 1 6.'ikg7+ 'it>c8 
17 .h5 'it>b7 1 8 .i.d2), and the desired ex
change cannot be achieved; 
B) 1 5 .e4 �c6 1 6.'ikg7+ 'ile7 ( 1 6  . . .  'it>c8 
1 7 .exd5 exd5 1 8 .i.f4 �b7 1 9.Iic l )  
1 7  .'ii'xe7+ �xe7 1 8 .f3;  
C)  1 5 .'ii'g7+ ! �c8 1 6.'ii'f7 !  'ii'd6 1 7 .'ii'g7 
'ii'd8 1 8 .'ii'f7 with a draw. 

15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 

'ii'g7+ 
�e2 
.l:thc1 
.l:tc2 
a4 (D) 

�c6 
<j;cs 
'it>b7 
'iWeS 
.l:tdS 
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White tries to revive her dying initiative, 
but the favourable moment has already 
been missed. Her queen is out of play, and 
her bishop absolutely useless. 

ea 
7 

6 
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2 

Position after 20.a4 

20. !tf8 
21.  b4 

After 2 1 .'it'xh7 l:i.h8 22.'ii'g7 l:td7 23.'it'f6 
!tf7 24.'it'g5 l:i.xh2 Black breaks into the 
enemy position. 

0 

21.  :n 
22. 'it'h6 a6 
23. ifh4 tlJe7 

The situation has stabilised and White is in 
great difficulties. 

• 

D.Reinderman - I.Dorfman 
Brussels (Zonal Tournament) 1 993 

After primitive development by 1 3  . . .  g6 
1 4.1l.b6 l::tc8 1 5 .0--0-0 il.g7 1 6.tiJd5 Black 
has no way of opposing the opponent's  
pressure. 

13. il.fS! 
A timely manoeuvre. Queenside castling is 
ruled out and the white king remains with
out a shelter. The static evaluation is corre
spondingly inclined in favour of Black: 

1 .  + 2. = 3. ;t 4. + 
t 14. h3 hS 

0 

15. g3 g6 
16. il.g2 il.g7 
17. 0-0 0-0 
18. �h2 'ikc8 



48 THE CRITICAL MOMENT 

Playing statically means, in particular, 
not allowing the opponent to disrupt the 
existing evaluation. In this case the pro
phylaxis is aimed at preventing counter
play after i.f3 and g3-g4. 

19. liJa4 liJd4 
20. ltacl b5 
21.  c3 liJf3+ 
22. Vi'xt3 bxa4 

23 .Vi'c6 runs into 23 . . .  ..txh3. 
23. i.d4 ..txd4 
24. cxd4 �8 
25. 'i!Vc3 i.e6 

Again a static manoeuvre, preventing the 
modification of the pawn structure by d4-
d5 , and at the same time preparing a further 
weakening of the white king's  position after 
..td5 . 

26. .l:.fe1 !td6 
Beginning a combined attack on the king 
and on the weaknesses at d4 and f4. 

27. lae5 .l:.c8 
28. �c5 .l:.cd8 
29. �d1 ..txa2 
30. !td2 e6 
31. :la5 ..tb3 
32. ..tc6 (D) h4 

This breakthrough, which has been in the 
air for a long time, crowns Black's strategy. 
From now on the white king is left on its 
own against the opponent's  army. 
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a c e g 
Position after 32 . .l. c6 

33 . ..txa4 hxg3+ 34.<it>xg3 ..txa4 35Jha4 
�d5 36.h4 :rs 37 . .l:.f2 lib5 38.'itth2 :tc8 
39.'ii'd2 'ifd6 40.�d3 l:.cl 41 .'ti'e4 :th5 
42.'1t>h3 �d8 43 . .l:r.g2 'ii'xh4 mate 

I.Dorfman - Z.Varga 
Cannes 1 993 

At an early stage of the game White is able 
to deprive the enemy king of a shelter by a 
simple exchange of minor pieces. 

8. ..txf6 gxf6 
9. :et liJe5 
10. e3 ..te7 
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0 

Black is still dreaming of achieving a 
reasonable position after d7 -d6, .i.d7 and 
0-0-0. 

11 .  c5! 
A sacrifice which clarifies the situation. At 
an insignificant cost White invades the en
emy position and cuts the communications 
between the flanks. 

11 .  .txc5 
12. lt:Jxc5 ifxc5 
13. lt:Jb5 'ifb4+ 
14. !:i.c3 0-0 

14  . . .  'ii'xb2 1 5 .a3 was hopeless. 
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a 

15. a3 ii'e7 
16. lt:Jd6 

c e g 

The remainder is not of interest. With an 
overwhelming material advantage on the 
main part of the battlefield, White smashes 
the enemy kingside. 

16. .l:lb8 
17. f4 lt:Jg6 
18. h4 .l:ld8 
19. h5 tt:Jf8 
20. l:th3 'it>h8 
21. .l:.g3 f5 
22. tbxf7+! 1-0 

If 22 . . .  ifxf7, then 23.'ti'd4+. 

H.Hamdouchi - I.Dorfman 
France 1 996 
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a c e g 

Here the b2 bishop is exerting strong pres
sure on the enemy king position. The at
tempt to weaken its activity by 20 . . .  e5 leads 
to disaster after 2 l .g6 hxg6 22J!xg6 lt:Jc5 
23 .�dgl lbxb3+ 24.'i!Vxb3 . 
Black decides on an exchange sacrifice, to 
deprive the white king of its shelter. 

20. lt:Jc5 
21.  .i.f6 'ii'c7 
22. .i.xd8 !:txd8 
23. �b2 d5 
24. exd5 .i.xd5 

Eliminating the king's  chief defender, after 
which it perishes ignominiously in the 
fruitless search for a shelter on the opposite 
flank. 
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Q 1 

25. .txd5 exd5 

It is pointless, and even simply harmful, to 
engage in an exchange of tactical blows 
after 25 . . .  lLlxa4+ 26.'it'c1 exd5 27.l:txd5 . 

26. .l:tg4 g6 
27. ..tcl lLle6 
28. .l:tdl! 'ii'd6! 

By methodical action Black ensures the 
advance of his d-pawn, which cuts the 
board in two. 

Q 1 

29. ..td1 d4 
30. 'it'd3 'ii'c6 

31.  �el 
32. ..tfl 
33. h4 
34. ..tg1 

'ii'xa4 
'ii'c6 
'ii'c7 
a4 

35. c3 
At the height of the time scramble the Mo
roccan grandmaster does not want to watch 
silently as the opponent' s  passed pawn ad
vances. He makes a reckless pawn break 
and suffers decisive loss of material. 

35. dxc3 
0-1 

For a deeper study of the element in ques
tion, the reader is invited to analyse a num
ber of subtle examples, demonstrating the 
aesthetic richness of chess. 
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V .An and - J.Timman 
Tilburg 1 99 1  

Timman ' s  pos1t1on looks dangerous. He 
still has to solve the problem of his king. 

20. �d8! 
An excellent idea. The black king heads for 
b8, where it will find peace. 

21. 'ifel .ta3 
22. :cl lLlb4 
23. .l:txc8+ ..txc8 
24. .tcl ?! (D) 

24 . .ib 1 lL!c6 25 . .ic 1 .te7 would have led 
to equality. 

24. .txc1? 
It  is hard to justify such an unfavourable 
exchange. Black could have improved his 
chances of success by 24 . . .  lLlxd3 25.'ii'xd3 
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J.e7. Nevertheless, after a tense struggle he 
won on move 55 .  

Position after 24 . .l.cl ?! 

E.Ermenkov - V.Kovacevic 
Kavala 1 990 

The Croatian grandmaster has developed 
strong pressure on the queenside. It remains 
for him to decide about his king. It is weak 
dynamically, as Black's excellent reply 
demonstrates.  

19. ... �d8! 
The plan is to regroup by �c7, g7-g6, :hc8 
and <iii>b8 with the initiative for Black. 

20. lLlg5 J.xg5 

21.  hxg5 
22. lLle2 
23. :h1 

g6 
lLlc6 

23. • • •  �c7! 
After the dubious 23 . . .  lLlxb2? ! 24.'ii'd2 a3 
25.'ii'f4 <iii>c7 26.'Wxf7 lLlc4 27 . .i.xg6 
(27.lLlf4 lLld8 28.'ii'g7 'Wxd4 29.'ii'xh8 
'ii'xal 30.i.xg6 'ii'xa2 3 I  . .i.d3 'ii'b3 32.g6 
a2 33 .g7 al  'ii' 34.g8'ii' leads to an unclear 
position where each side has two queens) 
27 . . .  l:taf8 28.'ii'g7 l:thg8 29.'ii'h7 :hs 
1o.:tb l 'ii'a6 3 l .'ii'g7 l:thg8 32.'ii'h6 White 
stands better. 

24. l:th4 lLlxb2 
25. 'ii'd2 a3 
24. 'ii'f4 
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16. • • .  :bc8! 
Black consistently carries out the plan that 
he decided on before his 1 9th move. If 
26 . . .  l:.hf8, then 27. 'ii't3 with the idea of 
28.ltf4, and White has counter-chances. 

l7. 'ii'xt7 l:.f8 
l8. 'ifxg6 tl)dt 

The Croatian player sees through the trap 
prepared by his opponent: if 28 . . .  tl)xe5?, 
then 29.�f4 :xf4 30.'ii'c2+. 

l9. l:.f4 
The variation 29.'ii'c2 l:.xf2+ 30.'�gl 
(30.<it>h3 'ii'b2 ! )  30 . . .  .l:taf8 3 1 ..li:tf4 (3 1 .'iVxdl 
:n + 32.'ii'xfl :xfl + 33 .Wxfl 'ifb2 !)  
3 1 . . . .l:l8xf4 32.gxf4 l:txe2 was also com
pletely clear. And even after the compara
tively tenacious 29.�c2 l:txf2+ 30.<it>h3 
'ifb4 ! 3 1 .'iYd3 tl)b2 32.�xb2 axb2 33 .l:.bl 
.:txa2 34.tl)c3 l:.al the complications favour 
Black. 
l9 ••. 'ii'bl! !  30.i..cl 'ii'xal 31.i..xdl llxf4 
3l.gxf4 'ifxal 33.f5 'ilbl 34.tl)c3 'ii'xcl 
35.fxe6 'iVxc3 36.exd7 'iVxd4 37.'ii'd6+ 
<it>b6 38.e6 al 39.�t3 'ii'cs 0--1 

Ye Jiangchuan - I.Dorfman 
Elista (Olympiad) 1 998 

1 .  e4 e5 
l. tl)f3 tl)c6 
3. �b5 a6 
4. �a4 tl)f6 
5. 0--0 �e7 
6. .li:tel b5 
7. Ji.b3 d6 
8. c3 0--0 
9. h3 tl)as 
10. �cl c5 
11 .  d4 tl)d7 
ll. tl)bdl cxd4 
13. cxd4 tl)c6 
14. tl)b3 aS 
15. i..e3 a4 
16. tl)bdl Ji.f6 
17. d5 tl)b4 
18. i..bl tl)cs 

In view of the importance of the result in 
the France-China match, I decided not to 
play sharp variations aimed at seizing the 
initiative, but to try and adhere to restrained 
strategy. The Keres Variation in the Ruy 
Lopez is in full accord with this aim. 

Q 1 

Black 

19. tl)fi tl)ba6 
lO. �cl tl)b4 
ll .  �bl tl)ba6 
ll. 'ii'dl i..d7 
l3. i..cl 'ii'b8 
14. .:tact i..d8 
15. b4 axb3 
16. axb3 i..b6 
l7. :tal 'iib7 
l8. tl)g3 tl)c7 

has harmoniously arranged his 
forces, but his position remains somewhat 
inferior. The c6 square demands constant 
attention and on the kingside there is a lack 
of defenders. 

l9. tl)bs l::txal 
30. l:txal tl)e8 
31 .  I:.a3 f6 
3l. tl)b4 l:.t7 
33. tl)g3 g6 
34. 'it>hl tl)a6 
35. b4 �xe3 
36. l:.xe3 'ii'b6 
37. :a3 tl)ac7 
38. i..dl 
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Black successfully bolsters his defences, 
while the opponent keeps finding new ideas 
for intensifying the pressure. 
Not long before the Olympiad I had been 
editing the French version of this book and 
thanks to the accumulated experience, with 
the flag on my clock practically vertical, I 
was able to solve the problem of my king' s  
safety. 
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38. 
39. i..g4 
40. i..xd7 
41.  l:.c3 
42. l:.c6 
43. l2Je2 
44. :et 

'it>f8! 
ci;;e7 
'it>xd7 
l2Ja6 
'iib7 
lL:!b8 

44. • • •  'it>d8 
The king finds a safe shelter and White's  
play on the kingside comes to a standstill. 

45. l:.a1 'ifb6 
46. l2Jc3 l:.a7 

After the exchange of rooks the position 
becomes completely equal. 

47. l:.xa7 'Wxa7 
48. 'ife2 Yz-Yz 

]f 48.l2Jxb5, then 48 . . .  'Wa4 

P .Nikolic - U .Andersson 
Amber (blind), Monte Carlo 1 997 

1. d4 e6 
2. e4 d5 
3. e5 c5 
4. c3 l2Jc6 
5. lL:JtJ l2Jge7 
6. .td3 cxd4 
7. cxd4 l2Jf5 
8. i..xf5 exf5 
9. l2Jc3 i..e6 
10. a3 i..e7 
11 .  h4 h6 
12. b4 'ii'd7 
13. 'ii'c2 l:tc8 
14. 'ilfd3 
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From the very start of the game White has 
demonstrated a strong desire to harass the 
enemy king. For Black it is bad, naturally, 
to attack the centre with . . .  f7-f6 since this 
allows the opponent to increase his pressure 
on the weakened dark squares. In these cir
cumstances the only possible modification 
of the pawn structure by a7-a5 leaves him 
in difficulties after the manoeuvre lbc3-e2-
f4-h5 . 
The Swedish grandmaster comes up with a 
subtle idea. He plans to evacuate his king to 
the queenside to its safest shelter. As a re
sult of this action, kingside castling by 
White looks bad in view of· the eventual 
breakthrough g7-g5 . 
I should like to mention that 1 4  . . .  0-0 is 
sound, since after 1 5 .J.d2 (but not 1 5 .lbe2 
J.xb4+!)  1 5  . . .  lbb8 ! 1 6.lbe2 'ii'a4 Black 
invades the enemy position. 

14. �d8 
15. .i.d2 �c7 
14. lbe2 

The battle has reached its height. Its out
come depends on the position of the black 
king. In accordance with the evaluation 
Black should play statically. He has a sig
nificant advantage thanks to the bishop pair 
and the possibility of advantageously modi
fying the pawn structure after g7-g5 . 

16. b6 
After 16 .. . �b8 17 .b5 lbd8 1 8 .a4 (a loss of 
time allows the opponent to set up a defen
sive line by 1 8 .0-0 b6 1 9.a4 lbb7 20.a5 
lbxa5 2 1 ..i.xa5 bxa5 22.l:lxa5 J.d8 23 .l:.a6 
.i.b6) 1 8  . . .  b6 1 9.a5 bxa5 20.J.xa5 lbb7 
Black controls the situation. If instead 
1 7 .0-0, then 1 7  . . .  �a8 ! 1 8 .b5 lbb8 1 9.a4 g6 
followed by 20 . . .  'ii'd8 and 2 l . . .g5 . 

17. b5 lba5 
In my view, Black should have aimed for 
the afore-mentioned set-up by playing 
1 7  . . .  lbd8 1 8 .a4 lbb7 1 9.0-0 �b8 20.a5 
lbxa5 2 1 .J.xa5 bxa5 22.l:txa5 .i.d8. 

18. J.xa5 bxa5 (D) 
In order to complete his regrouping, Black 
only needs to play �b7 and .i.d8-b6. 

0 

Position after 18 . . .  bxa5 

19. b6+! 
An excellent continuation. To deprive the 
opponent' s  king of its shelter, White does 
not hesitate to sacrifice a pawn. 

19. axb6 
20. 'ifa6 �b8 

Also after 20 . . .  �d8 2 1 .'ifxb6+ 'ilc7 22.'ii'a6 
the white pieces do not leave the black king 
in peace. 

21. 'ii'xb6+ 
22. 'ii'xa5 
23. lbf4 
24. 'ilfa4 
25. 'ilfd1 
26. �n 
27. g3 
28. �g2 
29. l:.cl 
30. 'ii'd3 

'ii'b7 
:c2 
J.d8 
l:lc4 
J.a5+ 
�a7 
.l:b8 
J.c3 
'ilfb3 
J.b2 

The resulting ending turns out to be lost, 
but in any case it is not clear how Black 
should respond. 30 . . .  'ii'xa3 runs into 3 1 .%lal 
and the threat of 3 1 .lbd2 has to be parried. 

31.  'ilfxb3 l!xb3 
32. l!xc4 dxc4 
33. lbd2 l!c3 
34. lbxe6 fxe6 
35. d5 exd5 
36. e6 

Black cannot stop the passed pawn without 
substantial loss of material. 
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36. i.xa3 
37. lbb1 l:.c2 
38. lbxa3 �e2 
39. ltd1 :xe6 
40. %lxd5 :c6 

1--0 

L.Van Wely - V.Anand 
Amber (blind), Monte Carlo 1 997 

1. d4 d5 
2. c4 dxc4 
3. e4 e5 
4. lLlf3 exd4 
5. .txc4 lLlc6 
6. 0--0 ii.e6 
7. .tb5 .tc5 
8. 'ii'c2 

Another method of attack, 8.lLlbd2, was met 
in exemplary fashion in the game Piket
Anand, Hoogoven Blitz, Wijk aan Zee 
1 999: 8 . . .  lLlge7 9.lLlg5 'ii'd7 I O.ltlxe6 
'iVxe6 I I .lLlb3 .tb6 1 2.lLlxd4 ii.xd4 
1 3 .ii'xd4 0--0 1 4.'ifa4 a6 1 5 .ii.c4 'iVg6 
1 6.ii.d3 b5 . In my view, 1 6  . . .  l:tfd8 was even 
more accurate. A pretty demonstration of 
dynamism in chess. 

8. ii.b6 
9. a4 a5 
10. .txc6+ bxc6 

11 .  'flxc6+ ii.d7 
12. 'flc2 lbe7 
13. lba3 0-0 
14. lbc4 lbc6 
15. l:.dl'  lbb4 
16. 'it'b3 c5 
17. ii.d2 

17. . • •  ii.c7?! 
If this variation should go out of use, then it 
i� most probably on account of 1 7  . . .  ii.e6 
1 8 .lLlg5 ii.g4 1 9  . .l:e l .tc7 20.h3 ii.d7 fol
lowed by .l:la6. 

18. ii.xb4 
19. 'ifc2 
20. lLlce5 
21.  ltlxd7 

l:.b8 
ltxb4 
ii.d6 
'ifxd7 

Now, thanks to the fixed pawn structure, 
the Dutch grandmaster obtains the favour
able queen + knight tandem at1d he blocks 
the position on the light squares.  

22. b3 ii'e6 
23. lLld2 liittb8 
24. llab1 h5 
25. lLlc4 ii.c7 
26. 'ii'd3 g6 
27. h4 'ii'c6 
28. g3 'it'b7 
29. ltld2 ii.d6 
30. :dct i.e7 
31.  �c4 l:.b6 
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Q 1 

32. �n 
The king heads for the queenside, where it 
is assured of a secure shelter. This undoubt
edly good idea demands accurate imple
mentation. 
32.f4 'ifd7 33 .�g2 (33 .lbf.3 'ifh3 34.�f2) 
was already quite possible, but this plan 
may be carried out slightly later. 

5 

4 

Q 1 
a 

32. Af8 

c e 

33. �e2? 

g 

An untimely manoeuvre, missing a favour
able opportunity to deploy the forces in 
ideal fashion after 33 .f4 'ifd7 34.�e2 'ilg4+ 
35 .'iff.3.  

33. l:.e8 
34. �d1 llbe6 

Statically White' s  position is still better, but 
his king comes under a crushing attack. 
Thus 35 .f4 :xe4 36.lbxe4 :xe4 37.�c2 
.l:le3 is hopeless. There only remains : 

35. �c2 
Now by energetic play the Indian grand
master prevents the white king from leaving 
the danger zone. 

35. 
36. exfS 
37. fxg6 
38. .l:ld1 

fS 
.l:.e2 
i.h6 
'ifdS! 

The point of the combination. White has 
become the victim of his several inaccura-
cies. 

39. �b1 :xn 
40. 'ifc2 d3 
41.  'ii'c3 :xd2 
42. llxd2 llel+ 
43. �a2 i.xd2 
44. 'iff6 :e2 

0-1 

S. Tiviakov - I.Dorfman 
Mondariz (Zonal Tournament) 2000 

1 .  e4 
2. d4 
3. lLld2 
4. lLlxe4 
5. lLlg3 
6. i.c4 
7. lLl1e2 
8. lLlf4 
9. c3 
10. 'iff3 
11 .  i.b3 
12. lLlxg6 
13. i.gS 
14. i.d2 
15. i.c2 (D) 

c6 
dS 
dxe4 
i.fS 
i.g6 
e6 
lLlf6 
i.d6 
lLlbd7 
lLlb6 
lLlbdS 
hxg6 
i.e7 
aS 

The players have chosen one of the topical 
variations of the Caro-Kann Defence. This 
was not the first time it had attracted Tivia
kov's attention, not so much due to the ad
vantage of the two bishops (after all, the 
pawn structure is practically fixed), but be
cause Black still has to solve the difficult 
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problem of his king, which has no secure 
shelter. White 's  last move was a theoretical 
novelty instead of the traditional 1 5 .a3 , 
which allows strong counterplay on the 
queenside. 

Position after 15.�c2 

15. 1ib6 
16. 0-0-0 c5 

Resolute measures are required, as other
wise Black's position may quickly deterio
rate after h2-h4-h5 . 
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17. dxc5 
18. ltJe4 
19. i.xe4 
20. h3 
21.  i.xd5 

'ii'xc5 
ltJxe4 
l:td8 
b5 

The Dutch grandmaster takes the decision 
to curtail the game, for which it is hard to 
criticise him. 

21.  
22.  'ii'xd5 
23. i.e3 
24. l:txd5 
25. l:td1 

The safest way to equalise. 

'ii'xd5 
ltxd5 
.:thh5 
ltxd5 
a4 

26. :xd5 exd5 
27. �cl g5 
28. �d3 �d7 
29. g4 g6 
30. �d4 �d6 
31.  f3 Y:z-Y:z 
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Taimanov, Najdorf and Dorfman, analyse of the 2nd game 
World championship Karpov-Kasparov, Moscow 1994 

(2 photos) 
--------------� 
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2. THE EXCHANGE 
OF MATERIAL 

In chess one of the foundation stones of 
strategy is knowing: 

1. For which exchange should I aim? 

2. Which pawn structure should I have 
as my final goal? 

In the present chapter the reader' s  attention 
is focused on the exchange of queens, 
which enables one of the static trumps to be 
raised in value (as a classic example I 
should mention a queenside pawn major
ity). 
Some examples demonstrate vividly the 
fundamental link between the exchange of 
queens and the static position of the king. I 
would suggest that the reader should return 
to the analysis of the game Matveeva
Litinskaya (p.46), bearing in mind this ar
gument. 
On the other hand, the rule justifying the 
exchange of bishop for knight is presented 
in depth with various nuances. The reader is 
invited to work on improving his vision of 
the possible evolution of the pawn struc
ture. After all, in reality only this serves as 
a reliable criterion when taking a decision 
over an exchange of minor pieces. 
As the French say, knowledge is power. 

Let us follow the development of the play 
in a fragment from the game 

0 

A.Miles - S.Makarychev 
Oslo 1 984 

7 

5 

4 

3 

Let us draw up the static evaluation: 
1 .  = 2. = 3. ;;!;; 4. ;;!;; 

It gives a minimal static advantage to 
White. With his last move 3 1 . . .i.h4 the 
Russian grandmaster prepared an exchange 
of minor pieces, aimed at changing the ex
·i11ting balance of forces. 

32. i.xe7 i.xe7 
Let us draw up the evaluation of the new 
situation. Thus : 

1 .  = 2. ;;!;; 3. = 4. = 
For the pawn structure I give equality, since 
it is not yet definitely fixed (there is the 
possibility of f7-f5 and e5-e4). 

33. 'iia2 �g7 
34. 'if e2 (D) 

An important and critical moment. The 
English grandmaster offers the exchange of 
queens, since there ts no other way of 
making progress. 

34. 1rhi 
The first step towards the abyss. The static 
evaluation demands the exchange of 
queens. After 34 . . .  'iixe2 35 .tLlxe2 i.b4 (in 
the event of 35 . . .  f5 36.gxf.5 gxf5 37.tLlg3 
�g6 3 8.e4 f4 39.tLlf.5 i.f6 40.�f3 h5 
4 1 .�e2 i.g5 42.�d3 White prepares to 
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break through with c4-c5, but 35 . .  .'�f6 
36.ltJc3 <iii'e6 37.ltJd5 �d6 38 .<itf3 �h4 
39.'it>e2 �c5 was also sufficient) 36.ltJg3 
'ifi>f6 37.h4 cifi>e6 38 .h5 gxh5 Black main
tains the dynamic equilibrium. 
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Q 1 

Position after 34. il'e2 

35. 'iWf3 
36. 'ii'e4 

�h4 
'flat ?!  

An inaccuracy, caused by underestimating 
the role of static factors. Black should have 
continued 36 . .  .'ii'xe4+ 37.ltJxe4 <itf8 ! 
38 .ltJc3? �e7 39.ltJd5+ 'ifi>d6 with sufficient 
counterplay. 

37. ltJhl ! 
An unusually fine static manoeuvre, which 
maintains some advantage for White. 

37. . . .  
38. 'ii'c6 

'iVb2 
..,1?? 

The decisive mistake. Black could still have 
held the position with a series of precise 
moves:  38 . . .  �g5 ! 39 .'it'f3 'ii'c 1  40.ltJg3 
'iid l+  41 .�g2 'ii'd8 42.ltJe4 (or 42.c5 �h4 
43 .ltJe4 �e7 44.cxb6 cxb6 45 .ltJc3 'ii'd3=) 
42 . . .  �e7 43 .'ii'd5 (43 .ltJc3 �d6 44.'it'd5 f3 
45 .'ii'e6 'iWf6) 43 . . .  'ii'xd5 44.cxd5 f3 45 .gxf3 
gxf5 46.ltJg3 �g6 47.e4 fxe4 48 .ltJxe4 h5=. 

