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The Qur’anic Concept of Religion

Religion is a term uscd in several meanings that are not totally irrelevant
from cach other; one is a figurative expression of the other. Here the term
strictly means submissive attitude of human conscience towards some
sacred object. The sacred object means a superhuman controlling power
whose pleasure and displeasure arc responsible for happiness and
sufferings of man. Hardly can any onc claim to be without religion in this
sense. Thus the history of religion and its development are the same as the
history of the development of human consciousness. Of the various
religions in their highly developed form, the religion of Islam is usually
classed among the latest. But as it is presented in the Qur’an, you will find
it the oldest or rather the only religion, the development of which is
co-related with the development of human consciousness. In other words
as the Quran says it is the only faith with which human consciousness is
born. The main source of Islam is the Holy Qur'an. The Qur'an postulates
the existence of Superhuman Power as the Creator and Controller of the

whole universe of which man with his conscience and volition is apart.
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Thus the Quran says the religion is a submissive attitude of human
conscience towards that Almighty Power. It is the only religion approved
by the Almighty. To Ifim every finite thing or being has willingly or
2 unwillingly submitted. No salvation can be sccured by any being but

Page | ¥

through submission to Him. All Muslim schools ol thought are unanimous

in this definition of Islam. The differences between the various schools of
thought in Istam concern only with the details of this submissive attitude.
At the centre and foundation of Islam is Allah, the God, whose name

5 appears more than 2500 times in the Quran. In a polytheistic society,
Muhammad (S) declared the sole existence ol Allah, the transcendent, all-
powerful, and all-knowing Crealor, Sustainer, Ordainer, and Judge of the
universe. The absolute monotheism of Islam is preserved in the doctrine of
the unity and sovereignty of God that dominates Islamic beliel and

®» practice. As God is one, God’s rule and will or law are comprehensive.
extending to all creatures and 1o all aspects of life.
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Collection and Composition
of the Qur’an

The revelations were made through the angel Gabriel. Traditionally it pgg

been held that when Muhammad (S) proclal |
r sometimes written down g

med the revelations to g

followers. They were remembered by heart o
such things as palm lcaves, fragments of bones, and animal hides. After the
Holy Prophet’s death in AD 632 his followers began to collect these
revelations and they were finally put together, 10 form the Qur'an us we
know it, around 650. Written Arabic usually shows consonants only, not

vowels, and the tradition is that the vowels were introduced into text later,
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By the 4th century of Islam (10th century) various systems ol reading (that

1o s, adding vowels 10) the accepted consonantal text had developed, and

seven of these came 1o be accepted as ol cqual validity.
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These accepted ‘readings” should not be confused with the variant
texts of certain Qur'anic passages which Muslim tradition has preserved.
The variants are said to have come from versions of the Qur'an which

s some of the companions of the Holy Prophet (S) had kept but which
differed from, and were supplanted by, the ‘Uthmanic’ version. These
variants are often inconsequential and unimportant although sometimes
lh“:'-"' offer support for a particular view on a legal or religious question
which is disputed among Muslims. |

20 Most modern non-Muslim scholars h
accounts of how the text of
composed. Recent]

ave accepted the traditional
the Quran as we know it came to be

¥, however, some haye put forward different idess,

4applying o the Quran theories .
and methods which h, itful in
the analysis of the Bibje, ich have proved fruitful

The Arabic of the Qurap

forms of Arabic. Itis 4 mixture of
is allusive and

IS distinctive in comparison with other
Prose and poetry without metre. ts sty

clliptical ang
1S grammar gpq vocabulary often difficul®
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ike many Scriptures it is sybi 1
Like many p L 1s subject 1g different Interpretations in Dlaces i
hard to understand, and usually learped togethe S, In places is

I w

10 interpretation. Trudiliunally it has been SCCN as the most perfi
| } 5 Cricet example
and no human being could produce anything 10 match it Since it js
gencrally accepted that the Holy Prophet (S) was illiterate, it is seen us a
miracle that such a work should have beep produced

ith a tradition of

through him.
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In content it consists mainly of mora and ethical commands and

35 recommendations, warnings about the coming last day and final judgement,
stories about prophets before Muhammad (S) and peoples to whom they
were sent, and rules regarding religious life and such things as marriage,
divorce, and inheritance. Its fundamental message is that there is only one
God, the creator of everything, who alone must be served by correct

