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Kuhn’s Externalistic Attitude Toward History of Science

Abstract

Enternalism has been the dominant attitude in the historigraphy untill middle
of 20th sentury. According to this attitude the task of historigrapher is to
report an intellectual history for scientific theories and to show that the
history of science is the history of accumulation of personal discoveries and
inventions. But the works of Kuhn make a revolutionary turn in the
historigraphy. He under the influence of historians like Butterfield and
Koyré investigate science as a social institution and on this ground presents
history of science as a history of separation of totality of paradigms. He
thinks that literature in history contains a positivistic philosophy and
emphasis on revising this literature by the new historic attitude. Kuhn’s
critics recognize a relativist and antirational elements in his attitude. This
article, will report some main problems after revision of basic elements of
kuhn’s view.

Keywords: internalism, Externalism, Holism, Paradigm, Scientific Revolutions
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