39. 'ii'xc7 
The first gain of material. The outcome of 
the game is decided. 
39 . • •  'ii'e4+ 40.�h2 h5 41.'ii'c6 'ii'c2 
42.gxh5 'ii'f5 43.'ii'g2 'it'xh5 44.c5 bxc5 
45.b6 'ii'dl 46.'ii'c6 �e7 47.ltJg3 c4 48.b7 
�d6 49.ltJe4 .ib8 50. 'ifc8 'ii'f3 51.  'ii'xb8 
'ii'xe4 52.'ii'c7 'ii'f3 53.Wgl 'ii'dl+ 54.cifi>g2 
'ii'd5+ 55.cifi>g3 1-0 

L.Shamkovich - A.Karpov 
39th USSR Championship, Leningrad 1 97 1  

The static evaluation demands that Black 
should play for simplification: 

1. ;t 2. = 3. + 4. + 
In the event of the naive 24 . . .  ltJxb3 25.axb3 
'ii'xb3 26 . .ixg7 cifi>xg7 27 .l:tc7 White gains 
sufficient compensation for the sacrificed 
pawn. It is also clear that 24 . . .  ltJd3 will be 
met by the drastic reply 25.�xf7+ �h8 
26.'flf6. With the static manoeuvre 

24. . • .  �xd4 
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25. lbxd4 'ii'e8! 
Karpov forces the transition into an end
game. White loses material after 26.f3 lbd3 
27.'ii'f6 'ii'd8 ! (if 27 . . .  lbxcl 28.lbf5 with 
perpetual check) 28.'ii'xd8 l:tfxd8 29.lbc6 
lbxc l 30.lbxd8 lbxb3 3 I .lbxb7 lbd2 
32 . .:tdl lbxf3+ 33 .gxf3 l:txb7. 
25 . .  .'it'd3 would have run into 26.i.xf7+. 

Q 1 

26. i.dS lbd3 
27. 'ii'f6 'ii'd8 

The threat of lbf5 has to be parried. 

Q 1 

28. 'ii'xd8 :rxd8 

29. l:tcd1 
29.i.xb7 lbxcl 30.lbc6 llxb7 3 I .lbxd8 
l:.c7 32.a3 lbe2+ was completely hopeless 
for White. 29.llc6 looks the most tenacious 

defence. Now 29 . . .  lbb4 does not promise 
anything in view of 30.l:txb6 tbxd5 3 1 .exd5 
i.xd5 32.lbb8 l:txb8 33 .lbb3 l:te8 34.f3 
with equality. In my view the best chance is 
29 . . .  b5 30.l:tb6 i.xd5 3 1 .llxb8 .l:.xb8 
32.exd5 lbb4 33 .lbc6 lbxc6 34.dxc6 .li:tc8 
35 .l:tc l l:tc7, when despite the simplifica
tion White has serious problems. 

29. . • .  lbf4 
30. lbc6 

As often happens, everything is decided by 
one tempo. 30.i.xb7 lhb7 3 1 .g3 loses a 
pawn to 3 1  . . .  l1xd4. 

30. 
31.  
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 

i.xc6 
�h1 
l:[xd8+ 
i.dS 
g3 
lld1 

37. exdS 

i.xc6 
lbe2+ 
lbc3 
:txd8 
�f8 
lbxdS 
�e7 
llc8 

After a series of forced moves Black has 
achieved a theoretically won position. 

38. l:td2 �d6 
39. a4 :tcS 
40. �b2 bS 
41.  axbS axbS 
42. �g2 �xdS 
43. :b4 �c6 
44. �f3 :tc4 
45. :b1 b4 
46. �e3 �bS 

With the white king cut off from the main 
part of the battlefield, Black easily pro
motes his pawn. 

47. f4 f5 
48. �d2 .:tc6 
49. �d3 'it?a4 
50. lia1+ �b3 

0--1 

A.Karpov - V.Anand 
Buenos Aires 1 994 

1 .  e4 
2. lbf3 
3. d4 
4. lbxd4 

cS 
d6 
cxd4 
tbf6 
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5. ltJc3 a6 
6. .i.e2 e5 
7. ltJb3 .i.e7 
8. 0--0 0--0 
9. .ig5 .ie6 
10. f4 exf4 
11 .  .ixf4 ltJc6 
12. �h1 d5 
13. e5 ltJe4 

To me 1 3  . . .  ltJd7 seems sounder. 
14. .i.d3 f5 
15. exf6 .ixf6 
16. ltJxe4 dxe4 
17. .ixe4 

17. .ic4? 
Playing with fire. Black should have sim
plified the position by 1 7  . . .  'ifxdl ! 1 8 .l:.axdl 
.i.c4 1 9J:lfe l .i.xb2 20 . .id6 l:tf7 with 
equality. 

18. .id6 .txn 
19. 'ifd5+ 

An intermediate move, which radically 
changes the situation. Black's king comes 
under the crossfire of the white pieces. The 
Indian grandmaster had only prepared for 
1 9  . .i.xf8 .ixg2+ 20 . .ixg2 'ti'xf8 2 l .'ti'd7 
'ifc8 .  

19. 
20. 'ii'h5 
21.  .ixg6 
22. �xg2 
23. ltJc5 

�h8 
g6 
.ixg2+ 
'ifd7 

White faced a pleasant choice, since after 
23 . .ixf8 !?  l:txf8 24.ltJc5 'fie7 (24 . . .  'ifg7? 
25 .ltJe6+-) 25 . .:te l ltJe5 26.�hl :gs 
27.ltJd3 l:.xg6 (or 27 . . .  'ifg7 28.ltJxe5 .ixe5 
29.'ifxh7+ 'ifxh7 30 . .ixh7 llg5 3 l ..ie4 
.i.xb2 32 . .ixb7) 28.ltJxe5 �g7 29.ltJd3 he 
would also have retained the advantage. 

23. irg7 
24. .ixf8 'ifxg6+ 
25. 'ifxg6 hxg6 
26. .id6 

Karpov was probably afraid of allowing 
Black saving chances after 26.l:tfl l:txf8 
(26 . . .  .ixb2 27.ltJxb7 l:te8 28 . .i.c5) 27.lbd7 
l:.f7 28.ltJxf6 ltJb4 29.c3 ltJxa2 30.ltJe4. I 
do not see a draw in this ending, although 
the text move is also pretty strong. 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

Q 1  

26. l:te8 
27. :n .txb2 
28. ltJxb7 �g8 
29. c4 .id4 

30. �g3? 
A mistake. After 30.c5 ! l:te2+ 3 l .�f3 l:tb2 
32.�e4! l:.xb7 33 .�d5 White would have 
activated his passed pawn. 

30. 
31 .  l:tb1 
32. �f2 

.i.g7! 
l:te3+ 

The outcome would also have been a draw 
after 32.�f4 .i.h6+ 33 .�g4 l:te4+. 

32. .id4 
33. 'it>n l:.f3+ 
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34. 'iiie2 J:.c3 
35. c5 .ie3! 

and Yz-Yl on the 49th move. 

J.Polgar - L.Ljubojevic 
Buenos Aires 1 994 

30. 'ii'b5? 
A serious mistake for a player of such high 
standard. The exchange of queens is in
trinsically linked to the static position of 
the king. Here is it clearly better for Black. 
Therefore White should have chosen 
30.'ifxc2 ! Ihc2 3 1 .l:tc l l:tc5 (in the event 
of 3 1 . . .l:txc 1 32.:xc i White is assured of a 
draw after the penetration of the rook onto 
the seventh rank) 32.l:txc5 .ixc5 33 .l:tc l .  

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

30. .ig5 
31. l:tf3 

31.  �h8! 
A manoeuvre which dispels White' s  illu
sions, and now it is her king that becomes a 
target. A striking illustration of the dif
ference between the static and the dy
namic weakness of the king. 

32. :en 
It proves impossible to restore material 
equality: 32.J:.xf7 l:tcxf7 33 . .ixf7 'ii'f2, or 
32 . .ixf7 'ifxe4 ! 33 . .:.efl J:.c l .  In each of 
these variations White suffers due to the 
weakness of the back rank. 

32. 'ii'e2! 
33. h4 

33 .'ii'g4 l:tc2 changes almost nothing com
pared with the game, but in the event of 
33 . . .  f5? !  34.exf5 J:.c5 35 .f6 (35 . .ie6 l::td8) 
35 . . .  .ixf6 36.'ife6 J:.c2 37 .J:.g1 ltb2 38.'iff5 
J:.b4 39.'ii'g6 White has sufficient counter
play. 

33. .if4 
34. 'ifg4 l:tc2 
35. h5 :l.d2 

Threatening .l:ld1 .  
36. J:.xf4 exf4 

and 0--1 1 5  moves later. 

V.Kramnik - J.Ehlvest 
Vienna 1 996 

1. liJf3 lDf6 
2. c4 e6 
3. lDc3 .ib4 
4. 'ifc2 0--0 
5. a3 .ixc3 
6. 'ifxc3 c5 

Black has parted with a bishop early in the 
game and he now tries to fix the pawn 
structure as much as possible. 

7. b4 b6 
8. g3 lDc6 
9. .ig2 .ib7 
10. 0--0 d6 
11 .  .ib2 e5 
12. e3 J:.c8 
13. d3 .l:le8 
14. b5 lDe7 
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15. tt::lxe.5 
Rather surprising and very strong. 

15. Jtxg2 
16. tt::lg4 tt::led5 
17. tt::lxf6+ gxf6 
18. cxd5 Jtxd5 

Perhaps the least of all the evils. White has 
a powerful initiative after 1 8  . . .  Jtxfl 
1 9 .llxfl c4 20.dxc4 l:te4 2 l .'it'd3 l:texc4 
22.'iff5 fie? 23 .e4. 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
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19. l:tfe1 

A cunning reply. After the direct win of a 
pawn 1 9.'ii'xf6 'ii'xf6 20.Ji.xf6 Jtf3 Black 
would have retained drawing chances. 

19. • • •  lite6 

Here it is completely obvious that Black 
must aim for the exchange of queens. 
Therefore it is impossible to recommend 
1 9  . . .  .tf3 20.'it'c4 l:te6 (20 . . .  Jth5 2 1 .'ii'h4+-) 
2 1 .  'ii'f4 .th5 22.e4 when White has an at
tack. 
After 1 9  . . .  .tb7 White has two possibilities: 
A) 20.'it'xf6 'it'xf6 2 l .Ji.xf6 Jtf3 22.e4, and 
even with the loss of a tempo Black should 
be able to hold his defensive lines after 
22 . . .  d5 (or 22 . . .  l:.e6) 23 .l:te3 dxe4 24.dxe4 
Jtxe4 25 .l:.ae l l:.e6 26.1Ixe4 llxf6 27.lle8+ 
:xe8 28.l:.xe8+ <Jitg7 29.l:.a8 c4 30.ltc8 
(30.:Xa7 :fs 3 1 .l::c7 lhb5 32.1hc4 llb3=) 
30 . . .  l:tf3 3 l .a4 c3 32.�fl l:td3 33 .1ite2 
lid2+ 34.1ite3 lla2 35 .llc4 c2 36.1itd2 h5 ; 
B) the correct play, as before, is to avoid 
the exchange of queens after 20.f4 lie6 
2 l .f5 lle5 22.fic4 (22.e4 d5 23 .'ii'c l  d4) 
22 . . .  :txf5 23 .l:r.fl . 

20. f4 

20. �g7? 
It was essential to play 20 . . .  Jtb7 2 l .f5 l:r.e8 ! 
(2 I . . .:es 22.fic4 l':.xf5 23 .ltfl d5 24.'ii'h4 
l:txfl + 25 .l:txfl d4 26.l:txf6) 22.'ti'xf6 'ti'xf6 
23 . .txf6 c4, where the main factor becomes 
the opposite-colour bishops, and not the 
position of the king. 

21.  f5 l:te8 
22. 'ii'd2 

Signalling the start of the attack. Black is 
unable to set up a defensive line. 
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0 

22. 
23. e4 
24. 'ii'f4 
25. 'ili'g4+ 
26. 'ii'h4 
27. exd5 
28. l:te4 
29. i.xf6 

i.b7 
h6 
d5 
<ifi>h7 
cJ;g7 
cJ;h7 
i.xd5 
1-0 

I.Smirin - Ye Jiangchuan 
Yerevan (Olympiad) 1 996 

In the diagram position White's  problems 
seem to be insoluble. His king is in danger, 
and Black is threatening a direct gain of 
material after 1 7  . . .  'i¥h4. If 1 7 .g3 ,  then 
1 7  . .  .t'llf2 followed by 1 8  . . .  lt:Jh3+ and 
1 9  . . .  lt:Jg4, when Black's initiative smoothly 
transforms into a direct attack. Let us draw 
up the static evaluation: 

1 .  + 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 
Smirin plays dynamically without any 
prejudices. 

17. i.xh6! 
Here the exchange of bishop for knight 
may be justified by the fact that the 
pawn structure is fixed. 

17. lt:Jxh6 
18. l:tcl 

Let us see what has happened to the 
evaluation: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 

18. l:tf4 
1 8  . . .  'ii'h4 would only have been pseudo
active in view of 1 9.g3 'ii'h3 20.iH1. 

19. aS lt:Jg4 
To prevent the development of an enemy 
attack on his king, Smirin does not hesitate 
to part with his second bishop too. 

0 

20. i.xg4 i.xg4 
21.  'ti' d3 'ti' e 7 

As it seems to me, 2 1 . . .a6 was rejected be
cause of 22 .lt:Je3 i.d7 23 .c6 ! .  

0 

22. cxd6? 
White misses the excellent continuation 
22.c6 ! ,  when it is not easy for Black to find 
an adequate reply. Thus after 22 . . .  b6 
23 .lt:Je3 White eliminates an important at-
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tacking unit. In the game, however, the 
Chinese grandmaster acquired a strong ini
tiative at an insignificant cost. 

22. cxd6 
23. ttlb5 �h6 
24. ltlcxd6 l:.af8 
25. h3 'iih4 
26. :n :n 
27. :eel �e2 

White loses material, but after a series of 
mistake br both sides he managed to win 
on the 42° move. 

M.Gurevich - I.Dorfman 
Bundesliga 200 1 

1 .  c4 ttlf6 
2. ttlc3 e6 
3. ttltJ d5 
4. d4 �b4 
5. 'ti'a4+ ttlc6 
6. e3 0--0 
7. �d2 a6 
8. a3 .ie7 
9. 'ii'c2 dxc4 
10. .ixc4 �d6 

Black has prepared the freeing advance e6-
e5, after which his majority on the 
queenside will become a serious counter to 
White 's  centre. A critical moment in the 
game. 

11 .  ltle4 
Initially I decided that this unfortunate ma
noeuvre was the consequence of a tactical 
oversight, which is seen in the note to 
White's  1 2th move. But in fact White 
evaluated incorrectly the position with the 
two bishops after the exchange on d6. 
Logical to me seems dynamic play, begin
ning with l l .ltlg5 . From the following 
analysis, which of course is not forced, it is 
apparent that things would have been not at 
all easy for Black: 
A) l l . . .h6 1 2 .h4: 
A I )  1 2  . . .  e5 1 3 .ltld5 g6 1 4.ltlxf7 �xf7 
1 5 .ltlf4+ �e8 1 6.'ifxg6+ �d7 ! ( 1 6  . . .  �e7 
1 7 .ilg7+ �e8 1 8 .ltlg6 ild7 1 9.'ilxh6 'ii'B 
20.ltlxf8 �xf8 2 1 .'ilg5 exd4 22.exd4 ltlxd4 
23 .0--0±) 1 7 .ltle6 l:tg8 1 8 .'ifxh6 'ife7 
1 9.ttlg5 'ilg7 20.'ti'xg7+ l:txg7 2 1 .dxe5 
ltlxe5 22.�e2;;!;;; 
A2) 1 2  . . .  hxg5 1 3 .hxg5 ; 
B) l l . . .e5 1 2 .ttld5 g6 1 3 .ltlxf6+ 'iixf6 
1 4.ttle4 'ii'h4 1 5 .d5 ttle7 1 6.g3 'iih3 1 7.�fl 
'ii'fS 1 8 .g4 'ii'f3 1 9.:gl f5 20.ltlg5 'ilxd5 
2 1 ..ic4+-. 

1 1 .  • • •  e5 

Black fails to solve his problems with 
l l  . . .  ttlxe4 12 .'ii'xe4 :te8 1 3 .�c3 . 

12.ltlxd6 

Black's counterattack is based on the varia
tion 1 2 .dxe5 ttlxe5 1 3 .ttlxe5 .ixe5 1 4  . .ib4 
�f5 ( 1 4  . . .  I:te8 1 5  . .l:tdl .id7 1 6.ltlg5) 
1 5 .�xf8 ltlxe4 1 6.�d3 ttlxf2 1 7  . .ixf5 
ttlxhl 1 8 .�b4 'ilh4+. 

12. cxd6 
13. �c3 e4 
14. d5 

White prefers to go down fighting than to 
suffer endlessly after 1 4.ltld2 d5 1 5 .�e2 
.ig4 1 6.f3 .ih5 1 7.0--0 liite8 1 8 .l:.ae 1 exf3 
1 9  . .ixf3 .ig6 20.'ii'b3 'ifd7. In view of the 
fixed pawn structure, his bishop pair can in 
no way be regarded as a static advantage. 

14. ltla5 
15. �a2 extJ 
16. gxtJ b5 
17. llgl ltlc4 
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18. 0--0-0 t'Lle8 
19. b3 t'Lle5 
20. f4 t'Llf3 
21.  l:lg3 t'Llb4 
22. l:ldg1 g6 
23. 'ild3 'ile7 
24. i.b1 t'Llg7 
25. e4 t'Llh5 
26. 'ife3 t'Llxg3 
27. hxg3 t'Llf5 
28. exf5 'ifxe3+ 
29. fxe3 i.xf5 
30. i.xf5 gxf5 
31 .  g4 f6 
32. g5 ci;ti 
33. gxf6 llg8 
34. lith1 �g6 

In severe time trouble Black misses a sim
ple win. Interposing 34 . . .  l:i.ac8 would have 
enabled his king to acquire a safe shelter 
after 35 .�d2 litg2+ 36.�d3 �g6 37.f7 litf8 
38.i.b4 litxfl 39.l:tc l h5 40 . .l:r.c6 h4 
4 Uhd6+ �h5 . 

35. fi 
36. .l:txh7+ 
37. l:th1 
38. �d2 
39. i.d4 
40. �d3 
41. e4 
42. ci;xe4 
43. �f3 
44. ci;e4 

�xfi 
ci;g6 
.l::tac8 
.l:tc5 
l:r.c7 
.l:.cc8 
fxe4+ 
Itce8+ 
l:.ef8 

L.Aronian - D.Pavasovic 
Vidmar Memorial Tournament, 

Portoroz 1 999 

1 .  t'Llf3 d5 
2. g3 i.g4 
3. i.g2 c6 
4. c4 e6 
5. cxd5 i.xf3 

As far as I am aware, this deep strategic 
idea belongs to Yefim Geller. White ob
tains the two bishops, but it is not easy for 

him to achieve a favourable change in the 
pawn structure. Playing e2-e4 weakens his 
king and a whole complex of light squares, 
but without it progress is practically impos
sible. 

6. i.xf3 cxd5 
7. 0--0 t'Llc6 
8. t'Llc3 t'Llf6 
9. d3 i.e7 
10. a3 0--0 
11 .  i.g2 

7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

t 

11 .  ... l:r.c8 
I would have been more inclined to develop 
with l l . . .'ild7 1 2.i.d2 .l:r.fc8 or l l . . .a6 
1 2.i.d2 ( 1 2 .b4 b5) 1 2  . . .  b5 . 

12. i.d2 t'Lld7 
Here too 12 . . .  'ifd7 was perfectly sound. 

13. Il.cl i.g5 
14. e3 a6 

A critical point. Black can initiate play on 
the dark squares. Here this is not clear-cut, 
since White gains more opportunities to 
modify the pawn structure. Here are some 
sample variations: 
1 4  . . .  d4 1 5 .t'Lle4 i.e7 ( 1 5  . . .  dxe3 1 6.fxe3 
i.e7 1 7 .b4) : 
A) 1 6.exd4 t'Llxd4 1 7  . .l:ilxc8 'ii'xc8 :  
A I )  1 8 .'ifa4 t'Llc6 1 9.litc l t'Llb6 ( 19  . . .  f5 
20.i.g5 'i!Vd8 2 l .i.xe7 'ii'xe7 22.t'Lld2 t'Llb6 
23 .'ilb5;;!;) 20.'ilb5 .l::td8 2 l .i.e3=; 
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A2) 1 8  . .te3 lLlf5 ( 1 8  . . .  t'Dc2 1 9  . .txa7 b6 
20.d4;!;;) 1 9  . .txa7 b6 20.'ifa4 'fic7 2 l .d4 
t'Df6 22.t'Dc3 t'Dxd4 23.'ii'xd4 'ti'xa7=; 
B) 1 6.b4 'ifb6 1 7 .'ii'c2 : 
B 1 )  1 7  . . .  l:.fd8 1 8.exd4 t'Df6 ( 1 8  . . .  'ifxd4 
1 9  . .tc3 'ifb6 20.'ifb2 e5 2 1 .ltfe 1;!;;) 1 9  . .te3 
t'Dd5 20.t'Dc5 .tf6 2 l .'ifc4 t'Dce7 22.l:.fe 1  
.l::tc7 23.'ilrb3;!;;; 
B2) 1 7  . . .  l:tcd8 ! 1 8 .t'Dc5 .txc5 ( 1 8  . . .  t'Dxc5 
1 9.bxc5 'ifa6 20.l:tb l dxe3 2 I ..txe3 litxd3 
22.'ife2=) 1 9 .bxc5 'i¥a6 20 . .l:lb l t'Dde5 
2 1  . .l:tfdl  l:td7 22 .l:lb3=. 

15. b4 
16. llc2 
17. 'ifb1 

'ife7 
.li:tfd8 
d4 

Here Black' s  counterplay is too late and it 
leads to a deterioration of his position. 
18.t'De4 dxe3 19.fxe3 .th6 20.t'Df2 t'Db6 
21 .t'Dg4 .tg5 22.h4 fS 23.hxg5 fxg4 24.g6 
hxg6 25.d4 t'Dd5 26.litc5 'it>h7 27 . .te4 \i'g5 
28.l:.f2 'ife7 29 . .txg6+ 'it>h8 30.'ii'e4 t'Df6 
31.'ifhl+ 'it>g8 32.I:th5 1--0 

V.Gurevich - T.Bosboom 
Llanchava 

Cappelle la Grande 2002 

1 .  e4 c5 
2. t'D:t3 t'Dc6 
3. d4 cxd4 
4. t'Dxd4 g6 
5. t'Dc3 .tg7 
6. .te3 t'Df6 
7. t'Db3 0--0 
8. .te2 b6 
9. 0--0 .tb7 
10. f4 d6 
11 .  .tn t'Dd7 
12. 'iid2 �c8 
13. !:tad1 (D) 

A normal position from the Dragon Varia
tion has been reached. Instead of this last 
developing move, little is promised by 
1 3 .t'Dd4 t'Dxd4 1 4  . .txd4 e5 1 5 .fxe5 t'Dxe5 . 

Position after 13.lladl 

13. t'Dc5 

The possession of the d5 outpost ensures 
White a static advantage. The unfavourable 
tendency can be changed by the exchange 
1 3  . . .  .txc3 1 4.bxc3 (after 14.'it'xc3 t'Dce5 
White will be unable to solve the resulting 
problems). 

14. 'iff2 
Black has good chances of maintaining 
equality after 14.t'Dd4 t'Dxd4 1 5  . .txd4 .th6 
1 6.'ili'e3 'iie8 1 7 .e5 .txf3 1 8.'ifxf3 ( 1 8  . .l:lxf3 
t'De6 1 9 .exd6 t'Dxd4 20.l:.xd4 exd6 2 1 .'iid2 
.tg7 22.ltxd6 .txc3 23 .!hc3 :xc3 
24.'ifxc3 'ifa4=) 1 8  . . .  dxe5 1 9  . .txe5 f6 
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20.i.d4 lbe6 2 1 .i.e3 f5 22.litfe l  �f7 
23.'ii'd5 'ii'c6 24.'ilfb3 'ifc4 25.'ii'a3 i.xf4 
26.i.xf4 'ifxf4 27.'ii'xa7 'ifc7=. 

14. 'ifc7 
15. liJd5 'ii'b8 
16. lbd4 .l::tce8 
17. 'ifh4 f6 
18. c4 e6 
19. lbc3 a6 
20. lbde2 i.a8 

White has consolidated his position and is 
ready to exploit all the advantages of his 
central outpost, but for some reason his 
play loses its logical directivity. 

21.  'ii'f2 
2 1 .b3 b5 22.cxb5 axb5 23.a4 bxa4 24.bxa4 
'ifb4 25 .'ilf2;;!;. 

21.  ... :cs 
22. b3 

22.a3 lbe7 23.'ii'h4 l:Ue8 24.b4 lbd7 
25 .'ifh3 ttlc6 (25 . . .  lbf8 26.ttla4±) 26.litc l 
a5 27 .b5 lbd8 28 .lba4 'i/c7 29.l:tfdl  lbt7 
(29 . . .  lbb7 30.f5±) 30.lbd4;;!;. 

22. .l:!fe8 
23. h4 lbe7 
24. lbd4 e5 
25. fxe5 dxe5 
26. lbde2 f5 
27. i.xc5 Yl-Yl 

D.Barua - P .Konguvel 
Calcutta 2002 

1 .  e4 c5 
2. lbf3 d6 
3. d4 cxd4 
4. lbxd4 lLlf6 
5. lbc3 g6 
6. i.e2 i.g7 
7. 0--0 0-0 
8. i.e3 lbc6 
9. lbb3 i.e6 
10. f4 liteS 
11 .  �h1 a6 
12. i.f3 lbd7 
13. 'ii'e1 
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Here we see an arrangement of the forces 
that is similar to the previous example. 

13. ... b5 
Black disregards the idea of exchanging 
minor pieces by 1 3  . . .  i.xc3 . There can fol
low 1 4.bxc3 i.c4 1 5 .l:.f2 'ifc7 1 6.lbd2 lba5 
with a promising game. 
14.!:.d1 b4 15.lbd5 i.xb2 16.e5 i.xd5 
17.i.xd5 e6 18.i.c4 d5 19.i.xa6 :bs 
20.l:tf3 'ife7 2l .i.f2 i.c3 22.'ii'e2 f6 
23.i.h4 'ii'ti 24.i.b5 .l:lbc8 25.a4 fxe5 

. 26.fxe5 'ii'g7 27.�xf8+ 'ii'xf8 28 . .l:lfl 'ifb6 
29.'ii'g4 lbf8 30.i.xc6 l:.xc6 31 .i.e7 lbd7 
32.i.d6 g5 33.lbd4 i.xd4 34. 'ii'xd4 'ii'g7 
35.'ii'xb4 l::txc2 36.a5 'ii'ti 37.'ii'e1 1Wh5 
38.h3 l:.a2 39.'ii'cl 'ii'e8 40.1Wxg5+ �h8 
41.i.c7 �c2 42.i.d8 d4 43.i.f6+ lbxf6 
44.'ii'xf6+ �g8 45.l::.f4 h5 46.'ifg5+ �h8 
47J�f6 1-0 

V.Jansa - I.Dorfman 
Vienna 2002 

1 .  e4 c5 
2. lbf3 d6 
3. d4 lLlf6 
4. lbc3 cxd4 
5. lbxd4 g6 
6. g3 lbc6 
7. i.g2 i.g4 
8. lbde2 i.g7 
9. h3 i.xe2 
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10. 'ifxe2 

How to understand and correctly evaluate 
the events that occurred in the game? Af
terwards my opponent unequivocally con
demned Black's strategy. His opinion may 
also be shared by other players. After all, 
White has the bishop pair and an outpost at 
d5 . I cannot contest this, but it seemed to 
me that White would be unable to complete 
his queenside development without wors
ening his position in the process. 

10. • • •  %:tc8 
It should not be forgotten that Black is 
playing for dynamics and that on no ac
count should be allow 1 1 .ll'ld5 . 

