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‘Jean Baudrillard's article; “The Gulf War will not take placs,”
was published in Libération on 4 January 1991 a little over onié .
month after the UN Security Council had voted to atthotise the -
use of foree if Iraq had mot begun to rémove it troops fror
Kuwait by January 15, and 2 little vunder tivo weeks hefore the'
American and British air attack on Baghdad and lraql .ijo's_ltlbﬁé_ﬁ -
in Kuwait, Far from being déterred by the unifolding situation,
he Wrote two more pieces along similar lines: “The Gulf War 13 '

it'-"ri-'allgf' takiiig: place?” whith referred to the gvents Idﬁﬁnfg::_ | o
February 1991, and “The Gulf War did’ not mke placc, whmhi _— . _ )
vas Writteit after the endof hostilities on 28 E'cbruary Part Dt'_- S

the second article appcamd i Libératiorion 6 February Whlle a'ﬁ L

_ fragment of the third drficle appeared in Libération on 29
March’ 1 991. AIL thiree plECE'E first appcarcd in extended i'orm i
thie book pubhshedeay 1991.1" ca
. Thie central thiesis of Baudrillird's essays appears to he chrect—
'ly contradicted by the facts, What took: place daring Ianuary.
and Febniary 1991 was a massive aerial bombardment of Trag’s
militery and civil infrastricture. According to some a’c’:'{':nuril.:i,
the amount of high explosive unleashed in the first month of ihe
"conflict excecded that of the entire allied air offensive during
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WW I1.2 This was followed by & systematic air and land aSsath.
on the Iragi forces left in Kuwait; which cilminated in the mfa—

mous “turkey shoot” carried out on the troops and others flee-
ing along the road to Basra, Official estimates of lives lost as

direct casualties of these attac_ks’ are n the er'de_i* ol 1 OO,DDD. but

these do not take into account the subsequent loss of life duc to

hunger and discase. On 1he face of it, Baudrillard could not have

been more wrong. Sa why did he pursue this line of argument
which appears to deny thic realily of the Gulf Warp. .

At the time, the TV Gulf War must have sesmed to many view- .'
ers o perfect Baudrillardian s_ifhtila’crum, a hyperreal scenarié
in which events lose theiridentity and significrs fade Into one

another. Fascination and horror at the reality which seemed to

untold before vur very eyes mingléd with a pervasive sense. of.
unrealily as we rccognised the elements of Hollvivood script -

which had preceded the real (the John Wayne language and

bearmg of the military spokeemen} and as the mgmﬁers ei past -
events faded into those ef the prcsent {the oil-soaked sea: bird

recvcled from the Exxon Valdez to warn of impending ecodjsas-

ter in the Gulf) Occasionally, the absurdity nf the media's self- _

representatlen as purvevar: of reahty and immediacy broke

through, in moments such as those when the CNN- cameras -
crossed live Loa ;_.,r'(]llp of reperters assemblcd somewhere i in the
Gulf, only to have them confess that they were alsa smmg -
around watching CNN in order to find cut what was happer=

ing. Television news coverage appeared to have finally c:augh’t |

up with the logic of simulation. - - - -

.. ef hlstory
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It ﬁ'&s' rioit the first tirme that. inia'ﬁes'of W.d[" .hd'd:dppﬂdmd on

.TV %reenw, buk-it. WH‘-E Ihe f‘ml time {hat: Lhey were re]ﬂ)ed

: hve lrom ‘the battlelront Tt was' not the ilrst occasmn on

which the military ccnserod what could be rcperbcd but it did

- irivolve anew level of military control of mportage and iiiiages:

Mlhtary planners had clearly learnt a-great deal ; smce Vlemam
procediires for controlling the media were developed and tested
in the Falklands, Grenada and Panama. Asa resuit, what we '_

‘saw Was for the most part a “clean” war; w1th lots of pmtures of -
'm.eaponry, inclading the amazing. footage from the nose: cam-

gras of “smarf bombs,” and relatively few tmages of- human

‘dasuallies; none from. itie’ Allied forces. Tn'the wordé of one. .

commentator; for the first timc;. “the power to create a erisis:

'mergcs wnth the powcr 1o direct the mowe aboul it:.. Deserl
' Storm was the first major glebal medla crisis erchcstratmn that "

made mstant hlswry n3 The Gul:t War- rnowe was msta.nt h.lStD—'_.

Ty i III. the sense; tl:lat the selected 1mages whleh were bmadcast_
worldmde provoked 1mmed1ate respenses and then became':__ L

frozert trita the. dccepted story of the war: hlgh-tech weapons :

' emiﬂgmal d:saqter, 1he. llherdhon of: Kiwait. In case anyone__i .
missed the ﬁmt re]ease, CNN produced its own edlted clocu.men— R o
Lary, “CNIN: Warip the G ulf' ‘which was shown on TV d@round o

the world Wlthm weeks of the: cnd of hestlhl;les Tnne Warner_.

. pmduccd a CD—ROM disk en-Deserl Storm which mduded puh- :
hshe-:i text ‘medited correspondcuts rcports photes end maps ' N

the form of a sl.ngle liypértext document. In theéir pubhcr[)r :
they described this- Interaetwe multlmedla chsk asa “hrst drait

“The Prew\slc}n of Slmular:ra Baudrlllard took as an
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allegory of simulation the Borges story. in which the cartogra-
phers of an empire draw:up a map so detalled. that t:exactly

covers the territory.? Thanks to the geographical data collected

by the US Defense Mapping Agency, remote corners of thé
American: Empire such as Kuwait a.lready exist on hard disk,
Just as it marked a new level of military control' over the public
representation of combat operations, so the Guif War displayed
a new level of mtlitary deployment of stimulation technology.

Technological simulacra nelther displace nor deter the violent
reality of war, thcy have become an Integral part of its opera-
tivnal procedures. Virtual environments are now incorporated
into operational warplanes, filtering the real scene and present-
ing aircrew with a more readable world.? The development of
flight simulators provided an early example of the compurter
technology which allowed the boundaries between simulation
and reality to become blurred: the images and information
which furnish the material for exercises and war games
become indistinguishable from what would be encountered in
a real conflict. The same technology now allows the creation of

stmulated environments in which to train tank crews, and even.

. the possibility of connected simulators in whiéh_ virtual tank

battles cah be foughl oul. An article in the ﬁr_st 1ssue of Wired -

recounts developments in the use of nelwhrked stmulation
machines as iraining devices. Current research aims to-achieve
what is called. “seamless manjpﬁlatiou”- in which “the seams
betw_eer_; reality and virtuality will be deliberately blurred” and

“real tanks can engage simulator crews on real terrain which is-

simuoltaneously virtnal.” Within months of the end of the war,
army historians and simulalion modelers had produced théir

Introduction 5

own multimedia, fally interactive, network capable digital sim-
ulation of oné of the tank battlés from the closing staiges of the
conflict: “armchair strategists can now fly over the virtual bat-
tlefleld in the ‘stealth vehicle,” the so-called ‘SIMNET {lying
carpet,’ viewing the 3-D virtual landscape from any angle dur-
ing any moment of the batile. They can even change the para-
meters — give the [ragis infrarcd largeling scopes; for instance,
which they lacked at the time-... this is virtual reality as a new
way of knowledge: a new and terrible kind of transcendent rml—
itary power.”® . Ce . - Lol

- Baudrillard at tlmES ‘portrays the Gulf conflict as one.
between a relentless and pre-programmed military machine
and'a hysterical trickster, a rug salesman whose essential..
weapons Include the ruse and the decoy. (65-6) Quite apart
from the orlentalist overtones of this image, it Lmderesumates‘:-_
the role played by dissimulation and deception: n"'per'atinns
within Allied military strategy. Electronic warfz_lre"invnlvéﬁ.
new forms of deception by means of électronic interference
and falsified sigrials. In the Gulf; such Iﬂchnf’)lr_)gi'cal-'dissihi’ulﬁ-:'
tion was combined with old-fashioned tactical dec’eptioﬁ:i
manocuvrcs on the ground, with apparent success. American
dgents even succeeded in introducing a computer virts into lraq s
air defence conlma.nd and control systeim.” Seen In this light; the '
nse of the media to pass disinformation to the other side is sim-
ply another dimenston of a consistent strategic embrace of the.
logic of simulation. The Gull War thus wilnessed the birth ofa
new kingd of military-apparatus which incorporates the: power
to: control the proﬂudion and circulation of images as 'WB_II as

the power to dircct the actions of bodics and machincs. It
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involved a new kind'of event and a new kind of powet whick is

al once both real and simulacral. -7

Bauidrillard’s essays pursue a high-risk writing strategy, court-

ng equa]ljf the dangers of contradiction by the facts and self-
refutation: They occasionally force the facts to fit their:own

rhetorical oppostiions: for evample; in-claiming that "_‘no-;.éé:ci-'- .

dents occurr'ud'iu' this war, everything uufoldixlg- ac'co‘rdiug_.- to

programmeatic order.” (73) They rail against the proliferaf[ioi] of -

usefess commentaries, yet do not hesitate to offer commentary -

of thici own: for example; siggesting thai there are more Leicks

to the wily Arab opponent than the Pentagomn srrategists su's-;i-' S
pect. (81} This is Baudrillard as armchair strategist and. expert S
In the stratagems of symbolic EXChau'ge-..Thej'- denounice the. -

emptiness.of the media event but also seek to éndow it with the

qtatuq'of'being an exemplary-non-event. But"t"h-ese' are pot.
bcholarly analyses of the events themselves, nor even of thelr" -
medin repwsentduon ‘Baudrillard is reluctarit tu clatm the sta-. .

tus of philosophy, sociology or ‘political analysis for his wrmng, o
but equally resistant to its dismissal as literatire or poetry. - '

time and ‘with a little imagination; he haa since auggesl,t'd ll

will be possible to read The Gulf War did not take p!ace.as- if: it _
were a science fiction novel.? Thise are cccasional éssays by "_1::. SR
writer who believes that Wrztmg should be less' ﬁﬁfcscntaﬁoﬁ-_- L
of reality than it.s-_trausﬂguratlon and that it--shuuld".ﬁursué'- a- "
“fatal strategy” of pushing things to extremes. Thiey" a'réf 'ai'sdi__ . :
tmmediate responses to instant history TV and its frst ciraff-'ver+' E

sions in the print media.” As suchi; they belong in the series of

' 'vert what 13 belng sard by pursumg its 1mplicit logtc"' 0{'

. lhtroduetibh_-': L 7

tus essays whlch mcludes a dzscussmn of the staged massacre at

Tumsoara. and the: equa]ly provocatively. titled respuuse toa
television lmk—up with Sara}evo, “Niy Plty for Saralevn *9 The

timing of thelr compomtlon is 1rnpm'tant .
“The Gulf War will not take place” was wrltten in Decembcr
1990 and ]anuary 1991 whcu the firial. act of the Guli crISIS'

- was st to be played out:- At one level, the response’ expnessed.__ :

in this a.rucle is a kind of ﬁute en avant, a-sardonic cha]lenge to.

the media hype surrounding the (Julf crisis.. The pmnt belng.-._ S

- made is that the events whrch were’ unfoldmg dld not an&

wou]d not correspond to: what Baudrillard Callad the ar(,hdlu_

u:uagmary of medla hystena "(56) This i ‘Lmﬂglndr‘y nb]EL.t of
: medra bpeculdtlon was tolal war in lhe 1940'2 serise, 1nclud1ng'}_' ) s
the uqe of chemical and pcrhapq evenr nucleclr WﬂdeIlb Wdr 111 . _

* that sénse dld nat take place; even thuu gh maqs‘we damage waq L o
:'-ml'lu,led hy means’ of convantmnal wcapons Baudrlll&rd s
""respome to l.]]€ aubbequeul. GVEDLS purbues the symbuhc chal- "
'.lcngc tu thc mam]cr i WhJ_Ch thiese: were porl:rayed It is: not.

"1ron3r so much as the kind of black humour which seeks to suh—- .

'. 'extremes soyo want s to be].teve that this' was a cleau. mml»_ o
N _'mahst war ‘with htﬂe cu]lateral damagc and few A]lled Ldmdl-

Lies. ‘Nhy qtnp there  War? what war?

Rhetorlc dSlde, Baudnﬂard’s first: eshay is also. ]"Bb[)ﬂl’ to

.the qut'atmn whu,h rﬁmdmed opet at tht: tll’TIt: wﬂl thene or wdl:' c

. ‘there not be: warr HlS answer: points: to. an 1rony i events the n

- delves wlnch r]erwes [rom the fact that e itsclf has be mc
'wrtual The hypothems of “The Gulf War will not take pla g5 _
L that the deterrence of war in the traditional gense has been--_' L
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inter_n'aliséd' and turned back upon the Western powers, pro-

ducing a forny of self-deterrence which renders. them incapable

of nealis'in'g' their own power in the form of relations of foree.

Under present conditions, Baudrillard}'argues, the virlual has

overtaken the aectual, it funetions to deter the real event and
leaves only the simualacrum of war which will never advance to
the use of force; "we are no longer in a logic of the passage from
virtual to actiial but in a hyperrealist logic of the deterrence of
therealbythewrtua.l 27y IR EUREI :

- The underlying argument of thls Inltlal essay is that the
loglcof- deterrence has transformed the nature of war.
Delerrence is a matter of the virtual exercise of power..'actiﬁn
upon the action of thie othier by immaterial means. Tt is 4 means

of waging war, but one in which the aim i# precisely non-

engagement or the avoidance of dircet.cncounter bctWeen the -
partles involved. The Cold War was indeed  wir, one that has -
been fought- and won, but increasingly by cconomic, informa-
tlonal-:'#ﬂd electronic means. It was a war_--fought-bn;thq '

principle of deterrence, on the basis of an economic, R&D and
informational effort to.deter any use of matertal force by the
olher side. It was won when the Soviet economie and: pc;ljtical
system could no-lenger maintain the effort. In the process,
Bandrillard suggests, war cvolved in a manner paréllel' lor thie

evolution of capital: “just as wealth is no longer measureéd by

the'-ostentatid_n--'of wealth but by the sceret circulation of -
speculative capital, so war Is not measured by being unleashed .
but by its speculative unfolding in an abstract, electronic and. .
informational space, the same ' one in. which: c“ép‘ita_l-_
moves.”(56} This does not mean that it 1s unreal in the sense of .

Introduction _ 9

not hdvmg real effects, any maore lhan acapilal crisis is unreal
becauqe it takes place in the electmmc and mformatlonal space
of digitalised and networked financial markets_,: Rather, it
means that state-of-the-art military power is now virtual in the
sense that it is deployed in an abstract-.-éle_ctron_it and informa-
tional space, and in the sense that its primary rriech_anis'm- is no

- lohger the use of force. Virtual war is th.ereforé:nofsirﬁplj* the

image or imaginary representation of real war, Eut- a’ qua]ita-'
tively différent kind of war, the ellects of which include the -';up-
prcssmn of war in the old sense.

Shortly after the.publication of “The Gulf War will not. talie_ :
place” the bombmg began in earnest:-At the end of that ess5ay,
Baudrdlard offers:a reason for undertakmg what he calls the

. _“Stupld gamble of: attempting to demonstrate the impossibility"- "

- of war m the Fu]f]ust at.the moment. when 311 the stgns were.

pmnl,lng in the dnrectmn of its ou.,urrence. ndmer the stupidity.

- of not. doing sa.(2 8) The Stllpldlth in qucstmn is that of th0°3e
‘_crltlcs who uncntlca]ly part1c1pate in: the suppused reallsm of__

I:he lnfonnahon mdustry, or the Stupldlty af takmg a posmoﬂ
for or agamst the war w1thout first mterrogatmg the nature' :

: 'and type of reality proper to events such as these. Whlch unfold-j
-ed m the Gulf and o11 our. TV screens: “For' Baudnllard i thesez_' :
essays. “tt Is niot a question of being for or agamst the wari Tt is

a que'alinn ﬂl'hem gforora gdmbt the reality of the war. AnalySIS ;

_must nnt be. sdcnﬁced tp the expnesqmn of anger. It must be
-cntlrely directed agamsl reallly, agamst the evidence;. hcrc,
'aga.inst the emdence of this war. MIO e
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_ Accordingly, & prlmary concern of the second ebedy, The' :
Gulf War: is it roa]ly taklng placor . is to interrogate (he nafure. -

of the Gulf War asa media event. This is not & war but a simu-

lacrum of war; a virtual eveni which isless the repreSeDtatiOIl_

of real war than a spectacle which serves a variety of political -

and strategic purposes on all sides. Here, the sense in 'whieh )

Raudrillard speaks of events as virtual is related to the idea that

real events lose their identity when they attain the velocity of

real time information, or to-employ ancther metaphor, when
they become encrusted with the information which represents

them. In this sense, while televisual information claims to pro-~
_vide immediate access to real évents, in fact what it does is pro-

duce informational evenis which stand in for thee real, and

which “inform” public'opinjon 'Which- in turn affects the course

of suhsequent events,’ boih real aud informalional. As ¢on-’

‘sumers of mass media, we never experience the bare material S

event but 'only the infermaiional coaling which renders 1l-
“sticky and unintelligible” like: thc oil-soaked sca bird. (32}-

Where was this image captured and what oil splll caused 1t'-‘.