& worship and bechaviour. This God is constantly merciful and has
continuously called mankind to worship him through a series of prophets

whom he has sent. These prophets have been rejected over and over again
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These prophets have been rejected over and over again
by sinful peoples whom God has therefore punished. The peneral themes
of the Quran and many of its illustrative storics are shared with Jewish

4 and Christian scriptures, but they arc often developed in a distinctive way.
Many details of the stories about previous prophets are closer 1o the
d Christian apocrypha and similar writings than
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versions found in Jewish an

to the versions found in the Bible.
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Hajj and Umra in the Qur’an

i ur’a
There arc five suras in the Q \
will be examined In app

Cow’, contains four passages, -
ssage states among other things that Abrahap g
[smacl raised the foundations of ‘the house’ (another name for Kaghy,
that God made it a resort for mankind and a sanctuary; that He ordaine
that the station of Abraham should be 2 place of prayer; and that ye
ordered Abraham and Ismacl to purify the house for those who circy.
mambulate it, stay by it, and bow down prostrating. The second passage js

n which contain material abgy, the
roximately chronological Order,

pilgrimage. Thg which explicitly mentjop the

Sura 2, ‘The

pilgrimage. The first pa

10 said to have been revealed in connection with the Umra. It is a statemen
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10 said to have been revealed in connection with the Umra. It is a statemen

15

{0 the effect that Safa and Marwa are among the places God has appointed
for sacred rites and that it is therefore no misdemeanour on the part of
those who perform Hajj or Umra if they circuit them both. The third
passage mentions that one of the functions of the new moon is to
determine the time of the Hajj. The fourth passage is the longest and most
complex, and is almost certainly composite. The whole passage, stipulates
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complex, and is almost certainly composite. The whole passage, stipulates
that those who perform the Hajj or Umra should do so for God; gives
Instructions for those who intend to perform them but are prevenled;

asserts t.hat the Hajj falls during specific months; and forbids pilgrims 0
20 engage in sexual activity,

wickedness, and quarrelling, but permits them 10
ply their trade. Mo g p
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Sura 22 is called ‘The Pilgrimage’
S€ction dealing with the Hajj is undoubt
settled Abraham at the site of ‘the h

z other gods with Hj
im o ;
stand, bow do Put 1o purify it for (hose who circumambulate I
W and prostrate themsely
Sura 3. ‘Thf“, Fam. ~ -~ L

Parts of it may be Meccan but the
edly Medinan. It narrates how God
Ouse’, telling him not to associaté
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5 such as the station of Abraham; that anyone who enters it will be secure;
and that pilgrimage to it is a

divinely-ordained duty for anyone who can
afford it.

Page | - Sura 9, ‘Repentance’, includes the proclamation which Ali was

instructed to make at Mina during the Hajj. It contains three ayas which

35 make it clear that Pagans are not to be permitted access to the sacred
places.

Sura 5, ‘The Table Spread’, contains two passages about the Hajj.

They deal principally with the ban on hunting for those attired as pilgrims.
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The Message of the Qur’an

The central message of the Holy Qur’an, which runs through both the
Meccan and the Medinan suras, is that there is only one God and that He

alone is to be worshipped and obeyed. Nevertheless, the Meccan and the
Medinan revelations differ in tenor and content.
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s The Meccan suras tend to be shorter than those revealed in Medina
and to have relatively short ayas. They contain six principal types of
material. First, there are sections which arc called ‘Messenger sections’,
because they are addressed primarily to Muhammad (S), the Messenger of
God. In these ayas, or groups of ayas, God revealed Himself to

10 Muhammad (S) as his Lord, commissioning him; and giving him instruc-
tions about his devotions. Second, there arc ‘signs sections’. These point to
the wonders of God’s creation as evidence of His beneficence, which
should elicit gratitude, and as evidence of His power. Third, there are
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should elicit gratitude, and as evidence of His power. Third, there are
‘polemical sections’ in which the Arabs pagans are lambasted for
15 worshipping other deities besides Allah. Fourth, there are ‘narrative
sections’. Some of these relate how previous peoples who rejected God’s
messengers were consequently destroyed. Others describe the exemplary
lives of believers such as the Patriarch Joseph, and Mary the mother of

Jesus. Fifth, there are ‘eschatological sections’ which describe in graphic
the last judgment; the pleasures of
there are ‘revelation sections’.