11 .  0--0 0--0 
12. i..e3 ll'ld7 
13. l:tadl 

13. • • •  i..xc3 
The logical completion of the preceding 
strategy. From now on it will be impossi
ble for White to improve his pawn struc
ture and his only chance consists in play 
against the king. 

14. bxc3 
15. h4 
16. h5 
17. i..h3 

'ifa5 
'ifxc3 
ll'lde5 

It is essential to interpose this move, since 
after 1 7  .f4 'ifc4 the game concludes without 
even having begun. 

17. :c7 
18. f4 ll'lc4 
19. .:td3 

Played in the hope of activating the dark
square bishop, since after 1 9  .i..f2 b5 
( 1 9  . . .  ll'lb4 20.i..e 1  'ifxc2 2 l .'iff3 'Wb2 
22.hxg6 hxg6 23 .%:tf2 ll'lc2 24.i..c3 'ifb6) 
20.l::r.d3 flig7 Black's advantage becomes 
irreversible. 

19. ifg7 
20. i..cl 

20.i..f2 b5+. 
20. ll'lb4 

The decisive blow! The knight threatens to 
break through to a2, eliminating the dark
square bishop and win it White' s  last hopes. 

21. e5 dxe5 
22. l:itd7 l:txd7 
23. i..xd7 ll'lb6 
24. i..h3 

Equally hopeless was 24.h6 flixh6 25.fxe5 
flig7 26.i..g4 (26.i..h3 ll'lc6 27.i..b2 ifh6) 
26 . . .  ll'lc6 27.i..b2 ll'la4 28 . .ta1 ifb6 29.e6 
f6. 

24. exf4 
25. .txf4 ll'l4d5 
26. .te5 'ifb6 
27. .td4 'ii'g5 

27 .. .'ilxh5 would perhaps have been more 
accurate: 28.ifxh5 gxh5 29 . .l:tf5 :td8 
30 . .l:lg5+ �f8 3 1  . .tg7+ �e8 32.%:txh5 e6 
33 . .l:r.xh7 �e7+. 

28. 'iff3 ll'lf6 
29. hxg6 hxg6 
30. %:let 'ii'd2 
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And here Black would have won more 
quickly by 30 . . .  .l:ld8 3 1 .i..xb6 axb6 32.:.xe7 
'ifc5+ 33 .'ife3 'ifxc2 34 . .:txb7 .l:ld3 35 .'ii'f4 
'ifdl+. 

31.  'iff2 
32. <it>xf2 
33. c3 

'ii'xf2+ 
.l:ld8 

The best practical chance was undoubtedly 
33 .i..xb6 axb6 34 . .:txe7 l:.d2+ 35 .<it>g l  
:xc2 36 . .l:lxb7 !De4 (36 . . .  l:.xa2 37.:Xb6) 
37.a4 lDxg3 38.l:.xb6 lDe2+ 39.'�fl lDf4 
40.i..d7 .l:la2 4 l ..:tf6 .l:lal+  42.<iil>f2 lDd3+ 
43 .<it>e2 lDe5 44.i..b5 .l:la2+ 45 .<iil>e l  <it>g7+. 
33 ... lDbd5 34.a4 b6 35.i..fl .l:ld6 36.a5 
!Dd7 37.axb6 axb6 38.'�f3 e5 39.i..g1 
!Dxc3 40 . .l:lcl lDd5 41J:!c8+ �g7 42.i..b5 
lD7f6 43 • .l:lc4 lld8 44.i..c6 lDe7 45.i..e4 
!Df5 46.i..xb6 !Dxe4 47.�xe4 !Dxg3+ 
48.'iitxe5 f6+ 49.�f4 .l:ld3 50 • .l:lc8 lDh5+ 
51.'iiie4 litd7 52.i..c5 !Dg3+ 53.<it>f4 !Df5 
54.i..f8+ <it>t7 55.i..c5 !De7 56. 'iitg4 0-1 

Let us now look at some examples from 
games by the great players. 

D.Bronstein - T .Petrosian 
Amsterdam (Candidates Tournament) 1 956 

The static evaluation demonstrates White' s  
superiority: 

1 .  ;t 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 

He can prepare g2-g4 with the series of ma
noeuvres 'ii'c l ,  lDdl -e3 , i..c3 and lDh3-f2. 
Bronstein' s  direct play allows his opponent 
to disrupt the unfavourable trend. 

7 
6 
5 
4 

16. i.e3?!  h6 
17. lDh3 .txc3 
18. bxc3 lDf6 

A series of forced moves has led to a criti
. cal position, demanding that we again draw .
bp the static evaluation: 

1. + 2. + 3. = 4. + 
White goes onto the defensive and 
Petrosian develops his game without the 
slightest hindrance. 

19. a4 
20. lDf2 
21.  <ifi>h1 
22. :g1 
23. 'ifd2 
24. g3 

'iiih8 
.l:.g8 
'ii'e8 
'ii'g6 
i..d7 

The spark of activity is doomed to failure, 
as it seen from the variation 24.l:.ab l b6 
25 .a5 bxa5 26.litb7 lDce8 . 

24. 
25. a5 
26. l:lab1 
27. .l:.g2 
28. I:.bg1 
29. h3 

.:tae8 
.:te7 
i..c8 
.:teg7 
!Dce8 
h5 
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0 

In the final position Black's  resources are 
not yet exhausted. He can improve the 
placing of his pieces by tbf6-g8-h6 and 
tbe8-f6, preparing h5-h4. 
Nevertheless, for some reason Petrosian 
decided to offer a draw. 

T .Petrosian - M.Botvinnik 
Training Game, Voronovo 1 952 

After the initial moves of the Slav Defence 
Exchange Variation, White is faced with a 
problem. In the resulting critical position he 
has to make up his mind regarding a possi
ble exchange of minor pieces. The static 
evaluation suggests an insignificant advan
tage to White: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. = 4. ;t 
Because of the pawn formation, Black's 
queen' s  bishop is passive. Typical play 
would consist of 7 . .l:.c l .td6 8 . .tg3 fol
lowed by e2-e3 , .td3, tbe5 and f2-f4. 

7. e3?!  tbh5 
Black eliminates the active bishop and the 
evaluation tips in his favour. From now on 
the situation demands dynamic action of 
White, but it is not easy for him to exploit 
his opponent' s  slight lag in development. 
For example, if 8 . .tb5 there follows 
8 . . .  tbxf4 9.exf4 .td6, while after 8 . .i.e5 
both 8 . . .  .i.e7 and 8 . . .  f6 are correct. At the 
end of a series of forced moves White ends 
up in a strategically difficult position. 

s. .tgs 'iVb6 
9. a3 h6 
10. .i.h4 g5 
11 .  .i.g3 tbxg3 
12. hxg3 .tg7 

Now, naturally, the world champion will 
use static means. 

0 

13. i.d3 'ii'd8 

14. tbh2? 
Petrosian did not see that this was a critical 
position ! Otherwise he would undoubtedly 
have tried the dynamic resource 14  . .tb5 
i.d7 1 5  . .txc6 .txc6 1 6.tbe5 .txe5 1 7 .dxe5 
d4 1 8 .'ii'xd4 i.xg2 1 9J:th2 i.t3 20.tbe4 
'ii'xd4 2 1 .tbf6+ cJife7 22.exd4 l::tad8 23.'ittd2 
I:.xd4+ 24.cJife3 ltdl 25 . .l::r.xdl i.xdl 26.lthl 
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.lta4 27.l:hh6, equalising, or 14.g4, pre
venting a modification of the pawn struc
ture. 

14. h5 
15. l:.cl .lid7 
16. ltJb5 'it>f8 
17. ttJn g4 
18. ltJd2 e5 
19. 'ifb3 exd4 
20. ltJxd4 ltJxd4 
21.  exd4 'ii'e7+ 
22. 'it>d1 ..txd4 
23. l:tc7 ..tb6 
24. l:te1 iVd6 
25. l:!xb7 l::r.h6 
26. .ltb5 .lte6 

White ' s  belated attempts to active his 
pieces merely lead to the complete collapse 
of his statically inferior position. 

27. f4 gxf3 
28. ltJxf3 liitc8 
29. ltJe5 'ii'c5 
30. l:itxti+ <it>g8 
31 .  .li:r.f3 'iVcl+ 
32. 'it>e2 l::tc2+ 
33. �n 'ii'd2 

0--1 

M.Botvinnik - M. Tal 
Moscow (m/3), 1 96 1  

Here, thanks to the backward c 7  pawn, 
White has a slight static superiority: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. = 4. ;t 
With his last move 1 3 .ltJg5 Botvinnik plans 
a favourable exchange by 1 4.ltJge4. The 
opponent' s  inappropriate reply allows him 
to carry out his intention in an even more 
advantageous situation. 

13. ltJg6? 
In my view, only 13 . . .  h6 would have al
lowed Black to maintain the balance. 

0 

14. ltJe6 fxe6 
15. dxe6 ..t>h8 
16. exd7 'iVxd7 

The static evaluation has become catastro
phic for Black: 

1. ± 2. ;t 3. ± 4. ± 
17. 0--0 'ii'f5 
18. ltJd5 ltJg8 
19. 'iVg4 'i¥c2 
20. 'iVe2 'ii'f5 
21 .  'ii'g4 'i¥c2 
22. 'ti'e2 'ti'f5 
23. e4 'ii'd7 
24. :ad1 l:.ad8 
25. 'ii'g4 (D) 'ii'e8 

The threat of the queen exchange forces 
new concessions. 

26. g3 ltJh6 
27. 'ii'h5 ltJg8 
28. 'i¥e2 ltJ6e7 
29. ltJe3 ltJh6 
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ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

Position after 25. Mfg-4 

30. t"Llg4 ltlxg4 
31.  hxg4 ltlc6 
32. 'itg2 J..e7 
33. J..d5 t"Lld4 

Desperation. The presence of opposite-col
our bishops merely makes Black's defence 
more difficult. 

34. J..xd4 
35. J..c4 
36. b5 
37. f4 
38. l:txd3 
39. J..xd3 
40. e5 
41.  :h1 
42. 'ii'e4 
43. .i.c4 

exd4 
c5 
J..f6 
d3 
�xd3 
J..d4 
g6 
'itg7 
b6 
1-0 

Queen's Gambit, analysis 

1.  d4 d5 
2. c4 e6 
3. ltlc3 l"Llf6 
4. cxd5 exd5 
5. J..g5 c6 
6. e3 J..f5 
7. 'ii'f3 i.g6 
8. J..xf6 'ii'xf6 
9. 'ii'xf6 gxf6 
10. 'itd2 t"Lld7 

11 .  i.d3 t"Llb6 
12. b3 

The end of a series of forced moves signals 
the existence of a critical position. The 
pawn structure is fixed and therefore the 
knights are dominant. 

The static evaluation gives an advantage to 
White: 

1 .  = 2. ;t 3. ;t 4. ;t 
After 12 • • •  ltlc8 1 3 .t"Llge2 t"Lld6 14.g4 5 
1 5 .gxf5 J..x5 1 6.l:tagl 'itd7 1 7.i.xf5+ 
ltlxf5 1 8.l:tg4 White stands better. 
Dynamic play consists in the exchange of 
the king's bishop for the knight at c3. 
Then the bishops are eliminated on the b 1 -
h7 diagonal and the black knight goes to an 
ideal post at d6. I suggest two interpreta
tions of this idea. 
12 .•• i.b4 1 3 .t"Llge2 ltlc8 1 4.h4 t"Lld6 1 5 .h5 
i.xd3 1 6.'itxd3 i.xc3 1 7 .t"Llxc3 l:tg8 
1 8 .l:tagl f5 1 9.f3 ( 1 9.ltle2? ltle4) 1 9  . . .  h6 
20.'1te2 (20.t"Lle2 'itd7 2 1 .ltlf4 a5) 20 . . .  �d7 
2 1 .<iitf2 l:tg5 22.ltle2 a5 with equality; 
12 ... i.a3! 1 3 .t"Llge2 <it>d7. 
The reader can see the catastrophic conse
quences of the static play after 1 3  . . .  ltlc8 
1 4.f3 t"Lld6 1 5 .g4 0--0--0 1 6.h4 l:the8 1 7 .ltlf4 
J..b4 1 8 .:.ac l <iitb8 1 9.h5 i.xd3 20.'itxd3 
h6 2 1 .l1hg l i.a5 22.ltlce2 l:te7 23 .t"Llg3 
.:tde8 24.ltlg2 l:tg8 25 .t"Llh4 I:.ge8 26.t"Llhf5 
l:.e6 27.t"Llxd6 l:.xd6 28.t"Llf5 in the follow
ing diagram: 
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ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 

16. .id3 
17. llacl 
18. ltfel 
19. e4 

llae8 
d6 
lLld7 
'ii'h4 

1 4.ltlg3 ltlc8 1 5 .h4 ltld6 1 6.h5 .ixd3 0 1 7 .'.t>xd3 .ib2 1 8 .l:tab l .ixc3 1 9.<it>xc3 
1 

�hg8 20.<it>d3 a5 2 l .a4 f5 ! .  The position is 
equal, as was demonstrated by the game 
Gulko-Short, New York (m/2) 1994. 

J.Karr - M.Golan 
French Cup 2000 

1. d4 
2. c4 
3. ltlc3 
4. 'ii'c2 
5. a3 

lLlf6 
e6 
.ib4 
0--0 
.ixc3+ 

At an early stage of the game Black con
cedes the bishop pair, hoping later to fix the 
pawn structure. 

6. 'ifxc3 ltle4 
7. 'ifc2 f5 
8. lLlh3 b6 
9. f3 lLlf6 
10. e3 .ib7 
11 .  .ie2 

l l  . .id3 was perhaps more promising. 
1 1 .  ltlc6!? 
12. b4 aS 
13. b5 ltle7 
14. 0--0 ltlg6 
15. .ib2 'ii'e7 

20. lle2? 
A dubious decision. White should have 
avoided the fixing of the pawn structure by 
20.exf5 exf5 2 l .'ii'f2 'ii'f6 22.lle2 (22.l:tcdl 
�h8 23 . .ic li) 22 .. .lhe2 23.'ii'xe2 with the 

. better prospects. 
t 20. • • •  fxe4? 
Both players would appear to experience 
difficulties in the taking of decisions. Black 
could have exploited the opportunity to 
restrict the scope of the opponent' s  bishops. 
After 20 . . .  f4 2 l .e5 .ixf3 ! 22.gxf3 (22.llf2 
i.xg2 23.l:.xg2 'ii'xh3 24 . .ixg6 hxg6 
25.exd6 cxd6 26.'ii'xg6 lle7 cannot be 
recommended for White) 22 . . .  'ilfxh3 
23 . .ixg6 hxg6 24.exd6 cxd6 25 .'ilfxg6 
'ii'xf3 26.llxe6 lLlf6 27.l:.fl 'ifb3 Black 
stands clearly better. 

21.  .ixe4 i.xe4 
22. llxe4 'ifd8 
23. l:tcel e5 
24. dxe5 dxe5? 

24 . . .  ltlgxe5 was more tenacious. 
25. :4e3 ltlc5 
26. lLlfl 

Black faces a cheerless defence. 
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I.Dorfman - J .Diaz 
Havana 1 988 

a b c d e f g h 

The players have arrived at this critical po
sition without disturbing the static equilib
rium. To maintain it l 3  . . .  .tc6 followed by 
!tb8 and .ta8 was sufficient. However, the 
Cuban grandmaster preferred to exchange 
minor pieces. Now everything depends on 
the pawn structure. If White does not 
succeed in enlivening it on the kingside, the 
opponent will make use of the b3 and c4 
squares that he has acquired. 

13. .txc5 
14. bxc5 'fie7 
15. lbe1 e5 
16. lbc2 e4 
17. f3 

For the moment White has only created a 
favourable tension in the centre. In the 
event of the capture on f3 he will gain con
trol of the e-file and the e5 square. 

17. lbb8 
18. .tcl h6 (D) 
19. g4! 

An important link in the chain of dynamic 
measures, aimed at destabilising Black's 
position. At the present moment the threat 
of 20.g5 has to be parried and at the same 
time the manoeuvre lbe3-f5 prevented. 
In the event of 1 9 .l:.b l lbc6 20.:.xb5 .ta6 
2 l .l::tb2 exf3 22 . .txf3 lbe4 Black becomes 
active on the light squares. 

Position after 18 . . . h6 

19. exf3 
20. exf3 lbc6 
21 .  i.f4 

2 l .g5 would have been premature on ac
count of 2 1  . . .  hxg5 22.i.xg5 'fie6. 

21.  lbas 
22. lbe3 .tcs 
23. .l:le1 'ii'd8 

24. .tg3 
An instructive moment. Having the bishop 
pair, White strengthens his presence on 
the dark squares, which have been weak
ened as a result of Black's dubious ex
change. 
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24.J.e5 was also quite acceptable and logi
cal. 

24. 4Jc4 
25. J.h4 lita6 
26. 'ti'b1 4Jxe3 
27. l:.xe3 'ifd7 
28. .tn 

The black pieces are overloaded. The im
perceptible but highly effective manoeuvre 
of the king' s  bishop plays the role of the 
straw that breaks the camel's  back. 

28. c6 
29. J.xf6 gxf6 
30. 'ii'e1 'fic7 
31 .  'iib4 'iff4 
32. l:.ael .l::ta8 
33. i.d3 .te6 
34. 'it'f2 l::tfe8 
35. 'ii'g3 

With the disappearance of Black's last ac
tive piece, his last hopes of saving the game 
evaporate. 

35. 
36. 'it'xg3 
37. 'it'h4 

'ii'xg3+ 
'it'g7 

and 1-0 ten moves later. 

V.Neverov - A.Groszpeter 
Pardubice 2000 

1 .  c4 e5 
2. 4Jc3 4Jf6 
3. 4Jt3 4Jc6 
4. g3 .tb4 
5. .tg2 ..._.. 
6. ..._.. e4 
7. 4Je1 .txc3 

After 7 . . .  :e8 8 .4Jd5 J.c5 (8 . . .  .tf8 9.d3) 
9.d3 White advantageously sets up a central 
outpost. 

8. bxc3 (D) !te8 
Acting without any great thought, the Hun
garian does not notice the significant differ
ence between the positions of the knight at 
e l  and g5 . Black, after giving up his dark
square bishop, must create play on the 
light squares. This aim is met by 8 . . .  d5 ! 
9.cxd5 'fixd5 1 0.d3 :es ( 1 0  . . .  'iih5 l l .dxe4 

.th3 1 2.i.xh3 'ifxh3 1 3 .f3) l l ..tf4 'iih5 
1 2 .dxe4 ( 1 2 .i.xc7 4Jd5+) 1 2  . . .  4Jxe4. 

7 
6 
5 
4 

1 

Position after 8. bxc3 

9. t3 'fie7 
With the knight at g5 the strongest con
tinuation is considered to be Karpov's  
9 . . .  e3 ! .  Now this involves a great risk, 
since after the capture of the pawn White 's  
knight will consolidate his position by soon 

· .  ,appearing at d3 . 

0 

10. fxe4 4Jxe4 

11 .  4Jd3 
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White' s  centre may also become mobile 
after 1 l .e3 . 
l l  ... b6 12.lLlf4 i.b7 13.e3 lL!aS 14.d3 lLlf6 
15.e4 'ifc5+ 16.<it>h1 lL!xc4 17.dxc4 'ifxc4 
18.i.e3 and 1-0 after 26 moves. 

A.Lesiege - I.Zugic 
Montreal 200 1 

1 .  c4 e5 
2. lL!c3 lLlf6 
3. lL!f3 lLlc6 
4. g3 i.b4 
5. i.g2 0--0 
6. 0--0 e4 
7. lL!gS i.xc3 
8. bxc3 .l:.e8 
9. f3 exf3 

Theory considers 9 . . .  e3 1 0.dxe3 d6 
( 1 0  . .  .'ife7) to be more promising. 

10. lLlxf3 d5 
11 .  d4 lL!e4 

The surrender of the centre cannot be rec
ommended: l l . . .dxc4 1 2.i.g5 h6 1 3 .i.xf6 
'ifxf6 1 4.e4. 

12. 'ifc2 
Obviously weaker is 12 .'ilrd3 dxc4 1 3 .'ii'xc4 
lL!d6, when Black advantageously estab
lishes control over the light squares. 

12. . • •  dxc4 
After 1 2  . . .  i.f5 1 3 .lLlh4 i.e6 (other possi
bilities are 1 3  . . .  i.g6 14.i.f4 lL!aS 1 5 .cxd5 
'ii'xd5 1 6.i.e5 .l:itxe5 1 7 .lLlxg6 hxg6 1 8 .dxe5 
'ifcS+ 1 9.e3 lL!gS 20.'iff2±, Chemin
Farago, Austria 1 996, and also 1 3  . . .  i.g4 
1 4.e3 lL!aS 1 5  . .l:itf4 f5 1 6.cxd5 lLld6 1 7  .c4 
lL!axc4 1 8 .e4 g5 1 9 .lL!xf5 lLlxfS 20 . .l:.xg4 
lLlfe3 2 l .'fle2 lL!xg4 22.'ifxg4 h6 23.e5 
lL!b6 24.'ifh5 l:le7 25 .'ifxh6 .l:itg7 26.i.h3 
.l:ith7 27.'ii'g6+ l:.g7 28 ."it'e6+ �h8 29.i.f5 
1 -0, Cu.Hansen-Meins, Bundesliga 1 999) 
1 4.l:tb 1 lL!aS 1 5 .cxd5 i.xd5 1 6.lL!f5 lL!c4 
1 7  .:tf4 lLlf6 1 8 .e4 g5 1 9  .lL!h6+ �g7 
20Jhf6 'ii'xf6 2 1 .lLlf5+ <Ji>h8 22.e5 'it'e6 
23 .i.xd5 'i'xd5 24.i.xg5 l:!e6 25 .lL!e7 
things are bad for Black. 

13. l:tb1 f5 

The critical moment of the game. I criticise 
Black's last move and consider it necessary 
to test in practice the viability of 1 3  . . .  f6: 
A) 1 4.lL!d2 lL!xd4 1 5 .cxd4 'ii'xd4+ 1 6.�h1 
lLlf2+ 1 7  .1!xf2 'ii'xf2 1 8.e4 b6+; 
B) 14.lL!e5 lL!xeS ( 1 4  . . .  fxe5 1 5 .i.xe4 exd4 
1 6.i.xh7+ �h8 1 7 .i.g6) 1 5 .i.xe4 ( 1 5 .dxe5 
f5 1 6.i.xe4 fxe4 1 7 .'ii'xe4 .li:r.b8 1 8 .'ii'xc4+ 
i.e6 1 9.'ii'd4 b6+) 1 5  . . .  lL!g6 1 6.i.xb7 
i.xb7 1 7 .litxb7 'ii'c8 1 8 .'ii'b2 c6+; 
C) 1 4.lL!h4 ! 'ii'd5 1 5 .i.f4 f5 ( 1 5  . . .  g5 
1 6.i.e5) 1 6.g4 fxg4 1 7 .i.e5 .l:.xe5 1 8 .dxe5 
'ii'c5+ 1 9.e3 lL!gS 20.'ii'd2;!;. 
Also inadequate is 1 3  . . .  'ii'e7 1 4.lL!d2 lL!gS 
1 5 .e4 i.h3 1 6.i.xh3 lLlxh3+ 1 7.�g2 lL!gS 
1 8 .h4 lL!xe4 1 9  .lL!xe4 'ii'xe4+ 20. 'ii'xe4 
lhe4 2 1 .l1xb7 :cs 22.i.f4 f6 23 .ciitf3 l:te6 
24.1:tfb 1 lL!e7 25 . .l:. 1 b5 c5 26.l%xc5 l:txc5 
27.dxc5 aS 28 .h5 g5 29.i.d6 lL!dS 30 . .l:.d7 
l:te3+ 3 l .<it>f2 :xc3 32.c6 :d3 33 .c7 lL!xc7 
34 . .l:.d8+ �fl 35 .i.xc7 l:.a3 36.l:.d7+ <it>e6 
37.1!d6+ <Ji;e7 38 .l:td2 <it>e6 39.l:.e2+ ciitdS 
40.i.d8 c3 4 l .i.xf6 <Ji;c4 42.i.e7 1 -0, as 
shown by the game Hodgson-Naumkin, 
Amantea 1 995.  

14. g4 fxg4 
Black was unable to hold the position in a 
high-level encounter after 14  . . .  'ii'e7 1 5 .gxf5 
lLld6 1 6.lLlg5 'ii'xe2 1 7 .i.d5+ <Ji>h8 1 8 .'ii'xe2 
l:he2 1 9.i.f4 lLld8 20.i.xd6 cxd6 2 1 ..l:Ibe1 
.l:.xe 1 22.fl.xe 1 i.d7 23 . .l:.e7 i.c6 24.f6 1 -0, 
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Kasparov-Ivanchuk, 55th USSR Champi
onship, Moscow 1 988.  

15. ttJe5 
16. ..txe4 
17. ..txg6 
18. 'ti'xg6 
19. l:tb5 
20. 'ti'h5 
21.  'ti'h6 

tDxe5 
lDg6 
hxg6 
'fie7 
'fie6 
g6 
1-0 

J.Mason - J.Mieses 

0 

Paris 1 900 

1.  e4 
2. ttJo 
3. tDc3 
4. d4 
5. tL:!xd4 
6. tiJdb5 

7. tiJd6+? 

c5 
e6 
tL:!c6 
cxd4 
tiJf6 
..tb4 

A rare idea. According to modem theory 
White should aim for a different exchange. 
After 7.a3 ..txc3+ 8 .tDxc3 d5 9.exd5 exd5 
(9 . . .  lDxd5 I O  . ..td2 does not change the 
character of the play) I O  . ..td3 White pos
sesses the bishop pair with a flexible pawn 
structure. Despite certain successes by 
Kramnik and Grischuk, this variation still 
has the reputation of being passive and in
sipid. 

7. �e7 

8. ttJxc8+ .:txc8 
9. ..td2 

Otherwise Black breaks in the centre after 
9.f3 d5 1 0.exd5 tL:!xd5 or 9 . ..td3 d5 I O.exd5 
'ii'xd5 1 1 .0-0 ..txc3 (theory demonstrates 
the solidity of the endgame arising after 
l l . . .'it'h5) 1 2 .bxc3 l:thd8 1 3  . ..ta3+ �e8. 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 

At the end of a series of forced moves a 
critical position has been reached. 

9. ..txc3 
10. ..txc3 · tDxe4 
11 .  ..txg7 'ifa5+ 

In my opinion, after l l . .  . .l:tg8 1 2  . ..th6 'iib6 

Black already holds the initiative. 
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I.Dorfman - A.Hauchard 
Mondariz (Zonal Tournament) 2000 

1 .  d4 d5 
2. c4 c6 
3. e3 ttlf6 
4. ttlc3 g6 

Nowadays 4 . . .  a6 has become popular. 
5. ttlf3 .i.g7 
6. .i.e2 0--0 
7. 0--0 a6 
8. .i.d2 

The most dangerous continuation, in my 
view. White prepares an attack on the op
ponent's  weakened queenside. 

0 

8. .i.g4 
9. 'ii'b3 lir.a7 
10. h3 i.xf3 
11 . .i.xf3 e6 

A critical position, arising as a result of a 
series of forced moves .  After lengthy 
thought White modifies the pawn structure 
in the centre. 