Who caused the oil spill to begin with? To the extent_- tha_t- _real__ _ E

events are'médiat_sd-i'and'portrﬁyed by such selected 'ifnages,

they héeo_me-'coﬁramlnateﬂi by what Baudrillard calls: ‘*Ehe_ '

stretural tinreality of ima ges’._”f46—.?'} The result is a niew kind

of entity; qualttatively different to-“real” or.“imaginarg.'"-"e\rent"s' =
as these were nﬂﬂer‘smnﬂ' prior 1o the advent of modérn coras -

munications't'ee}inolcjgy'-virtual'media-events' These aréinfor-" .
matlonal cntlttcs and cnc of their defining charaetcrlsucs is to

be always open to mterprctatlon Informational cverits are. thuv.'

the objects of endless speculation: because a range of interpre-

- uou of for:.e into lhe Dﬂgl()[l (7 1—-2)

lntroduction . 11

tol_io'ns_' is :'oiw'a'j’e possibl’_e.. tho i'd'o'nﬁty-'{if_ such-cvents becomes
vague or undecidable. BaudrillarrliS' GquWar éssoyfsﬁ provide
many examples of such aporia: for example, throughéiit nivich
of its duration; the war 15 bath a non-event, an empty war in
the sense that there is a lack of real engagement bctween the
combatanh and an gicessive;- wuperabundanl war m Ierms of'_

the quuntll} ufpermnnel and material mwolved (3 3—4} Dn the-_

.one hand the American- dec 1510n-mdkers are unable to per-- .

ccive the Other'in any terms bit thicir-owi, and asa tcsull; Lh:,}:
misrecognise the strategic- sims of Saddam Hussein; on- the
other Hussein: is cntlmly a4 méreenary beholdcn to. out'alde _
forces and it is'the West whlch is in-conflict mth 1tseli in B
fraq. (3 7—8) Finally, the. lraql invaslon of Kuwait may be repre-' |

sefited as the outeome of the megalomamac ambmons of a .
. loeal d1ctator or as the result of & dehherate ploy ot the part of .

'thc Américan’ admmmtral ian in on]er o feg:l:rmqe |I<= pro]e('- -

Thc unagcs of war nonothcimv; havc roal cﬂ'ects and bccome- S
' enmeshed in the ensumg materlal and somal rcahty In thls \ '_
: sense, Baudrlllard argues, we live in:a hyperreahty whlch -
. results lrom the fusmn of- thc virtual 'and: the real mto a thrrd_ o
g order of reality.: M&ch has boon written: sm(.c thic. Gulf L.I“BIS:”. _
: 'about ‘thee role of the media m promotmg the rmlltary optzon, .
: 'and about the practice of mlsmformatlon. lics and’ propaganda_ _ -
. :_' on both sldes There is no doubt that such th.mgs occurred One
; _ of ihe more effective propaganda storfes about lraql atrocities _.
in Kuwair was the’ eye-wimess account, ‘before a Longressmnal
'-'..'Humau Rights: Cducub, of Iraqi soldiérs removing babies from'
- 'mcubators and leavmg them to dJc It later-emerged that the '
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witness was the daughter of the Kuwaiti ambassador te the US;
and that she had been-coached by a public relations firm hired '

by the Kuwaiti Government.'" On the other side, television

foolage of an putraged woman amid the rubble of an Iraqi

neighbonrhood wags later shown to have featured an- Assistant
Deputy Foreign Minister and former ambassador to the US.!2
For some critics, such manipulation constitutes an abuse of the
demeocratic right to information. However, the danger of & criti-
cal response which is confined to the denunciation of such
abuses is that this alsosustains what Baudrillard calls a.“hypo-
crilical vision of television and information.”(46) It. judgcsth’e

mcdia by reference to a moral ideal, namely that of a gocd or

truthful use of images and signs. In fact, there is nothing mher—
ently good aboul images or signs; and they can just as readl.ly.

be employed to deceive as Lo (ell the truth, As Baudrillard
argues in his article on Timisoara, the indignant attempt t6
maintain a moral de_fencc ageinsi the principle of simulatlon .

which governs all forms of represcntation misses the point: “the
image and information are subject to no principle of truth or

reality.”13 In this sense, it is cynics such as Saddarn Husseir’_[‘-

and the 1S military commanders who are less naive and hypo-

critical in their willingness to control information and' unages
in whatever ways best serve their strategic ends: “We believe:
that they immorally pervert images. Not so. They aloné are. '

conscious of the profound immorality of 1 m:ages "(47):

Informational_ events such as the Gulf crisis are endénﬂt:'to .
postriodern public life. Sinee they are by definition always“ope_n:: .
to Interpretation. they may be madg to serve a varlety of politi-

cal ends, They are an Important vector of power: Whal matiers
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is to.control the production and meaning of information in a
given coﬁtext. In effect; at lesst two strrtegies arc in play with

" regard to 1hie ¢ontrol of information in contemporary public

life. During the “live” phase of a stgnificant event such as the
Gulf, conflict er an election campaign, the strictest control-of
information is necessary in order to influence future develop-
ments. Wherever public opinion can feed back into a political
process which includes the event in question, tmage and iﬁteif—.
pretation or “spin” upon current developments is vital. That :ls__'
why the Gulf War movie was also an influential part of his’t‘tﬁ‘ji-
even as it unfolded. Reports before and during the :conflict
phase directly influenced public opinion in support-of the war 2

. F‘:Im coverage of the bombing of retreating Iraqi iorces was fun— -
" damental to the deciston to end the: war; since it was feared that." -
such im apes wonld adversely affect’ publlc sentiment. Thc-'- o

Imagcs of destruction and death along the road to Basra dld ]:lot':_

ﬁt the scnpl. of the world's first high- tech clean War, Where' .
' enemy forccs are relianit upon TV news for m.formauon as it 1s"-

argued the Iraqis were during the Gulf conflict, it becories pos-'
sible’ to employ the media directly as'a conduit for dlsmforma-

tiots. L‘Jurmg the preparatl{ms for'the land offensive, media'-
reparts of US Manne§ aloug the Saudi border with Kuwmt and-- "
on amphlblous ships off the coast were part of a calculated and'
auccessful strategy to deceive Iraqi corhmanders aboiil Lhe llke-; )

' ly dII‘ELtIDﬂ of the assanlt.}? Reports of such deliberate dccep-' _

tion imply. that the use of media reports as part of the:Allied
Iﬁﬂitary"s operational conduct of the war was more extensive
thau even Bandrillard suggests. - - L

Howevel: once the live phase of the event. is pdbbed another
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stratogv takes over . The: prohﬁ.ratlon of archwal mformatlon B .
including taped audio-visual. records’ allows the. ement fo

become utterly dlsporsed into a miorass of conﬂjctmg mterpro-

tations -and hypotheses about what really happened D!d'_: o
Saddam: Hussein undertake the invasion of Knwait agamat d“ o
indications orwas hig lifed into & trap by LS pollcy nakersy S
Who was reall}; responsible for the ussassination.of JFK? And _
-who killed Laura Palmer? It is this latter effect of the. prohtera—:_'_' -
tlon of mformatlon which gels limits to'the cffectiveness of the - ;
kinid of critical media anulysis which sccks to diséover the truth: o
'of events The author of The Persian GL{U TV. War, Douglas_ o '.
. Kellner, recounts his heréulean efforts to- obtain’ and’ cross—" '
_ -(,her:k nf nrmatmn about the Gulf War: Desplte thls h]S book_ _'
- opens, w;th an admission of faflure: he cannot dec1do oonclu--_ ' f
sively for oF against the conspiracy theory’ accordlng 1o’ wh.tch-:_' o
. the Us euncod Irag to invade Kuwait sthee * “‘Other accounts are =
. also’ plausible 15 It is the desire to dvoid this klnd of mforma—f o
'nonal aporla whloh lies behind Baudrillard's i m] umt:on "Rcmst: .
the probab]hty ‘of any image-or in I'ormahon v. hataver. Be more' o
‘viriual than tho cvents themselves, do not seek: to Te- establish e
‘the frith. we do ot have the means, but do- not bo duped and'_
o lhat end re- immicrse tho war arid all intormatton i the Vlrtli- o _
ality from wherice théy: came Be meteorologlcally Se:EI.SlthE-' to ': -
: blupidlty (66— } Not only: does: the real vanish’ into the: wrtual;“ - -
through an excess of mformauon it leaves an: arohlval depomt’ - :
snch that * generations of vzdeo—zombwb- Lwill hever cease'.. o

reconstltutlng the évent. (47}

And even if we did possess the méans to ostabllsh the truth L

what difference would this inake? For every book oxposmg the I

_ 'w]:uch champzon It as the defence of democracy al:u:l the: Nev
'WorldDrder e e T

* Christopher Nortis regards Baudrillard's Galf War essays

'buggest doqulesoenoe 111 elther the po]ltlcal aud !
: 'tlonq oarrled it m Lhe (’ulf ur theie portray(ﬂ

Indeed the tone and argument of Baudrﬂlard s ossaj lS.EIltII

- wholo poqtmndem I.endency iri wnlt‘mpor‘dry thoor}

. litfoduetion -

lies and inhuiimanity of US policy in thie Gulf thers aré tw

definitive exposure of the iritellectual and 'pmifi&uf b‘ﬁﬁk‘ﬁ- I

'of poa[modem thought and'& dﬂ[ﬂﬂﬂ&trdtlﬂl] of the depth__ _'f

' "ldoologloal oomphc:ty that' CX‘lStS ‘betiveen’ such forms of extret 'o

. antl-reahst or lrrauonahst doctrmo and the CIIS':_ “of motal and - _'

pohtloal nerve whloh afflicts Western mtolleotuals Aooordmg_ : .
to Norrzs Baudrillard's “abstird theses” about the war readlly-._f SR

; accord mth a postmodom mood of widespread oynjoal aoquj" SR

ly dlrecl:ed agamst tho comph(:lty whloh rcsults from tho fallur

to questlon the realgy snd the nature ot these evonts Norrls = - :
. 'own rhetoncal stance is one whioh suggosts that altemativ S
- _rheoreucal approaohoo offer the prggpect of 4 eﬁe 4 tive cntlcal:_: o

" Yet Baudrlllard at Ieast pubhshed polemical plooes ;- .
whlch addrosscd tho pohtloal and modla roallty ai the: I,;me

Norrls Selzod tho occasion tor- rcncw hlq campalgn agamsl Ihe'

H15 argument largely repeats.-that of his earlicr artlclc oﬁ"
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Baudrillard and the politics of postinedernism.!” On the one
hand. he concedes the descriptive value of Baudrillard's

account, allowing that “this is tndeed in some sensé a ‘post-

modern’ war, an exercise In mass-manipulative rhetoric and
‘hyperrezl’ suasive techniques, which does undoubtedly con-
firm some ol Baudrillard's more canny diagnostic obscrva-

liong. 18 On the other, he rejects the epistemological sccptl(ﬂsm

which he takes to lie behind this postmodern tendency, and
questions {he supposed connection belween the diagnosis of-

the postmodern condition and this philosophical eonclusion.

The flaw which runs through ali postmodernist thinking isa
confuscd cpisiemological argument which begins by denying
that we have any means of access to “what happens” other

than what is provided by the media, and ends by concludingon
this basis that there is no “operative difference between truth -

and falsehood, veridical knowledge and its semblance.”'¥. - -+
Understood in this manner, (he thesis thal. the Gulf War did
nat take place would indeed be ludicrous, and would hardly

juslily the effort of u lengthy essay in reply. But episternological

scepticism founded upon the Ingic of representation is not part.”

of Baudrillard's argumeni: not only does he make truth-claimis

about whai happened; his interrogation of Lhe realily of the

media Gulf War presupposes that this is a different kind of event
from those which occurred in the desert, a simulacrum rather
than a distorted or misleading representation. These essays

advance no universal clalms-about the collapse of the real into
its forms of representation, but rather make specific ontological

claims about aspects of present soclal reality, such as the virtu=
al war which resultz from the strategy of deterrence and the N

Introduction’ -~ - 17

virtual informational war which-we experience through the
media. At one point, it is truc; B’au’ﬂﬁ!la:d-rQMiﬁds.'us_;ﬂlat'_the
direct transtission by CNN of information in real time does not
prove that war is taking place.(61) However, his claim that the
Guif War did not take place does not dépé:id upon the boSSibﬂi-
ty of bllCh technolagical fraud Rather. it reltes upon the two_
distinct notiens of virtual war tnvelved in deterrence and medta
simulation; and upon QHﬂstionjng- whether the 'mi]ita_ry opera-
tions undérl:ak’én by the Allics really constituled & war in th:e
tradltwnal sense. Useful criticism would crgage with these
notlons rather than; as Norris' doeq, attack a qoft target of the
criti¢’s own invention. .. ; '

D_des the refusal of the critical s&até'gy whlch éeeks::to'-‘r'ei-'és"ta.b'-_ )
lish'the'trﬁth' of what happened commit Baﬁdrﬂlard: to the . .

irrationalist denial that any mﬂirary engagement toak place? L

Albcmatlve] y, does the fact of military conﬂlct constltute a_'-'_ '

refutation of the hypotheqm !,hdl there was no Gulf War?. It -
does only if we accept that what did takc placc out thcrc in thc S

desert beyond the reach of thc TV Lameraz-. wa-q i fact a v.dr :
Baudn]lard ] argu.ment in “’l‘hc Culf War did not lake place™is

not that nothing took place but rather that what took placc.. .
was not & war. In the past war has always mmlved an antdg.,n-_ -

nlstic and destructwe conirontatmn bctwccn adverqanes, _
(]udl reldtmn between warring partles Int'séveral respects ttus_

was nof. the case in: thie Galf conflict. The disparity between U_S__ TR
'arid::Ir_a'qi forces With' regard to method and military technology -

was so great:that direct-engagement rarely took place; and



w . TheGut__f-War

when it did the outcome was entmely predlctable Whiereas Traq :
was dlsposed to ﬁght o the manner of 1ts prevtons war with-
Iran; and: prepared to tolerate the massive casuallies which
would result from a ground-based war of attrition; the US and '
© its allies sought’ B rapld conﬂlct based gpon airpower, high-.
techinulogy 1nteﬂ1genee and weapors systems, and the exten '_
sive use of electronic wartare The almost: eomplote absence ot _ :
any engagcment by Iragi p[anes‘ and the fale of therr teehno— _' _
logically 111let10r ranks.,. testlfy to'the one suied nature ot' the'
_ eont'l.tct “1t 15 as though the Tragis: were electrocuted 1oboto-: :
mlsed runmng towards the television: ]ournahsts in order to. ' _
: surrender or 1I]]l'1'10hl]1'at‘.d besuie thelr tanks .can thj.s he caﬂed -
awar?"(ﬁ?—&) PR L e
o In l']]S deB[lLe of the ratlonallst outh'}ok Whlch re;ects lb.e s
postmodern reductlon ol' trnth to consensus hehcf Norrls L
pomts to: the hgure of (.homsk_r,r as. someonc who 1s bioth': a -
' defender of Enhghtemnent 1deals tn mora]rty aod the phlloso~
phy: of language and a stau.nch Cl'Ith of U’% forelgn polrcy. :
modcl ot the hberal a.nd erttlcal mtellettual Yet Chomsky has
alse questioned whether what took place n the Gull' 1n 199{}- '
was a war Hé writes “AS. I undereiand thc concept war lt;__
mvolvee two 31des in oombat say, shoottng at each other That .
dld not happcn in the Gu].t n20 ' He' goes on:to. descrlhe Ihe SuC;
ce%we phases of the CUI]ﬂ.ICt as mvolvmg varleties of: state ter- -
_ mrrsm praettsed on both mdes and a form of slau gh Ier prao- '
' tlsed by LS -and UK air and. ground forces: npon Iraql solthers-'.
and owrlrans Other commentators have argu(.d that the dlS'
pamty between the aims, methods and rmhtary teohno}ogy of 3
the two stdes Was 0 great that what occurred cannot be con _

int“ro’ductioﬁ-_ © g

Stdered an edversdrlal encnurlter The tmhalance of mllltary
means wis stich thiat: t}m wa*-. Tot-a cnnﬂlct if whlch- the sur-
Vtval of both SIdes was IIl piay, but an entrrely a W 'mel I']l dI
operatron, an exerolse m domrnatron rather thau au ar,t of #war:

“the clalm that war rtselt has beeomc wrtual doe:a uoi rhgari
that n:u]JtEI'Y Conﬂicts do not ocour theY do and: w1th Inereas-.':' :

mg frequenoy and savagery in the l\ew World Order Bnt these . 3 ) :_
are secoudary phenomena like the persrstence of sweatshope K .
alongqrd _fully automated prodnetron facd1t1es 'I‘hey are: the'_-_ L

conecquem.ee of a 1aw of uneven development lﬂcated for the_' . .:_
most part i a polrneal and mi]ltary thlrtl World Where tb.ey do.. -

1nv01vc ﬁrst wor]d powers sur‘h as the US or LK. 1 is because ;_:'-':_ o
theF are m conﬂlct wrth thm] world forces who"d' not e |

mse that the rules of l.he gdme hatre changed,-. ot wh.o, ]ik'
baddam H' sem operate accordmg to dl!'ferent rules The

Baud.n}.lard argues was ‘Lhe euborchnatlon* "f IsIarn to the glob
al order “Uur A 3 5 thus h '

New World Urder {86)

" This is mot war. and even lf 1t were, in thc case of the {"ulf' S :
conthct it 1sasthough it never happened The final § 1ron3r of the L

. ) "'the oonfrontatlon .
rs than‘wath the domestmahon of the refrar,tory' foroe; S |
. lar All that is emguler and Irredumhle must be -
redur:ed and absorbed. Thls 13 the law of dcmocracy am] ihe _' B
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whole episode Is that, apdt from the massive damage and suf-
fering inflicted upon Iraq; and the shortlived political and éco-

nomic benefits at homie, very little chan‘g"ed as'a result of the.

military conflict. The Iraqi regime was allowed to remain
intact, and its army permitted to crush the Kurdish: and Shiite
rebeltions. The rights of Kuwait may have been restored, but in

exchange for the rights of minorities in Iraq: The image of a fust -

war fought between the forces of freedom: and those of tyranny _'
dissolved in ithe moral ambiguitles of the posi-eonflict period.