20 detail the impending cataclysm;

Paradise and the torments of Hell Finally, ;i

They comprise statements about its authenticity, rebuttals of accusations
isions.

leveled at the Holy Prophet; and accounts of his V1

i MLoac: anntain the civ
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The Medinan suras are often

i S;
2 i3] found in the Meccan suras;
S begin with words ‘O Prophet’. Polemic

rare and gives way (o tirades against
s. The long eschatological passages
placéd by much simpler stereotyped

Jong and intricate. They contain the six
albeit in a modified form.

Messenger sections now frequently
against the Arab pagans is relatively
the unbelieving Jews and Christian
aimed at convincing the sceptics are ¢

aradise and Hell, which are addressed to the believers, The 1
e Ansminated hv punishment stariee

30 allusions tO P
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narrative sections are no longer dominated by puni?hmﬁnt Stories ahoy
people who were utterly dﬂs‘m?’ﬂ'-’ for ““rﬂr unbelief. As the Me_-:]if‘w.n
revelations are addressed primarily to Muslims, or to Jews and Christjyy,
who share their belief in Creation and the Hereafter, signs passages are g
3s longer necessary although they are still fo‘u.nd omaslonan_y_ Finally,
revelation sections are relatively rare. In addition to these six types of
material, the Medinan suras contain a profusion of legal precepts and
exhortations intended specifically for believing community. Many of them
also make frequent reference 1O God's names, in formulae such as 'He is
a0 the Oft-Relenting, the Merciful’ and *He is All-Powerful, All-Wise’.
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Belief in the Absolute
Oneness of God

Unity means belief in absolute Oneness of God, in the sense that He is not
composite and divisible in any sense of composition and divisibility. It
implies negation of all limitations because limitation in any sensc implics
composition, and a composite being is not self-existent. A sclf-existent
s unlimited being is not definable, so any attempt (o cénccivc Him by any
external or internal means of our limited power of understanding is futile.
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But He is realisable by every being, in the sense, that every limited being
can realise His Existence and Essence as manifested in His Attributes. His
Attributes can be presented in two wayblAfﬁrmatlve and Negatlv/) All His
10 Affirmative Attributes refer to assertion of His Absolute Unity. All His
Negative Attributes refer to negation of limitation and composition. Thus

they are reducible to negation of limitation and composition.
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Negative AttnhuteF LE!‘I be explained as follows: He is not describable
l:

in any physical or dnlhmg orphic terms. Hec is not consisted of body,

15 colour and size. It is not possible for any creature (o sce or sight Him, to
not to be presented in the terms of

imagine and conceive Him. He is . |
is not possible to localisc Him

substance or contingent matter or form. It
to any part of time. He is not 1o be

hough as a Creator He i with
coextended with Him. All these
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in any part of space or confine Him
aligned and counted with any being. Alt

™ cverything but nothing can be coexisted of

.
negations mean the negation of limitation and compositio
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His Affirmative Attributes are of threc types:
L The Essential or Real Attributes of the Essence

2. The Essential Relative

" 3. The Relative Attributes
The Essential or Real Atribules
Which are implied in the very ided of Un

Attributes

of the Essence mean such ideas

ity of Essence and are ldcnm;ul

il

with it and not in relation to anything clsc. Thes

Existence, (c) Self-Consciousness, (d) Sclf-Love

30 understood that life should not be taken here

animal, and man. Life,
Attributes a, b, c, d.

Se arc: (a) Unity, (b) Se.
» and (e) Life. It shoulg p,
as what is found ip Plany,
here, mcans the total of above mentioneg
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. : ject of cach of these attributes are
1dentical inasmuch as there is no difference among the knower, knowing
and the known, or the lover, loving and the beloved and so forth.