12. :fd1 
13. e4 
14. i.xe4 

ttlbd7 
dxe4 (D) 

An exceptionally important moment. As a 
rule, for the player who has the advan
tage of the two bishops it is advantageous 
to retain his knight. One of the reasons I 
see as being the reduced likelihood of his 

opponent acquiring the favourable queen 
+ knight tandem. 

0 

Position after 13 . . . dxe4 

14. "ilc7 
It would appear that Black cannot eliminate 
the powerful bishop without a further dete
rioration in his position. His queen' s rook is 
badly placed, his d6 square is weak (the 
bishop sortie to b4 is threatened) and, to 
add to his woes, .i.g5 is in the air. 
Here are some variations which, as I see it, 
demonstrate White' s  advantage. 
1 4  . . .  ttlxe4 1 5 .ttlxe4: 
A) 1 5  . . .  .txd4? 1 6.i.g5 f6 ( 1 6  . . .  ttlc5 
1 7 .'iVc2 'iVa5 1 8 .b4+-) 1 7 .l::txd4 fxg5 
1 8  . .l:ir.ad l b6 1 9.c5+-; 
B) 1 5  . . .  'iVh4 ! :  
B l )  1 6.'iie3 lir.aa8 1 7 .1i'f3 ttlf6 1 8 .ttld6 
litad8 1 9.i.f4 1Id7=; 
B2) 1 6.'iif3 ttlf6 1 7 .ttld6 ( 1 7 .ttlc5 b6 
1 8 .ttlb3 'ife4 1 9.'ifxe4 ttlxe4 20 . .i.f4 .l::td8 
2 U ite l ttlf6 22.a4 a5=) 1 7  . . .  ttle8; 
B3) 1 6  . .l:!e l !  .i.xd4? 1 7.'i!Vd3 c5 1 8  . .i.g5 
ttle5 1 9.VWe2+-. 

15. i.f3 .l::taa8 
16. l::tacl e5 

Again a critical position is reached. Black 
wants to fix the pawn structure, but his op
ponent does not fall in with his wishes. 

17. d5 e4 
18. .i.e2 
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Little i s  promised by 1 8 .�xe4 �xe4 
1 9.Ji.xe4 �c5 20.'ii'c2 �xe4 2 1 .'ii'xe4 
Ji.xb2 22.Ji.f4 'ii'c8 (22 . . .  'ii'd7 23.dxc6 
'tixc6 24.'ii'xc6 bxc6 25.litbl  ii.c3 26.c5±) 
23 . .l:tb l :es 24.'ii'f3 Ji.g7. 

18. c5 
19. Ji.e3 I:.fe8 

On this occasion a critical position crowns 
a series of forced moves. If Black's bishop 
should move to a blockading position in 
front of the white passed pawn, the white 
king will become weak. Now comes a se
ries of dynamic moves. 

20. d6 
21. 'ii'a4 
22. b4 
23. �xa4 
24. c5 

'ii'c6 
:ac8 
'ii'xa4 
cxb4 
h5 

Black has no way of opposing the oppo
nent's  weighty arguments and he makes a 
useful move, not allowing himself to the 
cramped on the kingside and intending an 
exchange of bishops. 

25. lir.b1 a5 
26. a3 bxa3 
27. litxb7 

The white passed pawns are irresistible. 
27 . . .  �d5 28.lir.xd5 a2 29.ltd1 l::ted8 
30 • .ltc4 a1'ii 31 .litxa1 Axa1 32 • .ltg5 l:.b8 
33.llxb8 litxb8 34.c6 1:tb1� 35.Ji.fl 1-0 

V.Smyslov - W.Uhlmann 
Skopje 1 969 

1. d4 �f6 
2. c4 g6 
3. �c3 d5 . 
4. �t3 Ag7 
5. cxd5 �xd5 
6. Ad2 0-0 
7. :et �b6 
8. e3 Ag4 
9. Ji.e2 c6 
10. 0-0 ii.xt3 

After 1 0  . . .  �8d7 l l .h3 .ltxf3 1 2  . .ltxf3 e5 
1 3 .d5 White not only remains with the 
bishop pair, but also successfully initiates 
play on the light squares. 

11. Ji.xt3 e5 
12. dxe5 

Little is promised by 12 .�e2 �8d7 1 3 .Ji.c3 
l:te8 1 4.'iVc2 'ii'e7. 

12. Ji.xe5 
13. 'ii'c2 

How can the German grandmaster's 
play, at first sight so provocative, be jus
tified?!  Black has a clear strategic guide. 
He must achieve the exchange of the 
dark-square bishops and a pair of 
knights. 

13. . .. �8d7? 
In the light of what has been said, required 
of Black was the subtle manoeuvre 
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1 3  . . .  �c4! 1 4.-ie l ( 1 4.1lcd1 "iic7 1 5 .g3 
�xd2 1 6.1lxd2 �a6 1 7 .1lfdl  ftad8=) 
14  . . .  �d6 ( 1 4  . . .  �a6 1 5  . .ie2), controlling 
the light squares. I will give a sample 
analysis of this position, demonstrating the 
technique of playing Black in positions of 
this type: 
A) 1 5  . .ie2 'ile7 1 6  . ..td3 ( 1 6  . .id2 �d7 
1 7JUe l l:Ue8 1 8  . ..tfl .l:.ad8 1 9.b3 �c5 
20.g3 �ce4 2 l .�xe4 �xe4 22 . .ia5 J.c7) 
1 6  . . .  �d7 1 7.b4 llfe8 1 8.e4 llad8 1 9.1ldl 
�b6 20.f4 .td4+ 2 l .'iith1  �dc4; 
B) 1 5 .g3 �d7 1 6.J.g2 lle8 1 7 .e4 �c5 
1 8 .1ldl 'ilb6; 
C) 1 5 .�a4 �d7. 

14. �e4 f5 
An acknowledgement of the failure of 
Black's strategic conception. He also does 
not equalise by 14 . . .  �d5 1 5 .�g3 llc8 
1 6.'ilb3 �7b6 1 7.a4. 

15. �g3 aS 
16. b4 axb4 
17. ..txb4 lle8 
18. "iib3+ 'iitg7 

Black has not only failed to achieve ad
vantageous exchanges, but he has also 
weitkened irreparably the position of his 
king. 
19 . .l:.fd1 'ilc7 20.�e2 .txh2+ 2t.<it•h1 .ie5 
22.�d4 'ild8 23.g3 'ilf6 24.a4 'ilt7 25.a5 
�d5 26 • .ixd5 cxd5 27.�f3 d4 28.'ilxf7+ 
'iitxt7 29.exd4 J.b8 30.1le1 J.a7 31 .1lxe8 
'iitxe8 32.1le1 + 'iitd8 33 • .ie7+ 'iite8 
34 • .tg5+ 'iitf8 35.J.h6+ 'iitg8 36.1le7 lld8 
1--0 

S. Tiviakov - A.Dreev 
Ubeda 1 999 

1. e4 
2. d4 
3. �d2 
4. �xe4 
5. �g3 
6. .ic4 

c6 
d5 
dxe4 
J.f5 
J.g6 
e6 

In the game Marciano-Dorfman, France 
1 999, Black gained equal chances after 

6 . . .  �f6 7.� l e2 �d5 8 .�f4 �xf4 9 . .ixf4 
e6 1 O.c3 .td6. 

7. �1e2 �f6 
8. �f4 .id6 

9. h4 
Perhaps the initial cause of White 's  subse
quent difficulties. 

9. 
10. �xg6 
1 1 .  'iff3 

'ifc7 
hxg6 
�bd7 

The end of a series of forced moves. The 
static evaluation is slightly favourable to 
White: 

1 .  = 2. ;t 3. ;t 4. ;t 

It is logical to think that any neutral move 
will leave the evaluation unchanged. 
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12. i.g5?! 
Here it is worth recalling that static moves 
are those that prevent a change in the 
evaluation. Black is better developed and 
therefore it would be better not to engage 
him in an open battle. It would appear that 
the demands of the position were answered 
by the exchange 1 2.lLle4 lLlxe4 1 3 .'ilfxe4. 
Then 1 3  . . .  c5 could have been met by the 
resolute 1 4.d5 ! ,  initiating favourable play 
on the light squares. 

12. c5 
13. dxc5 

After 1 3 .0--0--0 cxd4 1 4.l:txd4 i.e5 White 
would have lost material. 

13. • • •  'ilfxc5 
14. i.xf6 

After his poor reply on the 1 2th move White 
is no longer able to consolidate his position: 
1 4.'ilfxb7 :b8 1 5 .'ii'a6 l:tb6 1 6.'Wa4 l:.b4; 
1 4.'ilfe2 i.xg3 1 5 .fxg3 'ii'xg5; 
1 4.'ilfb3 0--0--0 1 5 .i.e3 'ifa5+ 1 6.i.d2 
'ii'e5+. 

14. 
15. i.b3 
16. c3 

lLlxf6 
0-0--0 

If 1 6.0--0--0, then 1 6  . . .  l:txh4. 
16. i.xg3 
17. 'ifxg3 

White cannot seriously consider 1 7  .fxg3 
'ife5+ 1 8 .<iti>fl lLle4 with a winning attack 
for Black. 

17. 
18. 0-0 
19. 'iff3 
20. g3 
21.  i.c2 
22. i.e4 
23. 'iff4 

0--1 

l:th5 
l:tdh8 
l:txh4 
l:th2 
g5 
g4 
'Wh5 

K.Scheidegger - I.Dorfman 
Cannes 1 993 

1 .  e4 c5 
2. lLlf3 a6 
3. d4? 

It is on this continuation that Black is 
counting, in adopting this dubious varia
tion. Correct, as is well known, is 3 .c4. 

3. cxd4 
4. lLlxd4 lLlf6 
5. lLlc3 e5 
6. lLlb3 i.b4 
7. i.d3 d5 
8. exd5 'ilfxd5 
9. 0-0 

After White's  mistake on the 3rd move a 
· �ritical position has been reached. Here the 
exchange of bishop for knight is justified 
by the fact that the pawn structure is 
fixed. 

9. i.xc3 
10. bxc3 0--0 
1 1 .  c4 1Wc6 
12. i.b2 

The character of the play would remain 
identical to the game after 12 .i.g5 i.g4 
1 3 .f3 ( 1 3 .'ilfd2 lLlbd7) 1 3  . . .  i.h5 . 

12. l:te8 
13. l:te1 lLlbd7 
14. 'ti'd2 b6 (D) 
13. 'ii'g5? ! 

White loses a tempo in an already delicate 
position. He should have sought dynamic 
play on the queenside, by playing 1 5 .a4. 
Now 1 5  . . .  a5 runs into 1 6.c5, but the accu
rate reply 1 5  . . .  i.b7 1 6.f3 e4 1 7  .fxe4 lLlxe4 
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maintains all tbe trumps of Black's  posi
tion. 

15. h6 
16. 'ii'h4 ..tb7 
17. f3 aS 

From now on Black's  position is so strong 
that White can no longer hope for a break
through. 

18. lt:)d2 
19. :ad1 
20. a3 

.litad8 
'ifa4 
lt:)cs 

After strengthening his position to the 
maximum, Black comes into contact with 
the opposing army. The e5 pawn is im
mune on account of the rook at dl being 

undefended. White faces the thankless task 
of defending his numerous weaknesses. He 
is doomed. 

D.Garcia Ilundain - I.Dorfman 
Terassa 1 992 

1 .  d4 d6 
2. lt:)f3 ..tg4 
3. c4 

Black has chosen an aggressive but risky 
system of development. It is possible that a 
refutation of it lies in the variation 3 .e4 lt:)f6 
4.tbc3 e6 5 .h3 .Jih5 6.g4 ii.g6 7.'iie2 c6 
8.h4. 
The Spanish grandmaster prefers to play a 
position with two bishops and a mobile 
pawn structure. 

3. .Jixf3 
4. exf3 c6 
5. lt:)c3 g6 
6. f4 

A logical attempt to use the more advanced 
of the doubled pawns as a battering-ram. 

6. ..tg7 
7. g4 e6 
8. h4 d5 
9. h5 (D) 

In the absence of the enemy queen's 
bishop, White builds up pressure on the 
weakened squares. 
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Position after 9.h5 

9. dxc4 
10. e3 lbd7 
11 .  fS exfS 
12. gxfS 'if as 
13. hxg6 hxg6 
14. .l:txh8 .i.xh8 
15. fxg6 fxg6 
16. 'ii'g4 lbe7 
17. 6-0-0 lbf6 

18. 'ii'h3 

by 1 8  . . .  lbfd5 1 9  . .td2 .i.xd4 20.lbxd5 
'iWxd5 2 1 ..i.c3 c5 22.lite l �f8 23 . .i.g2 'iVf5 
24 . .txd4 cxd4 25 .l:te4 'ii'f6. 

18. 1ih5 
19. 'ii'g3 6-0-0 
20. i..h3+ ltJfS 
21.  dS ltJxdS 
22. .txa7 lbc7 
23. .i.xfS+ 'iVxfS 
24. litxd8+ �xd8 
25. i..b6 .tes 
26. 'ii'h4+ �c8 
27. 'ifxc4 

and the two sides' chances are equal. 

j. 

V.Smyslov - M. Tal 
Yugoslavia (Candidates Tournament) 1 959 

1. e4 cS 
2. lbf3 d6 
3. d4 cxd4 
4 . lbxd4 lbf6 
5. lbc3 a6 
6. .te2 eS 
7. lbb3 i..e7 
8. 0-0 0-0 
9. .te3 'ilc7 
10. a4 .te6 
11 .  aS 'ilc6 
12. .tf3 lbbd7 

The two players have harmoniously de-
ployed their forces and the time has come 
to decide on a plan. 

It appears that things would have been 0 more difficult for Black after 1 8 .'ii'g3 , but 
1 """"�---"'=�""""'"'--::--"'=-:--' 

even so he would have maintained equality 
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13. tbd5 i.xd5? 
One gains the impression that Tal over
looked his opponent' s  unusual reply on the 
1 5th move. Otherwise he could have con
tinued 1 3  . . .  i.d8 14.'ii'd3 l:.c8 1 5 .l:fc l :  
A) 1 5  . . .  tbg4 1 6.i.xg4 .txg4 1 7 .f3 i.e6 
1 8 .c4 f5 1 9.tbd2: 
A I )  1 9  . . .  .txd5? 20.exd5 "ilc7 2 l .b4 e4 
22.fxe4 .tf6 23 .l1ab l  tbe5 24.'ii'e2 and 
Black has no compensation for the pawn; 
A2) 1 9  . . .  tbf6 !  20.b3 (20.b4 fxe4 2 l .fxe4 
'ii'd7) 20 . . .  fxe4 2 l .fxe4 tbg4 22.l:.fl l:.xfl+ 
23 .tbxfl (23 .l:txfl b5 24.axb6 tbxe3 
25.tbxe3 .txb6 26.�h l i.xe3 27.'ii'xe3 
aS=) 23 . . .  tbxe3 24.tbfxe3 i.g5 with suffi
cient counterplay; 
A3) weaker is 1 9  . . .  tbc5 20.'ii'a3 fxe4 
2 l .fxe4; 
B) 1 5  . . .  'ii'c4 1 6.tbxf6+ tbxf6 1 7 .'ii'xd6 'ii'b5 
1 8 .tbc5 J:te8 1 9.tbxe6 l:.xe6 20."ila3 with a 
serious advantage to White. 

14. exd5 1tb5 

Bad is 14 . . .  "i/c4 1 5 .tbd2 'ii'h4 ( 1 5  . . .  'ii'b5 
1 6.'ii'b l )  1 6.g3 'ifh.3 1 7.l%a4 when thanks to 
his bishops White dominates.  At first sight 
Black is completely alright in view of the 
threats to the d5 pawn. But his position is 
unstable, since White can transpose into a 
favourable ending. 

15. 'ii'd3! 
This idea was logically prepared by White's  
preceding play. The features of the pawn 

structure on the queenside allow him to 
plan new gains on this part of the board. 

15. l:fc8 
16. l:fcl 'ii'xd3 
17. cxd3 g6 

The light-square bishop 'wakes up' after 
1 7  . . .  tbc5 1 8.tbxc5 dxc5 1 9.d6. 

18. l::tc3! 
A deeply conceived manoeuvre, inducing 
concessions. White opens the b-file and 
acquires a pawn armada in the centre. 

18. I:.xc3 
19. bxc3 l:.c8 
20. c4 e4 
21.  dxe4 l::txc4 
22. tbd2 l::tc2 
23. .td1 :c3 
24. 'it>fl tbc5 
25. .td4 .f:.d3 
26. .txc5 dxc5 

Smyslov' s  technique, as usual, is based on 
tactical nuances. If 26 . . .  :xd2, then 27 . .te3 
.l:.b2 28.llc l tbxe4 29.ltc8+ 'it>g7 30.i.d4+. 

27. 'it>e2 :xd2+ 
28. 'it>xd2 tbxe4+ 
29. 'it>c2 tbd6 

Black loses after 29 . . .  tbxf2 30 . .tf3 f5 
3 1. .Ub l .  

30. .te2 i.f6 
31.  l:tb1 �f8 
32. 'it>b3 �e7 
33. .td3 �d7 
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34. f4 1--0 i..xe5 22.fxe6 fxe6 23.ttlcl!. For the mo-
31 moves later ment he is forced to reply with the only 

moves. 
T .Horvath - I.Dorfman 

Lvov 1 984 

1 .  e4 c5 
2. ttltJ d6 
3. d4 cxd4 
4. - ttlxd4 ttlf6 
5. ttlc3 a6 
6. i..g5 ttlc6 
7. 'ilfd2 e6 
8. 0--0--0 h6 
9. i..e3 i..e7 
10. f4 ttlxd4 
1 1 .  i.xd4 b5 
12. 'ii'e1 .i.b7 

Q 1  

In this position, which must be regarded as 
a critical one, in the quest for the initiative 
White gives up his bishop. He tries to ex
ploit the dynamic weakness of the oppo
nent's king. 

13. i..xf6 
14. e5 
15. f5 

i..xf6 

i..e7 

A typical Sicilian situation. Black is hoping 
to endure bad times, in order to win in the 
endgame. It would appear that on this occa
sion his risk is excessive, since 1 5  . . .  d5 runs 
into 1 6.'ii'g3 i..h4 1 7.'ii'xg7 'ii'g5+ 1 8 .'ii'xg5 
i..xg5+ 1 9 .�b l i..f4 20.l:te l :tg8 2 1 .ttle2 

15. 
16. 'ii'e2 
17. fxe6 

i..h4 
0--0 

An undoubted success for Black! The op
ponent rejects 1 7 .f6. Neither I, nor he saw 
any direct threats after 1 7  . . .  gxf6 1 8 .'ii'g4+ 
i.g5+ 1 9.�b l f5 20.'ii'g3 �h7 2 l .h4 i..e7 
22.exd6 i..f6. 

17. 
18. �b1 
19. 'ii'g4 

19. • •• 

'ii'g5+ 
'ii'xe5 

'ii'g5 



88 THE CRITICAL MOMENT 

Unexpectedly the endgame has become a 
reality. If White avoids the exchange, than 
after 20.'ii'h3 l:lae8 2 1 .exf7+ (he loses after 
2 1 .�xd6 fxe6 22 . .l::txe6? ii.c8) 2 L.  . .:xf7 
22J:hd6 ii.c8 23 .'ii'd3 l:lel + 24.tLldl ii.g4 
he is unable to set up a defensive line. 

20. ii.e2 "ifxg4 
21.  ii.xg4 ii.xg2 
22. .l::thg1 i.b7 
23. �xd6 ii.f2 
24. ext7+ .l:.xt7 
25. .l:.gd1 i.c5 
26. lld7 :es 
27. a3 g6 

Everything proceeds according to a familiar 
scenario. After consolidating his position, 
Black activates his majority on the king
side. Already here it can be ascertained that 
White 's plan has failed. 
28.b4 i.f8 29.lit1d3 l:itxd7 30.i.xd7 l:itel+ 
31.'�b2 h5 32.�b3 g5 33.a4 bxa4+ 
34.i.xa4 l:ith1 35.h3 i.c8 36�g3 i.e6+ 
37.�b2 l:itxh3 38.litxg5+ i.g7 39.l:tc5 h4 
40.i.c6 i.d4 41 . .ib7 l:txc3 0--1 

A.Karpov - S.Dolmatov 
Amsterdam 1 980 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 

With his last move 1 9.h3 White has pre
pared the exchange of bishops. The world 
champion was especially dangerous in this 
type of position. 

In the battle against a bishop pair you 
should play on squares of the colour of 
your remaining bishop. As a consequence 
of this strategy, the favourable queen + 
knight tandem often arises. 
The following variation clearly illustrates 
Black's  difficulties : 1 9  . . .  'irb7 20.i.g4 ii.f7 
2 1 .h4 ii.h6 22.lLlxf6+ gxf6 23 .i.c8+. 

19. �h8 
Black accepts the inevitable. He completely 
concedes control of the light squares to his 
opponent. 
Perhaps he should have tried 1 9  . . .  g6 
20 . .ig4 f5 2 1 .i.xf5 (2 1 .exf5 gxf5 22.i.xf5 
l:itxf5 23 .tLle3 'ifg7) 2 l . . .gxf5 22.'ii'xg5+ 
�h8 with counterplay for the sacrificed 
pawn. After all, from a practical viewpoint 
it is important to improve your chances of 
success. 

20. i.g4 lUeS 
21 .  .txe6 "ifxe6 
22. "it'd3 1!c5 
23. tLlc2 g6 
24. b4 axb4 
25. tLlcxb4 I:.b7 
26. a4 bxa4 
27. .l:.xa4 f5 
28. l:ita6 

Karpov has set up an absolutely impregna
ble position. 
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28. ttlc8 
29. .l:.a8 <Jl;g7 
30. 'iie2 fxe4 
31.  'ii'xe4 'ii'fS 
32. 'ii'e2 .lilt7 
33. c4 ..th4 
34. :n ttle7 
35. .l::ta6 'ii'd7 
36. 'iie4 lLlxdS 
37. lLlxdS 

ea 
7 

5 
4 
3 

Now, without any hindrance, White can 
exploit the enemy king's  insecure shelter, 
relying on his powerful queen + knight tan
dem. 

37. ..te7 
38. l::tfa1 ..tf8 
39. 'ife2 :c6 
40. ll6a3 :cs 
41.  .l::tt3 �xt3 
42. 'ifxt3 

The exchange of rooks has eliminated an 
important defender of the king, and now 
White begins the decisive assault. 
42 . . .  'iit7 43.'ifg4 hS 44.l!Ve4 l:;lc8 4S • .l:i[a3 
'iffS 46.l:ta7+ <Ji;b6 47.'ii'e3+ gS 48.'ii'e2 
l:tb8 49.g4 hxg4 50.hxg4 'Wbl+ 51.<Ji;g2 
l:.b7 52 . .l::txb7 'ifxb7 53.'ii't3 'ii'c8 54.'ii'f6+ 
�h7 55.'ii't7+ 
1-0 

I.Dorfman - A.Khalifman 
Bundesliga 200 1 

1.  d4 ttlf6 
2. c4 e6 
3. ttlc3 ..tb4 
4. e3 0--0 
5. ..td3 dS 
6. a3 ..txc3+ 
7. bxc3 dxc4 
8. i.xc4 c5 
9. ttlt3 'ii'c7 

A subtle manoeuvre, forcing the bishop to 
occupy an unfavourable position, since if 
1 0  . ..td3 there follows 1 0  . . .  cxd4 1 1 .cxd4 
'iVc3+. 

10. ..ta2 ttlbd7 
11 .  0--0 b6 
12. 'ii'e2 ..tb7 
13. ..tb2 

A critical moment. Up till now the play of 
both sides can be considered logical. White 
has prepared 14 .ttld2. Subsequently he will 
try to place his pawns on f3 and e4 and to 
create play on the dark squares. 

13. cxd4 
The play followed a similar scenario in the 
later game Milov-Adams, European Team 
Championship, Leon 200 1 :  1 3  . . .  �fe8 
14  . .lilac l h6 1 5  . .l::r.fd 1 l:tac8 1 6.h3 ..tc6 
1 7 .ttlh2 'iib7 1 8 .f3 
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ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 

1 8  . . .  cxd4 1 9.cxd4 .i.d5 20.-i.bl b5 2 l .e4 
l:txc l 22.l:txc l .i.c4 23.'ife3 'ifb6 24.<iti>f2 
..,8 25.f4 lDb6 26.lDf3 lDfd7 27.g4 lDf8 
28 .l:lgl f6 29.h4 lDg6 30.-i.c l e5 3 l .dxe5 
fxe5 32.f5 lDf4 33 .l:te l .f:.d8 34.g5 hxg5 
35 .hxg5 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 

35  . . .  .i.d3 36 . .i.a2+ .i.c4 37.-i.b l  .i.d3 
38  . .i.a2+ Yl-Yl, where Black skilfully built 
up counterplay on the light squares .  

14. cxd4 .i.d5 
A multi-purpose exchange. Black extends 
his presence on the light squares and at 
the same time aims to create the favour
able queen + knight tandem. 

15. .i.xd5 exd5 
16. l:r.fcl 'ifb7 

Beginning from this moment, White must 
act dynamically. 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 

17. a4 
18. lDe5 
19. llxcl 
20. l:txc8+ 
21.  h3 
22. 'ifb5 

lUeS 
l:.xcl+ 
:cs 
'ii'xc8 
h6 

A critical moment. The exchange of 
queens is threatened, after which Black 
will lose his static trumps. The former 
world champion acts irreproachably, dem
onstrating a subtle feeling for the dynamics 
of the struggle. 

22. lDxe5 
23. dxe5 lDe4 
24. 'ifxd5 'ii'c2 
25. <iti>h2 lDg5 

25 . . .  'ifxb2 26.'ifa8+ <iti>h7 27.'ifxe4+. 
26. f4 'ii'xb2 

Black has calculated a drawing variation, 
and he naturally avoids 26 . . .  lDe6 27 . .i.d4 
'ifxa4 28.f5 lDxd4 29.'ifd8+ <iti>h7 30.exd4. 

27. fxg5 hxg5 
28. e6 

White has to reconcile himself to the in
evitable draw, since after 28 .'ifd8+ <iti>h7 
29.'ifxg5 'ifb3 30.'ifh4+ <iti>g8 3 l .'ifd4 a6 
there is no question of him standing better. 

28. fxe6 
29. 'ifxe6+ <iti>h7 
30. e4 Yz-Yz 
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R.Kazimdzhanov - I.Dorfman 
Bundesliga 2002 

1. e4 e6 
2. d4 d5 
3. ltlc3 dxe4 
4. ltlxe4 lL'ld7 
5. ltlf3 ltlgf6 
6. ltlxf6+ ltlxf6 
7. c3 c5 

Black probably suffers here because of his 
last move, and this is quite logical. White 
has no enduring advantage, and his only 
chance involves playing to exploit his lead 
in development. Therefore the correct move 
is the restrained 7 . . .  1Le7, which can lead to 
interesting complications after: 
A) 8 .1Ld3 0--0 9.0--0 b6 1 0.'ife2 1Lb7 
1 1 .1Lf4 c5 ( l l . . .'ifc8) 1 2.dxc5 bxc5 
1 3 .1lfdl  'ifb6 14 .ltle5 l:.ad8 1 5 .i.g3 1La8 
1 6.ltlc4 'ii'c6 1 7.f3 :ds 1 8 .ltle5 �-�. 
A.Sokolov-Dorfman, French Team Cham
pionship, Reims 2002; 
B) 8 .g3 1Ld7 9.ltle5 1Lc6 1 0.ltlxc6 'ii'd5 
l l .'ifb3 bxc6 1 2  . .l:.g l 'ifd7 1 3 .i.c4 ( 1 3 .1Lg2 
0--0 1 4.'ifa4 ltld5) 1 3  . . .  0--0. 

