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6]. It is troublesome to assume the victims’ mental state is

ound or that their decisions are fully rational and calculated.

herefore, it is hard for us to defend self-immolation suicide

ttempts as ethically justified. Instead, we argue that if the

omen were in a different environmental context and a

ifferent mental state – achievable goals – the women would

hoose to live rather than to die. We support efforts to improve

he lives of Iranian women at high risk of suicide so that self-

mmolation rates decrease.

Letter to the Editor

Social determinants of health: Gender
inequity or inequality and W.H.O.
recommendations

Dear Editor,

We greatly enjoyed reading Wallace and Duke’s response

(2016) entitled: ‘‘Acid and burns violence against women: The
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work by accounting the economic contribution of housework,
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[

ole of the courts’’ [1]. They cited our previous paper regarding

he recent acid attacks in Iran [2]. Hence, we would like to add

ome points to their valuable paper.

First of all, they noted acid attacks as serious examples of

ender inequality which require interventions to prevent

uture occurrences. In our opinion, it is important to highlight

hat there is a difference between gender inequity, which we

rote about, and gender inequality. Indeed, equity means

ocial justice or fairness and it is an ethical perspective which

elates to human rights [3]. Accordingly, considering the

ttawa Charter, health promotion should focus on achieving

quity in health, so as to decrease differences in health status

nd provide equal opportunities and resources to strengthen

ll people to gain their fullest health potential [4]. Hence,

nequity has a moral concept and refers to disparities which

re not necessary and unavoidable [5]. In other words, inequity

s not the same as inequalities as the latter may be

navoidable because of genetic differences or social and

conomic conditions or be a result of personal lifestyles [6].

herefore, we believe that there are biological gender inequal-

ties between women and men because such differences are

navoidable.

Based on the Women and Gender Equity Knowledge

etwork of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health,

ender inequity affects the health of millions of girls and

omen [7]. It causes health problems through disparities in

eeding patterns, violence against women as well as lack of

pportunities, resources and decision-making power [8].

Furthermore, Wallace and Duke introduced law and

itigation as mechanisms which could protect the human

ights of victims and prevent probable future cases. Although

e appreciate their prominent idea, some other solutions

hould not be ignored.

The World Health Organization has suggested several

dditional interventions by which governments, international

rganizations, donors and civil societies can improve gender

quity other than legislation. First, it has been suggested that

overnments and international institutions can establish

ender equity units within their central administration to

trengthen assessments of planned actions and to ensure that

omen and men take advantage equitably. Second, govern-

ents can strengthen their inclusion of national informal
are work, and voluntary work. Third, finance policies can

liminate disparities in education and skills and promote

conomic participation by women. Lastly, investment in

ealthy sexual and reproductive services should be increased

8,9].

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2014.11.019&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2014.11.019&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.05.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.05.007
http://www.sign.ac.uk/methodology/checklists.html
http://www.sign.ac.uk/methodology/checklists.html
mailto:sneh.shah@doctors.net.uk
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.11.019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.11.019
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03054179
www.elsevier.com/locate/burns
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.11.019
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2015.04.012&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2015.04.012&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.05.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.05.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.05.007
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00123-0/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00123-0/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00123-0/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00123-0/sbref0020
mailto:pascal.reper@chu-brugmann.be
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.04.012
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2015.10.034&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2015.10.034&domain=pdf
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0040
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/PRS.0b013e3181a8082e
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/PRS.0b013e3181a8082e
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/PRS.0b013e3181a8082e
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2005.02.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2005.02.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2005.02.015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30029-8/sbref0060
mailto:muhammadsaaiq5@gmail.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.10.034
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.014&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.014&domain=pdf
mailto:kishorek50@hotmail.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.014
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2015.10.033&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2015.10.033&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.07.018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.07.018
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.07.018
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0105
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/BCR.0b013e318277ecf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/BCR.0b013e318277ecf
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0125
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/BCR.0000000000000214
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/BCR.0000000000000214
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/BCR.0000000000000214
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2013.10.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2013.10.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2013.10.005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0150
http://dx.doi.org/<Diff id=
http://dx.doi.org/<Diff id=
http://dx.doi.org/<Diff id=
http://journals.lww.com/burncareresearch/toc/9000/00000
http://journals.lww.com/burncareresearch/toc/9000/00000
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00388-5/sbref0165
mailto:cryan@partners.org
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.10.033
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2015.11.010&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2015.11.010&domain=pdf
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(15)00389-7/sbref0120
mailto:CAR@uwe.ac.uk
mailto:catrin.griffiths@uwe.ac.uk
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.11.010
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.034&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.034&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.06.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.06.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.06.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/wound.2014.0554
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/wound.2014.0554
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/wound.2014.0554
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tim.2013.06.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tim.2013.06.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jmb.2015.09.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jmb.2015.09.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3471607/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3471607/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tim.2013.12.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tim.2013.12.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tim.2013.12.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/wound.2014.0557
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/wound.2014.0557
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/wound.2011.0285
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/wound.2011.0285
http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/wound.2011.0285
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jpain.2003.09.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jpain.2003.09.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jpain.2003.09.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1524-475X.2006.00190.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1524-475X.2006.00190.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1524-475X.2006.00190.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1524-475X.2009.00503.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1524-475X.2009.00503.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1524-475X.2009.00503.x
mailto:LindaBenskin@utexas.edu
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.015
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.015&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.015&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.06.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.06.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2015.06.005
mailto:m.a.webber@bham.ac.uk
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.015
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.033&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.033&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.034
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.034
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0205
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0205
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0205
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0205
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0175
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00065-6/sbref0190
mailto:ng1mg1@optusnet.com.au
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.033
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.008&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.008&domain=pdf
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00066-8/sbref0060
mailto:david.zideman@gmail.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.035
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.035&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.035&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.12.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2014.12.016
mailto:LindaBenskin@utexas.edu
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.016
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.016&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.016&domain=pdf
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00076-0/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00076-0/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00076-0/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)00076-0/sbref0005
mailto:schulza@kliniken-koeln.de
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.02.016
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.013&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.013&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.01.035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30024-9/sbref0080
mailto:psalamati@tums.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.013
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.010&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.010&domain=pdf
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0305-4179(16)30019-5/sbref0060
mailto:rezaie.phd.ot@gmail.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.010
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.030&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.burns.2016.03.030&domain=pdf


