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The retina receives the image formed by the lens and converts light energy into chemical energy and nerve signals that reach the brain via
the optic nerve.

As light enters the eye, rhodopsin |||\
within the cells of the retina ‘
absorbs the light.

The cells of the retina contain rhodopsin, a
molecule composed of opsin (a protein) and
cis-retinal (vitamin A).

QI SN
Retina cells
(rods and

cones) cis-Retinal frans-Retinal

As rhodopsin absorbs light, retinal changes from cis to
trans, which triggers a nerve impulse that carries visual
information to the brain.

Eye Nerve impulses
to the brain
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