8. ltles a6 
9. 'ifa4+ 

An incorrect evaluation of the endgame 
position with two bishops. The refutation 
consists in 9.1Le3 ! cxd4 1 0.1Lxd4 ltld7 
( 1 0  . . .  b5 l l .a4 b4 1 2 .ltlc6 'iic7 1 3 .ltlxb4 
1Lb7 14.a5) l l .'ii'h5 ltlxe5 1 2.i.xe5 'ifd5 
1 3 .l:.dl 'ife4+ 1 4.i.e2 g6 1 5 .f3 ! 'ife3 
1 6.1Lf6 i.e7 1 7 .'ii'h4 1Lxf6 1 8 .'iixf6 0--0 
1 9.h4±. 

9. 
10. ltlxd7 
1 1 .  'ii'xd7+ 
12. dxc5 
13. 1Le2 

1Ld1 
'ii'xd7 
..txd7 
1Lxc5 

The chances are also equal after 1 3 .i.d3 
l':thd8 1 4  . ..te2 ..te7 1 5 .i.c2 h6 ( 1 5  . . .  l:.d5 
1 6.1Lf4 g5 1 7 .c4 lld4 1 8 .1Lxg5 l:.g4) 1 6.h3 
:td5 . 

13. l:thd8 
14. a4 

14. aS 
An important moment. Black begins play 
aimed at exchanging the dark-square bish
ops. Naturally, it is useful for him to fix the 
opponent' s  pawns on light squares. 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a 

15. i.f4 ..te7 
16. i.f3 l:td7 
17. 0-0 :adS 
18. �fe1 h6 
19. h4 ltldS 
20. 1Lg3 

c e 

20. i.d6 

g 

The concluding manoeuvre of Black's  
strategic plan. It  is based on the tactical 
variation 2 l .i.xd5 1Lxg3 22.i.xe6 1Lxf2+, 
when he has no problems in the rook end-
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ing. 20 . . .  g5 2 l .hxg5 hxg5 22.c4 tbb6 
23 .:es ..td4 was also worth considering. 

21.  ..txd6+ l:.xd6 
22. g3 Yz-Yz 
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Simultaneous of Iossif Dorfman 

Victor Korchnoi - Iossif Dorfman 



MODIFICATION OF THE PAWN STRUCTURE 95 

3. MODIFICATION OF THE 
PAWN STRUCTURE 

It would be naive to expect that the analysis 
of a position can be exhausted by the study 
of only one of its strategic elements. 
In this chapter the evolution of the pawn 
structure is presented as the main factor. Its 
role is hard to over-estimate, since it influ
ences the king's position, the power of 
the pieces (and even frequently deter
mines it), the evaluation of the endgame, 
and so on. 
The accent is placed on the evolution of the 
type of centre and on possible break
throughs. The ability to transform a closed 
or semi-open position into an open one be
came a skill in the Staunton era, and it re
mains this even today. 
From this point of view, the Makogonov
Botvinnik game (p.97) is completely para
doxical ! 
On the other hand, it is surprising how a 
seemingly unprepossessing move (such as 
a2-a3 in the game Dorfman-Verdier, p. 1 02) 
can have such destructive consequences. 
In the pages of this chapter the reader will 
be able to sense under what conditions the 
search for compensation for a damaged 
pawn structure in one of the upper rungs 
of the descending scale is the correct strat
egy. And, obviously, what are the dangers 
of inactive play in such a situation. 

L.Polugayevsky - M.Herink 
Marianske Lazne 1 959 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

Q 1 
"""'""--:�='--:-

This is a position that often arises in the 
variation of the Nimzo-Indian Defence with 
4.tLlge2. 
White his last manoeuvre 1 8  . . .  i.c7 Black 
has prepared an attack on the opponent's  
king by li'd6. The static evaluation is ad
vantageous to him: 
• 

1 .  + 2. = 3. ;!;; 4. + 
The Russian grandmaster makes a timely 
breakthrough in the centre. 

19. e4 dxe4 
20. fxe4 tLlgxe4 

The decisive mistake. Black could have 
fought on with 20 . . .  h6, although even in 
this case White has an undisputed advan
tage. 

21.  tLlxe4 tLlxe4 
22. tLlc3 f5 

The counter-attacking attempt 22 . . .  'ifd6 
was insufficient in view of 23.  'ifxe4 'ii'h2+ 
24:;t>f2 i.g3+ 25 .'it>f3 f5 26.'ii'f4. 

23. tLlxe4 fxe4 
24. i.c4+ <it>h8 

After 24 . . .  i.e6 25 .'ii'xe4 ltfe8 26JHel 
Black would have come under a mortal pin. 

25. 'ii'xe4 (D) i.d6 
26. l:.xf8+ 'ii'xf8 
27. :n 'ii'e7 
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Position after 25. Wfxe4 

27 .. .'ikd8 would have lost quickly to 
28 . ..tg5 'ifd7 29 . .td3 g6 30 . ..tf6+. 

0 

28. 'ifxe7 ..txe7 
29. l:te1 1--0 

Em.Lasker - J.Capablanca 
Havana (nV1 0) 1 92 1  

8 

6 
5 
4 

Usually in this type of position the static 
evaluation suggests an advantage for Black 
due to the pawn structure: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. + 4. + 

The dynamic candidate moves here are 
1 7  . ..txf6 and 1 7  . ..txd5 . Let us study the 
first possibility: 
1 7  . ..txf6 ..txf6 ( 1 7 . . .  lLlxf6 leads to disaster 
after 1 8 .lLlg6 l:tfe8 i 9.litxe6 fxe6 20 . ..txe6+ 
�h7 2 1 .lLlf8+ �h8 22.'ii'h7+ lLlxh7 23 .lLlg6 
mate) 1 8  . ..txd5 exd5 1 9.'iff5 .tc6 20.lLlg4 
..tgS 2 1 .f4 g6 22.i¥e5 l::tce8 23 .lLlf6+ .txf6 
24.i¥xf6. 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 

1 

Now the static evaluation is inclined in fa
vour of White: 

1 .  ± 2. ;t 3. = 4. ;t 
To neutralise this superiority Black should 
exchange the queens, and after 24 . . .  'ili'd8 ! 
25.'ifxd8 .l:.xd8. 26.�e7 .l:.fe8 27.l:tde 1 �f8 
a draw becomes inevitable. 
The game continued as follows: 

17. ..txd5? 
After this move, which simplifies the posi
tion, all the danger for Black disappears and 
he firmly seizes the initiative. 

17. lLlxd5 
18. ..txe7 lLlxe7 
19. 'ifb3 ..tc6 

1 9  . . .  .ta6 was also quite solid. 
20. lLlxc6 bxc6 

White ' s  weaknesses are more susceptible to 
attack. Thanks to rather sluggish play by 
Lasker, the Cuban grandmaster was able to 
convert his superiority. 
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0 

Position after 20 . . .  bxc6 

Recently I became interested in a position 
from the following game. 

M.Makogonov - M.Botvinnik 
1 2th USSR Championship, Moscow 1 940 

0 

It is undoubtedly a critical one, since White 
has to make up his mind regarding a modi
fication of the pawn structure and a possi
ble exchange of pieces. 
The static evaluation is positive for Black: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. =+= 4. =+= 
Makogonov's  direct 16.tbe5 does nothing 
to change the character of the play, since 
after Botvinnik's  reply 16 ..• 'ii'e8 White's  
dynamic possibilities are exhausted. 

He missed the excellent idea 1 6  . .l:.ae l .  This 
move exposes the weakness of the bishop at 
e7. Now White's  idea is to break through 
with 1 7 .e4 cxd4 1 8.exf5 .  The lack of coor
dination between the black pieces prevents 
him from successfully setting up a defen
sive line: 
A) 1 6  .. Jitce8 1 7.e4 cxd4 1 8 .e5 tbh5 1 9.g4; 
B) 1 6  . . .  .i.d6 1 7.e4 cxd4 1 8.e5 ; 
C) 1 6  . . .  .i.d8 1 7 .f4 J..xg2 1 8.'ifxg2 (D) 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 

In this last variation White's  chances are 
'only' clearly better. 

A.Ziochevsky - G.Laketic 
Italy 1 999 

1. d4 d5 
2. c4 dxc4 
3. tbf3 tbf6 
4. tbc3 c5 
5. d5 e6 
6. e4 exd5 (D) 

According to modem theory White should 
aim for the initiative in the irrational com
plications after 7.e5 tbfd7 8 . .i.g5 , but one 
has to be a great optimist to choose this 
continuation without thorough preparation. 
Thus in the variation 8 . . . f6 9. 'ii'xd5 fxg5 
1 O.i.xc4 White sacrifices a piece, with 
consequences that are hard to forecast. 
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0 

Position after 6 . . .  exd5 

7. exd5 
Here the blockade offsets the protected 
passed pawn and Black maintains the dy
namic balance. 

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
1 1 . 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 

a4 
i.xc4 
0-0 
h3 
'iVxf3 
i.g5 
i.h4 
'ife2 
i.xf6 
lbe4 
lbxd6 
l:.fe1 

a6 
i.d6 
0-0 
i.g4 
i.xf3 
lbbd7 
h6 
lbe5 
lbg6 
'ifxf6 
'ife5 
'ifxd6 

At the end of a series of forced moves the 
game reaches a critical point. 
The static evaluation depends on the 
tandems. Thus if Black can get rid of the 
rooks, his superiority will become clear. 
In the variation 1 9  . .  Jbc8 20 . .li:ta3 'i:.c7 
2 1 .l:.e3 White squeezes the maximum out 
of the position, but the opponent maintains 
the balance by continuing 2 1 . . .  b5 22.axb5 
axb5 23.i.xb5 'iVxd5 . 
A similar idea simplifies the play after the 
immediate break 1 9  . . .  b5 20.axb5 axb5 
2 1 .lha8 lha8 22.i.xb5 'ifxd5 . 

• 

19. lbf4? 
20. 'ii'e4 l:tab8 
21.  a5 

Usually in chess the defensive resources are 
very great. However, situations occur 
where simple inaccuracies lead to disaster. 
White has the better ending thanks to the 
immunity of his d-pawn and the weakness 
of the opponent' s  queenside, and after the 
following inappropriate reply Black's posi
tion deteriorates.  
21. . .  b5? 22.axb6 l:!xb6 23.b3 .l:td8 24.l:r.e3 
'ii'b8 25.ltf3 lbg6 26.lte1 :d7 27.'iVg4 
'i¥d8 28.life3 �h7 29.l:ie8 "ilc7 30.h4 l:.e7 
31 .lt8xe7 lbxe7 32.'i!i'e4+ 1-0 

E.Arlandi - G.Borgo 
Italian Championship 1 998 

1. d4 
2. c4 
3. lbc3 
4. e3 
5. lbf3 
6. iVc2 
7. b3 
8. i.e2 (D) 

d5 
e6 
c6 
lbf6 
lbbd7 
i.d6 
0-0 

At the present time in this theoretical posi
tion the continuation 8 . . .  b6 9.0-0 i.b7 
1 0.i.b2 c5 l l .cxd5 exd5 12 .:ad l .l:i[c8 
1 3 .dxc5 bxc5 1 4.lbh4 g6 1 5 .lbf3 'i¥e7 
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I 6JHel a6 1 7 .h3 �fd8 is becoming in- 17. i.xf3 
creasingly popular. Here or on the next move 1 7  . . .  'ii'c7 came 

1 

Position after 8 • .1.e2 

8. 'fie7 
9. 0--0 l:te8 
10. .l:td1 b6 
1 1 .  e4 lbxe4 
12. lbxe4 dxe4 
13. 'ti'xe4 i.b7 
14. lbe5 lDf6 
15. 'ti'e3 

A logical idea, ensuring the exchange of 
bishops on the long diagonal. 

15. c5 
16. 1Lb2 �ac8 
17. 1Lf3 

into consideration. 

0 

18. 'ii'xf3 1Lxe5 
19. dxe5 lbd7 
20. l::td6 lDf8 
21. �ad1 .li:r.ed8 

The end of a series of forced moves. Even 
visually White ' s  advantage is undisputed. 
But is it static? In fact, after the exchange 
of rooks Black will acquire the queen + 
knight tandem, which is advantageous in 
view of the fixed pawn structure. 
As a consequence of this, White should 
seek an advantage in the first element of the 
descending scale. It seems to me that the 
demands of the position are met by 22.'ii'g4 
lbg6 (22 . .  Jitd7 23 .h4 �cd8 24.h5) 23.g3 
l:txd6 24.exd6 'ii'd7 25 .h4. Here the static 
weakness of the black king comes to the 
fore. 

22. g3 
A loss of time and the first false step. 

22. �xd6 
23. exd6 'it'd7 
24. 'ii'g4 

Here the advance of the h-pawn does not 
bring any appreciable dividends after 24.h4 
f6 25 .h5 h6. 

24. e5 
25. 'iie4 f6 
26. a3 aS 
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27. i.c3 

28. f4? 
Another conceptual mistake at a critical 
point of the game. It is pointless for White 
to weaken the static position of his king. 
The other dynamic try 28 .d7 �d8 
(28 . . .  lbxd7 29.'ilb7 .l:td8 30.'flc7 'fle7 
3 l .b4) 29.'ii'c6 l:.xd7 30.�d5 was appropri
ate and timely. White could also have se
riously considered the exchange of queens 
after 28.'ii'd5 'it'xd5 29.:xd5 �n 30.f4. 

28. exf4 
29. 'fixf4 lbd7 
30. .li:[e1 l:Ie8 
31. .li:r.xe8+ 'ii'xe8 
32. 'ii'f5 lbf8 
33. �f2 'it'e6 

34. 'ii'd3? 
With such a staticaUy weak king White 
should have tried to save the game in the 
minor piece ending by 34.'fixe6+ lbxe6 
35 .'it>f3 f5 36.g4 :  
A) 36 . . .  fxg4+ 37.�xg4 g6 38 .<it>f3 �n 
39.'iiie4 �e8 40.�d5 <it>d7 4 I .i.e5 (4 l .b4 
axb4 42 .axb4 lbf4+ 43 .�e4 lbe2); 
B) 36 . . .  g6 37.gxf5 gxf5 . 
34 ••• lbd7 35.�g2 h6 36.b4 axb4 37.axb4 
cxb4 38.i.xb4 �f7 39.'flc2 'fle5 40.h4 
'ifd4 41.'ii'f5 lbe5 42.'fih5+ g6 43.'ii'xh6 
'ii'e4+ 44.�g1 'flhl+ 45.�g2 'ii'e4+ 
46.�g1 'ii'bl+ 47.�g2 'fixb4 48.'ifh7+ 
�e6 49.'ii'g8+ �f5 50.'fld5 'ii'c5 51 .g4+ 
�xg4 52.'iie6+ f5 0-1 

A.Onischuk - O.Cvitan 
Yerevan (Olympiad) 1 996 

The position of the black king looks solid 
and the static evaluation confirms the visual 
assessment: 

1 .  + 2. ;!; 3. ;!; 4. = 

The material balance in this situation 
depends on the pawn structure and the 
presence of the queens on the board. I 
consider the general strategic course for 
Black to be to keep the queens on, and to 
aim to fix the pawn structure and exchange 
the dark-square bishops (and, as a conse
quence, acquire the favourable queen + 
knight tandem). 
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24 . . .  b4 ! 25.a4 'ifa5 26.b3 c4 can be recom
mended. Black has no problems, but the 
same cannot be said about his opponent, 
since 27.l:.dl runs into the piece sacrifice 
27 . . .  cxb3 28 .l:.xd4 b2. 
However, the Croatian grandmaster chose 

24. c4? 
This ill-considered decision leads to a dete
rioration of Black's  position. 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 

1 

25. 'iffl c3 
26. b4 'ifc4 
27. .i.d3 'ifd5 
28. 'ii'g2 f5 
29. exf6 .i.xf6 
30. 'ifxd5 l:.xd5 
31 .  'ltg2 

The situation has changed radically. With 
the disappearance of the queens the ques
tion of the kings' protection is no longer 
relevant, and it has also become impossible 
for Black to create the queen + knight tan
dem. From now on the pawn structure is 
liable to evolve advantageously for White 
and the role of the bishops has increased 
greatly. The static evaluation has become 
favourable for White in all the elements and 
Black is no longer able to create a critical 
position. The Ukrainian grandmaster won 
on the 48th move. 

. .  

M.Gurevich - R.Ponomariov 
Belfort 1 998 

1 .  c4 e6 
2. d4 d5 
3. tLlc3 c5 
4. cxd5 exd5 
5. ttJf3 tLlc6 
6. g3 tLlf6 
7. .i.g2 .i.e7 
8. 0-0 0--0 
9. .i.g5 cxd4 
10. tLlxd4 h6 
11 .  .i.e3 .l:.e8 
12. .l::tcl .i.g4 
13. h3 .i.e6 
14. 'lth2 'ti'd7 
15. ttJxc6 bxc6 
16. tLla4 .i.f5 
17. i.c5 .i.d8 
18. i.d4 tLle4 
19. e3 .i.e7 
20. tLlc5 

• 

t 

A critical variation of the Tarrasch Defence 
has been played. Black has to make up his 
mind about an exchange. Since the static 
evaluation is disastrous for him, his coun
terplay must be directed against the white 
king. 

20. i.xc5 
21.  i.xc5 'ifb7 
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22. ..td4 
22 .... d4 ltJg5 23 .h4 ltJe6 24 .• d2 a5 25 .b3 
�5 26 . ..td4 came seriously into con
sideration. 

22. aS 
23. 'ifa4 ..td7 
24. 'ii'c2 .l::tac8 
25. f3 

At the present moment it is important to 
find the best square for the knight. It can go 
to d6, in order to then increase the pressure 
on the e3 and g3 squares. But probably 
Black should have acted in the spirit of this 
dynamic opening with 25 . . .  c5 26.fxe4 
(26 . ..txg7 ltJxg3 27.�xg3 �xg7 28.'Wc3+ 
f6 29.�h2 'ii'b4 demands of White a certain 
accuracy) 26 . . .  cxd4 27.'ilf2 ..tb5 28 .l:txc8 
.li:r.xc8 29.:dl dxe3 30.'ilxe3 dxe4 3 1 ..i.xe4 
..tc6 and the white king is in danger. I as
sume that the Ukrainian player did not want 
to allow the exchange sacrifice after 
26 . ..txg7 lbxg3 27 . ..txh6 lbxfl + 28 . .li:r.xfl , 
but in the final position Black's  chances 
seem to me to be better. 

25. ltJg5 
26. h4 ltJe6 
27. ..tc3 a4 
28. f4 c5 

The battle has reached its height. Black 
strengthens his pawn structure and simulta
neously prepares to bring his bishop onto 
the long diagonal. 

0 

29. f5 
One could have expected of White the more 
ambitious 29.'ii'd2, but analysis shows that 
after 29 . . .  ..tc6 (29 . . .  ltJc7 30 . ..te5) 30.:5 
lbc7 Black maintains the balance in all 
variations: 
A) 3 1 ..i.a5 lba6 32.f6 d4 33 . ..txc6 .li:r.xc6 
34.exd4 'ifb5 35 .:cel .l:txe l 36J:he l l:txf6 
37 .d5 (37 . .i.c3 l:td6 38.�e4 cxd4 39.ltxd4 
l::te6=) 37 . . .  l:td6 38.a3 c4 39.l:tdl 'ii'e8 
40.'ifc2 'ifb5 and the two players have to 
repeat moves; 
B) 3 1 .f6 g6 (3 1 . . .liJe6? 32.fxg7 d4 33 .exd4 
..txg2 34 .• xh6 lbxg7 35 .d5 f6 36.�xg2 
'ii'xd5+ 37 .<;t>gl .l:te2 38 .�f2 :xf2 
39.<;t>xf2±) 32.e4 (32.i..a5 ltJe6 and Black 
has the prospect of a counterattack on the 
light squares) 32 . . .  <;t>h7 33 .h5 d4 34.hxg6+ 
fxg6 35  . ..ta5 lbe6= . 

29. liJd4 
30. exd4 cxd4 
31.  'i!i'd2 dxc3 
32. bxc3 

Things would have been rather more diffi
cult for Black after 32.:xc3 .ib5 33 .:xc8 
(the forcing variation 33 . .ixd5 ..,d7 34.:f2 
.li:r.xc3 35 .bxc3 l:r.d8 36 . .l:tf4 i..c6 37  . .ixf7+ 
<;t>xt7 38 . .li:r.d4 'iie7 39 . .li:r.xd8 ..,e4 40.�gl 
'ii'h l +  4 1 .'it>f2 'ii'g2+ 42.<;t>e l 'ii'h l+  leads 
only to perpetual check) 33 . . .  'ii'xc8 34.:f2 
..tc4 35 .f6 ..txa2 36.fxg7 'ii'e6. 

32. 1rb5 
The position is completely equal. The fol
lowing moves were of little interest and not 
at all obligatory. 
33 . .l:tf2 d4 34.cxd4 libel 35.'ii'xcl l:te2 
36Jbe2 'ii'xe2 37.a3 ..txf5 38.'ii'c6 �h7 
39.'ii'f3 'ifxf3 40 • ..txf3 ..td7 41.<;t>g2 �g6 
42 . ..td5 f5 43.'it>f3 Yz--Yz 

I.Dorfman - P. Verdier 
France 1 997 

1 .  liJf3 
2. c4 
3. ltJc3 

liJf6 
c5 
e6 
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4. g3 b6 
5. .tg2 .tb7 
6. 0-0 .te7 
7. b3 0-0 
8. .tb2 d6 
9. e3 l£)bd7 

Here 9 . . .  !£)e4 seems sounder. 

0 

10. d4 cxd4 
11 .  exd4 d5 
12. l£)e5 l::r.c8 
13. �cl :e8 
14. I!e1 t'£)f8 

White has harmoniously deployed his 
forces, but the static evaluation is still ad
vantageous to his opponent: 

1'. = 2. = 3. + 4. + 
The dynamic continuations 1 5 .g4 l£)g6 
1 6.g5 l£)d7 1 7.cxd5 l£)dxe5 and 1 5 .!£)a4 
l£)8d7 1 6.!£)xd7 'ii'xd7 1 7  .c5 i.c6 do not 
bring any particular dividends. 

15. a3 
White begins carrying out the plan of modi
fying the pawn structure by a2-a3 , b3-b4 
and c4-c5 .  

15. i.a6? 
The opponent falls into a tactical trap. 
1 5  . . .  i.a8 was more tenacious, although 
analysis shows that even in this case White 
has a considerable advantage. He can 

choose 1 6.cxd5, forcing the reply 
1 6  . . .  exd5 , since after 1 6  . . .  !£)xd5 1 7 .!£)xd5 
.txd5 1 8 Jixc8 'ii'xc8 19 .i.xd5 exd5 
20.'iff3 'ife6 2 I .l£)d3 'iVd7 22.!£)f4 litd8 
23 .!£)xd5 Black is lost. 

16. cxd5 
17. l£)xd5 
18. �xc8 
19. l£)c6 
20. i.xd5 
21.  i.g2 

exd5 
l£)xd5 
.txc8 
'ild6 
l£)e6 

and White converted his advantage. 

0 

T.Petrosian - G.Pfeiffer 
Leipzig (Olympiad) 1 960 

I am always happy to present examples 
from Tigran Petrosian' s  games, since he 
had an excellent feeling for dynamic play. 
The static evaluation demands dynamic 
action of White: 

1. = 2. = 3. + 4. + 
The candidate moves 12 .!£)e5 and 1 2.d5 
suggest themselves. After 1 2 .d5 ! exd5 
1 3 .!£)xd5 (but not 1 3 .cxd5 b5 with active 
counterplay and the possibility of a block
ade by . . .  .td6) 1 3  . . .  !£)xd5 1 4.cxd5 .tf6 
1 5 .e4 .txb2 1 6.'it'xb2 0-0 1 7 .a4 (D) White 
has a clear advantage. 



1 04 THE CRITICAL MOMENT 

after 17.a4 

12. ltle5 cxd4 
Black rightly decides to get rid of the active 
enemy knight, since after 1 2  . . .  0--0 1 3 .l:.adl 
White's  pressure becomes threatening. 

13. exd4 ltlxe5 
14. dxe5 ltld7 
15. f4 ltlc5 
16. .i.e2 

16. g6? 
A serious mistake in a critical position. 
Black should have chosen between 1 6  . . .  :5 
1 7.exf6 .i.xf6 and 1 6  . . .  'ifc7 17 .l:!adl (after 
1 7 .f5 0--0---0 1 8 .fxe6 fxe6 1 9.l:!f7 ltlb3 ! !  
20.axb3 .i.c5+ 2 1 .%:tf2 l:thf8 22.l:!afl 'ifc6 
23 . .i.f3 l:!xf3 Black wins) 1 7  . . .  l:!d8 1 8 .f5 
( 1 8 .l:txd8+ runs into 18 . . .  <it>xd8 : 

Q 1 
a e g 

when the black king finds shelter on the 
queenside; I would venture to suggest that 
it was this reply that Petrosian missed) 
1 8  . . .  l:!xdl 1 9  . .i.xdl 0--0 20.f6 gxf6 2 1 .exf6 
.i.d6. 

7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

Q 1  

17. .l:tad1 "ilc7 

After a series of forced moves a critical 
position has been reached. On this occasion 
the static evaluation is catastrophic for 
White: 

1 .  + 2. = 3. + 4. + 
In such positions there should be no psy
chological problem over coming to a deci
sion. Remember that fortune favours the 
bold, and so, without hesitation: 

18. ltld5! exd5 
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19. cxd5 'it'c8 
20. e6 0-0 
21.  'ifc3 f6 
22. d6 tba4 

The end of a series of forced moves. White 
can go into a better ending after 23 .'ii'd4 
i..xd6 (23 . .  .'ifc6 24.i..f3 'ifxd6 25.J.xb7 
does not leave Black any hope) 24.'ifxa4 
i.c5+ 25.'iti?hl 'ifc6 26.'ifxc6 i..xc6. I sus
pect that Petrosian reached this position in 
his calculations before making his 1 8th 

move. Now it is possible to take a breather 
and clarify the specific nuances. 

23. 'it'xc8 l:tfxc8 
24. i..a1 :c2 

White also has a significant advantage after 
24 . . .  i..f8 25 .e7. 

25. dxe7 
26. l::td8+ 
27. .l:r.cl 
28. .l:lc7 
29. i.xf6 
30. i..g5+ 

:xe2 
<iti?g7 
:xe6 
<iti?h6 
i..e4 
1--0 

V.Kramnik - V.Ivanchuk 
Dortmund 1 997 

1 .  tiJfJ 
2. c4 
3. tbc3 
4. d4 
5. e3 
6. 'ifc2 

tiJf6 
c6 
d5 
e6 
tiJbd7 
b6 

A rare continuation. The Ukrainian grand
master is hoping for comfortable equality, 
since his position is free of any weaknesses. 
However, in such situations the possibility 
of an unfavourable type of centre should 
not be discounted . . .  

