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Zarghan has offered 3 martyrs during revolution and 205 martyrs during 8 years
of Imposed War and Holy Defense.

The old residential part of Zarghan has three sections: Lora or Mahall-e-Heydar,
mahall-e-Miyan or Valli-ye-Asr and Jolahgoon or Mahall-e-Imam sajjad, each
section has a public bath, a mosque and a Hosseyniyeh (or Madiyeh, or
Zeynabiyeh). These are public places for religious purposes. Nowadays only the
public bath of mahall-e-Miyan is available and the other bathes are closed because
of destruction.

Zarghan is a traditional city and has many distinctive traditions especially in
religious aspects. One of the most traditional ceremonies of zarghan is Taaziyeh
performance. Taaziyeh is a melodious tragic Drama especially concerning Imam
Hossein (A.S.) and his family and faithful comrades and their Martyrdom in
Karbala at the year of 61hegira. All of the dialogues and monologues of Taziyeh
are of passion poems and are recited as sorrowful songs with traditional music
instruments Saz and Naghareh. (two native music instruments).

Zarghan has three hosseynieh (meaning: the house for Imam Hossein) in which
the ceremonies of Taziye are held in month of Mohrrams and also may be used as a
place for other religious programs.What make Zarghan distinguished from the
similar ceremonies of IRAN is the vast tents of these places. Each tent is about 450
square meters and 150 Kilograms weight, supported by 4 tall piles of 15 meters
height. These tents are raised from 27th of Thee Al-Hijja to 15th of Moharram
every year.

The Sarv Cultural Center (Farhangsara-ye-Sarv) is a municipally created public
space for cultural advancement in Zarghan. This center with over 2000 students in
Art and literature has many various programs, especially in poetry, writing,
photography, designing, drama, English, computers, music, handicraft arts and
astronomy. Zarghan has many poets, writers, artists and designers. Most of
zarghan’s people are educated and some of them live in other countries.

Some of the sportsmen of Zarghan have national and global sport Medals in
fields of wrestling, weight lifting, running and power lifting.

Zarghan with Flourishing economic activities and its valuable potentials has a
major role in self-efficiency and always is ready to support national and
international invastments.

It is important to note that Zarghan is one of the safest cities in IRAN and has
the minimum rate of crimes and social misbehavior according to official records.

Although the geographical position is one of the main vital factor of Zarghan’s
improvement, the religious characteristic and echonomical manner of Zarghanians
is another important feature, because they are beneficent, diligent and law-abiding
and public-spirited people and have an extraordinary efforts and resistance in their
life and works, for instance, they have established many schools, mosques, sports
ground, hospital and other non-profit public utilities and charity institutions. The
people of Zarghan principally are not careless and indifferent to their Fate and their
common social interests.

And finally, the 20th of Ordibehesht (10th of May) is Zarghan’s Day. At this
day, a various of social and cultural programs and activities is carried out by
Zarghanians and official departments.

More about zarghan in English and Persain can be found at www.hodhod.blog.com

With gratitude - Mohammad Hossein Sadeghi - Manager of Hodhod publication
June 2015 — khordad 1394
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They are the most important sources for the study of the administration of the
Achaemenid Empire and geographical cities of ancient civilization of Pars (IRAN).

In addition to Dariush war, two great victorious and important wars were
happened in zarghan, one of them about 1200 years ago between Amroleyth Saffari
and one of arab governors named Ahmad ibn abdolaziz And the second one
between King Nader Afshar and one of Afgan aggresseros named: Ashraf Afgan,
about 300 years ago.

There are a few old buildings in Zarghan, but there hadn’t remained any older
structures due to destructive wars and floods in zarghan.

You can visit these old heritage places in Zarghan: Band-e-Amair Dam, Zaki
Khani Caravanserai, Vaghefi’s house, Hammam-e-miyan (the middle public bath),
Zoorkhaneh (a place for ancient Iranian sports), Sabats (Passages with vaulted
ceiling), Nassimi mausoleum, national restricted wild life zone of Bamu, and
zarghan ganats and houz-e-mabhi.

One of the most important villages of Zarghan is Band-e-Amir in the north-east
of the Zarghan Mountain, and across the Korr River. Band-e-Amir as a very
fortified dam and bridge is an important monument of the early centuries of Islam,
related to the Azododoleh-ye-Daylami period. (About 1100 years ago). It is about
17 kilometers from Zarghan to Band-e-Amir; the starting point is the bridge near
the Zarghan Mountain and Imamzadeh Ghasem Pilgrimage.