The same Americans who had systematically destroyed Iraq's | '

power grid and transport infrastructure now: refused to enforce
the law of democracy and the New W orld Order where this

would entail intervening it the inlécnal affairs of a soverelgn_

state. From a political point of view, i was no 10nger clear what

had becn-gained by the sacrifice of 4o many lives.: A perfect =
semblanice of victory. for the Americans was. exchanged' fur-the: :
peifect semblance of defeat for [raq (71) In: short the (;uh' W .

did oot take place

beveral people answcrcd my quenes d!scussed Hn, toxt and '
read dralts of this translation. 1n addition 10 Jean Baudrillard, I"_ o
would like to thank Rex Butler, Alan Choladenko, Michael_
McKinley and Larhi Sadiki for their valuabic assxstance 1 am-: B
especially grateful to Julian Pefanis and José Borghino for thE‘TI‘ _

careful checking and editing of the translation.. =+
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The Gulf War "
w1ll not take place

From the beginning, we kniew that this wat would riever hap-

Pcn | After the hot war (the violence. of conﬂlct]* aﬁer the cold-'}" o

war (the balance of terror), here comes the dead war i the :

, unfrozen cold war — Whlch leaves s to g;mpp]e wnh the*.' A

oorpse of war and the necesslty of dealin g with thlS dﬂwmpos-.f' :

ing corpse whjch nobody from the bulf has managed to revw-:: S

'Amertca, Saddam Hllbbﬂlﬂ dm] ihe (‘ulf pnwcrs ‘are ﬁghtmg'_:’_ : SR

over the corpqc of war..

War has: en wred intoa del‘mtwc risis; Tt is 100 late for the_.:g 3_. S
(hnt] WW- 0L thlS has ELIma.cl};r taken place dlstﬂled down l:he B -
years mto the Cold War Thete will be no: other Tt nught hawa i

been Supposed that the defectlon of the hastem Bloc wouid

ha‘E’e Opened ap new spaces of freedom for’ war by unlmklng.--z.: S

deterreme Noth ing ()f Lhe ﬂnrl: since dctcrrcncc has not come_-'};

to: an end on the cnntrary In the pd";t it functioned as rccmro-f_- e
'Cal detcrrence betweeu the twa blods on lhe basis of a pivtual

: .'exceqq of thc mcans oi destruction: Today it functlons all thej -




" whick: mcludes hostagze manipulation: and negotlatien .' . -
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more effectively as self-deterrence, total self-deterrence up fo . -
and inchiding the self-dissolution of the Bastern Bloc, the pr(}
found sélf-deterrence of American power and of Westeru"peweb
in general, paralysed by its own etrength and incapable of:
assuming it in the form of relations ot toree _ : o
This is why the Gualf War wil not take place It is nelther
reassuring nor eomfortmg that X has beceme bogged in mter\-
minable suspense n this sense, the gravﬂy ef the nor-event i in
the Gulfis even greater than the event of war: it corresponds io
the highly toxlc period which affects a retting corpse and which -
can cause nausea and powerless stupor. Here again, our sym-’
bolic defences are weak: the mastery of the end of war eqeape.e.."
us and: we live all this in'd uni{orm shameful 1nd1ﬂ'emncc ]ust' .
_ hke thie hostages C SR L .
Nen-war is- charactcrlsed by that degenerate form: ot war :

Hostages a.nd blackmail are ‘the purest products of deterr'ence

The hostage has taken the place of the warrior. He. has become-.._
the principal actor, the simulacral protagonist, or rather, in hls
pure inaction, the protagoniser of non-war. The warrmrs bury
themselves in the desert leaving: only hGStngb to Uc‘r:upy the
stage including all of us as in fermatmn hosiage-: o lhe worldf;'. '
media stage. The hestage is the phantom actor the ext'ra whu-
ouceupies Lhe [JUWGrleb stape of war. Today, it 15 thic hostage at
the stretcglc sztc ‘tomorrow the hostage as Chrlstmas present _:_
as exchange value and hquldlty.-}?antashc degradatlon- qi-‘ tha_t_ :

which was the very figure of i'rﬁpossible'exeh'ange' .V th '

Saddam Hussein, even that strong value has weakened andi-.
become the symbol of- weak war; Saddam has Tade hlme.ell' thi

'respe('tb the perfect accomphce of the West

c.ase' of'Iran. there waq ehll a Lhallenge. wﬂh %‘addam Ih
' enl}r blaekmmi} Saddam I-Iussem g ab]cct[o"
- vulgartsed everythmg‘ rehgmus challenge ha

- wilt it t'ake'pléce | : 25

caplta]jst of hostage valhie; after the market in slaves and prole—
teirfans; thevulgar merchant of the hostage market: ‘Taking the '
place of the warrior’s challen ge hostage value has become syn-
nnymr)us with the dehrhty of war, We aré all hnstages ofmedta

intoxication; induced o believe in the war ]mt as we were our.e

_ led to'belicve in the revolution in Remanle ‘and confinedta the.

simulacrum of wai'’ as though confmcd to’ quarters We: arc'-_
already all’ stratcgie hostages in- SIEH; our site 13 the sércen: on_' o
which W dre virtually bombarded day by day; eveiri while servf-'-'

ing as exchangs value. In. this sense, the grotesque vaudeville
played by Saddam- Hussein 1 a diverston; -at once a dwersmn of: U

both war and mtematlenal terrorlsm His soft terrerism wﬂl at-

leust hdu-: put an end to the hird férrorism. of Palestmmm, d.ﬂ

nthere, thereby ehowmg him' tn he m thl‘i aq'm many et _ NS

lies i hlq havmgi _ :

_ ecome fake
holy war, the Sacnl'c:lal hestage a commercxai hostage. the: vio-

: lent refusal ef the West a nahonahstlc scam a.ud war an finipos-
: -uhle curnedy But we have helped hing: to do this By allowlng

h1n13t0 heheve that he had won the war agamst fran;, we drove

_ h]m__mward-i the mrrage of a victory: aga]nst the West — - this
: mercenary s revolt is lndeed the only. ironic .-md pledsing trait
ef thls whele sbery S i
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We arc in neithera l'ogto'of war oor d 'logio'of p:eéiee but in: ‘ar :
logic of deterrence which has' wound ils way: mexurobly_ S
through forty years of cold war to a-denotement in- our: our-_:' .
rent events: a logic of weak events, to-‘which: belong thosein
Lastern Europe as well as the Gult Wat: Peripetetas. of an
anoréxic history or an anorexic war whick can o Ionger
devour the enemy because it is Incapable of conceiving. the }
enemy as worthy of_:'being'oha]lengede or aunlhllated'j;;'and-.' _
God knows Saddam Hussein is worthy of neither challel:t'g'e-'uor
arinthifation — and thus devours itself. Tt is thie de-intensified -
state of war, that of the right to-wa-t'undofthe green-light of .
the L'-I'J-:"and with:an: obunﬁo nee ol pre‘t'an tions and conces-"
sions. It is the. bellicose equu'alont of safe sox make war hke\-: '
lave witha condom! On the Richter scale; the Gull War would - _
not eéven reach two or three The bu:ld—up is anreal; as though-':_ -
the ﬁotlou of an ea:thquake wene ereated by ma.mptﬂatmg the_. :
measurmg m‘itruments it nelther the strong forrn nor the
degree sero of war, but the weak or phthjslcal degree the asymp—
totie I'orrn which allows & brush with war bt ho encounter the 5_ _
tt‘ansparont degree which, allows war to bo seen tt'om the’ dopths . _
of the darkroom. - T e FE |
We shiould have been suspicious. ah‘_out'the d_is'opp:eor'ém'ce-'z o
of the declaration of war, th'e-diqappeat‘ouoe of the s'}'rrti'bolii:';5
passage to the-dct, ‘which: already presaped the disa ppeararroe '
of the end-of hostllltles ‘then' of the- dlstmotmn between. wm-'\-:"
ners and l()ht‘rb (l:he winnet readil}f bécomes the hostage ot th'

loser: lhe Qtockh olm’ svndromej then of operatlous the
sctves. Smoe it never began, this war is therefore mtermmable
By dint of dreammg of pure war, ol an orbital war purged of al

- will riot take placé S 27

local and polmcal perlpetelas we have tallon mto soft: war,
lnto the: vu'tual m1p0551b|hty of war wh:ch translates mto the

altry fantasia wiere adversaries compete in de-esoaIatlon ‘as
though the trruption or the everlt of war had beoome obsoene

and insu ppnr!ab]e, no ]ouger sustamable, llke et;rer_r,r real event _

moreover Everything is thoroforo trampnqed itilo: the wrlual o

and: we are- confronted w1th a mrtual apowiy pst,, a hl,‘g(_mf)[l}f:- e

ulttmately much more daugcrous thai real apocal; pse..:

~I'he most- wu]eepnead be]lei is rn a logical progressmn fmm' o

v1rtual to actual, acoordlng to whlch no avatlable weapou WII.l:

not one day be used and sucha- concentratlon""ft force canniot .
hut lead to. couﬂtct However, this'is an Arlstotehan nglt‘:"‘. ;
which | is o 1onger ouk own (e v]rtual has deﬂnltively dve ru_-' e .
. taken the actnal and we: maist he oontent with thlS extreme_-.' S
'.V‘rmﬂl"y Whmh unllke the Arxstotehau detets eny pass” ' o o

: Fxtraeted like' molecules | in. an expenmental process g theu dis S
tvlled one bv one ln the exchange. it is thelr mrtual death that 15 L
ati l&blle. not their real death: More0ver 1:he3:r uever dJe at best' R

-thoy dlqappear ‘I’here mli never be a monument to: the'-"_'-. S o
'unknown hostage Evervone: is too ashiamed of hll]l. the collec-'. ) .
'hve shiamie which: attaches to the hostage reflects the absolute B
'.degradatlon of real Imahhty'(war) mto vu‘tual h.ospltality-- '

(Saddam Huaseul 5 guests "),

-. Thc‘ paoeage to action suffers \mdespread mfarny It SLIPPOS-I-_

' edly oorresponds toa brutal: hftmg of repn,won, Lhur,-. io a psy- o

In thls process, the hostages are ohee agam revealing: o
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cholic process, IL-seems that this obscssion: with the passage to
action today governs all our behaviour:-obséssion with every
real, with every real event, with every real violence, with every
pleasure which is too real. Against this obsession with the real
we have created a gigantic apparatus of simulation which
allows us to: pass tb the act “In vitro” (this is true even of pro-
ereation). We prefer the exile of the virtual, of which televizion
is the univergal mirror, to the catastrophe of the real. - . -

War has nat escaped this virtualisation which is like a sur-

gical operation; the aim of which is to present & face-lifted war,
the cosmetically treated specire of s death, and its even more -

dcceptwe televisual sabterfuge (as we saw at Timisoara}, Even’

the military has lost the privilege of use value. the privilege of

real war. Deterrence has passed by that way and it spares no-

one, No more than the politiclans, the military personnel do

not know what to. make of their real finction; thetr flmcticn'iof
- death and destruction: They are pledged to the decoy of war as
- the others are to the' deccny of power

PS To demonsirale the impossihility of war justat the momient

when it must take place, when the signs of ils éceurrence are

accumulating; is a stapid gamble. But it would have been even
more stupid not to seize the apportunity.

The Gulf War o
1s 1t really takmg place?

We may. well ask, On the availuble evidentc.{ahsgﬁ(jc' of 1mages '

and profusion of commentary}, we could i:Uppt)qe" ah.'lmménize N

promotmnal exercise like that one which once: ddvertmed a-

brand-name (GARAP) whose product never became kuown o

Pure promouon which cn]oycd an immense: success ben,ause l.l.':': -

heionged to pure specu]atmn : e e
- The war is also pure and speculatlve. to the extent that we._

do Hot see, the real event that 1t could be or that t would S‘gnlfy B -

Ti: remmds us of that recent suspense: advertisement today L ;

'take n[T the t()p, I,umu;r‘uw I take off the bottom, today T unleash' :

VlI'l.'llﬂ.l war, tomerrow I unlcash real war. In the backgmund

third adverLisemenl, i, which an avaricious. and lubricmusf o

banker says ‘your moncy appealq ) me, 'T‘h:a ‘wlﬂ]j’ (f:lebrated-_' _.
adverttsement is remcarnated by Saddam Hussem saymg tothe _
West:: ycmr power appeals to me (s they: rushod to- palm off a':'
g_nod_shal_'e of it to ]:um)_._ then to the Arabs. WIth_the samec

h;ipé_¢quy: your rél_i ghyus war appeals to me (as they tushed‘; td':_' L
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put all their meney on him). -

. In this manner, the war makes its way b}* prnmntlon and

- speculation, including the use of hostages trans‘fqrmed 1nl:0‘- '
marketing ploys, and in the absence of any clarificationof

plans, balance sheets, losees or operatwm No cntcrprlse would' :

survive such uncertdmty, ex:,ept prcmsely speculative risk
management otherwne known as the strategy. of turning-a

profit from the worst; in other words, war (= Highly Profitable

Senseless Project or HPSP). War itself has taken this specula- -

~live Lurn: it is highly profitable but uncertain. Tt-can callapse
from one day to thenext..

I\cucrthclcss from ‘thlS pomt onwards the promntmnal .

. advantages are fabulous Defeated or riot; Saddam is assurcd
cof- an unforgettable and charismatlc lahel. Victorious ot fot;
Amencan armaments will have dcquired an tlnet;_uaﬂcd tech— L

I. nolegzcal label -And the sumptuary éx pendﬂurc in-material is .
already eqtnvalent to that: of a real war, Bven 1f 1t has net-f )

:' taken place

- We have. stlll nut lel'l the: wrtual war, in. other words a_ o
'\{Jphl‘at]LHlﬁ'd all.hough often laughable build up agalrlst the -
ba{:kdrop of wglobal indeterminacy of will to make war, even in )

S‘addam q cases I-Ience the abserice’ 01 tmages - whitch 1 is o el

ther aecndental nor due to censorstup but to the im pmqlblhty ef

ﬂlustratmg thls indeterminacy of the war.

Prornotlonal speciilative,: virtual: thls war no Innger curn’:—_ '
sponds to Clausewitz’s formula of: politics pursued by other' :. '
means, it rathet’ amounts to the abwme uf politics pursued by':: '
other méans. Non-war is a terrible test of 1he statug and the;_
uncertainty of politics, Jqu as a stock' maiket crash {the specu—'-" :

ot the 1magc -

_ 'thlck-skmned para51te m our- culture It would undnuhled!y

st re'eltyit':_a'ki_h'gl__'- p’lai:_é?- '- 31

' lative universe) ts a crucial test of the economy and of the

uncertamty nf econonuc alrns, ]ust as any event whatever Isa
tcrrlblc test of the m.tenrlamty and the aims of in I':)rmdl,um
Thus rcal tl.mc” mIUrmauon loaes lteell' ina u}mplele]y unredl
Space ﬁnaﬂy furmshlng the imageés ﬂ[' pure, uselesa. mali—de-.
neous telewsmn where its’ prrmordlal functlon lrrupt's, nemcly__.ﬁ_ '
that of i.llllng a vacuum blm.k.ulg up the-sereen hnle thmugh':i ._
which cscapes the substance of eveni. S ' N
Nor is promotion the pu_rsult of the cconomy by other :
means; On the contrar} it IS the pure product of nncertamtyf._ '_ B
thh regard to the rational aims of production: This is- why it: - R
has become a-relentless functmn the emptmees of: w}nch ths.-';.:' ' _'
()ur heret‘ns to the extent of the ahsence of any economlc ﬁnall-. ) SR

ty or rdtlonahtv This is whjr it competeq vlctorlously thh the._-‘- o

war nn nur %reeln, hulh Hltemdtlng 111 the Same vlrtual credit*'

mcdt promole lhe war; I,he war promotes the media

adverlzsmg compcbcq with, the war Prnm Lion i 303

survwe a nuclear conﬂlct Ttis our Last Iudgemcn : 'But 11: is.

also llke a bmloglcal hmctlnn it dew}ure nur suhetdnee, but e BT
alse allows us to. metabolzse what we- absorb like:a param[(‘-;_\-_._ -. ._ _. )
Pldnt or mteetl.nal ﬂora it allows us to turn the werld and the o ) '. SR
Vtolence of the world into-a consumabie substance So nar ot _. -

prornr;:tlcm?l : '.; .

Thc war, along thh lhe l'dke d[ld presumpt:tve warrlors i
gencrals experLs and televi sion presenters we see speculatmg L
about it all threugh the: ddy, watches 1tself in-a mirror: am: Lo

'pretty enough am I eperatuonal euough am'T spcctaeular
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enough, am I sophisticated enough to'make anentry onte the

historical stage? Of course, this aniious interrogation increases

the uncertainty with respect fo its possible irruption: And this

uncertainly invades our screens liks a real oil slick; in the

image of that blind sea bird strandéd on a beach it the Gulf. -

which will remain the symbol-image of what we all are in front
of our screens, in front of that sticky and unintelligible event. -

Unlike arlier wars, in-which there were political aims either of

conquest or domination, what is at stake in this one is war

itsalf: its status, its maaning, ils fulure. It ig beholden not to

have an objeclive but fo prove its very existence {this crisis of

identity aflects ihe exisience of s all). In cffeet, it hes lost muc_h

of its credibility. Who; apart from the Arab masses, s still: capa-

blé of believing in it and becoming inflamed by it? Nevertheless;

the'spe'ctacular- drive of war remains intact. In thé ahsence of
- the (greatly diminished) wtll to power, and the (problematic)
- will to knowledge,. there remains today the widespread will tlo

wpeclacle, and with il the obstinate desire to preserve its spectfej

or fiction (this. is the fale of religions: they are no longer

believed, bul the disincarnate praclice remains). Can war still

be saved? .