7. i.d3 
8. 0--0 
9. b3 
10. i..b2 

i..b7 

i..e7 
:c8 

The important alternative 1 0.'ife2 0-0 
I l .i..b2 c5 1 2  . .l:r.fdl  cxd4 1 3 .exd4 :e8 
14 .tbe5 dxc4 1 5 .bxc4 tbxe5 1 6.dxe5 tbd7 
1 7 .i..xh7+ <iti?xh7 1 8 .'it'd3+ <iti?g8 1 9.'ifxd7 
'ifxd7 20.l:r.xd7 J.a6 2 1 .1ha7 i.xc4 leads to 

a position where Black has compensation 
for his minimal material deficit. 

10. 0--0 
Ivanchuk decided on 1 0  . . .  c5 l l .cxd5 cxd4 
1 2.dxe6 dxc3 1 3 .exd7+ tbxd7 14 .i..xc3 
J.b4 1 5 .i.c4 i.xf3 1 6.gxf3 i..xc3 1 7 .'it'xc3 
'ii'g5+ 1 8 .<it>hl b5 1 9 .'ifa5 ! ,  as a result of 
which his position became hopeless. 

For the moment White has no static advan
tage and he can fight for one only by 

11 .  tbe5 c5 

12. :ad1 
An unsatisfactory alternative is 1 2 .cxd5 
cxd4 ( 1 2  . . .  exd5 1 3 .tbxd7±) 1 3 .tbxd7 (after 
1 3 .exd4 i.xd5 Black stands better) 
1 3  . . .  'it'xd7 1 4.dxe6 'ifc6-+. 
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12. cxd4 
13. exd4 dxc4 
14. bxc4 liteS 
15. f4 tbf8 
16. 'iVf2 tbg6 

After 1 6  . . .  .tb4 1 7 .f5 White has the initia
tive. 

17. 'it>h1 'i/c7 
1S. f5 tbxe5 
19. dxe5 'ifxe5 
20. tbd5 'ilxh2+ 
21.  'it>xh2 tbg4+ 
22. Wg1 tbxf2 
23. tbxe7+ 

Black's  position has become critical . 
Analysis. 

I.Dorfman - M.Godena 
Mondariz (Zonal Tournament) 2000 

1 .  tbf3 d5 
2. d3 g6 
3. tbbd2 .tg7 
4. e4 e5 

With White the Italian player invariably 
employs the fianchetto against the Pirc De
fence. Here, in aiming for a familiar set-up, 
he is forced to take an early walk with his 
queen. This affects the static evaluation, 
since after the unavoidable advance of 
Black's f-pawn his king is weakened. 

5. exd5 'it'xd5 

6. g3 
7. .tg2 
s. 0-0 
9. :et 
10. a4 

ll'lc6 
ll'lge7 
f6 
'ilti 

The tempting play against the black king, 
stuck for an instant in the centre, does not 
achieve the desired result after 1 0.b4 ll'lxb4 
l l ..ta3 ll'lbc6 ( l l . . .a5 1 2 .c3 ll'lxd3 1 3 .i:te3) 
1 2 .d4 0--0 1 3 .dxe5 fxe5. 

10. 
1 1 .  aS 
12. ll'le4 
13. 'ile2 
14. axb6 
15. c3 
16. h4 

0-0 
:bs 
.l:.dS 
b6 
axb6 
i.b7 
h5 

Black gives up the idea of playing f6-f5 . 
17. .te3 ll'lf5 
1S. 'ifc2 :as 
19. l:tad1 �d7 

The time has come to deprive Black of his 
only static advantage - by getting rid of the 
backward d-pawn. White could also have 
considered protracted manoeuvring, by re
treating his bishop to c l  and one of his 
knights to d2, and then playing b2-b4. 

20. d4 exd4 
21 .  tbxd4 ll'lcxd4 
22. .txd4 ll'lxd4 
23. cxd4 :adS 
24. ll'lxf6+ i.xf6 



MODIFICATION OF THE PAWN STRUCTURE 1 07 

25. .ltxb7 .ltxd4 
26. �g2 

White 's  position is somewhat better due to 
the difference in the degree of protection of 
the two kings. Severely short of time, 
Godena committed a number of inaccu
racies, which led to his defeat on the 49th 
move. 

I.Dorfman - L.Fressinet 
Nice 1 999 

This game was played in the last round of 
the traditional new year tournament and 
decided the destiny of the first prize. 

0 

1 .  ltJtJ d5 
2. d3 c5 
3. g3 g6 
4. i..g2 .ltg7 
5. 0-0 ltJc6 
6. . c4 e6 

A critical moment. If White simply de
velops, he risks ending up in a situation 
similar to the famous game Petrosian
Fischer, Match of the Century 1 970. 
Searching for dynamic play, I managed to 
find an unexpected manoeuvre. 

7. 'ii'c2 b6 
In the variations 7 . . .  dxc4 8.'ifxc4 and 7 . . .  d4 
8 .a3 a5 9.e3 Black is merely left to regret 
his 6th move . . .  

8. d4 
White changes the type of centre and firmly 
seizes the initiative. 

8. 
9. lbxd4 
9. ltJc3 

10. 
1 1 .  cxd5 
12. 'ifa4+ 

lLlxd4 
i..xd4 

.ltb7 
exd5 
�f8 

.. Possibly more tenacious was the defence 
l 

involving the return of the pawn after 
1 2  . . .  'ifd7 1 3 .'it'xd7+ �xd7 14.lLlxd5 . 

13. .l:.d1 ltJe7 
14. l:txd4 cxd4 
15. 'ifxd4 �g8 
16. .ltg5 h6 
17. .ltf6 �h7 

1 7  . . .  .l:lh7 is not a move that one takes se
riously, but nevertheless I will give one of 
the possible continuations: 1 8 .'ife5 
( 1 8.l:td l )  1 8  . . .  ltJc6 1 9.'ii'f4 g5 20.'ii'f3 'ifd6 
2 1 .lLlxd5 lbb4 22.lLle7+ 'iixe7 23 . .ltxe7 
.ltxf3 24 . .ltxf3 lLlc2 25.i..xa8 ltJxal 26 . .ltf6 
h5 27.b3 lLlc2 28.i..e4 lbb4 29 . .ltxh7+ 
�xh7 30 . .ltxg5 lLlxa2 3 I  . .ltd2.  

18.  i..xh8 'ii'xh8 
19. 'iff4 'ife8 
20. 'ifc7 .ltc6 
21.  .l:.d1 

And White soon converted his advantage. 
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T.Petrosian - V.Korchnoi 
Il Ciocco (m/6) 1 977 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

0 
a c e g 

A set-up typical of the Tarrasch Defence 
Deferred. The static evaluation is advanta
geous to Black thanks to the pawn struc
ture: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. + 4. + 
As the position simplifies the role of the 
queenside pawn majority will become 
more significant. After the series of forced 
moves 

15. d5 exd5 
16. exd5 tbf5 
17. tbe5 tbd6 

the following critical position was reached. 

Q 1 
a c e g 

The static evaluation has remained un
changed. White must continue playing 
dynamically. Thus the variation 1 8  . .tb3 
.l:.c8 1 9.tbc6 .txc6 20.dxc6 .l:.xc6 2 l ..ta4 
l:.c4 22 . .tb3 l:.c6 is inappropriate here. 
Petrosian exploits some tactical nuances. 

18. tbc6 .txc6 
This is sadly necessary. In the complica-
tions after 1 8  . . .  tbxc4 1 9.tbxd8 tbxd2 
20.tbxb7 tbc4 (20 . . .  l::tfb8 2 1 .lle7 'it>f8 22.d6 
tbc4 23.l::tc7+-) 2 l .d6 White retains his 
superiority. 

19. 
20 . 
21 .  

dxc6 
'ii'f4 
.l:.xd6 

tbxc4 
tbd6 

The former world champion has unblocked 
the position and acquired a substantial ad
vantage thanks to his powerful passed pawn 
and the possibility of an attack on the king. 

21.  1Wc7 
22. g3 h6 
23. 'ife5 .l::tac8 
24. 'ifd5 'itth7 
25. l:.e4 'ittg8 
26. <iii>g2 a6 

Now, when White' s  pieces have taken up 
active positions and are coordinating har
moniously, the time has come for him to set 
his sights on the enemy king. 
27.h4 b5 28.g4 'it>h7 29.:e2 'it>h8 30.g5 h5 
31J:td2 llfe8 32.'iff3 g6 33.l:.2d5 :rs 
34.l:.f6 'ife7 35.:d7 'ife8 36.1bg6 'ife5 
37.'ifxh5 mate 

T .Petrosian - B.Spassky 
Moscow 1 97 1  

(D) 
18. 'it>h8 

Black hopes to gain time by forcing the 
bishop to retreat and then establishing con
trol of the d5 square after 1 9  . . .  tbf6. The 
static evaluation is positive for him: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. + 4. + 
What should White do? His chances are 
associated with the temporary lack of coor
dination in the opponent' s  position, the 
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awkward position of the rook at a7 being 
especially noticeable. Petrosian makes use 
of a propitious moment to change the unfa
vourable course of the play. 

• 8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 

19. d5! exd5 
Black' s  position would also have been 
hopeless after 1 9  . . .  4Jxd5 20.4Jxd5 exd5 
2 I ..i.e3 4Jf6 22.a5 .lieS 23 .l:itxc5 ! ltJe4 
(23 . . .  bxc5 24 . .ltxc5 ltJe4 25 . .ltxf8 is unsat
isfactory for Black) 24.'iff3 ltJxc5 
25.4Jxf7+. 

20. .lte3 l:ita8 
Suicidal. But to make a fair assessment of 
this manoeuvre let us analyse the other de
fences: 
A) 20 . . .  .ltc5 2 1 .4Jxd5 (after 2 I ..i.xc5 bxc5 
22.4Je4 c4 23 .�xc4 Wi/e7 White loses mate
rial) 2 1 . . .4Jxd5 22.:xc5 bxc5 23.�xc5 and 
White regains the piece with an over
whelming position; 
B) 20 . . .  4Jf6 2 l .a5 �c5 22.4Ja4 ltJe4 
23 .'iif4 f6 24.axb6 fxe5 25 .'ifxe4 ! and 
Black is doomed. 

21.  4Jc4 4Jd6 
In any case a pawn is lost after 2 1 . . .�c5 
22.4Ja5 ! .  

22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 

�xb6 
4Ja5 
'ifxb8 
4Jxb7 

'ii'bs 
4Jf5 
l:laxb8 
.:txb7 

26. a5 
The rest is of little interest. White converted 
his advantage 1 3  moves later. 
In the following example we will study 
some instructive play by Fischer from the 
pinnacle of his career . 

V .Hort - R.Fischer 
Palma de Mallorca 1 970 

• 

. . This is a critical position, arising from the 
Closed Variation of the Sicilian Defence. 
At first sight White appears to have 
achieved much. He has the bishop pair and 
control of the weak b6 square. He only 
needs to carry out the series of moves 4Je3 , 
\i'a2 and c2-c3 for his advantage to become 
irreversible. 
The static evaluation suggests dynamic play 
on the part of Black: 

1. = 2. ;t 3. ;t 4. ;t 
Fischer's response is timely and highly ele
gant. 

16. c4! 
The other dynamic try 1 6  . . .  f5 was less ef
fective in view of 1 7 .f4, not allowing, of 
course, the counterattack with 1 7  . . .  f4. 

17. dxc4 
Forced, since otherwise after the exchange 
1 7  . . .  cxd3 the black knight becomes im
pregnable in the centre of the board. 
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17. 
18. i.e3 
19. .l:ta4 
20. i.xd4 
21.  'ika2 
22. c3 
23. b4 

ti:)eS 
ti:)xc4 
.l:Iac8 
i.xd4 
i.f6 
i.d8! 
i.f6 

The situation has changed radically. Thanks 
to the pawn structure it is now Black who 
has a static advantage, which he success
fully converted. 

Even a grandmaster of world class is not 
guaranteed against mistakes, associated 
with the evolution of a complicated pawn 

he can plan the exchange on c4 followed by 
e6-e5 . 

structure. The following game is a vivid 0 1 
demonstration of this. �"'--:��-=::�=-=::::::::-;=�....J 

U .Andersson - V .Hort 
Goteborg 1 97 1  

The static evaluation i s  advantageous to 
Black: 

1. + 2. = 3. = 4. + 
On the next move White can try l S .ti:)eS, 
leading to equality after 1 5  . . .  ti:)xe5 16.fxe5 
ti:)d7 1 7 .ti:)f3 f6. 
The most rigid play for Black is to main
tain the advantageous character of the 
game by 14 . .  .'ifd6 I S .:ad i g6 (D). Later 

14. ... c5 
14  . . .  e5 1 5 .fxe5 ti:)xe5 1 6 .ti:)f5 'ike6 (D), 
trying to underline the static weakness of 
the white king, deserves careful study. 

15. ti:)bS e5 (D) 
In my view, 1 5  . . .  a6 1 6.ti:)c3 dxc4 1 7 .bxc4 
e5 1 8 .fxe5 ti:)xe5 1 9.e4 l:tae8 20.ti:)d5 ti:)xd5 
2 l .cxd5 f5 was more in keeping with the 
character of the position. 
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0 

16. .li:[fe1 
The Czech grandmaster was probably 
hoping for favourable complications after 
1 6.lt:Jc7 exf4 ( 1 6  . . .  dxc4 1 7 .lt:Jxa8 cxd3 also 
looks good, with the initiative for the ex
change) 1 7 .lt:Jxa8 .l:.xa8 1 8 .e4 dxe4 1 9.dxe4 
lt:Jg4 with sufficient compensation (but on 
no account 1 9  . . .  lt:Jxe4? 20.l:tad1 f5 2 1 .�d5 
when the initiative is more important than 
the material). 
But now, when the opposing forces have 
come into open contact, it is increasingly 
difficult to rely on a static base. 
Even so . . .  
The static evaluation is still the same. In 
order to try and preserve it, let us consider 
1 6  . . .  .li:[ae8, 1 6  . . .  a6 and 1 6  . . .  dxc4. 
A) 1 6  . . .  .li:[ae8 1 7 .fxe5 lt:Jxe5 1 8 .lt:Jxe5 �xe5 
1 9 .lt:Jxa7 .li:[e7 20.lt:Jb5 .li:[fe8 with counter
play; 
B) 1 6  . . .  a6 : 
B 1 )  1 7 .lt:Jc3 exf4 ( 1 7  . . .  'ii'd6 1 8 .e4 d4 
1 9  .lt:Jd5 :ae8 20.lt:Jxf6+ 'Wxf6 2 1 .f5 .l::tb8 
22.g4) 1 8 .exf4 'ifxe2 with equality (or 
1 8  . . .  'ii'd6 1 9 .'ii'e7 'ifxf4 20.lt:Jxd5 lt:Jxd5 
2 1 .'ii'xd7 lt:Jb4 22.'ii'xb7 lt:Jxd3 23.�e4 
.l::tad8 as a try for an advantage); 
B2) 1 7 .lt:Jc7 dxc4 1 8 .lt:Jxa8 ( 1 8 .fxe5 cxd3 
1 9 .'Wd2 :adS is clearly bad for White) 
1 8  . . .  cxd3 1 9 .'Wd2 e4 and things are bad for 
White; 

C) 1 6  . . .  dxc4 1 7  .dxc4 a6 1 8 .lt:Jc3 .li:[fe8 
( 1 8  . . .  exf4 1 9 .exf4 'it'd6 20.'i!Vd2 leads to 
complete equality) 1 9 .e4 exf4 20.e5 lt:Jg4 
2 1 .lt:Jd5 'iid8 22.'ii'h2 'ifb8 with a clear ad
vantage to Black. 
Completely unexpectedly, Hort chooses a 
dynamic continuation, taking the play along 
other lines. 

16. e4?? 
An inexplicable manoeuvre for a grand
master of such calibre. The reader will 
probably accept my criticism after ana
lysing the evolution of the static evaluation: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 
The outcome of the game was decided 
within a few moves.  
17.dxe4 dxe4 18.lt:Jg5 .li:[fd8 19.l::tad1 lt:Jf8 
20.litxd8 l::txd8 21.:d1 h6 22.lt:Jh3 lt:Jg6 
23.g3 a6 24.l:txd8+ 'ifxd8 25.lt:Jc3 lt:Je7 
26.lt:Jf2 lt:Jf5 27.lt:Jfxe4 lt:Jxe4 28.lt:Jxe4 �e7 
29.�d3 and the Swedish player success
fully overcome the technical difficulties. 

• • • 
l 

L.Ljuboj evic - A.Karpov 
Amsterdam 1 988 

Karpov has successfully solved his opening 
problems. White intends to achieve advan
tageous changes in the centre by 1 8 .d4. 
After the vigilant 1 7  . . .  c5 the static evalua
tion suggests equality, and White ' s  slight 
initiative is hard to transform into some-
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thing real. For example, 1 8.�bl .i.c6 
1 9.�c3 l:.a8. 

17. • . .  d5? 
An advance based on a superficial calcula
tion. Black's position does not seem as bad 
as Hort's in the previous example after 
1 6  . . .  e4, but nevertheless it turns out to be 
hopeless. 
The Yugoslav grandmaster skilfully com
bines threats on the a2-f7 and h l -a8 diago
nals. This soon forces the former world 
champion to give up a bishop and leads to 
inevitable disaster. 

18. cxd5 cxd5 
19. �g5 'ii'd6 

After 1 9  . . .  h6 20.�xf7 �xf7 2 1 .exd5 'ii'd6 
22.�c4 · 'ifb8 23.d6 (D) Black has no 
adequate defence. 

20. exd5 .i.xd5 
21.  �c4 irc6 

Black's  position would have been unsatis
factory in these two critical variations : 
A) 2 l . . .'iVf8 22 . .i.xd5 �xd5 23 .�xf7 irxb4 
(23 . . .  �xf7 24.�e3 ; 23 . . .  'ii'xf7 24.�d6) 
24.'ii'xb4 �xb4 25 .i:ta7 �c5 26.�cd6 l:!b8 
27.�xe5 .i.xe5 28 . .i.xe5 ; 
B) 2 l . . .'i!fe7 : 
B 1 )  22 . .i.xd5? !  �xd5 23.l::ta7 (23 .�xf7 
�xf7 24.�e3 �7f6 25 .�xd5 'ii'e6+) 
23 . . .  i:td8 (23 . . .  'ii'xg5 24.litxd7+-) 24.�a3 
�xb4 (24 . . .  �5f6) 25 .�xf7 'ii'xf7 26.'iVxb4 
'iid5 27.�c4 'i!fxd3 28.�xb6 �xb6 

29Jhg7+ �xg7 30.'ife7+ �g8 3 l .'ife6+ 
with a draw; 
B2) 22 . .:ta7 ! .:td8 23 .b5 .i.xg2 24 . .ta3 �c5 
25 .lhe7 �xb3 26.�xg2. 

22. �e3! 
A strong tactical blow. White forces the 
transition into a favourable ending. Despite 
his usual obstinacy, Karpov is unable to set 
up a defence. 

22. 
23. .i.xc6 

.i.xb3 
h6 

Things would have remained difficult for 
Black after 23 . . .  l:tc8 24 . .i.b5 h6 25 .:a3 
.i.c2 26.�e4. 

24. l:.a3 hxg5 
25. llxb3 

Now White has the two bishops with a fa
vourable pawn structure. 
25 . . .  .tf8 26.�g2 i:te6 27 . .tb5 �g7 28.h3 
.i.e7 29 • .tc3 .td6 30.:a3 .i.b8 31 .l:ta8 
.l:i[e7 32.i.d2! e4 33.d4 .tc7 34 • .l::.c8 �f8 
35.i.c3 �8h7 36 . .i.c6 �f8 37.b5 1--0 

I.Dorfman - A.Onischuk 
Cap d'Agde 2000 

1 .  d4 �f6 
2. c4 e6 
3. g3 d5 
4. �tJ i.e7 
5. .i.g2 0--0 
6. 0--0 dxc4 
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7. 'ii'c2 a6 
8. a4 .i.d7 
9. 'ifxc4 .tc6 

In this theoretical position White has tried 
l O  . .i.f4 and l O.litdl . 

10. .i.g5 
11 .  'ii'c2 
12. 'ii'cl 

.i.d5 
.lte4 

A critical moment. White is threatening to 
seize control of the centre after 1 3 .�c3 . 

12. �c6? 
An unfortunate way of handling the posi
tion. Black should have chosen between 
1 2  . . .  h6 1 3  . .txf6 .txf6 14.�c3 i.xf3 
1 5  . .txf3 c6 with approximate equality and 
1 2  . . .  �bd7 1 3 .�c3 i.c6 14.'ifc2 b5 . 

13. �bd2 �xd4 
This clearly unfavourable operation is 
forced on account of the simple variation 
1 3  . . .  .td5 14 .i.xf6 i.xf6 1 5 .e4. 

14. �xd4 .ltxg2 
15. �xe6 fxe6 
16. �xg2 'ii'd5+ 
17. �t3 'ii'e4 (D) 

The end of a series of forced moves. White 
takes play into a favourable ending. 
18.'ife3 'ifxe3 19 . .i.xe3 �d5 20.it.d2 .l:lfd8 
21 .gfcl c6 22 . .l:lc4 .tf6 23.e4 �c7 24.it.f4 
�e8 25.ltb4 b5 26.axb5 axb5 27.:ct :a6 
28.l:tb3 h6 29.h4 �f7 30.g4 l:.a4 31.g5 
hxg5 32.�xg5+ .i.xg5 33 . .txg5 l:.c8 34.t3 

White ' s  favourable rook + bishop tandem 
enables him to attack the opponent' s  nu
merous pawn weaknesses without particular 
difficulty. He converted his advantage on 
the 79th move. 

Position after 17  . . .  Vl'e4 

I.Dorfman - A.Hauchard 
French Championship, Meribel 1 998 

With his last move 1 3 .'ii'e2 White prepared 
the advance of his a-pawn. Now if 1 3  . . .  0--0 
there follows 14.a5 bxa5 1 5 .b5 i.b7 
1 6.�b3 a6 1 7 .�xa5 (here 1 7 .b6 is simple 
and good) 1 7  . . .  axb5 1 8 .cxb5 d5 1 9.it.g5 
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'ii'c3 20.l:.fc l  'ii'e5 2 l .i.f4 'ii'd4 22.'ii'e3 
with a winning position for White. 

13. a5 

Black undermines the b4 pawn, in order to 
gain control of the c5 square. If he succeeds 
in this, it will signify the failure of White 's 
strategy. 
In search of dynamic play I managed to hit 
on a rather unusual idea. 

14. c5 
This pawn sacrifice clarifies the situation. 
The tactical complications arising after 
14  . . .  axb4 are favourable to White: 1 5 .cxd6 
i.xd6 1 6.e5 i.xg2 1 7.<it>xg2 'ii'c3 1 8 .tbc4 
'ii'xal 1 9.tbxd6+ <it>f8 20.i.b2. 
And in the event of 1 4  . . .  dxc5 1 5 .b5 i.b7 
1 6.tbc4 tbd7 1 7 .ltdl 0--0 1 8 .l:.xd7 
( 1 8 .i.f4) 1 8  . . .  'ifxd7 1 9.tbxb6 'ifd4 20.i.b2 
'iWb4 2 l .'ifc2 c4 22.i.a3 Black loses mate
rial. 

14. 
15. b5 
16. tbc4 
17. i.d2 
18. i.xa5 

bxc5 
i.b7 
'ifc7 
0--0 

Naturally, 1 8  . . .  1txa5 loses to 1 9 .b6, but 
now the connected passed pawns decide the 
outcome. 

18. 
19. i.c3 

'ii'bs 
d5 

This advance accelerates the inevitable end, 
but after 1 9  . . .  l:.e8 20.a5 d5 2 l .i.e5 'ii'd8 

22.l:tfdl the threat of 23 .a6 cannot be par-
ried. 

· 

20. exd5 i.xd5 
21 .  i.xd5 tbxd5 
22. i.e5 'ifb7 
23. 'ifg4 i.f6 
24. 'ii'f3 i.xe5 

White' s  strategy is to simplify the position, 
so as then to activate his passed pawns. 

25. tbxe5 l:.fc8 
26. :f.fcl 'ii'c7 
27. tbc4 tbb6 
28. tbxb6 'ii'xb6 
29. :c4 

After exchanging two pairs of minor pieces 
White prevents the counterplay with c5-c4 
and at the same time fights for the d-file. 
29 • • •  h6 30.l:.d1 :a7 31 .:d3 'ii'bs 32.'ii'd1 
'ii'e5 33.b6 l:.b7 34.a5 <it>h7 35.<it>g2 :as 
36.'ii'c2 g6 37.l::r.xc5 'ii'e4+ 38.f3 'ii'e1 
39.'ifd2 'ii'al 40.h4 h5 41.'ii'c3 1--0 

F .Schmit - Y .Benitah 
French Junior Championship 1 996 

In this, a critical position for the opening, 
Black has secure control of the centre. Now 
he has to decide on his subsequent plan. 
From the result of the static evaluation he 
has no reason to hurry: 

1 .  + 2. = 3. = 4. + 
The white king may come under attack af
ter f7-f5. 
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9. d5? 
This dynamic move squanders practically 
all Black's  advantage. After all, with the 
centre open there is no prospect of an 
attack on the kingside. From now on 
White gains counterplay against the e5 
pawn. This example clearly illustrates the 
effectiveness of the method advocated by 
me. 
Candidate moves should be in accor
dance with the demands of the static 
evaluation! 
Thus in the possible continuation 9 . . .  d6 ! 
I O.tbc4 h6 l l .d3 .te6 1 2.l'Lifd2 ( 1 2.tbh4 g5 

11 .  ... .ta6 
and �1 26 moves later. 

1 3 .tbf3 f5) 1 2  . . .  'ii'd7 ( 1 2  . . .  f5 1 3 .exf5 gxf5 0 1 
14.f4 'ii'd7 1 5 .lbf3 tbg6) 1 3 .f4 exf4 14.gxf4 �"--:-.......:ZZ�-:--""=�="-:-..... 
d5 (diagram) the fragile position of the 
white king should decide the outcome. 

10. d3 b6 (D) 
The advance of the central pawn would 
have merely caused Black problems: 
1 0  . . .  d4 l l .cxd4 cxd4 ( l l . . .exd4 1 2  . .tf4) 
1 2  . .td2 tbaS 1 3  . .txa5 'ii'xa5 1 4.tbc4 'iic7 
l S  . .l:lfcl  'ifb8 1 6.b4 .f6 1 7.'ifb2 ( 1 7.b5 .th6 ! 
1 8  . .l:lc2 .te6) 1 7  . . .  .te6 1 8 .b5 I:.c8 1 9.h4. 

11 .  .f:.b1?  
A loss of  time. I t  was essential to play 
dynamically: l l .exd5 lbxd5 1 2.tbc4 f6 (if 
12 . . .  I:.e8 1 3 .lbg5 f6 1 4.'iff3 tbde7 1 5 .lbe4 
llf8 1 6.a5 f5 1 7 .t'Lled6 and White seizes the 
initiative) 1 3 .lLifd2 li:te8 ( 1 3  . . .  f5 1 4.tbf3 
lle8 is comparatively better) 14.f4. 