Houz-e-mahi: There are many aqueducts in Zarghan dated back to old
civilization of Iran; one of them is called “houz-e-mahi” meaning “the pool of
fishes” which is a pre-Islamic pool and a part of Qanats of Zaghan. There are three
of these holy springs in Fars province one of which is near the tomb of great
Iranian poet, Saadi shirazi. A ganat is a water management system used to provide
naturally a reliable supply of water without pipe and other tools.

The tomb of Sayyed Emadoddin Nassimi (or nessimi) is in Zarghan. He is one
of the most famous mystic poets of Iran and Islam, martyred about 6 centuries ago.
It’s also said that his grave is in the city of Aleppo (Halab) in Syria. The 600th
anniversary of Nesimi's birthday was celebrated worldwide in 1973 by the decision
of UNESCO, and representatives from many countries took part in the celebrations
held both in Azerbaijan and in Moscow.

Bamu National Park is one the most important protected zones of Fars Province
located near Zarghan. The native animals of this park are wild goat, ram, wolf, fox,
Leopard and many kinds of birds and plants.

One of the most famous and delicious gift of Zarghan is its Halva Ardeh. Ardeh

is taken from Sesame seeds (konjed in Farsi Language) in the form of paste,
usually sweetened with syrup.

Besides agricultural productions and cattle training , Zarghan had been a
significant city for medical and surgery services, religious trainings, weaving:
textile, rug, carpets centers, gun and gunpowder manufacturing, oil-pressing, soap
making, tanning, shoe making, Matting, .... And because of these potentials and
plenty of welfares productions and services, Zarghan had been a great local market
for neighbor cities and villages and also nomad tribes, so Zarghan was known as
Little India.

Zarghan was among the first cities which joined the Islamic revolution
movements and had many outstanding activities before the victory of revolution.
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A Glance at Zarghan

Zarghan (or Zargan and Zarqan) is located in Fars Province, in the highway of
Shiraz- Persepolis, with a distance of 25 kilometers from both sides and about 900
kilometers to Tehran. As the most of Iranian cities, the language of Zarghan is
Farsi (Persian) and the religion is Islam. Zarghan’s population is more than thirty
thousands (in the city) and about fifty thousands in the district (bakhsh). Zarghan is
1370 meters above sea level and has a moderate climate with regular seasons.

The word “Zarghan” is a combination of two words: zar + ghan. Zar in Farsi
language means: Gold and “ghan” is the Arabic form of “Kan” which means: mine;
so Zarghan means “the mine of Gold” or the gold mine. And this is the historical
name of our ancient city: Zarghan. Although there hasn’t been any mine in this
city, its name may be referred to its natural properties and geographical aspects and
fertilized soil. It is mentionable that there are four cities in Iran with the name of
Zarghan one of which is our city. Zarghan has two residential sections: the old part
of Zarghan is near the mountain and the new part is in the plain ground near the
highway of Shiraz-Persepolis-Isfahan.

Zarghan is an industrial and traditional city and has many distinctive traditions
especially in religious aspects. According to official records about 24 percent of
Fars industries are located in it, accordingly Zarghan is one of the richest and
polluted Iranian cities. Zarghan is also distinctively important for its farming and
cattle training in view of the fact that it is one of the main producers of meat and
agriculture products in the south parts of Iran.

Another famous and important product of Zarghan is Grape that is traditionally
produced in dry farming method (without watering) as a result its grape is very
sweet and delicious.

The city of Zarghan has one of the best town planning and architecture. Its urban
green space is about 64 hectares,. Zarghan has several beautiful and equipped
public great parks so it is one of the most beautiful cities in Iran. The per capita of
Zarghan's green space is about 18.6% and it is obviously over the international
scales.

Zarghan has two universities, Islamic Azad University with 6000 students and
Payam-e-noor with 2000 students.

Many books and essays are written about Zarghan’s culture, dialect, history,
proverbs, tales and folkloric literature, in addition, some of tourists who travled to
Iran and visited our city have written many books and essays about Zarghan in
their travels book or records of trip.

Zarghan Airport is also famous for its aviation training and rental aircrafts.

The earliest reference to Zarghan, as RAKKAN is on Bistoon Inscription and
some Elamite clay tablets dated to 500 BC.

Bistoon Inscription: The text of this inscription was engraved in the breast of the
Bistoon Mountain in Kermamshah province 522 BC by order of King Dariush.
These texts relate to his triumphant wars. The Bistoon impression is an epigraph in
three languages, the ancient Parsi, Elamite and a Babylonian dialect. According to
professor Arfaee researches the ancient name of zarghan “Rakkan” is mentioned in
these three languages in Bistoon impression. In addition, the name “Rakkan” is
repeated about 50 times in Persepolis fortification tablets which are a large
collection of ancient Persian cuneiform administrative texts.
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