The Essential Relative Attributcs mean such ideas which are said
about Him in consideration of His relation to the objects other than
Himself, and thcsg are: (a) Knowledge of objects other than Himself, (b)
40 Will-the love for expression and manifestation, (¢) Love of objects other

than Himself, and (d) Might or Hold over objects other than Himself.
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The Relative Attributes are innumerable, such as Creator, Sustainer,
Forgiver, Ruler, Helper, and so forth. Any adjectival idea about Him in
relation to some aspect of his action is rclative attribute. The number of

4s relative attributes are known to Him alone. These attributes are the result
of the second type, the Essential Relative Attributes. Again the second
type of Attributes are derived from the first typc, the Essential Attributes.
Finally, His Essence is beyond any limitation, definition and compre-
hension. These are all that a finite being in his utmost effort can say about
so Him-The Allah. Allah is the only great name for His Essence and

Existence which is but ‘All-Excellence’.
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Preliminaries Required for
the Study of the Qur’an

- Comprehending the Holy Qur'an requires certain preliminaries which are
briefly described here. The first one is the knowledge of the Arabic
language. In the same way, to acquaint oncself with the Qur'an without
knowing the Arabic language is impossible. The other essential condition
Torah, the Holy Qur'an was revealed gradually during a long period of
twenty-three years of the Prophet’s life, a tumultuous time in the history of
Islam. It is on this account that every verse of the Qur'an is related 10
certain specific historical incident called shn-i nuzdl. The shit'n-d nuzdl,

0 by itself does not restrict the meaning of the verses, but the knowledge of
the particulars of revelation throws more light on the subject of the verses
effectively.
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The third condition essential for the understanding ol the Quran, is
the correct knowledge of the sayings of the Holy Prophet (S). He wis,
15 according to the Qur’an, the interpreter of the Qurian par excellence, The
Quran says:
We have revealed to you the Reminder that you may make clear
to men what has been revealed to them ... . (16:44)
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According to the Quran, the Prophet himself is the cxcgu!iﬂf and the

3 interpreter of the Quranic text. Whatever has I'EHL'ht:(l us Irmn‘ lllm
Prophet, is of great help in our understanding of the Quran. Au-.-:nidmg Y
the authentic riwhyat of the [mams arc of great help to us in our

Understanding of the Qur'an. et etanas of §
A signiﬂgcant point to bear in mind, during the initial stages of study,

Ya i L 5 lhﬂ
“ s that we should try 10 comprehend the Qur'an with lht}fh:tﬂ ufl o
¥ L ."l- I\i {
Quran itself, This goal is easily attainable because the VEIs& Q

; ificd structurc.
®nstitute a completely united integral whole, & cohcrent uni
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All great _commentators of the Quran have affirmed this. The Qurap |

: wipe b ) . as
1ts own specific mode of discussing various problems. There arc instange
where if a solitary verse is studied without placing it in its proper conteyy

1L gives quite a different sense than when it is seen under the light of the
verses dealing with a similar subject.

30

For instance, the specific mode and style of the Qur'an may be
noticed from the distinction drawn between the firm verses and the
ambiguous ones (4yat al-mutashibiht). What should be kept in mind s
some of the issues dealt with the Quran are related to metaphysical

matters and the transcendental world, which cannot be expressed in an
ordinary language.
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Since the language of the Qur’an is the same as the one used by men,
40 inevitably, the same diction is used for the most sublime and spiritual
themes as we use for earthly subjects. But in order to prevent any
misunderstanding about certain problems, some verses have been deviced
in such a way that they need to be explained with the help of other verses.
In order to avoid any possibility of ambiguity in its exalted themes, the

45 Qur’an asks us to check the mutashabihat against the muhkamat:

He sent down upon thee the Book, wherein are verses firm that
ila nccanca nf the Rook (3:6)
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Thereby, the Qur'an means that there are certain verses whose
and other meanings cannot be derived from

firmness cannot be denied
Such verses are the ‘mother’ of the Book. In

i | ones.
so them, except their rea . :
e way as a mother is the refuge to her child, or umm al-qurd is the

the firm verses are also regarded as the axes of the
of course, to be cogitated
ed upon with the help of
hout the help of the

the sam
center of the cities,
mutashébihét. Al-dyit al-mutashabih4t are,

upon and understood, but they are to be ponder
ss al-Ayat al-muhkamét. Any inference drawn wit
mother-verses would not be correct and reliable.
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The Quranic concept of religion
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Collection and composition of Quran
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Hajj and Umra in the Quran
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The message of the Quran
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Belief in the Absolute Oneness of God
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Preliminaries required for the study of the Quran

o3ls 03y o o 39 Glemi slixo

Par excellence e pled Al
authentic TN o g
ambiguous a>g gd wlie

firm Sote S S
sublime Sl Slee
cogitate el . 380 S S GeS

Bear in mind Kept in mind oyls Ll s