Position after 10  . . . b6 

V.Anand - G.Kamsky 
Buenos Aires 1 994 

1 .  e4 
2. tbf3 
3. d4 
4. lbxd4 
5. tbc3 
6. i.e3 
7. f3 
8. .tc4 
9. 'ii'e2 
10. .id3 
11 .  lbb3 

c5 
d6 
cxd4 
lLif6 
g6 
.tg7 
� 
tbc6 
tba5 
e5 
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11 .  • • •  d5 
Black gets rid of his backward pawn and 
consolidates his advantage in the centre. 
White' s  only hopes are associated with his 
slight lead in development. 
The game Frolov-Alterman, USSR 1990, 
continued 1 I . . .i..e6 1 2 .0-0 :c8 1 3 .ttlxa5 
'ifxa5 14 .ttlb5 d5 1 5 .lLixa7 l:.cd8 1 6.ttlb5 
l:.d7 1 7.'ilfe 1 ,  and Black failed to solve his 
opening problems. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

Q 1 

12. exd5 
13. ttlxd5 
14. 0--0 
15. �Ud1 
16.  c3 
17. l:td2 
18. .te4 
19. 'ifb5 
20. l::tad1 

ttlxd5 
'ifxd5 
ttlc6 
'ife6 
b6 
'ife7 
.tb7 
:ac8 
l:tfd8 

The static evaluation is advantageous to 
Black: 

1. + 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 
It follows that White must seek dynamic 
resources. I can suggest 2 1 .a4 with the aim 
of weakening Black's queenside. The In
dian player marks time and allows his op
ponent to consolidate the situation. 

21.  'ilfa4 .li:txd2 
22. l:.xd2 

Perhaps 22.ttlxd2 f5 23 . .td5+ �h8 24. 
tbc4 "ilc7 25 . .li:r.d2 should have been con
sidered. 

22. i..f6 
23. i..d5 �g7 
24. 'ilfe4 :c7 
25. l:.e2 ttld8 
26. .:ld2 ttlc6 
27. .l:!e2 ttld8 
28. .l:.d2 ttlc6 

Now after 28 . . .  h5 29.i..xb7 ttlxb7 30.'ilfd5 
i..g5 3 1 .i..xg5 'ii'xg5 32 . .l:.e2 f6 I would 
prefer Black's  position. 

Y:z-Yz 

It is with great pleasure that I turn to the 
following game, which gives a classic ap
proach to the problem of the centre. 

V.Anand - L.Van Wely 
Wijk aan Zee 1 999 

1. e4 c5 
2. ttlc3 lLlc6 
3. ttlf3 g6 
4. d4 cxd4 
5. ttlxd4 .tg7 
6. i..e3 ttlf6 
7. .tc4 'ii'a5 
8. 0-0 0--0 
9. ttlb3 'iic7 
10. i..g5 a6 
1 1 .  .te2 e6 (D) 

Caught unawares, the Dutch player has re
acted unsuccessfully and he is now forced 
to direct his play along dynamic lines.  He 
takes control of the outpost at d5 , but leaves 
his d-pawn backward. 
His decision is understandable, since it is 
better to go fishing in troubled waters than 
to suffer after 1 l . . .b5 1 2 .a4 bxa4 ( 1 2  . . .  b4 
1 3 .ttld5 'ilfe5 1 4.f4 'ilfxb2 1 5 .ttlb6 lir.b8 
1 6.ttlc4 'ilfc3 1 7 .�f3 or 14 . . .  'ilfxe4 1 5  . .tf3 
loses material) 1 3 .litxa4. 

12. 'ilfd2! 
Static play, enabling White to retain all the 
trumps of his position. At the same time, 
the inappropriate 1 2 .a4 would have allowed 
Black to gain adequate counterplay by 
12  . . .  d5 1 3 .i..xf6 i..xf6 14.exd5 i..xc3 
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1 5 .bxc3 ( 1 5 .d6 'ifb8 1 6.bxc3 l:.d8) 1 5  . . .  l:td8 
1 6.c4 li:Je7. 

f g h 

Position after ll . . . e6 

12. • •• bS 
The following variation illustrates the sub
tlety of Anand's  plan: 1 2  . . .  d5 1 3 .J.xf6 
J.xf6 1 4.exd5 J.xc3 1 5 .'ifxc3 . 

13. a3 l:tb8 
14. l':.fd1 b4 
15. axb4 li:Jxb4 

At the end of a series of forced moves the 
battle reaches a critical point. Black renews 
the threat of d7-d5 . And again White takes 
prophylactic measures. 

16. J.f4! e5 

17. J.gS d6 
The critical line was to provoke complica
tions by 1 7  . . .  h6. Even so, White woull;i 
have retained his superiority after 1 8  . .txh6 
J.xh6 1 9.'ifxh6 li:Jxc2 20.l:tac l l:txb3 
2 l .l:txc2, when the black queen is unable to 
remain on the c-file, preventing J.c4. 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 

18. li:JaS J.e6 
19. b3 h6 
20. J.xf6 .ixf6 
21.  J.c4 .tgs 
22. 'ife2 J.c8 
23. li:JdS li:JxdS 
24. .txdS 

The Indian grandmaster has created a con
struction made out of concrete. Subse
quently, continuing in artistic style, he 
strengthens it to the maximum. For a player 
of such class this is already a technical 
position. 

24. .l:tbS 
25. li:Jc4 <j;g7 
26. li:Jb2 f5 
27. J.c4 lieS 
28. li:Ja4 l:.c6 
29. li:Jc3 'ila7 
30. 'ith1 .ih4 
31. f3 'ilfl 
32. 'ili'd3 

32.'ifxf2 J.xf2 33 .li:Jd5 fx.e4 34.fxe4 would 
also have maintained the advantage. 

32. • • •  J.gS 
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33. exf5 gxf5 
After 33 . . .  .txf5 34.tl)e4 White would have 
established a blockading knight. 

34. tl)d5 f4 

35. l:td2? 
Here Anand missed 35 .tl)b4 :b6 36.'ifc3 
'ifc5 37.tl)d5 litc6 38 .l:ta5 'ii'f2 39.tl)b4, 
retaining an obvious advantage. However, 
this did not prevent him from winning the 
game 25 moves later. 

The following example is significantly 
more complicated, although it resembles 
the same theme. 

I.Dorfman - L. Comas Fabrego 
Andorra (Zonal Tournament) 1 998 

1. e4 c5 
2. tl)f3 e6 
3. d4 cxd4 
4. tl)xd4 a6 
5. .td3 'ilc7 
6. 0--0 tl)f6 
7. .l:.e1 d6 
8. b3 .te7 
9. c4 tl)c6 
10. tl)xc6 'ifxc6 
11 .  .tb2 b6 (D) 

From a fashionable line of the Paulsen 
Variation a typical 'hedgehog' formation 
has arisen. White' s  usual plan in such 

situations is to prevent the freeing breaks 
b6-b5 and d6-d5 by a2-a4, tl)c3 and .ta3-
b4 followed by pressure on the weakness at 
d6. 

0 

12. .te2 0--0 
The capture 1 2  . . .  tl)xe4 is completely bad. I 
can suggest l 3  . .tf3 d5 14.cxd5 exd5 
1 5 .tl)c3 tl)xc3 1 6  . .txc3 'ifxc3 1 7 .'ifxd5 
l:tb8 1 8 .'ifd6 and White wins. 

13. .tf3 e5 
14. tl)c3 .td7 

Black accepts his fate. This natural bishop 
manoeuvre allows the opponent to deploy 
his army ideally, but even after the 
comparatively better 1 4  . . .  1lb8 1 5  .a4 'ifa8 
1 6.'ifd3 .tb7 he would have ended up in an 
inferior situation. 

7 

6 
5 
4 
3 

0 
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15. .i.e2 'ilfb7 
16. a4 .l:Ud8 
17. i.d3 i.f8 
18. .tcl 

The white bishop switches to a favourable 
post at e3 , to fortify the g l -a7 diagonal. In 
the light of this, the interposition of Black' s  
next move i s  perplexing. 

18. 
19. f3 
20. ..te3 
21.  ..tn 
22. l:le2 

..tg4 
.i.e6 
l:tdc8 
lbd7 
lbb8 

A critical position has been reached, since 
White has to decide whether it is advanta
geous for him to exchange knight for 
bishop. He is already totally dominant, but 
the manoeuvre of the enemy knight to b4 
may cause some technical problems. 

23. lbd5 .txd5 
24. cxd5 

As a result of the exchange of minor pieces 
the static evaluation remains unchanged, 
but in place of the weak d5 square and the 
backward d6 pawn there is now the bishop 
pair, a complex of weak light squares, and a 
favourable ending for White. 

24. lbd7 
25. b4 i.e7 

26. l:tc2 
27. 'ii'xc2 
28. 'ii'd2 
29. .l:tcl 
30. 'ii'xcl 
31 .  g3 

llxc2 
llc8 
h6 
l:txcl 
lbb8 

The logical continuation of the play on the 
queenside. 

31.  
32.  ..th3 
33. 'ii'xc7 
34. f4 

.i.d8 
'ii'c7 
.i.xc7 
'itf8 

35. fxe5 dxe5 
1--0 on the 50th move. 

I.Dorfman - Ma. Tseitlin 
Leningrad 1 97 5 

The diagram position was reached from an 
English Opening after the moves 
l .c4 e5 2.lbc3 lbf6 3.g3 .i.b4 4 • .i.g2 0--0 
5.e4 ..txc3 6.dxc3 d6 7."fle2 lbbd7 8.lbf3 
a6 9.0--0 b5 10.lbd2 lbc5 11 .l:td1 ..tb7 
Black's play is based on the tactic 1 2.cxb5 
axb5 1 3 .'ii'xb5 ..ta6 14."fic6 ( 1 4.'ii'b4 .i.e2 
1 5 .l:.e l lbd3) 14 . . .  ..te2 1 5 .l:te l .l:.a6. If 
White does not take the pawn on the 1 3th 
move, he has serious problems with his 
development. Black can exploit the geo-
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metric idea lta4 and 'ii'a8 to intensify the 
pressure on the light squares. 

12. .!Llb3! 
White 's tactical play is based on various 
interpretations of the pin: 
1 2  . . .  .!Llfxe4 1 3  . .!Lla5 ; 
1 2  . . .  .!Llcxe4 1 3  . .!Lla5 'ii'b8 14  . .!Llxb7 'ii'xb7 
1 5  . .ig5 d5 1 6  . .ixf6 .!Llxf6 1 7 .cxd5 ; 
1 2  . . .  .ixe4 1 3  . .!Llxc5. 
Unfortunately, there remains 

12. .!Llxb3 
But this exchange signifies the failure of 
Black's entire strategy. It becomes possi
ble for the pawn structure to evolve and 
from now on the white bishops dominate 
the board. 

• 

13. axb3 
14. .ie3 
1S. bxc4 
16. �aS 

.!Lld7 
bxc4 
'ii'c8 

This natural rook manoeuvre prepares the 
destructive breakthrough c4-c5 .  It follows 
logically from the material situation on the 
board: Black does not have his dark-square 
bishop. 
Here the desperate attempt at a belated 
counterattack merely hastens the inevitable 
end. 

16. f5 
17. exfS .ixg2 

18. �xg2 
19. cS 
20. 'ifc4+ 
21.  'it>g1 

.l:lxfS 
dxcS 
l:tti 

The king retreat emphasises the static 
nature of White's advantage. After all, 
the enemy monarch' s  defences have been 
broken up and his pawns are in ruins. The 
outcome of the game is decided and Black 
capitulated on the 43rd move. 

V .Salov - A.Karpov 
Buenos Aires 1 994 

1 .  e4 cS 
2. .!Llt3 e6 
3. d4 cxd4 
4. .!Llxd4 .!Llc6 
s. .!Llc3 "flc7 
6. .ie2 .!Llf6 
7. .ie3 a6 
8. 0--0 .ib4 
9. .!Lla4 .ie7 
10. .!Llxc6 bxc6 
11 .  .!Llb6 l:tb8 
12. .!Llxc8 "fixeS 
13. eS .!LldS 
14. .icl .tcs 
1S. 'ii'd3 0--0 
16 • 'ii'g3 l:te8 
17. .l::td1 aS 

0 
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A critical position o f  this opening. White 
has the bishop pair and, as usual, every
thing is decided by the pawn structure. 

18. b3 . 
Now Black is able to achieve his desires. 
Perhaps White should have opted in favour 
of 1 8 .a3 a4 ( 1 8  . . .  '1t>h8 1 9.b3 ! )  1 9.b4 axb3 
20.cxb3 .if8 2 1 .b4 c5 22.b5 c4 23.a4 with 
the more favourable prospects. 

18. a4 
19. .th6 

After 1 9.a3 axb3 20.cxb3 it would have all 
reduced to the variation given in the pre
vious note. 

19. .ifS 
20. h4 'flc7 

21.  .tg5 
Interesting complications, although not 
obligatory for Black, could have resulted 
from 2 l .h5 f6 22 . .ixg7 .ixg7 23 .h6 lile7 
24.c4 lLlb4 (24 . . .  'ii'xe5 25 .'.,xe5 fxe5 
26.cxd5 .ixh6 27.dxc6 dxc6 28 .bxa4 l:a8 
29.l:td6 .l::txa4 30.I:.xc6) 25 .bxa4 'fixeS 
26.'ifxe5 fxe5 27.hxg7 I:.a8 28 .l:r.d6 .l:txa4 
29.a3 lbc2 30.lla2 lbd4 3 l .�fl l::txg7. 
White faces a difficult battle to save the 
game. 

21.  axb3 

22. axb3 .l:la8 
23. c4 lLlb4 
24. 'flc3 c5 
25. .tf3 l:.xa1 
26. :xa1 

26. • • .  d6 
Karpov considers the position to be equal 
and he plays for simplification. Since in the 
game White did not take on d6, 26 . . .  d5 !?  
deserved serious consideration: 27 .exd6 

· i.xd6 28 .'fld2 .th2+ 29.'it>hl .ie5 . 
27. .tf4 .l:ld8 
28. h5 h6 
29. :d1 dxe5 
30. .l:lxd8 'flxd8 
31.  .ixe5 'i!Vd7 
32. g3 lLld3 
33. .ic6 

After 33 . .ie2 lbxe5 34.'ii'xe5 a draw could 
have been agreed. 

33. 'ifd8 
- 34. 'fld2 .te7 

35. .ic3 .i.g5 
36. 'fld1 lbcl 
37. 'flc2 'ifd3 

The position is equal. Subsequently the 
game lost its logical pattern. 
I should like to continue with an example 
from the play of the unforgettable Leonid 
Stein. 
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G.Sigurjonsson - L.Stein 
Rekyjavik 1 972 

With his next move White will fix the 
pawn structure. For this it is sufficient for 
him to place one of his minor pieces on d4, 
to significantly reduce the scope of the 
light-square bishop. His plan will then be to 
exploit the weak dark squares in his oppo
nent's position after an eventual a4-a5 . 

16. d4! 
A timely breakthrough. Black regains his 
pawn by force and now he will have the 
bishop pair with a pawn structure that is 
able to evolve. 

17. lbxd4 
18. ..tg1 
19. f:tfcl 

lbg4 
lbxh2 

A bitter necessity, since 1 9.'�xh2 .l:lxc3 
20.'ifxc3 i.xb4 is unacceptable for White. 

19. lbg4 
20. lbe4 ..txb4 
21.  lbg5 'if d5 
22. lbe4 'ifxb3 

Here the curtain could have been lowered, 
but the Icelandic player, competing on his 
home ground, did not want to resign so 
early. He prolonged his resistance for a 
further 1 5  moves. 
23.lbxb3 i.xe4 24.dxe4 b5 25.axb5 axb5 
26.g3 h5 27.�g2 ..tc3 28.l:.ab1 :rd8 
29.:c2 l:.c4 30.�f3 ..txe5 31  . .:txc4 bxc4 
32.lba5 l:.d3+ 33.�g2 l:td2+ 34.�f3 i.d4 

35.i.xd4 l:td3+ 36.�g2 l:txd4 37.e5 l:.d2+ 
0--1 

I.Smirin - I.Dorfman 
Tilburg 1 993 

1. e4 d6 
2. d4 lbf6 
3. i.d3 e5 
4. c3 

At an early stage of the game a critical po
sition has been reached. Already on the 
fourth move the static evaluation is fa
vourable to White: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. = 4. ;t 
Black must act dynamically, to induce 
favourable changes in the centre. 

4. d5!?  
5. dxe5 lbxe4 

The tactical complications arising as a re
sult of the other capture 5 . . .  dxe4 6.i.b5+ 
i.d7 7.i.c4 ! lL!g4 8 .i.xf7+! �xf7 9.e6+ 
�xe6 I O.'ifxg4+ �f7 I I .'ifh.S+ g6 
12 .'ii'd5+ �g7 1 3 .i.g5 i.e7 14.i.xe7 'ifxe7 
1 5 .lbe2 leave White with somewhat the 
better chances. 

6. lbfJ lbc5 
Here is another example of successful play 
by Black: 6 . . .  lbc6 7.lbbd2 lbc5 8 .lbb3 i.g4 
9.0--0 'ii'd7 I O.liite l  0---0--0 I I .lbxc5 i.xc5 
12 .b4 i.b6 1 3 .a4 aS 14.b5 lbe7 1 5 .i.e3 
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.i.xe3 1 6.:xe3 'lfib8 1 7 .'ife l i.xf3 1 8 .:xf3 
lbg6, Yusupov-Adams, Hastings 1989. 

7. .i.c2 i.g4 
8. 0-0 

White must watch the d5 pawn closely, 
since it may transform into a fireball, cut
ting White' s  position in two after 8 .lbbd2 
lbc6 9.0-0 d4 1 0.h3 .i.h5 l l .lbb3 (White 
decided to force the exchange on c3 and 
play a very difficult endgame) l l . . . dxc3 
12 .bxc3 'ifxdl B .:xdl .tg6 14 . .txg6 
hxg6 1 5 .lbfd4 lbxd4 1 6.cxd4 lba4 1 7  . .te3 
lbc3 1 8 .:d3 lbd5, as in the game Tratar
Chandler, Yugoslavia 1992. 

8. i.e7 
9. l:.e1 lbc6 
10. lbbd2 'ifd7 
1 1 .  tDn 

White plays his second knight to g3 , to 
have the possibility of progressing with h2-
h3 followed by lbd4. 
To maintain the static evaluation it is 
absolutely essential for Black to parry 
this threat. 

1 1 . d4! 
12. b4 

Forced, since after 1 2 .cxd4 i.xf3 1 3 .gxf3 
lbxd4 Black gains the initiative. 

12. lbe6 
The pseudo-aggressive 1 2  . . .  d3? 1 3 .i.bl 
would have lost a pawn. 

13. b5 lbcd8 

14. i.b2 dxc3 
The transition into an ending was planned 
before the 1 1 th move, since after 14  . . .  c5 
1 5 .cxd4 cxd4 1 6.a4 0--0 1 7.h3 White would 
have a favourable pawn structure. 

15. 'ifxd7+ 'lfixd7 
16. i.xc3 .txf3 
17. gxf3 a6 
18. bxa6 litxa6 
19. lbe3 .i.c5 
20. a4 'lfic8 
21.  i.d3 l1a7 
22. aS 

22. • • •  .td4! 
It is customarily thought that one of the 
advantages of a bishop pair is that one of 
them can always be exchanged. Here, how
ever, we have precisely the opposite case. 
The exchange is aimed at weakening the 
squares a5 , d4 and f4 in White 's  position. 
Black gained sufficient counterplay. 

D.Anic - I.Dorfman 
French Championship, Meribel 1 998 

1.  lbf3 d5 
2. g3 g6 
3. .tg2 i.g7 
4. d4 c6 
5. lbbd2 lbf6 
6. 0-0 0-0 
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7. c3 
White more often aims for c2-c4 followed 
by b2-b3 and i.b2. Here, however, he sets 
his sights on the e-pawn, in order after the 
central advance e2-e4 to obtain an outpost 
on e5 . The development of events shows 
that the best way of ensuring this advance is 
by 1 e4 ! .  

7. tt:la6 
8. :et 

8 .b4 tt:lc7 9.a4 aS 1 0.i.a3 was probably 
more to the point. 

8. c5 
Black has created a favourable tension in 
the centre. 

9. dxc5 
The first concessions. After 9.e4 dxe4 
1 0.tt:lxe4 tt:lxe4 l l..l:lxe4 cxd4 1 2 .cxd4 
( 1 2 .tt:lxd4 e5) 1 2  . . .  tt:lc7 White would have 
adapt to a new situation. 

9. tt:lxc5 (D) 
The static evaluation has become negative 
for White. It is this that explains his dy
namic attempts to provoke exchanges. 

10. tt:lb3 tt:lce4 
11 .  tt:lg5 

The other way of offering an exchange 
l l .tt:lbd2? would have turned out catastro
phically after l l . . .tt:lxt2 12 .'it?xt2 tt:lg4+ 
1 3 .<it>g l 'ii'b6+ 1 4.e3 tt:lxe3 1 5 .:.xe3 'ifxe3+ 
1 6.<it>h l 'ii'b6 1 7 .tt:lb3 i.f5. 

Position after 9 . . .  �c5 

1 1 .  • • •  tt:ld6 
12. i.xd5 

White is obliged to accept the challenge, 
as otherwise he will have no compensa
tion for the defects of his pawn structure. 

12. h6 
13. tt:lf3 

13. aS 
The centralised white bishop is in a delicate 
situation, but primitive play does not pro
duce any particular dividends: 1 3  . . .  e6 1 4.e4 
exd5 ( 1 4  . . .  tt:ldxe4 1 5 .i.c4) 1 5 .e5 tt:lde4 
1 6.exf6 tt:lxf6. 

14. e4 a4 
15. tt:lbd4 
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To me 1 5 .tLlc5 l:ta5 seems critical: 
A) 1 6  . ..ie3 tLlxdS 1 7 .exd5 ( 1 7 .'ii'xd5 b6+) 
1 7  . . .  tLlc4 1 8  . ..id4 tLlxb2 ( 1 8  . . .  'ii'xd5 !?) 
1 9.'ii'e2 'ii'xd5 20.'ii'xb2 'ifxf3 and Black is 
clearly better; 
B) 1 6 .e5 tLlxdS 1 7.'ifxd5 lLlfS 1 8 .'ilxd8 
1:ixd8 1 9 .tLle4 ..ixe5 ( 1 9  . . .  lld3 is possibly 
stronger, with counterplay) 20.g4 tLld6 
2 l ...txh6 ..ixg4 22.tLlxe5 l:txe5 23.tLlxd6 
exd6 24.b3 .l:.a8 (24 . . .  axb3 25.axb3 :de8 
26.l:te3) 25 . ..if4=. 

15. 
16. exd5 
17. 'ii'e2 
18. c4 
19. h3 

tLlxd5 
:as 
:e8 
i.g4 

A good equalising opportunity. Af
terl 9.'ii'd3 %:tc5 Black would have retained 
some advantage. 

19. ..txf3 
20. tLlxf3 I;Ic5 
21.  tiJd2 'ii'c8 
22. :b1 tLlxc4 

Immediately after the game I suggested 
22 . . .  b5 23 .b4 axb3 24.axb3 bxc4 25 . ..ia3 
.l:txd5 26.bxc4, but it is hard to transform 
Black's  activity into something real. 

23. tLlxc4 lilxc4 
24. ..ie3 lilb4 
25. h4 'ii'd7 
26. 'ii'd2 lilb5 
27. liled1 

In severe time trouble White begins a series 
of inaccuracies, which in the end lead him 
to disaster. 
27 . . •  h5 28.'ifc2 li!a8 29.b4 .l::txd5 30 . .l::txd5 
'ifxd5 31 .lild1 'ii'e6 32.'i!Vc7 'ii'xa2 33.'ii'xb7 
lilt'S 34.'ii'xe7 'ifb3 35.I;ld2 a3 36.'ii'a7 
'ifxb4 37.'1t>h2 l:te8 38.I;ld7 'iib3 39.lilb7 
'ti'd5 40.'ii'a6 a2 0--1 

N.Giffard - I.Dorfman 
Cannes 1 994 

1. tLlf3 g6 
2. c4 ..ig7 
3. d4 lLlf6 
4. tLlc3 0--0 

5. ..ig5 

6. e3?! 

c5 

In the very first critical position White 
chooses an unambitious continuation and 
allows his opponent free play against the 
isolated d4 pawn. 
In the event of 6.dxc5 tLla6 Black has a 
majority of pawns in the centre. 6.d5 was 
the only move capable of maintaining the 
static evaluation. I studied the sharp varia-

· ·iions with 6 . . .  b5 7.tLlxb5 (7.cxb5 a6 8.a4 
ViaS 9 . ..td2 axb5 1 0.tLlxb5 'ifb6 1 l ...tc3 
..tb7 12 .d6) 7 . . .  tLle4 8 . ..tc 1 1Va5+ 9.tLld2 
..ta6 1 0.tLla3 e6 1 l .f3 tLld6 1 2.e4 exd5 
1 3 .cxd5 f5 , while keeping in reserve 6 . . .  d6 
7.tLld2 h6 8 . ..th4 'ii'b6 9.llb1 g5 1 0  . ..ig3 
tLlhS 1 l .e3 tLlxg3 1 2.hxg3 tLld7 1 3 .f4 tLlf6. 

6. cxd4 
7. exd4 

If 7 .tLlxd4, then 7 . .  . '  .. a5 followed by 
8 . . .  tLle4 is strong. 

7. h6 (D) 
8. ..ie3?! 

A fundamentally incorrect decision. White 
should have looked for a dynamic con
tinuation, since his position is inferior 
statically. And in concrete terms he 
should have weakened the position of the 
enemy king by 8 . ..ih4 g5 9 . ..tg3 d5 
1 O.cxd5 tLlxdS 1 1  . ..ic4. 

8. d5 
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Position after 7 . . . h6 

9. l:.cl 
After 9.c5 tbe4 I O.'ifc2 tbc6 the weakness 
of the d4 pawn would have been aggravated 
by White' s  backward development. 

9. tbc6 
10. h3 b6 

An instructive procedure, enabling Black to 
isolate the central pawn. 

11 .  cxd5 
12. 'ifd2 
13. a3 
14. tbxd5 
15. .ie2 
16. 0-0 
17. fxe3 

0 

tbb4 
'itth7 
tbbxd5 
tbxd5 
.ib7 
tbxe3 
'ifd6 

Black consistently increases his advantage 
and without any visible mistake White 
ends up in a catastrophic position. The 
static position of his king is irreparably 
weakened. In addition Black has the two 
bishops plus a superior pawn structure. 
Thus the static evaluation is grim for 
White: 

In the following game Black makes use of 
the same motif to achieve a favourable 
pawn structure. 

S.Marj anovic - I.Dorfman 
Sarajevo 1 988 

1 .  d4 
2. c4 
3. tbc3 
4. tiJfJ 
5. e3 
6. .ie2 

tiJf6 
g6 
d5 
.ig7 
� 
c5 

A critical position. Black is trying to isolate 
the d4 pawn. The only statically acceptable 
reply 7 .dxc5 allows the opponent to 
equalise in two lines: 
A) 7 . . .  'ifa5 8 .cxd5 tbxd5 9.'ii'xd5 .ixc3+ 
I O  . .id2 l:[d8 ( 1 0  . . .  .ixd2+ l l .'ii'xd2 'ifxc5 
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1 2 .l:tc l 'ii'b6 1 3 .0--0 tbc6) 1 1 .i.xc3 'ii'xc3+ 
1 2.bxc3 l:txd5 ; 
B) 7 . . .  dxc4 8 .'ii'xd8 l:txd8 9.i.xc4 tbbd7 
1 0.c6 bxc6 1 1 .0--0 tbb6. 