Certainly; Iran and Iraq did as much as they could to save the

fiction of murderous, fratricidal; sacrificial and mtermmable--_ -
(1914 style) war. But they were savages and that war from. :
another pericd proved nothing with regard to the status ar_ld;_' :"

is it really taking place? a3

the possibility of a modern: war; WW m djd not take ptace and
yet we are already beyend it.- a5 though in the utopian space of

“a post-war-which-dld-not-take-place, and 1t is in the suspense

created by this non-place that the present confr'n'n_ta't!dns
unfold and the question Is posed: can a war still take 'p]abe?' -
.- This one is perhaps only a test, a desperate dttempl o sce

whether war is still possible.. .

"Empty war: it brings o mmind those games in World Cup i_'d'otball

which often had to be deeided by penalti'es:'{sorry-spei::téclé)',' )
beciuse of the impossibility of forcing a decision. As though the
players punished themselves by means of “‘penalties™ for not

having been able to play and take the match in full hattle. We _3 L
might as well have bégun with ‘the penalties and: dlspensed.: E
with the game and is sterile stand-off, So with the wai: 1t cuuld B o
hiave begun at the énd am] spared Uis the forced qpectacle of this _' ) o
unreal war whére nothing is extreme and which, whitever the

_ putcome;: will leave behind the smell of undlgeqled pmgram-._ : '

ming; and thé entire world irritated as though aﬂ:er an’ unsu c-' N
cessfinl copulatmn o

It is‘a war: of excesses {of means; of material, etc.); a.war.of -

'shedding or purging stocks; of experimental deployment; of lig-- _ N

uidatitn and fivesale, along with the display of foture ranges of

weaponry. -A war between excessive; superabundant and over- ..

eguipped societies (Irdq i‘ucludeﬂ),- committed both to ' waste -
(including human: waste) and the necessity of getting rid of it.
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Tust as the waste of time nouirishes the hell of leisure; s6 techno-

logical wastes nourlsh the hell of war. Wastes whick incarnate
the secrel: violence of this society, uncoerced and non-degrad-
able defceation. The renowned: American stocks. of WW T sur-

plus, which appeared ta us as luxury; have becorme g Suﬂ"oea'_t'- _

ing global burden, and war functions well within its possibili-
ties in this role of purgative and expenditure. - :

If the critical intellectual is in the process of disappearing; il

seems by contrast that his phobia of the real and of action Has:

beeni distilled throughout the sanguineous and cerebral nei-
work of purinstifitions. In this sense, the entire world ielud:
ing the military is caught up in a process of intellectualisation;
-. 8cc them: become confused in explanations, outdo- them-

selves in justifications and lose themselves in technical details

(war drifts slowly into technological manneri ¢m) ot in. the

deer_lte_l'e'gjr of apure electrontc war witkiout, hitches: these are .

aesthetes speaking, postponing settlementd a't"_e'e into the
interminable and decisions Into the undecidable. Their war:

processors, their radars, their lasérs and their screens rénder )
the passedge to war as futlle and impossible as the usc of a -
word-processor renders futile and imposstble 'the pa'ssag'e.t"o -
the act of writing, because it removes from it in advanee any _

dramatic unccrtainly.

The generals also extiaust their- arm‘: ml 1nte]]1genee i cor—ﬁ |
recting their scenario, polishing. thc1r Wi ar seript S0’ much that N
they sometlmes make errors of mani pu]d[l(}ﬂ and Tose the plet :_.:- _
The famous phﬂesophjcal époché has. becomé unwerqal on the. o
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qcreem as much ax on (he ﬁe]d ol btile:

Should we applau:] the fact that all these tcchmques ot war—
processirig culminate in the elision of the diration and the vie-
lenice of war? Ounly eventually, for the indefinite delay of the
war i itself heavy with deadly consequences in all domams

By’ virtus of havin g been-antictpated In all its details: and.

* exhaiisted by all the scenarios, this war ends‘*up’rééernbliﬁg the

hero of Ttalieri des Rases (Richard Bohringer in the film by
Chiarles Matton), who hsitates (6 dive rom the top of a biiild:
ing for:é arn: hour and a half; before 2 crowd at fitst hangmg on:_
his movements then dmappemted and: evercome by the sus-.j'
pense, e:-:actly as we are today by the media blackmail and t_he T

illusion of war. It is as though it had taken place ten'times ; -

already: Why would we want it to take place agamf it is the
satne in Ttalien des Roses:: ‘we kmow that his i lmagmar :credlt 15.- K

exhausted arid that he will not ]ump ‘and o the end nebody S

gives adarn whether he jumps or not because the real event AR

already ]efl behind.:

Thls is the pmh}em WILh aIlLIL]pHIJI]l] Ts thére qtlll achancc

' that somethmg whﬁch has been metleuleusljf pregranmled wﬂl

eccur’ Does a triith whlch has béen meuculeusly demonstrated R

. stlll have a chance clf beirig true? When too man) thmos pomtf

' 1|1"th ame: dlrectwn when the- objective reasons pﬂe up, the-;._'-_ g

effe_t- is reversed ‘Thus’ everythmg which’ pomts towaris
ambzguous the bmld-up of forcs, the play of tension; the con- -

centratlun of weapons even the green Hght from thé UN: Far _'Z '

l'mm rem[‘nr‘ung the prnbﬂhllliy of the conllict, these funelion:




as ' . The Guif War: .

as a preventative accumulation, asa substitution for and diver-

sion from the transition to war, - - -

Virtual for. live months, the war will sho‘rtlj! enter its terfhjﬁal
phase, according to the rule which savs that what never began
ends withoul having taken place. The profound indeterminacy
of this war stems from the fact of its behlg both. terminated in
advance and interminable, The virtual succeeds itself — acci-
dents aside, which could-only be the irruption of the-other in
the field. But no-one w: -ants to hear talk of the other. Uliimately.
the undccidability of the war is’ grounded in the disappearance

of alterity, of primitive hostility, and of the enemy, War has -

become acelibate machine. .

Thanks to, this war, the cxtraordinary confusion in the Arab

world is in {he process of infecting the West — jost revenge: In
return, we try desperately to unify and stabilise {hem in order
to exercise better control. Itis an historic arm-wrestle: who' will .
stabilise the other before belng’ destabilised themse]vcs: _
Confronted by the virulent and ungraspable instability of the :
Arabs anid of lslam, whose defence is that of the hysteric in all
his versatility, the West is in the process of demonstmhng ‘that’

ils values can no longer lay claim to any universality l.han that. :

{extremely fragile} of the TIN... AT
Faced with the Western' loglc of under-compensatlon (th

West tends towards the euphemisation and even the inhtbitior

of its power), the Criental logic of Saddam responds with' nver

: cnmpensatum Althu

' ples ‘The Other, the Arab, 15 anconvertblé; his alterily is-with< -
_ otf appcal it must not be changed; it muist be beaten down and -

By contrast, ihrough a kind of egocentri |
pidily, the Americans can only imagineand; _ ]
i t.helr own image. They are-at once both’ mlssiunarles and
converts f their.own way of life, which they trm.mpha]ly o
1ect onto thie world. They &annot imagine the: ‘Other; nor ‘the
fore personally niake war upon it. ‘What they make war upon i
the alterity of the other, and what they-want is to reduce that L »
alterity, 10 convert it or falling that to anmh.llate it if- 1t prcveq’ o E
n:redumble (the Indians). They cannot unagme that conversmn
and wpcntanca, borne by their own: goad will, shnuld have ho.
echo in the other; and they are literally disturbed when they--.".

se:e Saddam playing: with them and refusing té accede £o- thclr

TEASONS. This i$ perhapu why they have demded to anm'mlater' ) _ L

hnn, ‘not out' of hatred or calculation, but lot" the. crime’ of" -

felony, trea:,hery. malevolent will and lrlckery (exacﬂy as with"_ ; '

theIndlam) S R A T
For then: part the Israelh have no: ‘-llll,h teudemess They'

see the Other in all is bare adversity Wlthnut 11111510119 or scru{ _ S

sub]ugatucl In doing 36, however; while they may not’ ander .
stand they at 1eawt Fecognise it. The Americans, lor their part L

uuderstand nothmg and do not even recognise this fact
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It is not an 1mportant match Wh!(:h is bemg playcd out in the '

Gulf, between Western hegemﬂuv and the chellenge from the

rest of the world, It is the West in conflict with' itself; by means _ i
of an interposed mercenary,’ after having been in’ coulhct with
Islam: (Iran), also by means of an inlerposed-Saddam. Saddam N
remains the fake enemy. At first the champion of the West ’
against Islam, then the champion of [slam against- the West. In -

_both cases he is a Lraitor to his'own cause since, evén more

than the few thousand: incidental Westerners, it is 1he Arab

masses that he holds hostage, captures for his own' profit arid '
immobilises in their suicidal enthusiasni. It is m'o_fe'cve_ri_" '
towards Christmas, at the ferY momenL when hic: frecs the " -
lwstages (thereby- skilfully stroking the: Wcsterners with the .

‘same demagogy that he strokes the chlldren in front of the TV)
. that he launchea his eall ta the Arab people on the holy war

~Tiis th uq ‘a ‘miétake to-think that he would contrlbute te the :
umﬁeatlon ol' the-Arab-world and to honour him fer that In' :
: faet he tmly dld it ta hoodwink them, fo make them' work for -

him, to deceive them once again and to render them puwer]eq'u
People like him are necessary from- time: to (imé m\e_r_dc_r-t_e

channel irruptive forces. They serve as a'p_oultlce-eir_*en artifical”

purgative. It is a form of deterrence, certainly a Western stratc-

gv. but one of which Saddam, i his pride and his stupidity. isa
perl'ect executant. He who- loves decoys so mut.h is hl.msclf ne

more than-a decoy and his elimination carn ranly demysuly ths
war by pitting an end to-that objectlve comphcity which itself -

is no decoy. . T T S AT
But, for thls vcry Teason, is the West determmed to ehm
nate him? - S
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The exhlbltmn of. Amencan prlsoners on [raql TV ‘Once. more
the polmcs of blackmail, of hostages, the humiliation of the
US_A by the spectacle of those “repen tdnt_s forced to-avow syra-
bo]iea]IY'Americaﬁ-' dishenour: Our own as-wvell, we whom the

: sereens submiit to. the same violenee;. (tiat of the: battered
: mampulaied dﬂd powerless prlsoner that of foreed w)yeurlem_
in responxe to the forced exhibitionism’ of the imuges: Along;
o mth the’ bpﬂctacle of these pnsouers or thase hﬂSldgﬂh, the' :
. screens offer us: the spectacle of our powerlessnéss. Iu & éatie” )
“such as this, information exactly fulfllls its tole: which i 15 to. eon—
: vmce us of ur pwri abjection by the obseemty of what is men

- 1‘he forced perversion of the look amounts to the dv owal of our S

own dishonour, and makes repentents of us as well

lhat the Amnéricans should have allowed themselves to be '

rn:llcu]ed w-lthout departing from their own: program’ and war .

mdlmieb & weakness in their symbolkic detnndtur Hu'mﬂlatlon '

‘remains. the warst klnd of test. arrogance (Seddam s} the worst L _
kind Df conduct, blackmail the worst kind of relatmnshjp arid .
‘the: acceptanec of hl(u kmsail the worst kind of cl:shonour The R

'faet that this' symbohc violence, worse than: any sexual vite' : |

lence, should ﬁnally have been withstood without ﬂmehmg :
tﬂStlﬁES to the depth or: the: un('onscious character of Wcstcm -
mawchlsm Thls ig the fule: of (he-Ameri¢an Way aof hfe .'
nothmg personuf! ‘And they. mdke war Ini:the same: mauncr
pragmatically and. not symboh( ally.: They. thereby exposc'h

themsclveq ta-deadly sltuatlcns which they are uuable 163 con— L

fmnl ‘But perhaps they: dccept this inex platmn of thelr powar
m an cquwalence whlch is after all symbohe?
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Two interise itmages, twa or perliaps three : scenes whn,h d“ u) - '

cern disfigured forms or costumes which con‘espund o lhe

masquerade of this war: the CNN. Juumahqtq with thc1r gas. '
masks in the Jernsalem studios; the drugged-and beaten prisoi- -
ers repenting on the screen of Tragi TV; and pérheps that sea-

bird covered in oil and pointing its blind eéyes towards the Gulf
sky: It is a masquerade of information; branded faces delivered
over Lo the prostitution of the image, the imdge of an unintelli-

gible distress, Mo im&ges of the field of battle. but hn'ag'es__. of

masks, of blind or defeated faces, Images of falsificatior. It is pot
war taking place over there but the disfiguration of the world. -

‘there is aprofoundscorn in the kind of “clean” war which Ten-

ders the other powerless without destroying its flesh; which
mikes it & point of honour: 1o disarm and neutralise but -ndf;'t_o o
kill. In"a sense it is worse than the other kind of war because it-
spares life: It is like. humiliation:. by taking less t'h'afri lite itis -
wérse than taking life. There is urid'dubtt‘a’_dly-- a-ipolitibal errofr
here, in so far as it is acceptable to be defeated but not to be: p}i’t.

out of action: In this manner, the Americans inflict a particular

Insult by not making war on the other but simply elirﬁinéting-'
him, (e same as one would by not bargaining over theprlce _bf- '
an object and thereby refusing any- pér’-snn'al kelatinnéhi'p.i;\?itl.i '
thev endor. The one whaose price you accept without dlscussmn '

despises you. The one whom you dlsarm w1th0ut seemg 15'

insulied and must be avenged. There:is perhaps something of

this in the presentation of those humiliated captives on t_déﬁ4 _
sion. [t is in a sense to say to America: you who do not wish to"

is it really taking place? - .

see us, we will show you what yon are liee. = ... o o0

}ust as the psychlcal or the screen of the psyche transforms :

every 1I]ness mto a symptom (there is no organic 11111%5 whth
does riot And its meaning elsewhere, in'an 1nterprclatmn of thc
aﬂment on another level:all tHe symptoms pass through a surt_' :
of black box in which the psychlc tmages are jumbled: and' _
inverted, the tllness becomes rewerstb!e. ungraqpable escaplng_
any farm of reahstlc medicirie), so war, when it has been turned-
intor mformauon cedses to be a realislic war and becomes: a vir— '
tual war, in qnme way symptomatic. And just as everyl:hmg

ychlcal becomes the object of mtermmable speculatmn so
cvcrythlng which is turned mto m.formatlon becomes the '
oblecz of end]ess speculatlon the site of total uncertamty We_._
are left wlth the. symptomatin readmg 'on our screem oi' the :
effects of the war, or the effects of: dlscourse about. the war. ur‘-'

completely speculatlve strateg]c evaludtmns whu,h are analo-..._' .

guus to those evaliations of OpI]]lUll pruwded h [ pollsz In this -
manner, we have gone in & week from 20% to 50% and I,hen tD:'f '
30% destructton of Traqi mﬂltary potﬂntlal The fgure ﬂuctu-
ales exaclly like . lhe l'ortunes of the stock markct “Thc land-__ |

oﬁ'enswe is anl:xmpated today. tomorrow, ina few hours. in any- o

casc somcl:lmc this wcck thc chmal:tc cundltlons are 1|:leal for '
8 contmntatmn etc.” Whom to beheve’ There is. nothmg to
beheve We must learn to read symptoms as symptums, .-md -
televismn as the hystencal symptom of a War whlch has noth-g_-

lng to do w1th 1ts critical mass. Moreover, it duea not: seem tn -

have to reach its critical mass but remains in its inertial phase, )
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while the implosion of the apparatus of information along with

the accompanying tendency of the rate of information to faH

seems to reinforce the implosion of war itself, with its aceonpa-

nying tendency of the rale of confrontation to fall. - - =

Information is ke an unintelligent missile which never finds its

target (nor, unfortunately, its anti-missile!), and thercfore

crashes anywhere or gets lost in- space-on- an unpredlctable '.

orbit in which it eternally revolves as junk. -

. Information is only ever an erratic m.‘lssile Wlth a fuzzy desu- .

nation which seeks its target but is drawn to every decoy —it is

itself a decoy, in fact it: scatters all:over the environs aud the -
result is mostly nil. The utopia of a targetted promoﬂcn' or tar-

-getted information is thic same as that of the targstted misstle: 1t
knows not where it lands and perhaps its m ission is not'ta land

but; ke the missile, essentially t6 have been launched. (as its
_name'indjt:ates)_. In fact, the only impressive images of m if'esil_eé',-_: -
rockets {i_r”s_ﬂ teliites-:a;é those of the faunch, Tt IS the same 1m[r.it_h .
_ promotions or five yéar plans: the campaign lannch is what -
o_ouhts'.-_ the impact or the end results are so uncertain' that ong
frequently hears 10 more about them. The entife'eﬁ'e'bt 15 .'ill the

programmmg, the success is that of {he wrtudl model ‘Consider

the S¢uds: the]r stratcgm eﬂ'ewveness s nil and thefr only {pqy _' '
chologlcal) etfect lies in: the fact, theit Saddam. succeeded m' :

launching them..