b u r n s 4 2 ( 2 0 1 6 ) 1 1 4 1 – 1 1 5 9 1155
Authors’ contribution

Prof. Payman Salamati designed the idea, revised the paper

critically and approved the version to be published. Dr.

Zohrehsadat Naji designed the idea, drafted the paper and

approved the version to be published.

Conflict of interest

These authors do not have any conflict of interest to declare.

Role of the funding source

None.

Ethical approval

The paper has been prepared in accordance with the rules of

the ethical review board of Tehran University of Medical

Sciences.

r e f e r e n c e s

[1] Wallace HJ, Duke JM. Acid and burns violence against women:
the role of the courts. Burns 2016;42:476–7, http://www.
burnsjournal.com/article/S0305-4179(15)00245-4/fulltext.

[2] Salamati P, Naji Z. Do Iranians need more legislation against
acid attackers? Burns 2016;42:475–6, http://www.
burnsjournal.com/article/S0305-4179(15)00244-2/fulltext.

[3] Braveman P, Gruskin S. Defining equity in health. J
Epidemiol Community Health 2003;57:254–8.

[4] World Health Organization. The Ottawa charter for health
promotion; 2016, http://www.who.int/healthpromotion/
conferences/previous/ottawa/en/ [accessed 19.02.16].

[5] Whitehead M. The concepts and principles of equity and
health. Health Promot Int 1991;6:217–28.

[6] Povlsen L, Borup IK, Fosse E. The concept of equity in health-
promotion articles by Nordic authors: a matter of some
confusion and misconception. Scand J Public Health
2011;39(Suppl. 6):50–6.
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Letter to the Editor

Gender is inevitable: Gender-based
violence
is avoidable

With great interest we have read the article by Salamati and

Naji, ‘‘Social determinants of health: Gender inequity or

inequality and WHO recommendations’’ [1]. We are grateful

for another opportunity to discuss the issue of gender

inequality in relation to acid and burns violence against

women and the role of the courts.

Salamati and Naji [1] propose that there is a substantive

difference between the terms gender ‘equity’ and gender

‘equality’ in relation to acid attacks against women. While we

agree that there is not always consensus on the meaning of the

terms ‘inequality’ and ‘inequity’, they are closely related

expressions. We consider that our use of the term ‘inequality’

in our recent letter [2] fits with a widely accepted interpreta-

tion. Differences exist between all human beings, but

inequality exists when disadvantaged social groups system-

atically experience worse outcomes [3]. For example, gender

inequality exists when women persistently experience social

disadvantage or discrimination. Gender inequality is cited as a

key determinant or factor that underpins violence against

women, including acid and burns violence [4–7].

The term ‘equity’ is often interpreted as the process of

being fair. According to Braveman [3], ‘‘pursuing equity means

pursuing the elimination of inequalities’’. Hence the two

terms, inequality and inequity, are closely related and both

focus on the subset of differences between human beings that

are ‘‘avoidable, unfair, and unjust’’ [8]. Salamati and Naji [1]

argue that differences in outcomes arising from genetic (sic),

and social and economic conditions are unavoidable. By

contrast, we consider that these differences in outcomes are

avoidable, and hence reflect inequality. While there are

important biological differences between men and women,

these differences should not lead to disadvantage – gender

inequality is avoidable.

As described in Wallace and Duke [2], the promotion of

gender equality in society is essential to address the

structural and root causes of violence against women – in

the hope that this will change harmful social norms. All

sectors of society need to be involved. We agree with Salamati

and Naji [1] that in addition to legislation other solutions or

interventions need to be implemented. In both our recent
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