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[\] Thiomersal is the most widely-used preservative for vaccines g olojlw pom; olon)
(cwlag

[v] Thiomersal is a compound containing ethyl mercury used to prevent bacterial and fungal
growth in some inactivated vaccines in multi-dose vials. (culig le olojle com) cule)

[\‘] Q: Does the amount of thiomersal in vaccines pose a health risk ?

A: WHO has closely monitored scientific evidence relating to the use of thiomersal as a vaccine
preservative for over \- years, in particular through its independent expert advisory group, the
Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety. The Committee has consistently reached the
same conclusion: there is no evidence to suggest that the amount of thiomersal used in vaccines

poses a health risk. Other expert groups (for example the U.S. Institute of Medicine, the
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American Academy of Pediatrics, the United Kingdom Committee on Safety of Medicine, and
the European Agency for the Evaluation of Medicinal Products) have reached similar
conclusions. (culigs Sl olesle oy col)

[i] the World Health Organization considers small doses of thimerosal safe regardless of
multiple/repetitive exposures to vaccines that are predominantly taken during pregnancy or
infancy (e Ol awy o).

[o] ethyl mercury, unlike methyl mercury, causes kidney damage in humans. Ju, 3, 4lis)
(2l %

[‘\ ] A number of affluent countries are moving to eliminate thiomersal (thimerosal), an
ethylmercury preservative, from vaccines as a precautionary measure because of concerns
about the potential adverse effects of mercury in infants. The WHO advocates continued use of
thiomersal-containing vaccines in developing countries because of their effectiveness, safety,
low cost, wide availability and logistical suitability in this setting. (X sl s Col)

[v] All vaccines routinely recommended for children 7\ years of age and younger in the U.S. are
available in formulations that do not contain thimerosal.

Vaccines that do not contain thimerosal as a preservative are also available for adolescents and
adults.

The use of thimerosal as a preservative in vaccines has markedly declined due to reformulation
and development of new vaccines in single-use presentations.

[A] The case histories of four children and two adults who were accidentally given toxic
amounts of Merthiolate are recorded. The possible modes of action of Merthiolate in causing

symptoms are discussed.Five out of the six patients died.
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