.. The fact that the productwn of dccoys haa bewme an
lmpﬂl‘ta_ﬂt_. branch of the war mdustry, just as the pmdu(;tmu of
placebes has become. an imporf&nt'brénch- of the m&::di‘éé"l_

st feailv"'ta'kihgﬁ'affé? L *

mduairy and [{)rgery a ﬂnurl‘:hmg hran ch of the art industr}f =
not to. mention lhe Tact Ihdt mformdtlon has become a pru. i-
1eged branch of mdust['y as: such all uf thl‘i 1‘; a x;gn ‘Lhai we
have cntcrcd a dcccptwc world ui whlch d[l entlre (.ulture
1ab0urs assmluously at 1ts comltcrfelt Thm alan medm lhdt it no
longer harbours any illusion about itself, -: '

It all began with the leitmotif of precision, of sur\gic;il. mafhé.a: ;
ITIH lical and punctual efficacy, which 1s another Wély" of '.no_t.

reb'ughising the enemy as"sﬁ'ch}'just"és' lobotomy isa ﬁr‘ay'(_)_f not
rccognising madness as such: And then all that f’eéhﬁibﬂ 'K'irtli-:-
osity: ﬁnlshed up in the most. ndlculom uncerlamty The lsola-
tlon of the enemy by aﬂ kmds Uf eleclmm{. mtt:rl'erence createe:

a Sort of barrlcade behind which he bccom['.q uwmlhle T—lt: .d_ 0.

becomes "stealthj', and hiis capar:lty [or rcsmtan

mdetermlnable In annihilating hlm al'a dmtai _'e_'dnd a8 1t'-:'; S

Were by transparency, it becomcs 1mpc%1ble tﬂ l]lsLer-n-"_ .

whether or hot heis dead

The 1dea of a clean war, ]ike that of a c]ean bomb or an mtelh- .
gmt mnw:le this ({vhole wa: concewed as a technologlcal :
extrapalatmn uf the bram is o :-.ure sipn- of madness It is like'
thosc cha.racters in Hienmymm Tlosch wlth a glass bell or az'-__' '

soap bubble arnund their head as a sign of thelr mental debﬂlty . -
A war enclosed in a glass coffin, like Snow White, purged nf'-_-. - '
any- carnal contammatmn or warrior S pawum A clean war -

whmh ends up in an 011 shck
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The Frent:h.:éuijplidd the planes and th:_e:nucli3'ar"3 power sLations, |
the Russians the tanks; the English the nndergrourid buriké‘fs:
and runways, the Germans the’ gas. the Duteh the gas masks,
while the Italians supplied the decoy equivalents of everything.
— tanks. bunkers,- inflatable bombers, missiles with art_iﬁci'al"
thermal emissions, etc. Before 30 many marvels; one Is drawn’

to compete in diabolical imagination: why not false gas miasks
for the Palestinians? Why nol put the hostages at decoy strate-
glc sites, a fake chemical factory for example? :

[1as a French planc been downed? The question becornies burn-
ing, it is our honour which is at stake. That would constitutea: -
proof of our involvement, arid the Iraqis appear to Lake a mali-

cidus pleasure i denying it (perhaps they have a more accu- _
rate idea of our imvolvemenl?). Whatever the situation; it will
be necessary here too to set up decoys, simulated losses and-
trompe L'oeil victims (a% with the fake destruction of civic build-

ingsin Timisaaea or Baghded).

A war of high lechnological concentration but poor definition.
Perh'ap_'s it has gorie beyond its critical mass by toi sleong a
concentration? - R - EESEAEE R

. Fine illustration of the communlcation'schema in which -
emitter and recetver on opposite sides of thie sereen, never con-:
nect with each other. [nstead of miessages; it 'is'-mi'ésil'&'s:and'_f
bombs which fly from one side to the other, but any dual or f;iér’ :
sonal relation is altogether absent. Thus an aertal attack on
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Iraq may be read in terms of coding, decoding and feedback (n
this case; very bad: we ciannot even know what we: hate
destroyed). This explams the tolerance of the Israclis: they have
only béen hit by abstract projéctiles, naniely missiles: The lcast_-:-'

live bombing attack on Israel would have provoked immediate:

retalialion, _ _ S

.. Communication is also a clean relation: iﬁi.priﬁciﬁle_.-} it
excludes any violent or personal affect. It:is strange to see this
disaffection, this profound indifference to. one another; played- |
out at the very heart of violence and war., .. ° |

The fact that the undetectable Stcalth bombers should have.
begun the war by aiming at decoys and undoubtedly dcstroymg

fake object[ves that the Secret Services (also furtlve }::.huuld
Have been so mistaken tn so many ways about the' rcalltleq of
[raql weapnn ey, and the strafegists so wrong about the eﬂ‘ects i

of thie: intensive électronic war, all téstifies to the illusionism’ of o R
force énee it is no |0ngﬂr measured--'agalnst an-adversaly but: e
against its abstract operation alone. All- the generals, admira]s' :_

and other merétricious experts should be sent toan 1nﬂatable o
strategic site, to seq whether these decnvs wnuldnt in fact o

attract a real omb on their heads

Converqely, the Americans’ innocence in- admll.tmg thew L

nnstake (dec[anng five meonths. later that the Iraqi: [orces ﬂrc L
almiost intact while they themselves are not ready to attack)”

a.nd all that cnunler-pmpaganda which- adds to the confuqmn o

would be moving if it did not testxfy to the same stratcgu, idiocy
as the triumphal declarations at the outset, and did riot further -
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take us for complicit witnessm ol'thjs susplcious ui nccmty of the
kind which says: you see, “e tcll you- everythmg We can
always give credit to.the Amecricans for knuwing how to exploil
their lailures by means ol a sort of trompe I'veil candour. -

A TIN bedtime story: the UN awoke {or was awakened) from iis
glass coffin (the buildihg- in New York). As the coffin fell and
was shattered {at the same time as the Eastern Bloc). ‘she spat
out the apple and revived, as fresh as 4 rose, only 0 find at. once
the waiting Prince Charming: the Gulf War, also fresh from the B
arms of the cold war after a long’ pemod of mourning. No doubt
tagether they will give birth to a New World Order, or clse end

up like two ghostslocked in \rampmc embrace. .

Sceing. h'o';-\ir 'Saddam‘.uscs his cameras ¢m the-hostages; the- _
‘cardssed: chlldren the (fake) strategic targels; on his’ own' smils-
ing face &0 the ruins of the milk factory, one cannot help
t_hmkmg that in the West we still havea- hypocritical vision o_f_- :
television and informaticn; to the extenl that; despite all the -
‘evidence, we hope for their proper use. Saddam; for h’istpart‘-
knows what the media and information ‘are: he makes a radi
cal; 'uﬂc('mditional perfectly cynical and th'erefur'é' p‘erféctly :
Imtrumuntal use of them. The Romamans too were able t
make d periectly immoral and: mystlﬂcatory use of them' (from
our point of view). We inay regret this, but gwcn the pnnclple :
of simulatior’ whu:h govcms all mfmmauon, even: the mos

pious and objective; and given the structural unreahty

perverl images. Not so. Thcy a]one are consc:ous oi the pr
found Immnrahty of 1magcs }ust as the Bokassas and Ami

democratic structures they borrowed. The secret of the undt‘r- .

deveioped is tc parody their miodal and: render il I‘ldlLll]OllS by_' o

exaggeration. We alone retain the illusion: of ml'ﬂrmatmn and '

of a right to-nformation. They are not so naive.-

chcr any acting out, or passage to actlon but SImply actmg' '
roll caméras! Bul there i i {00 much ﬁlm, or fiome at alk; Or 1t was _
;]eqenqmqed by 1 rcmammg 100 long in the hum.ldity of th_ old

war. i short, thére is quite simply nothmg o566 Latef"thére' . '
'.'111 bc sumethmg to see for the: uewers of archwal cassettes:
atid the generatlons of video- zombles ‘whé will never: céase E

reconstltutlng the event. Tiever hdvm g h dd thes intiiition of l:hc' Er

rion event of this war

The d.[‘ChlVE} also he]onga I{J virtual llrne 1t i thc comple— L o

ment of the'cvent “in.real tlmc, ni that mstantaneﬁy of the . L

ev ent and ity d' Musion: Morcuvcr ralbier: lhau the* revolutlon o
of r'eH] fimie of which Virilio ?puak‘i we should spcak Df an mvcr
1utlon in real time; of an involution of the event m the mstanta— L

neity of everything at orice; and of its vanishing i afo rrnatlo e
1tself I we take note of the speed of hgh’s and the temporal :
short-cireult of pure war (the nanosecqnd], we sée that thl.&_'_ 'g
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involution precipitates us precisely into the virtuality of war -

and not tnto its reality; it precipitates us into the absence of
war. Must we denounce the speed of ight? .

Uldpta of real time which renders the event simultaneous at all
points on the globe. In fact, what we live in real time is not the

event, but rather inlarger than life (in vther words, in the vir-

tual size of the image) the spectacle of the degradation of the
event and its spectral evocation (the “spiritualism of informa-
tion": event, arc you there? Gulf War, are you there?} in-the
commentary, gloss, and verbose mise en scéne of talking heads
which only underlines the impossibikity of the image and the
correlative unreality of the war, 1t is the same aporia as that of
cindma vérité which seeks to short-circuit the unreality of the
image in order to present us the truth of the nbject. In this man-

ner; CNN seeks to be a stethoscope aitached to the hypothetical _'

heart of the war, and to present us wilh itz hypothetical pulse.
But this auscultation onlj: pravides a confused ultrasound,
undecidable symptloms, and an-assortment of vague and con-
tradictory diagnoses. All that we can hope for is to see them: die
live (metaphuorically of course}, in other words that some eveni
ar other should overwhelm the Information instead of the infor-
‘mation inventing the event and commenting artificially upeﬁ

it. The only real information revolution would be this enc, but
it is not likely to occur in the near future: it would presuppose: a :
reversal of the idea we have of information. In the meantims, -
we will continue with the involution and encrustation of the _
event In and by informaltion, and the closer we approach the

iz it rezlly taking place? 49

live and real iime, the further we will go in this direction. . - -

. Thie same illusion of progress occirred with the appear'a_n'ce
of speech and then colour on screen: at each stage of this
Progress we moved further away from the imaginary intensity
of the image. The closer we supposedly approach the real or the
truth, the further we draw away from them both, since neither
one nor the other exists, The closer we approach the real time
of the event, the more we fzll into the illusion of the mrtual .

God save us fmm the ilnsion of war.

At a certain speed, the speed of light, you 163& éﬁen your shad-
ow. At a certain speed, the speed of Information. things lose-
their sense. There is a great risk of announcing (or: deh‘ouﬂcing)
the Apocalypse of real time, when it is precisely at this. pmnt that_
the event volatilises and becomes a black hole from which Iight X

no Innger escapes. War implodes in real time; histor}' lmplodcs o

in real time, all communication and all qxgmﬂcatlon Impinde in
real time. The Apocalypse itself, understood as the arrival of cat<
abtrophe is unlikely. Il falls prey to the. prephehc illusion. The
world is not sufliciently coberent to lead to the Apocalypse
- Nevertheless, in confmntmg our opinions on the war: with
the diametrically opposed opinions of Paul Virilio, orie of us bet-'_
ting on apocalyptic escalation and the other on deterrence and'
the 1udeﬂ.n1te virtuality of war, we concluded that thls declded- '
Iy slrange war went in both directions at once. The war's pro~
grammed escalation s relentless and its non-occurrence na less
i_iievitabie: the war proceeds at once towards the two exremes

of intensification and deterrence. The war and the non-war
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take place at the same tlrﬁe.*nﬂth- the same period of deploy-

ment and suspense-and the same possibilitiés of de-cscalation.

or maxxmal mcrease

What is most extraordjnary is thdt the two hy pothcses the '

apocalypse of real time and pure war along with the triumph of
the virtual over the real, are rcalised at the same time, in the

samie space-time; each in implacable pursuit of the other; It s

sign that the spuce of the cvent has become a hyperspace with
multiple refractivity, an"cl that the space of war has become defini-
tively non—EucI:dcan And that there will undoubtedly be no res-
olution of this situation: we will remain in the undecidability of
war, whlch is the undecidablllty Creal:ed by the unleashing of
the two opposed principles.. = -

L Sol_t war and pure war go hoating.

L There 1s a degrec of populdr guud will'in the micro- pa.mc dls-
t1lled by the atrwaves, The public-ultimately consents to-be

_ I'mghteued, and to be gentl:.' terrorised by the bacter_iolog;wd_l_
sceuanos on the basis of a kind of affective pattiolism, even
Whllc it 'Pm_sc_.rves a fairly profound indiffe‘fénce to the war. Bul '
if-'éenso'r's' this indifference; on the grounds that wé must noL -
cﬁt'oursé_l'_vgs_ off from the world'_scehe-,- that we muist béf.
moﬁil'ised at least as ei{tras' tn order to rescue war: we have: 1‘1‘0‘7
o’ther passlon with whlch to replaoe it. Tt i5 the same w1t|1 politi-
(‘dl parhupdilon under nnrmal c1rcumstanoes thls is largel}_'

second hand; taking place dgainsl & backdrop of spuutaneous =

mdlfference It is the same mlh (‘ml cvcu when we no longe

belicve, we continae to believe that we believe. ln this h?steri___
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cal replacement tunctmn, we: 1dent1[y at once those who are
superﬂuous and they are many. By contrast, the few: who
advance the hypothesis of this. prefound manTerence w1ll.;bc
received as traitors. . - . '

By the forcé- of the media. Lhis war liberateé an exponénti"ai
mass of stupidily, not:the particular stupidily. of. war, which is -
considérable-.- but the profésSi‘eﬁal..-and- fl_lncﬁona'l-"st'upiﬂify of '
those who. pontificate in perpetual commentary on the e’ﬁént: ~
all the Bouvards and Pécnchets for hire, the would-be raide_rs"ol'
the lost image, the CNN ty[}es and ‘all the master singers of
strategy and Information who make us experiencetheemptl-
ness of te!evlélol_l as never hefore. This Zwaj:.,-i't mustbe séid;_-_'cbiifj

stitutes a merciless test: Fortunately, ﬁ'q__::btj'e-'i}vill_. huldthls
expert or general or that.'intélle_ctual._forjhjrc.fo"ﬁ:it_:_oi_inﬁ for thc N
idiocies or absurdilies proffered the day before, since these'will. -

be ci‘ascd_'by thase of the following day: In this 'm:anﬁ_t:f‘.-' cvcry—

onc is amnestied by the ultre-rapid sucqes'sion'-_of:'phonf'_eire_:_ifs_' L

and phony discourses..The Iaun'dering df_-'s'tupidity'by'thé' esca— _
lation of stupidity which reconstitutes a"sdr:'t of total mnocence o
nameiy thei innocence of washed and bleached brams, stupeﬁed- -
not by the vmlence but by the sinister ins:[gmﬂcance ot the :

hnages ’ .

Chcvcncmcnt in thc deserl Mﬂrimn te .m!utant' Rldmuluua
France with its old ]aguars and its prcﬂdentlal thperq .
Laplllon on televislon ‘'the benefit of this war will have been
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to recycle our milttary leaders on television:. One shudders al.
the thoupht thatin another time, in a resl war, they were opcn-
alional on the battleﬁeld

Imbroglio: that pacifist demoenstration in Paris, thus indirectly
tor Saddam Hussein, who does want war, and against the
French Government which does not want it, and which from
the outset gives all the signs of refusing to tuke part,; or of doing

so reluctantly..

Deserted shops, suspended vacations, the slowdown of activity,
the city turned over to the absenl masses: it may well be that,
_ behind the alibi of panic, this war should be the dreamed-for
) opportunity to soft-pedal, the opportunity to slow down, to ease

off the pace. The erazed particles calm down, the war erases the_
guerrilla wartare of everyday life, Catharsis? No: re'z_levatlon. Or

perhaps; with everyone glued at home, TV plays-'-o'ﬁt: fully its
role of social control by collective stupefaction: furning uscless-
lv upon itself like a dervish,. it affixes populations:all the bel.l.er
for deceiving them, as with-a bad deteclive novel which we

carmot belicve could be so pointless. . - . - -

Ireq i being rebuilt even before it has been destroyed. After- -
sales service, Such anticipation reduces every further the credi- -
bility of the war; which did not need this to dlscourage these .

who wanted to believe in it. -

:smce therc was nothing lefl {o destroy. Why theu? Iu ord:
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bometl.mes a-glimmer ef black humour the twelve thuu-
sand coffins sent along, with’ the arms. and ammumtlon‘ Here
too, the Americans demenatrate their presumptlou thEII' pro-
jections:und their: lnsses are wrthout common: measure But
Saddam challenged them with being ineapable:of sacriﬁcj:ngf
ten thousand men in a war: they replied by sending l.welve-_
thousand coffins. _ o . _ :

. The overestimation of losses is part 01' I,he same megd luma-_. -
niac light show as the publicised deployment of *Desert Shield”
and the orgy of bombardment. The pilots no longer even have
any targets. The Iragis no longer even have enozigh deeoys to.
caler for the incessant raids.. The same targel: must be bombed-
five timeés. Mockery. . L

Thc British aru]lery unleashed for l:wenty four hours Long_-_. BN

cover. the noise of the armoured columns dd‘UdIlCng towards o o
the frent by the nmse of the bombardment " O ceurse. the'_ L

effect of surprisc must be: mamtamed (it is February 21) The REERS IS

best part is that there was no lenger anyore Lhere. the Imqls. ;
had already left. Absurdlty i .

dedam is a mercenary. the Amencans are mlssmnaries But -

once-the merccnery is beaten the rmssmnaries beeome de facro- .

the mercenaries of the entire world -But the price for becoming -

a perfeet merccnarv i='lo be stripped of all polithcal lnte].ligence'

and all will: The Amencans cannot ¢scape it: If; they want to be;"_ _
-the pollee ol the world. and-the New. World Order, they must'-

1ose all political authorlty in favour of their eperatlonal capaci—

-ty alone. They will become pure executants and cveryone else -
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| pure extraq in the consensual and pehoed New Werld Order
- Wheever the: dictator to be destreg, red, any: pumtwe ferce

sirre-of itself is even more frightening. Having assumed the:

Isracli style; the _Ameﬁcéms will hericeforth export it ev'ery__-.

wheré and, just as the Israelis did, lock themselves inta the spi- -

ral of unconditional repression. .