7. 0-0 
8. exd4 
9. .txc4 

cxd4 
dxc4 
b6 

The Yugoslav grandmaster is one of the 
greatest experts on the Tarrasch Defence 
with Black. He is not afraid of playing with 
an isolated pawn, especially if he has an 
extra tempo. 
Black finds a subtle move order, enabling 
him to establish a blockading knight in 
front of the d-pawn. The attempt to advance 
it now runs into an idea typical of the 
Grtinfeld Defence: 1 O.d5 .ta6 1 1 . 'ii'e2 
i.xc4 12 .'ii'xc4 'iic8. 

10. l:.e1 
1 1 .  .tg5 
12. .td3 
13. 'ii'e2 
14. .tf4 
15. .l:.ad1 
16. a3 
17. i.e3 
18. tbe5 

0 

tbc6 
tba5 
.tb7 
h6 
tbc6 
e6 
tbh5 
tbe7 
tbf6 

The position has stabilised and it can now 
be confirmed that White has not managed 
to exploit the dynamic resources of the po
sition. He faces a difficult defence. 

I.Dorfman - A.Lukin 
USSR 1 984 

1.  tbfJ d5 
2. d4 c5 
3. c4 dxc4 
4. e3 cxd4 
5. i.xc4 

Again, as in the preceding examples, White 
emerges from the opening with a negative 
evaluation: 

1 .  = 2. = 3. + 4. + 
5. 'ii'c7 
6. 'ii'b3 e6 
7. exd4 

7. 
8. tbc3 
9. 0-0 
10. 'iid1 
10. i.g5 (D) 

tbf6 
tbc6 
.td7 
i.e7 

After a series of forced moves a critical 
position has been reached. 

11 .  0-0? 
This natural move loses practically by 
force. 
It seems to me that the fate of the entire 
variation depends on the continuation 
1 l . . .tbb4 1 2.i.b3 i.c6 ( 1 2  . . .  0--0 1 3 .a3 
tbbd5 1 4.i.xd5). Here Black securely 
guards the d5 square in front of the isolated 
pawn and it is not so obvious how White 
can try for the initiative. 
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c e 

Position after J } .Ji.g5. 

12. d5 lbxd5 
Unfortunately for Black the capture 
1 2  . . .  exd5 leads to an immediate catastrophe 
after 1 3  . .i.xf6 dxc4 1 4.lbd5 'iid8 1 5 .lbxe7+ 
lbxe7 1 6.lbe5. 

13. i.xd5 
14. lbxd5 
15. lbxe7+ 
16. :et 

exd5 
'ti'd8 
lbxe7 

1 6.'ii'd6 was probably simpler. 
16. l::te8 
17. ixe7 l:.xe7 
18. 'ii'd5 

and White wins a pawn. 

I.Dorfman - p.Barua 
Elista (Olympiad) 1 998 

1.  c4 e5 
2. lbc3 lbc6 
3. lbt3 g6 
4. d4 

White demonstrates a firlll desire at such 
an early stage to gain a static advantage. 
He changes the central pawn structure and 
creates an outpost at d5 . 

4. exd4 
5. lbd5 

I considered the alternative 5 .lbxd4 i.g7 
6.i.e3, maintaining the evaluation, to be 
artificial and suspicious, but on the sixth 

move it is possible to exchange knights 
with a slightly better position. This is why 
Black increasingly often prefers 3 . . .  f5 . 

5. i.g7 
6. i.g5 

6. f6? 
A naive reply, allowing White not only to 
increase, but, and this is significantly 
more important, to consolidate his static 
superiority. 
It was essential to go without fail for one of 
the dynamic continuations: 
A) 6 . . .  lbce7 7.lbxd4 c6 8 .lbc3 h6 9.i.f4 d5 
1 0.e3 lbf6; 
B) 6 . . .  lbf6 7.lbxd4 h6 8 .i.xf6 i.xf6 9.lbb5 
i.e5 1 0.f4 a6 l l .fxe5 axb5 1 2.cxb5 lbxe5 
1 3 .'ifd4 d6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11 .  
12. 
13. 
14. 

.i.f4 
lbxd4 
'ti'xd4 
g3 
i.g2 
'ti'd2 
b3 
lbc3 

d6 
lbxd4 
lbe7 
0--0 
lbc6 
lbe5 
c6 
lbf7 

This last manoeuvre shows that Black is 
already at a loss. 

15. 0--0 
16. :act 
17. lifdl 
18. i.e3 
19. i.d4 

f5 
'ti'a5 
i.e6 
:res 
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The static evaluation is dismal for Black: 
1. ;t 2. = 3. ;t 4. ;t 

And in addition, here it is irreversible on 
account of the lack of any dynamic possi
bilities. 

B.Aiterman - G.Dizdar 
Dresden (Zonal Tournament) 1 998 

1. d4 d5 
2. c4 e6 
3. tbc3 .tb4 
4. e3 tbf6 
5. a3 .txcJ+ 
6. bxc3 0-0 
.., cxd5 exd5 . . 
8. .i.d3 b6 
9. tbe2 .i.a6 
10. .i.xa6 tbxa6 
11 .  'ifd3 'ifc8 
12. 0-0 tbb8 
13. f3 'ii'a6 

After a classical opening the two players 
have made their intentions perfectly clear. 
Thus White will aim to advance his central 
pawns, activating his bishop in the process. 
Black, on the other hand, will try to exploit 
the complex of weak light squares on the 
opponent' s  queenside and also the c-file, 
relying on the strength of the queen + 
knight tandem. 

Position after 13 . . .  il'a6 

14. 'ifc2 c5 
15. tbg3 

The Israeli grandmaster plays logically, 
aiming for the advance of his e-pawn. 
Opening the position by 1 5 .dxc5 would 
have been inappropriate in view of 
l 5  . . .  tbbd7 ( l 5  . . .  bxc5 1 6.c4 'ii'xc4 1 7 .'ii'xc4 
dxc4 1 8  . .tb2 tbbd7 1 9.ltac l l:.ab8 is also 
possible) 1 6.cxb6 tbxb6. 

15. tbc6 
. 16. .tb2 l:tac8 
After 1 6  . . .  tba5 1 7 .e4 White 's  dreams would 
have been completely realised. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

Q 1  

17. 'iffl cxd4 
18. cxd4 'ii'd3 
19. l:.ad1 'ii'g6 



1 30  THE CRITICAL MOMENT 

At the end of a series of logical moves by 
both sides the play has reached a critical 
point. White must respond vigorously to the 
threat of a positional squeeze. At first sight 
Black appears to have excellent control of 
the centre, but nevertheless a breakthrough 
is possible ! 

20. e4! t'i:Je7 
After the pawn capture 20 . . .  dxe4 2 1 .fxe4 
t'i:Jxe4 (things would be more difficult for 
White after 2 l  . .  J:Ue8 22.e5) 22.t'i:Jxe4 'iixe4 
23.d5 t'i:Ja5 24.�xg7 �xg7 25.'iff6+ �g8 
26.l:tf3 the punishment is as rapid as it is 
severe. 

21. a4! 
Exploiting the fact that the pawn is still 
immune on account of 2 1 . . .dxe4 22.fxe4 
t'i:Jxe4 23 .t'i:Jxe4 'ii'xe4 24.l:lde l 'iib7 
25 .�a3 l:lc7 26.'ii'e2 liteS (26 . . .  .l:lfc8 
27.�xe7 I:.e8 28 .llxt7) 27.1lxt7, White 
takes a solid hold on the initiative. 

21. J:Ue8 
22. �a3 t'i:JhS 
23. t'i:Je2 f5 
24. �xe7 

Here we must stop for a moment, to record 
the important changes in the static evalua
tion, which for the first time are inclined in 
White's  favour: 

1 .  ! 2. = 3. ! 4. ! 
24. .l:txe7 
25. 'ii'h4 .l:lce8 
26. eS :.c7 
27. .l::[f2 'iih6 
28. t'i:Jg3 :et 
29. .:ldfl t'i:Jxg3 
30. 'ifxh6 .l:.xfl + 
31.  llxfl gxh6 
32. hxg3 I:tc8 
33. <iiif2 l:tc4 
34. <iiie3 :xa4 
35. ..t>f4 l:lxd4+ 
36. <iiixfS :c4 
37. <iiie6 d4 
38. <iiidS? 

Up till this point White 's  play was close to 
excellent, but here he misses a win after 
38 .l:ldl followed by 39.�d7. 

38 .•• 1lc2 39.I:.dl .:lc8 40.e6 <iitf8 41.f4 <iiie7 
42.f5 d3 43.<iite4 .:ld8 44.l:ld2 <iiif6 45.l:lxd3 
l:lxd3 46.<iitxd3 bS 47.<iitd4 b4 48.g4 aS 
Yz-Yz 

I.Dorfman - D.Guigonis 
French Championship, Meribel 1 998 

7 
6 
5 
4 

1 .  t'i:Jf3 dS 
2. g3 t'i:Jd7 
3. d4 e6 
4. �g2 t'i:Jgf6 
5. 0-0 Jld6 

An important moment. Black is playing for 
e6-e5, after which he will acquire an out
post at e4. For his part, White is trying to 
get in e2-e4 first and to gain a correspond
ing outpost at e5 .  

6. t'i:Jc3 a6 
One can understand the French master. He 
really does not want to allow the knight 
sortie to b5 followed by �f4, forcing a re
treat over the entire front. It would appear 
that e2-e4 also cannot be prevented, since 
Black is clearly worse after 6 . . .  �b4 7 .1i'd3 
c5 8 .a3 c4 9 .'ii'e3 �d6 1 0.b3 t'i:Jb6 l l .a4. 

7. e4 t'i:Jxe4 
The critical line, since after the quiet 
7 . . .  dxe4 8 .t'i:Jg5 0--0 9.t'i:Jgxe4 �e7 I O.'iie2 
Black would face a cheerless defence. 

8. t'i:Jxe4 dxe4 
9. t'i:JgS fS? 
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9 . . .  0-0 1 0.ttlxe4 i.e7 reduces to the pre
vious variation. In his striving not to make 
concessions Black oversteps the bounds of 
acceptable risk. Psychologically this is 
easily done, since to accept the incorrect
ness of his entire conception is not easy. 

10. f3!  
The right way. After the regaining of  the 
pawn Black would have got away with a 
slight fright. 

10. exf3 
It really is better to force the opponent to 
demonstrate a series of the only possible 
winning moves, than to suffer without any 
hope after 1 0  . . .  ttlf6 l l .fxe4 fxe4 1 2.tbxe4. 

11 .  ttlxe6! 'iie7 
12. I:.e1 ! ttleS 

The only move. 
13. dxeS i..b4 (D) 
14. ttlxg7+! 

The culminating moment of the game. It 
was not yet too late to throw away the win, 
by continuing 1 4  . .i.g5 'ii'xe6 1 5 .'ii'd8+ rJilfl 
1 6.'ifxh8 fxg2 ( 1 6  . . .  'ilb6+? 1 7 .i..e3 ; 
1 6  . . .  i..xe l 1 7  . .i.xf.3 'ilb6+ 1 8 .rJilhl 'iff2 
1 9.e6+ i.xe6 20.i..h5+ g6 2 l .'iixh7+) 
1 7 .c3 i.c5+ 1 8  . .i.e3 1i'xe5 1 9.i.xc5 'ii'xc5+ 
20.�xg2 'ii'c6+ (20 . . .  'ifd5+ 2 l .�f2+-) 
2 l .�f2 'ifb6+ 22.rJilfl i..e6: 
A) 23.'ifxh7 .i.c4+ 24.rJilg2 .i.d5+: 
A l )  25 .�h3 'ii'f2 26.'ii'b5+ (26.l:te7+ rJilxe7 
27.'ii'xg7+ �d6 28.'ii'f6+ �c5-+) 26 . . .  rJilf6 
27 . .:tgl .i.f.3 and Black wins; 

A2) 25 .�fl i..c4+ with perpetual check; 
B) 23 .'ii'xa8 .i.c4+ 24.'it>g2 .i.d5+ 25 .rJilfl 
.ic4+ with the same draw. 

Position after 13 . . .  .ltb4 

14. 
15. i..xf3 
16. i..hS+ 
17. 'ifxe1 

'ifxg7 
.i.xe1 
'it>e7 

A critical position - the end of a series of 
forced moves. White had it in mind before 
his 1 4th move. Black's position is com
pletely hopeless statically. 

17. • • •  aS 
If 1 7  . . .  c5, then 1 8 .'ii'a5 is decisive. 

18. 'ifc3! l:ta6 
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After 1 8  . . .  �d8 White was intending 
1 9  . .i.g5+! 'ii'xg5 20.l:tdl+  .i.d7 2 1 .e6 with a 
decisive advantage. 

19. 'ii'xc7+ 
20. 'ii'c5+ 
21.  .i.d2 
22. 'ii'xa5+ 
23. .i.b4+ 

.i.d7 
<it>d8 
ltc6 
<:Ji;e7 

Black resigns, since to play on after 
23 . . .  <:Ji;e6 24J�dl would be simply inde
cent. 

I.Dorfman - M.Dvoretsky 
43rd USSR Championship, Yerevan 1 975 

1.  tl)f3 tl)f6 
2. c4 g6 
3. g3 J..g7 
4. ..tg2 0--0 
5. 0--0 d6 
6. tl)c3 e5 
7. l::tb1 tl)c6 

The essence of the opening becomes clear. I 
more expected 7 . . .  a5 8 .d3 tl)c6 9.a3 h6 
1 0.b4 axb4 l l .axb4 .i.e6 1 2.b5 tl)e7. 

8. b4 ..tf5 
9. d3 'ii'd7 
10. b5 tl)e7 
11 .  lite1 .i.h3 
12. .i.h1 h6 (D) 

In my view the static evaluation is positive 
for Black, since the white king may be at
tacked: 

1 .  + 2. = 3. = 4. = 

Against his will Black has been drawn into 
central play and he tries to get away with 
the minimal damage. 

Q 1  

7 
6 
5 
4 

Position after 1 2  . . .  h6 

16. e4 .i.g4 

White must seek dynamic resources. Of the 0 two candidate moves, nothing is promised 
by 1 3 .c5 'ii'e6 ! ( 1 3  . . .  dxc5 1 4.tl)xe5 'ii'd4 
1 5 .tl)c4±). Hence there only remains the 
second. 

13. d4 
After the opening of the position White' s  
king i s  not in danger, and he i s  clearly 
stronger in the centre. In addition, Black 
begins to suffer on account of his badly 
placed knight at e7. 

13. 1fe6 
14. dxe5 dxe5 
15. tl)d2 .i.f5 

17. J..f3 ..txf3 
From now on the static evaluation is posi
tive for White. The point is that, because of 
the pawn structure, Black's bishops are 
passive. 

18. 1fxf3 c6 
19. .i.a3 l:Ue8 
20. tl)b3 b6 
21.  !ted1 
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A strong tactical blow. Unexpectedly the 
black queen finds itself in an uncomfortable 
position. 22.l:.d6 is threatened, and in the 
event of 2 l  . .  .lbd8 22.1hd8 l:.xd8 23.�xe7 
'ilxe7 24.bxc6 followed by 23 .lDd5 Black 
will not escape. 

· 

Such concrete play also has a 'para-chess' 
explanation: to outplay Dvoretsky in the 
middlegame is no great achievement. His 
chief attribute is the saving of difficult posi
tions, which, incidentally, he clearly 
demonstrates in the further course of the 
game. 

21.  
The best practical chance. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

0 1 

22. l:tbcl 
23. l:td6 
24. l:.xd8 
25. lDd5 
26. lDxf6+ 
27. lDg4 

28. lDe3 

'ilxc4 

c5 
l:tad8 
l:txd8 
'ii'xb5 
�h8 
f5 

Up till now it was hard to think of anything 
better, but here White could have spared his 
opponent unnecessary suffering (and him
self, correspondingly, the need to analyse 
the adjourned position) by playing 28.exf5 
lDxf5 29.i.b2 lDd4 30.i.xd4 exd4 3 1 .lDxh6 
l:.f8 32.lDf7+ <iiitg8 33 .lDd6 'ii'd7 34.'ii'd5+ 
�h7 35 .l:.xc5 (35 .llel �f6) 35 . . .  bxc5 
36.lDxc5 "ile7 (or 36 . . .  llf5 37.'ii'xf5 'ii'xd6 
38."ilh3+ with a great advantage) 37.lDe6 

l:.f6 3 8.lDg5+ �h6 39.lDdf7+. Here Black 
can resign. 

28. "ila4 
29. lDc4 'ii'c6 
30. i.b2 'ii'e6 
31.  'ii'e2 

There is no longer a clear win: 3 1 .exf5 gxf5 
32."ilh5 lDc6 33 .lDe3 l:.f8 34.g4 fxg4 
35 ."ilxg4 "ilf7. 

31.  lDc6 
32. exf5 gxf5 
33. f4 

and after certain adventures White managed 
to overcome the technical difficulties. 

I.Dorfman - A.Dunnington 
Cannes 1 995 

As a result of a rather unusual opening a 
critical position has arisen. 

14. f6? 
This idea is clearly inappropriate. The 
move not only creates irreparable defects in 
the pawn structure, but also weakens the 
static position of the king. 
In return Black does not acquire any appre
ciable dynamic play. In other words, the 
exchange that takes place cannot be con
sidered equivalent. Classic play would be 
the modification of the centre by 14 . • •  d6. 
1 4  . . .  d6 1 5 .lDxc5 ( 1 5 .c4 lDb4=; 1 5 .lDbd4 
dxe5 1 6.lDxe5 �f6) 1 5  . . .  'ii'xc5 1 6.c4 :  
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A) 1 6  . . .  lbb4 1 7.a3 lLlc6 1 8  . .te3 ( 1 8.b4 
lLld4 1 9.lLlxd4 'ii'xd4 20 . .tb2 'ii'f4 2 1 .:adl 
.l:.fd8=) 1 8  . . .  'ii'a5 1 9.b4 'ii'a4 20.exd6 .txd6 
2 1 ..l:.fcl  .te7 22.c5 bxc5 23 . .txc5 .l:.fc8 
24.'ii'c2 'ii'a6, logically avoiding the ex
change, since White has a pawn majority on 
the queenside; 
B) 1 6  . . .  lLlc7 is also quite sound, although 
less aesthetic. White has to reckon with a 
possible . . .  d6-d5 and . . .  b6-b5 . 

15. c4 lbxb3 
16. axb3 lLlb4 
17. exf6 .txf6 
18. .td2 lLlc6 
19. .tc3 

The play now follows a pattern which has 
already been described many times and 
demonstrated in similar situations. 
White consolidates his static advantage 
without hurrying, improving the placing 
of each piece, and only then, after re
ducing risk to the minimum, does he turn 
to positive action. 

19. 
20. :fd1 
21.  l:td3 
22. bxc3 
23. 'ii'c2 
24. .l:.ad1 
25. lLld4 
26. f3 
27. 'ife2 

'ii'c7 
.l:.ad8 
.txc3 
lLla5 
'ii'f4 
'ii'fS 
'ii'e4 
'ii'g6 
:deS 

28. .l:.e3 
29. 'ii'a2 
30. l:.ed3 
31 .  lLle2 

l:tc8 
'ii'g5 
a6 

The arrangement of the forces is completed. 
The knight heads for e4, giving White ac
cess to the opponent' s  numerous weak-
nesses. 

ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

31.  
32 .  'ii?h1 
33.  l:t3d2 
34. lLlg3 
35. .l:.d3 
36. lLle4 

'ifc5+ 
'iffl 
d6 
'i!fe3 
'i!fe5 

Black suffers decisive loss of material. The 
game is very typical of the method under 
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discussion and a valuable one for the 
reader, being a straightforward one for him 
to grasp. 

36. l:tc6 
37. �xd6 l:td8 
38. �e4 l:txd3 
39. l:bd3 .z:tc8 
40. h3 h6 
41.  c5 1--0 

Although it rarely happens, even grand
masters are sometimes susceptible to mis
takes of this sort. I remember a game which 
I had to analyse in my capacity as captain 
of the French Olympiad team. 

• 

A.Grosar - B.Kouatly 
Manila (Olympiad) 1 992 

1 .  e4 c5 
2. �f3 e6 
3. c3 �f6 
4. e5 �d5 
5. d4 cxd4 
6. cxd4 b6 
7. .i.d3 .i.a6 
8. 0--0 'i!i'c8 
9. .i.xa6 �xa6 
10. .i.d2 .i.e7 
1 1. 'i!i'a4 �ac7 
12. llcl 0--0 
13. �c3 'ili'd8 
14. �xd5 �xd5 
15. 'i!i'a6 

At the conclusion of the opening Black has 
gained a static advantage, consisting of his 
better pawn structure and, as a conse
quence, the difference in the scope of the 
bishops. The white rooks have no invasion 
squares on the c-file. 
Black has no particular problems. After 
1 5  . . .  d6 1 6.l:tc6 h6 he can harmoniously 
deploy his heavy pieces by . . .  'i!i'd7, . . .  .z:tfd8 
and . . .  .z:tab8. 

15. f6 

After this move, which fails to meet the 
demands of the position, Black launches 
into unclear play with chances for both 
sides. 

How can one explain this decision, such a 
shocking one for a professional? ! It seems 
to me that Kouatly considered his position 
to be inferior, and in a panic he looked for 
counterplay on the kingside. Naturally, he 
lost control over the situation, although his 
move could have had at least some point, if 
White had been obliged to continue 1 6.exf6 
gxf6 1 7 .l::tc2 'iii?h8 1 8  . .z:tac l .l:Ig8 1 9.'ifd3 
'i!i'e8 . 
But White is free in his choice . . .  

16. .z:tc4? 
A mistake in reply, allowing the opponent 
to sharpen the position. In what is now a 
statically superior position, prophylaxis 
by 16.b3 would have been appropriate. 

16. b5 
17. 'ifxb5 l;lb8 
18. 'ifa6 .z:txb2 
19. exf6 .i.xf6 
20. 'i!i'xa7 .i.h4 
21. :tact 

White would have lost after 2 1 ..z:tdl .z:txf3 
22.gxf3 .z:txd2 23 .:xd2 'ii'g5+ 24.'iii?hl  
'ifxd2 25 . .z:tc8+ 'iii?f7 26.'ii'xd7+ .i.e7. 

21.  .i.xf2+ 
22. 'iii?h1 l::tb8 
23. �e5 .i.e3 
24. i.xe3 �xe3 
25. .z:t4c3 'i!i'g5 
26. g3 
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ea 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

26. l:tb2? 
The French player misses the pretty tactical 
blow 26 . . .  l:tb l 27.l:txbl 'ii'f5 .  

27. l:tc8 'ii'fS 
28. 'ifa8 

and White won this game of many mis
takes. 

To conclude this chapter I offer the fol
lowing example, which is of some impor
tance for opening theory. 

J.Piket - A.Kogan 
Antwerp 1 998 

1 .  d4 
2. c4 
3. lLlc3 
4. ltlf3 
5. a4 
6. e4 
7. .i.xc4 
8. 0-0 
9. eS 
10. lLle4 
11 .  h3 
12. lLlg3 
13. lLlgS 

lLlf6 
c6 
dS 
dxc4 
aS 
J..g4 
e6 
.tb4 
tLldS 
lLld7 
.i.hS 
.i.g6 

Already after White's  9th move the evalua
tion became positive for Black. The active 
knight manoeuvre shows clearly that White 

intends to seek chances against the enemy 
king. I should mention in passing that in the 
event of 1 3 .h4 h6 14.h5 .th7 1 5  . .td3 .i.xd3 
1 6.'ii'xd3 0--0 Black's  position would have 
been solid enough. 

13. h6 
The alternative 1 3  . . .  lLl7b6 14 . .i.b3 ( 14  . .i.d3 
.te7) 14 . . .  h6 1 5 .lLl5e4 'ii'h4, aimed at 
consolidating the position of the king, was 
more to the point. 
On the other hand, the inappropriate 
1 3  . . .  lLl5b6 1 4  . .i.xe6 fxe6 1 5 .lLlxe6 would 
have allowed the opponent to begin a direct 
attack with material approximately equal. 

14. lLl5e4 fS? 
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Quite unexpectedly Black switches to dy
namic lines. His panic may have been in
duced by the pressure on the king, which 
White develops in the variation 14 . . .  0---0 
1 5 .'ifg4. 
I think that the position demands a static 
treatment such as 1 4  . . .  ltl7b6 1 5 .Ji.d3 'ti'h4 
or 1 4  . . .  ltle7 . Here the knight aims for f5, to 
consolidate Black's  set-up. 

15. Ji.xd5 
After 1 5 .exf6 ltl7xf6 1 6.ltlc5 ii.xc5 1 7 .dxc5 
'ile7 Black's  dreams could have been re
alised. 

15. cxd5 
From now on Black's  problems become 
insoluble, whereas after 1 5  . . .  exd5 1 6.ltld6+ 
Ji.xd6 1 7.exd6 0-0 1 8 .Ji.f4 'iff6 1 9.l:Ie l 
llae8 20.'ii'd2 ii.fl out of three possible 
continuations White would have had to 
choose the only correct one: 
A) 2 l .'it'xa5 'ifxd4 (2 l . . .g5 22.Ji.e5 ltlxe5 
23.dxe5 .l:.xe5 24.d7 l:.xe l+  25 .l:.xe l Ji.g6 
26.'ii'c7 f4 27.ltlfl±) 22.Ji.e3 'iff6 23 .'ilc7 
f4 24.Ji.xf4 'ii'xf4 25 .'ii'xd7 'ifxf2+ 26.'iitxf2 
ii.e6+ 27.<iitg l  Ji.xd7 with advantage to 
Black; 
B) 2 l .'ifc3 'ifh4 22.'ii'f3 Ji.e6 with a com-
plicated game; · . .. 

C) 2 1 ..l:.xe8 Ihe8 22.l:.e l .l:.xe l+ 23 .'ilxel 
'ii'xd4 24.'ile7 'ilxf4 25.'ii'xd7 with a 
serious advantage to White. 

16. ltld6+ Ji.xd6 
17. exd6 0-0 
18. Ji.f4 ltlb6 
19. 'ifb3 ii.e8 
20. l:.fcl ltlc4 
21 .  .l:.xc4 dxc4 
22. 'iixc4 

and Piket was able to transform his advan
tage into a win on the 39th move. 
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Symbols 

'itt King 
'if Queen 
: Rook 
lLl Knight 
.i. Bishop 
0-0 castle 
X capture 
+ check 
++ double check 
# checkmate 
1 -0 win to White 
0- 1 win to Black 
'lVh draw 
! good move 
! !  brilliant move 
? bad move 
?? blunder 
! ?  interesting move 
? !  dubious move 
+- winning advantage to White 
± clear advantage to White 
;!; slight advantage to White 

equality 
-+ winning advantage to Black 
+ clear advantage to Black 
+ slight advantage to Black t 

CO unclear position 
CO with compensation for the material 
t with initiative 
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