Bor the Americans, theé enemy 'does not exist as such. \i'ethirig'-.-

persenal Your war is-of no interest to me, your resistance is of no :

interest 10 me. [ will destroy you when I am ready: Refusal te

bdrgam wheoreas Saddam Hussein, for his part, bargains his )
war by overblddlng tn order to fall back, attemphng to force Lhe :
hand by pressure-and blackmalil, like a hustler trymg 10 sell !m_

'goods The Ameneans underqtend nethmg in this- whale pqy

chodrama of bdrgammg. they are had every: time unul with the. :
wounded: pﬂd_(, ol Lhe__Wester_ner-,.they stiffen and lmpese. thel_:;- _

-condifions. - They nnderstand nothitig. of this foating: duel, .thle

passage of arms in-which; for a brief moment, 'tl’i‘e h’bnoﬂr" a'ﬂd'-
d.lShOllOLlr of each is i play. They know only their virtue, and'__ _
" they are proud of their virtue. If the other wants to play; to mck-": .
and to challenge, they will virtuously cmploy- their force. They
will-oppose the other’s traps with: their character ar.m'eiie. _éh_d_.’
their armoured tanks. Tor them, the time of :e::cﬁ'eﬁge'ddes _f:_iet
exist. But the other, even il he knows that he will concede; can-
net.'de'SU witheut another form of procedure, He must be rec'o:g_'% -
nitsed as interlocutor: this is the goat of the ex'ehani«;e- He mist
bé recognised as an cnemy: this is the whole aim of the war, For'
the Americans, bargalning is cheap whereas for the others it is a'

| -'is'n'ré'alf'y takirig-';iléee?‘ e BB

matter 0[ henour (mutual) pers(mel recegmtlen Iinguletle._
strategy (la.nguage exists, it rust be henoured} and’ respect fer.' g )
time {altercation dernéands a rhythm, it s {he' price of there being'f-'f g

an Other) The Ameéricans take 1o eu.ount of these prm'lftlve .

subtleties. They have miich t6 ledrn about symhlic exchange. s

© By contrast; they afe winnérs frori an‘economiec poin |"-':3f'_' E
vicw: No. time lost in discusslon, no psycholeglcal msk inany- -
ducl with the other: it is'a'way of provmg that tinic docs nnl L

exnst that the other: deee not exist; and that a]l that matters 5
the model and mastery of the medel : B

Frem a mllitarY pointof view; to’ a]lnw this war to endure in
the way they have (mstcad of applym #'an Tsragli selutlen and": '
lmmedlately explmtmg the lmbalancc of firce while shert—eir—
chifing all: retallatory elIects} isa LILL[IILV sohition: Iaekmg i

giury and full of perversé. eﬂeets (Saddem 8 Hll['d ameng the ) :
Areb maas,ee) Nevertheless i domg 'chis they mpuw asuss

pense, & tcmpnral vacuum in-which they present to ‘chemselvev. =

and to the entire world the’ spectacle of thClI‘ w.‘lrtual puwer':?-'*' . '
They will ive elluwed the war. o endure as Ieng' s'it- iakes; .

not ta" Wm but 10 persuade the whele world of the mfalhblhty ol'
thelr” machme ' SR '

I‘he vlctory et‘ the anodcl isirmone lmpertant than v1ct0ry fuia

the. gmuncL MJ]ltary success consecratcs the Lmumph of arms e

but the programmmg suceess censccrelee thie defeat ef time _
Wer—prmmemg. thetransparency of thie midel i in the unfeldlng -
of the war, the sirategy of relentless execution: of a pmgram. .
the eledrm,utmn of all reaction and: any live mmatwe. melud- -
ing their own: these are more imiportant from the point of wew
of general deterrence (of frietids and foes ‘alike) than the flnal
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result on the ground. Clean war, white war, programmed war:. -

more lethal than the war which sacrifices human lives: -

We are a long way from annihilation, holocaust and atumic

apocalypse, the tota] war which functions as the archaic imagi- B

nary of media hysterla. On the contrary, this kind of preventa—

tive, delerrent end punitive war is a warning to everyone nol to
tuke extreme meéasures and inflict upon themselveb Wli'at'théy- '
inflict on others (the missianary complex): the rule of the game :
that says everyone must remain within the limits of thieir -
power and not make war by any mears whatever. Power must
remain virtual and excmplary, in-other words, virtuous. The -
. decisive tesi. is the planetary apprenticeship in this teg[]lat’ibn'_.:;-
- Just as wealih is no longer measured by the ostentation 6f‘_
wealth but by the secret circulation of speculative capital; qo
war is not measnred by being waged but by its speculative. -
unfolding in an abstract, electronic and informational 'sp'acc'; .

the same space in which capilal moves.

While this conjunciure doés mot exclude all aecident (d.lSOt-
der in the virtual); It is nevertheless true that the pmbdblhty of:

the irruption of those extreme measures and matual v1olcnce_:_ '

which we call war is increasingly low.. -

Saddam the hysteric. Interminable shit kicker. The hysteric--
canmnot be crushed: he is reborn from his symptorns as though' -
from his ashes. Coniranted by a hystcrie, thé ot-hér"be'cbmes% __

parancid, he deploys a massive apparatus of protection a'n'd_""

'Hussein by Bush is that of being a liar, a traitor, a bad 'p'lay'er',' Al

be trcatcd by hypnosis?.

is it r‘eany\_ t'akin:g-':p'l'éb_e

mistrust. He suspects the hystenc oi‘ bad fa1th :
slmulation He wants to constrairi: hzm t(l the _ul,h
transparen cy. The hysteric is irreducible. HlS meﬂns are decoy
and the overturning of alliances. Confronted with this lubricit _
this duphclty, the parancid can only become: more rlg1|_:‘-_, moré o
obsessional. The most violent reproach. édd'ress'ec_l to :Séddaﬁij_

tnckster Lying son of a bitch' Saddam, like a good hysteric, ha.e. S
never glven birth to his own war: for him; it is anly a phantom '.
pregnancy. By contrast, be has until now succeeded in prevent- :
ing Bush from giving birth to his. And, with the complicity of
Gorbachev, he almost succeeded in fucking him up the ass. But
the hysteric is not suicidal, this is the advaﬁta’geoﬂs other side
1o Saddam He is neither mad nor suicidal. perhaps he should

The Iraqls and the Americans have at Ieast one t]:ung in com—'_
mon a heinous crime which they. (and w1th them the We:st} .
Share Many things about this war are explamcd by thils anfefic

or crime from which both sides sought to pru[‘l w;lh |mpumty .
The secret expiation uf this crime feeds the Gulf W ar in its con—
fusmu and its allure uf the. setthng of accounts. Such is the '
qhareﬂ agreement ta lorget it that httlc is spokcn about thls o
prior cpisede {cven by the Iranians), namely the war agamst . _
Iran. Saddam must avenge his fallure to win, even though he_ :

was the aggressor and sure of his impunity. He must avenge
himself against the West which trained him for.it, while the'

Americans, for their part, must suppress him as the embarrass- '
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ing accumphce i that cr:mmal a('t

"For any government official or despot power over his own-

people takes precedénce ov er cverything else. n the case of the

Gulf War, this provides the only-chance of a solution:or'a de-.
escalation: Saddam will pre[‘er to concede rather than debtmy
his internal hegemun yor sacrifice his arimy, etc. [n (his qcnse, L '
sheltermg his planes in Iran is a good sign: rather than an. .

~ offensive sign, it'is the ploy of a burglar who stashes his hant i

order to retrieve it when he comes-out-af prison, thus an argu-:

fnent against any heroic or suicidal intention. . .

While one fraction of thé.in tellcctuals -ail'd'poiitlcians;_'sp'eci'a_l.-'_"
ists in the reserve army. of mental labour, are whole-heartedly - -
in favour of the war, and another fraction are agairist it 1 "rmi_i .
thé bottom of their hearls, bﬁt tor reasons no less d'ist"urbin'g, all a
are agreed on nne point; thJS war exists, we have seen it, The[e_-_-h
is no interrogation inle the event itself or its rea]ity ar inlo the:.
fraudulence of this war, the pro grammed and alway-a dclayed :
illusion of battle or into the machination of this war and 1ts-: '_
amphf'callon by information; not to mentlon the 1mpr0bable
orgy of matcrla.l the systematlc mamplﬂdimn of data, the artifi- -
cial dramatisation ... If we do not- have practlcal mtelllgence :
about the war (and nomie among us has), at least let us have a .
sceptical intelligence towards it, without renouncmg the_ :

_ pathetic feeling ofis absurdlty S
But there i n mnrc than one kmd of absurdlty rhat of lhc
- massacre and thal of bcmg caught up in the illasion ul‘ mis-

sacre. I is |ust as inlLa Fontaine 5 fab]e thé day thcrc i a real'_-

ig it really taking place? 59

- war you will not even be able to. tell the dﬂléiencé ‘The real vic-
tory of the simulators of wa.r IS to have drawn everyone into
this rotten siniulation.
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Si[:l'cé thjswar was won in advance, we will ncver k’lmﬁr whail it
would have been like had it existed. Wc will never. know whaL.. )
an Iraqr tdk]]lg part with a chance of ﬁghtmg would have been -
hke Wc wﬂl fever kuuw what an- Amerlcan takmg part witha

.chancc of bemg bcaten would have been hke We have seéeft. .

: what an ultra—modern process Of electrocution Is hke a prﬂcess-;_' R

of paralyms or lobotomy ofdn: expenmental enemy away ﬁ'om:’-:. .
' the tleld of battle wﬂ.h ito pombﬂlty of react!on But t}:us is not a'-_:'__' -

war, any. more than 10 aon I.mmes of bombs per da‘y Is sui'ﬂ—f.' :
clent to make It a: war Any morc than lhe direct: transmlssion L

by CI\N uf reai time: mformation is sufficient’ to: authcn‘ﬂcate a0
war One 15 remlnded of Lapncom One in. which thie [ ghl nf d:;} -
manned rm,ket ta Mars which OIII} Iook Place ina dcscrt stu-"' e

' dio was relayed live to a}l the teTewm on statwns in the world

It has bccn ca]le:] a surglml war, and It is true that there i IS -

somethmg in cummon between this i in vitro destructlon and:

N wtro fertllisatlon " the latter also produccq a Imng bemg buit it e
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is not sufficient to produce a child. Bxcept in the New Genetic
Order, a child issues from sexual copulation. Except in the New

World Order, war ix born of an antagonistic, destruofl've but
dual relation between two adversarics. This wer is an asexual

surgical war, a matter of war-ptooossmg in’ which the enemy'_ o
only appears as & computensed target, just as sexual partners .
only appear as, oode -names on the screen of Mimtel Rose. Il we.
can speak of sex in the latter case then perhaps the Gull War

can pass for g war.

The Iragis blow up civilian buildings in order to gi’ve'the_
impression of a dirty war. The: Americans. disguise § :i'tel'l.ite'_-_ '
information to give the impression of & clean war, Ewrythmg
in trompe Poeill The final Iragi ploy: to sceretly evacuate Kuﬁ."ai:t'
and thereby mock the great offénsive. With’hindsigh:'t'f:I the -
Presidential Guard itsell vas perhaps only a mirage; inany
case, it was exploited as such until the end. All'this is no 'ﬁid‘re' .
than a stratagem and the war-ended m general boredo'rﬁ?,. or
worse in the feeling-of having been duped: [fa‘q:i boasting,
American hypocrisy. It is as though there was a virus infecting -
this war from the beginning which emptied it of all 'crcdibi.'lit'}'f::.' :
1t Is perhaps becatise this two adversaries did niot even confront =
each other face to-face, the one lost it ity virtual war woti 111
advance, the other burled in its traditional war lost in advance.
They never saw edach other: when the A'merii:'an's:fi'n"a'llj;*-
appeared behind their cirtain of bombs the Lraqls had a]ready

disappeared behind their curtain of smoke ...

The general effect is of a-farcée which we wﬂl not ever: have' _
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'had I:u:oe to applaud lhe onlp‘ escala‘uon w1lI have’ been i
' deeoys openmg onto the finaI era of great confmntatlons

whmh vanmh m ‘the mist. The events in Eastern Europe Stlll::_'

gave the mer\esmn of & dwme surprise. No: such thing tn: the :

Gull, where it'is & though events were devoured i advance b}

’ the para51tc virus; the rct;m svirus of history, Thm i why we

could advance the hypul.ht.su: Lhal-this war wnuld not take: o

place Al:ld now that it is-over, we can realise al Id'al. llmi it:did E
nottakeplaee _ o o

It was buried tor too long whether in the concrete a.nd.
sand lraql bunkers orin the Amerlcans eiectromo sky, or
behmd that other form. of: ‘sepulchre; the chattermg telewsnon'
-a:,reem Tnddy t‘vervthmg tends to go. underground includ-
mg mfurmdtlou in its’ mfnrmatmnal bunkﬂ's Fven war has:

gonc u_ndcrground in: urder o survwe Irl thIS forum of war.

whlch i the Gulfy cvcrythmg is hu]den Ihe [ﬂaneﬁ dre hldden, o

the tanks arc burled Iarael plﬂy‘a dedd the 1mag_‘ :

sored and a]l ml‘ormatlon is bloekaded in the desert Oﬂlj’ TV .
functlons as: a mcdlum mthout a mesbage, gwmg at last the_-‘_'j R

1mage of. pure televlsmu _ _

lee au animal, the war goes to gmund TL h]deb in the sand 1t-- -
hldes in the sky It IS llke the Tragi planca it knows thal it hd"\ no .
Lhdﬂﬂ(' if it surfaoes It awalts its hom - which will: never come e

The Amertoans themselves ane the ‘i’ECtOI‘S of tbls catalcpsy. P
.There is nu question that the war came fromm their plan and its-.
programmed unfoldmg No quewlmn thdt in thelr war th.e.
.[[‘i'IQIS went to war. No questmn tha’r the Other came from thelr L
' computers Al rcactmn even on their part (as we saw n the By
' episode of the prxsoners Wh.lﬂh should haue prod uesd. H wolent : _.
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reaction), all ahreaction against the program, all improvisation
is. abolished (even the Tsraclis wére muzzled), What is tested
here in this foreclosure of the enemy. this experimental rechu-
slon df war, is the future validity for the entire planct of this
type ol suffocating and machinic performance; virtual and
relentless in its unfolding, In this perspective, war-could not
take place. There is no more ronm [or war than for any form of
living impulse,

War stripped of its passions, iis phantasims, its finery, its veils,
its violence, its images; war stripped bare by its techmicians
even, and then reclothed by them with all the eriifices of elec-
tronics, as though with a second skin. But these too-are a kmd
of decoy that _technology-s_ets up before itsell. Saddam Hussein’s
decoys still atm to deceive the enemy, whereas the American
technological decoy only-aims to deceive itscl. The first days of.
- the hghtniiig attack, dominated by this techmological my'stiﬁca-
tion, will remain one of the finest blut!s one of the finest. :,ulleu-

tive m:rdgeq of contemporary History {along with i‘imlqoam} :

We are all accomplices in these fantasmagoria. 1t must be said,
as we are in any pliblicity campaign, In the paét',_the unem-
ployed constituted the reserve army of Capital; today, in our
enslavemént to information, we constitute the reserve army ol
all planetary mystifications. . "

Saddam comstructed his entlre war asa decoy (whefhcr deliber-

ately or not}, including the decoy of defeat which even more-

did nm:'t'ake"piacé o es

resembles a hysterical syncope nf the type: peek-a-boo. I am na-"' '

loniger there! But the Arericans also constructed thelr aifajr as TR h

a decoy, like 4 parabolic mirror of their ¢wn’ puwer. takmg nﬂ'-_' - R

aceount of what was before them, or hallucinating 1hosé np.pn" '

site to be a threat of comparable size to themselves; utherwlse_ :I - '.
they would not even have been able to believe in their ownvlc- _' T L
tory. Their victory itselt in the form of a triumphal decoy echioes. . e
the Tragi decoy of defeat. Ultimately; both wete accomplices as: =~

thick as thieves, and we were collectively abused. 'l‘his is why :

théwar remains indefinable and ungraspable. all s’frategy hav- o

ing given way to siratagem. -

- "Ome of the two adversaries is a rig salema'n', ‘the othér-an

‘arms salesman: they have neither the same logic nar Lthe saime S

strategy. even though they are both ¢rooks. Théfg: is not

enough communication betwecn them to‘chable them te make

- war upon each other. Saddhm will never tight, while the .
Ameéricans: will fighit- agajnst afietive double: on’ screen They.'.
see Saddam as he should be; a modernist hevo, worth’ defeatmg":_- B
(thie-fourth biggest army in the world!). Saddam remains a rug; o
salesman who takes the Ameéricans for rag salésmen ke him-

self, stronger than he but léss gifted for the scam. He hears _

riothing cl'déterrence. For there to be deterrence; there mustbe T

communiéation. It is a game of rational strategy which préstip:

‘poses real time communication befween the two adversarics;

whiereas in this war there was never communication at any
moment, but always dislocatlon In time, Saddam evolving in &
long time; that of blackmail, of procrastination, false advance,
of retreat: the recurrent time of The Thoitsand and One Nighits——
exactly the inverse of real time. Deterrence in fact pr&'suppbseé
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a wrtual escajauon between the two adversarles By contrasr _

. Saddain’s entire strategy’ reists upon: de-escalation’ fone sets. a'_

maxlmal price then descends from it in ‘iiagee) And their

respective: denoucments +#re nol at- all ‘thie same. The failure of

the sales pitch is merkcd by evasive Ac tion: (he salesman rolls :

up his rag and leaves, Thus, Sad(}am dlsappcars withott fur-
ther ado. The failtre of delerrence is 'marked by l'orce this is the.

case with the Americans: Onw aguin, there 13 no relation

hetweert: ihe two, cach plays in his own space and misses the -
ather. We cennet cven say that. the Americans defeated .
Suddam: he defailted on them, he de-sscalated and they were

not able to escalate suﬂuzleutly to destroy h.lm

Fmally, who could have refidered more service to everyone, m-_ )
stich a short time at ‘'such little cost, than- Snddam Hissein? Ho

reinforced-the security of Isrecl {rc_ﬂux of the Iutlfada. rethll of N
world:apinion for Israel), assured the glory of American arms, |
grive Gorbachev a political chance; opencd the door to Trar and

Shitstn, relaunched the UN, etc.; all for freé since he alone paid

the price of blood. Cani we conceive of 5o admirable a nmn?t‘mél . ..
he did not even fall! He remains a hero for the Arab rnesse's,itt'-"l's '
as though he were an-agent of the CIA disguised as Saladin. .- -

Rewist the probability nf-anje image or information Whatcvbr-_. '
Be mure virlual than events themselves, do not seck o reu&etal} '
Tish the Iruithy, we do not Hiave thic.means, but do ot be diped, *
and to that end re-immerse the war and all information ini the '

wrtuaht} from whence they come . Turn deterre
ageunst 1tse]f. Be meteorologtcally sensitive to s ' pidlt}

: 'I‘hc realist logic' wtuch hvcs on thc lllusmn of the tmal resul ;

i even for a:moiment, AIl political and 1declogic 1

B lhl& Wdl‘, Lhey rvemfonc il bluITby thieir tinié umc s du

' entlre mental strategy of deterrence which Is played ot

_ fu‘alOll o[' the two. M! lhnqe wha' um]erslend rmlhmg nfth

' mvnluntanly reinforce this halo of bluff which surrounids s.

did not take 15|a¢é-__-_ :

The dema.l of the facts is never one of them The ﬁnal resolutlon'

of an equanon as complex as a war is never nnmedletely appar _
ent’ m the war: Ttisa question of selzing thie loglc of tts unfold—'} . -
ing, ln the absence of any prophettc lllusio )

To be [ot or"

agamst the war is idiotic it the tuStlDﬂ of the" uery prohablhty
of thls war, ifs credlblhty or dégrae of :‘eahty has not been raleed

specn]atlons":

Thc real’ warmongcrs arc those. who live on the: ldco
thc VcraCIty of this war, while the: war 1tec]f wnca"' '
a.nother Level by l:nokery hyperreallt '

facts and in ‘the nnages ine the antlclpahon of the real bv th

mrtual of the evept by virtual tl:r.ne. andin the me.xorable cor:

B It is‘as though the Iraqls were clcotrocuted lobotormscd run—_"____.__""- o

"mng towards thc téleviston journalists in arder to eurrender or.

nnmobﬂlsed beside the:r tanks, not even demoralised: de cere-_. o
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bralised, stupefied rather than defeated — can this be called a
war? "Uoday we see the shreds of this war rot in the desert'juét
like the shreds of the map in Borges' fable rotting ai the four
corners of the territory (moreover, strangely. he situates his
fable in the same oriental regions of the Empire). - .~ .
Fake war, deceptive war, not even the illusion but: the disil-
lusion of war, linked not only to defensive calculation, which
translates into the monstrous prophylaxis of this military
machine, but also to the mental disillusion of the combatants
themselves, and to the global disillusion of everyone else. by
means of information, For deterrence is a total machine {itis
the true war machine}, and it not only operates at the heart of
the event — where electronic coverage of the war devoured

time and space, where virtuality (the deeoy. programming, the

anticipation of the end) devoured all the oxygen of war like a
fuel-air explosive bomb.— it also operates in our heads;

Information has a profound function of deception. Tt matfers”

little what it “informs” us about, its “coverage” of events:mat-

ters little since it is precisely no more than a cover: its purpise

is to produce consensus by flat encephalogram. The comple-
ment of the unconditional simulacrum in the field is to train

evervone in the unconditional reception of broadcast simu:
lacra. Abglish any intelligence of the event. The result is-a suf-

focating atmosphere of deception anid stupidity. And if 'peeﬁie:
are vaguely aware of belng caught up in this appeasement and
this disillusion by images, they swallow the deception and
remai fascinated by Lthe evidence of the montage of this war

with which we are inoculated everywhere; through the eyee,

the senses and In discourse. -
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‘There are ironic balance shects which help to temper the shock
or thie bluil of this war. A simiple calenlation shows that! of 't._h'e_j
500,000 American soldters Involved during the seven months
of operations in the Gulf, thres times as many would havc d.lcd 3
from road accidents-alane had they stayed in cwman l].te
Should we consider multiplying clean wars in order to reduee*
the murderous death toll of peacetime? : ES
On this basis, we could develop a phllosophy ef perverse
effects, which we tend to regard as always maleficent wherees-}
in fact maleficent causes (war, illness, virases) often produce
benefteial pewerse effects. Thcy are no less pervereefa's a result; .

but more interesting than the others; in partmular because it o

his been a matter of priniciple: never to study thieni. Exeepl for
M__Blldﬁ'y’ﬂlﬁg of course, in The Fable of the Beées, where he shows
that, év'er'y- society prospers on the bagis of its vices: But the

eeurse of events has drawn us further and further away frem - " o

an mtelligeuce of this order...

Al example: deterrence atqe]l' It: enly functlons we}l. g

between equal forces. Ideally, cach party :-.heuld peseess the :

SAME. Weapons before agreeing to. rencunce:. the:r tises It is

therefore the dissemination of {atoml:,) Weapons alene whlch.'ﬁ -
' cam énsure- eﬂ'ectlve global deterrence and the mdeﬁmte suis= -

pemion UrWdI The present pOhtiCS of non-dlssennnatmn plays:';_ ; )
~ with fire: there will always be enough madmen Loy ldl]mCh an‘;' :

archau, challeuge below the. level of an atomic npo-ate — wn-f?
ness Saddam Things being as they are, we should p]ace our"
hopes in theé spread of weapons rather than in thelr (never

respected] hzmtatlen Here toe the benefictal perverse etffect: of
: dlssemlnation shoulcl be: taken into account. We should esca-
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late'tn the virtual (of destruction) under penalty of de‘escalat-
irig in the real. This is the paradox of deterrenice It is like trifor-
mation, culture or other material and s'piritilal- goo'dS'-'oﬂlf;r
their profusion renders them mdlﬁerent and neutralises their
negalme perverse effects. \qu.ltlply vices in order to ensure the

collective good:

That sald, the consequences of whal did not take place mey.
be as substantial as those of an. historical event. The hypothe-

sis would be that. in the case of the Culf War as in _fhe-casg"bf '

the svents in Eastern Europe, we are no -lo'riger'-‘dealing"wi_th
“historical cvents” but with placés of collapse. Eastern Europe
saw-the collapse of communism, the construction of which

had indecd been an historic event; borne by a vision of the-

world and @ utopia: By contrast, its collapse ts borne h}?"n:q th-
ing and bears nothing, but only opéns orito a confused deé’;eft

lelt vacant by the retreat of l:ustr;:ryr and 1mmed1d1ely mvadcd B

by its refuse

. The Gulf War is'alse a placc ‘of ccllapse a vu‘tual and metlc—_

ulous operation which leaves the samic impression _01- a-no-

event where the nﬂlifary-conﬁomatibn l'el.l"sl":Lcirt_:afﬂd'}Whéré’ 110 _

political power: proved itsell. The collapse of Lr‘aq- and 'stutiéféé'-'

Licn of th¢ Arab world are the cunsequences ofa con[rontaﬁon' o
which did'not take place: and which, undoubtedly never muld._ L
take place. But this non- war in the form ofa victory also mnba-.;. _
crates the Western polmcal collapse throughout the’ Middle-- '

East, incapable even of eliminating. badc'lam and of’ lmagu:lmg: o

or imposing anythmg aparct from this new deserland pOllCC ;

- did rfo_t: take place _ T

orderca]ledworldorder L IR
" As a conseqitence of this non-event and hvmg pmof of--_
Western polilical wéakness, Saddam is indeed still there, once
agdin what he always was, ’zhe mercenary of the Wast deserv— '
inng punlqhment I'(Jr nok nemdlﬂmg in his pIace but also worthy :
ol conhnumg to gas the Kurde and the Shiiles since he Had the
tact not to employ these WLapom against those Western dogs .

and worthy of keeping his Presidential Girard smce he had. the- .

heart to not sacrifice them in combat. Miraculo I._lhly {Lhey-wers:
thought to have been destrayed), the Presidential Guard recov--

-ers all its valour against the nsurgents: Morénﬁrcr; it is typical
‘of Saddam to prove his Combatlwt) and lf:[‘OCltj’ only agninst .
hig interneal enemies: as with every true dlctator the ultimate .-

end Df pﬂlltlc‘i, carefiilly masked elséwhere by the effécts of

-'dcmocrauy, is to maintatn control of one 5 OWIL: people by ‘any 3
* neans. including terrot: “This funclion: embudlt‘d by dlctator- . i
e sl:l.lps ‘that of bcmg pohtlcally Devealmg dl'ld at l;he l;ame fim e; _ L o
-an alibi for democrac:les — 1:10 doubt cxplalm Ihe mexphmble_ S
: weakness of the large powers towards them Saddam hquu]alm _' .

; the comrnumsts Moscow ﬂxrts evén rnore ‘with th, he gasscs o

the Kurds, it is not held dgainst hin; he climindtes the religious .

: r;'adres the whole of Islam makes peace ‘Wwith I:um W hcncc 1h13 S
'unpumty? Wh y dre we ccnteut to iinflict a perfect semblance of_:'; = _
- mﬂnary defeat upon’ him id exchange for:a Perfect semblanceof o
' .'VI‘CtOIF for. Lhe Ainericans? This lgnomlnlous vemountmg“ofi;-;_._ _ .
: 'Saddam replacmg hlm in the saddlc after his- clown: d{t at: the :_ s
- . head of the holy: war - clearly shiotws that on all sides the ‘war. 1s- =
"constdered not to have taken place: Even the last phese of this

- _armcd mysllficdtlon will. have changed nothmg, tor thc' :
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100,000 Iragi dead will only have been the. final decoy:that
Saddam will have sacrificed; the blood money paid in forfelt.
according to a caleulated equivalence, in order to conserve his
power. What is worse is that these dead still serve as an alibi for
those who do not want to have been excited for ﬁothing,-.nu:f.- o

have been had for néthing:. at least the dead would prove that .
this war was indeed a war and not a shameful and pointless

hoax, a programmed and melodramatic version of what was
the drama of war (Marx once spoke of this second; melodra-
matic version of a primary event}. But we can rest assi.me&' that
the next soap opera in this genre will enjoy an even fresher and
more joyiul credutity. -

What a job Saddam has done for the Americans, from his

combal with Iran up to this full scale debacle! Nevertheless,
cverylhing is ambigucus since this cellapse removes any
demounstrative value from American power, along with- any

belief in the Western ideclogies of modémity, deimocracy, or

secularity, of which Saddam had been made the incarnation

in the Arab world. - .

R

. We can see that the Western powers dreamt of an Islamic pere-
stroika, on the newly formed model of Eastern Europe: demor:—
racy irresistibly establishing ftself in those countries Cunqi]e‘red
by the forces of Good. The Arab countrles will be liberated (the
peoples cannot but want to b_é liberated), and the women ol

Sandi Arabia will have the right Lo drive: Alas! this is not to be: _' N

" evenizintda duel,
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The conguered have not been convinced and have withdrawn,
leaving the victors.buly the bitter taste of an unreal mude-to-
order victory. Defeat. can also-be ‘a rival bid and a new begin-
ning; the chain of imiplication never stops. The éve_ﬁtual out-
come is unpredictable and certainly will not be reckotied in
terms of freedom. - |

No accidents occurred in this war, everything unfolded accord-
ing to programmatic order. in the absence of passional disor-

der. Nothing occurred which would have metamorphosed

‘Even the'status of the deaths may be qucstioned; on both sides.

'The minimal losses of the: coalition pose a- serious problem,
which never arose in-dny earlicr war, The paltry number of

deaths may. be'cause for sell-congratulation, but nothiﬂg“Wili'
prevent this figure belng paltry. Straugeky a war without, vie- -
tims does not seem hke a real war but rather the preﬁguration_.'

of an exper!mental biank war, or a WAr even [ore mhuman

because it is w1thout himan. Iosses, No heroes on'the other snde_.. o
either; where dcath was mosl ollen that of sacrificed extras; left - _
as-dover i the Lremh es of Kuwait,. or civiliang’ serwr.lg as bait - -
and martyrs for the diity war. Dissippeared; abandoned to thelr.j
lot; irx the thick fog of war, held i utter contemipt: byth’éi’féhj’ef ,
without even the collective glcry ofa uumber {wc do not know o

how many they are}

Alung with the. hostage or'the repentant the ﬁgure of the
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“di:sappcared'f has become emﬁlemgticiﬁ-_c;ur pcliticél; aniverse.

Before, there were the dead and traitors, now thiere ar (he dis:
-appeér_e_d-aﬁd_-the Tepeniant: bolh blanks. Even the df;ad are

blanks: “We have a]r_eady.. buried theny, they can no longer be- g
counted,” dixit SchWarzkopf.i;At' Timisoara; there: _Wérq' too .
- many of them, here there are not enough; but the effect is the

same, The non-will to know is: part of the non-wat. Lies and

- shame appeared throughout this war like a sexua']ly transmit{ R

ted disease. - .-

Blank out the war. }uSt as Knwait and Traq were rebuilt before :

they were destroyved, so at cvc'ry'bhase of this war things

unfelded as Lhuugh thiey were virtually completed. It is not t'or o
- lack of brandlshmg the threat of a chemical war, a bl(}ody war 3
& world war H-everyone had thelr say —ds- though it: we.re e

N _ncccssary to give ourselves a fright. to malmam everyone In a .

: state of erectlon for fear of seeing the ﬂaccid member ofwa: fall

“down. lhls futlle masturbatlon was the dehg,ht ofall Ihe TV’Q :

_Dr'd’m ari]y we dennunce thl‘l kind of bchawaur ds cmphdl.u, 0[‘
as empty and theatrl( al affec talmn why not dcnou_ncc ar

enlire event when il is ﬂffected by the same. lwstcrla?

. Tin many. respects, this war was & scandal ‘of the same type o

i Tnm;snara ‘Nol so muLh the war' ltsclf but the mampulatmn

of minds and blackmail by thc sccnarm The worst: sca.ndal . '
bemg the collectlve demand for intoxication the: complicity Gf -
~all i in the effects of war the elfects of reahty and false l:rans— :

' _.parency in this war. We could almost speak af medla ha:ass-

: ._'-ment dlong the lines of waxua] harassiment. Alaq! the pmblcm "

what have you got aa:unstdrugs? .' L e
’\Tothmg APart from [act that the collectlve dislllusion 15

 didt nb_tf take pi'ace_ N N

'always remams the same and 1t 15 msoluble where does real
molence begm where does consentlng vtolence end? Blujf and ' _
lnformatlon serve as aphrodjmacs for war just as the CorpbBb dt- :
Tu-msoara and thelr glohal diﬂ‘uston served as aphrodlma('s for; e

the Romanlan rew alution

But u]tlmdtely, whdl hdve yuu gnl 3ga1ml aphrndualacsr'-
?\nthmg 50 lnng a8 nrgaﬁm is attamed ThL mt.dm lmx has -
hemme Lhe prwer'equmte ‘Ln any. nrgaqmrc event Wc nacd 1t prc—.:'
c:]sely because the event escapes us. because conwctlon escapes o
us We have apressing need of mmulahon e?en that Of War, .

much more than we have of lTlIH( )am or llberty : and we have

an 1mmedlate intuitlon of the mea.us necessa.r 'to__obtam it;

_ThlS is lﬂdeed the fundamental advance nf ouF democracy: the

image-funcrinn the blaclcmall—func‘unn the.ﬁlf(}rmahon-func-

tlon, the_ _*pe('uldtton-fum,twn The ubs

t"m fulﬁllcd b3 the dCCO}' of th{: evcnt bY_ thc dccuy ofwar. . B

Drug-functmu R : S -
We have nelther need ol nor the tasts tor real drama or real

'war What we reqmre 1s the aphrodwtac spice’ of the mult:phca-" o
- tiom of fakes and the hallucmatlon ol‘ Vlolence. for we have a i
hallucl.m:-ﬂenlc pleasure m all thmgs whlch as l.n the case of ) '

drugs, IS also the pleamrc n our lndjﬂ'crencc and our Htﬁspon--ﬁ.

sxb]hty aud thus in our true llberty Here'is Lhc suprc ] formol -

' demmraLy Thmui%h il uur deﬁmtnw refrent From lht'--wor-ld"" .

takes shapc the plca’eure of mental qpeculatlon 111 .imageq' o
'equalhng that of capltal n- a stock market run, or that of the'- -
= -:‘corpses 111 the charnel house Dl‘ Tlmlsoara But ultlmately.' o

I‘IE‘_ phrudlsmc leIl(_,- RPN
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terrible once the spell is broken; for example,-when the_
corpses at Timisoara were uncovered, or when awareness of
the subterfuge of the war takes held. The scandal today is no
longer in the assault on moral values but in the rssault-on thie
realily principle. The profound scandal which hereaftcr
infects the whole sphere of information with a Timisoara-
complex lay in the compulsory participation of the corpses,
the transformation of the corpses int¢ extras which in the
same moment lransforms all those who saw and believed in it
into compulsory cxtras, so that they themselves become
corpses in the charmel hause of news signs. The odium lies in
the malversation of the real, the faking of the event and the

malversation of the war, The charnel houses of Timisoara are

such a parody, so paltry by contrast with the real slaughter-

houses of history! This Gulf War ts such a sham, so paltry: the -

point is not to rehabilitate other wars, but rather that the

recourse to the same pathos is all the mare odious when there

is no longer even the alibi ol a war.. a
The presumption of informaiion and the medla here doubles

the political arrogance of the Western empire. All those jou_r'-'__

nalists who set themsclves up as bearers of the universal cén-
science; all those presenters who set themselves up as strate-
- gisls, all the while overwhelming us with a flood of useless
images, Emotional blackmail by massacre, fraud, Tnstead of dis-
cussing the threshold of social tolerance for immigration we
would do better to discuss the threshold of mental tolérance for
information. Wilh regard to the latter, we can say that it was
dehberately crosscd. '
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The delirious spectacle of wars which never happened: the
transparent glacier of flights which never flew. All these events,
from Eastern Burope or from the Gulf; which under the colours of
war’ and liberation led only to political and historical disiftusion-
ment (it seems that the famous Chineser Cultural Revelation was
the same: a whole strategy of more or less concerted infernal desta:
bilisation which short-circuited popular spontaneity), posi-syn-
chronisation events where one has the impressicn of never having
seen the original. Bad actors, bad doubles, bad siriptease; through-
out these seven months, the war has unfoldéd like a long
striptease, [ollowing the calculated escalation of undressing and
approaching ihe incandescent point of explosion {like that of erotic -~
effizsion) but at the same time withdrawing from i and maifitain:
ing a deceptive suspense (teasing), such that when the naked body
finally appeam iLis o longer naked; dessire hio lon'gtrelﬁéﬁ and the
orgasm is cut short. Tn this manner, the escalation was admlms-
teréd to us by drip-teed, temoving us further and: ﬂlrther fmm the _

passage to action and, in any case, frorm. the war. [tis ke trath -

according 1 Nietzschie: we no longer belicve that the truth is true |
when all jts veils have been removed. Simitarly, we do rict bellevc
that war is war when all uncertainty is supposedly removed and it
appears as a naked operation. The nudity of war is no- less vu*u.ml
than that of the erotic hodylnthe apparatus of stnpteasc '

On the slopes at Courchevel, the news from the- Gulf War IS

relayed by 1nudspeakers during the intensive bombardments
D]d the others over there, the Traqis in the sand bunkers recéive
the: anow reports from Courchevel?
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February 22 was the day of the Apocalypse: the day. of the
unléashing of the land offensivée behind its ‘curtain of bombs,
and it Fran'oe, by a’kind of black humour, the dayof the worst
traffic jamr on the autorouteq ta the snow. While thc tanks
advanced to the assault on Kuwait, the automobile hordes
advanced to the assault on the snowﬁelds Morsover, the tanks
weit through mizch more easily than the waves vl leisuré-seek-
crs. And the dead were more nuimeraus on the snow front than
on the war front; Are we so lacking In death; even in time of
war, that it must be soughton the playing fields?” -

Stuck i trafite, one can always aimise oneself by listening to
the Gulf radio re'poffs the time of information never stops, ‘the

v.lower thmgs are on the roads the more things c:rculalc on thie -
w avcicngths Another d.l!:lI‘EiCtIDD. was that of the yo ung coup]e _'
who sw1tched between watchmg thé war on TV and their ¢hild
to be ﬁlmed and recorded in the mother's womb und made.
available on altrasound cassette. When the war qtops they

watch the kid. Al the level of images it is the'same combat:-war-
before it has bl"ﬂk{_ﬂ out, the chlld hefore il has been born
Leisure in the wrtual era.- '

The Ticiu'idati.on of the Shiites and the Kiirds by Saddam under

the benevolent eye of the American dlvisions mysteriously

stopped i their 11g]1|mng advance “in order: nnl 10 humlllate

an entire people” offers a bloody analogy ‘with the crushing of -
the Paris Commune in 1871 under the evc of the Prusslan:

dic niot take place R )

armies. And the good souls who cned out ior seve.n months for - -

or agamst the-war but alw: a}*s for the good n:ause those who
denctiriced the' abt‘rratrons of the pro-Tragi’ policy ten yearsf

after the eveit when 1L wm no longer rolevant and all-the .
rcpcntanl:a_- ol_' 1hig nghlb of Mdn, once: agam do’ nothmg._ I‘he._ .

world accepts this s 'th'é wages of defeat, ‘or roﬂiér"'o"n" l'he' ﬁ

Americah side, as the wages of wctorv The samé Amcnoans";

who, after having dumped hundreds of thousands of tonncs of-:
bombs, today claim to abstain from intervenmg m the mtemal
affairs ol'a State,” R ' e '

Itis ncvcrtholcqs admlrable Lh al we call the Arabs and Moslems
tradxtlonallsts with the same repulsioii that we. (' al

I;-:bomeone
racist; evou though we live ini-a typically tradltrona]iSt" soclety
althouoh one sunultaneously on the way for dmuteg' uou We

. do ot prartlse hard fdamentalist trad:ltlooahsm' We ' practlso .- _
“soft, subtle and shaimeful democratic tradltlonajlsm by conseu- N

sus. Howemer “consenisial: trad1tzonallsm (that oi__ he
Enhghtenmont thc nghlq of Man; the Teft in powor the repen—'

tant intellectual and sentlmental humanlsm} is every bit as' e .

fierce as that'of s an}r lglbdl n;-:hgion of primitive soclety i :
It denotnices the other as absolits Evﬂ m exactly the same '

" _manner (th&se are (he words of Francois Mitterand apropos the E

Saltnian Rushdie affair: whente does he derive such an archaic .
form ‘of thought?) The difference betwoen thc two I,radltmn- _' o

: thms (hard and $oft) lies th. the fact that our own (the snft]

holds all‘the means {6 destroy the othér and doeq not: FE‘;I e

" from their ise. Ay though by chance 1t is always the .
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Pnlightenment fundamentalist who oppresses and destroys the
other, who can only defy it symbolicaily. I order to )ushfy our-
selves, we give substance 10 the threat by turning the fatwa
against Salman Rushdie into a sword of Damocles hanging

over the Western world, sustaining a disproportionate terrorin

complete misrecagnition of the difference between symbolic
challenge and technical aggression. In the long run, the sym-
bolic challenge is more serious than a victorious aggressicn. [fa
simple fatwa, a simple death sentence can plunge the West into
such depression (the vaudeville of terror on the part of writers
and intellectuals on this pecasion could never be portrayed ¢ru-
elly énough). If the West prefers to believe in this threat, it is
because it is paralysed by its own power, in which it does not
believe, preciscly because of its enormity (the Islamic “netro-
sis™ would be due to the excessive tension created by the dispro-

portion of ends; the disproportion of means irom which we

sufler crcates by contrast a serious depression, a neurosis of
pbwerlessuess);- Tf the West believed in its own power, it would
not give a moment's thought to this threat. The most amusing'
aspect, however, is thal the other does not believe in his power:
lessness cither, and he who does not believe in his powerless-
ness Is stronger than he who does not believe in his power, be

this a thousand times greater. The Arab Book of Ruses gives a’
thousand examples of this, but the West has no intelligence of

such matters. .

.. This is how we arrive at an unreal war In which the over-

dimensioned technical poiﬁr‘er in turn over-evaluates the real

forees of an enemy which it cannot sec. And if it is astonished

when it so easily triumphs this is because it knows neither hew -

did nof take place:

to believe in itsell nor how to ruscmth itself. By contrast, wha
it does know obscurely is that in its 'piesent fo:_:r_n_lt _c_an be anm
hilated by the least ruse. RIS '. e

The Americans would do well to be more astomshed aL thenr

“victory,” to be astonished at their force and to ﬁnd ) equwa— '
lent for it in the intelligence (of the ather), lest thcu‘ power play_ a
tricks with them. Thus, if the cunning but siupid Saddam had -

conceded one week earlier, he would have inflicted & conmder-_.f- S

able political defeat on the Americans. But did he want to? In

any case; hie succeeded in his own reinstatement, whereas they

had sworn to destroy him. Bui did they swear it? Saddam
played the Americans’ game at every turn, but even defeated N
he was the better player at ruse and diverslon, The Book of -

Ruseés ét'i'l_l harbours many secrets unknown to the Penté'gqu-. e

Brecht lhlq heer isn't a beer, but thdt is compensatcd fur bv . .

the fact that this cigar isn't a cigar cﬂ:hcr f this beer wasn't a
beer and this cigar really was a cigar, then there would he a.

problem.” In the same mantier, this war is notawar but thls is e

compensated for by the fact that information is not mformation

either. Thus evcrythmg is in order. If thls war hadnot been a S

war and the lmages had been real images, there would have
bcen a problem_-.- For in that case the non-war would have’
dppeared for what it is; a scandal. Shnﬂaﬂy. if thé vﬁét had been -
a real war and the information hiad nol been information, th_lS
non-information would have dppEdI‘Bd for whatitis: a scandal B
In both cases, Lhere would have been'a pmblcm R

There is one turther problem for those who believe that thJs
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war took place how is it that a real war did not generate real
1magee3' Same problem for those who belleve In the A.mericans
“victory”: how is if that ‘;addem is s1ill there as thou;,h nothmg
hadhappcnedr L '_ R SR
Whereas cverjrthmg bccomew Loherenl |I' WE SUPDOSE thdt
glven this mctory was not a L’lctory, the deleat of Saddam was
not a defeat elther Everythm g evens out and everythmg Isin

order: the v.ar, the vlctory and the defeat-are all equally u.nreal :

equally non-existent: The same coherence tn the irreal:ty of the

advcreerlee the fact that the Americans never saw the Iraqls ls_

com penqeled for hy the fact that the Iraqis never fought them. "

Brecht again" “As for the place ot deeired there is eemet'hihg

there and that § disorder. As for the desired p]euﬁ there is noth- o

ng there and that 5 order S
The New World Order is mede up of all these COlll[Jeﬂbd-

tlons and the fact that there is nothmg rather than: somc-

lhmg, on the ground on the screens, inour. heads censensus_'

by - detcrrenee At the desu‘ed place (the Guli). nothlng took

plece non-war, At the: deslred plaee (r v, 1nformat1on) noth-
lng took place. no imiges, nothing but fi]ler Not much’ took -
'place 1.n all our heads either, and that too is in on]er 'T‘he fact
that there was nethm g at this or that de‘-tl red pl ace was har-:.- '
meniously compensated for by the fact that there wWas noth-._
ing elsewhere Blther In this manner, ‘the global order unLﬁcs-

d" the partlal orders T

Tn Eastern Eurepe, global order was reestabhshcd in accor- .

dauce wr[h the eame pdmdomcal dialecttc: where there W

: b’u' 'o'th'er means ... It ho- longer prooeede from a pohtlcel will £

did not 1ake' olace

somcthing (commmmm. but thle was preuscly dlgorder from i
globa.l peint of view), today there is notbmg but there is order
Things are in democratic order even: lf the;' a.re tn the Werst o

con.fusion
The Arabs there where they should net he (1mm1grants) :
there is disorder. There wheié they should be (in-Palestinie) bat:

- are fiot. there is order. The fact that in the Arab World-noth_mg.ﬁ_.z'_ IR

is'passible; not'even war, and that Arabs are 'de'terred;_'d_iea'i)-.
p'oilited ."p'owerle«;-c and neulralised, that s order: But this i
harmomously compensated for by the faet that at the marked- '
placc of powcr (Amcrlca) there iz né longer enythmg but a'
total. pohtlcal powerlessnese B

3 §deh {5 the New World Order.

A-variant on Clausewitz; nori-war is the absence of politics p’urs'tied- L

domlnal.e or from a vltal :mpul«.mn ur dn dnlagomeuc vwlence, o

but ﬁ‘om the will to 1mpnee a generel ceneemue by deL "renc
ThlS consensual Vlolence (..dll be is deddiy ns (.{Jul]l(.tudl w

lence, but 1ts girn’ is td. crvcrcome eny hegcmome rwalry, _ _'

: when cold and balanced bY terror asit hae been over tl
- fOftY YGBIS Irwas: alread_v at work ln-ail the democraeles taken N

one by one 1t operates teday on- a globa} level whu:h 13 iC _' i
uewed as, ELI:[ mmlense democracy governed by a homogenecus -

- ed legally aud glu:rbellyr mth & view! to pulllne, an end I L
. and hquldatmg a.ny con.l'rontatmn hker tor threaten the hence- [
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forward unified system of control. This was already the aim of '

dualistic (East and West) deterrence; today we pass to t}_:l_e
manppolistic stage under the aegis of American: power.
Logically, this democratic and consensual form should be able
to dispense with war, but it will no doubt continue to have local

and eplsodic need of it. The Gulfl War is one of these trans:twe :

episodes, hesitating for this renson between hard and soft
forms: virtual war or real war? But the balance is in the process
of definitively inclining in one direction, and tomorrow: there
will be nnthing but the virtual violence of consensus, the simul_-_

taneity in real time of the global consensus; this_ wi]_lz happerr .

iomorrow and it will be the begirii:ling of a world with. no
tomorrow. . REPE
Electronic war no longer has any pnlitical eb}ectwe stnuly

spea}cl_ng. it functions as a preventative BIBL.i.l"()SI‘I_(}Ck agems_t_‘._

any future conflict. Just as in modern communication there is

no lon ger any interlocutor, 80 in t!ne eleclronic war there ismo .
longer any enemy, there is only a rel'ractory element Wthh o
musl be neutralised and eonsensuallsed T]:us is what the'

A_merrcan_s seek to do, these missionary people bearing’ e]_eetr_o:-

shocks 'n_-._rhjc_:h will sh_epherd everybody towards democracy. -It'i's_ .
therefore pointless to _qu_esﬁon the politieal_aj_ms.of this war: the.
en.l'y (transpolitical) aim is to align everybody with thé global. .

© lowest common denomlnator the democratic denomm dtU r_" .
(which, in its extension; apprcaches ever closer to the degree :
zero of politics). The lowest common multlpher:. bemg mlormq-..
tlon n all fts forms, which, as it extends fowards infinity, also

approar:hes ever closer (o the degree zero alits content. -

In this sense, consensus as the degree zero of demoeracy- .

and information as thedegm(_:‘; zero of opinion are in total affin:

ity: the New World Order will be both consensual and televis-
al: That is indeed why the targetsd bombings carefully avoided
the Iraqi television antenn'ae' (which stand out ltke-a sore
thumb in the’ sky over Baghdad] War Is fio Ionger what lt_
usedtob.e ' s R

The erueial stake, the decisive stake in t]llS whole’ aﬂ'alr is the - .'

eensensual reduction of Islam to the global order Not to:'_': '

destroy but to. domesticate it; by whatever means: modermsa-
tion, even ‘military, politicisation: fationalism; demecracy the
R]ghts of Man, anything at all to electrocute the resrstances
and the symholtc chalten ge that Hlam repre‘;entq for rhe en nre

West: There is no miracle; the confrontation will last as long ab'

this. p p[‘Dﬁﬂbb has not reached:its l:erm by wntrast 1t will stopas

though of its own aceard the: day wheri-this ferm of radlcal'- L

challerige hay been liquidated. This Wd-». huw it happened irr Ihe:f

‘Vietnaii war: the: day when-China was ncutrahsed when thef'-"- '

wlld" Vietnam with its’ forces of hheratlon and revolt was-_.
replaced by a truly bureaucratic and mllltary-orgamsatmnf
eapabl_e."'df ensuring the continuation of {_—)rﬁdéir‘."the Vietnam'
war slopped immédialely — but ten years wete necessary for
this political domestication to take place (whether it took place -
under ¢amminism or democracy i.!-.i-_.l.'lf o irﬁ'['m'rt.;a'ri'(':é)'." Same
thing with the Algerian war: its end, which was belisvéd to be
impossible; took place of its own accord, fiot by virtue of De
Gaulle's sagacity, I;ut from the moment the maquis with their
revolutionary potenttal weve finally liquidated and an’ Algerian
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army and & bll[Bdu{,l'aCj', whlch had heen set up in 'lumsm
w1thout ever eﬂga gmg in comb at; 'were n a-position to EIISUT'E.
the contintiation of power and the t‘KGI‘ClSE: of otder..

-Our wWirs thus Have less to do with the- conﬁ'ontatmn of
‘warriors Lhan with thé domestication of the refracts Ory: forces

on the planet, those uncontrollable elementq as the. pollce :
would say, to which belong not only Isldm in ifs entirety but :
‘wild ethinic graups, minority languages etc. Al that is 'sin'guléa'r_-

and irreducible must be: reduced"and' absorbed. This is. thé law

of democracy and the New World Order. Tn this sense; the Iran- .
Traq war was a successful first ‘phése: Iraq served to liquid ate
the most radlral [orm of the ant:-We-stcrn challenge even '

though it never defeated it.- SRR _
- The fact that this mercenary prowess should gl ve rlse to. l,he

preqeut rcversal and to'the. necessity of its oWTL debtrumon isa .'
cruel irony, but psrfeLtly }ustl.ﬁed We wrilk havc shamefully
rnerlted every 1hmg which happens to Ui This does bt excuse e
" Iraq, which remuins the ‘objective accumplnue of’ the West even. )
in the presenl mnfrontatmn ta the exlent that the' cha]lengt- ni'- -
Islam, with its u'reducible and dangcmus alterlty and' symbalic
“ challenge; has- once again been Lhﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂllﬁd subtlllsed an:}'- ' _
'politmally, rmhtanly and relzgmusl}r deﬂected by Sei ddam s
: 'undertalung Eveu i the war agamst the We«.t e played hm'
> role in the domesticatmn u[ an Tskam: o which he has no use
HlS elunmatron if it shnuld take place‘ will only raisc & danger-_ ;
ous mortgdge The veal stake, the Lhallcnge of lslam and .
behlnd it that of all the forms of culture rcfractory to the occ1—- T
dental world remams intact. Nobody knnws who wﬂl wln I‘or:_ _. .

' as ‘Halderkin said,. “where ddnger threatens, that whmh ‘zavcs'- '

“did not take place

sult; the more the heége:
the global conaensuq 18 mmforccd'_'the greater the s 3 0r
Lh&llCCS of its collapse - :

us from it alqo gmws A

&
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